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DISTRICT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  to  wiU 

BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That  on  the  tweatj-teeond  day  of  JaAUtrj,  in  the 
thirty-eighth  jear  of  the  iBdependenoe  of  the  Uoitad  States  of  Amerita,  A.  D.  1814, 
Bradftrd  &  Inskeep,  of  the  said  diftriet,  hare  depoeited  to  this  office  the  title  of  a 
hook,  the  ri|^t  whereof  they  claim  at  proprieton,  in  the  words  foUowing,  to  wit: 

^  History  of  the  Expedition  mider  the  Command  of  Captahis  Lewis  and  Ckrk, 
to  Uie  Sources  of  tlie  Missouri,  thence  across  the  Bockj  Mountains,  and  down  the 
Rher  Cokimbia  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Performed  during  the  Years  1804-5-6^  by- 
order  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States.  Prepiffed  ibr  the  press  bj  Ptol 
Allen,  Esquire." 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
M  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books, 
**  to  the  aathors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  raentioned.** 
And  also  to  the  aot,  entitled,  **  An  act  anpplen^taiy  to  an  act,  entitled,  ^  An 
**  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learnings  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and 
^  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  men- 
*'  tinned,''  and  eHendfaig  the  benefit*  thcreoCtothe  aitt«f  designin|^  engrsTing^  and 
etdibg  hiltorioal  and  other  prints.*' 

DAVID  CALDWELL, 
Clerk  of  the  Diltrict  of  Pennsyhania. 
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PREFACE. 


t 

In  presenting  these  volumes  to  the  pablie*  the  editor 
owes  equally  to  himself  and  to  others^  to  state  the  cireum- 
stances  iivhich  have  preceded  the  publieationf  and  to  explain 
his  own  share  in  compiling  them. 

It  was  the  original  design  of  captain  Lewis  to  have  been 
himself  the  editor  of  his  own  travels,  and  he  was  on  his 
way  towards  Philadelphia  for  that  purpose  when  his  sad- 
den death  frustrated  these  intentions.  After  a  consi- 
derable and  unavoidable  delay,  the  papers  eonneeted  with 
the  expedition  wei-c  deposited  with  another  gentlemsinf  who* 
in  order  to  render  the  lapse  of  time  as  little  injurious  as  pos- 
sible, proceeded  immediately  to  collect  and  investigate  all 
the  materials  within  his  reach. 

or  the  incidents  of  each  day  during  the  expedition,  a  mi- 
nute journal  was  kept  by  captain  Lewis  or  captain  Clark» 
and  sometimes  by  both,  which  was  afterwards  revised  and 
enlarged  at  the  difTerent  periods  ofleisure  which  occurred 
an  the  route.  These  were  carefully  perused  in  conjunction 
^vith  captain  Clark  himself,  who  was  able  from  his  own  re- 
eolleetion  of  the  Journey ,  as  well  as  from  a  constant  residence 
in  Louisiana  since  his  return,  to  supply  a  great  mass  of  ex- 
planations, and  much  additional  information  with  regard  to 
part  of  the  route  which  has  been  more  recently  explored. 
Besides  these,  recourse  was  had  to  the  manuscript  journals 
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kept  by  tito  o|tlie  Serjeants,  one  of  nhich,  the  least  minute 
and  valu«b|e,  has  already  been  published.  That  nothing 
mi^ht  be.'^ntiAg  to  the  aceuracy  of  these  details,  a  very 
intelKgi|^  and  active  member  of  the  party,  Mr.  George 
Shannon,  wad"^  sent  to  contribute  whatever  his  memory 
might  add  to  this  accumulated  fund  of  information. 

From  these  copious  materials  the  narrative  was  sketched 
nearly  in  its  present  form,  when  other  pursuits  diverted  the 
atteninBliaf  the  writer,  and  compelled  him  to  transfer  his 
niunuscripi,  in  its  unfinished  state,  with  all  the  documents 
connected  with  it,  to  the  present  editor,  to  prepare  them  for 
the  pressi  and  superintend  the  publication.  That  he  may  not 
seem  to  arrogate  any  thing  fi*om  the  exertions  of  others,  h& 
should  theiv fore  state  that,  although  the  whole  work  was 
thus  submitted  to  his  entire  discretion,  he  found  but  little  to 
cliange,  and  that  his  labour  has  been  principally  confined  to 
revising  the  manuscript,  comparing  it  with  the  original  pa- 
pers, and  inserting  such  additional  mutter  as  appears  to  have 
been  intentionally  deferred  by  the  writer  till  the  period 
of  a  more  mature   revival.     These  circumstances,   which 
would  otherwise  be  indifferent  to  the  publio,  are  mentioned 
jnerely  to  account  for  imperfections,  which  are  in  some 
degree  inseparable  from  any  book  of  travels  not  written 
by   the   traveller.      In  a   work  of  pure  description    in- 
deed, like  the  present,  where  tlie  incidents  themselves  are' 
the  sole  objects  of  attraction,  the  part  of  an  editor  is  neces- 
sarily subordinate,  nor  can  his  humble  pretensions  aspire 
beyond  the  merit  of  rigid  adherence  to  facts  as  they  are 
stated  to  him.    This  has  been  very  diligently  attempted, 
and  for  this,  in  its  full  extent,  .the  editor  deems  himself  re- 
sponsible. 

The  present  volumes,  it  will  be  perceived,  comprise  only 
the  narrative  of  the  journey.  Those  parts  of  the  work  which 
relate  to  the.  various  objects  of  natural  history,  observed  or 
collected  during  the  Journey ,  as  well  as  the  alphabets  of  the 
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liidiaD  langua^s*  are  in  the  hands  of  professor  Barton, 

.  >      and  will,  it  is  understood,  shortly  appearu 

^  To  give  still  TuHlier  interest  to  tlie  work,  the  editor  ad- 

dressed a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  requesting  some  authentic 
memoirs  of  eaptain  Lewis.  For  the  very  eurious  and  Tala- 
able  information  contained  in  his  answer,  the  publte,  as  well 
as  the  editor  himself,  owe  great  obligations  to  the  politeness 
and  knowledge  of  that  distinguished  gentleman. 

PAUL  ALLEN. 

P9ii.ADKX.PHiAy  January  i,  1814. 
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LIFE  OF  CAPTAIN  LEWIS. 


Monticellos  August  18«  ISIS. 
Sir, 

Iir  complianoe  with  the  request  eoovryed  in  your  letter 
of  May  'Zh,  1  have  endeavoured  to  obtain,  from  the  relations 
and  friends  of  ihe  late  governor  Lewis,  information  of  sueh 
incidents  of  his  life  as  might  be  not  unaeeeptable  to  those 
^ho  may  read  the  narrative  of  his  western  discoveries.  The 
ordinary  occurrenees  of  a  private  life,  and  those  also  while 
acting  in  a  subordinate  sphere  in  the  army,  in  a  time  of 
peace,  are  not  deemed  sufficiently  interesting  to  occupy  the 
public  attention;  but  a  general  account  of  his  parentage, 
with  sueh  smaller  incidents  as  marked  his  early  character 
are  briefly  noted;  and  to  these  are  added,  as  being  peculiarly 
within  my  own  knowledge,  whatever  related  to  the  public 
mission,  of  which  an  account  is  now  to  be  published.  The 
•result  of  my  inquiries  and  recollections  shall  now  lie  offered, 
to  be  enlarged  or  abridged  as  you  may  think  best;  or  other- 
wise to  be  used  with  the  materials  you  may  have  collected 
from  other  sources. 

Meriwether  Lewi*,  late  governor  of  Louisiana,  was  born 
on  the  eighteenth  of  August,  1774,  near  the  town  of  Char- 
lottesville, in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  in  Tirginia,  of  one 
of  the  distinguished  families  of  that  state.   John  Lewis,  one 
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of  his  father's  uncles,  was  a  memhf  r  of  the  king*s  council^ 
before  the  revolution.  Another  of  Ihem*  Fielding  Lewis, 
married  a  sister  of  general  Washington.  His  father,  -Wil- 
liam Lewis,  was  the  youngest  of  five  sons  of  eolonel  Rob<'l*C 
Lewis,  of  Albamarle,  the  fourth  of  whom,  Charles,  was  one 
of  the  earlj  patriots  who  stepped  forward  in  the  cominenee- 
ment  of  the  revolution*  and  eommanded  one  of  the  regiments 
first  raised  in  Virginia,  and  placed  on  continental  estahlish- 
Bient*  Happily  situated  at*home,  with  a  wife  and  young 
&mily«  and  a  fortune  placing  him  at  ease,  he  left  all  to  aid 
in  the  liberation  of  his  country  from  foreign  usurpalions* 
then  first  unmasking  their  ulliinate  end  and  aim.  His  good 
sense,  integrity,  bravery,  enterprise,  and  remarkable  bodily 
powers,  marked  hira  as  an  officer  of  great  promise;  but  he 
unfortunately  died  early  in  the  revolution.  Nicholas  Lewis, 
the  second  of  his  father*s  brothers,  commanded  a  regiment 
of  militia  in  the  successful  expedition  of  1776,  against  the 
Cherokee  Indians;  who,  seduced  by  the  agents  of  the  British 
government  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  us,  had  commit* 
ted  great  havoc  on  our  southern  frontier,  by  murdering  and 
scalping  helpless  women  and  children,  accortling  to  their 
cruel  and  cowardly  principles  of  warfare.  The  chastisement 
they  then  received  closed  the  history  of  their  wars,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  receiving  the  elements  of  civilization,  whicht 
zealously  inculcated  by  the  present  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  have  i*endercd  them  an  induntrious,  peaceable* 
and  happy  people.  This  member  of  the  family  of  Lewiies» 
whose  bi'avery  was  so  usefully  proved  on  this  becasion.  was  ' 
endeared  to  all  who  knew  him  by  his  inflexible  probity» 
courteous  disposition,  benevolent  heart,  and  engaging  mo- 
desty and  manners.  He  was  the  umpire  of  all  the  private 
difTercnces  of  his  county*— selected  always  by  both  parties. 
He  was  also  the  guardian  of  Meriwether  Lewis,  of  whom 
we  are  now  to  speak,  and  who  had  lost  his  father  at  an  early 
age.  He  eontinued  some  years  under  the  fostering  care  of  a 
tender  mother^  of  the  respectable  family  of  Meriwethers^ 
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«f  the  Mune  Muty;  and  wm«  rraourkabfe  efra  is  isfiiMy 
fbr  enterprise^  boldnetst  uid  diteretion.  Wlien  only  eigkt 
years  of  age  he  habitaally  went  oat,  in  the  dead  of  nighty 
«lone  with  his  dogs,  into  the  forest  to  hunt  the  raeeoon  and 
apo8sa■^  wUeh,  sedung  their  food  in  the  night,  ean  then 
•nfy  be  taken.  In  this  exercise,  no  season  or  eirenmstaaee 
•oUd  obstmet  his  purpose — plunging  through  the  wiater't 
fpows  and  IhHsen  streams  in  pursuit  of  his  obgeet.  At  thir- 
teen he  was  put  to  the  Latin  seho<d,  and  continued  at  thrt 
watiX  eighteen,  when  he  retnmed  to  his  mother,  and  entered 
#B  the  cares  of  ids  Ibrm;  luiTing,  as  well  as  a  younger  bro* 
ilier,  been  left  by  his  fiuher  with  a  competency  for  all  thn 
•orreet  and  comfbrtable  purposes  of  temperate  lifb«  His  ta- 
lent for  obserrationy  which  had  led  him  to  an  accurate  know- 
ledge ni  the  {daats  and  animals  of  his  own  country,  would 
kaw  dkitiagatehed  him  as  a  farmer;  but  at  the  age  of  tWQU- 
tjf  yidding  to  the  ardour  of  youth,  and  a  passion  fbr  more 
AfcBriing  pursuits,  he  engaged  as  a^olunteer  in  the  body  of 
■uHtia  which  were  called  out  by  geng^al  Washington,  on 
•ceasion  of  the  discontents  produced  by  the  excise  taxes  in 
the  western  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  from  that  situ- 
ation he  was  remoYcd  to  the  regular  senrice  as  a  lieutenant 
in  the  line.  At  twenty-three  he  was  promoted  to  a  captain^ 
•y;  and,  always  attracting  the  iirst  attention  where  punctu- 
ality and  fidelity  were  requisite,  he  was  aj^P^^!^  paymas- 
ter to  his  regiment  About  Ijhis  time  a  circumstance  occur- 
red which,  leading  to  the  transaction  which  is  the  sui^ect 
of  this  book,  will  justify  a  reenrrence  to  iU  original  idea. 
While  I  resided  in  IHiris,  John  Ledyard,  of  Connecticut,  ar- 
rived there,  well  known  in  (he  United  States  for  energy  of 
body  and  mind.  He  had  accom|^nied  captain  Cook  on  his 
Toyage  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  distinguish^  himself  on 
that  voyage  by  his  intrepidity.  Being  of  a  reaming  dispo- 
siUony  he  was  now  panting  for  some  new  enterprise.  His 
immediate  object  at  Paris  was  to  engage  a  mercantile  com- 
fany  in  the  fur-trade  of  the  western  coast  of  Ameriaa^  in 
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vbich»  however^  he  failed.  I  (hen  proposed  to  him  to  pi  by 
land  to  Kamsehatka^  cross  in  some  of  the  Russian  vessels  to 
Nootka  Souadf  fall  down  into  the  latitude  of  th^^  Missouri, 
and  penetrate  to,  and  through,  that  to  the  United  States. 
He  eagerly  seized  the  idea,  and  only  asked  to  be  assarted  of 
the  permission  of  the  Russian  goyemment.  I  interested^  in 
obtaining  that,  M.  de  Simonliny  minister  plenipoteniiary  of 
the  empress  at  Paris,  but  more  especially  the  baron  de 
6rimm»  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Saxe-Gotha,  her  more 
special  agent  and  correspondent  there  in  matters  not  imme-^ 
diately  diplomatic.  Her  permission  vras  obtained,  and  aa 
assurance  of  protection  vrhile  the  course  of  the  voyage 
should  be  through  her  territories.  Ledyard  set  out  from 
Paris,  and  arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh  after  the  empress  had 
left  that  place  to  pass  the  winter,  I  thinks  at  Moscow.  His 
finances  not  permitting  him  to  make  unnecessary  stay  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  he  left  it  with  a  passport  from  one  of  the  mi- 
nistors;  and  at  two  hundred  miles  from  Kamsohatka^  waa 
obliged  to  take  up^|p  winter  quarters.  He  was  preparing* 
in  the  spring,  to  resume  his  journey,  when  he  was  arrested 
by  aa  officer  of  the  empress,  who  by  this  time  had  ohanged 
her  flrind,  and  forbidden  his  proceeding.  He  wag.  put  into  a 
close  eiirriage,  and  conveyed  day  and  night,  without  ever 
stopping,  till  they  reached  Poland;  where  he  was  set  dowm 
and  lefl  to  himself.  Hie  fatigue  of  this  jonmey  broke  down 
his  constitution;  and  when  he*  returned  to  Paris  his  bodilj 
strength  was  much  impaired.  His  mind,  however,  remained 
firm,  and  he  after  this  undertook  the  journey  to  Egypt.  I 
received  a  letter  from  him,  full  of  sanguine  hopes,  dated  at. 
Cairo,  the  fifteenth  of  November,  178S,  the  day  before  he  ' 
was  to  set  out  ibr  Che  head  of  the  Nile;  on  which  day,  bow- 
ever,  he  ended  liis  career  and  life:  and  thus  f^led  the  firsC 
attempt  to  explore  the  western  part  of  our  northern  conti- 
nent. 

Ih  1792, 1  proposed  to  the  American  Philosophical  Soei- 
ety  that  we  should  set  on  foot  a  subscription  to  engage  soma 
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voaqpeteat  per«oa  to  explore  that  region  io  ike  opposite  di« 
rectioD^  that  is,  by  asoendiiig  the  Missouri,  erossii^  the  8to« 
Bj  mountaios,  and  deseeadtng  the  nearest  river  to  the  Pael- 
fie.  Captain  I/ewis  being  then  stationed  at  CharlotteBfille» 
•n  the  reeruiting  serviee*  •warmly  solicited  me  to  obtain  for 
him  the.exeention  of  tlia^  objeet  I  told  him  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  person  engaged  should  be  attended  by  a  siA* 
gle  companion  only,  to  avoid  exciting  alarm  ^mong  the  In- 
dians«  This  did  not  deter  him;  but  Mr.  Andre  Miehaux,  a 
professed  botanist^  authorof  the  Flora  BoreaU-Amerieanaf 
and  of  the  Hisloire  des  C^esnes  d*Ameriqne,  oflTering  his 
aerViiBes,  they  were  aoeepted.  He  received  his  instructions^ 
and  when  he  had  reached  Kentuoky  in  the  prosecution  of 
bis  journey,  he  was  overtaken  by  an  order  from  the  minister* 
of  Fraaee,  then  at  PhiUidelphia,  to  relinquish  the  expedi- 
tion,  and  to  pursue  elsewhere  the  botanical  inquiries  on 
which  he  was  employed  by  that  government:  and  thus  failed 
the  .second  attempt  for  exploring  that  region. 

In  1805,  the  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the 
Indian  trHies  being  about  to  expire,  some  modifications  of  it 
were  recommended  to  congress  by  a  confidential  message  of 
January  18th,  and  an  extension  of  its  views  to  the  Indians . 
on  the  Missouri.  In  order  to  prepare  the  way*  the  message 
proposed  the  sending  an  exploring  party  to  trace  the  Mis- 
souri to  iU  souroe,  to  erdss  the  Highlands,  and  follow  the 
best  Water-commanication  which  offered  itself  from  thenco 
to  the  Pacific  ocean*  Con^ss  approved  the  proposiition, 
and  voted  a  sum  of  money  fcur  carrying  it  into  execution. 
Captain  Lewis,  who  had  then  been  near  two  years  with  me 
as  private  secretary,  immediately  renewed  his  solicitations 
to  have  the  direction  of  the  party.  I  had  now.had  opportu- 
aities  of  Imowing  him  intimately.  Of  courage  undaunted; 
possessing  a  firmness  and  perseverance  of  purpose  which 
BoCbing^  but  impossibilities  could  divert  from  its  directioni 
careful  as  a  father  of  those  committed  Xp  his  ebarge*  yet 
steady  ia  the  maintenance  of  order  and  discipline;  intimalo 
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iii  idfe  of  ^nplain  Ltwi^. 

#ith  (he  tnditn  ebaracter,  eastomsy  and  principles;  habitn<- 
atcd  to  the  hunting  life;  guarded,  by  exact  observation  of 
the  vegetables  and  animals  of  his  own  eonntryt  against  losing 
time  in  the  description  of  objects  already  possessed;  honesty 
Asinterestedt  liberal,  of  sonnd  nnderstandiugt  and  a  fidelity 
to  truth  so  scrupulous,  that  whatever  he  should  report  would 
be  as  certain  as  if  seen  by  ourselves;  with  all  these  qualift-^ 
cations,  as  if  selected  and  implanted  by  nature  in  one  iKidy 
Ibr  this  express  purpose,  I  could  have  no  hesitation  in  eoi|t- 
fiding  the  enterprise^  him.  To  AH  up  the  measure  desired^ 
he  wanted  nothing  but  a  greater  familiarity  with  the  ted^'^ ; 
Bieal  language  of  the  natural  sciences^  and  readiness  in  the 
astronomical  observations  necessury  for  the  geography  of 
his  route.    To  acquire  these  he  repaired  immediately  to 
Philadelphia,  and  placed  himself  nnder  the  tutorage  of  the  ' 
distinguished  professors  of  that  place,  who  with  a  sseal  and  ' 
emulation,  enkindled  by  an  ardent  devotion  to  science,  com-  . 
municated  to  him  freely  the  information  requisite  for  th6  ' 
purposes  of  the  journey.    While  attending  too,  at  Lancaf- 
ter,  the  fabrication  of  the  arms  with  which  he  chose  tha^ 
his  men  should  be  provided,  he  had  the  benefit  of  daily  com* 
munication  with  Mr.  Andrew  EDieot,  whose  experience  in 
sstronomical  observation,  aad  practice  of  it  in  the  vroods» 
enabled  him  to  apprbe  captain  Lewis  of  the  wants  and  dtf* 
ficulties  he  would  encounter,  and  6f  the  substitutes  and  re- 
sources offered  by  a  vroodlandand  uninhabited  country. 

Deeming  it  necessary  he  should  have  some  person  with 
him  of  known  competence  to  the  direction  of  the  enterprise, 
in  the  event  of  accident  to  himself,  he  proposed  William 
Cla^e,  brother  of  general  George  Rogers  Clarke,  who  wav 
approved,  and,  vrith  thot  view,  received  a  commission  of 
captain. 

In  April,  IMS,  a  draught  of  his  instructions  vras  sent  to 
captain  Lewis,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  Jone  thciy  were  sign* 
ed  in  Che  foBo#ing  form: 
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^  1VM erhretlMr  Lewit^  ei^pdn,  eaptaiB  of  tbeirtt  re- 
giment ef  iaftntry  ef  the  United  l^tates  of  Ameriea: 

<<  Tour  titiutim  as  seeretary  ^  the  pretMent  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statety  has  mftde  joo  aeqoainted  with  the  otijeett  ef  mj 
eenMential  message  of  Jannary  18,  laos,  to  the  teglslatare; 
70a  have  seen  the  aet  they  passed,  whieh,  dioiif^  expressed 
in  general  terms,  was  meant  to  sanetion  those  ottjeets,  and 
yon  are  appointed  to  earry  them  into  eieention. 

<<  Instmments  for  aseertaining,  by  eekstial  obserrationSf 
dbe  geography  of  the  eonnti7  throned  whieh  yon  will  passy 
havo  been  already  provided.  Lif^t  artieles  for  baHer  and 
fresents  among  tlie  Infiins,  arms  for  yonr  attendants,  say 
§&r  from  ten  to  twelve  men,  boats,  tents,  and  other  travel- 
ling apparatus,  withammnnition,  medieine,  sorgieal  instm- 
nents,  and  provisions,  yon  will  have  prepared,  with  suchaids 
as  the  secretary  at  war  ean  yield  in  Ids  department;  and  from 
Urn  abo  yon  will  reoeive  authority  to  engage  among  our 
troops,  by  volantary  %greement^  the  number  of  attendants 
ahovementionedi  over  whom  you,  as  their  eommanding  offi- 
eer»  are  invested  with  all  the  powers  the  laws  give  in  soeh 
a  ease. 

**  As  yonr  movenMrnts,  while  withfai  the  KmiU  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States,  will  be  lietter  direeted  by  oeeaslbnal  communi-  ' 
eations,  adapted  to  oireumstanees  as  they  arise,  they  will 
not  lie  nodeed  here.    Wtiat  follows  will  respect  your  pro- 
oeedings  afto  your  departure  firom  the  United  States. 

«« Tour  misrion  has  been  communl«led  to  the  ministers 
here  from  Franect  Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  and  through 
them  to  their  governments;  and  such  assurances  given\hem 
as  to  its  otrjects,  as  we  trust  will  satisfy  tlienk  The  oounU^ 
of  Louisiana  having  been  oeded  by  Spain  to  France,  tlie 
passport  you  have  from  the  minister  of  France,  the  repre- 
•eiitative  of  the  present  sovereign  of  tl^  country,  will  be  a 
protection  with  all  its  sntye^s;  and  that  from  the  minister 
of  Eni^aad  will  entide  you  to  the  friendly  aid  of  any  traders 
of  that  aUegianee.  with  whom  yen  may  happen  to  meet. 
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^<TIm  olfjeet  of  your  misaMm  i»  to  ofl^ore  tke  Misioari 
river^  and  Mioh  prineipal  streaais  of  \U  aSf  bgr  Us  eonrte  «id 
eommuiiioatioQ  wUh  the  waters  of  the  Faeifle  oeeaa,  wfae* 
tlier  the  Cobindbiaf  Oregaii»  Coloradoy  or  aoy  otlier  riverf 
may  offer  tbe  most  direet  aod  praetieable  water-eomauuM* 
eation  aeross  the  emitiiieiity  for  the  purposes  of  eommeree. 

<<  Beginning  at  the  mocth  of  tbe  Missonri,  you  wUl  tako 
obseryations  of  latUnde  and  longitude^  at  all  remarkable 
points  on  the  rivers  and  espeeially  at  tbe  mouths  of  riverst 
atrapidSf  at  idands^  and  other  plaees  and  objeets  distia- 
guilhed  by  sueh  natural  marks  and  oharaeters«  of  a  durable 
kindi  as  that  tliey  may  with  oertainty  be  reoognised  hereaf- 
ter. Hie  curses  of  the  river  between  these  points  of  obser « 
Tation  may  be  supplied  by  the  eompas8>  the  log-liuef  and  by 
time^  eohreeted  by  the  obserTations  themselves*  The  varia- 
tions of  the  needlOf  too,  in  diflEereat  plaees,  should  be  notieed. 

«<  The  interestusg^pcnnts  of  the  por^^  between  the  heads 
of  the  Missouri,  and  of  the  water  offering  the  bpst  commu- 
nieation  with  the  Paoifie  oeean,  should  also  be  fixed  by  ob* 
servation;  and  the  eourse  of  that  water  to  the  oeeant  ia  tho 
same  manner  as  that  of  the  Missouri. 

<•  Your  observations  are  to  be  taken  with  greatpaias  and 
aooura^y;  to  bff  entered  distiaetliy  and  intelUgibly  for  others 
as  well  as  yourself;  to  eomprehend  all  the  elemeats  aeces<> 
sary,  with  the  aid  of  the  usual  tables,  to  fix  the  latitude  immI 
longitude  of  the  plaees  at  whieh  they  were  takea;  and  are  to 
be  rendered  to  the  war-offlee,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
ealeulations  made  eoneurroatly  by  proper  persons  within  the 
United  States.  Several  eopies  of  these,  as  well  as  of  your 
other  aotes,  should  be  made  at  leisure  tiipes,  and  put  into 
the  eare  of  the  most  trust- worthy  of  your  attendants  to 
guard,  by  multiplying  them  against  the  aedldental  losses  to 
which  they  will  be  e^Kposed.  Afniiher  guard  would  be,  that 
one  of  these  coj^es  be  oa  the  eutieular  membranes  of  the 
paper*biroh,  as  less  Uable  to  iejnry  from  danip  than  com- 
mon paper. 
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u  9^  eoibmeiM  wbkh  Biaj  be  earrM  M  with  the  pM* 
pie  ialiftldtiiig  die  line  yov  will  poraie,  renders  a  knowledge 
ef  tlioie  people  important.  Ton  will  Iherefbre  endeavoar 
to  make  yonrself  aeqnainted,  as  finr  as  a  diligent  pursuit  of 
your  journey  diall  admits  with  die  names  of  the  nations  and  . 
their  numhersi  x 

<«  The  extmt  and  liniUs  of  their  possessions; 

<<  Their  relatlipns  with  odier  tribes  or  nations; 

<^  Their  language,  traffitions»  numnments; 

^  Their  ordinary  oeeupations  in  i^eulturot  ftshing» 
hvntiogy  wary  arts,  and  the  implements  for  these; 

**  llieir  food,  eloUmg*  and  domestio  aeeommodations;    * 

**  The  diseases  proTdent  among  them»  and  the  remedies 
they  iiae; 

'<  Moral  and  physieal  eireumstanees  whieh  distinguiBh 
them  from  the  tribes  we  know; 

^  Peouliaf^ies  in  their  laws,  enstomoSf  and  di^ositions; 

<<  And  articles  of  oonwieree  diey  msg  need  or  fnmisby 
and  to  iriu^  extent. 

<*  And,  eonridering  the  interest  whieh  every  nation  has 
in  extending  and  strengthening  the  authority  of  reason  and 
jnstfee  amo^  the  people  .around  themf  it  will  be  useful  to 
enquire  what  knowle^  you  eiui  of.  the  state  of  mwality, 
rdigsotti  and  information  among  them;  as  it  may  better  en- 
able those  who  may  endeavour  to  oiTilise  and  instruet  them, 
to  adapt  their  measui^s  to  the  existing  notions  and  practioes^ 
of  those  o^  whom  they  lu^  to  operate. 

<«  Other  olgeets  worthy  of  notiee  will  be— 

<«  The  soil^md  face  of  the  eounti^y^  its  growth  and  vege- 
taUe  produetions^  especially  those  not  of  the  United  Statcfi; 

**  The  animals  of  the  country  generally*  and  especially 
those  not  known  in  the  United  States; 

«<  The  remaii|s  and  aeeoonts  of  any  which  may  be  deemed 
rare  or  extinct; 

<<  Hie  mineral  productions  of  eyery  kind,  but  more  par- 
ticularly metals^  lifoe-stone^  pit^eoal,  and  saltpetre;  salines 
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xtH  Ut^pf  Buftaim  La^. 

and  iiiiiier«linrt«rt»  notiag  tlu)  tempcratore  rf  the  hi>t,  awi 
imh  eireuBisteBoes  as  may  indicate  tliefr  diaraeter^ 

'<  y<deaBie  iq^learaaeei; 

^  Clintatey  as  eharaeterieed  by  the  ttternHmieter,  by  the 
proportien  ef  raioy»  eleady,  aad  dear  days;  by  lightniiq^ 
buly  snow*  iee;  by  the  aeeeM  and  reeeM  ef  frett;  by  the 
winds  preyailing  at  diflkmt  oeaiens;  the  dates  at  which  par- 
ticiihur  plants  put  forth,  er  lose  their  flower  or  leaC;  tines 
pf  appearance  of  partieolar  birds,  reptiles  or  insects. 

<<  Allhougb  yonr  rente  wUl  be  along  the  channel  of  the 
Missonri,  yet  yon  will  endeaTonr  to  inform  yourself^  by  in- 
qniry,  of  the  character  aad  extent  of  the  conntry  watered 
by  its  branches,  and  especially  on  its  sonthem  side.  The 
North  riTcr,  or  Rio  Bravoy  which  runs  into  the  gulf  o£ 
Mexico,  and  the  Nordi  river,  er  Aio  Colorado,  which  runs 
into  the  gulf  of  California,  are  naderstood  to  be  the  pr&i- 
dpal  streams  heading  opposite  to  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  running  southwardly.  Whe^er  the  diyifing 
grounds  between  the  Missouri  and  them  are  monatains  or 
flat  lands,  what  are  their  distance  from  the  Missoori*  the 
character  of  the  intermediate  country,  and  the  people  inha- 
biting it,  are  worthy  of  partitmlar  inqnify.  The  northern 
waters  of  the  Missouri  are  less  to  be  inquired  after,  because 
they  have  been  asecrCiuned  to  a  considerable  degree,  and  are 
still  in  a  course  of  asccrtainmMt  by  En^ish  traders  aad 
travellers;  but  if  you  can  learn  any  thing  certain  of  the  most 
northern  source  of  the  Missisipi,  and  of  its  position  rda^ 
tively  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woodii,  it  will  be  interesting  to  us. 
Some  account  too  of  the  path  of  the  Canadian  traders  from 
the  Missisipi,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsing  to  where 
it  slriiLes  the  Missouri,  and  of  the  soil  and  rivers  ini  its  courseti 
is  dcsiraUc. 

<<  In  all  your  intercourse  with  the  natives,  treat  them  in 
the  most  friendly  and  conciliatory  manner  which  their  own 
eondnct  will  adndt;  allay  all  jealousies  as  to  the  object  of 
your  Jourttey;  satisfy  them  of  its  innocraee;  make  them  ao^ 
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Vft  0f  Cm/Mm  Ltmt$.  zrfi 

fuakited  wHh  tile  pmMm,  extmt,  ekMUter,  fMee^^ 
•oounereiftl  ^tpoMtkmt  of  th%  UDiteil  Stetet;  of  Mr  with  to 
be  aeigbbooriyy  Men^ljf  and  asef nl  to  tlie«i»  ud  ef  ow  dis- 
pMilioiM  to  m  eoaimereiid  iotereoune  whb  then;  eonfer 
irith  tbem  oo  tira  prists  mosieonveBieot  ms  iHitMl  enpori- 
WIS*  Hid  the  ortielesof  most  d^simUe  farterehuge  forthem 
and  us.  If  a  few  tf  thtir  iofimitlml  eUefs,  wHhin  praetiea- 
ble  dislaoeey  wish  to  Tisit  «s«  arraaige  saeh  a  Titit  with  thoM» 
mad  foraisb  them  with  avAorlty  to  eall  oo  our  ofltoers  on 
tlftir  eaterins  the  Uaited  Stales,  te  hate  then  eo»Teyed  to 
thio  plaee  at  the  paMie  expense.  If  aay  of  them  should  wish 
to  have  some  of  their  yooiig  peopk  brought  apwithost  and 
taagbt  sueh  mrts  as  majbe  asefal  to  them,  we  wlU  reedTe# 
iastroet»  aad  talie  eare  of  them.  Snob  a  missioat  whether 
of  iaioeatial  obMs,  or  of  yonag  peo|^e,  woold  ghre  soaM 
seeority  to  joor  owa  portj.  Carry  with  yoa  some  matter 
of  the  kiae-pox;  iaferm  those  of  tliem  with  wliom  yoa  may 
be  of  its  eiBea«y  as  a  presenratiire  from  the  smail-pox,  and 
iostmet  aad  earoarage  them  in  the  use  of  it«  This  may  be 
espeeially  doae  wboreyer  yoa  winter. 

**  As  it  is  impeesiUe  for  ns  to  foresee  ia  what  maimeryoa 
will  be  reeeived  by  those  peopkt  whether  with  hospitality 
or  hostilhy ,  so  is  it  impossible  to  pre^ribe  the  exaet  degree 
of  perseiFeranee  with  whieh  you  are  to  pursue  your  journey. 
l¥e  value  too  much  the  lives  of  eitiaens  to  offer  them  to  pro- 
bable destriietioa.  Your  numbers  will  be  suAeient  to  se- 
cure you  against  the  uBautfaorixed  opposition  of  indhridualSf 
or  of  small  parties;  but  if  a  superior  foree,  authorized,  or 
vot  authorised,  by  a  nation,  should  be  arrayed  against  your 
furtlier  passage,  aad  inflexibly  determined  to  arrest  it,  yoa 
must  decline  its  further  pursuit  and  return.  In  the  loss  of 
yoarselTes  we  should  lose  also  the  information  you  wUI  have 
aeqaired.  By  returning  safely  with  that,  >-ott  may  enable 
wa  to  renew  the  essay  with  better  eajeulated  means.  To  your 
owa  diseretion»tborefore,.  must  be  left  the  degree  of  danger 
ym  auiy  risk»  and  the  point  at  wbieb  you  should  deelioe^ 
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x?m  1^  0/  Caftain  Lmi0. 

Mly  Slaying*  w^  with  ^m  to  epr  m  iHeiida  of  jrwr  aiiityy 
and  to  bring  bMk  your  party  salbf  erea  if  it  ba  with  latA 
inforBMitlao. 

«<  As  fbr  ap  tha  Mfaeaari  ai  tlM  white  tatUaoMsati  ex- 
tead.  an  latereaarte  wiH  |M*abaHy  be  fMsd  to  exist  batwew 
lima  aad  the  SpaaMi  potte  af  St.  Laaia  oppattte  Cabokia» 
er  St.  GeaeYieTe  eppotite  KadUwkia.  Fraai  itill  farther 
vp  tlM  river  the  traJei^s  amy  faraiik  a  aoaveyaaee  fbr  let^ 
ters.  Beyaad  that  yoa  naty  perhapa  be  aUe  to  eagage  Is* 
diaas  to  brini^  letters  for  tlM  goveraaasat  ta  Cahakia^  ar 
Kashaskia*  on  proniisiag  that  tlwy  shall  there  reeeiTO  saeh 
spreial  eoaipeasatioB  as  yoa  shall  have  stipalaled  with  tbem. 
Avail  yourself  of  these  anaaa  ta  eoasanittieate  toaa^  at  sea« 
soaatde  intervalst  a  ropy  of  year  Jooraal,  aotesaad  ainer- 
vatiaoB  of  every  kiad,  paltiag  iata  eypher  whatever  aught 
do  ii\|ttry  if  betrayed. 

^  Shoyd  you  reaeh  the  FaetBe  oeean,  iafomi  yoarself  of 
4he  eirearestaaees  whiek  aMqr  deeide  whether  tha  fars  of 
tliose  parts  may  not  be  ooUeeted  as  advaategeoasly  at  tha 
head  of  the  Missouri  (eoaveaieat  as  is  sapposed  to  the  Wa- 
ters of  the  Colorado  aad  Oregaa  or  Coluiabia)  as  at  Neotka 
Soaad*  or  aay  other  poiat  of  that  ooast;  aad  that  trade  ba 
aonseqaeatly  eoadoeted  through  the  Missouri  aad  Uaited 
States  more  beaeieiaUy  than  by  the  eireumaavigattofi  bow 
praolised. 

<*  Oa  your  arrival  on  that  coastt  endeavour  to  leara  if 
there  be  any  port  witbin  your  reaeh  fre^ueated  by  the  sea 
vessels  of  any  nation^  aad  to  send  two  of  year  trusty  people 
baek  by  sea*  in  such  wky  ait  shall  appear  praetieahle*  with  a 
eopy  of  your  aotesf  and  should  you  be  of  optoioa  that  the 
retam  of  your  party  by  the  way  they  went  will  be  imnii- 
neatly  dangerous^  then  ship  the  whole*  aad  return  by  sea» 
bj  the  way  cither  of  Cape  Horn,  or  the  Cape  of  Good  ll<qpe» 
as  you  shall  be  able.  As  yoa  will  be  without  money*  clothes^ 
or  ^"ovisionsy  you  must  eadeayour  to  use  the  oredit  of  the 
United  Statesto  d»taia  tbem;  for  wbieh  purpose  open  lettera^ 
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«f  credit.  iftiMI  be  IbniUlMd  yoa*  rnvthorisiag  yn  U  dmw  m 
tiK»  exveuUve  cf  die  UsHed  Statet,  or  any  ef  its  •Seers*  is 
say  part  ef  tlie  worMt  m  irtiiefa  dnuights  eu  be  diipoeed 
•f^  and  toapply  wkb  our  reetNMBendaiioM  l#  Ae  eeatith^ 
•Srale,  iMrelMoit«  •r  ettiaani  of  aay  aa^M  with  wbleb  va 
kaire  iatereoarie,  assuring  ihem*  ia^ar  aaaM*  tbaCaayaUa 
tbey  amy  fomi  A  yoa  diall  be  benoaraUy  repaidt  and  oa 
drmaad.  Oar  eaasals,  I'bemas  Hewes,  at  BaUvia«  in  JaTa^ 
William  Buehanan«ia  the  ble%1>f  France  and  Boarbont  and 
Joiin  ElaisHet  at  fbe  Gape  of  Good  Ilope,  will  be  able  to 
supply  your  neei'ssides*  by  draughts  on  us. 

**  Should  you  find  it  safe  to  return  by  the  way  you  go» 
after  sending  two  of  your  party  round  by  sea,  or  with  your 
whole  party,  if  no  eonveyanee  by  sen  can  be  found*  do  80| 
amkfaig  sneb  observations  on  your  return  as  may  senre  to 
supply,  eorrcet,  or  eonflrm  those  made  on  your  outward 
Journey. 

<<  On  reentering  the  United  States  and  reaching  a  phiee 
of  safety,  diseharge  any  of  your  attendants  who  may  desire 
and  deserve  it,  proeuring  for  them  immediate  payment  of  all 
arrears  of  pay  and  elothing  whieh  may  have  inourred  sinee 
their  depaKure,  and  assure  them  that  they  shall  be  reeom- 
mended  to  the  liberality  of  the  legislature  for  the  grant  of 
a  soldier^s  portion  of  land  eaeh.  as  proposed  in  my  message 
to  eongrrss,  and  repair  yourself,  with  your  papers,  to  the 
seat  of  government. 

**  To  provide,  on  the  aeeident  of  your  death,  against  an- 
arehy,  dispersion,  and  the  eonsequent  danger  to  your  party, 
and  total  failure  of  the  enterprise,  you  are  hereby  autho- 
rized, by  any  instrument  signed  and  written  in  your  own 
hand,  to  name  the  person  among  them  who  shall  succeed  to 
the  command  on  your  decease,  and  by  like  instruments  to 
change  the  nomination,  from  time  to  time,  as  further  expe- 
rience of  the  characters  accompanying  you  shall  point  out 
euperior  fitness;  and  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to 
yourself  are,  in  the  evtnx  of  your  death,  transferred  to^  and 
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xz  lAft  cf  Caftam  I^ewh^ 

Tested  in  the  ineeetaor  to  named*  wtdi  further  pMrer  te  hte 
Mid  his  sueeestors,  in  like  manner  te  name  eaeh  hit  tneoet- 
8or,  who»  on  the  death  of  his  predeeessor,  shall  be  iaTested 
wilh  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  yoorselfl  Gi-u 
Ten  nnder  my  luuid  at  tho  dtjr  of  WaAingtoa,  thb  twen* 
tieth  dhj  of  Jane»  180S* 

<<  Thomas  Jefpersoit* 
4«  Preriimt  of  the  United  States  of  Jlmeriea.^ 

While  these  things  vrere  going  on  here*  the  eonntry  of 
lionisianaf  lately  eeded  by  Spain  to  Franee*  had  been  tlio 
ittlyeet  of  negoeiation  at  Paris  between  us  and  this  last 
power;  and  had  actually  been  transferred  to  us  by  treaties 
executed  at  Paris  on  the  thirtieth  of  April*  This  inforina* 
Uwu  reeeived  about  the  firstday  of  July,  increased  iofiuite- 
tj  the  interest  we  felt  in  the  expedition*  and  lessened  the 
l^iprehensions  of  intermpdon  from  other  powers.  Every 
thing  in  this  quarter  being  now  prepared,  captaia  Lei^is  left 
'Washington  on  the  fifth  of  July,  180:^,  and  proceeded  to 
Pittsburgt  where  other  articles  had  been  ordered  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for  him.  The  men  too  were  to  be  selected  from  the 
military  stations  on  the  Ohio.  Delays  of  preparation,  dif- 
ficulties of  navigation  down  the  Ohio,  and  other  untoward 
obstructions,  retarded  his  arrival  at  Cahokia  until  the  sea- 
son was  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  prudent  to  suspend 
his  entering  the  Missouri  before  the  ice  should  break  up  in 
the  succeeding  spring. 

From  this  time  his  journal,  now  publishedt  will  give  tho 
history  of  his  journey  to  and  from  the  Pacific  ocean,  until 
his  return  to  St.  Louis  on  the  twenly-third  of  September, 
1806.  Never  did  a  similar  event  excite  more  joy  through 
the  United  States.  The  humblest  of  its  citizens  had  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  the  issue  of  this  joamey,  and  looked  for- 
ward with  impatience  for  the  information  it  would  furnish* 
Their  anxieties  too  for  the  safety  of  the  corps  had  been  kept 
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ia  s  ilate  «f  exftitoneBi  bj  logubriMi  ruMwn,  drmdrntod 
from  iMie  ta  tine  oa  UMeriaia  EntlMwitieiy  sad  iiMMtni- 
disled  by  letters,  or  MImt  Arwt  teCNVuOioB,  tnm  the  tiae 
tlwj  bad  left  tbe  BfMidu  tMntt  oa  their  aieeat  «p  the  ri« 
▼erk  Aprilofth^  pMedkg  year,  i80S|  util  their  Mtul 
Mtom  to  St.  lioais. 

It  WM  the  ntiddleer  Pebrwurj,  1807,  before  ehptoio  Lew- 
is, with  bis  eompoBioB  eoptaia  Clarfce^  Teaohed  the  eiCj  of 
Washii^^a,  where  eoagreu  was  thea  ia  sessioa.  That 
body  graated  to  the  two  ebieCi  oad  thrir  followers  the  do* 
natioa  of  laods  whieh  tlMj  hod  beea  eaeoaragod  to  ezpeet 
ia  reward  of  thekr  toil  aad  daagers.  •Oaptala  Lewis  was 
iooo  after  appointed  gOToraor  of  Loainaaa,  aad  eaptahi 
Clarice  a  general  of  Us  aiilidm,  and  agent  of  the  United 
States  for  ladhin  dfairs  in  that  departneat. 

A  eonsiderable  time  iaterreaed  bf  fore  the  ipTomor^s 
arrival  at  St  Loais.  He  foand  the  territory  distraeted  by 
fends  and  eoatentioas  ambag  the  oiBeers  of  the  goteiMseatt 
aad  the  'people  themseWes  divided  by  these  iato  faetions  aad 
parties.  He  determined  at  onee  to  take  ao  side  with  either} 
bat  to  nse  every  endeavour  to  eoaeiliate  and  harmoaiae  them. 
The  even-baaded  jiisjdee  he  administered  to  all  soon  esta« 
blished  a  respeet  for  his  persoa  and  anthoiity;  and  perse- 
veraaee  and  time  wore  down  aaimosities,  aad  reaaited  the 
eitizeas  again  into  one  family* 

Governor  Lewis  bad,  from  early  life,  beea  snljeetto  by- 
poehondriae  a^Teetioos.  It  was  a  eonsUtutional  disposition 
in  all  the  nearer  branches  of  the  family  of  his  aame,  and 
was  more  immediately  inherited  by  him  from  his  father. 
They  had  not,  however,  been  so  strong  as  to  give  uneasiness 
to  bis  family.  While  he  lived  with  me  in  Washington  I 
observed  at  times  sensible  deprossioas  of  mind;  bat  knowing 
their  eoastitotional  source,  I  estimated  their  course  by  what 
I  had  seen  in  the  family.  During  liis  western  expedition, 
the  eoH9tant  exertion  which  Uiat  rdjuircd  of  all  the  faculties 
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^bQi^nimitaAfW9fmi9ithfmeAkUm&dng  ftAetkut;  but. 


after  Us  ettAUklwiMC  at  M.  LmIs  in  Mdeatarj 
tfMt,  tbey  rttttVMd  apon  kirn  with  re4Mbl«d  ri^w,  ani 
begaascrlMfllytoalimilifflfvieadfl.  Ha  was  io  a  paroxysm 
of  oaa  of  <koio«  whoa  his  aflkirs  rtafcrei  U  aeoossary  Ifar 
him  to  go  to  Washington.  He  proeeeded  Co  the  Chiel[asaw 
Bliiflbf  where  he  arrifwl  on  Ae  sixteenth  of  8epU«iher, 
1M9,  with  a  tiow  of  eoattaHiim;  Ms  Joaniey  theaoo  by  water. 
Mr.  Neely,  agent  of  the  United  States  with  the  Chiekasair 
Jbdiam,  arrihritig there  two  days  after*  fbuod  bini  extremely 
indlsposedt  and  hetroying  at  tines  some  symptoms  of  a  de- 
mngement  of  mind.  *  The  rnmonrs  of  a  war  with  England^ 
and  appr^ienflons  that  lie  might  lose  the  papers  he  was 
hrfnghig  on*  among  whieh  were  the  yoncbers  of  his  pnUio 
aeeoonts*  and  Uie  Journals  and  papers  of  Ills  western  expe* 
tMkm^  Inteeed  him  bere  to  eiiaage  his  mind,  and  to  talce 
hts  eonrse  by  hmd  throngh  the  Chiekasaw  eonntry.  Al- 
Ihongh  he  appeared  somewhat  rell»tedf  Mr.  Neely  kindly 
determined  to  aeeompany  and  waleh  over  him.  Unfortu- 
nately* at  their  enearapment,  after  having  passed  the  Ten* 
nessee  one  day^s  journey^  they  lost  two  horses,  whieh  obli^ 
ging  Mr.  Neely  to  halt  for  their  recovery,  the  governor  pro- 
eeeded,  under  a  promise  to  wait  fbr  him  at  tlie  houne  of  the 
irst  white  inhabitant  on  his  road.  He  stopped  nt  the  house 
of  a  Mr.  Grinder,  who  not  l>eing  at  home,  his  wife,  alarmed 
at  the  symptoms  of  derangement  she  diseovercd,  gave  him 
up  the  house  and  retired  to  rest  herself  4n  an  out-house,  the' 
governor's  and  Neely's  servants  lodging  in  anoiher.  About 
three  o*eloek  in  the  night  he  did  the  deed  which  plunged  his 
ftiends  into  aAiction,  and  deprived  his  country  of  one  of  her 
most  valued  eitizens,  whose  valour  and  intclKgenee  would 
have  been  now  employed  in  avenging  the  wrongs  of  hk  conn* 
try,  and  in  emulating  by  land  the  splendid  deeds  which  have 
honoured  her  arms  on  the  ocean.  It  lost  too  to  the  nation 
the  benefit  of  receiving  from  Ms  own  hand  the  narrative 
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IAferfCiiftatuLmt$.  szttt 

B^w  oflbred  Umbi  of  his  maJkriagM  and  toeeeiMtf  fai  Mdca- 
ToairuiS  to  exteiKl  for  them  the  boaadariei  of  soiottce*  ond 
to  preMiit  to  their  knowledge  thai  rast  and  fertile  eountrjt 
whieh  their  sons  are  destined  to  liU  with  arts^  with  seienee^ 
with  freedom  and  ba|>pioe8s. 

To  this  melaneholy  close  of  the  life  of  one,  whon.poste- 
rity  will  declare  not  to  have  lived  in  Tain*  I  have  only  to  addy 
that  all  the  facts  t  have  stated  are  either  known  to  myself^ 
or  eomoinnicated  by  his  family  or  others*  for  whose  tmth  I 
have  DO  hesitation  to  make  myself  respon^ble;  and  I  eon- 
dnde  with  tendering  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect  and 
•onsideration. 

TH.  JEFFERSOIfi 

Mr«  Paul  Aubh,  ^lodelphia. 
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three  foriu  of  the  Mlsaonii  witjbdnt  overtaking  the  Indians.    The  party  ar* 
rire  at  the  three  fork^  of  which  a  parti  cnbr  and  interesting  deanrlption  is 
gpren.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -         30X 

CU^PTEB  %BL 

The  nae»e  of  the  MiaaaaH  ^iaHPd»  as  the  i;i?tr  now  difklas  Itself  into 
three  forks,  one  ef.wliah  is  caiM  after  Jeffirrson,  the  other  Madison*  and 
the  other  after  Galhthi.  Their  general  eharaeter.  The  party  aseeml  the 
Jeieraoo  branch.  Dessr^rtkm  of  ^  rirer  Fhaoso|4y  which  eaten  fartn  the 
Jeffiersoa.  Captain  licwia and  asmali  pnr^  §•  hi  ndmnce  in  search  of  the 
Slieafaonnes.  Des^ption  of  the  eoontry,  &c.  bordering  en  the  river.  Cap- 
tain Lewis  still  preceding  the  main  party  in  (|oest  of  the  Shoshonces.  A  sin- 
galst«ecideat  which  prevented  captain  Clarke  fi*om  following  captain  Lew- 
ic*a  advice,  and  ascending  the  middle  fork  of  the  river.  DefcripCion  of  Phi- 
laathropy  rivec,  another  stream  running  Into  the  Jefferson.  Captain  Lewis 
suid  a  small  party  having  been  unweeenful  in  their  first  attempt*  a^  off  a 
seeood  time  in  quest  of  the  Shoshonees.        •-*...     3^8 

CHAPT^B  XIY. 
Captite  Lew  proseoda  before  the  inain  body  in  search  of  die  Shoehooeea; 
hmiQ  aiyrciii  on  die  tnt  hiietview.  Thf  pvty  with  captain  Lewis  nt  length 
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dbeofTcrtliefOoreeoftheMinoiiri.  CiptiHi Obrtce with tlie a^ feoiyiAl 
employed  in  atecBding  the  Minoiui  or  JeflTerson  rifer.  Captain  LeviiTt  ae« 
eond  interfiew  with  the  SboihoDeei  attended  wiUi  meetsft  The  tntereitiiii: 
ceremonies  of  his  first  introdaetion  to  the  nad^et,  detailed  at  Urge.  Their  hoa- 
tiitalitj.  Their  mode  of  hunting  the  antolo^.  The  dIAealtiet  enoouateredhy 
capUfai  Omkm  and  tbt  main  body  in  aaeendfaif  tbi  riter.  The  i 
tertaioad  of  eaptain  Levi*  hgr  the  thiihoiH^  flM  hia  mode  of  i 
them.  The ravcnons  atiyrthii  «f (ha  Mfafw  IMMlnlad  hj  a ijaflw advt«- 
tare.  The  Indknt  still  Jayom» aad  tha  great  iiiailiiiia by  eaptrfa  JLawla  trt 
preserve  thtir  eonfidenee.  Captain  Cln%a  ttrivet  with  the  mahi  body 
eihaosted  by  the  dMBeeltlea  which  Aay  wstor  sent        -        •        -        -     854 

CHAFTER  XV. 

Afieeting  bitervlew  between  ihe  wife  of  Chaheneaa  and  the  ehlefef  fliaSho* 
shonees.  CooneO  held  with  that  nation,  and  fiivoaraMe  result  The  extreme 
naTigabie  pobt  of  the  Bfissonri  menthmed.  Geaenl  charaeter  of  the  river 
'  and  of  the  oonntry  throQgh  whieh  it  passes.  Captain  Clarke  hi  exploring  tiie 
soorce  of  the  Cohimbia  falls  in  eoaipatty  with  another  party  of  gheshonscB. 
The  geographieal  infarmatton  aeqahtid  hom  one  of  thil  party.  Their  flum* 
ner  of  eatehing  fish.  The  party nsA  Levlariiver.  ThadiftaaMas  whkh 
eaptain  Clarh«  had  to  eoeosBtar  !■  hi»  rMte.  ManMipaMftha^Mhif  of 
the  ShcshoMes.  The  party  with  it^mim  Lawia  aiphyadia  mafcing  saddlea» 
ted  preparing  lor  the  jovney.  .  •  •  .  •        381 

OBAPTBRXVL 
Contest  between  Drewyer  and  a  Shosfaonee.  The  Adefity  and  honour  of  that 
tribe.  The  party  setont  on  their  joomey.  The  eondnet  of  Camediwait  re« 
proved,  and  himself  reeondfed.  tW  easy  partaritfcMi  of  the  Shoshonee  wo- 
men. Blalonr  ef  this  natioa.  Their  terror  of  the  Pkwhees.  Their  gover«- 
ment  and  fiunUy  econofny  in  their  treatnent  of  their  women.  Their  eom- 
plaints  ef  Spanish  treaehery.  Deseriptionnftheir  weapons  of  warfiare.  Their 
enrions  mode  of  making  a  shield.  The  eapnrisan  of  their  horaea.  The  dress 
of  the  men  and  of  Ae  women  partiaahriy  dtaatltied.  Their  made  ef  ae* 
^iMag  new  namea.  «  40f 

*  Ctt  AFTER  XVII. 
l>e  ptrty,  after  procuring  horses  trom  the  Shoshonees,  pnoeeed  o«  their 
joomey  throQgh  the  mountains.  The  diffiei^hles  and  dangers  of  the  mote.  A 
eoimeil  held  with  another  band  of  the  Shoshonees,  of  whom  some  aeoonnt  is 
g^Ten.  They  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  killing  their  horses  for  food. 
Captain  Clarke  with  a  small  party  precedes  the  main  body  in  quest  of  food, 
and  is  hospitably  received  by  the  Reread-aose  Indians.  Arrival  of  the  main 
body  bmoagsi  this  triba^  with  whom  a  eooneil  is  held.  They  resolve  to  per- 
form the  remainder  of  their  joomey  in  canoes.  Sickness  of  the  party.  Thej 
ieasand  the  KooAooskce  to  its  janotion  with  I^ewis  iivcr«  alter  pasriag  seve- 
ral dangerous  rapida.  Short  deseriptioa  ef  the  maimers  and  ^eaa  of  tiW 
FWraed-nese  Ibdlans.    ......  ^  $4^ 
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UP  THE  MISSOURI. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  party  set  oat  oa  the  expedition  aad  pMt  Wood  rit«r— De«eriptioa  of  Um 
town  if  St.  Cbiriet— Otage  Woman  riTer-^Gaaeonnde  and  Otage  Rifew  dt- 
«*a>e4-Ch»iwter  of  the  OMge  indlaiM— OvrioM  tHMfiCkmny  a«M«K  id 
tbeir  Origin— The  parQr  prooead  and  pau  the  Mhie  rifeiwThe  two  ChaiU 
tooa— The  Kanzas,  Nodawa,  Newahaw,  Neeahniha(  .na,  LitUe  Neinahary  eaeh 
of  which  are  partiealarlj  detoribed— They  encamp  at  >he  month  of  the  rifer 
Platte — A  particular  description  of  the  snrroanding  etentry— The  TarioM 
Creaks,  Bnj^  Uands,  Prairiea,  &o.  givefti  in  tlM  toniM  of  the  ronke. 

ON  the  aoqiiiutkm  of  Lauiriaoa,  ia  the  year  1805,  tb« 
attentim  of  the  goTernmeirt  of  the  United  States,  was  ear- 
ly direeted  towards  exploring  and  improving  the  new  terri- 
tory. Aeeordingly  in  the  summer  of  the  same  year,  an  ez- 
pedilioa  was  planned  Iiy  the  preudent  for  the  pnrpose  of 
dbeoToiing  the  eonrses  and  soorees  of  the  Missonri,  andtlia 
most  convenient  water  oommunieation  thenee  to  the  Farifio 
ocean.  His  private  secretary  captain  Meriwether  Lewis, 
aad  captain  William  Clarlce»  both  officers  of  the  army  of 
the  Ottited  States,  were  associated  in  tlte  command  of  tius 
enteifrize*  After  rcceiying  the  requisite  instroctions,  cap- 
tain Lewis  left  tlie  seat  of  goyemment,  and  being  joined  by 
captain  Clarke  at  LouisyiUe,  in  Kentueiiy*  proceeded  to  St. 
Louis,  where  they  arrived  in  the  month  of  December.  Their 
orriginal  intention  was  to  pass  the  winter  at  La  Charrettc, 

VOL.  I.  B  r^        T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


t'  Ltwi$  o$id  Clarke  $  Expedition 

iht  highest  tettlenieiit  on  the  Missouri.    Bot  the  SpttBish 
oommaadant  of  the  proyiDce>  not  haying  reeeired  an  oAeial 
aeconnt  of  its  transfer  to  the  United  States,  was  obliged  by 
the  general  poliey  of  his  goTernment,  to  preyent  strangers 
from  passing  through  the  Spanish  territory.    They  there- 
fore eneamped  at  the  month  of  Wood  riyer,  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  out  of  his  jurisdietion,  where  they 
passed  the  winter  in  disciplining  the  men,  and  making  the 
necessary  preparations  for  setting  out  early  in  the  Spring, 
before  which  the  cession  was  officially  aiinounoed.    The 
party  consisted  of  nine  young  men  from  Kentucky,  fourteen 
soldiers  of  the  United  States  army  who  yolunteered  their 
seryiees,  two  French  watermen — an  interpreter  and  hunter 
—and  a  black  seryant  belonging  to  captain  Clarke— All 
these^  except  the  last,  were  enlisted  to  serye  as  priyates  du- 
ring the  expedition,  and  three  sergeants  ai^ointed  from 
amongst  them  by  the  captains.    In  addition  to  these  were 
engaged  a  corporal  and  six*  soldiers,  and  nine  watermen  to 
accompany  the  expedition  as  far  as  the  Mandan  nation,  in  or- 
der to  assist  in  carrying  the  stores,  or  repelling  an  attack 
which  was  most  to  be  apprehended  between  Wood  riyer  and 
that  tribe.   The  necessary  stores  were  subdiyided  into  seyen 
bales,  and  one  box,  containing  a  small  portion  of  each  article 
in  ease  of  accident.    They  consisted  of  a  great  yariety  of 
clothing,  working  utensils,  leeks,  flints,  powder,  ball^  and 
articles  of  the  greatest  use*  To  these  were  added  fourteen 
bales  and  one  box  of  Indian  presents,  distributed  in  the  same 
manner,  and  composed  of  richly  laced  coats  and  other  arti- 
cles of  dress,  medals,  flags,  kniyiss,  and  tomahawks  for  the 
diiefs— -ornaments  of  difierent  kinds,  particularly  beads, 
loekingglasscs,  handkerchiefs,  paints^  and  generally  such 
articles  as  were  deemed  best  calculated  for  the  taste  of  the 
Indians.  The  party  was  to  embark  on  board  of  three  boats; 
the  first  was  a  keel  boat  fifty-fiye  feet  long,  drawing  three 
feet  water,  carrying  one  large  squaresaU  and  twenty-two 
oiurs,  a  deck  of  ten  feet  in  the  bo  w^  and  stem  formed  a  fore- 
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Msde  and  cabin^  while  the  middle  was  eoveted  hj  loekers, 
lirhieh  might  be  raised  bo  at  to  form  a  l»«ast-woriL  in  ease 
of  attaek.  This  was  "aceompanied  by  two  perioques  or  open 
boats,  one  of  six  and  the  other  of  seren  oars.  Two  hortet 
were  at  the  same  lime  to  be  led  along  the  baidis  of  the  river 
for  the  pu^K>se  of  bringing  home  game,  or  hunting  in  ease 
ofseareity. 

Of  the  proeeedings  of  this  expedition,  the  following  is  a 
fueeinet  and  eireomstantial  narrative. 

All  the  preparations  being  eon^eted,  we  left  oar  en- 
eampment  on  Monday,  May  14th,  1 804.  This  spot  is  at  the 
month  of  Wood  river,  a  small  stream  whieh  empties  itself 
into  the  Mississippi,  opposite  to  the  entraaee  of  the  Mis- 
souri.  It  is  sitnaled  in  latitude  SSf"  B^  ±9^^  north,  and 
longitude  from  Greenwieh,  SO"*  57'  43^.  On  both  sides  of 
the  Mississippi  the  land  (br  two  or  three  miles  is  rieh  and 
level,  but  gradually  swells  into  a  high  pleasant  eonntry, 
with  less  timber  on  the  western  than  on  the  eastern  side, 
bttt  all  susceptible  of  eultivatlon.  The  point  whieh  sepa- 
rates the  two  rivers  on  the  north,  extends  for  ftfteen  or 
twenty  miles,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  an  open  level 
l^ain,  in  which  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  enltivate 
what  little  grain  they  raise.  Not  being  able  to  set  sail 
before  four  o'cloeic  P.  M.*  we  did  not  make  more  than  four 
miles,  and  eneamped  on  the  first  island  c^posite  a  small 
oreek  called  Cold  Water. 

May  15.  The  rain,  which  had  continued  yesterday  and 
last  ni^t,  ceased  this  morning.  We  iliSn<«geeeded,  and 
after  passing  two  small  islands  about  ten  milesfiMhar,  st^ 
pcdfbr  the  night  at  Piper's  landing,  opposite  another  islai^ 
The  water  is  here  very  ri^id  and  the  banks  fUling  in.  We 
Ibund  that  our  boat  was  too  heavily  laden  in  the  stem,  in 
eonsequence  of  which  she  ran  on  logs  three  times  to  day. 
It  became  necessary  to  throw  the  greatest  weight  en  the 
bow  of  ike  boat,  a  precantion  very  necessary  in  aseendii^ 
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Wth  tli6  MlfliCfiiri  and  Mississippi  rivers^  in  tlie  1>cds  ^ 
wUtby  tb^re  lie  great  quantities  of  concealed  timber. 

Tbe  next  morning  we  set  sail  at  five  o*eloelc.  At  tbe  dis- 
tance of  a  few  miles,  we  passed  a  remarliable  large  coal 
hill  on  Ibe  nortb  tide,  ealledj  by  the  Freneb  La  Cbarboo- 
fttere,  and  arrived  at  tbe  town  of  St.  Charles,  Here  we  re- 
mained a  few  days. 

SC  Cbaries  is  a  dmaH  town  on  tbe  nortb  bank  of  the 
Bfissouri,  about  twenty- one  miles  from  its  eonfinenee  with 
tbe  Mississtiqpi.  It  is  situated  in  a  narrow  plain,  sufBeiently 
high  to  protect  it  fkH>m  the  annual  risings  of  tbe  river  in  the 
BioBtb  of  June,  and  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  small  hills, 
which  have  occasioned  its  being  called  PeUte  Qote,  a  name 
by  which  it  b  more  known  to  tbe  French  than  by  that  of 
BL  Charies*  One  principal  street,  about  a  mile  in  length 
and  runninff  parallel  with  tbe  river,  divides  the  town,  which 
is  composed  of  nearly  one  hundred  small  wooden  bouses,  be- 
sides a  ehapcL  The  inhabitants,  about  four  hundred  and 
ftC^  in  number,  are  chiefly  descendants  from  the  French  of 
Canada;  and,  in  their  manners,  they  unite  all  the  careless 
gayety,  and  the  amiable  bosfutality  of  the  best  times  of 
France:  yet,  like  most  of  their  countrymen  in  America, 
they  are  but  HI  qualified  for  the  rude  life  of  a  frontier;  not 
tikat  th^  are  wiUiout  talent,  for  they  possess  much  natural 
genius  and  vivacity;  nor  that  they  are  destitute  of  enter- 
prize,  fbr  their  hunting  excursions  are  long,  laborioust  and 
baaardoQt:- but  tbdr  exertions  are  all  desultory;  their  in- 
dustry is  wit||out  system,  and  witbout  perseverance.  The 
murrouading  country,  therefore,  though  rich,  is  not,  in  geae- 
val,  well  imkivated;  the  inhabitants  chiefly  subsisting  by 
bunting  and  trade  iritb  tbe  Indians,  and  confine  their  cnl- 
tura  to  gardening,  in  which  tbay  excel. 

Being  jirined  by  captain  Lewis,  who  had  been  detained 
1^  business  at  St.  Louis,  we  again  set  sail  on  Monday,  May 
Ititt^  in  the  afternoon,  but  were  prevented  by  wind  and  rain 
from  going  more  than  about  three  miles,  when  we  eneamp- 
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ed  OB  (ht  mpp9t  point  of  an  island^  nearly  c^;>po«ke  a  ereek 
vhlfrh  falls  in  on  tho  south  side. 

On  the  tM  we  made  .about  eighteen  milea,  passing  seTe- 
t-al  snaU  farms  on  the  bank  of  the  riyer,  a  number  of  ishmdsy 
and  a  large  oreek  on  the  south  side^  called  Bonhomme,  or 
Geodmaa's  river.  A  small  nomber  of  emigrants  from 
the  United  States  hare  settled  on  the  sides  of  this  ereeki 
whieh  are  Tory  fertile.  Vfe  also  passed  some  high  lands^ 
and  eneamped^  on  the  north  side^  near  a  small  ereek.  Here 
we  met  with  a  earap  of  Kieki^oo  Indians  who  had  left  us  at 
SI.  (%arles»  with  a  promise  of  proeuring  us  some  provisions 
hy  the  time  we  otertodL  them.  They  now  made  us  a  pre* 
seat  of  four  deer^  and  we  gave  them  in  return  two  quarts  of 
whiskey.  This  tribe  reside  on  the  heads  of  the  SLaskaskia 
and  IIMttois  river,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi,  but 
oeeasionally  hunt  on  the  Missouri. 

May  2d.  Two  miles  from  our  eamp  of  last  night,  we  reach- 
ed a  river  emptying  itself  on  the  north  side,  called  Osage 
Woman  river.  It  is  about  thirty  yards  wide,  and  has  now  a 
settlement  of  diirty  or  forty  families  from  the  United  States. 
Aboat  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  this  is  a  large  cave,  mi 
the  south  side  at  the  foot  of  eliffk  nearly  three  hundred  feet 
high,  overhanging  the  water,  which  becomes  very  swift 
at  this  place.  The  cave  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
wide,  forty  feet  deep,  and  twenty  high,  it  is  known  by  the 
imme  of  the  Tavern,  among  the  traders  who  have  written 
their  names  on  the  rock,  and  painted  some  images  which 
eommand  the  homage  of  the  Indians  and  French.  About  a 
mile  further  we  passed  a  small  creek  called  Tavern  creek, 
and  encamped  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  having  gone 
nine  miles. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  ascended  a  very  difficult  ra- 
pid, ealledthe  Devil's  Race  Ground,  where  the  current  sets 
for  half  a  mile  agaiinst  some  projecting  rooks  on  the  south 
^ide.  We  were  less  fortunate  in  attempting  a  second  place 
of  equal  Afflenlty.    Passing  near  the  southern  shore,  the 
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buk  fell  in  so  fast  as  to  obUge  us  to  cross  tto  river  iastaiit* 
Ij,  between  the  northern  side  and  a  sandbar  which  is  eon* 
fttantly  moving  and  banking  with  the  yioleneeof  the  current. 
The  boat  struck  on  it^and  would  have  upset  immediately 9  if 
the  men  had  not  jumped  into  the  water  and  held  her^  till  the 
sand  washed  from  under  her.  We  encamped  on  the  toutk 
side,  having  ascended  ten  miles,  and  the  next  day.  May  ^» 
passed  on  the  south  side  the  mouth  of  Wood  river,  on  the 
north,  two  small  creeks  and  jieveral  islands,  and  stopped  for 
the  night  at  the  entrance  of  a  creek  on  the  north  side,  call- 
ed by  the  French  La  Charrette,  ten  miles  from  our  last  en- 
campment, and  a  little  above  a  small  village  of  the  same 
name.  It  consists  of  seven  small  houses,  and  as  many  poor 
fkmllies  who  have  fixed  themselves  here  for  the  convenience 
of  trade,  and  form  the  last  establishment  of  whites  on  the 
Missouri.  It  rained  last  night,  yet  we  found  this  morning 
that  the  river  had  fallen  several  inches. 

May  36.  The  wind  being  favourable  we  made  eighteen 
Biiles  to-day.  We  passed  in  the  morning  several  islands,  the 
largest  of  which  is  Bufialoe  island,  separated  from  the 
southern  side  by  a  small  channel  which  receives  the  waters 
of  Bufialoe  creek.  On  the  same  side  is  Shq^erd's  creek, 
a  little  beyond  wliich  we  encamped  on  the  northern  side. 
The  next  day  we  sailed  along  a  large  island  called  Otter 
island,  on  the  northern  side,  extending  nearly  ten  miles  in 
length,  narrow  but  high  in  its  situation,  and  one  of  the  most 
fertile  in  the  whole  river.  Between  it  and  the  northern 
shore,  three  small  creeks,  one  of  which  has  the  same  name 
with  the  island,  empty  themselves.  On  the  southern  shore 
is  a  creek  twenty  yards  wide,  called  Ash  creek.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  we  met  two,  canoes  loaded  with  furs, 
which  had  been  two  months  on  their  route  from  the  Mahar 
nation,  residing  more  than  seven  hundred  miles  up  the  ri- 
ver—one large  raft  from  the  Pawnees  on  the  river  Platte» 
and  three  others  from  the  Grand  Osage  river.  At  the  dis. 
tance  of  fifteen  miles  we  encamped  on  a  willow  island^  at 
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tke  eatraoee  of  ike  river  Gaseonade.  Tbis  rirer  fails  into 
the  Mhtomi  from  the  soath^  one  hundred  miles  firom  the 
MississiMM.  Its  length  is  about  one  hundred  and  Hfty  miles 
in  a  eooree  generally  northeast  through  a  hilly  eoontrj. 
€>n  its  hanks  are  a  number  of  saltpetre  eaves,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved some  mines  vt  lead  in  the  vieinity.  Its  width  at  the 
month  is  one  hundred  ud  flfty^seven  yards,  and  its  depth 
ateeteeaioeC. 

Here  we  halted  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and  drying 
our  provisions,  and  making  the  aeeessary  celestial  observa- 
tions. This  being  completed,  we  set  sail  on  the  29th  at  four 
o'eloek,  and  at  four' miles  distance  encamped  on  the  south- 
side,  above  a  small  creek,  called  Deer  creek*  The  next  d^^, 
30th,  we  set  out  early,  and  at  two  miles  distant  reached  a 
large  eave,  on  the  north,  called  Ifontbmn's  tavern,  after  a 
Freneh  trader  of  that  name,  just  Above  a  creek  called  after 
the  same  person.    Beyond  this  is  a  large  island,  and  at  tho 
distaaee  of  four  miles,  Rush  creek  coming  in  from  the 
sovth;  at  eleven.  Big-muddy  river  on  the  north,  about  Mj 
yards  wide;  three  miles  further,  is  Little-muddy  river  on 
the  same  side,  oj^osite  to  which  we  encamiied  at  the  mouth 
dTOrindstone  creek.  T%e  rain  which  began  last  night  con- 
thmod  through  the  day,  accompanied  with  high  wind  and 
soBM  hail.    The  river  has  been  rising  fast  for  two  days,  and 
the  country  arround  appears  full  of  water.  Along  the  sides 
of  the  river  to  day  we  observe  much  timber,  the  cotton  wood, 
the  «yimiore,  hickory,  white  walnut,  some  grapevines,  and 
rashes— the  high  west  wind  and  rain  compelled  us  to  remain 
all  the  next  day.  May  81.  In  the  afternoon  a  boat  came  down 
the  Grand  *  Osage  river,  bringing  a  letter  from  a  per- 
sent  to  the  Osage  nation  on  the  Arkansaw  river,  which 
itiMed  that  the  letter  announcing  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
was  committed  to  the  flames-^hat  the  Indians  would 
not  believe  that  the  Americans  were  owners  of  that  country, 
aoA  disregarded  St.  Louis  and  its  supplies.    The  party  was 
ooeopiod  in  hunting,  in  the  course  of  which,  they  caught  in 
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the  woods  serenil  yery  l«rge  rats.  We  set  wil  ewrly  the  next 
noraing,  Jane  Itt,  and  ut  six  miles  distant  passed  Bear 
ereelK»  a  stream  of  abonc  twettty-ire  yards  widtli:  bat  tke 
wind  being  ahead  and  tlie  enrrent  rapid,  we  were  nnable  te 
make  mere  than  thirteen  miles  to  the  month  of  (he  Osage 
riren  where  we  eneamped  and  remained  the  Mlewingday, 
Ant  the  purpose  of  makingeelestialebseniratiens.  The  Osage 
river  empties  itself  into  the  Missouri,  at  one  hnndted  and 
tlurty-three  miles  distance  from  the  month  of  the  latter  rfr- 
Tor.  Its  general  eonrse  is  west  and  west  soathwest  through 
a  rieh  and  level  country.  At  the  jonetion  the  Missouri  is 
about  eig^t  hundred  and  seyenty-flve  yards  wide,  and  the 
Osage  three  hundred  and  ninety-seren.  The  low  point  of 
Junetion  is  in  latitude  58""  ftl'  16'',  and  at  a  short  distaaee 
from  it  is  a  high  eommanding  position,  whenee  we  enjoyed 
a  delightful  prospeet  of  the  eountry. 

The  Osage  river  gives  or  owes  its  name  to  a  nation  in- 
habiting its  banks  at  a  considerable  distanoe  from  Uiis  j^aee. 
Their  present  name  however,  seems  to  have  origiaatad  from 
the  French  traders,  for  both  among  themselves  and  their 
neighbours  they  are  eaHed  the  Wasbashas.  lliey  number 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred  warriors,  and  consist  of 
three  tribes:  the  Great  Osages  of  about  ive  hundred  war- 
riors, living  in  a  village  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river — the 
Little  Osages,  of  nearly  half  that  number,  residing  at  the 
•distance  of  six  miles  from  them — and  the  Arkansaw  band, 
a  eolony  of  Osages,  of  six  hundred  warriors,  vrho  leA  them 
some  years  ago,  under  the  command  of  aehief  called  the 
Bigfoot,  and  settled  on  the  Yermillion  river,  a  branch  of  the 
Arkansaw.  In  person  the  Osages  are  among  the  largest 
and  best  formed  Indians,  and  are  said  to  possess  fine  milita- 
ry capadties;  but  residing  as  they  do  in  viHages,  and  hav- 
ing made  considerable  advance  in  agriculture,  thej  seem 
less  addicted  to  war,  than  their  northern  ne%hhoiirs,  to 
whom  the  use  of  rifles  gives  a  great  superiority.  Among 
the  peeuliarities  of  this  pe^e,  there  is  notluag  more  re- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Up  the  MissourL  t 

■larkaUe  than  Che  tradition  relatire  to  their  or%fai.  Ae- 
eer4ing  to  universal  belief^  the  founder  of  the  nation  wmt  a 
snail  pissing  a  quiet  existenee  tieng  the  banks  of  the  OsagOf 
t91  a  Ugh  flood  swept  him  down  to  the  Missouri,  and  ioftUn 
exposed  on  the  shone.  The  heat  of  the  sun  at  length  ripen* 
ed  him  into  a  man^  but  with  the  efaange  of  his  nature,  ho 
had  not  foi^gotten  his  native  seats  on  the  Osage,  towardo 
wfaieh,  he  immediately  heat  his  way.  lie  was  however 
soon  overtaken  by  hunger,  and  fistigue,  when  happily  the 
Great  Spirit  appeared^  and  giving  him  a  bow  and  anroWf 
showed  him  how  to  kill  and  eook  doer,  and  eover  lumself 
wkh  the  skin.  He  then  proceeded  to  his  original  rcsidenee, 
but  as  he  approached  the  river,  he  was  met  by  a  beaver,  who 
inquired  haughtily  who  he  was,  and  by  what  authority  ho 
oaaie  to  disturb  his  possession.  The  Osage  answered  that 
the  river  was  his  own,'  for  he  had  onee  lived  on  its  borders. 
As  they  stood  disputing,  the  daughter  of  the  beaTor  eame, 
and  Unring  by  her  entreaties  reeoneiled  her  father  to  this 

b  y^vng  stranger,  it  was  proposed  that  the  Osage  should 
■uurry  the  young  hearer,  and  share  with  her  fismlly  the  en* 
j^rment  of  the  river.  The  Osage  t*eadily  eonsented,  and 
from  this  happy  union  there  soon  came  the  village  and  the 
■atlOB  of  the  Wasbasha,  or  Osages,  who  have  ever  sineo 
preservtd  a  pious  reverence  for  their  aneestors,  abstaining 
from  the  ehaoe  of  the  beaver,  beeause  in  killing  that  ani- 
mal, they  killed  a  brother  of  the  Osage.  Of  late  years» 
however,  since  the  trade  with  the  whites  has  rendered  bea^ 
ver  skins  more  valuable^  die  sanetity  of  these  maternal  re« ' 
'    latives  has  visibly  reduced,  and  the  poor  animals  have  neav- 

\  I J  loot  all  the  privileges  of  kindred. 

f  On  the  afternoon  of  June  3,  we  proceeded,  and  at  three 

niles  distant,  reached  a  creek  called  Cupboard  creek,  from 
a  roek  of  that  appearance  near  its  entrance.  Two  miles  fur- 
the?  wa  encamped  at  Moreau  creek,  a  stream  of  twenty 

\  0^^  'ymtda  width,  on  the  southern  side.    The  next  morning,  wo 
<^  an  eariy  hour^  Cedar  island  on  tiie  norths  so  called 
▼ot.  I.  c  r^^^^T^ 
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from  the  mbandftnee  of  the  tree  of  that  name;  near  whidi  Is 
a  small  creek,  named  Nightingale  ereek,  from  a  bird  ^ 
that  ipeeieS)  \tho  sang  for  us  daring  the  night.    Beyond 
Cedar, island,  are  some  others  of  a  smaller  extent,  and 
at  sereft  miles  distance  a  creek  fifteen  or  twenty  yards 
wide,  enieHng  from  the  north,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Cedar  creek.    At  seren  and  a  half  miles  further,  we  passed 
OB  the  south  side  another  ereek,  which  we  called  Mast 
week,  from  the  circumstance  of  our  mast  being  broken  1^ 
running  undsr  a  concealed  tree;  a  little  abore  is  another 
ereek  on  the  left,  one  mile  beyond  which  we  encamped  mi 
the  southern  shore  under  high  proj  ecting  cliffs.  The  French 
had  reported  that  lead  ore  was  to  be  foulid  in  this  place,  but 
on  examining  the  hills,  we  could  discern  no  appearance 
of  that  mineral.  Along  the  rirer  on  the  south,  is  a  low  land 
eoTcred  with  rushes,  and  high  nettles,  and  near  the  mouths 
of  the  creeks,  supplied  with  oak,  ash,  and  wahint  timber. 
On  the  north  the  land  is  rich  and  Well  situated.    We  made 
scTealeen  and  a  half  miles  this  day.    The  river  is  falling 
slowly.  We  continued  our  route  the  next  morning  eariy:  a 
small  ereek  called  Lead  creek>  on  the  south;  another  on  the 
norths  known  to  the  French  by  the  name  of  Little  Good 
Woman's  ereekvand  again  Big  Roek  ereek  on  the  south 
were  the  only  streams  we  passed  this  morning.    At  elcTea 
o'eloek  we  met  a  raft  made  of  two  canoes  joined  toge- 
ther, in  which  two  French  traders  were  descending,  from 
eighty  leagues  up  the  riTcr  Kanzas,  where  they  had  win- 
tered, and  caught  ^reat  quantities  of  beaTcr,  but  had  lost 
much  of  their  game  by  fires  from  the  prairies.    They 
told  us  that  the  Kanzas  nation  is  now  hiOiting  buffidoe  la 
the  plains,  having  passed  the  last  winter  in  this  river.  Two 
miles  further,  we  reached  on  the  south  Little  Manitou 
ereek,  which  takes  its  name  from  a  strange  figure  resem- 
bling the  bust  of  a  man,  with  the  horns  of  a  stag,  painted  on 
a  projecting  rock,  which  may  represent  some  spirit  or  drt* 
tj.    Near  this  is  a  sandbar  extending  several  miles,  whiek 
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MMbrt  tlM  nftTigatim  dMeultt  and  a  tamll  «Mek  eaUed 
Sasd  ereek  on  the  souths  where  we  iteiiped  for  dfaia^, 
aad  gathered  wild  eresses  and  tongue  grass  from  the  sand- 
bar. The  rapidity  of  the  enrrents  added  to  onr  having  bra- 
Ken  oar  oiast^  prevented  our  going  more  than  twelve  and  a 
hdif  miles.  The  seouts  and  hunters  whom  we  always  k^ 
eaty  regiort  that  they  kave  seen  fresh  tracks  of  Indians,  Tho 
W0Xt  morning  we  left  our  eamp^  which  was  on  the  sonth 
side^  opposite  to  a  large  island  in  the  middle  of  the  rivers 
and  at  five  miles  reached  a  creek  on  the  north  side,  of  aboat 
twenty  yards  wide^  called.  Split  Rock  ereek,  from  a  fissure 
in  the  point  of  a  neighbouring  roek.  Three  miles  beyond 
this,  mt  the  south  is  Saline  river^  it  is  about  thirty  yards 
wide^  and  has  its  .name  from  the  number  of  salt  Utkfi,  and 
sptirngBf  which  render  its  water  brackish;  the  river  is  very 
ia|nd  and  the  banks  falling  in.  After  leaving  Saline  creek, 
we  passed  one  large  island  and  several  smaller  ones,  having 
made  foorteen  miles.  The  water  rose  a  foot  daring  the  last 
aigbt. 

The  next  day,  June  7»  we  passed  at  four  and  a  half  miles 
Big  Manitou  creek,  near  which  is  a  limestone  rock  inlaid 
with  fiint  of  various  colours,  and  embellished,  or  at  least 
covered,  with  uncouth  paintings  of  animals- and  inscriptions. 
We  landed  to  examine  it,  but  found  the  plaee  occupied  by  a 
nest  of  rattksnakes,  of  which  we  killed  three.  We  also 
tt^imined  some  licks  and  springs  of  salt  water,  two  or  three 
miles  up  this  creek.  We  then  proceeded  by  some  smaU 
willow  islands,  and  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Good  Woman 
river  on  the  north.  It  is  about  thirty-five  yatds  wide,  and 
said  to  be  navigable  for  boats  several  leagues.  The  hung- 
ers, who  had  hitherto  given  us  only  deer^  brought  in  this 
evening  three  bearS|,and  had  seen  some  indication  of  buflSi- 
loe.    We  had  come  fourteen  miles. 

Jane  8,  we  saw  several  small  willow  islands,  and  a 
crock  <m  the  south,  near  which  are  a  ntlmber  of  deer  licks; 
at  ntee  mitet  distauee  we  came  to  Mine  river.    This  river. 
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WUA  &Ut  itit«  tkt  BfiMouri  from  the  soutk,  is  m4  tm  Iw 
BftTigable  far  iHMitt  eighty  or  Disety  miles,  Md  is  aheut  serra- 
ty  yards  wide  at  its  Hiovth.  It  forks  itboat  fire  or  six  leaguee 
ftom  the  Missourif  aad  at  the  point  of  junetioa  are  some  Tery 
rieh  saltjffringsi  the  west  branehiopartieular,  h  so  mveli 
impregDated,  that,  for  twenty  miles,  the  water  is  not  palala- 
Ue:  several  hranehes  of  Ae  Maniton  and  Good  Woipan  are 
eqmlly  tinetnred.  Hie  Freneh  report  also,  that  lead  ore  has 
been  fiMtnd  on  diffisrent  parts  of  the  river.  We  made  seve- 
ml  exenrsions  near  the  river  through  the  low  rieh  eomttry 
OB  its  banks,  and  after  dinner  went  on  to  the  island  of  Milbf 
where  we  eneamped.  We  met  with  a  party  of  three  hnnt« 
ore  from  the  Sionx  river;  they  had  been  oat  for  twelve 
months,  and  ei^eeted  abont  nine  hnndred  dollars  worth  of 
peltries  and  fars.    We  aseended  this  river  twelve  miles. 

On  the  9th,  we  set  ont  early,  and  reached  a  oliff  of  roeks, 
oaUed  the  Arrow  Book,  near  to  whieh  is  a  pndrio  ealled  the 
Prairies  of  Arrows,  and  Arrow  ereek,  a  small  stream  abont 
eight  yards  wide,  whose  source  is  in  the  adjoining  prairies 
M  the  south.  At  this  cliff  the  Missoari  is  confined  within 
a  bed  of  two  hundred  yards;  and  about  four  mUes  tofthe 
south  east  is  a  large  Ikk  and  salt  spring  of  great  strength. 
About  throe  miles  farther  is  Blackbird  ereek  on  the  north 
side,  opposite  to  which,  is  an  island  and  a  prairie  inclosing 
a  small  lake.  Five  miles  heyond  this  we  encamped  on  the 
•onth  side,  after  making,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  thirteen 
miles.  The  land  on  the  north  is  a  high  rich  plain.  On  Uie 
south  it  is  also  even,  of  a  good  quality,  and  rising  from  fifty 
to  one  hnndred  feet. 
*  The  next  morning,  iOth,  we  passed  Deer  creek,  and  at 
the  distance  of  five  miles,  the  two  rivers  ealled  by  the 
m^ttch  the  two  Charatons,  a  corruption  of  Thieraton,  the 
first  of  which  is  thirty,  die  second  seventy  yards  wide,  and 
enter  the  Missouri  togetlier.  They  are  botii  navigable  for 
boaft:  the  country  throng  which  they  pass  is  bndLcn,  rich, 
aad  thickly  covered  vrith  timber.    The  Ayauway  nation. 
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1— rigHngrf  thyee  hundred  mePf  have  nT^igeMar  itthead* 
miters  on  the  river  De  Moines.    IVoiher  ^n  we  passed  a 
large  island  eailed  Chieot  or  8t«D|^  Island,  and  eneamped 
mm  the  sooth,  after  inahing  ten  miles.    A  head  wind  fiNreed 
no  to  reBMih  there  all  the  next  daj,  doring  whieh^ire  dried 
tte  meat  we  had  UUed,  and  examined  the  surrounding 
•oantry,  whieh  e^mnsts  of  good  land,  well  watered,  and  snf* 
pUed  with  timber:  the  pndries  also  differ  from  those  east- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  inasmaeh  as  the  latter  are  gene- 
rally witiiont  any  eoTorit^  exeept  grass,  whilst  the  former 
ahoand  with  hazel,  gnq[ies  and  other  fruits,  among  whieh  is 
the  Osage  plum  of  a  supprior  siae  and  qnality.    On  the 
morning  of  the  l^h,  we^^sed  through  diffieolt  j^aees  in 
the  river,  and  reaehed  Plnm  ereek  on  the  south  side.   At 
one  o'eloek,  we  met  two  rafts  loaded,  the  one  with  fars,  the 
other  with  the  taUow  of  bnffkloe;  thej  were  from  Uie  Si- 
oux nation,  and  on  their  way  to  St.  Louis;  but  we  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  engage  one  of  them,  a  Mr.  Durimi,  who  had 
fired  with  that  nation  more  than  twenty  years,  and  was 
hi^  in  their,  confidenoe,  to  aeoompany  us  thither.    We 
made  nine  miles.    On  the  ISth,  we  passed  at  between  four 
and  fiye  miles,  a  bend  of  the  river,  and  two  ereeks  on  the 
north,  e^ed  the  Round  Bend  ereeks.    Between  these  two 
ereeks  i  Aie  prairie,  in  whieh  onee  stood  the  aneient  vil- 
lage of  the  Missouris.    Of  this  village  there  remains  no 
vestige,  nor  is  there  any  thing  to  reeall  this  great  and  nu- 
merous nation,  exeept  a  feeble  remnant  of  about  thirty  fk- 
milies.    Tkej  were  driven  from  their  original  seats  by  the 
invasicms  of  the  Sauks  and  other  Indians  from  the  Missis- 
sippi, who  destroyed  at  this  village  two  hundred  of  them  in 
one  eontest,  and  sought  refuge  near  the  Little  Osage,  on 
the  othMr  side  of  the  river.    The  eneroaehment  of  the  same 
enemies  foreed,  about  thirty  years  sinee,both  these  nations 
from  the  banks  of  the  Missouri.  Afew  retired  with  the  Osage, 
and  the  remainder  fbund  an  asylum  on  the  river  Platte, 
among  the  Ottoes,  who  are  themselves  deeUning.    Oppo- 
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site  the  plaii  dien  wmb  u  iiiaBd  Mid  a  Fr^mA  fort,  but 
there  is  new  no  tsppmnm^  #f  either,  the  sueeeiri^  iBm- 
dfttioBs  haying  probably  washed  them  away^  as  the  wiUow 
iskiid  whieh  U  in  the  sitnation  deMuibed  by  Da  Prats,  is 
small  and  of  reeeat  Csnaatioa.    Five  miles  from  this  fdaee 
is  the  month  of  Grand  Birer,  where  we  eneamped.    lUs 
rirer  fidlows  a  eonrse  neariy  sonth»  or  sonth  east,  and  is 
between  eighty  and  a  hoadred  yards  wide  where  it  enters 
the  Missonri,  near  a  delightfjol  and  rieh  plain.    A  raeoon^ 
a  bear,  and  some  deer  were  obtained  to  day.    We  proeeed* 
ed  at  six  o'eloek  the  next  morning.    The  eurrent  was  so 
rapid  and  the  banks  on  the  north  felling  in  so  constantly, 
that  ^e  were  obliged  to  a^irodbh  the  sandbars  on  the 
sooth.    These^  were  moring  continnally,  and  fbrmed  the 
worst  passi^  we  had  seen,  and  whieh  we  snrraonnted  with 
maeh  diflonlty.    We  met  a  trading  raft  from  the  Pawnee 
nation  on  the  river  Platte,  and  attempted  nnsuoeessfally  to 
engage  one  of  their  party  to  return  with  us.  At  the  distanee 
el  Of^t  miles,  we  came  to  some  high  cliffs,  called  the  Snake 
Uaffs,  from  the  number  of  that  animal  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  immediately  above  these  bluffs.  Snake  creek,  about 
eighteen  yards  wide,  on  which  we  encamped.    One  of  our 
hanters,  a  half  Indian,  brou^t  us  an  account  of  ^  having 
to  day  passed  a  small  lake,  near  which  a  numl^i  of  deer 
were  feeding,  and  in  the  pond  he  heard  a  snake  making  a 
guttural  noise  Uke  a  turkey.    He  fired  his  gun,  but  the> 
noise  became  louder.    He  adds,  that  he  has  heard  the  In- 
dians mention  this  species  of ,  snake,  and  this  story  is  con- 
finned  by  a  Frenchman  of  our  party.    All  the  next  day, 
the  ^ver  being  very  high,  the  sandbars  were  so  rolling  and 
numerous,  and  the  eurrent  so  strong,  that  we  w«re  unable 
to  stem  it  even  with  oars  added  to  our  sails;  this  oUiged  us 
to  go  nearer  the  banks,  which  were  falling  in,  so  that  we 
eoutd  not  make,  though  the  boat  was  occasionally  towed, 
more  than  fourteen  miles.    We  passed  several  islands  and 
one  creek  on  the  south  side^  and  encamped  on  the  north  op- 
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podte  m  bmntifBl  fMn,  whieh  extwdi  mt  ftr  kmtk  m  tke 
Osage  rireTf  and  some  miles  up  the  AUsseurL  In  firent  of 
eor  eaeampment  tare  the  remam  ef  an  old  Tillage  ef  the 
little  Osage,  dtuated  at  some  distanee  from  the  riTer^  aad 
at  the  foot  of  a  snudl  hilL  Aboat  three  miles  aboTo  them^ 
la  view  of  oar  eamp  is  the  sitaatioa  of  the  old  Tillage  of  the 
Mitsoaris  after  thej  fled  from  the  Banks.  The  inroads  of 
the  same  tribe  eompelled  the  Little  Osage  to  retire  from 
tiie  Miisoiiri  a  few  years  ago,  and  establish  themselTes  near 
the  Grreat  Osages.  The  riTer,  which  is  here  about  one  milo 
wide,  had  risen  in  the  morning,  bat  fell  towards  OTeaing* 
Early  this  morning,  June  idth,  we  jcrined  the  eamp  of  oar 
haaters,  who  had  proTided  two  deer  and  two  bear,  and  then 
passing  an  island  and  a  prairie  on  the  north  eovered  with  a 
qieeies  of  timothy,  made  oar  way  through  bad  saadbara  and 
a  swift  current,  to  an  encampment  for  the  CTcning,  on  the 
north  side,  at  ten  miles  dittance.  The  timber  which  we 
examined  to  day  was  not  snflteiently  strong  for  oars;  the 
ainsquitoes  and  ticks  afc  exceedingly  trouMesomc.  On  the 
17th,  we  set  out  eariy,  and  baring  come  to  a  conTi^feiieat 
place  at  one  mile  distance,  for  procuring  timber  and  maUnf 
oars,  we  occupied  oursclTcs  in  that  way  on  this  and  the  fid* 
kwing  ddy.  The  country  on  the  north  of  the  riTcr  is  rich 
9tA  coTciW  with  idmber;  among  whieh  we  paocured  the 
adi  for  oars*  At  two  miles  it  changes  into  cxtensiTe  pn^ries^ 
and  at  scTcn  or  eight  miles  distanee  becomes  higher  and 
waTing.  The  prairie  and  high  lands  on  the  south  com- 
menee  more  immediately  on  the  riTcr;  the  whole  is  well  wa» 
tared  smd  proridcd  with  game,  such  as  deer,  elk,  and  bear* 
The  hunters  lH*ought  in  a  fat  horse  which  was  probaU^ 
loot  by  some  war  party— ibis  being  the  crossing  place  for 
the  Saidu,  Ayauways,  and  Sioux,  in  their  excursions  s^ainst 
the  Osage. 

Jane  19,  the  oart  being  finished,  we  proceeded  under 
a  geatlebreeae  by  two  large  and  some  smaller  islands.  The 
saadbata  are  numeroas  and  so  bad^  that  at  one  place  wo 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


if  Le»i$  9mA  Clarke*$  Expedition 

mtftt  foreed  to  dear  away  the  driftwood  in  order  to  past: 
Uie  water  too  was  so  rapid  that  we  were  uader  tha  aeeessity 
of  towing  the  boat  for  half  a  mile  round  a  point  of  rooks  on 
the  south  side.  We  passed  two  ereeks,  one  ealled  Tiger 
ereelc  on  tiie  north,  twenty-ffre  yards  wide  at  the  extremity 
of  a  lai^  island  called  Panther  Island;  the  other  Tabo 
ereek  on  the  south,  fifteen  yards  wide.  Along  the  shores 
are  gooseberries  and  raspberries  in  great  a,bundanoe.  At 
the  distance  of  setenteen  and  a  half  miles  we  encamped  on 
the  south,  near  a  lake  about  two  miles  from  the  rirer  atfl 
sereral  in  f ireurofercnce;  and  much  frequented  by  deer  and 
all  kinds  of  fowls.  On  the  north  the  land  is  higher  and  bet- 
ter calculated  for  fkrms  than  that  on  the  south,  which  as- 
cends more  gradually,  but  is  still  rich  and  feasant.  Hie 
musquitoes  and  other  animals  are  so  troublesome  that  mns- 
qnitoe  biers  or  nets  were  distributed  to  the  party.  1^ 
next  morning  we  passed  a  large  island,  opposite  to  whidi 
on  the  north  is  a  large  and  beautiful  prairie,  called  Bwk 
prairie,  the  land  being  fine  and  well  timbered  <m  both  siiles 
the  river.  I^elicans  were  seen  to  day.  We  made  six  and 
three  quarter  miles,  and  encamped  at  the  lower  point  of  a 
small  island,  along  the  north  side  of  which  we  proceeded 
the  next  day,  June  31st,  but  not  without  danger  in  eonsc- 
qnei)ce  of  the  sands  and  the  rapidity  of  the  lAter  which 
rose  three  inches  last  night.  Behind  another  island  come 
in  from  the  sonth  two  creeks,  called  Eau,  Bean,  or  Clear 
Water  creeks;  on  the  north  is  a  very  remarkable  bend, 
where  the  hi^  lands  approach  the  river,  and  forman  aento 
angle  at  the  head  of  a  large  island  produced  by  a  narrow 
channel  throng  the  point  of  the  bend.  We  passed  several 
other  islands,  and  encamped  at  seven  and  a  half  nsiles  osi 
tbe  south. 

tid.  The  river  rose  during  the  night  four  inches.  The 
water  is  very  rapid  and  crowded  with  eoaoealed  timber. 
We  passed  two  large  islands  and  an  extensive  prairie  on  the 
sMthy  begisBing  with  a  rich  low  land,  aad  rising  t^tht 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Up  the  MiMBourL  if 

distenee  of  seveatj  or  eighty  feet  of  roOtiig  ohftr  tmmtrj. 
The  thermoiiieter  at  three  o*eloek  P*  M.  was  at  87"^.  After 
toBHig  (en  and  a  hidf  miles  w^  encamped  on  the  souths  op- 
posite a  lATge  ereek  called  Fire  Prairie  rirer. 

23d«  The  wind  was  against  as  this  morning,  and  became 
ap  Tiolent  thai  we  made  only  three  and  a  half  miles,  and 
were  ^bilged  to  lie  to  during  the  day  at  a  small  island.  This 
is  separated  from  the  northern  side  by  a  narrow  channel 
which  eannot  be  passed  by  boats,  being  choaked  by  trees 
and  drifted  wood.  Directly  opposite  on  the  south,  is  a  hi|^ 
eommaading  position,  more  than  seventy  feet  above  high 
water  mark,  and  overlooking  the  river  which  is  here  of  but 
little  widths  this  spot  has  many  advantages  for  a  fort,  and 
trading  house  with  the  Indians**  The  river  fell  eight  inch- 
es last  night. 

Tlie  next  day,  Mth,  we  passed  at  eight  miles  distaneOf 
Hay  Cabin  ereek  coming  in  from  the  south,  about  twenty 
yards  wide,  and  so  called  friom  camps  of  straw  built  on  it} 
to  Che  north  are  some  rocks  projecting  iato  the  river,  and  a 
little  beyond  them  a  ereek  on  the  same  side,  called  Chant- 
ton  Searty;  that  is,  Charaton  like  the  Otter.  We  halted, 
after  making  eleven  and  a  half  miles^  the  country  on  bothr 
sides  being  fine^nd  interspersed  with  prairies,  in  which  we 
new  see  owmerous  herds  of  deer,  pasturing  in  the  plains  or 
feeding  on  the  young  willows  of  the  river. 

25th.  A  thick  fqg  detained  us  till  eight  o'clock,  when  we 
set  sail,  and  at  three  miles  reached  a  bank  of  stone  coal  on 
the  north,  which  appeared  to  be  very  abundant:  just  below 
it  is  a  ereek  culled  after  the  bank  La  Chai*bonniere.  Four 
miles  furtfier,  and  on  the  southern  side,  comes  in  a  small 
ereek,  called  La  Benite.  The  prairies  here  approach  the 
river  aodeontain  many  fruits,  such  as  plums,  raspberries, 
wild  apples,  and  neaver  the  river  vast  quantities  of  mulber- 

*  The  United  States  built  in  September,  1808|  a  factory  and 
im  at  this  spot,  which  is  veiy  convenient  for  trading  with  the 
Ossgf  1,  Ayaowayi,  and  Kansas. 

VOL.  I.  0 
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ries.  Our  cunoampmeiit  was  at  thirteen  miles  Jirtaaee  ei^ 
ma  island  to  the  D(|rth«  oi>posite  seme  hills  higher  than  usaalf 
and  almost  one  hundred  and  sixty  or  one  hundred  and  eigh^ 
feet.  26th«  At  one  mile  we  passed  at  the  end  of  a  small 
island^  Blue  Water  ereekf  whieh  is  about  thirty  yards  wide 
at  its  entrance  from  the  south.*  Here  the  Missouri  is  e<Ni- 
fined  within  a  narrow  bed»  and  the  current  still  more  so  hgr 
counter  currents  or  whirls  on  one  side  and  a  high  hank  oa 
the  other.  We  passed  a  small  island  and  a  sandbar^  whew 
our  tow  rope  brolie  twieCf  and  we  rowed  round  with  great 
exertions,  yfe  saw  a  number  of  parroquets^  and  killed 
some  deer;  after  nine  and  three  quarter  miles  we  encamped 
at  the  upper  point  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kanzas:  here 
we  remained  twadays,  during  whieh  we  made  the  neeessaty 
observationSf  recruited  the  party^  and  repaired  tl|e  boaC 
The  river  Kanzas  takes  its  rise  in  the  plains  between  the 
Ai^ansaw  and  Platte  rivers^  and  pursues  a  course  generally 
east  tiU  its  junction  with  the  Missouri  which  is  in  latitude 
W  31'  IS'';  here  it  is  three  hundred  and  forty  and  a  quar- 
ter yards  wide*  though  it  is  wider  a  short  distance  above  the 
mouA.  The  Missouri  itself  is  about  five  hundred  yards  in 
*width;  the  poin^  of  union  is  low  and  subject  to  inundations 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards^  it  then  rises  a  little  above 
high  water  mark»  and  continues  so  as  far  back  as  the  hills. 
On  the  south  of  the  Kanzas  the  hills  or  highlands  come 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  river;  on  tlie  north  of  the 
Missouri  they  do  not  approach  nearer  than  several  miles; 
but  on  all  sides  the  country  is  fine*  The  comparative  spe- 
cific gravities  of  the  two  rivers  is,  for  the  Missouri  seventy- 
eighty  the  Kanzas  seventy-two  degrees;  the  waters  of  the  lat- 
ter have  a  very  disagreeable  taste;  the  former  has  risen  dur* 
lag  yesterday  and  to  day  about  two  feet.  On  the  banks  of 
the  Kanzas  reside  the  Indians  of  the  same  name»  consisting 
of  two  villages^  one  at  about  twenty^  the  other  forty  leagues 

*  A  few  miles  up  the  Blue  Water  Creek  are  quarries  ef 
plaster  of  paris»  since  worked  and  brought  down  to  St*  Louis, 
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from  ttfl  month,  «id  amuimtfaig  to  about  three  hondred  men. 
They  once  lived  twenty-four  leagues  higher  than  the  Kan- 
sas, on  the  south  bank  of  the  Missonri,  and  were  then  mora 
numetous,  i^it  they  have  been  redueed  and  banished  by  tho 
Banks  and  Ayauways,  who  being  better  supplied  with  arms 
have  an  advantage  over  the  Kansas,  though  the  latter  are 
not  less  fierce  or  warlike  than  themselves.  This  nation  is 
now  hunting  in  the  plains  for  the  buffidoe  which  our  hunt- 
■  ers  have  seen  for  the  first  time^ 

On  the  Sdth,  we  set  out  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  ha- 
ving passed  a  sandbar,  near  which  the  boat  was  almost 
lost,  and  a  large  island  on  the  north,  we  encamped  at  seven 
and  a  quarter  miles  on  the  same  side  in  the  low  lands, 
where  the  rushes  are  so  thick  that  it  is  troublesome  to  walk 
through  them.  Early  the  next  morning,  30th,  we  reachcfd,  at 
five  miles  distance,  the  mouth  of  a  river  coming  in  from  the 
north,  and  called  by  the  French,  Fetite  Riviere  Platte,  or 
little  Shallow  river;  it  is  about  sixty  yards  wide  at  its 
month.  A  few  of  the  party  who  asoended  informed  us,  that 
the  huids  on  both  sides  are  good*  and  thatihere  are  several 
fidls  well  calculif^ted  for  mills;  the  wind  was  from  the  south 
west,  and  the  weather  oppressively  warm,  the  thermometer 
standing  at  06^  above  0  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.  One  mile 
beyond  this  is  a  small  credL  on  the  south,  at  five  miles  from 
which  we  encamped  on  the  same  side,  opposite  the  lower 
point  of  an  island  called  Diamond  island.  The  land  on  the 
north  between  the  Uttle  Shallow  river,  and  the  Missouri  is 
not  good  and  sulgect  to  overflow — on  the  south  it  is  higher 
and  better  timbered. 

July  ist^  We  proceeded  along  the  north  side  of  Diamond 
island,  where  a  small  creek  called  Biscuit  creek  empties  it- 
self. One  and  a  half  miles  above  the  island  is  a  large  sand- 
bar in  the  middle  of  the  river,  beyond  which  we  stopped  to 
refresh  the  men,  Who  sufli^red  very  much  from  the  heat. 
Here  we  observed  great  quantities  of  grapes  and  raspber- 
riaai .  Between  one  wd  two  miles  further  al*e  three  islimds 
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mad  a  oreek  oa  tlie  sovth  kmvn  by  the  Frendi  DMne  of  Be^ 
flMre.  Tkc  maia  current  which  is  now  on  the  south  side  of 
the  largest  of  the  three  islands,  ran  three  years,  as  we  were 
toM  on  the  norlh»  and  there  was  then  no  appeanUiee  of  th« 
two  sDMdler  islands.  At  the  distance  of  four  and  a  half 
milet  we  reached  the  lower  point  of  a  cluster  of  small  it* 
lands,  two  large  and  two  smaU,  called  Isles  des  Pares  or 
field  Islands.  PaccaOn  trees  were  this  ^ay  seen,  and  large 
quantities  of  deer  and  turkies  on  the  hanks.  We  had  ad- 
Tanced  twelre  miles. 

July  2d.  We  left  our  encampment,  opposite  to  which  is 
a  hif^  and  beautiful  prairie  on  the  southern  side,  and  pas- 
sed up  the  south  of  the  ishuids,  which  are  high  meadows^ 
and  a  creek  on  the  north  caUed  Pare  creek.    Here  for  half 
an  honr  the  river  became  covered  with  drift  wood,  which 
rendered  the  navigation  dangerous,  and  was  probably  caused 
by  the  giting  way  of  some  sandbar^  which  had  detained  the 
wood.    After  making  five  miles  we  passed  a  stream  on  the 
south  called  Turky  creek,  near  a  sandbar,  where  we  eooM 
scarcely  stem  the  current  with  twenty  oars,  and  allthepolea 
we  had.    On  the  north  at  about  two  miles  further  is  a  large 
island  called  by  the  Indians,  Wan-car-da- war-eard-da,  or  the 
Bear  Medicine  island.    Here  we  landed  and  replaced  oar 
mast,  which  had  be^n  broken  three  days  ago,  by  running 
against  a  tree,  overhanging  the  river.    Thence  we  pro^ 
eeeded,  and  after  night  slopped  on  the  north  side,  above  the 
island,  having  come  eleven  and  a  half  miles.    Opposite  our 
camp  is  a  Talley,  in  which  was  sitaatcd  an  old  village  of  the 
Kanzas,  between  two  high  points  of  land,  and  on  the  bank  of 
the  river.    About  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  village  >as  a 
small  fort,  built  by  the  French  on  an  elevation.    There  are 
now  no  Craces  of  the  viflage,  but  the  situation  of  the  fort 
may  be  recognized  by  some  remains  of  ohinmics,  and  the 
general  outline  of  the  fortification,  as  Well  as  by  the  fine 
spring  which  supplied  it  with  water.  The  party,  who  were 
stationed  here,  were  probabfy  cot  off  by  the  Indiansy  as  there 
are  no  aceonnts  of  thcob 
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tad  a  quarter  milet  this  dmj,  past  two  islaads,  one  a  mall 
wiUow  island^  tke  other  large,  and  called  by  the  Freaeh  Isli 
dea  Yaekesy  or  Cow  hiaiid.  At  the  bead  of  this  island,  od  tho 
aMthera  shore,  is  a  large  pood  eontaisilig  bearer,  aad  fowls 
of  diflbvent  kinds.  >  After  passiag  a  bad  sandbar,  we  stopped 
m  the  solrtb  side  at  an  old  trading  house,  whleh  is  now  de« 
scrted,  and  half  a  mile  beyond  it  eaeamped  on  the  south. 
Hie  land  is  fine  akmg  the  rirers,  aad  some  distaaee  back. 
We  obserred  the  Uaok  wi^ut  and  oak»  among  the  timber; 
and  the  honey-sitekle  and  the  ba^k's-eye,  with  the  nuts  on 
them. 

The  morpingof  the  4th  July  was  announeed  by  the  dls* 
^irfpB  of  our  gnn*  At  one  mile  we  reached  jtbe  mouth  of  a 
layeau  or  eredi,  eomingfrom  a  large  lake  on  the  north  side^ 
which  appears  as  if  it  hadooee  been  the  bed  of  the  riTcr,  to 
which  it  runs  parallel  for  several  miles.  The  water  of  it 
k  clear  aad  supj^ied  by  a  small  creek  and  scTcral  springs^ 
iMd  the  number  of  goslifts  which  we  saw  on  it,  induced  us  to 
call  k  the  Gosling  lake*  It  is  about  three  quarters  of  a 
■die  wide,  and  sctcu  or  elg^t  miles  long.  One  of  our  men 
was  bitten  by  a  snake,  but  a  pool tiee  of  bark  and  gunpow* 
der  was  saficient  to  cure  the  wound*  At  ten  and  a  quarter 
miles  we  reached  a  creek  on  the  south  about  twelve  yards 
wite  and  coming  from  an  extensive  prairie,  which  af^roaeh- 
ed  the  borders  of  the  river.  To  this  creek  which  had  no 
name,  we  gave  that  of  Fourth,  of  July  creek;  above  it  is  a 
high  mound,  where  three  Indian  paths  centre,  and  from  which 
is  a  very  extensive  prospect.  After  fifteen  miles  sail  wo 
eame  to  on  the  north  a  little  above  a  creek  on  the  southem 
ude,  about  thirty,  yards  wide,  which  we  called  Independence 
ereekfia  honour  of  the  day,  which  we  could  celebrate  only 
by  an  evening  gun,  and  an  additional  gill  of  whiskey  to  the 

n. 

The  next  day,  5th,  we  crossed  over  to  the  south  and  came 
the  bank  of  an  extensive  and  beautiful  prairie,  inter- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«t  jLewii  ami  CIarl»*«  J^pecUHpn 

MptTwiwith  eopset  of  timber,  and  watered  bjr  IndepeiidM^e 
ereek*  On  this  btak  fbrmeily  stood  the  seeood  Tillage  of  the 
Kaazas;  from  the  remains  it  mast  }iave  been  onee  a  larger 
town.  We  passed  several  bad  sandbars^  and  a  small  eredL 
to  the  south*  whieh  we  ealled  Yellow  Oehre  ereek»  from  a 
bank  of  that  mineral  a  little  aboTO  it.  The  rirer  eontinnea 
to  fidl.  On  the  shores  are  great  quantities  of  summer  and 
fUl  grapes^  berries  and  wild  roses.  Deer  is  not  so  abundant 
as  usual,  but  there  are  numerous  traeks  of  elk  around  us. 
We  eneampedat  ten  miles  distance  on  the  south  side  under 
a  high  bank,  opposite  to  whieh  was  a  low  land  eoyered  witli 
taU  rushes,  and  some  timber- 
July  6.  We  set  salt*  and  at  one  mile  pass^  a  sandbart 
three  mUes  further  an  island,  a  prairie  to  the  north,  at  the 
distance  of  four  mUes  called  Reevey's  prairie,  after  a  maa 
who  was  killed  there;  at  whieh  place  the  river  is  confined 
to  a  Tcry  narrow  channel,  and  by  a  sandbar  from  the  south. 
Four  miles  beyond  is  another  sandbar  terminated  by  a  small 
willow  island,  and  forming  a  Tcry  considerable  bend  in  the 
river  towards  the  north.  The  sand  of  the  bar  is  lig^tt  inter- 
mixed with  small  pebbles  and  some  ^t  coal.  The  rirer  fklls 
sldwly,  and,  owing  either  to  the  muddiness  of  its  water,  or 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  men  perspire  profuse- 
ly.  We  encamped  4>n  the  soudi  having  made  twelve  miles* 
The  bird  called  whip-poor-will  sat  on  the  boat  for  some  time. 
In  the  morning,  July  7th,  the  rapidity  of  the  water  obli- 
ged us  to  draw  the  boat  along  with  ropes.  At  six  and  three 
quarter  miles,  we  came  to  a  sandbar^  at  a  point  opposite  a 
fine  rich  prairie  on  the  north,  ealled  St.  Michael's.  The  prai- 
ries of  this  neighbourhood  have  the  appearance  of  distinct 
farms,  divided  by  narrow  strips  of  woodland,  whieh  follow 
the  borders  of  the  small  runs  leading  to  the  river.  Above  this, 
about  a  mile,  is  a  cliff  of  yellow  clay  on  the  north.  At  four 
d^clock  we  passed  a  narrow  part  of  the  channel,  where  the 
water  is  confined  within  a  bed  of  two  hundred  yards  wide, 
tiie  current  running  direct^  against  the  sonthem  bank  wi& 
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M  mmA  OB  the  norths  eonilne  it  or  broak  tti  Cnto.  Wo 
Blade  fourteen  iailes,  and  halted  oo  the  north,  after  wUeh  wo 
had  a  Tiolent  gust  abont  seyen  o'eloek.  One  of  the  huntert 
saw  in  a  pond  to  the  north  whieh  we  passed  yesterday  a  nnm- 
ber  of  young  swans.  We  saw  a  large  rat,  and  killed  a  wolf. 
Another  of  our  men  had  a  s^tike  of  the  snn^  he  was  Ued^ 
and  took  a  preparation  of  nitre  whieh  reliered  him  eonsido- 
ra^^ 

July  8.  We  set  out  early,  and  soon  passed  a  small  ereek 
on  the  north,  whieh  we  ealled  Ordway's  ereek,  from  our 
sergeant  of  that  name  who  had  been  sent  on  shore  widi  the 
horses,  and  went  up  it  On  the  same  side  are  three  small 
islands,  one  of  which  is.the  Little  Nodawa,  and  a  large  island 
ealled  the  Great  Nowada  extending  more  than  ftre  milest 
and  eontaining  seTon  or  eight  thousand  aeres  of  hi^  good 
land,  rarely  overflowed,  and  one  of  the  largest  islands  of  the 
Missouri.  It  is  separated  from  the  northern  shore  by  a  small 
duuinel  of  from  forty-five  to  eighty  yards  wide,  up  whieh  wo 
passed,  and  found  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  island 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Nodawa.  This  river  persues  nearly 
a  southern  eourse,  is  navigable  for  boats  to  some  distaaee» 
aikl  about  seventy  yards  wide  above  the  mouth,  though  not 
so  wide  immediately  there,  as  the  mud  from  the  Missouri 
tontraets  its  ehaanel.  At  twelve  and  a  quarter  miles,  we 
eneamped  on  the  north  side,  near  the  head  of  Nodiwa  island^ 
and  opposite  a  smaller  one  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  Five 
of  the  men  were  this  day  siek  with  violent  headaehs.  The 
liver  eontinues-  to  fall. 

July  9th.  We  passed  the  island  opposite  to  whieh  we  last 
id^t  eneamped,  and  saw  near  the  head  of  it  a  ereek  fidling 
in  from  a  pond  on  the  north,  to  whieh  we  gave  the  name  of 
Vike  pond,  bom  the  numbers  of  that  animal  whieh  some  of 
our  party  saw  from  the  shore.  The  wind  ehanged  at  eight 
from  N.E.  to  8.  W.  and  brought  rain.  At  six  miles  we  pas- 
sed the  Bsouth  of  Mentor's  ereek  on  the  south,  and  two  imlet 
dwve  a  few  eabins,  where  one  of  our  party  had  eneamped 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


ik  Lewi$  and  Clasrke^  Expedition 

with  some  FrenchneD  i^oiit  two  years  ago.  Fnrtii^r  oa  we 
passed  an  island  on  the  Bortli»  opposite  some  eliffs  on  the 
foutli  side»  near  which  Loup  or  Wolf  river  fidls  into  the  Mia- 
•ourL  This  river  is  about  sixty  yards  widoy  it  heads  near 
the  same  sources  as  Che  KanzaSf  and  is  navigable  for  boats, 
at  some  distance  ap.  At  fourteen  miles  we  eneamped  on  the 
sooth  side* 

Tuesday  10th.  'We  proceeded  on  by  a  prairie  on  the  tapper 
sMe  of  Wolf  river,  and  at  four  miles  passed  a  creek  fifteen 
yards  wide  on  the  south ,  called  Papers  cteek  after  a  Spaniard 
of  that  name,  who  killed  himself  there.  M  six  miles  we  di« 
ned  on  an  island  called  by  the  French  Isle  de  Salomon^  o«r 
Solomon's  island,  c^posite  to  which  on  the  south  is  a  beau- 
tiful plain  covered  with  gi*ass,  intermixed  with  wild  rye  and 
a  kiad  of  wild  potatoe.  After  making  ten  miles  we  stopped 
for  the  night  on  the  northern  side,  opposite  a  cliff  of  yeUow 
olay;  The  river  has  neither  risen  nor  fallen  to  day.  Ontho 
north  the  low  land  is  very  exteosivcy  and  covered  with  vnea; 
on  the  soathf  the  hills  approach  nearer  the  river^  and  back 
of  them  eommence  the  plains.  There  are  a  great  nany  goso 
lins  along  the  banks. 

Wednesday  11th.  After  three  miles  sailing  we  came  tea 
willow  iftland  on  the  north  side,  behind  which  enters  a  creek 
called  by  the  Indians  Tarkio.  Above  this  creek  on  the  north 
the  low.  iandd  are  subject  to  overflow,  and  further  back  tha 
nndergrowtli  of  viiies  particularly,  is  so  abundant  that  they  . 
can  scarcely  be  passed.  Throe  miles  from  the  Tarluo  wo 
encamped  on  a  large  sand  island  on  the  norths  immediately 
opposite  the  river  Nemahaw. 

Tiuirsday  i2th.  We  remained  here  to  day  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refreshing  the  party,  and  making  lunar  observa- 
tiont.  The  Nemahaw  empties  itself  into  the  Missouri  from 
the  south,  and  is  eiighty  yards  wide  at  the  eonfluence*  which 
is  in  lat.  39"*  5Sf  he".  Capiu Clarke  ascended  it  in  the  perioquo 
abont  two  miles  to  the  mouth  of  a  small  creek  on  the  lower 
sido.    On  gofaig  ashore  ho  found  in  the  level  plain  several 
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•rdfieial  mounds  or  graTes,  and  on  the  adjoining  hills  others 
•fa  larger  size.    This  appearance  indicates  sofficieatly  the 
fisrmer  population  of  this  country^  the  mounds  being  certain- 
ly intended  as  tombs;  the  Indians  of  the  Missouri  still  pre- 
serving the  custom  of  interring  the  dead  on  high  grouiid. 
From  the  top  of  the  highest  mound  a  delightful  prospect 
presented  itself— the  level  and  extensire  meadows  watered 
by  the  Nemahaw^  and  enlirened  by  the  few  trees  and  shrubs 
skirting  the  borders  of  the  river  and  its  tributary  streams— 
the  lowland  of  the  Missouri  covered  with  undulating  grassf 
neariy  five  feet  high,  gradually  rising  into  a  second  plaii^y 
where  rich  weeds  and  flowers  are  interspersed  with  copses 
of  the  Osage  plum;  further  back  are  seen  small  groves  of 
trees;  an  abundance  of  grapes;  the  wild  cherry  of  the  Iffis- 
souriy  resembling  our  own,  but  larger^  and  growing  on  a  small 
bush;  and  the  chokceherry*  which  we  observed  for  the  first 
time«    Some  of  the  grapes  gathered  to-day  are  nearly  ripe* 
On  the  south  of  the  Nemahaw,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  its  mouthy  is  a  cliff  of  freestone,  in  which  are  various 
iniseriptions  and  marks  made  by  the  Indians.    The  sand 
idand  where  we  are  encamped,  is  covered  with  the  two  spe- 
eles  of  vrillow,  broad  and  narrow  leaf. 

Jdy  ISth.  We  proceeded  at  sunrise  with  a  fair  wind 
fron  the  south,  and  at  two  miles,  passed  the  mouth  of  a  small 
river  on  the  north,  called  Big  Tarkio.  A  channel  from  the 
bed  of  the  Missouri  once  ran  into  this  river,  and  formed  an 
idand  called  St.  Joseph's,  but  the  channel  is  now  filled  up^ 
and  the  island  is  added  to  the  northern  shore;  Further  on 
to  the  south,  is  situated  an  extensive  plain,  covered  with  a 
grass  reiembling  timothy  in  its  general  appearance,  except 
the  seed  which  is  like  flaxseed,  and  also  a  number  of  grape* 
vines.  At  twelve  miles,  we  passed  an  islandon  the  north, 
aboTe  which  is  ajai^  sandbar  covered  with  willows:  and 
at  twenty  and  a  half  miles,  stopped  on  a  large  sandbar,  in  the 
nsiddle  of  the  river  opposite  a  high  handsome  prairie,  which 
extends  to  the  hills  four  oriive  miles  distant,  though  near 
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the  bank  the  land  is  low,  and  subject  to  be  overflowed.  This 
day  was  exceedingly  fine  and  pleasant^  a  stomn  of  Wind  and 
rain  from  north-northeast,  last  nighty  having  eooled  die  air. 
July  14.  We  had  some  hard  showers  of  rain  before  seven 
o*eloek^  when  we  set  out.  We  had  Just  reached  the  end  of  the 
sand  ishuid,  and  seen  the  opposite  banks  falling  in,  and  s» 
lined  with  timber  that  we  oonld  not  approach  it  wIUmvI 
danger,  when  a  sudden  squall,  firom  the  northeast,  struck 
the  boat  on  the  starboard  quarter,  and  would  have  certaudy 
dhuhed  her  to  pieees  on  the  sand  island,  if  the  party  had 
not  leaped  into  the  river,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  anchor  and 
cable  kept  her  off:  the  waves  dashing  over  her  for  the  spaM 
of  forty  minutes;  after  which,  the  river  became  afanocik 
instantaneously  calm  and  smooth.  The  two  periogiiea 
were  ahead,  in  a  situation  nearly  similar^  but  fortunate- 
Ty  no  dami^  was  done  to  the  boats  or  the  loading.  Tke 
wind  having  shifted  to  the  southeast^  we  came  at  tlie*tf0i- 
tance  of  two  miles,  to  an  island  on  the  north,  where  we  dined. 
One  mile  above,  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  is  a  small  fac- 
tory, where  a  merchant  of  St.  Louis  traded  with  the  Ottoet 
and  Pawnees  two  years  ago.  Near  this  is  an  extensive  low- 
land, part  of  which  is  overflowed  occasionally,  the  rest  la 
rich  and  well  timbered.  The  wind  again  changed  to  north- 
vrest  by  north.  At  seven  and  a  half  miles,  we  reached  ihm 
lower  point  of  a  large  island,  on  the  north  side.  A  small 
distance  above  this  point,  is  a  river,  called  by  the  Maha  In- 
dians, Nishnahbatona.  This  is  a  considerable  creek,  near- 
ly as  large  as  the  Mine  river,  and  runs  parallel  to  the  Mia- 
'souri  the  greater  part  of  its  course,  being  fifty  yards  wide 
at  the  mouth.  In  the  prairies  or  glades,  we  saw  wild-tima- 
thy,  lambsquarter,  cuckleberries,  ahd  on  the  edges  of  tke 
river,  summer-grapes,  plums,  and  gosscberries.  We  alte 
saw  to-day.  for  the  first  time,  some  elk,  at  which  some  of  the 
party  shot,  but  at  too  great  a  distance.  We  encamped  mi 
the  north  side  of  the  island,  a  little  above  Nishnahbatooay 
havuig  made  nine  miles.    The  river  fell  a  little. 
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Jftlj  15.  A  thick  fbg  proTented  oar  leaTiag  tho  eiiMmp- 
•est  before  seveiu  At  about  four  miles^  we  reaehed  the  ex- 
tremily  of  the  large  island,  and  eroMing  to  the  south,  at  the 
dbtanee  of  seren  miles,  arrived  at  th^  Little  Nemaha,  a  small 
riverf  rom  the  south,  forty  yards  wide  a  little  above  iU  mouth, 
hnt  eoDtraeting,  as  do  almost  ail  the  waters  emptying  into  the 
Missoari,  at  its  eonfluenee.  At  nine  and  three  quarter  miles, 
we  eaeamped  on  a  woody  point,  on  the  south.  Along  the 
southern  bank,  is  a  rieh  lowland  eorered  with  pearine,  and 
iieh  weeds,  and  watered  by  small  streams  rising  in  the  ad* 
joining  prairies.  They  too,  arc  rieh,  and  though  with  abun- 
daaee  of  grass,  have  no  timber  except  what  grows  near  the 
water:  interspersed  thorugh  both  are  grapevines,  plums 
rftwo  kinds,  two  species  of  wild-cherries,  hazlenots,  and 
gosseberries.  On  the  south  there  is  one  unbroken  plain;  on 
the  north  the  river  is  skirted  with  some  timber,  behind  which 
the  pihun  extends  four  or  five  miles  to  the  bills^  which  seem 
to  have  little  wood. 

July  16.  We  continued  our  route  between  a  large  island 

opposite  to  our  last  night's  eaeampment,  and  an  extensive 

prairie  on  the  south.    About  six  miles,  we  came  to  another 

large  island,  called  Fairsun  island,  on  the  same  side;  above 

which  is  a  spot,  where  about  twenty  acres  of  the  hill  have 

UOftfk  into  (he  river.    Near  this,  is  a  cliff  of  sandstone  for 

two  miles,  which  is  much  frequented  by  birds.  At  this  place 

the  rirer  is  about  one  mile  wide,  but  not  deep;  as  the  tim- 

kctf  or  .sawyers,  may  be  seen,  scattered  across  the  whole  of 

its  bottom*  At  twenty  miles  distance,  we  saw  on  the  south, 

an  idand  eaUed  by  the  French,  Plsle  Chance,  or  Bald  island, 

opposite  to  a  large  prairie,  which  we  called  Baldpated 

prairie,  from  a  ridge  of  naked  hills  which  bound  it,  running 

parallel  with  the  river  as  far  as  we  could  see,  and  from 

tioeo  Co  six  miles  distance.  To  the  south  the  hills  touch  the 

xivor.    Wo  encamped  a  quarter  of  a  mile  bcjond  this,  in  a 

point  of  woods  on  the  north  side.    The  river  continues  to 

JUL 
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Tuesday,  July  ±7.  We  remained  here  this  day,  in  order 
to  make  observations  and  eorreet  the  ehronometert  whieh 
ran  down  on  Sunday.  The  latitude  we  found  to  be  M""  27^ 
S^-fg.  The  observation  of  the  time  proved  our  ehronometer 
too  alow,  by  e'  Si"-}^*  The  highlands  bear  from  our  eamp, 
aorth  SS""  west,  up  the  river.  Ci^tain  Lewis  rode  up  the 
eoontry,  and^saw  the  Nishnahbatona,  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  its  mouth,  at  a  {daee  not  more  than  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  Missouri,  and  a  little  above  our  camp. 
It  then  passes  near  the  foot  of  the  BaldhiUs,  and  is  at  least 
lix  feet  below  the  level  of  the  Missouri.  On  its  banks 
are  the  oak,  walnut,  and  mulberry.  The  eommon  current 
of  the  Missouri,  taken  with  the  log,  is  BO  fhthoms  in  40^,  at 
tome  places,  and  even  20^^ 

Wednesday,  July  18.  The  morning  was  fair,  and  a  gentle 
wind  from  southeast  by  south,  earried  us  along  between  the 
prairie  on  the  north,  and  Bald  island  to  the  south:  oppo* 
site  the  middle  of  which,  the  Nishnahbatona  approaches  the 
nearest  to  the  Missouri.  The  current  here  ran  fifty  fathoms 
in  41''.  At  thirteen  and  a  half  miles,  we  reached  an  island 
on  the  north,  near  to  which  the  banks  overflow;  while  on 
Ac  south,  the  hills  prqjeet  over  the  river  and  form  high 
cliffs.  At  one  point  a^part  of  the  cliff,  nearly  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  feet  in  height,  has 
fallen  into  the  river.  It  is^composed  chiefly  of  sandstone 
intermixed  with  an  iron  ore  of  bad  quality;  near  the  bottain 
is  a  soft  slatestone  with  pebbles.  We  passed  several  bad 
sandbars  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  made  ei^teen  miles, 
and  encamped  on  the  south,  opposite  to  the  lower  point  of 
the  Oven  islands.  The  country  around  is  generally  divi- 
ded into  prairies,  with  little  timber,  except  on  low  points, 
islands,  andtiear  creeks,  and  that  consisting  of  cottonwoOd, 
mulberry,  elm,  and  sycamore.  The  river  falls  fast.  An  In« 
dian  dog  came  to  the  bank;  he  appeared  to  have  been  lost 
and  was  neariy  starved:  we  gave  him  some  food,  but  ha 
would  not  fdUiow  ms. 
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Thursday)  Jaly  19.  The  Oyen  iriaadt  are  tmall,  ud  two 
in  mmiber;  one  Mar  the  south  shoroy  the  other  in  the  mid* 
dielifthe  river.  Opposite  to  them  is  the  prairie^  ealled 
IWrien's  OYen»  from  a  trader  of  that  name.  At  four  and  a 
half  milest  we.  readied  some  high  eHA  of  a  yellow  earthy 
SB  the  souths  near  which  are  two  beaatifnl  runs  of  .waters 
rising  in  the^  adjacent  prairies,  and  one  of  them  with  a  deer* 
lielLy  abont  two  hundred  yards  flrom  its  month.  In  this 
nei^liourhood  we  observed  some  iron  orein  the  bank.  At  two 
and  a  half  miles  above  the  runs,  a  large  portion  of  the  hillf 
fiMT  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile,'  has  fallen  into  th^  ri* 
ver.  We  mieamped  on  the  western  extremity  of  an  island^ 
in  the  middle  of  the  river,  having  made  ten  and  three  quar- 
ter miles.  The  river  falls  a  little.  The  sandbars  whiek 
we  passed  to-day,  are  more  numerous,  and  the  rolling  sands 
■sore  frequent  and  dangerous,  than  any  we  have  seen;  these 
rihstaeles  increasing  as  we  approaeh  the  river  Platte.  The 
IBssouri  here  is  wider  also  than  below,  where  the  timber 
en  the  banks  rerists  the  current;  while  here  the  prairies 
which  approach,  are  more  tesily  washed  and  undermined. 
The  hunters  have  brought  for  the  last  few  days,  no  quadm- 
fed,  but  deer:  great  quantities  of  young  geese  are  seen  to* 
day:  one  of  them  brought  calamus,  which  he  had  gather- 
ed opposite  our  encampment,  and  a  large  quutity  of  sweet- 
ilag. 

Friday,  July  20.  There  was  a  heavy  dew  last  night,  and 
diis  morning  was  foggy  and  cooL  We  passed  at  about  three 
■Acs  distance,  a  small  willow  island  to  the  north,  and  a  creek 
on  the  south,  about  twenty-five  yards  wide,  called  by  the 
French,  L'eau  qui  Pleure,  or  the  Weqping  Water,  and  emp- 
t34pg  itsdf  just  above  a  cliff  of  brown  clay.  Thence  we  made 
two  and  a  half  niiles  to  another  islmid;  three  miles  further 
to  a  t^ird:  six  miles  beyond  which  is  a  fimrth  island;  at  the 
head  of  which  we  encamped  on  ^the  southern  shore;  in  all 
dghtoM  miles.  The  party,  who  walked  on  the  shore  to- 
day, found  the  plains  to  the  south,  rich,  but  much  parched 
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wHh  fireqnmt  fires ,  and  with  Be  timbery  exeept  iht  i 
big  trees  abot^t  tbe  sonrees  of  tbe  nmt,  whiek  are 
rem  and  fine.    On  the  narth,  it  a  similar  prairie  eoontrj. 
The  river  eentinnes  to  lUl.    A  large  yellow  wolf  was  this 
day  killed.    For  a  moath  past  the  party  bare  been  troable4 
with  biles^  aad  oeeasionally  with  the  djnntt^rj.    Thee# 
Ules  were  large  tumours  whieh  broke  ont  uder  the  arma» 
OB  the  legs,  and,  generaUyf  in  the  parts  most  exposed  to  ao* 
tfon,  whieh  sometimes  beeame  too  painfal  to  pennit  the  aie^ 
to  work.  After  remainiBg  some  daySfthc^disq^ared  with* 
out  any  assistaaeOf  exeept  a  poultiee  of  the  bark  of  the  elm* 
or  of  Indian  meal.    iThis  disorder,  whieh  we  aseribe  to  tho 
muddiness  of  the  riyer  water,  has  not  afteeted  the  geawal 
health  of  the  party,  whieh  is  quite  as  good,  if  not  better^ 
than  that  of  the  same  number  of  men  in  any  other  situation* 
Saturday,  July  21.  We  had  a  breeae  from  the  southeast^ 
by  the  aid  of  which  we  passed,  at  about  toa  miles,  a  willow 
island  on  the  south,  near  high  lands  eoverod  with  timbers 
at  the  bank,  and  formed  of  Ihnestoao  with  eemeatod  shells: 
on  the  opposite  side  is  a  bad  sandbar,  aad  tbe  land  near  it  it 
eat  through  at  high  water,  by  small  ehaonels  forming  a 
number  of  islands.    Hie  wind  lulled  at  seven  o-cloek,  and 
we  reached,  ia  the  rain,  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Platte^  . 
at  the  distance  of  fourteen  miles.    The  highlands  which 
had  aecompanied  us  on  the  south,  for  the  last  eight  or  ton 
miles,  stopped  at  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
entrance  of  the  Platte.  Captains  Lewis  and  Clarke  aseendeil 
the  river  in  a  periogue,  for  about  one  mile,  and  found  the 
current  very  rapid;  rolling  ever  sands,  and  divided  into  ii 
number  of  channels;  none  of  which  are  deeper  than  five  or 
six  feet.    One  of  our  Frenchmen,  who  ^nt  two  winters  oa 
It,  says  that  it  spreads  much  more  at  some  distoneefrom  the 
mouth;  that  its  depth  is  generally  aot  more  than  five  or  six 
ttet;  that  there  are  many  small  islaads  scattered  througli 
tt,  and  that  Arom  its  rapidity  and  the  qnaatity  of  its  sand,  it 
eannot  be  navigated  hy  boaU  or  periogoes^  though  the  In* 
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dJuftptttBHiBtfludlittleattoesiBadaoflddei.  TkAttbeSa- 
Uae  or  Salt  riTer,  whidi  in  some  seasoDt  is  too  braokish  to  bo 
ifmk,  fftlk  into  it  from  the  sooth  abont  thirty  miles  op»  and 
a  little  abote  it  Elkhora  river  from  the  norths  running  near* 
Ij  parallel  with  the  MissonrL  The  river  is,  in  fact,  moeh 
moi;e  n^^dthan  the  Missouriy  the  bed  of  whieh  it  fills  with 
moving  saadst  and  drives  the  current  on  the  northern  shorOf 
on  wUeh  it  is  eonstandy  eaeroaching.  At  its  junetion  the 
Halle  is  about  six  hundred  yards  wide,  and  the  same  num- 
ber of  miles  from  the  M ississippL  With  mueh  diffieulty  we 
worked  round  the  sandbars  near  the  mouthy  and  eame 
lo  above  tiie  p(»nty  having  mate  fifteen  miles.  A  number 
of  wolves  were  seen  and  heard  around  us  in  the  evening. 

July  SS.  The  n6aLt  morning  we  set  sail,  and  having 
JbHd  at  the  distanee  often  miles  from  the  Platte^  a  high 
and  simded  situation  on  the  north,  we  eneamped  there,  in* 
tMfing  to  make  the  requinte  observations,  and  to  send  for 
the  aeighbonring  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of  making  known 
tko  roeent  ehange  in  the  government,  and  the  wish  of  the 
Unkod  States  to  onllivate  their  friendship. 
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CHAP.  n. 

iomc  —onntoftht  Ftwnee  IiidUiiA-'Coimoa  held  wkh  the  Otto  wd  Miitoaii 
iBdiaaf— CooneU  held  vith  another  perty  of  the  Ottoe*— Death  of  lergeait 
Flojd— The  party  oneamp  near  the  month  of  WhitMtOM  rirer-^The^hinM- 
ler  of  the  MiMooriy'vith  the  riTort^that  enter  i^^The  aorrotmiiBg  uo— U| 
The  Tarions  iikndi,  hayt*  ere^Lft,  &e.  giveh  in  the  ooorte  of  the  expedition. 


OUR  eamp  ii  by  observation  in  latitode  W  9^  ±±".  Im- 
mediately bebind  it  h  a  plain  about  five  mika  wide^  one  ludC 
eovered  with  wood,  the  other  dry  and  elevated.  The  low 
grounds  on  the  sooth  near  the  Jnnetion  of  the  two  rivers,  are 
rich,  but  subjeet  to  be  overfiowed.  Farther  np,  the  hari» 
are  higher,  and  opposite  our  eamp  the  first  hills  approaih 
the  river,  and  are  covered  vdth  timber,  smeh  as  oak#  wal- 
nut, and  elm.  The  intermediate  country  b  watered  by  the 
Papillon,  or  Butterfly  creek,  of  about  eighteen  yards  wide, 
and  three  miles  from  the  Hatte^  on  the  north  are  hi|^  open 
plains  and  prairies,  and  at  nine  miles  from  the  Platle,  the 
Musquitoe  creek,  and  two  or  three  small  willow  islands* 
We  stayed  here  several  days,  during  which  we  dried*  our 
provisions,  made  new  oars,  and  prepared  our  despatches  and 
maps  of  the  country  we  had  passed,  for  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  whom  ire  intend  to  send  them  liy  a  peri- 
ogue  from  this  place.  The  hunters  have  found  game  searee 
in  this  ncighbouriiood;  they  have  seen  deer,  tnrkies,  and 
grouse;  we  have  also-  an  abundance  of  ripe  grapes;  and  one 
of  our  men  caught  a  white  catfish,  the  eyes  of  which  were 
small,  and  its  tail  resembling  that  of  a  dol^n.  The  pre- 
sent season  is  that  in  which  the  Indians  go  out  into  the  prai? 
ries  to  hunt  the  buflbloe;  but  as  we  diseovered  some  hualer's 
tracks,  and  observed  the  plains  on  fire  in  the  direction  of  their 
villages,  we  hoped  that  they  might  have  returned  to  gather 
the  green  Indian  com,  waH  therefore  despatched  two  men  to 
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tie  OlteM  mr Ykwaee  Tilhget  iijik  a  preteat  of  ttbMaOy  a^ 
lis  iBTitelkm  to  Um  cbiefs  to  visit  U8.  They  retimed  after 
two  days  absenee*  Their  first  eoorse  was  tlffovgli  aa  ^^ 
l^rairfe to  the  south^ia  wUeh  they  erossed Batterfly  ereek. 
They  then  reached  a  snail  beautifal  riyeri  ealled  Cone  do 
Cpcff  w  Elhhoni  riTor»  lUwat  oae  hundred  yards  wide>  with 
dsar  water  and  a  gmveily  ohaaaeL  It  oia|i||^  a  little  be* 
low  the  Oltoe  ▼ittage  tato  the  Platte,  whieh  they  erossedt 
oad  arriTod  at  the  town  about  tortj-%yt  miles  from  our 
eamp.  They  found  no  Indians  thore^  thongh  they  saw  some 
fresh  tracks  of  a  smidl  party.  The  Ottoes  were  oaee  a  pow^ 
erfal  nation,  and  lived  about  twenty  miles  above  the  natto» 
en  the  southern  bank  of  the  Missouri.  Being  reduced,  th^ 
migrated  to  the  neighbouihood  of  the  Pawnees,  under  whoso 
ptoteetion  they  now  live.  Their  village  is  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Platte,  about  thfarty  ndles  from  its  mouth;  and  their 
nunA«r  is  two  lumdred  men,  including  about  thirty  fkmilies 
iff  MioiOttri  Indians,  who  are  incorporated  with  them.  Five 
lengues  above  tiiem,  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  resides 
the  i^ion  of  Pawnees.  This  people  were  among  tho 
most  numerous  of  the  Mfesouri  Indians,  but  have  gradually 
been  dispersed  and  brdL^,  and  even  since  the  year  1797| 
have  undergone  some  sensible  changes.  They  now  consist 
of  fbmr  bands;  tlic  first  is  the  one  just  mentioned,  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  to  whom  of  late  years  have  been  added 
Ac  second  band,  who  are  called  republican  Pawnees,  from 
Aeir  having  lived  on  the  republican  branch  of  the  river  Kan« 
sasy  whence  th^  emigrated  to  join  the  principid  band  of 
Phwnees:  the  republican  Pawnees  amount  to  nearly  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  third,  are  the  Pawnees  Loups,  or 
WMtf  Pawnees,  who  reside  on  the  Wolf  fork  of  the  Platte, 
about  ninety  miles  from  the  principal  Pawnees,  and  number 
two  hnndrodand  eighty  men.  The  fourth  band  originally  re- 
aUed  on  the  Kanzas  and  Arkansaw,  but  in  their  wars  with 
the  OsageSi  they  were  so  often  defeated^  that  they  at  last 
totired  to  their  present  position  on  the  Bed  river,  where 
vol.1.  ^  ^         T 
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ihey  form  a  tribe  of  fenr  handred  men*  All  theie  tribes  lira 
in  viilagea^  And  raise  eem;  bat  during  the  intervals  of  en)- 
tnre  roTe  in  the  plains  in  qnest  of  buflbloe. 

Beyond  them  on  the  riVer,  and  westward  of  the  Blaek 
monntains,  are  the  Kaninairieseh,  eoasisting  of  about  fonr 
handred  men.  They  are  supposed  to  hare  emigrated  origi- 
nally from  t|p  Pawnees  nation^,  bat  they  have  d^enerated 
from  the  improTements  of  the  parent  tribOf  and  no  longer 
lire  in  yillages,  but  rove  through  the  plains. 

Still  further  to  the  westward,  are  several  tribes,  who 
wander  and  hunt  on  the  sources  of  the  river  Platte,  and 
thenee  to  Bock  Mountain*  These  tribes,  of  whieh  little 
morels  known  than  tlie  names  and  the  populatioQ,  are 
£rst,  the  Staitan.  or  Kite  Indians,  a  small  tribe  of  one 
hundred  men.  They  have  acquired  the  name  of  JKiteSf 
from  their  flying;  that  is,  their  beiug  always  on  horsebaek; 
and  the  smalluess  of  their  numbers  is  to  be  attributed  to 
their  extreme  ferocity;  they  are  the  most  warlike  of  all 
the  western  Indians;  they  never  yield  in  battle;  they  never 
spare  their  enemies;  and  the  retaliation  of  this  barbarily 
has  almost  extinguished  the  nation.  Then  come  the  We* 
tapahato,  and  Kiawa  tribes,  associated  together,  and 
amounting  to  two  hund.red  men;  the  Castahana,  of  three 
hundred  men,  to  whieh  are  to  be  added  the  Calaka  of 
seventy-five  men,  and  the  Dotami.  These  wandering  tribeSf 
are  eobjectured  to  be  the  remnants  of  the  Great  Padouea 
nation,  who  occupied  the  country  betvreen  the  upper  parts 
of  the  river  Platte,  and  the  river  Kanzas.  They  were  vi- 
sited by  Bourgemont,  in  1724,  and  then  lived  on  the  Kan- 
zas rive;*.  The  seats,  which  he  describes  as  their  residence, 
are  now  occupied  by  the  Kanzas  nation;  and  of  the  PadoucMy 
there  doesi  not  now  exist  even  the  name.  ^ 

July  27.  Having  completed  the  olyect  of  oar  stayf  we 
set  sail,  with  a  ]deasant  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  'The  two 
horses  swam  over  to  the  southern  shore,  aloi^  whieh  we 
went,  passing  by  an  island,  at  three  and  a  half  miles,  formed 
by  a  pond,  fed  by  springs:  three  miles  further  is  a  lai^ 
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uski  isltndy  in  the  middle  of  the  riyerj  the  had  on  the  south 
beiog  high*  and  eovered  with  timber;  that  en  the  north»  a 
high  prairie.  At  ten  and  a  half  miles  from  our  eneamp* 
meaty  we  saw  and  examined  a  eurious  eolleetion  of  graves 
or  monads,  on  the  south  side  of  the  rirer.  Not  fiur  flrom 
a  low  pieee  of  li^id  and  a  pond,  is  a  tract  of  about  two  hun- 
dred keres  in  eireumferenee,  whieh  is  coTered  with  moun& 
of  different  heights*  shapes,  and  sizes:  some  of  sand,  and 
some  of  both  earth  and  sand;  the  largest  being  nearest  the 
river*  These  mounds  indicate  the  position  of  the  ancient 
▼fflage  of  the  Ottoes,  before  they  retired  to  the  protection 
of  the  Pawnees.  After  making  fifteen  miles,  we  encamped 
on  the  south,  on  the  bank  of  a  high  handsome  prairie,  with 
lofty  eottoawood  in  groves,  near  the  river. 

July  tS.  At  one  mile,  this  morning  we  reached  a  UuiF, 
OB  the  north,  being  the  first  highlands;  which  approach  the 
river  on  that  side,  since  we  left  the  Ntidawa.  Above  thist 
b  aaidaad  and  a  creek,  about  fiflteeen  yards  wide,  whiefa^ 
as  it  has  no  name,  we  called  Indian  Knob  creek,  from  a 
number  of  round  knobs  bare  of  timber,  on  the'highlands,  to 
the  north.  A  little  below  the  blufiT,  on  the  north,  is  the  spot 
where  the  Ayauway  in^ns  formeriy  lived.  They  were  a 
teaaeh  of  the  Ottoes,  and  emigrated  from  thirplacc  to  the  ri- 
ver Desmoines.  At  ten  and  three  quarter  miles,  we  encamped 
on  the  9<»rth,  opposite  an  island,  in  the  middle  of  the  river. 
The  land,  generally,  on  the  north,  consists  of  high  prairie 
and  hills,  with  timber,  on  the  south,  low  and  covered  witih 
Cottonwood.  Our  hunteb  brought  to  us  in  the  evening,  a 
Missouri  Indian,  whom  he  had  found,  with  two  others, 
dressing  an  elk;  they  were  perfectly  friendly,  gave  him 
sonto  of  the  me&t,  and  one  of  them  agreed  to  accompany 
him  to  die  boat.  He  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  Missouris, 
who  live  vriththe  Ottoes:  he  belongs  to  a  small  party, 
whose  camp  is  four  miles  from  the  river;  and  he  says,  that 
the  body  of  the  nation  is  now  hunting  bufialoe  in  the  plains: 
he  iqppeared  quite  sprightly,  and  his  language  resemhled  that 
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Bvmimjf  Jnly  99,  with  m  iavitfttlm  to  the  IndNni.  4# 
aitet  HI  above  ob  the  rivert  end  then  proeeedeA.  We  tooA 
UMBO  to  a  northera  beod  in  Um  riYor,  whioh  nm  witfaia 
4weiitj  yard«  of  Indioii  Kaob  erodk,  the  water  of  whieh  it 
ire  feet  higher  than  that  of  the  MiMoari  b  lost  than 
^0  miletf  we  passed  Beyer's  ereefc  on  the  aorCh»  of  twoatgr* 
Ato  jnrds  width.  We  stuped  to  dine  ander  a  shnda^  near 
tte  highlnnd  on  the  south,  ml  eaug^t  sereral  large  eat- 
flshf  one  dT  them  aoariywUlef  and  nil  T^yfiit  Abovetlus 
Ughlandt  we  ohiierTed  the  tmees  of  a  great  hnrrieanof 
whieh  passed  the  firer  oUk|ttely  firom  N.  W*  to  &  E.  nal 
tmre  np  large  trees,  oovM  of  whieh  porfeetly  sonad^  and  ftar 
Ibet  in  diameterf  were  snai^ed  off  aear  the  groaad.  We 
mde  ten  miles  to  a  wood  on  the  north,  where  we  eneaafed. 
l%e  Missonriis  mneh  more  eroofeed,  sinee  we  passed  the 
rlTor  PlattOf  thoq^  genemlly  spenking,  not  so  rapfai}  more 
of  fvairie,  with  less  timber,  end  eottmraood  in  the  low 
groands,  and  onk,  blnek  walant,  Uekory,  and  elm. 

Jnly  M.  We  went  early  in  the  morning,  three  aa4  a 
Quarter  mileSf  and  oneamped  on  the  south,  in  urder  to  wi^ 
for  the  Ottoos.  The  land  here  eonsists  of  a  plain,  ahovo 
the  highwater  lerel,  tli^  soil  of  whieh  is  fbrtile,  and  eoTor* 
od  with  a  grass  from  fiye  to  eight  feet  li%h,  iatorspersod 
with  copses  of  large  plums,  and  a  ennwit,like  those  of  the 
United  States.  It  also  furnishes  two  speeles  of  honey- 
sueUe;  one  growing  to  a  kind  t>f  shrub,  eommon  about 
Harrodsbui|;h  (Kentueky),  the  other  is  not  so  Uf|^:  the 
flowers  grow  in  elusters,  are  short,  and  of  a  light  pink  oa« 
lour;  the  leaves  too,  are  distinct,  and  dotiot  surround  the 
stalk,  as^  those  of  the  common  honeysuckle  of  the  United 
States.  Back  of  this  plain,  is  awoody  ridge  about  seventy 
feet  above  tt,  at  the  end  of  whieh  vre  formed  our  euip. 
This  ridge  separates  the  lower  from  a  hi|^er  prairie,  of  a 
goodquafity,  with  grass,  often  or  twelve  indies  |u  height 
and  extending  baek  about  a  mile,  to  another  elevation  of 

Digitized  by  N^VJO^  IC 


d|BltfywidM^lb«l^be}KNidirhkh  is  qm  eontiMMi  ffaifai. 
Near  Mr  Miopr  we  e^joy  frrai  tke  U«is  a  v^rt  boaaltfU 
fkw  af  the  river^  and  the  a^joiaiay  eooatry*  Ata<irtaiieej 
-faigriag  foam  faer  ta  tea  nikB,  aadaf  a  bdght  betwaoi  ta* 
i«at|r  and  three  handred  UtU  iwa  fsrallel  raaget  ef  hi|^- 
laad  afiNrdi  a  passage  to  the  Mbsaari,  whidi  earidm  the 
laa  gffiaade  betweea  then.  la  its  ariadiBg  eoartey  it 
aaambet  the  viUew  idaadt*  the  seatteredetttaawaed,  elan 
qreamarey  IjoBf  aad  adi»  aad  the  groTat  are  iatarqperted 
vith  Uekary,  irahiatt  eaffeeaat^  urf  eelu 

Jaly  Si.  The  maridiaa  altitadeef  this  day  nada  the  la- 
titade  of  oor  eauqp  W  %^  i^^  The  haaters  aapplM 
at  withdeerf  taridea,  geetei  ud  beaverjaae  af  the  hist  aw 
aaoght  idhre>  aad  ia  a  wry  short  tiaie  was  p«rfiMtl J  taaiad* 
Catlisli  are  rery  ahaodaat  ia  the  riTert  aad  arahare aba 
seea  abaffhfeeiah.  Qae  of  oar  sea  brooght  ia  yesterday 
aa  aaimal  eaHed»  by  the  Pawaees^  eheewtaosh^  aad»  Iqr 
^m'  Fceaohy  hlaireaa^  or  hai^«  The  e?ttii^  is  eael, 
yet  the  maaqaitaes  are  stfll  rery  traahlesoane^ 

We  araiiad  Tith  aiaeh  aaxiety  the  retara  of  oar  laesaea- 
gar  to  the  Ottoes.  The  awa  whom  we  despatehed  to  oar 
lluKteneampaseat,  retaraed  withoat  haviag  seea  aay  appear' 
aaaeofitshaTii^heeamited.  Oar  Irarses  too  had  stnqrad; 
hat  we  were  so  iJurtaaate  as  to  reeoter  theta  at  the  diataaee 
ef  twdhre  miles.  Oar  appreheasioos  were  at  leagth  reUer^ 
,  ad  ky  the  arrinral  of  a  party  of  aboat  foorteea  Ottoe  aad 
JBaaoarl  latoa8>  who  eame  at  sunset^  oa  the  seeoadof 
Aagast  ^aoeon^aaied  by  aPreaehman,  who  resided  ameag 
them,  aad  iateiyreted  for  as.  Cajrtaias  Lewis  aad  Clarke 
weat  oat  ta  meet  them^  aad  told  them  that  we  woaMludd  a 
aeaaeil  ia  ^m  moraiag.  Ia  the  meaa  time  we  seat  them 
team  roasted  meat,  porky  flour»  aad  meal;  ia  retmra  fiir 
whielithey  aiade  as  apresent  ef  watermelons.  We  learat  timt 
ear  aiaa  liberte  had  set  oat  fSrom  ttelr  oamp  a  day  before 
theai:  we  were  in  hopes  that  he  had  fatigaed  his  horse,  or 
last  hinssatf  ia  the  woods,  aad  waaU  soaa  retara;  bat  we 
aerer  saw  him  aaaia. 
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Aagnit  8«  The  MXt  moniiag  the  ladians*  wtth  tbftir  »iK 
•liiefsy  were  all  aflsembled  under  an  awning,  farmed  wtth 
the  maiasail*  in  presence  of  all  our  party,  paraded  for  tin 
•eeaBion.    A  speech  was  then  made*  announoing  to  thea 
the  change  in  the  goTcmmenty  our  promises  of  proteotioi^ 
and  advice  as  to  their  future  conduct.    All  the  six  cbieft 
reified  to  our  speech,  eaeh  in  his  turn,  aocordiDg  t^  rank: 
they  expreesed  their  joy  at  the  change  in  the  goTemmeat; 
their  hopes  that  we  would  recommend  them  to  their  great 
fiither  (the  president),  that  they  might  obtain  trade  and  ne- 
eessaries}  they  wanted  arms  as  well  for  hunting  as  for  de- 
fence, and  asked  our  mediation  between  them  and  the  Ma> 
has,  widi  whom  they  are  now  fit.  war.    We  promised  to  do 
80,  and  wished  some  of  them  to  accompany  us  to  that  na- 
tion, which  they   deeUneds  for  fear  of  being  kWed  by 
them.     We  then  proceeded  to  distribute  our  presents* 
The  grand  chief  of  the  nation  not  being  of  the  party,  we 
sent  him  a  flag,  a  medal,  and  some  omamehts  for  elotfaiag. 
To  the  six  chielb  who  were  present,  we  gave  a  medal  of  the 
second  giradc  to  one  Ottoe  chief,  and  one  Missouri  eiuef^  a 
BMdal  of  the  third  grade  to  two  in£u*ior  chiefs  of  each  na«» 
tion:4he  customary  mode  of  recognisring  a  chief,  being  to 
plaee  a  medal  round  his  neck,  which  is  considered  among 
his  tribe  as  a  proof  of  his  consideration  abroad.    Each  of 
these  medals  was.accompanied  by  a  present  of  paint,  garters, 
and  doth  ornaments  of  dress;  and  to  this  we  added  a  oannis- 
ter  of  powder,  a  bottle  of  whiskey,  and  a  few  presents  to 
the  whole,  which  qipeared  to  make  them  perfectly  siuisfled* 
The  airgun  too  was  fired,  and  astonished  them  greatly.    The 
absent  grand  chief  was  an  Ottoe,  named  Weahrushhah,- 
which,  in  En^sh,  degenerates  into  Little  Thief.    The  two 
principal  chieftains  present  were,   Shongotongo,  orBig 
Horse;  and  Wethea,  or  Hospitality;  also  Shosguscan,  or 
White  Horse,  an  Ottoe;  the  first  an  Ottoe,  Ac  second  a 
Missouri.    The  incidents  just  related,  induced  us  to  girc  to 
this  place  the  name  of  the  CottBcJyUMaff;  the  situation  of  it 
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u  exeeediigly  fiiTowiUe  for  a  fort  aad  tnMm  flwtoiy,  m 
tlie  saU  is  well  ealealated  Tor  brieks,  and  tbere  is  an  abaa- 
dMee  of  wood  in  tl|e  ndghboiiriiood,  and  tko  air  being  pare 
and  bealthy.  It  isi  also  eentral  to  tbe  ehief  resprU  of  tbe 
bdmis:  one  day's  joamey  to  tbo  Ottoos;  one  and  a  balf  to 
tbe  great  Pawnees;  two  days  from  tbe  M abas;  two  and  a 
qaarter  from  tbe  Pawnees  Loops  village;  eonvenient  to  the 
banting  grounds  of  tbe  Sioox;  and  twenty-fiye  days  joomey 
to  Santa  Fee. 

The  eeremonies  of  the  eonneil  being  eoneladed,  we  set 
nil  in  tbe  afternoon,  and  eneamped  at  tbe  distanee  of  ft?e 
ndles»  on  tbe  south  side,  where  we  found  tbe  musquitoes 
very  troublesome* 

Angast4.  A  violent  wind,  aecompaaied  by  rain,  purified 

and  eooled  tbe  atmosphere  last  nif^t;  we  proceeded  early, 

and  reaebed  a  very  narrow  part  of  tbe  river,  where  the 

obannel  is  eonfined  within  a  spaee  of  two  hundred  yards,  by 

a  sand  point  on  tbe  north,  and  a  bend  on  the  south;  tbe  banks 

in  tbe  nei^ibonrhood  washing  away,  tbe  trees  falling  in, 

and  tbe  channel  filled  with  buried  logs.    Above  this  is  a  tra* 

Ang  house,  on  the  south,  where  one  of  our  party  passed  two 

years,  trading  vrith  the  Mabas.    At  nearly  four  miles,  is  a 

emek  on  tbe  south,  emptying  opposite  a  large  island  of  sand; 

between  tbisereek and  ourlastni^t'seneampment,  tbe  river 

has  ehaaged  its  bed,  and  oneroaebed  on  the  southern  shore. 

About  two  miles  further,  is  another  creek  on  the  south, 

whieh,  like  the  former,  is  tbe  outlet  of  three  ponds,  commu- 

nieating  with  each  other,  and  forming  a  small  lake,  which 

is  fed  by  streams  from  tbe  highlands.    At  fifteen  miles, 

we  eneamped  on  the  south.    The  hills  on  both  sides  of  the 

river  are  nearly  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  each  other; 

those  of  tbe  north  containing  some  timber,  while  the  bills  of 

tbe  south  are  without  any  covering,  except  some  scattering 

wood  in  tbe  ravines,  and  near  where  the  creeks  pass  into 

the  hills;  rich  plains  and  prairies  occupying  the  intermediate 

spaee,  and  partially*  oovoi^  near  tho  water,  with  cotton* 
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wooiL    Tliere  has  been  a|;reftl  deal  of  pamiee  ttoiie  en  tte 
ikereto-di^* 

Aagust  5th.  We  setout  early,  and,  bjr  means  ef  onr  epnif 
made  twenty  and  a  half  miles,  though  the  river  waserewi^ 
ed  whh  sandbars.  On  hoth  sides  the  prairies  extend  along 
dM  river;  the  banks  being  eovered  with  great  qautitiet  of 
grapes,  of  whieh  three  diflferent  speeies  are  now  r^;  < 
ki^  and  resemUing  the  pnrple  ^pe.  We  had  some  i 
this  morning,  attended  by  hi^  wind;  bnt  generally  t^ealt-* 
faig,  hare  remarked  that  thunder,  storms  are  less  frequent 
than  in  the  Atlantic  states,  at  Hkh  season.  Snakes  too  are 
less  frequent,  though  we  kifled  one  to^ay  of  the  shape  and 
slae  of  the  n^tlesnake,  but  of  a  Ughtcr  eolour.  We  fii»d 
our  eamp  on  the  north  side.  In  tiie  eyening,  eaplain  CSarkOt 
in  pursuing  some  game,  in  an  eastern  direetion,  found  him- 
seUTat  die  distanee  of  three  hundred  and  serenly  yards  from 
the  eamp,  at  a  point  of  the  river  whence  we  had  eomo 
twelve  mfles.  When  the  vrater  is  high,  this  peninsula 
is  oveHlowed,  and  judging  from  the  customary  and  notori^ 
ens  changes  in  the  river,  a  few  years  will  be  sirfieiint  t^ 
force  the  main  current  of  the  river  across,  and  leave  tite 
great  bend  dry.  The  whole  lowland  between  the  paral- 
lel range  of  hills  seems  fonned  of  mnd  or  oose  ef  Ae 
river,  at  some  frriner  period,  mixed  with  sand  and  clay. 
The  sand  of  the  neighbouring  banks  accumulates  witt  the 
aid  of  that  brought  down  the  stream,  and  fbrms  sandbara, 
projecting  into  the  river;  these  drive  the  channel  to  the  op- 
posite banks,  the  loose  texture  of  which  it  undermines,  and 
at  length  deserts  its  ancient  bed  fbr  a  new  and  siiorter  pas- 
sage; it  is  thus  tliat  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  are  constantly 
frUing,  and  the  river  changing  its  bed. 

August  6.  In  the  morning,  after  a  violent  stomef 
wind  and  rain  from  N.  W.  we  passed  a  large  Isfamd  to  the 
north.  In  the  channel  separating  it  ftem  the  shore,  a  cres^ 
called  Soldiers  river  enters;  the  islandkeptitfromottrvieWy 
but  one  of  onr  men  who  had  seen  it,  represents  it  as  ahoef 
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fotty  yards  wide  at  itsmoath.  At  five  mibBy  we  eame  to  a 
bend  of  the  river  towards  the  north,  a  sandbar,  ranniag  m 
fkrom  the  south,  had  tamed  its  eovrse  so  as  to  leare  the  oM 
ehanael  quite  dry.  We  again  saw  the  same  appearanee  at 
oar  eaeampment,  twenty  and  a  half  miles  distant  on  the 
north  side.  Hete  the  ehannel  of  the  river  had  eneroaehed: 
soothf  and  the  old  bed  was  vHthout  water,  exeept  afew  ponds. 
The  sandbars  are  still  very  numerous.    . 

Angust  7.  We  had  another  stortn  from  the  N.  W.  ia 
the  eourse  of  the  last  evening;  in  the  morning  we  proceeded, 
Ittvingtlwwindfromthe  north,  and  encamped  on  the  north- 
en  shore,  having  rowed  seventeen  mSes.  The  river  is 
here  enenmbered  vrith  sandbars,  but  no  islaadst  exeept  two 
sBudl  ones,  ealled  Detaehment  islands,  and  formed  on  tha 
soQth  side  by  a  small  stream. 

We  despatched  four  men  back  to  the  Ottoes  village  ia 
qoest  of  our  man,  liberte,  and  to  apprehend  one  of  the  sol* 
diers,  who  left  us  on  the  4th,  under  pretence  of  reeoverii^ 
a  knife  wlueh  he  had  dropped  a  short  distaiwe  behind,  and 
who  we  fear  has  deserted.  We  also  sent  small  presents  to 
the  Ottoes  and  Mbsouris,  and  requested  that  they  would 
join  us  at  the  Ifaha  village,  where  a  peace  might  be  eondu* 
ded  between  them. 

August  8.  At  two  miles  distanee,  tids  morning  we  came 
to  a  part  of  the  river,  where  there  was  eoneealed  timber 
difimlt  to  pass.  The  wind  was  from  the  N.  W.  and  we  pro- 
ceeded in  safety.  At  six  miles,  a  river  empties  on  the 
northern  side,  called  by  tlie  Sioux  Indians,  Eaneahwade- 
poa,  or  Stone  river;  and  by  the  Freneh,  Petite  Riviere  des 
Sioux,  or  little  Sioux  river.  At  its  confluence  it  is  eighty 
yards,  wide.  Oiir  intelrpreter,  Mr.  Dnrion,  who  has  been 
to  tJie  sources  of  it,  and  knows  the  adjoining  country,  says 
thaf  it  rises  vri^in  about  nine  miles  of  the  river  Desmohies; 
thai  within  fifteen  leagues  of  that  river  it  passes  through  a 
hurge  lake  nearly  sixty  miles  in  cireumt'erenoe,  and  divide^ 
into  two  parts  by  rocks  which  approach  each  other  very 
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i  dosely:  its  vMdi  it  Tarious:  it  contains  nany  itlaiidt»  and  is 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Lae  (TEsprit:  it  is  near  the  Dog- 
pMns,  and  wilUn  fonr  days  roareh  of  the  Mahas.  The  eom- 
try  watered  by  it^  is  open  and  undolatkif^  and  may  be  yisited 
in  boals  np  the  river  for  some  distaaee.  The  DoMBoiaes,  he 
addSf  is  about  eighty  yards  wide  where  the  little  ttoox  river 
aiqireaohes  it:  it  is  shoaly»  and  one  of  its  prineipal  braaefcas 
is  called  Cat  river.  Two  miles  beyond  this  river  is  a  loag 
island  which  we  called  PeHean  island,  from  the  numbers  of 
that  aniaMd  which  were  feeding  on  it:  one  of  these  being  kH- 
led^  we  ponred  into  his  bag  five  gallons  of  water*  An  eft# 
too,  was  shot,  and  we  had  again  to  remari^  that  snakes  are 
rare  in  this  part  of  the  Blissouri*  A  meridian  altitnde  near 
the  Uttle  Sionx  river  made  the  latitude  41^'  ^  34^  We  en- 
camped on  the  norths  having  eome  sixteen  miles. 

August  9.  A  thick  fog  detamed  us  until  past  seven 
o^doeky  after  which  we  proceeded  with  a  gentle  breeae  fi-om 
the  southeast.  Afterpassiag two  sandbars  we  reached,  at 
seven  and  a  half  miles,  a  pmit  of  highland  on  the  left,  near 
which  the  river  has  forced  itself  a  channel  across  apeninsu- 
la,  leavingon  the  right  a  circuit  of  twelve  or  eif^teen  miles, 
which  b  now  recognised  by  the  ponds  and  islands  it  contains. 
At  seventeen  and  a  half  nules,  we  reached  a  point  on  the  norths 
where  we  encamped,  llie  hills  are  at  a  great  distance  f^m 
the  river  for  the  last  several  days;  the  land  on  both  sides  low, 
and  covered  with  cotton  wood  and  abundance  of  grape  vines. 
An  elk  was  seen  to-day,  a  turiLey  also  shot,  and  near  our 
camp  is  a  beaver  den:  the  musquitoes  have  been  more  trou- 
blesome than  ever  for  the  two  last  days. 

August  10.  At  two  and  a  half  miles,  we  came  to  aj^aee, 
called  Coupee  a  Jacques,  where  the  river  has  found  a  new 
bed,  and  abridged  a  circuit  of  several  miles:  at  twelve  and 
a  half  miles,  a  cliff  of  yellow  stone  on  the  left  This  is  the 
first  highland  near  the  river  above  the  Couneil-bluff.  Af- 
ter passing  a  number  of  ssmdbars  we  reached  a  willow  island 
at  the  distance  of  twenty-two  aid  a  half  miles,  which  we 
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%«M  eaaliM  todo  witli  Mr  Mftadd  m  wM  fimi  tlMi  6.W. 
sad  enounped  on  Uie  north  ride. 

Augost  11.  Aflter  a  vidmi  w»d  from  the  N.  W.  ottead- 
edwHhramt  we  sailed  aloag  the  right  of  the  idnd.  Atiiear* 
ty  ire  nyesy  ire  hiJted  on  the  sonth  tide  for  the  ptepote  of 
eiamimng  a  spot  where  one  of  the  great  ohieft  of  the  Mk- 
kMM  named  Bteokbird,  who  Aed  ahoot  four  years  igo  of  ^lO 
smaUpoxy  was  buried.  A  hill  of  yellow  wti  sandstone  H'> 
ses  from  the  rirer  in  blnik  of  Tarions  heights^  UH  it  ends  in 
a  knoll  about  three  hundred  feet  abote  the  water;  on  Ihe  top 
of  tins  a  nmnidyof  twelve  fbet  diaawCer  at  the  base  and  sis 
fioet  high*  is  raised  oyer  the  body  of  the  deceased  king$  a 
fd»  of  about  eight  ftet  iiigh  is  ftxed  inthe  eentre;  on  whidi 
we  plaeed  a  white  flag»  bordered  with  red,  blue^  and  white. 
The  Blaekbird  seems  to  have  been  a  personi^  of  great 
eonsideratioa;  for  ever  nnoe  liis  death  lie  is  supplied  with 
proTisionsy  from  time  to  time^  by  the  superstitious  regard  of 
die  Mriias.  We  deseended  to  the  river  and  passed  a  smatt 
ereefc  on  tlie  souths  ealled*  tiy  the  Mahas^  Wanoaadipeeebe> 
(Great  Spirit  is  bad.)  Near  this  ereek  and  the  adjoining  hiUs 
the  Mabas  had  a  TiHage*  and  lost  four  hundred  of  their  nv* 
tion  by  the  dreadful  malady  whieh  destrbyed  the  Blackbird. 
The  meridinn  altitude  made  the  latitude  4^  ±'  S^"  north. 
We  eneamped,  at  seventeen  miles  distance^  on  the  north  side 
in  a  bend  of  the  river«  During  our  diqr's  eoorse  it  has  been 
erooked^  we  observed  a  number  of  ptaees  in  it  where  the  oM 
ehannel  is  iUed  np^  or  gradually  beeoming  eoyered  with  wO« 
low  and  eottonwood;  great  numbers  of  htrron$  are  obser^ 
ved  to-day*  and  the  musquitoes  annoy  us  very  moeh. 

August  12.  A  gentle  breeae  from  (he  south»  earned 
^ns  along  about  ten  miles,  when  we  stopped  to  t9kc  a  meri- 
dian altitude,  and  seht  a  man  aeross  to  our  plaee  of  obs^iC 
vation:  yesterday  he  stepped  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four 
yards,  and  the  distance  we  had  come  round,  was  eighteen 
■nles  Mid  three  quarters.  The  river  is  wider  and  shallower 
Ihannsual.  Four  liiles  beyond  this  bend  a  bluff  begias,  and 
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oontiiiMa  MTwal  miles;  on  tke  aoatili  it  rites  from  the  wster 
mt  different  heights»  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  nnd  fifkjr 
fbet»  and  higher  m  it  reeedes  on  the  river:  it  consists  of  yel- 
low and  brown  elay»  with  soft  sandstone  imbeded  in  iU  u^d 
is  eovered  with  timber^  among  which  may  be  obserred  some 
red  cedar,  the  lands  on  the  oniosite  side  are  low  and  sub- 
ject to  inundation^  but  eratain  willowst  eottonwood,  and 
many  grapes.  A  prairie-wolf  eusM  near  the  bank  and  barii* 
edat  us;  we  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  take  him.  This  pari 
of , the  river  abounds  in  beayer.  We  encamped  on  a  sand- 
island  in  a  bend  to  the  north,  haringmade  twenty  mil^  and 
a  quarter. 

August  id.  Set  out  at  daylight  with  a  breeze  from  the 
tonthcastt  and  passed  several  sandbars.  Betw^n  ten  and 
eleven  miles,  we  came  to  a  spot  on  the  south,  where  a  Mr. 
Mackay  had  a  trading  estaUidiment  in  the  year  179^  and 
1796t  whiidi  he  called  Fort  Charles.  At  fourteen  miles,  we 
reached  a  creek  on  the  south,  on  which  the  Mahas  reside,  and 
at  seventeen  miles  and  a  quarter,  formed  a  camp  on  a  sand- 
bar, to  the  south  side  of  Ac  river,  <^q^site  the  lower  p^t 
of  a  laige  island.  From  this  place  sergeant  Ordway  and 
fSsur  men  were  detached  to  the  Maha  village  with  a  lag 
and  a  present,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  come  and  hold  a 
council  with  us.  They  returned  at  twelve  o'clock  the  next 
day,  August  14.  After  crossing  a  prairie  covered  with  high 
grass,  they  reached  the  Blaha  creek,  along  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  its  three  forks,  which  join  near  the  village:  they 
crossed  the  north  branch  and  went  along  the  south;  the  walk 
was  very  fatiguing,  as  they  were  forced  to  break  their  way 
throuj^  grass,  sunflowers  and  thistles,  all  above  ten  feet 
high,  and  interspersed  with  wild  pea.  Five  mUes  from  our 
camp  they  reached  the  position  of  the  ancient  Maha  vil- 
*  lage:  it  had  once  consisted  of  three  hundred  cabins,  bat  was 
burnt  about  four  years  ago,  soon  after  the  smallpox  had 
destroyed  four  hundred  men,  and  a  proportion  of  women  and 
children.  On  a  hill,  in  the  rear  of  the  village,  are  the  graves 
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of  the  nation;  to  the  south  of  which  runs  the  fork  of  the 
Maha  creek:  this  they  crossed  where  it  was  about  ten 
yards  wide^  and  followed  its  course  to  the  Missouri,  passing 
along  a  ridge  of  hill  for  one  and  a  half  mile,  and  a  long  pond 
between  that  and  the  Missouri:  they  then  recrossed  the 
Bfaha  creek,  and  arrived  at  the  eanip»  having  seen  no 
tracks  of  Indians  nor  any  sign  of  recent  cultivation. 

In  the  morning  15thy  some  men  were  se'hit  to  examine 
flie  cause  of  a  large  smoke  from  the  northeast,  and  which 
SMnied  to  indicate  that  some  Indians  were  near;  but  they 
found  that  a  smaU  party,  who  hod  lately  passed  that  way,, 
had  ieft  some  trees  burning,  and  that  the  wind  from  that 
quarter  blew  the  smoke  directly  towards  us:  Our  camp  lies 
about  three  miles  northeast  from  the  old  Maha  village, 
and  is  in  latitude  M^  W  ^t".  Hie  accounts  we  have  had 
of  the  cflTeets  of  the  smallpox  on  diat  nation  are  most  dit^ 
tressfaig;  it  is  not  known  in  what  way  it  was  first  eommnni* 
cated  to  them,  though  probably  by  some  war  party.  They 
had  been  a  military  and  powerfU  people;  )>ut  when  these 
warriors  saw  their  strength  wasting  before  a  malady  which 
they  could  not  resist,  their  phrenzy  vras  extreme;  they 
burnt  their  village,  and  many  of  them  put  to  death  their 
wives  and  children,  to  save  them  from  so  cruel  an  affliction, 
and  that  all  might  go  together  to  some  better  eountry. 

On  the  16th,  we  still  waited  for  the  Indians:  a  party  had 
gone  out  yesterday  to  the  Maha  creek,  which  was  damned 
up  by  the  beaver  between  the  cadip  and  the  village:  a  second 
went  to-day.  They  made  a  kind  of  drag  with  small  willows 
and  bark,  and  swept  the  creek:  the  first  company  brought 
three  hundred  and  eighteen,  the  second  upwards  of  eight 
hundred,  consisting  of  pike,  bass,  fish  resembling  salmon, 
trotit,  redhorse,  bufiUoe,  one  rockflsh,  one  flatback,  perch, 
catfish,  a  small  species  of  perch  called,  on  the  Ohio,  silver-' 
fish,  a  shrimp  of  the  same  size,  shape  and  flavour  of  those 
about  Neworieans,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  Mississippi* 
"We  also  found  rery  fat  muscles;  and  on  the  river  as  well  as 
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the  oredLy  u*e£8bl*eBt  kinds  of  dueks  and  plover*  The  wia4, 
wfaieh  in  the  morning  had  been  from  the  northwestf  fthifled 
vonnd  in  the  erming  to  the  sonthenst,  and  as  usual  we  had 
a  breeae»  whieh  eooled  the  air  and  relieired  us  from  the  mus- 
qnitoes*  who  generally  give  us  great  trouble* 

FrMfoy  17*  The  wind  eontiniwd  from  the  southeast^  and 
the  morning  was  fair.  We  observe  about  us  a  grass  resem- 
bling wheat,  exoept  that  the  grain  is  like  rye,  also  some  si- 
milar to  both  rye  andharley,  and  a  kind  of  timothy,  the 
•eed  of  whieh  branehes  iVom  the  main  stoek,  and  is  mote 
like  a  iaxseed  than  a  timothy*  In  the  evening,  one  of  the 
party  sent  to  the  Uttoes,  returned  with  the  information  that 
the  rest  were  eoming  on  with  the  deserter,  they  had  also 
eaotght  Uberte,  but,  by  atriok,  he  made  his  esei^:  they 
were  bringing  three  of  the  ebiefs  in  order  to  engage  our  a»> 
i^tanee  in  making  peaee  with  the  Mahas*  This  nation  hav- 
ing left  their  village,  that  desiniUe  purpose  eannot  be  ef* 
fiseted;  but  in  order  to  bring  in  any  neighbouring  tribes,  we 
•et  Ae  surrounding  prairies  on  fire.  This  is  the  customary  sig- 
nal made  by  traders  to  apprize  the  Indians  of  their  arrivak 
it  is  also  used  between  different  nations  as  an  indication  of 
any  event  whkh  they  have  previously  agreed  to  annouaee 
hi  that  way;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  seen  collects  the  neighbor- 
ing tribes,  unless  they  apprehend  that  it  is  ma4e  by  thdr 
enemies. 

August  18.  In  the  lAernoon  the  party  arrived  with  the 
Indians,  ooasisting  of  the  little  Thief  and  the  Big  Horse, 
whom  we  had  seen  on  the  third,  together  with  six  other 
chiefs,  and  a  French  interpreter.  We  met  them  under  a 
shade,  and  after  they  had  finished  a  repast  with  which  wo 
supplied  them,  we  inquired  into  the  origin  of  the  war  be<- 
tween  them  and  the  Mahas,*  which  they  related  with  great 
franhness.  It  seems  that  two  of  the  Missouris  went  to  the 
Mahas  to  steal  horses,  but  were  detected  and  killed;  the 
Ottoes  and  Missouris  thought  themselves  bound  to  avenge 
their  eompanionsy  and  the  whole  aations  were  at  last  obK* 
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g&i  to  Avt  bkikb  dilute}  they  are  also  in  ftar  af  a  ^ 
fima  the  Pawaeet,  whete  village  they  entered  thit  saMMr» 
while  the  iahabhaiits  were  hantiBgy  and  itole  their  eon. 
l%is  Ingeaaaes  eoafesrion  did  not  make  ns  the  lets  deshroaa 
of  aegoeiatingapeaee  for  then;  but  no  Indians  have  at  yet 
been  altraeted  by  onr  ire^  Hie  evening  vrao  eloted  by  a 
4anee;  and  the  next  day* 

Angnst  19,  the  ehiefs  and  warriors  being  assseinbled  at 
ten  o*eloek»  we  explaimd  the  speeeh  we  had  already  seal 
flma  the  Gonneil-blnfl^  and  renewed  onr  adviee.  They  all 
reidied  in  tnnh  and  the  presents  were  then  distributed:  we 
anehanged  the  small  medal  we  had  formerly  given  to  the 
Big  Horse  for  mie  of  the  same  4ize  with  that  of  Little  Thiefi 
we  also  gave  a  small  medal  to  a  third  ohieft  and  a  kind  of 
eetiiieate  or  letter  of  aoknowledgment  to  ive  of  the  warri- 
ors excessive  of  onr  favour  and  their  good  intentions:  oie 
of  them  dissatisfed,  retnmed  ns  the  eerlifieat^  bnt  the  ehi^ 
isarfol  of  our  being  offended,  be(g^  that  it  might  be  restOi* 
red  to  him;  this  we  deelined,  and  rebuked  them  severely  for  ^ 
having  in  view  mere  traffic  instead  of  peaee  with  their  nm(^ 
hours.  This  displeased  them  at  first;  bat  they  at  length  all 
petttiened  that  it  should  be  given  to  the  warrior,  who  then 
eame  forward  and  made  an  apology  to  us;  we  then  delivered 
it  ta  the  ehief  to  be  given  to  the  most  worthy,  and  he  be- 
stowed it  on  the  same  warrior,  whose  name  was  Grsat  Blna 
Byes.  After  a  more  substantial  presmt  of  amall  artieles 
and  tobaeeo^  the  eouneil  was  ended  with  a  dram  to  the  In- 
dians. In  the  evening  we  exhibited  diftrent  ol^eets  of  eu- 
riosity,  and  particularly  the  airgnn,  which  gave  them  great 
surprise.  Thosepeoplearealmost  naked, havingnoeovwing, 
except  a  sM^ofbreecheloth  round  the  miditte,  with  a  loose 
blanket  or  buiUoe  robe  painted,  thrown  over  them.  The 
names  of  these  warriors,  besides  those  already  mentioned 
were  Karki^aha,  (w  Crow's  head)  and  Nenasawa  (or  Black 
Gat)  Missouris;  and  Sananona  (or  Iron  Eyes)  Neswaun- 
Ja  (or  Big  Ox)  Stageanqja  (or  Big  Bfaie  Eyes)  and  Wv 
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sadiaeo  (or  BniTe  Man)  all  Ottoea,  These  two  tribes  ipeak 
very  neariy  the  same  language:  they  all  begjied  ns  to  giye 
thsm  whiskey. 

The  next  moningy  August  20»  the  Indians  mounted  th^ 
horses  and  left  qs»  having  reeeived  a  cannister  of  whiskey  at 
parting.  We  then  set  sidl,  and  after  passing  two  islands  on 
the  nortfay  eame  to  on  that  side  under  some  bluffb;  the  first 
near  the  river  sinee  we  left  the  Ayauwa  village.  Here  we 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  one  of  our  sergeants,  CSiaries  Floyd* 
He  was  yesterday  seized  with  a  Ulious  efaolie,  and  dl  our 
eare  and  attention  were  inefibetnal  to  relieve  him:  a  little 
before  his  deaUif  he  said  to  eaptain  Clark,  <<  I  am  going  te 
leave  you/'  his  strength  failed  him  as  he  added  <<  I  want  you 
to  write  me  a  letter;"  but  he  died  with  a  eomposure  whieh 
jastified  the  high  opinion  we  had  formed  of  his  firmness  and 
good  eonduet.  He  was  buried  on  the  top  of  the  bluflTwith 
the  honours  due  to  a  brave  soldiery  and  the  plaee  of  his  in- 
terment maiked  by  a  eedar  post,  on  whiehhis^me  and  the 
day  of  his  death  were  inseribed.  About  a  mile  beyond  this 
plaee,  to  whieh  we  gave  his  name,  is  a  small  river  aboat 
thirty  yards  wide,  on  the  north,  whieh  we  ealled  Floyd's  ri« 
ver,  where  we  eneamped*  We  had  a  breeze  fironi  the  south- 
east, and  made  thirteen  miles. 

August  21.  The  same  breeze  from  the  southeast  earried 
us  by  a  snmll  willow  ereek  on  the  north,  about  one  mile  and 
a  half 'aboy)e  Floyd's  river.  Here  began  a  range  of  UnflFk 
whieh  eontinaed  till  near  the  mouth  of  the  great  Sioux  ri- 
ver, three  miles  beyond  Floyd's.  This  river  eomes  in  from 
the  north,  and  is  about  one  hundred  and  ten  yards  wide. 
Mr.  Dnrion,  our  Sioux  interpreter,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  it,  says  that  it  is  navigable  upwards  of  two  hundred 
fiiles  to  the  falls,  and  even  beyond  them;  that  its  sources 
are  near  those  of  the  St  Peters.  He  also  says,  that  below 
the  falls  a  ereek  fiJls  in  from  the  eastward,  after  passing 
through  cliffs  of  red  rock:  of  this  die  Indians  make  their 
pipes;  and  the  necessity  of  procuring  that  artidci  has  intro- 
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im^i  a  mH  of  law  of  iM^iiMis,  hj  vhioli  Hk^  bodyi  oC  4kO 
fve^iune  aaocedr  a^d  otoii  tribes  at  war  meet  wUhoat  hoi* 
MUtj  at  these  qaarriest  whieh  possess  a  right  of  asgrlmqii* 
Thus  we  And  erea  amaig  saraBe*  eertaia  principles  deem- 
ed saeredy  bj  which  the  rigoarsaf  their  merciless  system  of 
warfare  are  mitigated*  A  sense  of  ooumon  danger*  whert 
lytionfBr  ties  are  waatiag»  ipives  all  the  binding  force  of  morf 
sofeoin  obligations.  The  importance  of  presenring  the  known 
awd  settled  rules  of  warfare  among  cirilized  mutionsy  in  all 
(heir  iiitegritj»  beeomes  Mrikiai^y  evident;  since  cYensaya- 
gesy  with  their  few  precarious  wants^  cannot  exist  in  a  state 
of  peane  or  war  where  this  fadik  is  oaoe  Tiolated*  The  wind 
became  sontherly*  and  blew  with  suchTiolenee  that  we  took 
a  reef  in  oir  sail:  it  also  blew  the  sand  from  the  bars  in 
sMh  qaantitiaSf  that  we  could  not  see  the  chamel  at  aa^r 
distanoe  ahead*  At  four  and  a  fuaKer  miles^  we  came  to 
two  wiUow  islands*  bejond  which  are  several  sandbars;  and 
at  twelve  miles,  a  q^t  where  the  Mahas  oi)ce  had  a  viUagjet 
paw  aokwger  emting*  We  again  passed  a  number  of  sand- 
har%  and  encamped  on  the  south;  having  come  twentj-fooir 
and  three  ^^aarter  miles*  The  country  through  which  wo 
passed  has  the  same  uniform  appearance  ever  since  we  left 
the  river  Platte:  rich  low-grounds  near  the  river*  succeeded 
bj  aadalating  prairies*  with  timber  near  the  waters.  Soma 
wolves  were  seen  to-day  ea  the  sandbcaehes  to  the  soat^ 
wo  lUso  procured  an  excellent  fruit*  resembling  a  red  oar- 
rant*  growing  on  a  shrub  like  the  privy*  and  about  the  he^^ 
ffa  wild  plum* 

August  2&.  About  three  miles  distance*  we  Joined  thf 
jnaa  who  had  been  sent  from  the  Maha  village  wi^  ouf 
horses*  and  who  brought  us  two  deer«  The  blu^Q^  or  hills 
wl|ieh  reaah  the  river  at  this  place*  on  the  souths  contain  al- 
Iftia*  oopparas*  cobalt  which  had  the  appearance  pf  soft  isin- 
glass* pyrites  iand  sandstone*  the  two  first  very  pure.  Above 
tUs  bluff  comes  ^  a  «mall  creek  on  the  south*  which  we  call 
RiAoge  creek.    Seven  miles  aboye  is  another  cliff*  on  the 
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same  side,  of  allum  rooky  of  a  dark  brown  e#loiir»  eootsbiittg 
in  its  creviooB  great  quantities  of  eobalt,  eemented  shells,  and 
red  earth*  From  this  the  river  bends  to  the  eastward,  and 
approaehes  the  Sioux  rirer  within  three  or  fear  miles.  We 
sailed  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  made  i^neteen  miles 
to  our  eamp  on  the  north  side.  The  sandbars  are  as  nsnal 
numerous:  there  are  also  considerable  traees  of  dk;  but 
none  are  yet  seen.  Captain  Lewis  in  proving  the  quality  of 
some  of  the  substances  in  the  first  eliflT,  was  eonsideraUy  in- 
jured by  the  fumes  and  taste  of  the  eobalt,  and  took  some 
fltrong  medicine  to  relieve  him  Admits  effects.  The  appear* 
anee  of  these  mineral  substances  enable  us  to  account  for 
disorders  of  the  stomach,  with  which  the  party  had  been 
affected  since  they  left  the  river  Sioux.  We  had  lieen  in  the 
habit  of  dipping  up  the  water  of  the  river  inadvertently  and 
making  use  of  it,  till,  on  examination,  the  sickness  vras 
thought  to  proceed  iVom  a  scum  covering  the  surface  of  the 
water  alpng  the  southern  shore,  and  which,  as  we  now  dis- 
covered, proceeded  from  these  bluffk.  The  men  had  been 
ordered,  before  we  reached  the  bluffs,  to  agitate  the  water, 
so  as  to  disperse  the  scum,  and  take  the  water»  not  at  the 
surface,  but  at  some  depth.  The  consequence  was,  that 
these  disorders  ceased:  the  bUes  too  which  had  afficted  the 
men,  were  not  observed  beyond  the  Sioux  river.  In  order 
to  supply  the  place  of  sergeant  Floyd,  we  permitted  the  men 
to  name  three  persons,  and  Patrick  Gass  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  was  made  a  sergeant 

August  2S.  We  set  out  early,  and  at  four  miles  came  to  a 
small  run  between  cliffs  of  yellow  and  blue  earth:  the  wind, 
however,  soon  chang^,  and  blew  so  hard  from  the  west» 
that  we  proceeded  very  slowlyj  the  fine  sand  from  the  bar 
beingdriven  in  such  clouds,  that  we  could  scarcely  see.  Three 
and  a  quarter  miles  beyond  this  run,  we  came  to  a  willow 
island,  and  a  sand  island  oi^site»  and  encamped  on  the 
south  side,  at  ten  and  a  quarter  miles.  On  the  north  side  is 
anextensiveand  deUghtful  prairie^  which  we  called  BuffiQoe 
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praiiie^fmiBoiirhaTiiigherafciUed  the  first  bnfl^  Two 
dlk  swam  the  river  to-day  and  were  fired  at»  bat  eseaped:  a 
de^r  was  lulled  from  the  boat;  one  beaver  was  killed;  and 
several  prairie  wfdves  wove  sees. 

Angost  £^.  It  began  to  rain  last  nig^t,  and  eontioned  this 
momiog:  we  proceeded,  however*  two  and  a  quarter  miles^ 
to  the  eommeneement  of  a  bloff  of  blue  elay*  about  one  ban* 
dred  and  eighty^or  one  hundred  and  ninety  fieet  on  the  sooth 
sUe:  it  seems  to  haTo  been  lately  on  fire;  and  even  now 
Ihe  ground  is  so  warm  that  we  cannot  keep  our  hands  in  it 
at.  any  depth:  there  are  strong  appearances  of  coal,  and  also 
great  quantities  of  cobaltf  or  a  erystali9i;ed  substance  resem- 
bling it.  lliere  is  a  fruit  now  ripe  which  looks  like  a  cur- 
rants exoept  that  it  is  double  the  size,  and  grows  on  a  bush 
like  a  privy,  the  size  of  a  damson,  and  of  a  delicious  flavour; 
its  Indian  name  means  rabbit-berries.  We  then  passed,  at 
the  dislanee  of  about  seven  miles,  the  mouth  of  a  creek  on 
the  jiorth  side,  called  by  an  Indian  name,  mpaning  White- 
stone  river*  The  beautiful  prairie  of  yesterday,  has  chan* 
ged  into  one  of  greater  height,  and  very  smooth  and  exten- 
sive. We  encamped  on  the  south  side,  at  ten  and  aquar* 
tsr  miles,  and  found  ourselves  much  annoyed  by  the  musquf- 
toes. 
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Wkianoal  msUace  of  faperstitioB  of  the  Sioux  ladiant— Council  hdd  viih  \ht 
Sknix— Character  of  that  tribe,  their  manners,  fcc— A  ridiculous  instance  of 
tbtk  b^rdiAn— AB«imit  fortifleaiiODi— Qniearre  rhrer  theseHhbc^— Vftst  hei^a 
dr  Btlot  i  Aai»»lfct  «CtlM  PmK  (Xktm  or  LUftlt  ]M9->irwfl>ov  (Mape  of 
6«or9D  SkiiiMn— Dwact^tiMi  of  WluMiipir-fiavFid^tS  iiilwi^  of  tke  Aat*- 
lope— Past  the  river  of  the  Skmx— Deiariptioa  of  the  Grand  Le  Tour,  cr 
Great  Bend— Eoeamp  on  the  Teton  rirer. 

August  25.  CAFTAnrs  Lvwib  and  Clabke,  with  ten  meo« 
went  to  see  an  objeet  deemed  yery  extraordinary  among  all 
the  neighbouring  Indians,  They  dropped  doivn  to  the  mouth 
otWhitestone  river,  about  thirty  yards  vide,  where  Ihey 
left  the  boat,  and  at  the  distanee  of  two  hundred  yards,  as- 
oended  a  rising  ground,  from  whieh  a  plain  extended  itself 
as  far  as  the  eye  eould  diseem.  After  walking  four  miles, 
they  erossed  the  ereek  where  it  is  twenty-three  yards  wide, 
and  waters  an  extensive  valley.  The  heat  was  so  oppressive 
that  We  were  obliged  to  send  back  our  dog  to  the  ereek,  as 
he  was  unable  to  bear  the  fatfgue;  and  it  was  not  till  after 
four  hours  mareh  that  we  reaehed  the  objeet  of  our  visit. 
Tliis  was  a'^large  mound  In  the  midst  of  the  plain  about  N. 
20''  W.  from  the  mouth  of  Whitestone  river,  from  whieh 
it  is  nine  miles  distant  The  base  of  the  mound  is  a  regular 
parallelogram,  the  longest  side  being  about  three  hundred 
yards,  the  shorter  sixty  or  seventy:  from  the  longest  side  it 
rises  with  a  steep  aseent  from  the  north  and  south  to  the 
height  of  sixty-five  or  seventy  feet,  leaving  on  the  top  a 
level  plain  of  twelve  feet  in  breadth  and  ninety  in  length* 
The  north  and  south  extremities  are  eonneeted  by  two  oval 
borders  whieh  serve  as  new  bases,  and  divide  the  whole  side 
into  three  steep  but  regular  gradations  from  the  plain.  The 
only  thing  eharaoteristie  in  this  hlU  is  its  extreme  sfymme- 
tiy»  and  diisi  togethw  wia  ttt  being  totaBy  dttaehed  from 
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tli^  otimr  idflB  wMeh  Ai^  at  (he  ^Kstanee  «f  dgM  or  iiiM 
ibilMy  ireiiM  hrfuoe  a  Mirf  Uial  tt  was  wdfiehl;  bat»  as  tlie 
mcrVk  aod  the  looee  pebbtes  whiefa  Mmpose  it»  are  arraaged 
eicaetfy  Uke  the  steep  grenads  on  the  berdert  of  the  eredCf 
ire  eondttded  from  thh  ^fadkrity  eftextiit^  that  it  might 
he  aatnral.    Bat  the  ladkiM  have  made  it  a  great  artiele 
ef  their  sBperttitiea:  It  isealled  the  moaataia  of  Little  Pee- 
|le,  or  liittile  l^pirits,  and  they  beUete  that  it  is  the  abode  of 
little  dettlsy  in  the  human  Ibftn,  of  about  eighteen  iaehoi 
high  and  urith  remarkably  large  heMi;  they  are  armed  wilh 
aharp  arrowa^  irtth  whieh  they  are  yftatj  skilAil,  and  are  al* 
ways  on  the  wateh  to  kill  those  who  should  have  Uie  hardl^ 
hood  to  iqq^roaeh  their  resideaoe.  The  tradition  is^  tiiat 
Bumy  have  salTeredtfrom  these  little  otO  spirits,  and  among 
others,  three  Maha  Indians  fbU  a  saeriiee  to  them  a  fbw 
ymuv  siaee.  This  has  inspired  aH  the  neaghbonriog  aationsy 
ffioidc,  M ahas,  aad^Ottoes,  with  sneh  terror,  that  no  eonside* 
ratioa  eoidd  tempt  them  to  visit  the  hilL  We  saw  none  of 
these  wieked  little  spirit  nor  any  pkee  Ibr  thenit  except 
I  omall  holes  seattered  over  the  topt  we  wore  happy 
Hugh  to.eseape  Uieir  vengeaaee>  though  we  romaiaod sosne 
on  the  mound  to  enjoy  the  iteUghtful  prospoet  of  the 
whieh  spreads  itself  out  till  the  eye  rests  upon  the  If* 
W.  hills  at  a  great  distance,  and  diose  of  theN»  E»  still  far* 
ther  off,  eniiveiied  by  kM|^  herds  ^  buAke  Ibeding  at 
a  distanee*    The  sml  of  these  plains  is  exeeedingly  flao; 
there  is,  however^  no  timber  exeept  on  the  Bfissoari:  aO  the 
wood  of  the  Whitostone  river  not  beiag  saftoient  to  eover 
thiekfy  one  hundred  aeres.    The  ^bua  country  wkieh  snr» 
roands  ^s  mound  has  eontrilMited  not  alitAe  to  its  1n4  ro« 
ptttation:  tiie  wind  driving  from  ovary  direetion  over  thelevd 
groaad  obliges  the  insoots  to  seek  shelter  on  tts  leeward  sidof 
or  tie  driven  against  as  by  the  wkd.  The  simI  bivdsy  whose 
Ibod  they  are,  resort  of  eoiuM  in  great  mmtbers  in  quest  of 
anhsistenee^and  the  ladhms  always  seem  to  diseover  an  mi«- 
qsaalaassmMiweef  Wrdsws  pr<»daoe4fcy  somempoHmtmal 
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Mute:  uiMg  fliem  we  obseired  the  brolm  marthi  enploytd 
in  looking  for  inseots,  an^  so  gentle  thnt  thejr  did  not  fljr  nirtfl 
we  got  within  a  few  feet  of  them.  -  We  have  also  ditUn- 
giiished  among  the  nnmerous  birds  of  the  plain*  the  black- 
bird, the  wren  or  prairie  bird,  and  a  speeies  of  lark  about 
the  size  of  a  partridge,  with  a  short  tail*  The  excessive  heat 
and  thirst  forced  ns  from  the  hiU,  abont  one  oVIock,  to  the 
nearest  water,  which  we  firand  in  the  creek,  ^  three  miles 
distance,  and  remained  an  honr  and  a  half.  We  then  went 
down  the  creek,  through  a  lowland  about  one  mile  in  widths 
and  crossed  it  three  times,  to  the  spot  where  we  first  reach* 
ed  it  in  the  morning.  Here  we  gathered  some  delicious 
plums,  grapes  and  bine  currants,  and  afterwards  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  about  sunset.  ^To  this  {dace  the 
course  from  (he  mound  is  8.  twenty  miles,  £^  nine  miles;  we 
there  resumed  our  perif^;ue,  and  on  reaching  our  encamp- 
ment of  last  night  set  the  prairies  on  fire^  to  wara  the  Sioux 
of  our  approach.  In  the  mean  time,  the  boat  under  seijcaat 
Pryor  had  proceeded  in  the  afternoon  one  mile,  to  a  bluff 
of  blue  clay  on  the  south,  and  after  passing  a  sandbar  and 
two  sand  islands  fixed  their  camp  at  the  distance  of  six  milet 
oo  the  south.  In  the  crening  some  rain  fell.  We  had 
killed  aduck  and  several  birds:  in  the  boat,  they  had  caught 
somelnrge  catfish. 

Sunday,  August  26.  We  rejoined  the  boat  at  nine  o'clock 
before  she  aet  out,  and  then  passing  by  an  island,  and  under 
a  cliff  on  the  south,  nearly  two  miles  in  extent  and  composed 
of  white  and  blue  earth,  eneanq^dat  nine  mUes  distance, 
on  a  sandbar  towards  the  north.  Opposite  to  this,  on  the 
south,  is  a  small  creekcalled  Petit  Arc  or  Little  Bow,  and  a 
diort  distance  above  it,  an  old  village  of  the  same  name. 
This  village,  of  which  nothing  remains  but  the  mound  of 
earth  about  four  feet  high  surrounding  it^  was  built  by 
aMahachifsf  named  Little  Bow,  who  being  displeased  with 
^iaddrird,  the  late  king,  seceded  with  twohundredfiollowers 
and  setded  at  this  ^ot,  wU(th  is  now  ihandoned^as  the  twr 
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TUl^;et  tete  rraiitedsiBeethe  dMUiofBhiUM.  We 
ksre  great  quaiitilks  of  grapes,  end  phuns  of  dtfee  kiadij 
two  of  a  yellow  eeloiir»  and  disiingaislwd  by  ooe  of  tke  spe* 
eies  being  longer  than  the  other;  and  a  third  round  and  red: 
all  have  an  ezeellent  iaTour,  partiealariy  these  rf  theyellew 
kind. 

Angnster.  The  morning  stan^pearedmneh  larger  than 
asnal.  A  gentle  breeze  from  the  southeast  earried  as  by  some 
latge  sandbars^  on  both  sides  and  in  the  middle  rfthe  rvrw, 
to  a  Unfl^  on  the  south  side,  at  seten  and  a  half  miles  distant: 
this  bluff  is  at  white  elay  or  ehalk^  under  whieh  is  mueh 
stone,  like  lime,  inerusted  with  a  elear  sabstanee,  supposed 
to  be  eebalt,  and  some  dark  ore.  Above  this  bluflT  we  set 
the  prairie  oa  fire,  to  inrite  the  Sioux.  After  twelye  and  a 
half  rniles^  we  had  passed  several  other  sandbars,  and  now 
reaehed  the  mouth  of  a  river  ealled  by  the  Freneh  Jaeques 
(James  river)  or  Yankton,  from  the  tribe  ^hieh  inhabits  its 
banks.  It  is  about  ninety  yards  wide  at  the  oonfluenee:  the 
eountry  whieh  it  waters  is  rieh  prairie,  with  little  timber: 
it  beeo(nes  deeper  and  wider  above  its  mouth,  and  may  be 
navigated  a  great  distanee;  as  its  sourees  rise  near  those  of 
St  Peter's,  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  red  river  of  lake  Win- 
mjftg.  As  we  eame  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  an  Indian 
swam  to  the  boat;  and,  on  our  landing,  we  were  met  1^  two 
others,  who  informed  us  that  a  large  body  of  Siour  were 
eneamped  near  us:  they  aeeompanied  three  of  our  men, 
with  an  invitation  to  meet  us  at  a  spot  above  the  nver:  the 
third  Indian  remained  with  us:  he  is  a  Maha  boy,  and 
says  that  his  nation  have  gone  to  the  Pawnees  to  muke  peace 
with  them.  At  fourteen  miles,  we  encamped  on  a  sandbar 
to  the  north.  The  air  was  cool,  the  evening  pleasant,  the 
wind  from  the  southeast,  and  light  The  river  has  fallen 
gradually^  and  is  now  low. 

Tuesday,  28th.  We  passed,  with  a  stiff  breeze  from  the 
south,  several  sandbars.  On  the  south  is  a  prairie  whicli 
rises  gradually  from  the  water  to  the  height  of  a  blat; 
whiok  is,  at  four  miles  distanee^  of  a  whitish  colour,  and 
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AkMtlvvMir  ^«>i^tj  feet  Itigh.  Fw^ 
^f  %  hr^wmh  colour  9  on  tbe  norik  sidei  w$A  al  the  diittaee  ef 
•i|^  Wdalifaf  vOkfis  tliQ  begiiiMigi^ 
iWtliflicbb  mnA^r  whiok  we  feroied oiureMipf  in  abeMtifnl 
fM«,(«iMattliearriviaeftkelBiM|u  Attteantbhifftlie 
joung  Indian  left  ns  and  joined  their  oan^.  Before  readuni; 
Cahunet  Unff  one  ef  the  yeiiignfii  lan  npen  a  Icigin  the  riTer, 
and  wai  rendered  nnit  finr  aerme;  to  thai  all  ear  loadMig 
waA  pat  iaio  the  teoMd  imiosne*  Onbethsideeofthemer 
are  five  prMrievs  vteh  eettea  wood;  and  near  the  UoflT  then 
ii  more  Umber  im  the  peintft  wnA  faUejs  than  we  have  been 
aeenttemed  to  tee. 

Wedneadajf  Mtb«  We  hadavideat  storm  of  wind  and 
rainiest  eveningi  and  were  engaged  during  the  di^  in  re- 
purine  the  periogne,  and  ether  neeeisary  oeeapatien(^ 
when»  at  foor  e'cloefc  in  the  afbemoon*  aergeant  Pryw  a«d 
hit  party  arrived  <a  the  opposite  aide^  attended  by  Ave 
ehiefs,  and  about  aerenty  men  and  boys.  We  sent  a  boat 
fMrlhemyiind  thiy  joined  us»  as  did  also  Mr.  Bnriony  the 
sonef  onr  interpreton  who  happened  to  be  trading  with  the 
Sioux  at  this  time»  Heretomed  withsergeant  Pryor  to  tin 
bdlanst  with  a  present  ef  tobfeoo^  eom,  and  a  few  kettles; 
and  told  them  that  we  would  speak  to  their  ehiefs  in  the 
moraing.  Sergeant  Fryer  reported,  that  en  reaehiag  their 
nllage,  wliieh  is  i^  twelve  miles  distanee  from  our  eamp»he 
was  met  by  a  piirty  with  a  huffidoe  robe»  en  whieh  they  de- 
sined  to  oarry  their  visitors:  anhononr  whieh  thi^ydeelkied^ 
informing  the  Indians  that  they  were  not  the  oommandeBs 
of  the  baats:  as  a  great  mark  of  respeet«  they  were  thesi 
pmented  with  a  fat  dog,  already  cooked,  of  which  they  par- 
took heartUy,  and  fouad  it  well  flstvonred.  The  eamps  #f 
the  Sionx  are  of  a  conical  form*  covered  with  buffiUoe 
robes,  painted  with  various  figures  and  eolonrs,  with  ap 
aperture  in  the  top  for  the  smoke  to  pass  throuf^  The 
ledges  eontmn  from  ten  to  fifteen  persons,  and  the  interior 
anrangement  is  eompaiet  and  handsemey  «aeh  lodge  havinga 
pinee  fisr  eooking  detached  from  it. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Uf  the  Mi9$(mrL  » 

Amgmtmtk.  Tharwfej.  Thefbg  WM  ••  diMk  «IM  im 

•Mid  Mt  0ee  the  ladiM  camp  on  the  oppottte  ride,  Imt  it 
eleared  off  about  eight  o'clock.  We  prepare^a  speeeb,  asd 
•MM  present^  aad  then  sent  fbr  die  ohieft  and  warriorsf 
vlma  wo  reeehed,  at  twelve  o'eloek,  vfider  a  large  oak  tree» 
MAT  to  which  Uieia^  of  die  Uaked  Slates  was  fly iogw  Cap- 
tain Ijewisdolivefod  a  epeeeh%  with  the  asaal  adiriee  and 
eoanoel  for  their  fature  eendtict.  We  ttien  aekaowiedged 
their  ohiefs,  by  gMtig  to  the  grand  ehief  a  flag,  a  medal,  n 
eertiflcate,  with  a  string  of  wampnii;  to  wUeh  we  added  a 
shiefs  coat;  that  is,  a  tiehly  laeed  miMbrm  of  the  United 
States  artiUery  eerps,  and  a  eoeked  hat  and  red  feather. 
One  seeond  eUcf  and  three  inferior  ones  were  made  or  re- 
eognised  by  medals,  and  a  suitable  present  of  tobaeeo,  and 
aftieles  of  clothing.  We  then  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace,  and 
the  eMefs  retired  to  a  bower,  formed  of  boshes,  by  their 
young  men,  where  they  difided  among  each  other  the  pre- 
•cats,  and  smoked  aid  eat,  and  held  a  eoaneii  on  the  answer 
which  they  were  to  make  os  to-morrow.  The  young  people 
exercised  their  bows  and  arrows  in  shooting  at  marks  for 
bcads^  which  we  distribated  to  the  best  marksmen;  and  in 
the  ereiiing  the  whole  paKy  danced  nntU  a  late  hour,  and  in 
the  coarse  of  their  amnseaicttt  we  threw  among  them  some 
knives,  tobacco,  bells,  tape,  and  binding,  with  which  they 
were  much  pleased.  Their  mnsical  instruments  were  the 
dmi,  aiMl  a  sort  of  little  bag  made  of  buflkloe  hide,  di*e8sed 
white»  with  smmJI  shot  or  pebbles  in  it,  and  a  bnneh  of  hair 
tied  to  it.  This  prodmes  a  sort  of  rattling  music,  with 
which  the  party  ^as  annoyed  by  four  musicians  during  the 
eonneil  this  morning. 

August  iU  In  the  morning,  after  breakfhst,  the  ebiefs 
iiet,  and  sat  down  in  a  row,  with  pipes  of  peace,  highly  or- 
namented, and  all  pointed  towards  the  seats  intended  for 
captains  licwis  and  Ckdke.  When  they  arrited  and  were 
seated,  the  grand  chief,  whose  Indian  name,  Weucha,  Is, 
hi  EngHflh  i^ke  Hand,  and,  in  French,  is  catted  liO  T«i- 
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^  '  M  hmA»  AfMt  Clarke •  Jfia?pcdi(j«fi 

torstMT  (tlM  deli?wer)  rose^  aad  spoke  mt  sosie  kngtlif  tp- 
proving  what  we  had  8aid>  and  pnHnUiag  to  follew  9%t  ad« 
▼tee: .  ^ 

«<  I  «ee  before  ne^''  said  be^  *'  my  great  fiiAlier's  two  soaa. 
Tea  see  me,  and  tbe  rest  of  our  ohiefs  and  warriors.  We  are 
'Very  poor;  we  have  neither  powder  nor  ball,  nor  kaiTes;  aad 
our  women  and  ehiMreo  at  the  Tillage  have  no  elothes.     I 
wish  that  as  my  brothers  hare  given  me  a  flag  and  a  mterialt 
tibey  would  give  sometiiing  Co  those  poor  people,  or  let  them 
•t<q^  and  trade  with  the  first  boat  whieh  eomes  op  the  river. 
I  will  bring  chiefs  of  tbe  Pawnees  and  Mahas  togeUier,  and 
make  peace  between  them;  but  it  is  better  that  I  riioidd  do  it 
than  my  great  father's  sons,  for  they  will  listen  to  me  mora 
•    readily.  I  will  also  take  some  chiefs  to  your  eountiy  in  the 
spring;  but  before  that  tiitfe  I  cannot  leave  home.    I  weat 
formerly  to  the  English,  and  they  ^ve  me  a  medal  and  some 
clothes:  when  I  went  to  tbe  Spanish  they  gave  me  a  medal, 
but  nothing  to  keep  it  from  my  skin;  but  now  yoa^pve  me  a 
medal  and  dotiies.    But  still  we  are  poor;  and  I  wish,  bro- 
thers, yon  would  give  us  souethiiig  for  mir  squaws.'^ 
When  he  sat  down,  ]ifahtoree»  or  White  Crane,  rose: 
"  I  have  listened,''  said  he,  ^<  to  what  our  father's  words 
were  yesterday;  and  lam,  ta^ay,  ^ad  to  see  how  you  have 
dressed  our  old  chief.    I  am  a  young  man,  and  do  not  widi 
to  tnkcmuch:  my  fathers  have  made  meaohief:Ihad  much 
smse  befiure,  but  now  I  think  I  have  more  than  ever.  What 
the  old  chief  has  declared  I  will  conftrm,  and  do  whatevw 
he  and  you  please:  but  I  wiA  that  you  would  take  pity  oa 
us,  for  we  are  very  poor." 

Another  chief,  called  Pawnawneahpahbe,  then  said: 
*«  I  am  a  young  man,  and  know  but  little:  I  cannot  speak 
well;  but  I  have  listened  to  what  you  have  tdd  the  old  chief, 
and  will  do  whatever  you  agree." 

The  same  sentiments  were  then  repeated  by  A  wcaweeha- 
ehe« 

We  were  soiprised  at  finding  that  the  first  of  tbese  titles 
means  <<  Struck  by  the  Pawnee,"  and  was  oceasioned  by  lUime 

Digitized  by  VjiJUy  IC 


Up  the  Jm$$^mi.  99 

How  wkkk  the  ddef  Inid  received  in  biittk.  Iron  ne^Ttlw. 
PliWMe  tribe.  The  eeeond  it,  in  £n^ifht<<  Half  Mut''  whieb 
teems  a  tiagnhur  name  fiir  a  warrior,  till  it  was  expteiae4 
tm  have  itt  origin,  probably,  in  the  modesty  of  the  ehieQ 
who,  on  being  toM  of  hit  exploitt,  would  tay,  ^  I  am  no  war* 
rior.  I  am  only  half  a  man.*'  Hie  odier  ehiefisi  tpolce  Teiy 
Mitle;  bat  after  tiMy  had  finished,  one  of  the  warriort  doli« 
v«red  a  speeeh,  inwhieh  be  deelared  be  would  support  themt 
They  promised  to  make  poaee  with  the  Ottoea  and  Mbtoa<w 
fit,  the  only  natioDS  with  whom  they  are  at  war.  All  these 
haranguet  eoneluded  ivy  describing  the  dittrest  ofvthe  na« 
tloa:  th^  bej^^  ut  to  hare  pity  on  them;  to  trod  them  tra*. 
ders:  that  they  waated  powder  and  imU;  and  seemed  anxi- 
ons  that  we  shooM  supply  them  with  tome  of  their  great  flu 
llier^tnulk,  theaame  ij  whioh  they  distinguish  ardeat 
splritB.  We  then  gave  some  tobaeeo  to  eaeb  of  the  ehiefs^ 
and  a  eertifieaie  to  two  of  tbe^  warriort  who  attended  tho 
thfefl  We  pretailed  on  Mfi  Durion  to  remain  here,  and 
aooompany  at  many  of  ^  Sioui:  ehieft  at  he  eoidd  ooUeet^ 
down  to  the  teal  ^  gof)amment.  Wo  alto  gave  hit  ton  a 
tag,  tome  elothet,  and  provitiont^  with  direeliont  to  bring, 
about  a  peaee  between  the  turrounding  tribet,  and  to  eon- 
▼ey  tome  of  tbtir  ehielii  to  teethe  pretident.  In  the  erening 
they  left  us^  and  oneamped  oa  the  oppotite  bani^,  aeeompa- 
lied  by  ihb  two  Durioat.  Ottring.t)m  eveniiig  and  night  wo 
had  much  rain,  andobsenred  that  the  river  rites  a  little.  The 
Indians,  who  have  j«tt  left  us,  are  the  Tanktont,  a  tribe  of 
the  great  nation  of  Sioux.  Tliese  Tanlctons  arc  about  two- 
littndred  men  in  aumberi  and  inhabit  tlie  Jacques,  Desmoi- ' 
lies,  and  Sioux  rivers.  In  person  they  are  stouts  well  pro- 
portioned, and  have  a  certain  air  of  dignity  and  boMness. 
In  their  dress  they  differ  nothing  from  tlie  other  bands  of 
the  nation  whom  we  saw,  and  will  describe  aft^wards:  they 
are  ibad  of  deoorations,  and  use  paiat,  and  porcupine  quiUs« 
and  feathers.  Borne  of  them  wore  a  kind  of  necklace  of 
white  bear*t  claws,  three  inches  long*  and  elotely  ttrnog 
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^  v«ui4  their  Mdw«.  They  kwe  cm^j*  n  f«w  fwritf 
ipleeeiy  beiog  generally  armed  with  bewe  and  wtowe^  m 
mhickf  kewtfer,  they  de  Mi  anpear  m  expert  at  the  pat* 
larthera  IndiaM.  What  ttmek  at  moat  was  aa  iattUatioab 
feaaliar  (a  then,  aad  ta  the  Kite  ladiaos,  farther  ta  tha 
waetward,  from  whaai  it  ie  said  ta  have  been  ea|iie4.  It  ia 
aa  atflaeiatiaa  of  tbemoit  aetiTeand  braTayaaaff  iaea«  wha 
aae  beaad  ta  eaeh  ather  by  attaehpeat^  leeared  by  a  TOWy 
aerer  U  retreat  bafbra  a^  ^us^Tt  or  give  w  ay  to  their  eaet 
miea.  ila  war  they  go  forward  without  ehekafioK  thead- 
•alTot  bahhMl  treae^  or  aidiag  their  aataral  Takoar  by  a^y 
'artiftae.  This  paaatttfeae  deUnafaHitien,  aat  ta  be  Utaed 
firam  tiMir  eoarse»  baeaam  iMr^ioi  or  ridiealao§»  a  short 
tiaie  shMOf  whea  tha  YaablQas  were  erassiag  ih%  Missoari 
oa  tha  iea.  A  haia  lay  iouaodiately  ia  timir  eoarsa,  whrnh 
mght  easily  haw  boea  afoMed,  by  gaiacraaad.  TIda  tha 
ftrenaet  afthe  baiiddisdaiaed  to  do|  bat  waat  straight  te^ 
w«rd,«ad  was  last  The  oA^ts  would  haw  fellawed  hte 
axampley  but  ware  foreiUy  paaTealod  by  tha  rest  of  thf 
tsfibe.  Theee  yoaag  men  sit,  aad  eneampt  aad  danea  lego* 
ther,  dlstiaet  firam  the  rest  af  the  aatiaa:  Ihay  are  gsaoraUj 
ahoat  thirty  ar  tbirty-flva  years  old;  aad  saah  is  tlie  defer* 
eaee  paid  to  eourage,  that  tfaaiv  seats  la  oaaaeU  are  supa« 
riar  ta  those  of  the  efaiefs,  aad  tIMr  paiaaas  more  respeelh 
ad.  Bat*  as  m^  be  suniosed*  soeh  iattsereat  fararevy  will 
looadinteidi  the  aambert  af  these  who  praetise  it;  so  thai 
the  bead  is  aaw  redaeod  U  fimr  waniors*  who  were  amoag 
oar  Tiritors.  TImso  were  the  remaias  of  tweoty-twot  wlio 
oomposed  the  soekty  aotloi^(  aga^  bat»  in  a  battle  with  tlio 
Kite  Indians,  of  the  Miamk  Moaataiast  ei|^Ueea  of  theatk 
were  kilhA  and  these  Ibar  were  dragged  from  the  lUld  Iqr 
their  eoaipaaiaas. 

Whilst  these  ladiaas  remained  with  us  wa  nsade  veiy 
Biaiita  ia^pMesrelatiao  to  their  sitaaiioa  aad  aambers,  wfA 
tradof  and  maaaers.  TUa  we  did  wry  satisfSsetorii|yf  bx 
ioftwo< 
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JfilMMlte  oiirfaMltfvinri  witb  other  hmif$  ^f  «ktM»  m^ 
lion,  and  much  intdligenee  aeqoired  since,  we  were  emkM 
«•  nnderstmnd,  with  tome  m^unffjf  Um  tM<iUM  #f  the 
Keiix  hkberlo  so  little  known. 

l%e  Siewi,er  Dneoria  Indinm.  origtenlfy  nettM  on  th# 
MlMisiippi,  nad  tailed  by  Oftrver,  Mid^wfii%ni»  Mw  now 
MhdMded  inlbtrihei^ai  MIowt 

First,  The  Tanktans:  thU  trihe  iahabk»  th#  8if  of  , 
Desmoines,  and  Jaeqaea  lirtra,  iad  aiiiher  ohoat  two  bat- 
dred  warrioi*s. 

Secoad,  The  Telaas  of  the  ham*  woa^  This  tribe  amp- 
hora aboat  three  handred  men,  who  roae  on  both  tides  of  tbf 
MissourC  the  White,  and  Teton  vivenL 

*  Third,  The  TetonsOkandaadasta  tHha  eoasietiBg  of 
ahaat  one  handred  and  fifty  nen^  who  inhabit  both  sides  «f 
die  Miseoori  below  the  dMiyeane  rirer. 

FoaKh,  T^toas  Mlna^enozzo,  a  natieo  inbabitiac  batl^ 
siioe  of  tfie  MIsflouri,  abore  the  Chajeaaa  riter,  aad  ee»» 
Itinlag  ab^ttwo  handred  and  ifty  wen. 

KHh,  Tetens  Saeae;  these  fadialrit  both  sides  of  the  W^ 
*seari  bdow  the  Warreooaae  rirer,  aad  consist  of  fibool 
lavtse  Dnaarea  aMO* 

Sixth,  TaiALtaas  of  thenalas,  orMgDeYib;  wh#  rtre  on 
Ae  heads  of  the  Stoax,  Jaefaes,  aad  Bed  rimeai  the  laoet  B4i^ 
HieroQs  of  aH  die  tribes,  aad  nambar  aboat  ive  handred  men. 

Seventh,  Wah|Niteae|  a  nation  residing  ea  the  St.  Pe* 
tor^s,  jast  above  the  month  of  that  rhar,  aad  aamberinff  tw« 
kandredjBen. 

B%hth,  Mndawareartea,  ar  pn^por  Baeetta  or  SioMl 
ladiatts.  These  possess  Ae  origisud  aeat  of  the  Shmx,  tad 
are  properly  so  deawifamted.  Tkity  rave  ea  bath  tides  af 
the  Mississippi,  aboat  the  fldb  of  St.  Aathowy*  mal  ^mM 
of  three  htttrired  men. 

Nindi,  The  Wahpataota,  or  lioaf  Bedi«  This  mtim 
fadiabits  both  sides  of  the  ritw  St  PMer^  bolow  TeUow 
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wood  riror,  amovniiiig  to  about  ono  liviidrod  Md  Mty 


Toothy  SiBtasoone:  tliis  nation  numbers  two  hiindrod 
men,  and  reiide  at  the  head  of  the  St.  Peter's.  Of  these  sere* 
ral  tribes^  more  partieular  notice  will  be  taken  hereafter. 
Saturday*  September  1, 1804.  We  proceeded  this  monn 
ing  under  a  light  southern  breeze,  and  passed  the  Calumet 
UuiTs;  these  are  composed  of  a  jellowish  red»  and  brownish 
day  as  hard  as  ehalk»  which  it  much  resembles^  and  are  one 
hundred  and  seventy,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  hig^ 
At  this  place  the  hills  on  each  side  come  to  the  yergt  of  the 
rirer,  those  on  the  south  being  higher  than  on  the  north. 
Opposite  the  bhiiTs  is  a  large  island  cohered  wit&  timbei^ 
above  which  the  highlands  form  «  cliff  over  the  river  ta 
die  north  side,  called  White  Bear  oliff^  an  aiumal>of  thai 
kind  being  killed  in  one  of  the  holes  in  it,  which  are  nume- 
rous and  apparently  deep.   At  six  miles  we  came  to  a  large 
sand  island  covered  with  oottonwood;  the  wind  was  hi§^ 
and  the  weather  rainy  and  cloudy  during  the  day.  We  made 
fifteen  miles  to  a  place  on  the  north  side,  at  the  fower  point 
of  a  large  island  called  Bonhomme,  or  Goodman's  island*  * 
The  country  on  both  sides  has  the  same  character  of  prai- 
ries, with  no  timber;  with  occasional  lowlands  covered  with 
Cottonwood,  elm  and  oak:  our  hunters  had  killed  an  elk  and 
a  beaver:  the  catfish  too  are  in  great  abundance. 

Septenibin  %.  It  rained  last  night,  and  tide  morning  we 
had  a  high  wind  from  the  N.  W*  We  went  three  miles  to 
the  lower  part  of  an  ancient  fortification  on  the  south  side, 
and  pasted  the  head  of  Bonhomme  island,  which  is  lai^  and 
well  timbered:  after  this  the  wind  became  so  violent,  attend** 
ed  by  a  cold  rain,  that  we  were  compelled  to  land  at  four 
miles  on  the  northern  side,  under  a  high  bluff  of  yellow  day, 
about  one  huiidre^l  and  ten  feet  in  height.  Our  hunters  sup- 
plied 08  with  four  elk;  and  we  had  grapes  and  plums  on  ihe 
banks:  we  also  saw  the  beargrass  and  rue,  on  the  side  of 
the  \Autb.  At  this  place  there  we  highlands  on  both  sides 
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of  ihe  tiT^rirhieli  beeome  more  level  nt  some  AlittMe  tiMkf 
and  eootaiti  but  few  stremnis  of  water.    On  the  tontherB 
baidL,  during  this  d^r^^the  grounds  iim?e  not  been  so  etevated.  * 
Captain  Clarke  crossed  the  river  to  examine  the  remains  of 
the  fortification  we  had  just  passed. 
\w  This  interesting  object  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mit- 
^mimtif  opposite  the  upper  extremity  of  Bonhomme  island^  and 
in  a  low  level  plaia^  the  hills  being  three  miles  from  the 
river.   It  begins  by  a  waH  eoroposod  of  earthy  rising  ini« 
mediately  from  the  bank  of  the  river  and  running  in  a  dl- 
reet  course  8.  76^,  W.  ninety  six  yards;  the  base  of  this 
wall  or  mound  is  seventy-live  feet,  and  its  height  about 
cigbt.  It  then  diverges  in  a  eours^  8.  M^  W.  and  continues 
at  the  same  oeiglit  and  depth  to  the  distance  of  fifty-three  - 
yardsf  the  angle  being  formed  by  a  sloping  descent;  at  the 
junction  of  these  two  is  an  appearance  of  a  horn  work  of  the 
same  height  with  the  first  angle:  the  same  wall  then  pur- 
sues a  course  N.  69^  W.  for  three  hundred  yards:  near  its 
western  extremity  is  an  opening  or  gateway  at  right  angles 
to  the  wall^and  projecting  inwards;  this  gateway  is  defended 
by  two  nearly  semicircular  walls  placed  before  it,  lolrer 
than  the  large  walls;  and  from  the  gi^way  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  covered  way  communicating  with  the  interval 
between  these  two  walls:  westward  of  the  gate,  the  wall 
becomes  much  larger,  being  at)out  one  hundred  and  five  feet 
at  its  base,  and  twelve  feet  high:  at  the  end  •f  this  hi^ 
ground  the  wall  extends  for  fifty-six  yards  on  a  course  N. 
M»  W;  it  then  turns  N.  2S«  W.  for  sevcnty-three  yards: 
.  these  two  walls  seems  to  have  had  a  double  or  covered  way; 
theyiire  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  eight  inches  in  height,  and 
from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and  five  feet  in  width  at 
the  basej  the  descent  inwards  being  steep,  whilst  outwards 
it  forms  a  sort  of  glacis.  At  the  distance  of  seventy-thrco 
yards,  the  wall  ends  abruptly  at  a  large  hollow  ^aee  much 
lowmthan  the  general  level  of  the  plmn>  and  from  which  is 
some  indieation  of  a  oovered  way  to  the  water.    The  space 
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hHwttn  iimjk  it  weupied  by  tereral  iwnttds  ttailTci  pr^ 
msotooilj.  throigh  the  gorge*  in  the  ee«tre  of  ivhieh  it « 
deep  reand  hale.  Frem  the  extremity  of  the  last  wall,  in  a 
eourte  N.  S^  W.  is  a  distaace  of  ninety-siK  yards  over  the 
low  ground,  where  the  wall  reeemaieaeet  aad  erostes  the 
plain  hi  a  eoarse  N*  81"  W.  far  eighteen  handred  and  thirty 
yards  ta  the  bank  af  the  Mtstaari.  In  this  eovrse  itt  height 
isabaut  eight  feet^  till  it  eaters,  at  the  dittaaoeaf  fire  huB<* 
dred  and  Uiirty-three  yards,  adeepoiraalar  pandaf  seveaty- 
three  yards  diameter;  after  wJiieh  it  is  gradaaiiy  lower,  ta« 
wards  the  river:  it  tauches  the  rivar  ata  maddy  bar,  whieh 
bears  every  mark  ofbeinganeneroaehmeatof  thewatar,fer 
a  eaasiderable  distaooe^  fad  a  little  abare  the  hinetioa,  is  m 
3maU  airealar  redoabt.    Along  the  bank  of  tie  river,  and 
at  eleven  haadred  yards  distanee,  in  a  straight  liae  from  tiut 
wall,  is  a  sccaad,  abaat  six  fi^t  liigh,  aad  af  tDaasideraUe 
width:  it  rises  abrapUy  Cram  the  bank  of  the  Mltsaari,  at 
a  poiat  where  the  ri^r  bends,  aad  goes  straight  fbrwardf 
fbmuag  aa  aeate  angle  with  the  laat  wall,  till  it  eaters  Aa 
fiver  Again,  not  far  from  the  uaaads  jast  daseribed,  tawardt 
wUeh  it  is  obviously  teadiag.    At  the  bend  the  Missmri  it 
ive  hundred  yards  wide;  the  ground  oa  the  appasita  tida 
highlaadsy  or  low  hills  on  the  baak;  and  where  the  rivar 
passes  between  this  fart  and  Bonh^mmo  island,  all  the  dis« 
laaee  from  the  bend,  it  is  eonstantly  washiag  tlM  baaks  ia- 
ta  the  strea^^  a  lai^  sandbank  bein^  already  taken  from 
the  shore  near  the  wall.    Daring  the  whole  eourse  af  this 
wall,  or  glaeis,  it  is  covered  with  trees,  among  whieh  ara 
BMAy  large  eotton  trees,  two  or  three  feet  in  diameter.  Im- 
mediately opposite  the  citadel,  or  the  part  mast  strangly 
fiNTtiied,  on  Bonbomme  island,  is  a  small  work  ia  a  eirea- 
lar  form,  with  a  wall  surroaadiag  it,  abaat  six  feet  ia  height. 
The  young  willows  along  the  frater,  joined  ta  the  general 
appearance  of  the  two  shores,  induce  a  beUef  that  the  bank 
of  the  island  is  encroaching,  and  the  Missouri  iadai^^ftot 
itself  by  washiag  aw^y  the  base  af  tha  fartifioatiaa.    The 
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•itadel  oofttains  about  twenty  acre8»  but  the  parts  between 
Ike  long  walls  mast  embraee  nearly  flye  hundred  aeres. 

These  are  the  ^rst  gemaias  of  the  kind  whieh  we  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining;  but  our  Freneh  interpre- 
ters assure  us^that  there  are  great  numbers  of  them  on  the 
PlattOf  die  Kanzasy  the  Jaeques,  &e.  and  some  of  our  par- 
ty My  9  that  they  obserred  two  of  those  fortresses  on  the  up- 
per side  of  the  Petit  Are  ereek^  not  far  from  its  mouth;  that 
the  wall  was  about  six  ttet  high»  and  the  sides  of  the  angles 
one  hundred  yards  in  length. 

September  5.  The  qioming  was  eold,  and  the  wind  from 
the  northwest.  We  passed  at  sunrise,  three  large  sandbars, 
aid  at  the  distanee  of  ten  miles  reached  a  small  oreek,  about 
twelve  yards  wide,  eoming  in  from  the  north,  abore  a  whfte 
blulT:  this  ereek  has  obtained  the  name  of  Plum  creek, 
tnm  the  number  of  that  fruit  which  are  in  the  neighbour- 
beod,  and  of  a  delightful  quality.  Five  miles  further,  we 
eaeamped  on  the  south  near  the  edge  of  a  plain;  the  ri?er 
!  is  wide,  and  eoyered  with  sandbiirs  to-day:  the  banks  are  high 
and  of  a  whitish  colour;  the  timber  scarce,  but  an  abun- 
dance of  grapes.  Beaver  houses  too  have  been  observed  in 
gnat  numbers  on  the  river,  but  none  of  the  animals  them- 
selves. 

September  4.  We  set  out  early,  with  a  very  cold  wind 
from  8. 8.E.  and  at  one  mile  and  a  half,  reached  a  small 
creek,  eidled  Whitelime  creek,  on  the  south  side.  Just  above 
this  is  a  cliff,  eovered  with  cedar  trees,  and  at  three  miles  0, 
er^ek,  called  Whitepaint  creek,  of  about  thirty  yards  wide: 
on  the  same  side,  and  at  four  and  a  half  miles  distanee  from 
the  Wbltepaint  creek,  is  the  Rapid  river,  or,  as  it  is  called 
by  the  French,  la  Riverequi  Court;,  this  river  empties  into 
theMissouri,  in  a  course  8.  W.  by  W.  and  is  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  yards  wide,  und  four  feet  deep  at  the  confluence.  It 
rises  in  the  Blaek  mountains,  andpasses  through  a  hilly  coun- 
try, with  a  poor  soil.  Captain  Clarke  ascended  three  miles  to 
a  beautiAil  plain,  on  the  upper  side,  where  the  Pawnees  once 
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bfMl  a  tillage:  he  femicl  tluit  the  rmr  widened  mhe?e  te 
month*  and  mueh  divided  bj  sai^and  iofaad*,  whieh»  jeiaed 
to  the  great  rafHdity  of  the  eorre|it9  makes  the  aaTigatioB 
▼ery  difflenlty  etea  for  imall  boats.  lilce  the  Flatte  its  wa- 
ters are*  of  a  light  eolour;  like  that  rirer  too  it  throws  o«t 
iato  the  Missouriy  great  qoantities  of  saadf  eoMrser  evea 
than  that  of  the  Hatte*  whkh  iSsnn  sandbars  andi 
near  its  mouth. 

We  eaeamped  jnst  above  it,  on  the  sonthf  having  i 
only  eif^t  miles,  as  the  wind  shifted  to  the  sonthf  and  Uew 
so  hard  that  in  the  eourse  of  the  day  we  broke  onr  mast: 
we  saw  some  deer,  a  nnmber  of  geesOf  and  shot  atnrfcey  and 
a  dnefc:  the  plaee  in  which  we  baited  is  a  fine  low-gronnd^ 
.  with  much  timber,  such  as  red  eedar,  honeylooasty  oaky  ar- . 
rowwood>  elm  and  coffeennt. 

September  5,  Wednesday.  I'be  wind  was  againhighfirons 
the  south.  At  five  miles,  we  came  to  a  large  island*  eaUM 
Pawnee  island*  in  the  middle  of  the  river;  and  stored  to 
breakfisst  at  a  small  ereek  on  the  north*  whieh  1ms  tibe 
name  of  Goat  creek*  at  eight  and  a  half  mil^s.  Near  tho 
month  of  this  oreek  the  beaver  had  made  a  dam  aeross  so 
as  to  form  a  largo^pond*  in  whieh  they  bnUt  their  houses. 
Above  this  island  the  river  Poneara  fidls  into  the  Missonri 
from  the  south*  and  is  thirty  yards  wide  at  the  entranee. 
Two  men  whom  we  despatehed  to  the  village  of  the  samo 
name*  returned  with  information  that  they  had  found  it  osi, 
the  lower  side  of  the  ereek;  but  as  this  is  the  hunting  sea- 
son* the  town  was  so  eompletely  deserted  that  they  had 
killed  a  bufialoe  in  the  vilbige  itseUl  .Hiis  tribe  of  Pon- 
oaras*  who  are  said  to  have  onee  numbered  four  bnndred 
men*  are  now  reduced  to  about  fifty*  and  have  associated  for 
mutual  protection  with  the  Mahas*  who  are  about  two  hun- 
dred in  number.  These  two  nations  are  allied  1^  a  similari- 
ty of  misfortune;  they  were  once  both  numerous*  both  rai- 
ded in  viUa^^es*  and 'cultivated  Indian  com;  Aeir  eommon 
enemies,  the  Sioux  and  smaU'^x*  drove  them  from  their 
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^  trade;  and  they  new  wander  oyer  the  plafait  on  the  toor- 
oes  of  the  Wolf  and  Qaienrre  riTors.  Between  the  Pawnee 
iahuMl  and  Ooatereek  on  the  norths  is  a  eliffof  Une  earthy 
ttnder  whieh  are  tereral  mineral  springs,  Impregnated  with 
salts:  near  this  we  observed  a  nnmber  jof  goats,  from  whieh 
Ike  ereek  derfves  its  name.  At  three  nnd  a  htJi  miles  Amn 
tlie  ereekf  we  eame  to  a  large  island  on  the  sonthy  along 
whieh  we  passed  to  the  bead  of  it*  and  eneamped  abont  four 
o^elo^  Here  we  replaeed  the  mast  we  had  loiA,  with  a 
new  one  of  eedar:  some  backs  and  an  elk  were  procured  to- 
day, and  a  Uaek  tailed  deer  was  seen  near  the  Pencara's  Til- 
Inge. 

Thursday,  September  e.  Hicre  was  a  storm  this  mom- 
tting  from  the  N.  W.  and  though  it  moderated,  die  wind 
was  still  high,  and  the  weather  rery  eoM;  the  number  of 
•andbars  too,  added  to  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  oUiged 
hs  to  haTC  recourse  to  the  towline:  with  all  our  exertions 
we  did  not  make  more  thmi  oi|^  and  a  half  miler^  and  en- 
sampsd  on  the  north,  after  passing  hi;^  eliSs  of  soft,  blne» 
and  red  coloured  stone,  on  the  southern  shore.  We  saw 
seme  goats,  and  great  numbers  of  buflkloe,  in  addition  to 
wideh  the  hunters  fumiAcd  us  with  elk,  deer,  turkies, 
geese,  and  one  bearer:  a  large  catfish  too  was  caught  in 
tim  evenhig.  The  ground  near  the  camp,  was  a  low  prarie, 
wMiont  timber,  though  just  below  is  a  grove  of  cottonwood. 
Fridiqr,  September  7.  The  morning  was  very  cold  and  the 
wind  southeast.  At  ftve  and  a  half  miles,  wc  reached  and  en- 
camped at  the  foot  of  a  round  mountain,  on  the  south,  faaviag 
passed  twosmaU iriaods.  This  mountain,  which  isabout  three  * 
hundMd  feet  at  the  base,  forms  a  cone  at  the  t<^,  resem* 
Ming  n  dome  at  a  distance,  and  seventy  feet  or  more  above 
the  snrroimding  highlands.  As  we  desccadedfrom  this  dome, 
we  arrived  at  m  %it,  on  the  gradual  descent  of  the  hiU, 
nearly  foar  acres  in  extent,  and  covered  with  small  holes: 
these  are  the  residence  of  a  little  animal,  called  by  the 
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"Frettehy  petit  elden  (little  Aag)  who  sit  ereet  near  tbe 
iBoaiby  and  make  a  whistling  noise,  but  when  alarmed  take 
refuge  in  their  holes.  In  order  to  brii^;  them  out,  we 
poured  into  one  of  the  holes  five  barreb  of  water  without 
filling  it,  but  we  dislodged  and  caught  the  owner.  After 
digguig  down  another  of  the  holes  for  six  fbet,  we  found,  on 
running  a  pole  into  it,  that  we  had  not  yet  dug  half  way  to 
the  bottom:  we  discovered,  however,  two  frogs  in  the  hole, 
and  near  it  we  killed  a  daA  rattlesnake,  which  had  swal- 
lowed Ik  small  prairie  dog:  we  were  also  informed,  thoq|^  we 
never  witnessed  the  fact,  thata  sort  of  lizard#  and  a  snakc^ 
live  habitually  irith  these  animals.  The  petit  ehien  are 
justly  named,  as  they  resemble  a  small  dog  in  some  par- 
ticulars, though  they  have  also  some  points  of  similarity  to 
the  squirreL  The  head  resembles  the  squirrel  in  every  re^ 
qpect,  except  that  the  ear  is  shorter,  the  tail  like  that  of 
the  ground-squirrel,  the  toe*nails  are  long,  the  fur  is  fine» 
and  the  long  hair  is  gray. 

Saturday,  S^tember  8.  Hie  wind  still  eontintted  firom 
the  southeast,  but  moderately.  At  seven  miles  we  reached 
a  house  on  the  north  side,  eaUed  the  Pawnee  house,  where 
a  trader^  named  Tmdeau,  wintered  in  the  year  1796-7:  be- 
hind this,  hills,  much  higher  than  usual,  appear  to  the 
'  north,  about  eight  miles  off.  Before  reaching  this  house, 
we  came  by  three  small  islands,  on  the  north  side,  and  a 
small  creek  on  the  souths  and  after  leaving  it,  reached  ano- 
ther, at  the  end  of  seventeen  miles,  on  whioh  we  encamped, 
and  called  it  Boat  island:  we  here  saw  herds  of  buffaloe,  and 
some  elk,  deer,  tHrkies^  beaver,  a  squirrel,  and  a  prairie 
*  dog.  The  party  on  the  north  represi^nt  the  country  through 
which  they  passed,  as  poor,  rugged,  and  hilly,  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  lately  burnt  by  the  Indians;  tiie 
.  broken  hills^  indeed,  approach  the  river  on  both  sides, 
though  each  is  bordered  by  a  strip  4d|H#dl^nd  near  the 
water.  ^W 
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Soirfftj,  September  9.  We  ooatted  aloBg  die  itlattd  on 
"whieh  we  had  eneamped,  mad  then  pftised  three  tand  and 
irillow  islands,  and  a  nnmber  of  smaller  sandbars.  The  ri- 
▼er  is  shallow,  and  joined  ly  two  small  ereeks  from  the 
nortty  and  one  Aom  the  sooth.  In  the  plains,  to  the  south, 
are  great  numbers  of  buiPaloe,  in  herdi  of  nearly  fire  bun* 
ited;  all  the  eopses  of  timber  appear  to  eontain  elk  or  deer.  ^ 
We  eneamped  on  a  sandbar,  on  the  southern  shore,  at  the 
difltaaee  of  fourteen  and  a  quarter  miles. 

September  10,  Monday.  The  next  day  we  made  twenty 
miles.  The  morning  was  eloudy  anddark,  but  a  light  breese 
from  the  southeast  earried  us  past  two  small  islands  on  t^ 
soath,  and  one  on  the  north;  till,  at  the  distanee  of  ten  and  a 
half  miles,  we  reached  an  island,  extending  for  two  miles  in 
the  middle  of  the  rirer,  eorered  with  red  cedar,  from  whieh 
It  derires  its  name  of  Cedar  island.   Just  below  this  island^ 
en  a  hill,  to  the  south,  is  the  backbone  of  a  fish,  forty-fiye 
feet  long,  tapering  towards  the  tail,  and  in  a  perfect  state  of 
petrifhetion,  fragments  of  which  were  coUeet^  and  sent  to 
Washington.  Qn  both  sides  oftheriverare  high  dark-coloured 
;  Uoffs.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  island,  on  the  south- 
ern shore,  the  party  on  that  side  discotered  a  large  and  very 
strong  impregnated  spring  of  water;  and  another,  not  so 
strongly  impregnated,  half  a  mile  up  the  hill.  Three  miles 
beyond  Cedar  island  is  a  larjge  island  on  the  north,  and  a 
mmibar  of  sandbars.    After  whieh  is  another,  about  a  mile 
in  length,  lying  in  the  middle  of  the  rtver,  and  separated  by 
a  small  ciiannel,  at  its  extremity,  from  another  above  it,  on 
which  we  encamped.    These  two  idands  are  called  Mud 
islands.  The  river  is  shallow  during  this  day's  course,  and  is 
Cdttng  a  little.    The  elk  and  buffidoe  are  in  great  abun- 
dance, but  the  deer  have  become  scarce. 

September  11,  Tuesday.  At  six  and  a  half  miles  we 
passed  the  upper  extremity  of  an  island  on  the  south; 
four  miles  beyond  whieh  is  another  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river;  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  we  visited  a 
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large  Tillage  ef  the  iMurluBg-sqoinrel.  It  was  ntvitedra  a 
gentle  deeliTity^  and  eerered  a  spaee  of  oine  hnndred 
and  seventy  y^rds  longy  and  eight  hundred  yards  wM^ 
we  killed  fonr  ef  them.  We  then  resumed  onr  eonrsey 
and  daring  fire  and  a  half  miles  passed  twe  islands  on  the 
north,  and  then  encamped  at  the  distance  of  sixteen  milea» 
on  the  south  side  of  the  riveri  and  just  aboTe  a  small  mil. 
Hie  morning  had  been  eloudy,  but  in  the  afternoon  it  be- 
gan raining^  with  a  hif^  northwest  wind,  whieh  eontinued 
^ring  the  greater  part  of  the  nif^t  The  country  seen  to- 
day consists  of  narhiW  strips  of  lowland,  rising  into  uneren 
grounds,  whieh  are  succeeded,  at  the  distance  of  Uiree 
miles,  by  rich  and  lerel  plains,  but  without  any  timber.  The 
rifer  itself  is  wide,  and  crowded  with  sandbars.  Elk,  deer^ 
squirrels,  a  pelican,  and  a  Tei7  large  porcupine,  were  our 
game  this  day^  some  foxes  too  were  seen,  but  not  caught. 

In  the  morning  we  obsenred  a  man  riding  on  horseback 
down  towards  the  boat,  and  we  were  much  leased  to  find 
that  it  was  Gteorge  Shannon,  one  of  our  party,  for  whose 
safety  we  had  been  Tcry  uneasy.    Our  two  horses  haying 
strayed  ttom  us  on  the  2dth  of  August,  he  was  sent  to  search 
for  them.    After  he  had  found  them  he  attempted  to  re> 
join  us,  but  seeing  some  other  tracks,  which  must  have  been 
those  of  Indians,  and  which  he  mistook  for  our  own,  he  eon* 
eluded  that  we  were  ahead,  and  had  been  for  sixteen  days 
following  the  bank  of  the  riyer  above  us.    During  the  first 
four  days  he  exhausted  his  bullets,  and  was  then  neariy 
starved,  being  obliged  to  subsist,  for  twel?e  days,  on  a  few 
grapes,  and  a  rabbit  which  he  killed  by  making  use  of  a 
hard  piece  of  stick  for  a  ball.    One  of  his  horses  gave  out, 
and  was  left  behind;  the  other  he  kept  as  a  last  resource  for 
food.    Despairing  of  overtaking  us,  he  was  returning  down 
the  river,  in  hopes  of  meeting  some  other  boat;  and  was  on 
the  point  of  killing  his  horse,  when  he  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  join  us. 
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.  We^Midajr,  BcptoMbcr  iiS.  The  dbqr  iMtt  dark  aad  ^Or 
4yi  the  w iad  frem  the  northwest.  At  ft  short  ditteaee  wo 
Yeoehed  an  island  in  the  niddk  of  the  riveiv  whieh  is  eo<- 
Tered  with  tiflnber,  a  rare  ol^eet  BOW.  ^e  with  great  diffl- 
wkf  wen  eaaUed  to  stm^^  through  tlie  sandbars,  the 
water  being  yery  rapid  and  shallow^  so  that  we  were  sere- 
rallMHirs  in  making  a  mile*  Seteral  times  the  boat  wheel* 
od  on  the  bar^  and  the  men  were  obliged  to  Jnmp  out  and  pre- 
▼Mt  her  from  upsetting;  at  others*  after  making  a  way  np 
one  ehannelf  the  shoalnesaof  the  water  foroed  ns  badk  to  seek 
the  deep  ehanneL  We  advanced  only  fonr  miles  in  the  whole 
dhgr  and  encamped  on  the  south.  Along  both  sides  of  the  river 
are  Ugh  grounds^  on  the  sonthem  side  partienlarly,  they 
tmm  dark  bluffsf  in  which  may  be  observed  slate  and  coal 
intennixed.  We  saw  also  several  villages  of  barking-jiqnir- 
rels;  great  numbers  of  g^wse,  and  three  foxes. 

Seftember  IS*  Thursday.  We  made  twelve  miles  to-day 
throogh  a  number  of  sandbars*  which  make  it  difficult  to  And 
the  proper  ehanneL  The  hills  on  each  side  are  high*  and 
separated  from  the  river  by  a  narrow  plain  on  its  borders. 
On  the  north,  these  lowlands  are  covered  in  part  with  tim- 
ber, and  great  quantities  of  grapes*  which  are  now  ripe: 
on  the  south  we  found  plenty  of  plums*  but  they  are  not  yet 
rip^  and  near  the  dark  bluffs*  a  run  tainted  with  allum  and 
eepperas;  the  southern  side  being  more  strongly  impreg- 
nated with  minerals  than  the  northern.  Last  night  four 
beaver  were  caught  in  the  traps;  a  porcupine  was  shot  as  it 
was  upon  a  cottontree*  feeding  on  its  leaves  and  branches. 
We  encamped  on  the  north  side*  opposite  to  a  small  willow 
island.  At  night  the  musquitoes  were  very  troublesome* 
though  t&e  weather  was  cold  and  rainy  and  the  vrind  from 
the  northwest. 

Friday^  Sqitember  14.  At  two  miles  we  reached  a  round 
idand  on  the  northern  side;  at  about  five*  a  run  on  the  south; 
two  and  a  half  miles  further*  a  small  creek;  and  at  nine 
miles  eaeamped  near  the  mouth  of  a  ereekt  on  the  same 
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«ide.  The  miMibsrs  are  Terjr  niuMMttfif  mttd  vedler  tlie  ri-  . 
Ter  vide  and  Bhallow»  and  obU^ged  the  erew  to  get  into  tiMi 
water  and  drag  the  boat  over  the  bars  sereral  timet.  Dn- 
ring  the  whok  day  we  searehed  along  the  soathem  shoM, 
and  at  some  distanoe  into  thc^  interior,  to  ftnd  an  aaeMttt 
Toleano  which  we  heard  at  St.  Charles  wits  somewhere  i« 
this  neighbourhood;  but  we  could  not  discern  the  slightest 
appearance  of  any  thing  Tolcanio.  In  the  course  of  their 
search  the  party  shot  a  buck-goat  and  a  hare.  The 
hills,  particularly  on  the  south,  continue  high,  but  the  tim- 
ber is  confined  to  the  islands  and  hanks  of  the  river.  We 
had  occasion  hereto  observe  the  rapid  undermining  of  these 
hills  by  the  Missouri:  the  first  attaoks  seem  to  be  on  the 
hills  which  overhang  the  river;  as  soon  as  the  violence  of 
the  current  destroys  the  grass  at  the  foot  of  them,  the  whole 
texture  appears  loosened,  and  the  ground  dissolves.and  mix-  . 
es  vriih  the  water:  the  muddy  mixture  is  then  foreed  over 
the  low-grounds,  which  it  covers  sometimes  to  the  depth  of 
three  inches,  and  gradually  destroys  the  herbage;  after 
which  it  can  ofier  no  resistance  to  the  water,  and  becomes 
at  last  covered  with  sand. 

Saturday,  September  15.  We  passed,  at  an  early  how, 
the  creek  near  our  last  night's  encampment;  and  at  two 
miles  distance  reached  the  mouth  of  White  river,  coming  in 
from  the  south.  We  ascended  a  short  distance^  and  sent  a 
sergeant  and  another  man  to  examine  it  higher  up.  This  ri- 
ver has  a  bed  of  about  three  hundred  yards,  though  the  wa- 
ter is  confined  to  one  hundred  and  fifty:  in  the  mouth  is  a 
sand  island,  and  several  sandbars.  The  curi^nt  is  regular 
and  swift,  with  sandbars  projecting  from  the  points.  It 
differs  very  much  fi*om  the  Platte,  and  Quicurre,  in  throw- 
ing out,  comparatively,  little  sand,  but  its  general  eharae* 
ter  is  like  that  of  the  Missouri.  This  resemblance  was  eon* 
firmed  by  the  sergeant,  whp  ascended,  about  twelve  miles; 
at  which  distance  it  was  about  the  same  width  as  nemrthe^ 
motith,  and  the  course,  which  was  generally  west^had  been. 
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fifttorraptod  hj  islands  and  sandbars.  Hie  timber  eonsisted 
diiefly  of  elm^  they  saw  pine  borrs,  and  sticks  <^  Ureh  were 
seen  floating  down  the  rirer;  they  had  also  met  with  goatSy 
siM»  as  we.  have  heretofore  seen;  great  quantities  of  bujffa- 
Ioe»  near  to  whieh  were  wolres^  some  deer,  and  villages  of 
barking  sqairrels.  At  the  eonflaenee  of  White  river  with 
Ike  Missonri  is  an  exeellent  position  for  a  town;  the  lantf 
rising  by  three  gradual  ascents,  and  the  ndghbourhood  fur- 
ttbhing  more  timber  than  is  usual  in  this  country.  After 
passing  high  dark  bluffs  on  both  sides,  we  reached  the  low- 
er point  of  an  island  towards  the  south,  at  the  distance  of 
six  mfles.  The  island  bears  an  abundance  of  grapes,  and 
is  covered  with  red  eedar:  it  also  eoiiitains  a  number  of  rah- 
hits.  At  the  end  of  thisisland,  which  is  small,  a  narrow 
ehannel  separates  it  fh>m  a  large  sand  island,  which  we  pas- 
sed, and  encamped,  eig^t  miles  on  the  north,  under  a  high 
pomt  of  land  opposite  a  largo  creek  to  the  south,  oit  which 
we  observe  an. unusual  quantity  of  timber.  The  wind  was  from 
the  northwest  this  afternoon,  and  high,  the^  weather  eoM, 
and  its  dreariness  increased  by  the  bowlings  of  a  number  of 
wolves  around  us. 

September  16,  Sunday.  Early  this  moming*  having  reach- 
ed a  convenient  spot  on  the  south  side,  and  at  one  mile  and 
a  qnarter  distance,  we  encamped  just  above  a  small  creek, 
which  we  called  Corvus,  having  killed  an  animal  of  that  ge- 
nus near  it.  Finding  that  we  could  not  proceed  over  the 
sandbars,  as  fast  at  we  desired,  while  the  boat  was  so  hea- 
T^y  loaded,  we  concluded  not  to  send  back,  as  we  orig^inally 
hrtended,  our  third  periogue,  but  to  detain  the  soldiers  until 
spiing,  and  in  the  mean  time  lighten  the  boat  by  loading  the 
.j^wiogue:  this  operation,  added  to  that  of  drying  all  our  wet 
arU>Ble«r'delated  us  during  the  day.  Our  camp  is  in  a  beau- 
lifil  plain,  with  timber  thinly  scattered  for  three  quarters 
tfaviile,  and  consisting  chieJSy  of  elm,  eoU«iWQod|  some 
-oA  of  an  iodlfl^rent  quality,  and  a  eonsiderabk  quantity  of 
asiiaH  qpeeies  of  white  oak:  this  tveet  teldoaSy  rises  Mgher 
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than  thirty  feet,  mai  bimnehes  rery  moeb;  the  iMirk  it  rMghy 
thick  and  of  a  light  colour;  tlie  leaves  small,  deeply  iadeat- 
ed,  and  of  a  pale  green;  the  cup  which  contains  the  aeorn.is 
fringed  on  the  edges,  and  embraces  it  abont  one  In^ff  the 
acorn  itself,  which  grows  in  great  profusion,  is  of  an  excel- 
lent flavour,  and  has  none  of  the  ronghriess  wiiich  most  other 
acorns  possess;  they  are  now  falling,  and  have  probaUy  at- 
tracted  the  number  of  deer  w)^ich  we  saw  on  this  place,  as 
all  the  animals  we  have  seen  are  fond  of  that  food.  The 
ground  hnving  been  recently  burnt  by  the  Indians,  is  oovor • 
,6d  with  young  green  grass,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
great  quantities  of  fine  plums.  We  killed  a  few  deer  for 
the  sake  of  their  skins^  which  we  wanted  to  cover  the  peri- 
oguesy  the  meat  being  too  poor  for  food:  the  cold  season 
coming  on,  a  flannel  shirt  was  given  to  each  man,  and  fresh 
powder  to  those  who  had  exhausted  their  supply. 

Monday,  September  16.  Whilst  some  of  the  party  were 
engaged  in  the  same  way  as  yesterday,  others  were  employ- 
ed in  examining  the  surrounding  country.  About  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  behind  our  camp,  and  at  an  elevation  of  twenty 
feet  above  it,  a  plain  extends  nearly  three  miles  parallelto 
the  rivor,  and  about  a  mile  back  to  the  hills,  towards  which 
it  gradually  ascends.  Here  we  saw  a  grove  of  pluitn-trees 
loaded  with  fruit,  now  ripe^  and  differing  in  nothing  from 
those  of  the  Atlantic  states,  except  that  the  tree  is  smaDer 
and  more  thieUy  set  Hie  ground  of  the  plain  is  occupied  by 
the  burrows  of  multitudes  of  barking  squirrels,  who  entice 
hither  the  wolves  of  a  small  kind,  hawks,  and  poIeeatSf 
all  of  which  animals  we  saw,  and  presumed  that  they  lU 
oa  the  squirrel.  This  plain  is  intersected  neariy  in  its  whole 
extent  by  deep  ravines  and  steep  irregular  rising  gromrfa 
from  one  to  two  hundred  feet.  On  ascending  the  range 
Chills  which  border  the  plidn,  we  saw  a  second  high  level 
plain  stretching  to  the  south  as  for  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
To  the  weptward,  a  high  range  of  hills  about  twenty mfles4is* 
taut  mas  nearly  Bortk  aad  toatl^  but  aot  to  any  great  ex- 
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Umt%^M  t)beir  rite  Md.teroiiimtion  is  embniMd  kgrmeriewy 
nd  they  seemed  eovered  with  a  rerdure  similar  to  that 
of  tho  plains.  The  same  Tiew  extended  oyer  tlie  irrq^ular 
hUla  which  border  the  aoKhem  side  of  the  Missouri:  all 
aroaad  the  eountry  had  been  reeently  burnt,  and  a  young 
green  i^rass  about  four  laehes  high  covered  the  ground^ 
«bioh  was  enliyened  by  herds  of  antelopes  and  buffldoe;  the 
last  of  whieh  were  in  such  multitudes,  that  we  eaanot  ezag- 
gsrnte  m  saying  that  at  a  single  glanoe  we  saw  three  thousand 
of  them  before  us.  Of  all  the  animals  we  had  seen  the  ante- 
lope seems  to  possess  the  most  wonderful  fleetness;  shy  and  ti- 
morous they  generally  repose  only  on  the  ridgeai,  whieh  eom- 
■mnd  a  view  of  all  the  approaebes  of  an  enemy,  the  acuto- 
noss  of  their  sight  distinguishes  the  most  distant  danger, 
the  delieate  senJsibiliiy  of  their  smell  defeats  the  preean- 
tioas  of  ooneealmentt  and  when  alarmed  their  rapid  eaTeer 
seems  aMwe  like  the  flight  of  birds  than  the  movements  of 
an  eartWy  being.  After  many  unsuocessful  attempts,  oap- 
tain  JLewis  at  last,  by  windingaround  the  ridges,  approached 
aparty  of  seven,  whieh  were  on  an  eminenoe,  towards  wliteh 
the  wipd  was  unfortunately  blowing.  The  onfy  male  of  the 
party  frequentty  eneireled  the  summit  of  the  hill,  as  if  to 
amiMuiee  any  ^ger  to  the  females,  who  formed  a  group 
at  the  top.  Although  they  did  not  see  eiq^tain  Lewis,  the 
smdt  ahurmed  them,  and  they  fled  when  he  was  at  the  dio- 
taaee  of  two  hundred  yards:  he  immediately  ran  to  the  spot 
where  they  had  been^  a  ravine  eonoealed  them  from  him, 
bat  the  next  moment  they  appeared  on  aseeond  ridge  at  the 
dsstanee  of  three  miles.  He  doubted  whether  it  eouU  be  the 
tame,  but  their  number  and  the  extreme  rapidity  witli  wUdi 
tlmy  continued  their  eourse,  eonvineed  him  that  they  mast 
kare  gave  yfith  a  speed  e^al  to  that  of  the  most  distiogniA- 
ed  raeehorse.  Amoag  our  acquisitions  to*day  was  a  BMik* 
door,  a  magpe,  the  eommon  deer^  and  bufUoe:  eaptain  Lew- 
is  also  saw  a  hare,  and  killed  a  rattlesnake  near  the  burrows 
of  the  barking  squirrels. 
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Tteidftyi  September  18«  HftTingeTerylfciiiKfai.rwdiimt 
we  proeeeded»  with  the  beat  roueh  lighteBed,  but  the  wkid 
being  from  the  N.  W.  we  made  but  little  way.  At  ope  mUe 
we  reaehed  aa  islaad  in  the  middle  of  the  riveri  neariy  a 
mile  in  length,  and  eorered  with  red  eedar;  at  ktextremitir 
a  small  creek  comes  in  from  the  north;  we  then  met  toaiis 
tandbare,  and  the  wind  being  very  high  and  ahoad»  we  en- 
eamped  oh  the  sooth,  haring  made  only  setea  miles.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  common  deer,  which  were  in  gceat  abidapce, 
we  saw  goats,  elk,  buffaloe,  the  blaek  tailed  deer;  the  largs 
wolres  too  are  rery  numerous,  and  hare  kog  hair  with 
coarse  for,  and  are  of  a  light  odour.  A  small  speeiet  of 
wolf  about  the  siae  of  a  gray  fox  was  also  killed,  and  pra- 
Ted  to  be  the  animal  which  we  had  hitherto  mistaken  for  a 
fox:  there  are  also  many  porcupines,  rabbits,  and  barking 
squirrels  in  the  neighbourhood. 

September  19.  We  this  day  ei^oyed  a  cool  clear  morning, 
and  a  wind  from  the  southeast  We  reached  at  three  auks 
a  bluff  on  the  south,  and  four  miles  further,  the  la^er  point 
of  Prospect  island,  about  two  and  a  half  nriles  in  length; 
opposite  to  this  are  high  Uuflk,  about  eighty  feet  above  the 
water,  beyond  which  are  beautiful  plains  gradually  riaiag 
as  they  recede  from  the  river:  these  are  watered  by  throe 
streams  which  empty  near  each  other:  the  first  is  aboat 
thirty-five  yards  wide,  the  ground  on  its  sides  high  and  riek 
with  some  timber;  the  second  aboat  twelve  yards  wide,  bat 
with  less  timber;  the  third  is  nearly  of  the  same  size,  aad 
contains  more  water,  but  it  scatters  its  waters  over  the  large 
timbered  plain,  and  empties  itself  into  the  river  at  three 
places.  These  rivers  are  called  by  the  French  Les  trots  ri- 
vieres des  Sioux^  the  three  Sioux  rivers;  and  as  the  JShnix 
generally  cross  the  Missouri  at  this  place,  it  i^  called  the^ 
Sioux  pass  of  the  three  rivei*s.  Tliese  streams  have  the  sasM 
right  of  asylum,  thongh  in  a  less  degree  than  Pipestone 
creek  already  mentioned. 
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Tw»  mMm  §r^m  €b»  MnA  we  pMsedaerMk  flflora 
7«i^  wMe;  eight  nSlet  fiurtker»  saother  twenty  ymnlf 
wMe;  Oree  niles  beyond  whkh»  is  ft  third  ef  eighteen  jnrds 
width,  idliHi  ^e  tmith  tide:  the  SMend  wUeh  pftstes  through 
a  Ugh  idniB  we  eaUedEhn  ereek;  to  the  third  we  gftTe  the 
MMe  of  N%htev^c»  having  reaped  it  IfttefttnighL  Abont 
a  fldle  heyoad  Ms  ie  a  mrii  UaM  on  the  north  side  of  the 
IJFfery  and  is  eaHed  Lower  isUnd^  as  tt  is  sitaated  at  the 
^WMaeniimeat  of  wiurt  is  loowa  by  the  nameof  the  Grand 
Detour,  or  Great  Bend  of  the  MissoarL  Opposite  is  a 
ofoek  on  tlie  south  abont  ten  yards  wide,  lihkh  waters  a 
fUbk  wherrthere  are  great  nnnibMs  of  the  prieUey  pear, 
wlrieh  name  we  gave  to  the  ereek.  "^e  eneamped  on  the 
soalh,  <Yposite  the  upper  extremity  of  the  island,  harii^ 
madewseMellent^y'o  sail  of  twenty  sirandaqnartermiles. 
Ovr  game  this  day  eonsisted  ehiefly  of  deer,  of  these  fear 
wm^Uaekiails,  one  a  book  with  two  main  prongs  of  horns 
oa  eadi  side  and  fbtked  eqaally.  Large  herds  of  bnflUoe, 
dk  and  goats,  were  also  seen. 

Tharaday,  September  5M>.  JFInfing  we  had  reaehed  the 
IMg  Bend,  we  deqpatehed  two  men  with  our  only  horse 
fliross  the  neek,  to  hmit  there  and  wait  our  arriral  at  the 
ftfot  ereek  beyond  it.  We  then  set  out  with  Ihir  weather 
aiad  Ao  wind  from  8.  E.  to  make  the  eirenit  of  the  bend. 
Kear  the  lower  island  the  sudbars  are  namerous,  and  the 
rfarer  diallow.  At  nine  «id  a  half  miles  is  a  sand  island,  on 
tte  sottthem  tdde.  Abont  ten  miles  beyond  it  is  a  small 
island  on  the  sotith,  opposite  to  a  small  ereek  on  the  north. 
TIdb  hknd,  whioh  is  near  tiie  N.  W.  extremity  of  the  bend, 
ia  ealled  Solitary  island.  At  about  eleven  miles  further, 
we  ^uamped  on  a  sandbar,  having  made  twenty-seven  and 
ft  half  mfles^^  Caption  Clarke,  who  eariy  this  morning  had 
ofossed  Ae  neek  of  the  bend,  joined  us  in  the  evening.  At 
Aeaanrawest  part,  the  gorge  is  composed  of  high  and  ir- 
regaiar  hills  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  or  one  bun- 
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ini  ni  niMty  ftet  ia  eiraiUim;  firMi  fkii 
wdirokM  phin  oter  &•  vMe  of  the  beady  Md  the 
it  tepanited  from  it  bj this  ridge.  Great  MiriMrt  of  I 
dfc>  and  geets  ere  wenderiag  o«er  tlieae  fteiest  I 
bjrgrooseud  larks.  Captaia  Claris  law  a  Itfue  aba,  e«  tile 
Great  Bend.  Of  tlie  geata  kilM  tmday^eae  te  ai 
MTering  from  the  naie  tit  lieiag  waaller  te  riaof  its  i 
tee  are  smaller  and  stralghter,  bariag  oau  short  froag^  aai 
ao  hlaek  about  the  aeek:  ae»e  of  those  goait  hate  aayfciawi» 
birt  are  doKealely  lisrmed,  aad  very  beaatifaL 

Friday,  September  «•  Betweea  oao  aad  two  o'eiook  the 
SMjeaat  oa  guard  alaraied  as,  by  eryiag  that  tlie 
oa  vhioh  we  lay  was  siakhig;  we  joaqpod  ap^  aad 
that  both  aboTe  aad  below  our  eamp  ttte  saad  waa  aadea- 
mined  and  ftUing  in  Tory  Cut:  wehadsearselygot  hitotho 
boats  and  poshed  ofl;  whoa  the  bank  aader  whieh  thqr  ImA 
beea  lyiagf  Ml h^ and  woald eertaialy  Imve  sailithe4«a 
perlogaes  if  they  had  remained  there*  By  the  tiase  wm 
reached  the  opposite  shore  the  groaad  of  oar  eaeampaMat 
sank  also.  "We  formed  a  second  euop  fsr  the  rest  of  the 
aigbt,  and  at  dayUglit  proceeded  on  to  the  gorge  or  throat  of 
the  Great  Bend,  wliiom  we  brealcfasted.  A  man,  whom  we 
had  despatched  to  step  offthe  distance  aeross  the  bead,  i 
it  two  tboasand  yards:  the  circuit  is  thirty  miles. 
the  y^rh^e  course,  tlie  lead  of  the  bead  is  low,  wUh  oeeft> 
sieual  Muft;  that  on  the  opposite  dde,  high  prairie  ground^ 
and  long  ridges  of  dark  bluffs.  After  breaUiEist,  we  passai 
thr6ugfa  a  high  prairie  on  the  nqrth  side,  aad  a  rioh  oedar 
lowland  and  cedar  bluff  on  the  south,  tfll  we  reached  a  wit 
low  island  below  the  mouth  of  a  small  ereelu  This  eredi* 
called  Tyler's  river,  is  about  tbirty-Cre  yards  wide,  cbmai 
in  on  the  south,  and  is  at  the  diotance  of  liz  miles  firom  tha 
neck  of  the  Great  Bend.  Here  we  fbund  a  deer,  and  the 
skin  of  a  white  wolf,  left  us  by  our  hunters  ahead:  large 
quantities  of  diifbrent  kinds  of  plover  and  brants  are  ia 
this  neighbonrhood,  and  seen  collecting  and  moring  towards 
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the  Mtttii:  Ibe  uittA  wem  smdl,  aad  sot  ki  rath  pbaty  m 
we  Imd  fo«iid  them  belev  tUs  ^aoe.  If e  pMsed  terenl 
«Hiikurs»  wkkh  laidLe  tlie  river  Tery  thaltow  «id  abeat « 
arile  in  wkMi^  and  eimtMpedl  oa  Ike  MNidi,  At  the  dtttaaee 
«f  eletea  ud  afaalf  mifei.  Oa  eaeh  tfak  the  shore  is  lined 
tvlth  hard  reagh  guUeysleae^  rolled  froai  the  hills  aad 
amaii  broAs.  Hie  amst  eoaiaioa  timber  is  the  eedar» 
(haogh,  ia  the  prairles»  there  are  great  qaaatUies  of  the 
]^fely  pear.  *  From  tlSs  plaee  we  passed  sereral  saadbari^ 
whieh  make  the  rirer  shaUow^  and  aboat  a  arfle  ia  width. 
At  the  distanee  of  elefea  and  a  half  miles^  we  eneamped  on 
the  north  at  the  bwer  poiat  of  aa  aaeieat  island^  whieh 
has  siaee  beea  eoaaeoted  with*  the  main  land  by  the  fillip 
ap  of  the  northern  ehaanrl>  aad  is  now  eorered  with  eot- 
toawood.  We  here  «aw  sobi^  traeks  of  Indians^  bat  they 
^ipeared  three  or  fbar  weeks  old.    This  day  was  warm. 

September  %fL  A  thiek  fbg  detained  as  nntil  seyea. 
o^loeki  oar  eourse  was  throag^  inelined  prairies  on  eaeh 
stiaof  the  ri?er»  erowded  with  bnffaloe.  We  halted  at  a 
pefaf  OB  the  north  ride,  near  a  high  bluff  on  the  south,  and 
uA  a  merifian  aititnde,  whieh  gave  as  the  latitude  of  44* 
W  Mf^^  Oa  renewhig  our  eourse,  we  reaehed  first  a  smaU 
islaad  oa  the  soath,  at  the  distanoeof  four  aad  a  half  milesy 
faaaMMliatriy  abore  whieh  is  another  island  opposite  to  a 
creek  flfieeh  yards  wide,  lliis  ereek,  and  the  two  islaads, 
eae  of  whkh*  is  half  a  mile  long,  and  the  second  three  miles, 
are  ealled  the  Three  Sisters:  a  beautiful  plain  extending  oa 
bath  sides  of  the  river.  This  is  followed  by  an  island  on  the 
north,  oalled  Cedar  islap^  aboat  one  mile  and  a  half  in 
leagtkaaddie  same  distanee  ia  breadth,  and  deriving  its 
name  fipom  the  ^atity  of  the  timber.  On  the  south  side  of 
thb  isfamd,  is  a  ibrt  aad  a  large  tradmg  house,  built  by  a 
BfTe^Loisol,  who  wiatered  here  during  the  last  year,  ia  or- 
der to  trade  with  the  Siaax,  the  remaias  of  whose  eamps  are 
ia  great  numbem  about  this  plaee.  The  ostablishmeRt  ^s 
rixty  w  mfeBtj  feet  s^pmrot  built  with  red  cedar  and  pie* 
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ketted  in  mth  the  mw  BMleruilt.  The  hntorf  wh*  hud 
heeii«mt  ahMd  joiaed  us  here.  They  nentiea  Hwt  Ihe 
hills  are  washed  in  guUiet ^in  pasung  owr  whieh» 
neval  rabttaaeei  had  rotted  and  dettveyed  their  i 
they  had  killed  two  deer  and  a  beater.    At  eixteen  niilae 

[  distanee  we  eame  to  on  the  north  side  at  the  moath  of  a  ^ 
•mall  ereek.    The  large  stones  whieh  we  saw  yestwday  on 
the  shores  are  now  some  distanee  in  the  riveri  and  render 
the  navigation  dangerons.    The  nMtsqniloes  iure  still  nosM- 
rotts  in  the  low  gronads.  ^ 

Sunday,  September  M.  We  passed,  with  a  light  breene 
fipom  the  southeast,  a  small  idand  on  the  north,  ealled  Goat 
island;  above  whieh  is  a  small  ereek,  ealled  by  the  party 
Smoke  oreek,  as  we  observed  a  great  smoke  to  the  sonth- 
west  on  approaehing  it.  At  ton  miies  we  eame  to  the  low- 
er point  of  a  large  island*  having  passed  two  small  willow 

.  islands  with  sandbars  projeeting  tvom  them.  This  island, 
whieh  we  ealled  Elk  island,  is  ahont  two  and  a  hidf 
■dies  locg,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  situated 
near  the  sonth,  and  eovered  with  eottonwood,  the  red  enr- 
rant,  and  grapes.  The  river  is  hme  almost  straif^t  dr  a 
eonsiderable  distanee,  wide  and  shallow,  with  many  sand- 
bars. A  small  ereek  on  the  north,  about  sixteen  yards 
wide,  we  ealled  Reuben's  eredi;  as  Reuben  FieMf ,  one  of 
our  men,  was  the  first  of  the  party  who  reaehed  it.  At  a 
short  distanee  above  this  we  eneamped  for  the 'night,  having 
made  twen^r  miles.  The  eountry,  generally,  eonsists  ot 
low,  rieh,  timb^^  ground  on  the  north,  and  high  barren 
lands  on  the  south:  on  both  sUl^i^eat  numbers  of  buffk* 
loe  are  feeding.  In  the  evening  three  boys  of  the  Sioux 
nation  swam  across  the  river,  and  informed  us  that  two 
parties  of  Sioux  were  eneaipped  on  the  next  river,  one  eon- 
sisting  of  eighty,  and  the  seeond  <tf  sixly  lodges,  at  some 

^  distanee  above.  After  treating  them  fchidly  we  seat  them 
baek,  with  a  present  of  two  earrots  of  tobaeeo  to  4heir 
chiefs^  whom  we  invited  to  a  eonferenee  in  the  moming. 
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and  the  ^  flilr;  we  soM  |Mmed  ft  hudtome  frmirk  en  tlM 
Mrth  sMe,  eero^ed  vith  ripe  pluMi,  and  tke  nmrtli  of  a 
etedL  eB4lie  souths  cftUed  H%^hwst«r  ereek»  a  lUUe  abOTft 
ear  enearapaieBt.  At  aboat  fiTe  miles  we  reaehed  aa  idaod 
two  aada  half  DMlesia  leogtht  and  sitaated  aear  the  soath. 
Hers  we  were  j<riMd  bj  ene  ef  ew  haaterif  who  preemred 
fear  elk,  bat  whibt  he  wa^  ia  partait  of  the  gaoM  the  la- 
diaaa  had  stolea  hit  h<me.  We  loft  the  idaad,  aad  seoa 
orertook  five  Indians  on  the  shore:  we  anchored^  and  toU 
thenn  from  the  boat  we  were  friends  and  widied  to  eontinae 
so,  bat  were  not  afraid  of  any  Indiaasi  that  some  of  dieir 
yoang  BMn  had  stolen  the  hoarse  whieh  their  great  fatiier 
had  sent  for  their  great  ehaef,  aad  that  we  eoold  not  treat 
with  them  untU  he  was  restofed.  They  said  that  they 
knew  nothing  of  the  horse,  bat  if  he  had  been  tidira  he 
■  shonld  b^  giyea  op.  We  went  on,  and  at  eleten  and  a  half 
miles,  passed  an  islaad  on  the  north,  whieh  we  ealled  Good^ 
hamoured  islandj  it  is  aboat  one  and  a  half  miles  long,  and 
ahoondsinelk.  Atthirteeaandahalfmiles,weaiiehoredone 
hoadred  yards  off  the  month  of  a  river  on  the  sooth  sidd^ 
where  we  were  joined  by  both  the  periogoes  and  eneamp* 
ed^  two  thirds  t^  the  party  reauiined  on  boards  and  the  rest 
weat  as  a  g^ard  OB  shore  with  the  eooks  aad  oae  periogae;  we 
have  seen  along  the  sides  of  the  hills  on  the  north  a  great 
deal  of  stone;  besides  the  elk,  we  alsp  obserrod  a  harei  the 
fire  Indians  whom  we  had  seen  Mlowed  as,  aad  slept  with 
the  guard  on  shore.  Finding  one  of  them  was  a  oUef  wo 
naoked  with  him,  aad  i4^  him  a  present  of  tobaeeo.  TUs 
river  is  aboat  seventy  yards  wide,  and  has  a  eonsiteraNo 
earreat*  As  the  tribe  of  the  Sioox  whieh  inhabit  it  are  eal« 
led  Teton,  we  gave  it  the  name  tf  Teton  river. 

vol.  I.  M 
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CHAP.  IV. 

CmineU  hM  with  the  TetoM->Their  maiiBerty  daaeei»  Ice.— Chayotitie  Biver 

^-Coiuion  held  with  the  Bietrft  IndUtnt— Thefa*  manneri  ind  habitt— Strange 

'  fatfOuiee  or  iOmxt  Idtimy    hwmhw  \muut9   Oimwubtli  ritei^ArrlTil 

mutmg  Hit  M^alH»<«€htrMMr  ^  Hm  mi  iitMi<n  vmtmj^  Md  «f  ih» 

September  tl^  T^s  nu>niiog  wms  fine,  ud  Uie  wiB4 
epiitiniied  from  the  toatbemtt.  We  raised  a  flagstaff  aM 
an  awnings  under  ivhieh  we  assembled  at  twelve  o'elook^ 
with  all  the  partj  parading  under  arms.  The  ehiefs  and 
warriors  from  the  eamp  two  miles  up  the  riYer»  met  u^ 
about  fifty  or  siztj  in  number^  and  after  smoking  deliTered 
them  a  speeeh j  but  as  our  Sioux  interpreter*  Hr»  |>ttrion> 
had  been  left  with  the  Tahfctonsy  we  were  obliged  to  mMk$ 
nse  of  a  Frenehman  who  eould  not  speak  fluently^  and 
therefore  we  eurtailed  our  harangue*  After  this  we  weni 
through  the  eeremooy  of  aoknowledging  the  ehieCb  l^ 
ginng  to  the  grand  ehief  a  medal»  a  flag  of  the  Unitod 
Stales^  a  laeed  uniform  ooat*  a  peeked  hat  and  feather;  ta 
the  two  other  ehiefs  a  medal  and  some  small  presents;  aad 
to  two  warriors  of  eonsiderationeertifieates*  The  name  of  iha 
great  ehief  it  Untoagasabawi  or  Blaefc  Buffaloe;  the  second 
Tortohonga,  or  the  Partisan;  iJie  thud  TartongawidL»,  w 
Bofialoe  Medicine:  the  name  of  one  of  tho  warriom  wma 
Waw^inggo;  that  of  the  seoond  Blatoooquopaf  or  SeeoiiA 
Bear.  We  then  faiTited  the  ^0^  nn  boa^d,  and  showed 
them  the  boatf  the  aiiCM>  Md  such  ouriosities  as  ve 
thought  might  amuse  them:  in  this  we  sneeeeded  too  well; 
for  after  giving  them  a  quarter  of  a  glass  of  whisbey*  whioli 
they  seemed  to  like  very  mueh»  and  sucked  the  bottle^  it 
was  with  much  difBculty  that  we  eould  get  rid  of  them. 
They  at  last  accompanied  captain  Ckrke  on  shpre  in  a  pe- 
riogue  with  five  men;  but  it  seems  they  had  formed  a  design 
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ttstopiisjIbrMiMMrliftidMpirtykMMtitfHi  tikiMof 
Uie  Indians  seised  ikt  eabk  ef  tliu5  paritgw^  tad  om  of  tlie 
,  soldiert  ef  tlie  eUef  pat  lui  vwi  reud  Ike  mmt  the 
•eeeed  diief  whe  nfleeted  mtexieelien»  then  wMf  thnt  we 
should  net  ge  oo^  that  ibcf  bad  net  reeeiTod  preeents  enongh 
ffom  ns:  eaptaia  aarka  teM  ktm  that  he  waaU  net  be 
pmeated  tram  giteg  eni  that  we  wwe  net  efoaws^  but 
warriors;  that  we  wete  sent  bjr  ear  gneat  fathea,  whoeoald 
in  a  Konent  ttttenainate  thesit  the  ehief  repHedf  that  he 
toe  bad  warrior^  and  was  pmeeeding  to  offer  perteaal  tIo* 
leaee  to  eaptabi  Clarke,  who  immediately  drew  his  sword» 
and  made  a  signal  to  tbef  boat  to  prepare  for  aetioa.  llie 
bdians  who  snrreunded  him»  drew  their  aritews  from  their 
^rere  and  were  bending  their  bows,  when  the  swivel  in 
the  beat  was  instaatlj  pointed  towards  themt  and  twelve  of 
sar  most  determined  men  jumped  into  Ae  periogne  and 
jmned  eaptain  Clarke.  lUs  movement  made  an  impress 
sion  on  them^  for  the  grand  chief  orders  the  jronng  men 
away  fr6m  the  periogaOf  and  they  withdrew  and  held  a 
dunrt  eounoil  vrith  the  vrarriors»  Being  unwtt&ig  to  irri- 
tate them»  eaptain  Clarke  then  went  forward  and  offered 
Us  hiMid  to  the  first  and  seeond  chiefs,  who  Refused  to  tahe 
it.  He  then  turned  from  them  and  got  into  the  periogae# 
bat  had  not  gone  more  than  tea  paces  when  both  the  chiefs 
aad'two  of  the  wmrriors  waded  in  after  him,  and  he  brongbt 
them  on  board.  We  then  proceeded  on  fisr  a  mile  and  an- 
ekered  off  a  vnUow  island,  wfaieh  from  the  eiveumstancei 
wUeb  had  juet  oecnrred,  we  eaUed  Badhnmoared  island. 

Wednesday,  Septembie/  36.  Onr  eonduet  yeeterday 
seemed  to  haTC  inspired  the  Indians  with  fear  of  us,  and  ae 
we  were  desirons  of  enltivatfaig  ttieir  aeqmdntanee,  we 
complied  wi^  thdr  wish  that  sre  shoaU.gpe  them  an  op* 
pMnnity  of  treadng  ui  wieU,  and  dee  sd^ttlhfafa'  sqnawe 
aadehiUtea  to  see  as  and  our  heat,  whMi  weoM  be  per- 
ftsflyneir  io  them.  Aoemrdingly,  afte^  passing  at  one  and 
aiWtf  mik  %  small  willow  iikitd  apl  several  sandbars. 
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we  nne  to  ta  the  lootli  sMe»  wlMvea  crowd  of  mefty  wo- 
neii  and  eh8dro»wero  wattiiig  to  roeeire  us.  Cap^Ai 
Lewis  went  on  shore  aai  remolfied  several  hours,  and  ol^ 
serrif^  that  their  dIspositioB  was  friendly  we  resolved  to 
remain  daring  the  night  to  a  danee,  whieh  they  were  pro- 
paring  for  as.  Captains  Lewis  and  Clarke,  who  wont  on 
shore  one  after  th^  other,  were  met  on  laadfaig  by  ten  w^ 
dressed  yonng  men,  who  took  them  op  te  a  robe  highly  ie- 
eorated  and  earried  them  to  a  large  eonneil  hoose«  where 
fhicy  were  plaeed  on  a  dressed  buAloe  skin  by  tke  side  of 
the  grand  ehief.  The  hall  or  eonneil-room  was  in  the  shape 
of  three  quarters  of  a  eirele,  eorered  at  the  top  and  sides 
with  skins  well  dressed  and  sewed  together.  Under  tMs 
shdter  sat  about  seventy  men,  fbrming  a  eirele  round  die 
ehief,  before  whom  were  plaeed  a  Spanish  flag  and  the  one 
we  had  giten  them  yesterday.  This  left  a  vaeant  eirele  of 
about  six  feet  diameter,  in  whieh  the  pipe  of  peaee  was 
raised  on  two  forftd  sUoks,  about  six  or  eigiht  inches  frooi 
the  ground,  and  under  it  the  down  of  the  swan  was  scatter- 
ed: a  large  Are,  in  which  they  were  cooking  provistons, 
stood  near,  and  in  the  centre  about  fbur  hundred  pounds  of 
ezceUcnl  buflUoc  meat  as  a  present  fbr  us.  As  soon  as  we 
were  seated,  an  old  man  got  up,  and  after  approving  what 
we  had  done,  begged  us  to  take  pity  on  their  unfortunate 
sitaation.  To  thb  we  rc^Bed  with  assurances  of  protection. 
After  he  had  ceased,  the  great  chief  rose  and  delivered  an 
harangue  to  the  same  effect:  then  with  great  s<demnity  he 
took  s<Hne  of  the  most  delicate  parts  of  the  dog,  whidh 
was  coriced  Ibr  the  festival,  and  hdd  it  to  the  flag  by  way 
^  saeriflee:  this  done,  he  held  up  the  p^  of  poaoe,  and 
flrst  pointed  it  towards  the  heavens,  then  to  the  Ibur  quar- 
ters of  the  globe,  and  then  to  the  ewrik,  nade  a  short 
qpeech^  lighted  thoplfc,  and  preoented  it  tons*  Wesmokody 
and  he  agan  hara^ped  hb  people,  after  which  the  repast 
was  served  up  to  us.  It  consistod  of  the  dog  which  thsy 
had  Jni«  been  cooking,  this  being  a  great  dish  among  the 
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mmOf  md  vMd  m  all  feeHnOsf  to  tUt  ime  ftiM»  pmlti- 
fm*  a  ^Ksh  made  af  biiffUee  nMt»  dried  or  JQfked^  «ad  dieo 
fwiiMJiil  and  mixed  raw  ytitik  greaae  and  a  kind  of  groond 
potatoes  drewed  like  the  prepanrtion  ofladiaiieonieaUed 
hMAfj,  to  whieh  it  Is  litde,  iafbrior.  Of  all  these  luxuries 
^lAMi  irere  pbeed  beftoe  as  in  platters  with  hom  spoons, 
we  look  the  pemltigoa  aad  the  potatoe,  whieh  we  found 
ffoody  but  we  eould  as  yet  partake  bat  qpoiagly  of  the  dog. 
We  eat  and  smelced  for  an  honr,  when  it  beeame  dark: 
^very  thing  was  thM  eieared  away  for  the  danee^  a  large 
ire  bwig  made  in  Uie  eentre  of  the  house,  giting  at  wee 
light  and  warmdi  to  the  ballroom.  The  orchestra  was 
aomposed  of  about  ten  men,  h^ki  plaj^  on  a  sort  of  taoi^ 
benrin,  formed  of  ddn  stretehed  aeroas  a  hoepi  and  made  a 
jin^faig  neife  with  a  long  stiek  to  whieh  the  hmrfs  of  deer 
aad  goats  w^^e  h«ng;  the  third  instrument  was  a  saaall 
dun  bag  with  pebbles  in  it;  these,  witii  fire  or  six  yonng 
•en  fsr  the  yoeid  part,  made  up  the  band.  The  wommi 
then  eame  forward  highly  deeorated;  some  with  poles  in 
their  hands,  on  whieh  were  hq^^  the  sealps  of  their  em* 
mies;  others  with  gnas,  qpears  or  different  tw^hies,  taken 
an  war  by  their  husbuids»  bvoAers,  or  eonaexions.  Baring 
ananged  themselres^intwo  eidomns,  one  on  eaeh  side  ti  the 
1^  as  soon  as  the  mnsie  began  they  danced  towards  eadi 
odMT  tHl  they  met  in  the  eentre,  when  the  rattles  were 
shaken,  and  they  aH  shouted  and  returned  back  to  their 
flaees.  Hicj  hare  no  vtepf  bnt  shuffle  along  the  ground; 
ner  does  the  music  appear  to  be  any  thing  more  than  a  eon- 
fasion  of  nrises,  distingnhhed  only  by  hard  or  gentle 
blows  upon  the  boflUoe  skin:  the  song  i»  perfectly  extem- 
poraaeons.  In  the  pauses  of  the  dance,  any  man  of  the 
oiH^Hmy  comes  forward  and  recites,  in  a  sort  of  low  got- 
tacal  tonke,  some  littfe  story  or  incident,  whieh  is  either  bmut- 
tial  or  ludicrons;  or,  as  was  the  ease  this  ereningy  yoluptn- 
^vsandindeeent;  this  is  taken  up  by  the  orohestra  and  the 
who  repeat  it  in  a  hq^r  sthiiB  and  dance  fo  it. 
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and  wImii  it  eeaaesy  tbe  wmmb  cute  thdr  yoieM  mA 
siak«  a  iMsie  mmre  agreeable,  ihaA  is^leu  iutofevaUa  tlutt 
tiuitrf  tha  masieiaas.  Tha  daaeMof  Ike  BMat  wbiAaaa 
always  separate  from  those  of  the  woflieiif  are  eondaeteA 
Tery  aearly  in  the  sane  way,  epeept  tliat  the  biob  Janip^ap 
and  down  instead  of  shttfflii^  and  in  the  war  daaees  the  aa» 
eitatioaa  are  all  of  a  military  east.  Thehaamoay  of  Iheea- 
tertainmeat  had  nearly  been  disturbed  by^oae  of  the  masi- 
eiaas,  who  thinking  he  had  not  reoeived  a  dae  share  of  the 
lobaei^o  wa  had  distributed  darieiy  the  eveaisq^  pat  himself 
iato  a  passion,,  broke  one  of  the  drams^  threw  two  of  them 
into  the  fire,  and  left  the  band,  Thejr  were  taken  oat  of  the 
fires  a  bttffaloe  robe  held  ia  one  hand  aad  beatea  with  the 
other,  by  soYoral  of  the  eompaHy,  sappUed  ^e  plaee  of  the 
lost  dnwter  tambourin,  aad  no  aotiee  was  tekan  of  the  <^ 
fbasife  eonduet  of  the  man.  We  staid  till  twdve  o'ekek  al 
nil^  when  we  iaforaMd  the  ehiefs  that  they  nsmt  be  fa* 
tigued  with  all  these  attempts  lo  amuse  as»  aad  retired  ao'^ 
eoB^ianied  by  fbar  ehioAiy  two  of  whom  spent  the  aif^  wkli 
as  on  board. 

While  on  shore  we  saw  tweaty^ve  sfaaws»  and  about 
the  same  namber  of  ehildr^i,  who  had  beea  taken  prkoaera 
two  weeks  ago,  ia^  battle  wUh  their  eoantrymea  theMahaai 
la  thisei^^agemeat  the  Sioux  destroyed  toiy  lodges,  kfltaA 
se?enty*fiTe  men,  9i  whmh  we  saw  many  of  the  sealps,  and. 
took  these  prisoaers;  their  appearanee  is  wretehed  aad  da« 
jeeted;  the  women  too  seem  low  ia  stiUare,  ooarse  aad  ugly; 
thoai^  their  present  ctonditioa  may  diaiinifth  their  beauty. 
We  gave  them  a  vari^y  of  smaU  artieles,  sueh  as  awls  and 
needles,  aad  iatereeded  ibr  them  with  the  dkibfs,  to  whom 
we  reeommended  to  fbUow  the  adviee  of  their  great  fisthaa, 
to  restore  the  priisoaers  aad  life  ii  peaee  witili  the  Mdmi, 
whieh  they  promised  to-  do* 

The  tribe  whieh  we  this  digr  saw,  are  a  pwief  tkagraat 
Sioax  aationi  aadmro  known  VUmMiaeor^be  VMob  Okaa^ 
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iwwh>T  ib^  iM  lA^nt  two  Inurir^  him  te  m«ber»  Md 
iMr  dlief  iMidevee  faM  boOi  ridot  of  tke  ItiMO^ri,  We^ 
tlMi<}luijr«BM  ud  3^tM  vitwt*    Is  tbefr  pntwt  Umj  «n 
s-tiimr  ugljud  iU  mode,  tiiffir  log^1»d 
tlwk dMekbonet liigk,  and  tfceir  of09 pro^  Thefo- 

■Mlee,  with  the  sMBeeharMterof  turm,  wrt  iMro  hmdiami; 
and  both  looo  apfctr  dioerf ul  ood  fpriglitljr;  bat  ki  o«r  is- 
Ictoomw  wMi  thMi  we  diioiirovodtbol  they  weie  euoiag 
Mdvieioits. 

The  ttoii  thwre  the  hair  off  their  heads,  exeept  a  tmall 
Udl  INI  the  to|^  wUoh  Uiaj  taHkr  le  grew  and  wear  in 
phifi  ofer  the  ihottlden;  lo  thtt  Oejr  feem  imieh*attaehed» 
wm  the  loit  of  it  ie  the  «9wl  saerfAee  at  the  deathof  near  re- 
latieni.  In  lUHdress,  the  men  of  eontlderatidn  wear  a  hawh's 
tether,  or  ealomet  feathw  wiudced  with  porenpine  qoillt, 
aad  Ibrtenedto  the  top  of  the  head,  from  whieh  It  fUli  bade, 
ThefiMe  and  bodj  are  generally  painted  with  a  mixtnre  of 
gwaaii  and  eoal*  <Her  the  shonlders  is  a  loose  robe  or  ^lantle 

•fhdMea  shin  dressed  while,  adorned  with  porei^ine  fttffle 
loaoi]^  Jlxed  so  as  to  mahe  a  gingling  iMdse  when  in  motion, 
suid  planted  with  yarioas  nneonth  figures  vnintelligiUe  to 
«s»  hot  to  them  smbiomatie  of  military  expldts,  or  any  other 
fariasnt,*  thehair  of  fte  r<*e  is  worn  next  the  skin  u  fUr 
wenthoi,  bnt  when  it  nibis  Ae  hair  is  pnt  ontride,  and  tte 
nboia  either  durown  over  tlw  am,  or  wrapped  ronifd  the 
bod^,  all  of  wUeh  it  may  sever.  Under  this  in  the  winter 
aennon  dmy  wear  a  kind  of  shirt  resembling  oars,  and  made 
^ther  of  sUa  or  eloth,  and  eoToring  tim  arms  and  body. 
BoomI  the  middleis  fixed  a  girdle  of  eloth  or  proenred  dres- 
nedelk-skin,  abont  an  hmh  in  width  and  etosely  tied  to  the 
bo^,  to  this  is  attaehed  apieee  of  cloth  or  blaidcet  or  skbt 
abont  a  foot  wide,  whieh  passes  between  the  legs  and  is 
tanked  mider  the  gkrdlo  both  before  and  behind^  from  the 
Up  to  the  anele  be  is  eorered  by  leggings  of  dressed  aotdope 
flUns^  with  seams  ait  the  sides  two  inebes  in  widtb,  Md  or- 
aamanted  by  little  tnfts  of  hmr  the  prodiM^  of  the  soa!^ 
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theyliAve  uade  in  ittf,  iriiMi  are  seiEtCered  dvvB  tte  log; 
The  winter  moeeasiss  are  ef  dreseed  lHiffldoe'*ikiii,  die  htfr 
being  worn  inwards,  and  soakd  witii^tiifek  eik-ridn  pare|i- 
ment:  thiMe  for  t nninier  are  of  deM>  or  ettr-<kin/ 
without  the  hair,  and  with  soak  of  elk-Ain*  On  greats 
siottSy  or  wherever  Ifaey^ire  In  ftUl  droM,  the  jonng'  nen 
drag  after  them  the  entfare  Mn  of  a  poleeat  fised  to  the  hael 
of  the  mooeabin.  AMtfanr  ikia  of  the  auneairi«al  iaoMm* 
tndced  into  the  girdle  m  earried  in^M  hand,  and  seifBi  ns 
apoueh  for  their  tobaeeo,  or  what  the  Fr^Mh  traders  eall 
the  hois  roole:  this  is  the  tener  batk  of  a  spaeieo  of  rod  wfl- 
loWf  whidi  being  dried  in  the  snn  or  orer  the  firo#  is  nibbed 
between  the  hands  and  broken  into  small  pieeeOf  and  is  nsed 
aloae  or  mixed  with  tobaeco*  The  pipe  is  genoraUy  of  rod 
earthy  the  stem  made  of  asb^  abont  three  or  fbar  £set  las^ 
and  highly  dee<mtted  with  feathers^  hair  and  parrapwe 
qoilk. 

Hie  hair  of  the  women  is  snflered  to  grow  k»g»4Uid  is 
parted  from  the  fbr^ead  aeross  the  heady  at  the  bank  of 
whiiA  it  is  either  eolleete4  into  a  kind  of  bag^or  haags  down 
over  the  shoulders.  Their  mooeasins  are  like  tlrase  of  the 
men»  as  are  also  the  loggingSf  whieh  do  not  howerer  cennh 
beyond  the  kneOf  where  it  is  met  by  along  loose  shift  of  skin 
whioh  reaohes  nearly  to  theaneles:  this  is  fissioned  orer  the 
shoulders  by  a  strii^  and  has  no  sleofes,  but  a  fbw  pieeee  of 
the  skin  hang  a  shM^dtstanee  down  the  arm.  Sometimoia 
girdle  fisstens  this  skin  round  the  waist,  and  orer  all  is  thrown 
a  robe  like  that  worn  by  the  men.  They  seem  fimd  of  dress. 
Their  lodges  aroTory  neatly  eonsU*uetedf  in  the  same  fiucm  as 
those  of  the  Yanktonsi  they  eonsist  of  abont  one  hnndved 
eabins,  made  of  white  bnffidoe  hide  dressed,  withalaiyer 
one  in  the  eentre  for  bidding  eomMils  and  ^hmees*  l%ej 
are  built  round  wi^  poles  about  fifteen  or  twenty  fiset  hi|^ 
eoTored  with  white  skins;  these  lodges  maybe  taken  to 
pieees,  paeked  up,  and  earried  with  the  nation  wherof er 
tlwy  9^9  by  dogo  which  bear  great  burdens.    The  womon 
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•le  ekkfljr  ea^Uytd  hidfcmiog  b«flUM  ildM:  thijr  w§mk 
perfectly  well  disposed,  Imt  rnn  addieied  to  ttetUsg  any 
thiog  which  thej  cm  take  wilhoat  bdiig  ebeinred.  Thic 
Miiioii»  althcagb  it  makes  so  maayrairafes  ammgitsMigh- 
hmw^  !•  badly  si^plied  wilh  guns.  The  water  whieh  A^ 
cany  with  them  is  CMtaiaed  chiel^  In  the  panaches^ 
dtfer  and  ether  animals,  aad  they  make  ase  ef  weedea 
howls.  Some  had  tbdr  heads  si»Mdt  which  we  femUlwaa 
•a  spemes  of  movmhig  for  relations.  Another  asage^oo 
these  oeeasiaaSf,  is  to  nm  arrows  throagh  the  iedi  both 
abo?e  aad  below  the  elbow. 

While  on  shore  to<4ay  we  witnessed  a  qaarrel  between 
two  sqaaws,  whidi  a^eeired  to  be  growing  every  momeat 
more  boistorons,  when  a  man  came  forward,  at  whose  mp^ 
proaeh  erery  one  seemed  tenMed  and  ran^  He  took  the 
si|oaws,  and  without  any  ceremony  whipped  them  scTcrely; 
on  iiKiniring  into  the  nature  of  sneh  summary  Justice,  we 
learnt  that  tids  man  was  an  officer  well  known  to  this  and 
many  other  tribes.  His  duty  is  to  keep  the  peace,  aad  the 
wbde  interior  poUee  of  the  Tillage  is  conided  to  two  or 
three  of  these  officers,  who  are  named  by  the  chief  and  re- 
main in  power  some  days,  at  least  tfll  die  chief  appoiats 
a  successor;  th^  seem  to  be  a  sort  of  constable  or  seati- 
nel,  since  they  are  always  on  the  watch  to  keqi  tranquil- 
lity during  the  day,  and  guarding  the  camp  in  the  niglit. 
Hbe  short  duration  of  their  office  is  compensated  by  its 
anttority:  his  power  is  supreme,  and  in  the  ftupfwession  of 
any  riot  or  disturbance  no  resistance  to  him  is  saffi^red:  his 
iMson  is  sacred,  and  if  in  the  cxeeutimi  of  his  duty  he  strikes 
eTen  a  chief  of  the  second  class,  he  cannot  be  punidiod  for 
this  salutary  insolence.  In  general  they  accompany  the 
person  of  the  chief,  aad  wlien  ordered  to  any  duty,  how- 
afer  dangeroas,  it  is  a  pmnt  of  honour  rather  to  die  thaa 
to  refuse  obedience.  Thus^  when  they  attempted  to  stop  us 
yoiterdayy  the  chief  ordered  one  of  these  m«  to  take  pos* 
kof  the  boat;  he  immediately  put  his  arms  round  idie 
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mmn^mitlp  m  im  uaiiy  itaiid»  m  feroe  tM&fi  Hie  o»imiMUii  rf 
dMdiififwMMliftT«MiioedUaitordemi«UBhold.  lite 
theodMrnM  iMr  bodtas  mi^  iikelBMed,  bot  thekr  diftM- 
ftisUnf  mark  it  a  — Uoatiott  of  tiro  or  thiw  ntYea  skiv 
ft&ed  to  tliegMle  behJnd  die  biok  ie  tndi  a  waj,  that  tte 
teUtitiekeailioriMBtaUyCrMitliebe^.  OnUtlMadtoe 
ii  a  raTemikia«pUt  ato  two  partSf  aai  tied  to  as  to  let  tte 
hmk  pf^eet  from  the  fiMrtdbeod. 

TharMhj'f  SejpleBibMr  ST.  We  rote  earijr^and  tlw  two 
ehiefi  took  oft  ai  a  matter  of  eoaroe  aodaee^NNltagto  tkeir 
eof  lom^  the  blanket  on  wUeh  they  had  slept  To  this  we 
jMUedapeekofooraasapresent  toeaob.  CaptaiB  Lewis 
aad  the  ehiefs  weot  on  shore  to  see  a  part  of  the  natioa 
that  was  expeetod,  but  dkl  not  coose.  He  retanied  at  two 
o'eloekt  with  four  of  the  ehiefs  and  a  warrior  of  dktiao- 
tion»  oalled  Wadrapa^  (or  on  his  gnard)^  thcgr  exammod 
the  boat  and  admired  whatever  was  straagOt  dariag  half 
aa  hoar,  when  they  left  it  with  great  leloetaaee*  Captaia 
Clarke  aeeompanied  them  to  the  lodge  of  the  gnmi  ehioC 
who  invited  them  to  a  daaee,  where,  being  joined  by  eaptaia 
Lewis,  ibej  remained  till  a  late  hour.  The  daaee  was  veiy 
similar  to  that  of  yesterday*  Aboiit  twelve  we  left  them, 
taking  the  seeond  ehief  and  one  prineipal  warrior  on  hoard: 
as  we  eame  near  the  boat  the  man  who  steered  the  peno- 
gne,  by  mistake,  brought  her  broadside  against  the  boat's 
eaUe,  and  brol^  it.  We  ealled  np  aU  hands  to  their  oart; 
but  onr  notsetdanned  the  two  Indians:  they  ealled  oat  to 
thew  oompanibas,  aad  immediatetythe  whole  eamp  erowded 
to  the  shore;  but  after  half  an  hoor  they  retnrned,  leaving 
aboot  sixty  men  near  us.  The  alarm  given  by  the  eluefii 
was  said  to  be  that  the  Mahas  had  atta«died  us,  and  that 
they  were  desirous  of  assisting  as  to  repel  it;  bot^we  sw* 
pceted  tbat  they  were  afraid  we  meant  to  set  sail,  and  ia- 
tended  to  fu^vent  us  foom  doing  so;  for  in  tho  night  the 
Midia  prisoners  had  told  erne  of  oar  mm,  who  understood  - 
tiM^  hmgMgef  that  we  wore  to  be  stopped.    Wo  thersisre. 
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irith<^tit  giving  my  indiefttkm  tf  aw  wmifkibn,  fr^fU$A 
•Terjr  thiAg  &r  an  attaisky  as  the  toti  of  ottr  «Bohor  obligad 
to  eome  to  near  a  ftUing  baakf  Tory  oafliTourable  for  do- 
Ibioe*  We  were  not  mistaken  in  these  ^fauons;  for  when  in 
the  momittgy 

Friday*  Septembor  %Sf  after  draggiog  anaaeoattf^llj 
Cnt  the  anehoTy  we  wished  to  set  sail,  it  was  with  great  dM^ 
feolty  that  wc  eoiild  m^e  tho  olil^f s  leave  the  heat.    M 
length  we  got  rid  of  all  ei^o^pt  the  great  ohiof;  when  jnft 
9»  we  were  setting  o«tf  severM  of  the  ehief 's  foW^rs  sa)t  on 
the  rope  whieh  held  the  boot  to  the  shore,  IrritoAod  at  this 
w«  got  every  thii^  reaifly  to  <lrc$  on  ihom  if  they  perftetodf 
hnt  the  great  <^iief  said  that  these  were  his  soMiors  and 
only  wanted  some  tobaeeo.    We  had  afar^y  refipsod  a  flog 
and  smne  tobaeeo  to  the  second  eWeff  who  had  demanded  ft 
4vith  great  inporUmi^y;  hot  willing  to  lei^ve  them  wiUuM^t 
going  to  extremities^  we  threw  t4m  a  ^%rrot  of  tobaeo9» 
ony^  to  himt    *<  Ton  have  told  09  that  yon  wei«  a  ffiwai 
wimuf  and  have  infloeneei  now  slu^w  ypar  inflnfmoe,  by  ta^ 
kh^  the  rope  ftrom  those  men,  and  we  will  then  go  withont 
any  further  trouble/'    This  appeal  to  his  pride  had  the  do- 
wred  effeet;  he  went  w%  ^  the  boat^  gure  thf  soldiors  the 
tobaeeOf  and  polling  the  rope  out  of  their  haods  deUvered 
it  on  board,  and  we  then  f et  sai)  imder  a  breeae  from  the 
8.  £•     After  sailing  about  two  miles  we  observed  thip 
third  ehief  beefconing  to  us:  we  took  him  qn  board,  and  he 
inEsrmed  us  that  the  rope  had  been  held  by  the  prder  of  the 
Mseond  ehief,  who  was  a  doiihle-laeed  man,   A  little  farther 
on  we  were  joined  1^  the  son  of  the  ehief^  who  eame  on 
board  to  see  his  fhtber-    On  his  return  we  sent  a  speeeb  to 
the  nation,  explaining  what  we  had  done,  and  advising  them 
to  poftee;  but  if  they  persisted  in  Uieir  attempt^  to  stop  ns,  we 
mere  wMliog  and  able  to  defend  i^urselTes.    After  poking 
nix  mile^,  during  whieh  we  passed  a  wi]Uow  island  on  th^ 
iWUh  Mid  nw  flwdNMT,  we  eoofwped  on  iiii9(ber 
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tit  of  the  rirer.     The  eouniry  on  the  south  side  was  a  low 
prairie,  that  on  the  north  highland. 

September  29.  We  set  out  early,  bat  were  again  impeded 

by  sandbars,  whleh  made  the  river  shallow^  the  weather 

was  howerer  ft^ir;  the  I^nd  on  the  north  side  low  and  eorer- 

ed  with  timber  oontrasted  with  the  bloflfb  to  the  south.    At 

ttine  o'elook  we  saw  the  seeond  eiiief  and  two  women  and 

Aree  men  on  shore,  who  wished  ns  to  take  two  women  o& 

ftred  1^  the  seeond  ehief  to  make  friends,  whieh  was  refn-* 

•ed;  he  then  requested  us  to  take  them  to  the  other  band  of 

Hieir  nation,  who  were  on  the  rirer  not  fkr  from  us:  this 

we  deelined;  but  hi  spite  of  our  wishes  thej  followed  i» 

along  shore*    The  ehief  asked  us  to  give  them  some  tobae- 

eof  this  we  did,  and  gave  more  as  a  present  for  that  part  of 

the  nation  whieh  we  did  not  see.    At  seTeh  and  a  half  milea 

we  eame  to  a  small  ereek  on  the  southern  side,  where  we 

•aw  great  numbers  of  elk,  and  whieh  we  ealled  Notiodber 

ereek  Arom  it;p  bare  ^ppearanee.    Above  the  mouth  of  this 

otreain,  a  Bieara  band  of  Pawnees  had  a  village  five  years 

ago:  but  there  are  no  remains  of  it  exeept  the  mound  whieh 

eneirded  die  town.    Here  the  seeond  ehief  went  on  shore. 

We  then  proeeeded,  and  at  the  distance  of  eleven  miles  ea- 

eamped  on  the  lower  part  of  a  willow  island,  m  the  middle  of 

the  river,  being  obliged  to  substitute  large  stones  in  the 

plaee  of  die  anchor  which  we  lost. 

September  dO.  The  wind  was  this  morning  very  high 
firom  the  southeast,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  proceed  un* 
der  a  double-reefed  mainsail,  through  the  rain.  The  coun- 
try  presented  a  large  low  prairie  covered  with  timber  on  . 
the  north  side;  on  the  south,  we  first  had  high  barren  hills, 
but  after  some  miles  it  became  of  the  same  character  as  that 
on  the  opposite  side.  We  had  not  gone  fkr  when  an  Indian 
ran  after  us,  and  begged  to  be  carried  on  board  as  far  as  the 
Biearas,  whieh  we  refused:  soon  after,  we  discovered  on 
the  Ulls  at  a  distance,  a  great  number  of  Indians,  who  came 
tovrards  tiit  river  and  enoamped  ahead  of  ns.    We  stopped 
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at  a  sandbar^  at  about  deVea  mikf ,  aad  afttr  breakflwttig 
proceeded  on  a  short  distaaee  to  their  eamp,  Whieh  eontfisted 
of  about  four  hundred  touli •    We  anehored  one  buaired 
yards  from  the  shore,  and  diseoTerinn;  that  they  ivere  Te- 
tms  belon^ng  to  the  band  whieh  we  had  Just  left:  we  toM 
them  that  we  took  them  bjthe  hand,  and  would  nsakeeaA 
chief  a  present  of  tobacco  j  that  we  had  been  badly  treated 
bjr  some  of  their  band^  and  that  haTfog  waited  fbr  them  twa 
days  beh>W9  we  could  not  stop  here,  but  referred  them  te 
Mr.  Dnrion  for  our  tallL  and  an  explanatibn  of  our  views: 
they  then  apologized  for  what  had  past,  assured  us  that 
they  were  fHendly,  and  very  desirous  that  we  should  land 
aad  eat  with  them:  this  we  refused,  but  sent  the  periogue 
M  shore  with  the  tobacco,  whieh  was  delivered  to  oae  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  chief,  whom  we  had  on  board.    Several  of 
them  now  ran  along  the  shore  after  us,  but  the  chief  threw 
them  a  twist  of  tobacco,  and  told  them  to^go  back  aad  opea 
€ieir  ears  to  our  counsels;  on  whieh  they  immediately  re* 
turned  to  their  lodges.    We  then  proceeded  past  a  continua- 
tion of  the  low  prairie  on  the  north,  where  we  had  large 
quantities  of  grapes,  and  on  the  south  saw  a  small  creek  and 
an  island.    Six  iniles  above  this,  two  Indians  came  to  the 
bank,' looked  at  us  about  half  an  hour,  and  then  went  with- 
out  speaking  over  the  hills  to  the  south w/st.    After  some 
time,  the  wind  rose  still  higher,  and  the  boat  struck  a  log, 
turned,  and  was  very  near  tidung  in  water.    The  chief  be- 
came so  much  terrified  at  the  danger,  that  he  hid  himself 
in  the  boat,  and  as  soon  as  we  landed  got  Ms  gun  and  toM 
us  that  he  wanted  to  return,  that  we  would  now  see  no  more 
Tetoas,  and  that  we  might  proceed  unmolested:  we  repeal- 
ed  the  advice  we  had  already  given,  presented  him  witik  a 
blanket,  a  knife,  some  tobacco,  and  after  smokii^;  with'him 
he  set  out.    We  then  continued  to  a  sandbar  on  the  north 
side,  where  we  encamped,  having  come  twenty  and  a  half . 
mSes.    In  the  course  of  the  day  we  saw  a  anmbor  of  saad- 
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w«  tbterfed  hm  tbe  wiule  gnUt  thM  in  great  »biiidiuici9. 

Oetober  iUt  IM^  The  veatlitr  was  very  eold  and  Ite 
wild  high  from  the  foni,hff>a»t  during  the  night,  and  coo- 
tiwied  BO  thU  moraiag-  At  three  miles  distaaeet  we  hai 
pasted  a  large  island  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  opposite  to 
the  lower  end  of  whieh  the  Bioararoaee  had  a  villageontho 
oaathside  of  the  river:  there  are»  however,  no  Hsmnaats  of 
U  aow»  except  a  eironlar  wall  three  or  four  foet  in  height 
which  eacompasaod  the  town.  Two  miles  beyond  this  ishyid 
is  a  rhrer.eoming  in  from  the  southwest,  about  four  hna- 
4red  yards  wide;  the  onrrent  gentle,  and  diseharging  not 
mooh  water,  and  very  little  sand:  it  takes  its  rise  in  the 
ioooad  range  of  the  Cote  Noire  or  Blaek  mountains,  and  its 
fttieraloottrse'is  oeavly  oast:  this  river  has  been  occasionally 
oattod  Dog  river,  under  a  mistaken  opinion  that  its  Fren^ 
same  was  Chienftbut  its  ttwe  appellation  is  Chayenne,  and 
It  derives  this  title  from  the  Chayeane  Indians:  their  h|§- 
tovy  is  the  short  and  melancholy  relation  of  the  calamities 
•f  almost  air  the  Indians.  They  were  a  numerous  peo^ 
•ad  Hve4  on  the  Chayenne,  a  branch  of  the  Bed  fiver  of 
Ikke  Winnipeg.  The  invasion  of  the  Sioux  drove  them 
weotwardi  in  thoir  profess  they  halted  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  Missouri  below  the  Warreconne^  where  their 
analont  fhrtifioations  still  exist;  but  the  same  impulse  again 
drofvo  them  to  the  beads  of  the  Chayenne,  where  they  now 
Mve,  and  occasionally  visit  the  Riearas.  They  are  now 
nduood,  but  still  number  three  hundred  men. 

Although  the  river  did  not  seem  to  throw  out  mooh 
sandf  yet  near  and  above  its  mouth  we  find  a  great  mnj^ 
sandhan  diAonlt  to  pass.  On  both  sides  of  the  Mis*. 
•ovAf  near  the  Chayenne^  are  rich  thinly  timbered  low- 
lands, hohind  whieh  are  hare  hills.  As  we  proceeded 
WfO  found  that  the  sandbars  made  the  rirer  so  shallowy  and 
the  wind  wan  so  hif^  Uitt  we  could  scarcely  find  the  ohnU" 
nel^  and  at  one  place  were  foreed  to  drag  the  boat  ov«r  a 
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At  seTM  m4  ft  kfltf  nHes  we  oMBe  to  at  m  pokit,  ud  m* 
fliftiMd  time  heitrvdttriag  wMdi  liine  ^  wM  fbcled: 
ire  tken  pasted  withia  fow  ttUet  two  cnAt  oa  tke  teathy 
eae  of  wMeh  we  ealled  Centtael  ereek,  and  Ike  odnr 
Lookeut  ereek.  TUs  part  of  the  rifer  has  bat  little  iim^ 
ber;  the  hUls  are  aot  w  Ugh  as  woImto  hkberto  teen, 
ittd  the  MHBher  of  sonri^MTB  eateads  'the  rifor  to  ttOM  thaft 
nmih^  im  hreadth.  Wo  eontinaed  aboat  fbar  aad  a  half 
noes  Ikrther,  to  a  taadbar  ia  the  middle  ^  the  riroKv 
where  we  spent  the  nighty  oar  pregress  beidg  sisteea  arilotw 
On  the  ^i^poske  shore,  we  saw  a  hoose  aaioag  ^M  wiBowa 
and  a  boy,  to  whom  we  ealled^  aad  brought  him  on  hoatfd. 
Be  proved  to  be  a70«agF;r)SDehAa&ialhee«pio7oraMr. 
Talle  a  trader,  wha  is  now  hen  ptfiM^a^  his  eoauaetoo 
wtth  the  Siou. 

Tnesday,  Oetober  t.  There  had  been  a  TMiat  wnd 
firom  the,  8.  £•  during  the  ni^lKt,  whieh  hanag  moderstad 
we  set  sail  with  Mr.  YaUe,  who  visited  lis  this  moraiag  aad 
aeeompanied  as  for  two  miles..  He  is  one  of  llheo  Freaek 
traders  who  hare  halted  here,  expeeting  the  ^oax  who  ace 
oomittg  down  from  the  Ricaras,  where  they  bow  aaro,  fsr  the 
pwposes  of  troffie.  Mr.  Yalle  tetts  as  that  ho  passed  the 
last  winter  three  hundred  leagoes  ap  the  CJwyome  mder 
the  Blaek  mountains.  That  tiye^  he  r cf Bononts  as  ^ecy  ra- 
pid,  liaUe  to  sadden  swells,  the  b^.  and  shores  fbnnod  of 
eoarse  grayel,  and  difleolt  of  aseeat  even  for  saaooa.  Om  ' 
hnndred  leagaes  from  its  month  K  dindes  into  two  braneh* 
es,  one  eoming  fk^m  the  south,  the  other  at  iiwty  kagaas 
from  the  jnnotion  enters  the  Bfeck  moostains.  ^rhe  i 
.  wUeh  it  waters  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Jttaek  ] 
resemUes  the  eonntiy  on  the  Missonri,  exeept  that  the  for« 
mer  has  even  less  timber,  and  of  that  the  f^reailor  propor- 
tion is  eedar.  The  Ohayennes  reside  ehieiy  on  Hie  heads 
of  the  river,  and  steal  horses  from  the  Spaaisli  oettkmsmt, 
a^phmiermg  oxenrmn  which  they  perfima  in  ft  «MrtVh 
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lilM.  TlieBlMfci»iNi«<iaMkeQiMr?ef  aMtovjIri^  m- 
Tertd  wiUi  fpnmi  fnwtttfiri  of  piMf  aad  in  u^mt  puts  the 
iMV  reauoM  ihuring  the  fommer.  There  are  also  s^eeC 
fttutkies  of  goati»  white  bew^  prairie  eoeksy  and  a  speeiee 
of  aaiinal  wUeh  fron  hi»  deser^tioa  nutt  reiemUe  a  small 
dk#  with  larfe  eiraular  hems* 

At  two  aad  a  half  milei  we  bad  passed  a  )riUow  islaad 
mm  dM  sottthf  on  the  north  side  of  the  riTer  were  dark  Uafi* 
and  on  tfaesoathlow  rioh  prairies.  We  took  a  meridii^  aki* 
tflde  on  oar  arrival  at  the  npper  end  of  the  isthmus  of  the 
beedf  whieh  we  ealled  theLookont  bend»  and  found  thelati- 
tade  to  be  M''  id'  d6\  This  bend  is  nearly  twenty  miles 
rounds  and  not  more  ttian  two  miles  aeross. 

In  the  afternoon  we  heard  a  shot  fired^  and  not  lonf  af- 
ter obpenred  some- Indians  oaa  hill:  on^  of  them  eame  to  the 
shore  and  wished  as  to  landu  aa  there  were  twenty  lodges 
of  Yanktoas  or  BoislHnile  therei  we  declined  doupg  so,  tel- 
Uag  him  that  we  had  already  seen  hb  chiefs,  and  that  they 
might  learafiMim  Mr.  Darion  the  nature  of  the  talk  we  had 
deliT.effed  tsAhem.    At  mne  miles  we  eame  to  the  lower 
point  of  a  long  island  on  the  north,  the  banks  of  the  south 
side  of  the.rifer  being  hif^,  those  of  the  north  forming  a  low 
rieh  prairie.  We  coasted  along  this  island,  which  we  called 
pmUtoi  island,  and  after  passing  a  small  creek  on  the  south 
encamped  on  a^  sandbar  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  having 
made  twdve  miles.    The  wind  changed  to  the  northwest^ 
and  became  very  high  and  cold.    The  ^  current  of  the  river 
is  less  rapid,  ai^  the  irater  though  of  the  same  colour  con- 
tains less  sediment  than  below  the  Chayenne,  but  its  width 
eontiaaes  the  same.  We  were  not  able  to  hunt  to-day^  for  as 
there  are  so  many  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood,  we  were 
in  constant  expectation  of  being  attacked,  and  were  there- 
fore ffureed  to  keep  the  party  together  and  be  on  our  guard. 
Wednesday,  October  d.   The  wind  continued  so  high 
from  the  northwest,  that  we  could  not  set  out  till  after 
smn;  we  then  proceeded  till  twelve  o'clock,  and  landed  on  ,« 
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uter  towards  llb«  loutii,  whtreimetMikirtHicffligimij 
and  the  fiirecastie  of  the  boat^  aMi  fl^mdlhal  the  aiiea  faai 
evt  tereral  bags  of  eoniy  aai  spiled  mom  of  oar  dolfeeo: 
about  oao  o'elook  aa  fadiaa  oaaM  noniiay  to  tlofhoroivWi 
« tinkej  on  his  baek:  «^wralotbefroooojoliie#htef  batwa 
had  no  intereoarse  with  then.  We  thon  went  on  Ibr  thiwa 
aiiHof,  bat  the  aieoat  toenbeeaiaeoo  obotmelodby  laailbau 
$mA  shoal  water,  that  after  attemptiag  In  yaia  sororal  tlias^ 
■elt,  wedeieraJaedto  rest  for  the  night  aador  some  l^b 
Naffs  on  the  south,  and  send  ont  to  enmslne  the  best  than* 
mL  We  had  made  eight  miles  along  high  blafrs  on  eaali 
side.  The  birds  we  saw  were  the  white  gitlls  and  the  hraat 
whieh  were  4jing  to  the  southward  in  laige  flocks* 

lliarsday,  4tb.  On  examination  we  foandtbdt  there  was 
BO  ontlet  praetteable  fbr  ns  in  this  ehaanely  and  tiMt  wo 
Bttst  retread  oar  steps*  We  therefore  retvrned  tln<oo 
ttiles^  and  atCeaipted  another  efaannel  in  wlrieh  we  wera 
» iMrtanate.  The  Indians  were  ia  small  nniabers  on  Uw 
and  seemed  wilUag  hadthey  been  more  nnmeroas  to 
as.    They  eaOed  to  desire  tiiat  we  woaM  land,  and 

i  of  them  gate  three  yells  and  fired  a  baU  ahead  of  the 
boat:  we  howenr  took  no  notieo  of  it,  but  landed  on  tfao 
Jioath  to  breakfast.  Oae  of  these  Indians  swam  w^ross  aad 
be^^  fbr  some  powder,  we  gave  him  a  piece  of  fobaeeo 
o^.  At  eiglit  and  a  half  ndles  we  had  passed  an  island  in 
the  middk  of  the  rlrer,  whieh  wo  ^dled  Ooodhope  island. 
At  oneand  almlf  ariie  we  reaehed  a  eroek  <m  the  oonth  sldo 
aboat  twelve  yards  wide,  to  which  vre  gave  the  name  of  Teal 
oileek.  A  little  above  this  is  an  island  on  the  north  side  4f 
tlio  earrent,  aboat  one  and  a  iialf  mile  in  length  aad  dtroo 
qoarters  of  «  mHo  in  breadth.  In  tike  centre  of  this  island 
loan  oldvill^e  of  the  Bicaras,  called  Lahooesct;  it  was  sms 
ronnded  hj  a  cltealar  wall,  eontidning  sevwtoen  lodges^ 
Tbe  Biearas  «^  known  to  have  lived  therein  Iftr,  and  the 
viBage  seems  to  hare  been  deserted  aboat  five  years  slaoet 
it  does  n^  eontein  nnieh  timber.    Wo  enenmpodon^arsaaA^ 
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.  Fridaj»  October  5.  The  weather  wms  rery  eold:  yevter- 
4ey  eTmlMg;rad  tUt  OMnl^p  there  wmt  a  white  frost.  We 
g^Ud  elosgtheUi^lMidt  en  theaertb  sMe, pesrisgm  bhmU 
oreefc  en  the  tetttht,  between  three  sad  ftnr  milet.  At 
•even  e'deek  we  henrd  leBM  y^eUe  and  mw  three  Indinae  of 
the  Teton  bendy  who  Mhed  ns  to  eome  on  shorennd  begged 
fin*  tooie  tobneeo»  to  all  which  we  gafo  the  laMe  answer  ae 
hitherto.  At  eight  miles  we  reached  a  small  creek  on  the 
north.  At  fourteen  we  passed  an  island  on  tiw  south,  coTcr- 
ed  with  wMd  rycy  and  at  the  head  a  largeoreck  comes  in  from 
the  south,  which  wc  named  Wlntebrant  creclc/from  seeing 
several  whUe  bnmts  among  flocks  of  darknBoIoured  onesi  At 
the  distance  of  twenty  miles  wc  came  to  on*  a  sandbar  to- 
wards the.  north  side  of  the  rker,  with  a  willow  isfamd  cf- 
poskc^  die  hflls  or  UidTs  eome  to  tiK  braks  of  tlie  river  on 
both  sides,  but  are  not  so  high  as  they  arc  bdow:  the 
river  itself  however  condnocs  of  the  same  width,  and  the 
sandbers  are  quitctas  numerous.  The  sofl  of  the  banks  is 
^ark  cdoored,  and  many  of  the  blttfls  have  the  appearanoa 
of  being  on  ftte.  Our  game  this  day  was.adecr,  a  pmiiie 
wolf,  and  some  goats  ottt  of  a  flock  that  was  swimming  across 
the  river. 

.  Satarday,  October  0.  11m  morning  was  still  eiM,  the 
wtedbinng  fkomthe  north.  At  eight  nttles  we  came  toa 
wlliow  island  on  the  norths  opposite  a  pofart  of  timber^  whefo 
there  are  many  Jarge  rtones  near  the  uiMdliiof  the  rivert 
which  seem  to  have  been  vmshed  Item  the  hills  and  high 
plams  00  hoditidosrordriven  f  romadislottcc  down  the  strcans; . 
At  twdfie  miles  we  halted  for  Mmer  at  a  viHage  wlacfa  wo 
siqiposo  to  have  bolanged  to  the  Biearas:  it  is  situated  hi^  a 
low  j^MftoOithe  rifcrv  and  consists  of  about  eighty  lo^^es, 
of  4UI  ooiagon  film,  neatly  covered  with  mrth,  placed  aselose 
toAoeh  other  as  possihle,  and  picketed  round.  The  Ainca- 
nossi  >«0tsi  buehets,  and  articles  of  famituro  fbund  in  the 
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We  found  three  diffDreat  sart«  tf  iqvMiiBes  grewn^  in  ^M 
▼iHAge^  we  also  killed  ma  e&  mwr  it»  mA  law  twe  welves. 
On  lenviiig  the  Tilfaige  the  Aret  heeane  thnUaw^  end  after 
eftehlng  a  long  time  fbr  the  main  v^hamel,  whi^ti  was  eo»- 
eenied  amoi^  sanAnrSf  we  at  last  dragged  the  boat  ever  one 
tf  them  rather  than  go  baek  three  ndlet  for  the  deepest  ehan* 
nri.  At  fourteen  usd  a  half  miles  we  stepped  for  the  night 
en  a  sandbar^  eppotite  a  creek  en  the  north,  eidled  Otter 
tfeeky  twentj-lwo  yards  in  width,  and  eontaining  more  wa- 
ter than  is  eommon  for  ereefcs  of  that  sise.  The  sides  of  the 
riTer  during  the  di^  are  variegated  with  high  UaflTs  andlow 
timbered  gronnds  on  the  baid^s:  the  river  is  very  much  ob- 
strueted  by  sandbars*  We  saw  geese,  swan,  brants  and  dueks 
of  different  kinds  on  the  sandbars,  and  on  shore  numimrs  of 
the  prairie  hen;  the  m^n^  too  is  very  eommon,  but  tbe  gulls 
and  p{oveis  whiA  we  saw  in  sneh  munbers  iMtew,  are  now 
-quite  rare. 

Sanday^  Oetoher  7.  Tlw*e  was  frost  agahi  last  evening, 
«Athit  moming  was  doudy  and  attoaded  with  rahi.  Xt 
ln»«dles  we  egme  to  the  mondi  of  a  ritar;  ealied  by  the 
Hisaras,  SMrawkawna,  or  Pork  river;  the  party  who  exa- 
mined it  foriiboat  three  milas  up,  sny  that  its  enrrent  is  gen- 
tle,and  that  it  does  not  seem  toi  throw  oot  mueh  sand.  Its 
s^nrees  are  in  the  ftrst  range  of  the  Blaek  mountains,  and 
IhoQi^  ilhao  now  only  water  of  twentyyatdswidtb,  yet  when 
foil  h  oeei^ses  ninety.  Just  belojr  the^  month  k  another 
tiOage  or  wintering  emp.of  the  Biearas,  eomposed  of 
about  sixty  lodges,  bnflt  in  the  samc^form  as  those  passed 
yesterday,  with  willow  and  straw  mats,  bask^^s  and  buflkloe- 
sUn  eaooes  remaining  entire  in  the  eamp.  We  proeeeded 
snderagontle  breeaefrom  the  soaAmst:  at  ten  o^elodc 
vayiw  two  btdians  on  the  north  side,  who  told  us  they  were 
%part  of  the  lodge  of  Tartongawaka,  or  JtaflUoe  Mediesne, 
die  Teton  ehief  whom  we  had  sem  en  the  twen(y-finth,ihat 
they  wem  on  010  way  to  the  Bjyeatas,  and  begged  us  far  some*- 
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ttrlaf  to  eat,  wWeh  w««f  eovrw  fgK¥9  ikwm.  At  wtrtn  Md  k 
hM  mflet  ItrnwUkm  klMd  m  tlM  iQirdi/aaA  a— tkcr  on 
the  miM  tldeiiro  yilotojwiiit,  n  Urn  aiHyk  of  tlM  rhnr 
between  UgblM^  m  Mk  sifct.  At  eigfateen  mat  m  hM 
milet  h  aniriud  ealled  Orwee  klaad,  m  whieli  we  the  walk 
of  an  rid  Tittfige:  the  Maud  bat  no  tnaber,  bat  k  eoiawid 
with  graM  and  wild  rye,  and  owes  its  aaieto  tlMaaoiber  of 
grease  that  fireqaeat  it.  We  then  weat  oa  tMI  oar  Joaraajr 
ftr  the  daj  was  twenty-two  nHes:  the  eoaatrj  yesealei  Ae 
same  appearaaee  as  asaal.  la  the  few  tiadieredgr^ad  Bear 
the  month  of  the  Sawawkawaa,  we  saw  the  traeiu  of  laif^e 
white  bear/  and  on  Grease  isiattd  kffled  a  female  blalreaay 
and  a  deer  of  the  Uaeic-tailed  speeies,  tlie  largest  we  have 
erer  seen* 

Monday^  Oetober  S.  "We  proceeded  early  with  a  eool 
northwest  wind^  and  at  two  and  a  half  miles  abote  Groase 
island^  reaehed  the  month  of  a  ereek  on  the  soath^  then  a 
small  willow  island,  whieh  ditides  the  eurrent  efaaHy;  aai 
at  four  and  a  half  miles  eame  toariTeronthesoatfcemside 
where  we  halted.  This  riTer,  whkh  oarmeridian  aMitnde 
Axes  at  45*  ao"  B''  north  latitnde,  is  ealled  by  the  Riearao 
Wetawhoo;  it  rises  in  the  Blaek  moontainsy  and  its  bed  wUek 
Howsattke  aMHtthoTor  alow  soft  slate  stone,  is  one  famidrod 
and  twenty  yards  wide,  bat  the  water  k  now  eonlned  wkkia 
twenty  ysdrds,  and  k  not  very  nqiid,  tf  sehai^^  mad  wMi  a 
small  proportion  of  sand:  here  as  in  erery  brad  of  the  rlver» 
we  agaia  obsenre  the  red  berries  resembling  enrrantSf 
wkkk  we  mentioned  before.  Two  miles  idM>ire  tbe  Wetawhoo^ 
and  on  tke  same  side,  k  a  smaD  riyer  ealled  Maropa  by  tka 
Indians;  it  k  twesQr  yards  in  widUh  bat  so  dmamed  ap  hj 
mad  that  the  stream  ereepa  throa{^  a  ehaand  of  not  i 
ihaa  an  iaeh  tai  diameter,  aad  tfsehargos  n^  sand, 
mile  ftirther  we  reaehed  an  isiaad  elose  to  tihe 
diore,  from  whiiA  it  k  separated  l^a  deepehaaaelof  platy 
yards.  Aboat  half  >ray  airamber  of  BkaAIadhma  eame 
oattosooas.    Wa  stepped  aad  took  a  n^ooluimi  en  biNwd^ 
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wka  «#eam9«^«d  •»  pait  t^  itlaad  U  «r  Ma|^  on  tfc» 
MTtfi  tide  of  tlie  rirer^  wUeh  is  aithe  distaBce  of  twelve 
mUes  from  Uiot  of  yetierdftj*  Cf^ptnio  Ijowu  th^o  reimmod 
with  foRT  of  tlie  party  to  lee  tha  villago;  it  is  ikoated  ui 
Iko  omCto  of  tlio  iilMd»  ooor  t^  soatheni  tbore,  under 
ihe  jbot  of  60010 iii|^9  boJkU  umi^m  liilU»  and  eoataios  about 
•isljir kdgm.  The islajiditietf  ii  tluree  miles loug^uid  eo« 
vMN)d  with  fields  in  nrhieh  the  Indmns  raise  eoni»  beans» 
ami  potatoes*  Sereral  Freaehmoo  liring  among  these  la* 
diaat  as  iatorpreters^  or  tradorsy  eame  baek  with  eaptaia 
Itfowis,  and  partisiilariy  a  Mr.  GraToluws,  a  man  who  haa 
aaqpwed  the  hmgojufg^  On  setting  oot  we  had  a  low  prai- 
rie  eovared  with  timber  on  the  north,  and  on  the  sooth 
hii^ilandsy  but  at  the  mouti|  of  the  Wetawhoo  the  sonthem 
eonhtrj  ehanges».and  alow  timbered  pkm  extends  along  the 
f  while  the  north  lias  a  ridge  of  barren  hills  during  the 

t  jrf  thedajr's  oonrse. 

Tuesday^  Oth.  The  wiad  was  so  eoM  and  high  last 
mght  a«d  dmriag  all  the  day^that  we  eould  not  assemble  the 
Indfams  in  eoundl;  hmf,  some  (^  the  party  went  to  the  tU- 
]age#  We  reoei¥0d  the  visits  of  the  three  prineipal  ehi^fs 
with  ma^y  others^  to.  whom  we  gave  some  tobaeeo,  and  told 
them  that  we  wonJid  speak  to  tbun  to-morrow.  The  names 
ef  these  ehiefs  were  first,  Eakawissassa  or  Lighting  Crow; 
seeovd  eUef  Poeasse  or  Hay;  thurd  chief  Piaheto  or  Eagle's 
Feather,  Notwithstanding  th^  Ugh  vfwreUf  two  or  three 
sfnawp  rowed  to  us  in  little  eanoes  made  of  a  single 
baflhloe,  sfcin,  stretehed  over  a  frame  of  boughs  ii)terwo* 
jea  lilte  a  baskett  and  with  the  most  perfeet  eomposure. 
The  objeet  whieh  apj^eared  to  astonish  the  Indians  most^ 
waaeaytain  Clarii's  servant  York,  a  remarkable  stout  strong 
j^;ro»  Thusy  had  nevw  seen  a  being  of  that  eolour,  and 
tjbereftre  fUdied  round  him  to  examine  the  extraordinary 
monster*  By  w^y  of  amusement  he  told  them  that  he 
.bad^OBOe  beeai  a  wiM  animal^  and  ean^^t  and  tamed  by  hie 
r^  tad  to  eoavineio  them,  showed  tbttn  feats  of  strength 
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whieh  adfad  to  Us  looks  bumI^  ]|ini  more  toiriHo  Hi/mm  vm 
wished  him  to  be*    Opposiie  o^  eao^p  k  a  small  ereok  «■ 
the  south,  which  we  distim|^Mied  by  the  aome  of  the  ehM^ 
Kakawissassat  ^ 

Wednesday,  10th.  The  weather  was  this  day  flae,  and  as 
we  were  desirous  of  assemblipg.the  whde  aation  at  oaee,  w# 
despatched  Mr.  G»¥clineSt  who  witl^  Mr.  Tabeaa  aaothor 
French  trader  had  breakfeasted  with  us,  to  invite  the  ehiafii 
of  the  two  upper  Tillages  to  a  eoofbrcnee.  They  all  assembled 
at  one  o'cloekf  and  after  the  usual  eeremmdes  we  adAmn 
sed  them  in  the  same  way  in  which  we  had  already  spdLca 
to  the  Ottoes  and  Sioux:  we  then  made  or  actfcnowledgoil 
three  chiefs,  one  for  each  of  the  three  viUageo^  gi^iDg  to 
each  a  flag,  a  medal,  a  red  coat,  a  eodicd  hat  and  feather, 
also  some  goods,  paint  and  tobacco,  whi^  they  divided 
among  themselves:  after  this  the  w*gun  waa«)Jiibilcd^Tery 
much  to  their  astonishment,  nor  were  they  less  surprised 
at  the  colour  and  manner  of  York.  On  our  side  wo  were 
equally  gratified  at  discoveringthat  these  Bicaras  made  use 
4tf  no  spiiituous  liquors  of  any  kind,  the  example  of  the  tra- 
ders who  bring  it  to  them  so  far  from  tempting  having  in 
ikct  disgusted  them.  Supposing  that  it  was  as  agnseable  to 
them  as  to  the  other  Indians,  we  had  at  first  offered  them 
whiskey;  but  tliey  refused  it  with  this  sensible  remai4^,  that 
they  were  surprised  that  their  father  should  present  to  Ui^m 
a  liquor  which  would  make  them  fools.  On  another  ooea- 
sion  they  observed  to  Mr.  I'abeau,  that  no  man  could  be 
their  friend  who  tried  to  lead  them  into  such  ftiUies.  The 
council  being  over  they  retired  to  consult  on  their  answer, 
and  the  next  morning, 

Thursday^  lith,  at  eleven  o*elodi  we  again  met  in  con* 
eil  at  our  camp.  The  grand  ohief  made  a  short  qpeeeh  ol 
thanks  for  the  advice  we  had  given,  and  promised,  to  follow 
it;  adding  that  the  door  was  now  <^n  and  no  one  dare  shut 
it,  and  that  we  might  depart  whenever  we  pleased,  alluding 
to  the  treatment  we  had  received  from  thf  8i<)uiu  they  also 
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hfovglit  ittMtte  eon,  teus^and  drtediquailMi^uidiii  re* 
tank  we  gUfe  Ibem  a  ttoel  mill  wflli  wUeh  they  were  meeli 
pleased.  At  om  e^eleek  we  left  oar  eeap  witk  the  gnurf 
dtirf  and  liis  nepliew  eo  bMrd>  nd  at  ab^at  two  ndles  aa« 
diered  below  a  ereek  oo  the  souths  teparatiog  the  teeoed 
ead  Aird  fiUage  of  the  Biearaty  whieh  are  about  half  a  niUe 
diBtant  from  eaeh  other.  We  yldted  both  the  Tillages,  end 
sat  eoDTorsiBg  with  the  eUefs  tmr  some  timey  darhq^  wUeh 
they  presented  us  with  a  bread  made  of  eom  and  beans^  also 
ewn  and  lieans  boiled,  aad  a  large  rieh  bean  whieh  they 
take  fronrtke  miee  of  the  prakie,  who  diseeyer  and  eoDeet 
it.  These  two  ylHages  are  placed  near  each  other  in  a  high 
smoodt  prairief  a  fitfe  situation,  except  t^t  having  no  wood 
the  inhabitants  ai^e  obliged  to  go  for  it  across  the  river  to  a 
tftmbered  lowland  o^losite  to  them.  We  told  them  that  we 
would  speak  to  them  in  the  momittg  at  their  villages  sepa- 
rately. 

Tharsday,  12th.  Accordingly,  after  breakfast  we  WMit 
on  shore  to  the  house  of  the  chief  of  the  second  viUage 
named  liaesel,  where  we  found  his  chiefs  aad  warriors.  Hiey 
made  uaa  present  of  about  seven  bushels  (tf  com,  a  pair  of  leg- 
ings,  a  twist  of  their  tciiaeeo,  and  die  seeds  of  two  diffiBrmrt 
^eeies  of  tobacco.  Hie  ehief  then  delivered  a  speech  eq^s* 
sive  of  his  gn^ude  for  the  presents  and  the  goCd  counsels 
which  we  hftd  given  him;  his  intention  of  visiting  his  great 
father  but  for  fear  of  the  Sioux;  and  requested  us  to  take 
one  of  the  Bicara  efaiefo  up  to  the  M andans  and  negociate 
a  peaee  between  the  two  nations.  To  this  we  replied  in  a 
suitable  way,  and  then  repaired  to  dte  third  village.  Here 
we  were  addressed  by- the  dUef  in  nearly  the  same  terms  as 
before,  and  entertained  with  a  present  of  ten  bushels  of 
eom,  some  beans,  dried  pumpkhis,  and  squashes.  After  we 
had  answered  and  explained  the  magidtude  and  power  of 
the  United  States,  the  three  ditefii  came  uitfa  tfs  to  the  boat. 
We  gave  them  some  sugar,  a  little  salt,  aad  a  sunglass. 
Two  of  them  AenMlus^attd  the  chief  of  the  third,  by  name 
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MAwiAmt^tm  tr  l^hf  irf  tH  Trim,  r  t  i  r  ift-'-*  — *^*^ 
MtH-^ntr  AttwoQ'rioekweMtthelJidliM^wiMeniiiied 
te  the  dwre  to  laiM  leave  of  nt^  Md  irfler  iMkiag  te^M 
Md  a  kalf  arilet  ImM  OB  the  MTlk  atii^  Md  Imi  tt  elMir. 
eeol,  pleeeut  ereeh^* 

The  tkree  TiUeges  whieh  we  hat«  Just  bitt  ere  then- 
ndeoeeofeMtioa  eeUed  the  KeerM.  Tbeywete  eriigi- 
Mlly  coleeiet  ef  Pawnees,  who  eeUMIthed  thenwhret  mm 
the  MiMe«fi»  below  the  Chi^etaet  where  the  tradors  ttill 
leaember  that  twenty  ytmtn  ago  tiiej  ooeapled  a  aaflAor 
ofTiUages.  Fiwm  that  riteatioa  a  part  of  the  Blearas  emi- 
grated to  the  neighboitriioQdorthe  MaadeiWi  with  whoa  thej 
wore  thea  in  aUmneo.  The  rest  of  the  aatioa  eeatif  ed 
near  the  ChayeaSe  till  the  year  1797,  hi  the  eoaree  of 
whieh,  distressed  by  their  wars  with  tin  Sionx,  they  Jofawd 
their  eoantrymen  aeartliellfaadans>  Soon  after  a  new  war 
arose  between  the  Biearas  and  the  Mandans^  in  oonse- 
qnenee  o(  whieh  the  former  eaora  down  the  rirer  to  their 
prMsnt  potitfaHb  In  this  nugrathm  those  who  had  first 
gene  to  the  Mandans  kept  togetiwr»  and  now  lire  hi  the  two 
lower  TiUages»  whidi  may  thenee  ho  eonsidered  as  the  Biea- 
ras ^tof^T.  The  thkd  tillage  was  eomposed  of  saeh  mm- 
nantsof  the  Tillages  as  hadsarrifed  the  wars»  and  as  ^oee 
were  nine  hi  nnaJbor  a  diftrsnee  of  pronnnsintien  and  sone 
diibrenee  of  langvage  nmy  he  obserred  between  them  and 
the  Biearas  propert  who  do  not  onderstand  all  the  words  of 
these  wanderers.  The  TiHages  i^  within  the  distanee  of 
fsnr  miles  of  oaeh  other,  the  two  lower  ones  eonsisting  of 
between  one  hundred  nnd  fifty  and  two  hundred  men  eaeh, 
thethiidoftlureehandrod.  Hw  Bienras  aiw  taO  and  wdl 
prepottionedf  the  women  handsome  aadMvely,  and  as  amoQg 
other  savages  to  them  fiills  all  the  dmdgery  of  the  field  and 
thelabonrs  of  pcoenringsnbsistaMeyexeept  that  of  hnadng: 
both  sexes  are  poor»  hni  kind  and  generoas,  aad  ahfaoogh 
thcgr  foodw  with  thnnhfnlneas  what  is  ghen  to  them,  do  not 
beg  ae  the  atMix  did,  thengh  thsofuwiso  ihonM  he  iinaUfied 
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4f7  m— ti>»iig  Oud  an  axe  wm  italen  ImI  aigkt  from  c«r 
eooks.  Ttie  dress  of  the  men  is  a  simple  pair  of  moeeasinSf 
I^pogs^  aod  a  eloth  rooiid  the  miMley  over  whieh  a  baHaloe 
robe  is  oeeasiomdiy  tbrowo,'  with  tlieir  hair,  arms  and  ears 
deeorated  with  diftrent  omaments.  The  women  wear  moo* 
oasinsy  legiagSf  a  long  shirt  made  of  goats'  skins,  generally 
while  and  fringed,  whieh  is  tied  ronnd  the  waist;  to  these 
(hey  add,  like  the  men,  a  boffidoe  robe  without  the  hair,  hi 
summer*    These  women  are  handsomer  than  the  Sionx; 
hoch  ei  them  mre  however,  iHsposed  to  be  amorous,  and  our 
meo  found  no  difioalty  inproenring  oompanions  for  the 
night  by  means  of  Ihe  interpreters.    Hiese  intenriews  wore 
ekieily  efawdestinoy  and  were  of  course  to  be  kept  a  seeret 
from  the  hniband  or  relations.    The  point  of  honour  indeed, 
is  eom^Letdy  rerersed  among  the  Riearas;  that  the  wife  or 
the'  sister  riioukl  submit  to  a  stranger^s  embraces  without 
the  eoasent  of  her  husband  or  brother,  is  a  cause  of  great 
disgraee  and  <^Kuioe,  especially  as  Tor  many  purposes  of 
eiviliiy  or  gratitade  the  husband  and  brother  will  them- 
selvoo  present  toa  stranger  these  females,  and  be  gratifted  by 
attontions  to  them.    The  Sioux  had  offered  us  squaws,  but 
while  we  remmned  there  having  declined,  they  followed  jts 
wilh  <Ars  of  females  for  two  da^s*    The  Ricaras  had  been 
equally  aeoommodating;  we  had  equally  withstood  their 
tomptationi  but  sudi  was  their  desire  to  oblige  that  two 
vei7  handsome  young  squaws  were  sent  on  board  this  even- 
ing, and  perseeuted  us  with  eivflities.  The  btaek  man  York 
participated  lai^psly  in  theee  favours;  for  instead  of  inspi- 
ting  moif  prf)|«diee,  his  colour  seemed  to  procure  him  addi- 
iifMaX  advanUfss  frttm  the  Indians,  who  desired  to  preserve 
amouE  ^^f^  *Mae  nmmorial  of  this  wonderful  stranger. 
Among,  other  instances  of  attention,  a  lUeara  invited  him 
joto  his  liottse,and  presenting  Ins  wiiSs  to  him,  vethred  to  the 
mvUMo.of  the  door:  wbUc  there  one  of  York's  comrades  who 
««a  IfokHHC  fbr  him  came  to  the.  door,  but  the  gaUant  has- 
vc(i;«i.  p  '     *    ^ 
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Th^IUetthi ledges rn^te  •  cit^?itor  #r  %fit%miAt$rm, 
awl  geaenllyabolit  lUrt^  or  feHy  filet  fai  «Mi#ler:  l4ey 
•re  nMrie  bjr  plseiiig  Ibrked  poeto  abovt  ifx  fcet  Idgk  rmmi 
tile  eireeiBftreote  ef  tbe  eirele:  tfcese  Mrt  Jeisei  by  petei 
ftvil  eiie  finrk  to  taotiwr,  IrUcli  ate  mfver^else  l^tftlM^ 
ftrfced  prtei  rigftting  hen  tbe  gremid:  te  tb«  eentre  of  l&e 
Mge  are  ytoited  fmr  hlgber  forke,  riiMt  ifieett  AM  M 
leegtb#  eeoneeted  togetber  bjr  beam*;  freni  the«e  te  tbe  leirer 
pelei  tbe  raften  9t  Uie  rorfere  extevM  to  aa  te  iett¥e  A 
▼Manejr  te  Ibe  sdddle  fiir  tbe  siBoket  Ae  flmhe  of  tM 
boildiiig  ift  dieik  eorered  wHb  wiUew  broMbet^  Wtfh  whMi 
fa  iBterwoTeA  gMta,  arid  over  tMa  mud  er  elayt  tteapel^ 
ttire  Ibr  the  door  fa  about  fbtir  feet  wide^  and  b^fbre  it  fa  k 
tort  of  entry  about  ten  ibet  froia  tbe  ledge*  'Tbey  are  fH^ 
Warai  and  eoaipaet. 

Tbey  enkhrate  maine  or  IiMlian  eom,  beaM»  t»iitt]^dM, 
WlrteHlieloifii,  *4iitttbeft,  and  a  ipeefai  dftobaeM  j^eeaUar  lb 
llMMlr^a. 

Thefi^  eottiMf^e  fa  ehiify  iritt  tbe  ttad^rt  wbd  snppfy 
Hi^m  wltb  goods  la  letniti  fbr  feltriet»  «fliieb  tbey  proowH^ 
ftot  only  by  tbelr  oim  httOti^s^  btit  in  eMbaige  fbr  ^eim 
flrottk  tbelr  lefiw  elrfUaed  neigbbifui^.  The  olr|eM  ehli^  i* 
dettia&d  leem^  td  be  red  paia^  bat  0^7  woqM  ghfe  wgr 
tiring  tbey  bad  to  spare  Ibr  tbe  most  triffiag  ardeie.  0»^ 
of  tbe  Mitt  to-day  ginre  an  bdlaii  a  book  made  out  of  n  ylb, 
f^  be  gare  bitti  in  retttm  a  pair  of  Bioeeashis.^ 

Tbey  ei^ress  a  disposHlon  to  fce^  at  peaee  wMk  all  aa^ 
tionsvbdt  they  are  wdk  armed  wkb  ftMMs»  aad  bring  nmeU 
nader  the  laioenee  of  Ae  Slonx^  who  exobangod  tbe  gotfdi 
irbicb  they  get  fMm  Ae  British  fin*  BieaiH  eora»  UtOt 
mlttds  are  sometlibes  pofaonod  and  tbey  eaanol  b^  idira^ 
depended  ott^  At  fte  pi^esout  moment  thoy  are  at  was  m¥k 
tibeMandims.  Woarei|rfbrmedbylfa>*OrbvoimM»i^llMt 
passed  tloroagb  timt  oonatfyi  thai  tbe  Tanfcton  or  Aofves 
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>lit  n»M«  iwlj  man  U  Jk^  mti  M  Mm«mU  i^ 
OiM  idftM,  lbs  dugwM  bnMk  ikf  Uie  Msd  i^fer  Mmit 


aipt  tlic  Jh— thtr  rf  the  dOtf  fwJMi  •rfwni|ii>pf)f  i^  wtf  jaw  jf 

aad  f  MM  Die  ehaiMter  of  the  tidbe  ir  e  Aid  Mt  iioUei  t  a  i^nh 
«0naimu  At  ten  aed  a  half  niijke  we  reeeheil  4be  leiHlili 
eff  a  ereek  en  the  nerth,  which  takes  its  rise  frwi  ff^MM 
fanie  a  ehefi  dtetaaee  to  ihe  jM^riheaet:  to  this  Mmmm  we 
fttye  the  attne  ef  fiteniiOel  erask^  far  after  paseii^  a  ml- 
{•wandsaadiriaad  jwtabeveiUDiealh,  wedkeover^ 
£»wmilas  baefcfreai  dhe  Viamiri  fthere  aee  t»e  steaes  J»- 
••■bMag  human  flgwee,  and  a  thirdiike  a  doR  aH  whieh 
f^eeU  ef  f;eei^  veaenaAiea  aineaK  Hbm  Bicaias«  Their 
we#d  a4eMi 4he  BMtaoaeri^hesefl iftf  Ovid.  Ajmuf 
■aawae  deeply  aaaiaettned  with  af^wheeefanenteffefiuMll 
Afdreaneeattethemarriaee.  l^eyeHidi  went  Mt  into  4hp 
iaide4n  menaa  his  aiirfsetane»|etsyin|ieithy  of feeBng  ted  thp 
ladydt  the  iaaistfefi  and  the  fjAhftttdeg  weald  net  eeaie^te 
Mk>w  his  laaetep.  AHerwaaderiag  tegettjier  and  haying  ne- 
lUmgkmigmffH  <ta  eabsitt  en«  they  wane  at  last  eenverted 
hrte  atenet  whieh  begianiag  at  thedEMt  gnudaaUy  invaded^the 


hoMiiahev  hands  to  thie  day.  IrRhes- 
eeerAe  IMearas  paes  <faeee  •aeeedeteo^s^they  stop  teia^he 
eeaieaabafiv^daeeetepMvitiatediesedeides.  Saefcie 
<heaeeeii<tgi»eahylheiMea»einefwi>iehwehadnoBif^ 
•TeaaaMtogf  eaeeyt  timt  w«  Jbnusd  Me  pal  ef  the  elerf 
eaigr  agiaeah^y  eeaJwaed;  te  en  4he  Haer  mfLt  mbum  the 
;ieieaid  ^  have  «eeniaadt  lae ftand a gaeeter abaHf 
» ef  flae  grapes  than  we  had  yet  fean»  jkheire  this  mm 
Md  a  halfarilba  firam  «teneifiel«eeefc, 
i  ii  iftasfc  yi»deiwiiii,  eMRs  4n^imo43m  ^leajkh^emd 
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;i«8  lewiM  and  Ctorfee'n  Expemm 

reeeivdl  from  us  the  Bsmt  of  Fteaiie  or  HmyefMk^  fa  ho- 
BOiir  of  the  chief  of  the  ieeond  ^Mmge.  Above  the  Bieam 
iilmd,  the  Minowi  beeomes  mmw  Md  doeper,  the  lud* 
bars  bc^Dg  generally  confined  to  the  )iotnts;  the  ovrrent  too 
is  much  more  gentle;  the  timber  on  the  iowfands  is' also  in 
mneh  greater  quantities,  thongh  the  high  gronnds  are  still 
naked.  We  proeeeded  on  under  a  Ine  breeae  from  the 
sontheasty  and  after  making  ei|^iteen  miles  emampfd  sii 
the  north  near  a  timbered  low  plain,  after  wbieh  wo  had 
some  ndn  and  the  erening  was  eoM.  The  hnnlors  Ultod 
one  deer  only. 

Sunday^  14A.  We  set  ovt  in  the  rafn  whieh  eontiMMd 
during  the  day.    At  five  miles  we  OMne  to  a  ctoek  on  the 
sonthf  about  fifteen  yards  wide,  and  MMnedby  us  Piahotio  or 
Ea^'s  Feather,  in  honour  of  the  tUrd  ehief  of  the  Wea^ 
ras.    After  dinner  wo  stopped  on  a  sandbar,  and  ezoeiKed 
tiio  sentenee  of  a  eonrt  martial  whieh  inflietfrf  eoffpotni 
punishment  on  one  of  the  soUiers.    This  i^ration  alboted 
the  Indian  ehief  very  sensibly,  for  he  cried  aloud  during  tho 
punishmettt:  we  explained  the  offenee  and  the  reasons  of  it 
He  acknowledged  that  examples  w^e  necessary^  and  that 
he  himself  bad  given  them  by  punishing  with  death;  but  his 
nation  never  whipped  even  children  from  their  birth.  Af* 
ter  this  we  continued  wilh  tho  wind  frrnn  the  northeast,  and 
at  the  distance  of  twelve  miks,  encamped  in  a  cove  of  tho 
southern  bank.     Immediately  of^osite  oar  camp  on  tho 
north  side  are  therafais  o^an  ancient  fisrtification,  the  great- 
er part  of  which  is  warfied  into  the  river:  nor  could  we  die-, 
tinguish  more  than  that  the  walls  wore  eight  or  ten  foo€ 
high.    The  evemng  is  wet  and  disagreeaUo,  and  the  river 
which  is  somewhat  mder  than  yesterday,  ooatimtes  to  have 
an  unusual  qnantity  of  4imbw.    l%e  country  was  level  on 
both  sidoo  in  tho  momiiq;,  but  nfterwands  we  passed  some 
bkck  Uuib  on  the  south. 

Monday,,  iith.  We  stopped  at  throe  miles  on  tim  noittli 
a  little nhovo  aonmp  tf  iiiinni  .nrho  «iw  hnntipg,  where 
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weiramiriiitod  hgrakMltlirtf  hidiMt.  TInycnieAfw 
in  tMr  lUn  «Moes»  briogiBg  ii9  neat*  fer  wbMi  we  retvn- 
cdtheaibmdindflsiibooki.  AhmC  «  nile  Uglier  wo  fmnd 
anetlier  emanpiBent  of  Kcrtm  on  ihe  soothf  eoiitistiiig  of 
e%iit  lod^s:  ben  we  again  ate  aad  exehaaged  a  few  pre- 
aMls»  At  we  weat  we  iHteemed  noatbers  of  other  IndBaas 
en  boA  sidet  of  (he  rberi  aad  ataboat  niae  miles  we  eaoM 
to  a  ereefc  oa  the  tovth,  where  we  saw  laaay  Ugh  hills  re« 
seaibUi^  a*hottse  wkh  a  slanting  roof;  and  a  little  bebw  the 
OKek  aa  oM  Tillage  of  the  Sharha  or  Ohayenae  ladiaBs. 
The  morning  bad  been  eloady,  but  the  evening  became 
pkaiittnt»  the  wind  from  the  northeast^  *  and  at  saniet  we 
ImHed,  after  eonni^  ten  miles  orer  sereral  sandbars  and 
points  afaOTo  a  oampirf  ten  Riea9*a  lodges  on  the  north  side. 
We  visied  th«r  eamp^  aad  smoked  and  eat  wit&  seyend 
of  thm;  tbey  idl  appeared  kind  aad  pleased  with  ooratten- 
tians,  aad  the  fidr  sex  reeeived  oar  men  wMi*  nMNre  thaa 
baspitaKty.  Yofk  was  here  again  a»  oljieet  of  astoaish- 
aMi^  the  ehttdrea  would  fsllow  bim  eonstantly,  and  if  he 
ebaaeed  to  tarn  towards  them,  run  with  great  terror.  The 
eoairtrjr  of  to-day  is  generally  low  and  eovered  with  timber 
ott^hoth  sides,  though  in  the  morning  we  passed  some  bar- 
ren fadUs  on  the  sou^. 

Taesday^  ItfOi.  At  tUs  eamp  the  squaw  who  ateeompal 
sied  the  eUef  left  un  two  others  were  very  anxioiiB  to  go  on 
wMi  us.  Jast  above  our  aamp  we  passed  a  oirmilar  work 
or  frrtwherethe  ghartiaor  Chayeones  Ibrmerly  Hred:  aad 
a  ihait*  dislaaee  i>eyond,  a  ereefc  whieh  we  ealledjOhay- 
eMie  ^«ek.  At  two  miles  is  a  willow  ishmd  with  a  ha^ 
swidbarott  both  sides  above  it^  imd  a  ereek,  both  on  the 
nwtAf  whisik  we  eaUad  Sohawoh,  Ao  Bhkara  muMo  tat 
giri;  ami  tw^ndlas  above  a  seeend  Greeks  to  whioh  we  gave 
the  name  of  Ctepaurt,  whieh  meaas  woman  m  die  same 
language.  ThDse  mibM  further  b  aa  ishuKl  sitaated  in  a 
iMHlte  the  Bordi,  about  a  nrile  aad  a  half  loa^,  and  eo^ 
^Mk*  irilh  ooitoa«Md»    At  the  teirar  eml  of  thin  ^shmd 
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— Mw  tea  $mM  pwmkfmi^ftm  MHh,  mVmil 
luMniAorPliioeorBeww*  M^kmmfifmteM3lg§nMy  9tAi0 
UkaAm  ri««r  ewpitei  itodf  fiMt  ikm  MMk  ii  k  fltlM 
WmtreewM, «rElk  Bh^i  Hatkr  Eknm4  mmkhi^bm^M9^ 
tre  yardiwidm  <heiflteiid  Hself  it  mbmmI  CMpMwikf 
Bratttf  tt  fiMnaer  tmviiUM*.  At  -wb  ftri^wmAvA  Um^t  wmm 
greftt  Hamben  of  goftts  ob  iIm  hmtk%  of  the  riMTf  «ri  w« 
•ooQ  after  nsw  kurge  iUekt  ofllMm  te  iiie  w»ir-.  ^Imj  baA 
lw#n  gradoany  A4veii  hrto  the  river  iqr  Ihe  feriiiMM 'vIm  Mv 
Used  tWiliere  «•  as  to  prerootlkeir  e9oape««»iwafie  iMag 
•a  then,  wMlo  tomethaet  bojrtireat  iato  die  riwrattttleil- 
ted  Aem  whh  ttieki:  diejr  eeemed  tobeverjr  «aeoeflirfU,f«r 
ve  coasted  iftjr^eiglitidUbh  they  Inull^^  IPeoofaalMt 
idUed  soaiw  t  aad  tliea  paatiag  Ibe  iodgei  io  mlMk  theae  la* 
diaas  lieloaged»  emaaiped  at  the  £at«aea  of  halfa  aiUe  m 
Ike  leatli,  iuvrhig  aiade  fearieea  aad  it  lydf  aiflm  Wfm 
afare  teea  niHed  by  nmbeta  «f  tlieae  Hhinrae,  ^adia  agaa^ 
sed  Ae  river  Italloeiagaad  siagiag:  taaaf  tliei»4lMiaa« 
lamed  for  %mm  goata"  tedi  and  MMaa  aanii  dMed  Md 
fredi,  ivith  irhiek  dMj  aiAde  a  iaait  llMit  lasted  t^ 
«i|^  ^Md  aaaeed  aMiah  avMie  Md  aMHrtteeaiL 

WadactdajiTth.  'Bbe^wMHtherwaiftoMaatiTwepaaeadft 
lew  p  ininfl  r  riTrrrl  irith  iraiull  timtirr  la  Ihii  aiaii,  aad  har 
raa  Utts  eniiie aartkiriiMi  eaaw  abM to  the  >M«r;  the 
irindllpeai  At  aartfupeat  Umi  keeaaie  m  ailioag  ikUim 
aoaU  aat  MOW  aftar  tei  atelaak^  oBtil  Iato  m.4lM  aC 
adben-wevepe  ftveedtoMeihe  ioadiaa,  aad^ 
aaade^iaigriixaRka.    Woallvreirtaatj 
blgtheceaatrf .  Thegeafta,  of  whisk  «eaae  large  Jaeks  < 
iag  te  the  aorUilMrit  off  tberliiei^  epaadiheauiDMer^i^^ 


dear^«ad»giiuiJharaf  iiaaheai  aJbeaaer 
aad  are  «aa|hta  ahiwiiwiaillitf  a.i 
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it«to»»MdMMieMek«r*ftMirttiihMiMirkiliM  tMtlien 

b«rfbelinrtts«  qter  ImUttide  by  ohm  f  >ttoi  w§  4<r  t&'  $7^. 

llMMiirf  ift.  After  At«ettiles  we  retehedtketMudidf 

l«MMHn»  aari AUh  ifHd  tlie  MbMOfi^iyflid  iMMki  itselumr 
iri  i9  ftbmt  oim  hMimi  mA  foHy  yurds  wi4e,  thoogh  the 
tmi^  to^ao^  6>alit»d  lyilMtt  fteiy»  Md  iu  mum  it  deriired 
tmtk  tlie  miBritori  of  peMbMly  mod  large  stoset  on  the 
ttera  Md  te  tiieUidb  Jest  abe«e«  We  here  Miil  wiUi  twe 
lieuehieen  hi  the  tmfiiif  gf  Mr,  Gtiwretoet,  who  hed  beee 
lehhedhyilielfturfatii  if  thefeiiiipi,fMe,eed  ether  erttei^ 
iid  were  dNeeedfailp  the  river  hi  m  periegve,  but  they  tur- 
Md  biA  with  athiiet|peetelieii  of  ebteieaiig  redress  through 
•er  laeMte.  At  e%ht  ttfles  is  m  ereek  on  the  eorth,  ebout 
twoBty^eight  ywds  wide,  rising  in  the  nerthenst,  and  enlled 
€hewnh  or  9Mi  riter;  one  inDe  dbove  this  is  anotlier  ereek 
isflweonllK  weenemB^onmsntidbnrtothesoBthfOtthe 
•MOMte^tidHeenttilies^illof  widehwe  fand  wide  wiUi  ears 
abd^ries.  Great  nnttbersirfgootp  are  eroesiagiherivM*  and 
iltaetfng  their  eonrse^o the  westward;  wealso  saw  a  herd 
sThiriRdoe  aid  of  elk;  «  peKean  too  was  killed,  and  six  Ihl^ 
hw  deer,  hnving  fnmd,  as  the  Biearas  Informed  us,  that 
dMe  idv  none  of  the  Uaek-tafl  spetfes  as  high  np  as  this 
fhee.  like  eonntry  is  in  general  level  and  fine,  with  hro* 
hsa  short  high  gronnds,  low  ^dmred  mounds  on  the  river, 
eed  n  ragged  raage  of  hiis  e«  a  distanee. 

Friday  it.  Wesetsailwithnflne  mondogymndasonflL- 
east  whid,  nod  altwo  and  a  half  mUes  passed  a  ereek  on  die 
ierOiAde:  itt  eleven  ahdn  half  miles  we  e«ne  ton  kke  or 
tevge  pond  on  the  laittbMe^  hi  whlA  were  eome  swans.  On 
bMi  banks  of  thoMfesoorl  are  low  gronnds  whieh  have  mndi 
iMre  Umber  than  lower  dowti  tfie  river:  the  hiHs  ore  at  one 
4r  two  mifes  iMstaneo  from  ^  banks,  and  the  streams  wUA 
risein  Ibsiif  ate  braekfih^  and4ie  mhrerai  salts  a^ppear  wn 
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the  tthore  we  eoootcd  fiftjr-two  htrds  of  buflUoe,  aad  ilume 
of  .elky  at  a  singla  vjiew.  Beaides  these  ire  also  ohtenred  clk« 
deer»  pelicanSf  and  wolves*  After  sey^teoQ  and  a  half  aiiles 
we  encamped  oa  tha  norths  opposite  to  the  jpppena^t  of  a 
auifdber  of  ground  hiUst  formiag  a  eooo  at  the  top^  ooe  be- 
ing a^ut  ijpetjr^  ityother  sixty  fiset  is  heighib  and  sowe  of 
less  elevation^  Our  ehief  tfUs  as  that  the  calamet  faifd 
lives  in  the  holes  formed  by  the  filtration  ct  the  walor 
from  the  top  of  these  hills  thnMifb  the  sid^s.  Near  to  om 
of  these  moles*  on  a  point  of  a  bill  ninety  feet  above  the 
j^Uf  are  the  remains  of  an  aU  village  wUeh  is  bight  stroif^ 
and  has  been  fortified;  this  oar  ehief  teUs  ua  is  the  renMOpy 
of  one  of  the  Alaadan  villagiesy  and  i|re  the  first  rains  wbioh 
we  have  seen  of  that  nation  in  atwending  the  Misswri:  99-  - 
posite  to  our  camp  is  a  deep  bead  to  the  soath»  at  the  axr 
tremity  of  which  is  a  pond. 

Saturday  20.  We  proceeded  early  wii(i  a  soatb^ast  Fhidf 
which  continued  high  sUl  day»  and  came  toa  creek  on  the  north 
at  two  miles  distjuicey  tweatjr  yiu^ds  wide.  At  ^sight  miles  wie 
reaehed  the  lower^point  of  an  island  ia  the  middle  of  the  rivw^ 
thou^  there  is  no  current  on  the  south.  This  island  is  06- 
vered  with  willows  and  extends  about  tuo  milesy  there  beteg 
a  small  creek  coming  in  from  the  south  at  its  lower  eitrenDli- 
ty.  After  making  twelve  ipiUes  we  encamped  on  the  southf 
at  the  upper  part  of  )a  blufi*  contajniog  fttone-coal  of  an  ia- 
ferior  quality;  immediately  below  this  bluff  and  on  the  de* 
clivity  of  a  hilly  are  the  remains  of  a  village  covering  six  ar 
eight  acres,  formerly  occiipied  by  the  Manduasi  who,  si^s 
our  Bioara  chiel^  once  lived  in  a  number  of  villages  on  each 
side  of  the  river^  till  the  Sioux  forced  them  forty  miles 
higher;  whence,  after  a  few  years  roiidence,  they  moved  to 
their  present  position.  The  country  thipagh  which  we  ptut- 
sed  has  wider  bottoms  and  more  timber  than  those  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  see*  the  hills  rising  at  a  distance  and  by 
gradual  ascents.    We  bare  seen  great  npmbers  of  elkp  deer* 
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tta  wolroty  viui  ftUow  thdr  niftTeiota  mi  f— i  wpon  thte 
wbo  die  by  aetjdeiity  or  wlwi^we  too  po^rto  keep  ptMwllk 
Um  hM4)  ire  «lie  wewided  a  wliHe  bmr,  and  saw  seme  fresh 
tvadiLfef  those  aaimalswiikli  are  tvieeaslargeastheltaak 
•fa  mm. 

fiandey  U.  Last  night  the  weather  was  eeM,  the  wiad 

h^fipott  the  muptheasl,  and  the  rafai  wfaieh  Ml  freae  ea 

ik0  groaad.    At  dnjiight  it  begaa  to  saew,  aad  eoDtiaaed 

till  the  afteraeeat  whea  it  retaaiaed  eleady  aad  the  groaad 

waa  eefered  withsaew.    Wehowe^er,  set  oateariy»aaA 

jaet  aha¥a  eiur  eamp  eame  to  a  ereek  oa  the  soath,  eaKed 

CUadietaw»  sdboat  thirty  yards  wide  and  with  a  eoasidera- 

Ue  qaaatlty^  water.    Ow  Bieara  ehfef  tells  as,  that  at . 

seaasdiirtaMe  np  tUs  rifw  is  titnated  a  la^ge  reek  whieh 

is  held  hi  great  veneratieai  and  visited  by  parties  who  ga 

taeansahit  as  to  their  owa  or  their  aations'  destiaiesy  aU 

eC  whkh  they  diseem  in  some  sort  of  llgares  i»  paintings 

withwhifdiitbeaTered.  Abeat two  imlesofffromtlM  mouth 

efthe  riter  the  party  oa  shore  saw  aaother  of  theoljeets  of 

Bieara  mpenrtitioa:  it  is  a  large  oak  tree,  standfaig  alone 

la  fte  opea  prairk^  aad  as  it  alone  has  withstood  the  Are 

whieh  has  eoasHnied  every  thing  aronad*  the  ladians  natn- 

nlfy  aserfibe  to  it  extrattrdimry  powers.  Ope  of  their  eere* 

nwdas  ia  to  aiake  a  hole  hi  the  skin  of  their  neeks  throagh 

whtoh  a  stiiag  is  passed  aad  the  othw  end  tied  to  the  bo<fy 

of  the  tree;  and  stfler  remaining  in  this  way  for  some  tine 

they  think  diey  beeome  braver.    At  two  miles  from  onr  en- 

eaaqpflieat  we  eaBu»  to  the  rains  of  a  seeond  Mandan  village, 

whieh  was  in  existenee  at  the  same  time  with  that  jast- 

meatioaed.  Ititsitaatedondi^aorA'^attheibotofafaiUin 

a  beaif^al  aad  extensive  j^ain,  wirfefc  is  now  eavered  with 

htfdsofbidBdoe:  nearly  opposite  are  remains  of  aOMvillnge 

ea  the  soath  ctf  the  Msssoori;  aad  tiwre  is  aaotlier  also  about 

twonrileafaE&ereatheBortb,alittleoffiherivw;  Attkette- 

taaee  ^  seven  ndles  we  easamped  on  the  south,  and  spent 
VOL,  1.  a 
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li*  Lewis  omI  CfaMrte't  BxpMiM 

aMldnigllt'  We prtfrared to-dfty  a biAdte  nd  a» #tter 
ooly.  TberireriswideMdUietMdbAfsauMrMStMlAft 
low  idand  near  our  eMMiprnMl. 

Monday  2S.  In  the  moraiBg  we  yaieed  an  dd  Maadaa 
Tillage  on  tlio  ioatliy  near  our  easip;  at  few  mUea  anotlMr 
on  the  same  side.  Aboat  sefea  o'ekek  we  eaiaa  to  at  a 
oanp  of  eleven  Sionx  of  tiie  Teton  tribOf  who  are  aisMMt 
perfeetly  nabed^  hanag  only  a  pieee  of  bUb  or  eiodi  ronnd 
the  middley  thoof^  we  are  saffbHng  from  the  eoM.  From 
their  appearoMe,  whieh  it  wacfihe^  and  firom  Aoir  giiriag 
two  diibrent  aeeoants  of  thomtelvesy  we  believe  that  th^ 
are  either  going  to  or  retnmiag  from  the  Mandana»  It 
wUeh  nations  the  Sioiuc  fregnentl}-  make  ezeorsions  toaleal 
horses*  As  thcor  eoadoet  displeased  as^  we  gave  then  no- 
thing. At  six  we  reaobed  an  island  about  one  mile  in  knglht 
at  the  head  of  whieh  is  a  Mandan  village  on  the  north  in 
ruinsy  and  two  miles  beyond  a  bad  sandbar.  At  ei^t  miles 
are  remains  of  another  liandnn  village  on  the  soothe  and  at 
twelve  miles  encamped  on  the  sonth.  The  banters  brong^ 
in  a  bnfialoe  bully  and  mentioned  that  of  about  three  hyua«- 
dred  whieh  they  had  seen^  there  was  not  a  single  female* 
The  beav«r  is  here  in  plmtyy  and  the  two  Frenehmen  who 
are  returning  with  us  eateh  several  every  night* 

These  viUi^s  whieh  are  nine  in  lyimber  are  seattered 
along  eaeh  side  oftthe  river  within  a  ipaee  of  twenty  milesi 
almost  all  that  remains  of  them  is  the  wall  which  surround- 
ed them^  the  &ll«p,  heaps  of  earth  which  covered  the  faoustt^ 
and  oecasiooally  human  skulls  and  the  teeth  and  bones  of 
mcttf  and  different  animalsf  which  are  scattered  on  the  ear- 
fece  of  the  groqnd. 

Tuesday  25*  The  weatiier  was  doudy  and  we  had  some 
snowi  we  soon  arrived  at  five  lodges  where  the  -two  Frmieh- 
men  had  been  robbed,  baft  the  Indians  had  left  it  la^y  aa 
we  fojmd  the  fires  stiU  burning*  The  country  eoasishi  aa 
usual  of  timbered  low  grounds,  with  grapes^  rushes^  and 
gnsat  quantities  of  a  small  red  aoid  firuit>  known  among  the 
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Vp  ike  MnompL  t±B 

tbeFreneh  gndsMdebidBeoriiiiiUMfkt.  TlieriYortM, 
19  obstraetad  by  mmmy  nmMmn.  At  twalre  ndet  we  pM- 
•ed  Ml  oM  Tillfti^  on  the  aorth,  wUeh  wm  the  former  reti- 
deaee  of  (he  AhoahawATS  who  now  Kre  between  the  Bfnndon 
ondMmaetBrees.  After  maldogthirtee&miles  we  eneanped 
on  the  south. 

•  WedneidajF  M.  The  imj  was  again  dark  and  it  snowed 
a  Utde  in  the  morning.  At  three  miles  we  eame  to  a  point 
sa  tlie  sonthf  where  the  rfmir  by  fbreing  a  ehannel  across 
a&Fmer  bend  has  fimned  a  large  isiaad  on  the  north.  On 
iWa  idaad  we  fonad  #ne  ot  the  grand  ehiefs  of  the  Mandusi 
wIm  with  five  io^es  was  on  a  hunting  exenrsion.  He  met 
ins  eMmj  tlieBieara  eliief,  with  great  oeremonjaod  a^ni- 
rsnt  ecHnttaHty,  and  smoked  with  him.  After  visiting  his 
lodges,  the  grand  ohlef  and  his  brother  eame  on  board  onr 
bsat  fsr  a  short  time;  we  then  proceeded  and  eneamped  on 
Ae  Bordi^at  sev^n  miles  from  our  last  night^s  station  and  be- 
low the  old  village  of  the  Maadans  and  Riearas.  Bere  four  • 
MaidaMeamedewnfroma  eamp  above,  and  onr  Biearaehief 
rotnned  with  them  to  dieir  eanaip)  frem  which  we  angur  Ik'- 
vott'raMy  of  their  pacific  views  towards  each  other.  The 
hmd  ie  low  and  beantlfiil,  and  eovered  with  oak  ind  cotton- 
wood,  but  has  been  too  recently  hnnted  to  afibrd  much  game, 
ttth.  The  morning  was  cold  and  the  wind  gentle  from 
the  sonthcast:  at  three  miles  we  passed  a  handsome  high 
|i«hrie  on  the  south,  and  on  an  (M^inenee  about  fmrty  feet 
above  the  water  and  extending  back  for  several  miles  in  a 
beantifnl  phun,  was  situatcdlsii  old  village  of  the  Mandan 
nation  which  has  been  deserted  for  many  years.  A  diort 
distance  above  it,  m  the  continttation  of  the  same  risiag 
gromd  are  two  old  villages  of  Bicaras,  one  on  the  top  of  the 
hai,  the  other  m  the  level  plain,  which  have  been  desert- 
ed mAj  five  years  ago.  Above  these  viUagos  is  aa  extan- 
sive  low  gronad  for  several  miles^  in  whidi  mp  Miaated,  a* 
thKteorfbnrarilesfromtbeBie«i;a^Ua«eiNthte^  old-vil* 
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teMi  9f  HftMMii  MAP  ttt|(otlMiP«  acre  tlM  SsMwrat  S1F64 
lAcB  the  BiearM  eme  Co  them  9»  preteetSoB^  aadiHtt 
thk  th^  mmiwi  im,  their  preteMt  sitMtioA  ahote.  h  th» 
lew  grtarf  the  iq wwt  nhed  their  eem,  wd  the  tfanbeks  af 
wUeh  there  im  little  seer  die  vUhiget,  w«e  MpplM 
tnm  the  eppeeiie  tide  eftheriferi  wherettim  Mdetifiie 
aboBdaiit. 

As  we  pgoceedp<  teTeml  pertiee  ef  Mwiem  heth  em 
ftet  end  hersebeek  eane  mlong  the  mer  to  Tivw  «■»  and 
wwe  Tery  detirevf  that  we  ehoaM  had  and  talk  te  theK 
lUe  we  eeald  not  do  en  aeeomU  ef  tk»  taadbreaki  m  Hkm 
Aereybttt  we  teat  ear  Bieara  ehief  le  them  in  a  periegae. 
Ite  wind  tee  haTiag  fUfted  to  the  iMthwett  and  Mb|;  very 
high  it  required  all  ear  preeantfoot  ea  beard,  fiir  the  ri?er 
pratfall  of  taadbartwhieh made  iiTery  dtfleaHtoftid  the 
ahaanei  UTegetagroandiefwaltimee^aBdpaaeedmirwy 
had  peiirt  of  reeks,  after  whieh  we  eneampod  ea  a  sandpehu 
to  the  north,  riwve  a  haadaome  plain  eofered  with  tiinb«r» 
and  opposite  to  a  hi^  hill  on  the  Bovth  ride  at  the  dirtaMO 
oTelofonBulos.  Here  we  were  Joined  hy  ear  ilieara^ftiji^ 
who  bronght  aa  ladfam.  to  the  eant^  Uliere  he  remalaed  aD 
»i|^t, 

Mth.  Weeetovteariywilhatouthwestwhidyandafter 
patthq;  the  Bieara  ehiefoa  shore  to  JeinlheMandanB  who 
wore  in  great  nambers  along  it,  we  prooeeded^to  the  eamp 
of  the  grand  ehieft  fear,  miles  distant.  Here  we  met  a  Wr. 
M«Craekea  one  of  the  northwest  or  Hadson  Bay  eompany, 
who  anifed  with  another  penon  abont  nine  days  ago  to  trade 
ftr  horses  and  baflidoe  robesl  Two  of  the  eUefs  eame  oa 
hoard  with  smie  of  their  honsehold  famitore,  siteh  as 
earthem  pots  aada  littteeomand  went  on  with  ns;  the  rest 
*af  the  In^bms  fi^hiwhig  on  diore.  At  one  ndlo  beyond  the 
oampwepasseda  smaQ  ereek,  and  at  three  more  aUalTef 
eoal  of  an  hiforior  qiudity  oa  the  sooth.  After  making  eleir^ 
ndks  we  reaehedaa  old  ftsM  wheirethe  Mandanshad  enlti- 
ntM  gridn  last  samnMHT,  and  ^Mamped  Ibrlho  iifgbt  oa  fhe 
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'wnA  aide,  idbmit  iMlf  a  mtte  below  the  4rs4  tiUage  of  Ae 
Mandans.  In  the  morniiis  we  had  a  willow  low  growad  on 
the  south  and  highland  on  the  north,  whieh  oeearionally 
varied  in  the  eoorse  of  the  day.  There  is  but  little  wood 
60  this  part  of  the  ri?^,  whieh  is  here  snbdiTided  into  many 
^mnnels  and  obstnieted  by  sandbars.  As  soon  as  we  arriTod 
a  erowd  of  men,  women,  and  children  eame  down  to  see  nk 
Ci^lain  Lewis  retnrned  with  the  principal  ehiefs  to  the  Til- 
lage, white  the  othera  remained  wfth  uadnitegtheoteaiBg; 
the  ol(jeet  which  seemed  to  snrprise  tiiem  most,  was  a  oom- 
mill  fixed  to  the  boat  which  we  had  occasion  to  nse,  and'de- 
iq^ited  them  by  the  eascwith  which  it  reduced  die  grain 
to  powder.  Among  others  who  Tinted  as  was  Ae  son  of 
tbe  grand  chief  of  the  Mandans,  who  had  his  two  little 
ibigefteatoiracdie  leeood  j^ts.  On  inquiring  into  this 
aeeidenii  Wefoimd^atitwaa  customary  to  ei^ress  grief. 
JTor  the  death  of  reia^kHii  by  aottie  corporeal  sullbring,  and 
that  the  usual  mode  was  to  lose  two  joints  of  the  Httle  fin* 
gws,  or  sometbnes  Ac  other  fingers.  The  wind  Ucw  Tcry 
esfe  in  the  erening  frmi  the  southwest.  Two  of  the  party 
^ft  a4%eted  widi  rheumiyic  complaints. 
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CiMUMil  held  wkh  the  MeadaM— A  pnirie  on  fire,  end  a  iiii|piUr  msUAec  af 
preienratioD — Peeee  etUblitbed  between  the  MandaDi  and  Riearat— The  par- 
tj  enoamp  for  the  vinter— Indian  mode  of  eetching  goati — Beautiful  appeir- 
anee  of  northern  Kghtt— Friendly  eharaeter  of  the  Indian0--Sonie  aeeoant  of 
the  If andam— The  Ahnahawayt  and  the  Minnetareet— Hie  partgr  aeqnira 
the  eooftdenee  of  te  MandMi  bj-  taUnf  pari  in  thehr  eoatrofer^  with  tha 
Bfenz— Refiponof  the  Mandani,  and  their  angular  eoneeption  of  the  t«rm 
medieioe— Thieir  tradition— The  tofieringt  of  the  party  from  the  seTeritjr 
of  the  aeaaoo— Indian  game  of  billiards  described — Cliaraeter  of  the  Mi*- 
sQuri,  of  the  surrounding  eountry,  and  of  the  riTers,  ereeKs,  idands,  ke. 

Saturdajy  October  S7.  At  an  early  lioiir  we  proeeeded 
and  aQekored  off  the  village.  Captain  ClaHce  went  on  siioref 
SBoA  after  smokiiig  a  pipe  with  the  eUrfs,  war deured  to  re* 
BiaiD  and  eat  with  them.    He  deeUaed  on  aeeoimt  of  his 
being  unwell;  but  his  refasal  gave  great  oQenee  to  the  In* 
dians,  who  eonsidered  itdisrespeetful  nc^to  eat  when  invitbd, 
till  the  eanse  was  explained  to*tiieir  satisfiietion.    We  ^emi 
them  some  tobacco,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  second  vil- 
lage on  the  northf  pasting  by  a  bank  containing  eoal,  and  a 
second  village,  4ittd  encamped  at  four  miles  on  the  north, 
opposite  to  a  village  of  Ahnahaways.    We  here  met  with  a 
Frenchman,  named  Jcsseaome,  who  lives  among  the  Indians 
with  his  wife  and  children,  and  who  we  take  as  an  inteipreter. 
The  Indians  had  flocked  to  the  bank  to  see  us  as  we  passed, 
and  they  visited  in  great  numbers  the  camp,  where  some  of 
them  remained  all  night.    We  sent  in  the  evening  three 
young  Indians  with  a  present  of  tobacco  for  the  chiefs  of  the 
three  upper  villages,  inviting  them  to  come  down  in  tibe 
morning  to  a  council  with  us.    Accordingly  the  next  day, 

Sunday,  October  28,  we  were  joined  by  many  of  the 
Mfametarees  and  Ahnahaways  from  above,  but  the  wind  was 
so  vioient  from  the  soi^west  that  the  ehiefii  of  the  loiTer^ 
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TiHftges  do«U  ttot  eome  vp^  and  IIm  emmdl  ivms  Mnt^A 
till  to-morrow,  b  the  meu  while  we  entertaiMd  oor  Tltit- 
#r8  bjr  showing  them  what  was  new  to  them  in  the  heat}  aU 
whiehy  as  well  oar  blaek  servast,  they  ealled  Great  Medi* 
cjae*  the  meaning  of  whieh  we  afterwards  learnt.  We  also 
eoQsolted  ihe  grand  diief  of  the  Mandans^  Blank  Cat,  and 
Mr.  JFesseanmoy  as  to  the  names,  eharaeters,  fcc.  of  the 
^iefs  with  whom  we  are  to  hold  the  connelL  In  the  eonrse 
9t  tiie  day  we  ree^Tod  several  presenta  ftrom  the  womoBf 
eonsisting  of  eorny  boiled  hominyt  and  garden  stnllii:  in  oar 
tarn  we  gratif  ed  the  wife  of  the  great  chief  with  a  gift  of 
af^zed  earthen  jar.  Our  hunter  brought  us  two  bearer. 
In  the  afternoon  we  sent  the  Minnetaree  chiefs  to  smoke 
for  UB  with  the  great  chief  of  the  Mandans,  and  told  them 
we  would  speak  in  the  morning. 

Finding  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  pass  the  winter  at 
this  ^ace»  we  went  up  the  riyer  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
to^y,  with  a  Tiew  of  finding  a  conTcnient  spot  fbr  a  fbrt, 
but  the  timber  was  too  scarce  and  small  for  our  purposes. 

Monday,  October  99.  The  morning  was  line  and  we  pre* 
pared  our  presents  and  speech  for  the  council.  After  break* 
&8t  we  were  visited  by  an  old  chief  of  the  Ahnahaways,  who 
fading  hknsdf  growing  old  and  wei^  had  transferred  his 
power  to  his  'Son,  who  is  now  at  war  agwist  the  Shosho- 
ftces.  At  ten  o'clock  the  chieft  were  all  assembled  under  an 
awning  of  our  sails,  stretdicd  so  as  to  exclude  the  wind 
which  had  become  high;  that  the  impression  might  be  the 
more  forcible,  the  men  were  all  paraded,  and  thr  cotincil 
opened  by  a  discharge  from  the  swivel  of  the  boat.  We  then 
delivered  a  speech,  whidi  like  those  we  had  already  made 
intenaingled  advice  with  assurances  of  friendship  and  trade: 
while  we  were  speaking  the  old  AhniUiaway  chief  grew  very 
restkss,  and  observed  that  he  could  not  wait  long  as  his 
eamp  was  exposed  to  Ihe  hostilities  of.  the  Shdshonees;  he 
vras  instantly  rebuked  with  great  dignity  by  one  of  the  chiefs 
for  this  violation  of  decorum  at  soeha  moment,  and  remain* 
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•d  quet  dttriog  the  rest  of  the  eotmoiL  Towaids  dw  mA 
of  «w  qp^eoh  we  iatroduoed  the  MAJeet  of  our  Biouft  eUii^ 
vHh  whom  we  reeommendeda  im  peaee:  to  this  they  lefi 
ed  well  disposed,  and  all  smoked  with  him  Tory  amiaaUy. 
Wo  all  mentioned  the  goods  whieh  had  been  taken  from  the 
Prenehmen,  and  expressed  a  wish  €kat  they  shonM  be  r^ 
stored.  This  being  over»  we  proceeded  to  tistribvte  the 
presents  with  great  ceremony:  one  ditef  of  each  town  WW 
acknowledged  by  a  gift  of  a  fli^,  a  medal  with  thelikenew 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  a  uniform  eoat9hat 
and  feather:  to  the  second  chiefs  we  gare  a  medal  repreieirt* 
in^  some  domestic  animals,  and  a  loom  for  weaving;  to  the 
third  chiefs  medals  with  the  impressions  of  afiyrm«rsowing 
grain.  A  variety  of  other  presents  were  distributed^  bat 
none  seemed  to  give  them  more  satisfiMstion  than  an  Irm  eota 
mill  whieh  we  gave  to  the  Mandans. 

The  diiefs  who  were  mode  to-day  are:  Shahafca  or  B% 
White,  a  first  chief,  and  Kagohami  or  little  Baven,  a  se- 
cond diief  of  the  lower  village  of  the  Maadans,  called  Mar, 
tootonha:  the  other  chiefs  of  an  inferior  quality  who  w«re 
reoommcnded  were,  1.  OhheenaWf  or  9ig  Mu,  a  Ctey* 
omie  taken  prisoner  by  the  Mandans  who  adopted  hinif 
and  he  now  eiv|oys  great  consideration  among  the  ixSk^ 
S.  Shotahawrora,  or  Coal,  of  the  second  Mandaa  vSUaflO 
which  is  enlled  Rooptahee.  We  made  Poseopsnhe/orfilaek 
Cat,  the  first  chief  of  the  village,  and  the  grand  chief  0S  tiie 
whole  Mandan  nation:  his  second  chief  is  Kagonomoksli^ 
or  Baven  man  Chief;  inferior  chiefs  of  this  village  wepCf 
Tawnuhco,  and  BcUahsara^  of  which  ^m  did  not  lean  tlw 
translatioa. 

In  die  third  village  which  is  culled  Mahawha*  and  wheve 
the  Arwacahwas  re  side, we  made  one  firstchief,  Tttnskipia 
reha,  or  White  Buflaloe  robe  uitfoldcd,  and  rec<^niied  two 
of  an  inferior  orden  Minnissorraree,  w  Noighiiig  Heroo^ 
and  Loeongotiha,  or  (Hd  woman  at  a  distaaoc. 
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Of  the  iJMirUi  tUI^^  where  the  BOuetarees  Uve,  and 
whieh  isoalled  Metaharta*  we  made  a  first  ohie^  Ompseha* 
rm»'or  Blaek  Moeeasin:  a  second  ehief,  Ohkaw*  or  Uttle 
Fes*  Other  distinguished  chiefs  of  this  village  were,  Mah- 
Mtahy  or  Big  Tliiefy  a  man  whom  we  did  not  see  as  he  is  out 
fighting,  and  was  killed  soon  after;  and  Mahserassa,  or  Tail 
•f  the  Calunset  Bird.  In  the  fifth  Tillage  we  made  a  first 
dkief  Eapanopa,  or  Red  Shield;  a  second  chief  Walikeras- 
9Bf  or  Two  Tailed  Calumet  Bird,  both  young  chiefs;  other 
l^rsolis  of  distinction  are^  Shahalcohopinnee,  or  Little  Wolf  *f 
Medicine;  Alirattaoamockshe»  or  Wolf  man  chief,  who  is  now 
at  war,  and  is  the  son  of  the  old  chief  we  have  mentioned,  whose 
iMme  is  Caltaboota,  or  Cherry  on  a  Bush. 

.  Hie  presents  intended  for  the  grand  chief  of  the  Min- 
ift^rees,  who  was  not  at  the  council,  were  sent  to  him  by 
the  old  cliief  Caltahcota;  and  we  delirered  to  a  young  ehief 
4liose  intended  for  the  chief  of  the  lower  Tillage.  The  coun- 
eil  was  concluded  by  a  shot  from  our  swItcI,  and  after  firing 
iSi»  airgnn  for  their  amusement,  they  retired  to  deliberate 
on  the  answer  wliich  they  are  to  give  to*morrow. 

In  the  evening  the  prairie  took  fire,  either  by  accident 
•r  design,  and  burned  with  great  fury,  the  whole  plain  be- 
iqgenTeloped  in  flames:  so  rapid  was  its  progress  that  a  man 
smd  a  woman  were  burnt  to  death  before  they  could  reach  a 
place  of  safety;  another  maa  with  his  wife  and  child  were 
Buieh  burnt,  and  several  other  persons  narrowly  escaped 
destmetion.  Among  the  rest  a  boy  of  the  half  white  breed 
es^i4ped  unhurt  in  the  midst  of  the  flames;  his  safety  was 
.ajnribnd  to  the  great  medicine  spirit,  who  had  preserved  him 
on  accoant  of  his  being  white.  But  a  much  more  natural 
«a«se  was  the  presence  of  mind  of  his  mother,  who  seeing  no 
luipes  of  carrying  off  her  son,  threw  liim  on  the  ground,  and 
^aoveriag  him  with  the  fresh  hide  of  a  buSaloe,  escaped  herself 
tkom  the  flames;  as  soon  as  the  fire  had  passed^  she  return- 
ed and  foUnd  him  untouched,  the  skin  haTing  prevented  the 
flame  from  reaching  tlie  gVass  on  which  be  lay. 

vox.  I.  H 
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Tuciday  SO.  We  were  ibis  morahig  Yidted  bj  two  per* 
sons  from  the  lower  Tillage*  one  the  Big  White  the  ehief  of 
the  village*  the  other  the  Chayeane  ealled  the  Big  Mm; 
they  had  been  hunting,  and  did  not  retnm  yesterday  early 
enough  to  attend  the  eouncil.  At  thehr  request  we  repeat* 
ed  part  of  our  speeeh  of  yesterday*  and  put  the  medal  round 
the  neck  of  the  ehief.  Ci^tain  Clarke  took  a  periogae  and 
went  up  die  river  in  search  of  a  good  wintering  j^aee*  and 
returned  after  going  seven,  miles  to  the  lower  pdat  ofaa 
island  on  the  north  side*  about  one  mile  in  length;  he  f»UBd 
the  banks  on  the  north  sidehig^*  with  ooal  oeeasionaUyf  aid 
the  eountry  fine  on  all  sides;  but  the  want  of  wood  and  the 
scarcity  of  game  up  flie  river,  induced  us  to  decide  ea  ftKtaf 
ourselves  lower  down  during  the  winter.  In  the  evening 
our  men  danced  among  themselves  to  the  great  amasemcut 
of  the  Indians. 

Wednesday  31.  A  second  chief  arrived  this  morning  mffEk 
an  invitation  from  the  grand  chief  of  the  MaadanSf  to  eome 
to  bis  village  where  he  wished  to  present  some  com  to  as 
and  to  speak  with  us.  Ciq[»tain  Clarke  walked  down  to  his 
village;  he  was  first  seated  with  great  ceremony  on  a  robe 
by  the  side  of  the  chief*  who  then  threw  over  his  shouM^rs 
another  robe  handsomely  ornamented.  The  pipe  was  thea 
smoked  with  several  of  the  old  men  who  were  seated  aroiarf 
the  chief;  after  some  time  he  began  his  discourse,  by  observiag 
that  he  believed  what  we  had  told  him*  and  Uiat  they  should 
soon  enjoy  peace*  whi<^  would  gratify  him  as  well  as  hb 
people,  because  they  could  then  hunt  without  fear  of  b^i^ 
attacked*  and  the  women  might  vf^k  in  the  fi^s  withoaft 
looking  every  moment  for  the  enemy*  and  at  nigjit  put  off 
their  moccasins*  a  phrase  by  which  is  conveyed  the  idea  of 
security  when  the  women  could  undress  at  night  wHiuNit 
fear  of  attaek.  As  to  the  Biearas*  he  continued*  in  order  to 
show  you  (hat  we  widi  peace  with  all  men*  diat  ehief*  poial- 
ing  to  bis  second  chief*  will  go  with  some  warriMv  back  to 
the  Biearas  with  their  chief  now  here  and  smoke  with  that 
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Mtiom  Wliftii  we  healrd  of  your  oomiiig  all  the  mUod* 
aroiilid  relumed  from  their  hunting  to  see  you,  in  hopes  ni 
reeeiyiiig  large  presents;  all  are  disappoiBted  and  some  dis* 
eontented;  for  his  part  he  was  not  much  so,  thon^  his  vil- 
lage  was.  He  added  that  he  would  go  and  see  his  great  t^ 
tber  the  president.  Two  of  the  steel  traps  stolen  from  the 
Flrenehmen  wiere  then  laid  before  eaptain  Clarke,  and  the 
women  toooght  about  twelve  bushels  of  com.  After  the  ehief 
had  finishedf.  eaptain  Clarke  made  an  answer  to  the  speech 
and  then  returned  to  the  boat*  where  he  found  the  chief  of 
tiie  third  Tillage  and  Kagohami  (the  little  Raven)  who 
smoked  and  talked  about  an  hour.  After  they  left  the  boat 
the  grand  efa|ef  of  the  Maadans  eame  dressed  in  the  clothes 
we  had  given  him,  with  his  two  children,  and  begged  to  see 
the  mien  dance,  in  which  they  willingly  gratified  him. 

Thursday,  November  1st.  Mr.  M<Cracken,  the  trader 
whoni  we  found  here,  set  out  to*day  on  his  return  to  the 
British  fort  and  factory  on  the  Assiniboio  river,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  mfles  from  this  place.  He  took  a  letter 
from  eaptain  Lewis  to  the  northwest  company,  inclosing  a 
eqpy  Qt  the  passport  (p*anted  by  the  British  minister  in  the 
United  States.  At  ten  o'clock  the  diiefs  of  the  lower  vil- 
lage airived;  they  rei|nested  that  we  would  call  at  their  vil- 
lage Ibr  some  com,  that  they  were  willing  to  make  peace 
with  the  Rieara8,that  they  had  never  provoked  the  war  be- 
tween them,  but  as  the  Bicaras  had  killed  some  of  their 
ekiefs  they  had  retaliated  on  them;  that  they  had  killed 
thmn  like  inrds,  till  they  were  tired  of  killing  them,  so  that 
ttey  wonld  sead  a  chief  and  some  warriors  to  smoke  with 
theiB^  lathe  evening  we  dropped  down  to  the  lower  vil- 
lage where  eaptain  Lewis  went  on  shore,  and  eaptain  Clarke 
pveeeded  to  a  point  of  wood  on  the  north  side. 

Friday,  November  3.  He  therefore  went  up  to  the  vil- 
lage wheio  eleven  bushd^of  oom  were  prjcseoted  to  him. 
In  tiso  meantime  eaptain  Ctariie  went.4pwn  with  the  boatu 
Ulree  miles,  a«d  haviag  found  a  good  position  where  there 
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was  plenty  of  Umber,  eneainped  and  began  to  fell  trees  fo 
build  oar  bats.  Onr  Rieara  ehief  set  out  witb  one  Mandan 
ebief  and  several  Minnetare«  and  Mandan  warriors^  tbe  wind 
was  from  the  southeast^  and  the  weather  being  fine  a  erowd 
of  Indians  eame  down  lo  risit  us. 

Saturday  3.  We  now  began  the  buildfaig  of  onr  ealnasy 
and  the  Frenehmen  who  are  to  return  to  St.  Louis  are  build* 
ing  a  periogue  for  the  purpose.  We  sent  six  men  in  a  periogue 
to  hunt  down  the  rirer.  We  were  also  foKunate  enough  to 
engage  in  our  senriee  a  Canadian  Frenehmen,  who  had  been 
with  the  Chayenae  Indians  on  die  BlaelL  mountains,  and 
last  summer  deseended  thenee  by  the  Little  Missouri.  Bir« 
Jessaume  our  interpreter  also  eame  down  with  his  squaw  and 
ehildren  to  live  at  our  eamp.  In  the  evening  we  roeehred  a 
visit  from  Kagohami  or  litde  Raven,  whose  wife  aeeompa- 
sied  him,  bringing  about  rixty  weight  of  dried  meat,  a  rdbe 
and  a  pot  of  meaL  We  gave  him  in  return  a  pieee  of  tobao- 
eo,  to  his  wife  an  axe  and  a  few  small  articles,  and  both  of 
them  ^ntthe  night  at  our  eamp.  Two  beavers  were  eangfat 
in  traps  this  morning. 

Sunday  4.  We  eoatinued  our  labours:  the  timber  wkieh 
we  employ  is  large  and  heavy,  andehiefly  eonsists  of  eottoD- 
wood  and  elm  with  some  ash  of  an  inferior  size.  Great  num* 
bers  of  tlie  Indians  pass  our  eamp  on  their  hunting  exeur- 
aions:  the  day  was  clear  and  feasant,  but  last  night  was  very 
ooM  and  there  was  a  white  frost. 

Monday  i.  The  Indians  are  all  out  on  their  hunting  par- 
tias:  a  eamp  of  Mandans  cMight  within  two  days  one  hm* 
dred  goats  a  short  distanee  below  ui:  their  mode  of  huntiag 
them  is  to  form  a  large  strong  pen  or  foUU  from  whioh  * 
fence  made  of  bushes  gradually  widens  on  each  side:  the  aai- 
mals  are  surrounded  by  the  hunteva  and  gMlly  driven  t»- 
vrards  this  pen,  in  which  they  impereeptiUy  ted  themsdvea 
inclosed  and  are  then  at  the  mercy  of  the  hunters.  Tbe 
weather  is  cloudy  and  the  wind  modkrate  from  the  nortli- 
west.    Lata  at  night  we  were  awaked  by  the  sergeant  on 
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guard  to  see  the  beautifal  {rihenomenon  ealled  the  northeni 
i%ht:  aleiig  the  northern  Ay  was  a  large  spaee  oeeupiei 
hy  a  light  of  a  pale  but  hriHiant  white  eolour:  whieh  ri- 
stag  from  the  horizon  extended  itself  to  nearly  twenty  de- 
grees above  it.  After  glittering  for  some  time  its  eolomrt 
would  be  oTereast,  and  almost  obsenred,  but  again  it  would 
burst  out  with  renewed  beauty;  the  uniform  eolour  was  pak 
light»  but  its  shapes  were  Tarious  and  fantastie:  at  tinMO 
the  sky  was  lined  with  light  eoloured  streidi:s  rising  perpe^* 
«Beularly  from  the  horizour  and  gradually  expandiag  into  a 
body  of  light  in  whieh  we  eould  traee  the.  floating  eolumns 
sometimes  adraneing,  sometimes  retreating  and  shiqniq; 
into  infinite  forms»  the  spaee  in  whieh  they  nunred.  It  aU 
faded  away  before  the  morning.    At  daylight^ 

Tuesday  6,  the  elouds  to  the  noKh  were  darkening  and 
the  wind  rose  high  from  the  northwest  at  ei(^t  o'eloek,  nd 
eontinued  edd  during  the  day.  Mr.  Grayelines  and  tmt 
others  who  eame  with  us  returned  to  the  Riearas  in  a  small 
periogue,  we  gave  him  direetions  toaeeompany  some  of  the 
Weara  ehiefs  to  the  seat  of  goyemment  in  the  spring. 

Wednesday  7.  Tke  day  wae  temperate  but  eloudy  and 
Ibggy^  and  we  were  enabled  to  go  on  with  our  work  with 
mueh  expedition. 

Thursday  89  The  morning  again  cloudy;  our  huts  ad- 
nmoe  very  well>  and  we  are  visited  by  numbers  of  Indians 
who  eome  to  let  their  horses  graze  near  us:  in  the  day  the 
Ihhwb  are  let  loose  in  quest  of  grass,  in  the  night  they  are 
eoUeeted  and  reeeive  an  armfull  of  small  boughs  of  the 
eottonwoody  whieh  being  Tory  Juiey,  soft  and  brittle,  form 
nvtiMotts  and  agreeable  food:  the  frost  this  morning  was 
very  serere,  the  weathw  during  the  day  eloudy  and  the  wind 
from  the  nortfairest.  We  procured  from  an  Indian  a  weasel 
perftetly  white  except  tiie  extremity  of  the  tail  vviiieh  was 
Mack:  great  numbers  of  wild  geese  are  passing  to  the  sooth, 
butiheir  flight  is  too  high  fbr  us  to  procure  any  of  them* 
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NMonber  10.  We  li^d  agahi  a  raw  day,  a  MHiiweit 
Wtedf  but  r^se  early  ia  hopes  «f  fisithiag  ear  vrori^s  befen 
ike  extreme  eold  begins.  A  chief  who  is  a  half  Pawnee 
•atoe  to  us  and  brought  a  present  of  half  a  ballUoe,  in  rs* 
tarn  for  whieh  we  gave  him  some  small  presents  and  a  few 
•riieles  to  his  wife  and  eon:  he  then  crossed  the  river  in 
a  bnifiUoe  skin  euoe;  his  wife  took  the  boat  on  ber  baek  and 
oarried  it  to  the  viHage  three  odles  oill  Large  floeks  of  geese 
attd  bnuit>  and  also  a  few  dneks  are  passing  towards  the  sooth. 

Ennday  il.  The  weather  is  eold.  We  reeeiTed  the  visit 
of  two  squaws,  prisoners  from  the  Rock  mooatains,  and  par- 
Aased  by  Ghabonean.  The  Mandaiis  at  this  time  are  oat 
knnting  the  baffiUoe. 

Monday  If.  The  last  night  had  be^i  cold  and  this  mora- 
lag  we  had  a  very  hard  frost:  the  wind  changeable  dnriog 
the  day,  ahd  some  ice  appears  on  the  edges  of  the  riTert| 
swans  too  are  passing  to  the  south.  The  BigWUte  came  dowo 
to  ns,  harfaig  paoked  oa  the  baek  of  his  sqnaw  about  one 
hundred  pounds  of  very  fine  meat:  for  which  we  gave  him 
as  well  as  the  squaw  some  presents,  particularly  an  axe  to 
the  woman  with  whieh  she  was  very  much  pleased. 

Tuesday  15.  We  this  morning  unloaded  the  boat  and 
stowed  away  the  contents  in  a  storehonse  which  we  have 
built.  At  half  past  ten  ice  began  to  float  down  the  river  for 
the  first  time:  in  the  course  of  the  morning  we  were  visited 
by  the  Black  Cat,  Poscapsahe,  who  brought  an  Assiniboin 
chief  and  seven  warriors  to  see  us.  This  man,  whose  name 
is  Chechawk,  is  a  chief  of  one  out  of  three  bands'  of  Assini- 
boins  who  wander  over  the  plains  between  the  Missouri  and 
Assiniboin  during  the  summer,  and  in  the  winter  carry  the 
spoils  of  their  hunting  to  the  traders  on  the  Assiniboin 
river,  and  occasionally  come  to  this  place:  the  whole  three 
bands  consist  of  about  eight  hundred  men.  We  gave  hini  a 
twist  of  tebaceo  to  smoke  with  his  people,  and  a  gold  eord 
for  himself  the  Sioux  also  asked  for  whiskey  which  we  refu- 
sed to  give  them.  It  snowed  all  day  and  the  air  was  very  eold* 
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W^dMidty  i4.  The  livw  iHMe  last  ii|^  Ifitf  M  1^ 
Mi  11  Mv  filled  wlOiflmtiiq;  fee.  Tyanenriagwrnieles^y 
wUh  leiM  snow:  about  sereoty  hnlgei '  ef  Atiiiihmi  —i 
sane  SLoistenaox  are  «t  tlie  Maadaa  Tillaf^  and  tUa  belag 
tlie  day  efadoptkni  aad  exohaage  ofprepeHy  betweeatlMa 
aHf  it  is  aecoBipaaied  by  a  danee,  whieh  preveatt  ear  seeiaf 
aHM>e  than  two  ladiaat  to-day:  those  Kaktenfyx  are  a  baad 
of  ChippewayB  whose  hmguage  they  speakf  they  live  oa  the 
Ajftiaiboin  and.Saskashswaa  riTors^  nd  are  about  two  han* 
dired  and  forty  men.  Wo  sent  a  man  dowa  on  horsobadL  to 
see  what  had  beecoie  of  our  huBters,  and  as  wo  apprehend 
a  failare  of  proTtskms  we  have  reeourse  to  oar  pork  thfe 
ef  eidfig.  Two  Freaehmen  who  had  been  below  retamed  with 
twenty  beayer  whieh  they  had  eaoght  in  traps. 

Tharsday  15.  The  morning  again  eloudy^  and  the  iee 
rnoAing  thieker  than  yesterday^  the  wind  Tariable.  The 
Kan  oame  baek  with  infonaalion  that  oar  haaters  were 
abeut  thirty  miles  below,  and  we  iaiBiediately  sent  an  order 
to  them  to  make  their  way  through  the  fioatiag  iee,  to  a»- 
lift  them  in  wUeh  we  seat  some  tin  for  the  bow  of  the  pe- 
iperiogne  and  a  towr^e.  The  oeremoay  of  yesterday 
•eem  to  eontinne  still,  for  we  were  not  Tiiited  by  a  single 
Indian.    The  swan  are  still  passing  to  the  south. 

FfMay  le.  We  had  a  rery  hard  white  ftwt  this  mom- 
iiig»  the  trees  are  all  eovered  with  iee,  and  the  weather  elotip 
ly.  The  mea  this  day  mored  iato  the  hnts,  althongh  they 
are  not  finished.  In  the  evening  some  horses  were  sent  down 
to  the  wooda  near  us  in  order  to  prevent  their  being  stolen  by 
the  Assiniboins,  with  whom  some  diffiealty  is  now  appre- 
hended. An  Indian  eame  down  with  four  buflkloe  robes 
and  some  cem,whiehheoflhredforapistol,butwas  refused. 

Saturday,  November  i7.  Last  night  was  very  eold,  and 
Ihe  iee  ia  the  river  to-day  is  thieker  than  hitherto.  We  are 
totally  oeoupied  with  our  huts,  but  reeeired  visits  from  Beve- 
ls tadiaas. 
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BuaiijrtlknmAerlS.  To^dftyw^iuidft^Mivfaidljri 
log;  tbeBlMkCiateftiM  to  MeuhMd  oeeapied  lufiMr  a  totf 
tiaiewkhqMfltioiismtlieasagMtfMreoiuitirj.  Hemaite- 
#dthalaoomwa  ImuI  been  feddyt^enbiy  tb  deUbenUeM  llui 
•tato  of  tkeir  oflUrs.  It  aeeais  tbot  not  long  ago*  a  partj  of 
8kmx  fell  in  with  some  hones  boloagiiigtoche  MiBAelareoo» 
aiidearried<j^m4>ff;  but  ia  their  flight  thej  were  met  hgr 
some  Auinibmas,  who  kfllod  the  Sioax  and  kept  the  horsea: 
a  Frenehman  too  who  had  lived  manjr  years  among  the 
MandalUt  waslatdy  idUedon  hisroote  to  the  British  fsetoiy 
on  the  Assiniboin;  some  smallei^differenees  existed  between 
the  two  nations,  all  of  whieh  being  diseossed,  the  eonaeil  do- 
eided  that  they  wonM  not  resent  Ihe  reeent  insults  from  the 
Assiniboins  and  Kabtenanx,  nntil  they  had  seen  whether 
we  had  deeeived  them  or  not  in  our  promises  of  famishing 
them  witharms  and  ammunition*  They  had  been  disappoiaitod 
in  their  hopes  of  reeeiTing  thorn  from  Mr.  Evans  and  wave 
afraid  that  we  too,  like  him,  might  tell  them  what  was  not 
true.  We  advised  them  to  eontiane  at  peaee^  that  supplies 
of  every  kind  would  no  doubt  arrive  fo^  them»  but  that  time 
was  neeessary  to  organize  the  trade.  Hie  fi^t  is  that  the 
Assiniboins  treat  the  Mandaas  as  the  Sioax  do  the  JBaearas; 
by  their  vieiaity  to  the  BriUsb  thciy  get  all  the  supplies^ 
which  they  withhold  or  give  at  ploMara  t^  the  ranoter 
Indians:  the  consequence  is,  that  Jbowever  baiPy  treated* 
the  Mandans  and  Riearas  are  very  slow  to  retaliate  lest  thqr 
sholdlose  their  trade  altogether. 

Monday  19.  The  ice  eontinneato  float  in  the  river,  the 
wind  high  from  the  northwest,  and  the  w  iinihiir  eold.  Onr 
hunters  arrived  from  their  excursion  below,  and  bring  a  vmy 
flue  supply  of  thirty-two  deer,  eleven  elk,  and  five  bufiUoey 
ail  of  which  was  hung  In  a  smokehouse. 

Tuesday  90.  We  this  day  moved  into  oar  huts  which  ara 
now  completed.  This  place  which  we  call  Fort  ^frndnn,  ia 
sitai^ed  in  a  point  of  low  ground,  on  the  north  sid^  rf  the 
Missouri,  covered  vdth  tall  and  heavy  cottonwood.    The 
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^ftkeMtmrniri,  iff 

works  eontitt  of  tiro  rows  of  hats  or.  slio4i^  fenites  n 
wglo  where  they  Joined^  eaeh  othei^  emeh  row  eostainiBg 
fbor  rooms,  of  fourteen  feet  square  and  sereii  fe^  h]gli» 
with phmk  eleliiig,  and  the ro<^ slanting  so  as  toform  aldl 
alioye  the  rooms,  the  highest  part  of  whieh  is  eighteen  Coot 
from  the  grdnnd:  the  backs  of  the  huts  fmrmed  a  wdtt  of 
tfiat  height,  and  opposite  the  angle  theplaeeof  the  waU  wis 
supplied  by  ^cketing:  in  the  area  were  two  rooms  tat 
stores  and  provisions.  The  latidnde  by  observation  is  47^ 
Si'  47%  and  the  computed  distance  from  the  month  rftho 
Missouri  sixteen  hundred  miles. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  several  Indians  came  down  to 
partake  of  our  fk^sh  meat;  among  the  rest,  three  chiefr  of 
the  second  Mandan  vUlage.  They  inform  us  that  the  Sioux 
on  the  Missouri  above  the  Chayeme  river,  threaten  to  at- 
tack them  this  winter;  that  these  Sioux  are  much  irritated 
at  the  Bicaras  for  having  made  peace  through  our  means 
with  the  Mandans,  and  have  lately  ill  treated  three  Biearas 
who  carried  the  pipe  of  peace  to  them,  by  beating  them 
and  taking  away  their  horses.  We  gave  them  auuranees 
that  we  would  protect  them  from  all  their  enemies* 

November  2ist.  The  weather  was  this  ^ay  fine:  the 
river  clear  of  ice  and  rising  a  little:  we  are  now  settled  in 
our  new  winter  habitation,  and  shall  wait  with  much  anxie- 
ty the  first  return  of  spring  to  continue  our  journey. 

The  villages  near  which  we  are  establiriied  are  five  in 
number,  and  are  the  residence  of  three  distinct  nations:  the 
Mandans,  the  Ahnahaways,  and  the  Sfinnctarees.  The  his« 
tory  of  the  Mandans,  as  we  received  it  from  our  interpret- 
crs  and  Arom  the  chiefs  themselves,  and  as  it  is  attested  by 
eusting  monuments,  iUustrates  more  than  that  of  any  other 
nation  the  unsteady  movements  and  the  tottering  ibrtunos 
of  the  American  nations.  Within  the  recoUeetion  at  Uving 
witnesses,  the  Mandans  were  settled  for^  years  ago  in  nine 
villages,  the  ruins  of  whieh  we  passed  about  eif^ty  miles 
vol.  I,  ^  s 
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belowy  and  ntuated  seven  en  ihe  west  and  two  oa  tke 
east  side  ef  the  Missoari.    The  two'findiDg  themsehek 
wasting  away  before  the  small-pox  and  the  Sioax,  united 
into  one  villii^y  and  moTod  up  the  riTer  oppolite  to  the  Ri- 
earas.    The  same  causes  redueed  the  remaining  seven  to 
five  villages,  till  at  length  they  emigrated  in  a  body  to  the 
lUcara  nation,  where  they  formed  themselves  into  two  vil- 
lages, and  joined  those  of  their  eountrymen  who  had  gone 
before  them*  In  their  new  residenoe  they  were  still  inseeure, 
lUid  at  length  the  three  villages  ascended  the  Missouri  to 
their  present  position.  The  two  who  had  emigrated  together 
sti}l  settled  in  the  two  villages  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
Missouri,  while  the  single  village  took  a  position  on  the 
southeast  side*    In  this  situation  they  were  found  by  those 
who  visited  them  in  1796;  since  which  the  two  villages  have' 
united  into  one*    They  are  now  in  two  villages,  one  on  the 
southeast  of  the  Missouri,  the  other  on  the  opposite  side, 
and  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  across.    The  first,  in 
an  open  plain,  contains  about  forty  or  fifty  lodges,  built  in 
the  same  way  as  those  of  the  Ricaras:  the  second,  the  same 
number,  and  both  may  raise  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
men*  « 

On  the  same  side  of  the  river,  and  at  the  distance  of  four 
miles  from  tlie  lower  Mandan  village,  is  another  called  Ma- 
haha.  It  is  situated  in  a  high  plain  at  the  mouth  of  Knife 
Hver,'and  is  the  residenoe  of  the  Ahnahaways.  This  na- 
tion, whose  name  indicates  that  they  were  «  people  whose 
village  is  on  a  hill,''  formerly  resided  on  the  Missouri,  about 
thirty  miles  below  where  they  now  live.  The  Assiniboins 
and  Sioux  forced  them  to  a  spot  five  miles  higher,  where 
the  greatest  part  of  them  were  put  to  death,  and  the  rest 
emigrated  to  their  present  situation,  in  order  to  obtain  an 
assylum  near  the  Minnetarees.  They  are  called  by  the 
French,  Soulier  Noir  or  Shoe  Indians;  by  the  Mandans* 
Wattasoons,  rad  their  whole  force  is  about  fifty  men. 
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DJ^  the  Jmmm»U  tu 

On  the  ftouth  side  of  Uie  lame  Kaife  riT«r»  kilf  a  toib 
ab6Te  the  Mahaha  and  in  the  lame  apea  plain  with  it*  is  a 
Tilli^  of  Minnetarees  larnamed  Metaharta^  who  are  abeat 
ene  hundred  and  fiftj  men  in  number.  On  the  apposite  side 
ef  Knife  riTer^  and  one  and  a  half  mile  above  this  Tillage 
18  a  seeond  of  MlnnetareeSf  nrho  maj  be  eonsidered  as  the 
proper  Minnetaree  nafion.  It  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  low 
^aiUf  and  eontains  four  hundred  and  fifty  warriors.  The 
aecounts  which  we  reeeiyed  of  the  Minnetarees  were  eontra- 
dietory.  The  Mandans  say  that  this  people  eatte  out  af  the 
^ater  to  the  east,  and  settled  near  them  in  their  former 
establishment  in  nine  villages;  that  they  were  very  name- 
roasy  and  fixed  themselves  in  one  village  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  Missouri.  A  quarrel  about  a  buffaloe  divided  the 
natiouy  of  which  two  bands  went  into  the  plains,  and  were 
known  by  the  name  of  Crow  and  Paunch  IndianSy  and  the 
rest  moved  to  their  present  establishment,  llie  Minneta* 
rees  proper  assert,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  grew  where 
they  now  livCf  and  will  never  emigrate  from  the  spot|  the 
great  spirit  having  declared  that  if  they  moved  they  would 
all  die.  They  also  say  that  the  Minnetarees  Metaharta^ 
that  is  MinneUrees  of  the  Willows,  whose  language  with 
very  little  variation  is  their  own,  came  many  years  ago  front 
the^ains  and  settled  near  them,  and  perhaps  tlie  two  tradi- 
tions may  be  reconciled  by  the  natural  presumption  that 
tflese  Minnetarees  were  the  tribe  known  to  the  Mandani. 
below,  and  that  they  ascended  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
rejoining  the  Minnetarees  proper?  These  Minnetarees  are 
part  of  the  great  nation  called  Fall  Indians,  who  ^eupy 
the  intermediate  country  between  the  Missouri  and  the 
teskaskawan,  aad  who  are  known  by  the  name  of  Mioneta* 
rees  of  the  Missouri,  and  Minnetarees  of  Fort  de  Prairie; 
that  is,  residing  near  or  rather  frequenting  the  establish- 
ment in  the  prairie  on  the  Saskaskawan.  These  Minnetarees 
indeed,  told  us  that  they  had  relations  on  the  Saskaskawan, 
whom  they  had  never  known  till  they  met  them  in  war. 
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mad  lumt^  esgaf^d  in  tlie  ai|^t  were  asteniihed  at  Aieo- 
Tering  tbat  they  were  if^tiiig  wilk  mem  wlie  spoke  ihi^ 
own  laagaa^  Tlie  name  of  GfOBYenU^s*  or  Bigbelliet 
is  giren  to  tbese  Miuetareesy  as  well  as  to  all  the  Fall  In- 
dians. The  inhabitants  of  these  £ye  Tillages^  all  of  wjiieii 
are  within  the  disCanee  of  six  mile^,  liye  in  harmony  with 
eaeh  other.  The  Ahnahaways  understand  in  part  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Blinnetarees:  the  dialeetrf  the  Mandans  dif- 
fers widely  from  both;  but  their  long  residenee  together  has 
insennbly  blended  (hdur  mannersy  and  oeeasiimed  s<nne  ap- 
proximation in  languagOf  partieularly  as  to  olgects  of  dail|y 
oeeurrenee  and  obTious  to  the  senses* 

November  22.  Hie  morning  was  flnox  and  the  day  warm. 
We  purohased  from  the  Mandaas  a  quantity  of  com  of  a^ 
mixed  eolour,  whieh  they  dug  up  in  ears  from  h<rfes  made 
near  the  front  of  their  lodges,  in  whieh  it  is  buried  during  Iha 
winter:  this  morning  the  sentinel  informed  us  that  an  Indkui 
was  about  to  kill  his  wife  near  the  fort;  we  went  down  to  the 
Imuse  of  our  interpreter  where  we  found  the  parties^  and 
after  forbiditing  any  violence^  inquired  into  the  cause  of  IttS 
.   mtending  to  eommit  such  an  atroeity.    It  appeared  that 
some  days  ago  a  quarrel  had  taken  |^e  between  him  and 
his  wife,  in  eonsequenee  of  which  she  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  house  where  the  two  squaws  of  our  interpreter  Uv^ 
by  ruuning  away  sh^  forfeited  her  life,  whieh  might  have 
,been  ^wfuUy  taken  by  the  husband.  About  two  days  ago  sli^ 
had  returned  to  the  Tillage,  but  the  same  evening  came  baok 
to  the  fort  much  beaten  aM  stabbed  in  three  places,  and  tho 
husband  now  came  for  the  purpose  of  completing  bis  reyengor 
He  obscrred  that  he  had  lent  her  to  one  of  our  seijewts  for 
a  night,  and  that  if  he  wanted  her  he  would  give  her  to  him 
altogether:  wegaye  him  a  few  presents  and  tried  to  persuade 
him  to  take  his  wife  home;  the  grand  chief  too  ha^ened  to 
arriye  at  the  saoM  moment,  and  reproached  him  with  his 
yiolence,  till  at  length  they  went  off  ti^ther,  bat  by  no 
means  in  a  state  of  much  apparent  loye. 
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N«veiih«r  »«  Again  we  ImmI  a.lUr  ud  iMPflldi^, 
tbe  wind  firem  the  MuUieasI:  the  river  h  1I0W  «t  a  stand 
▼11^  riMa  four  faiehes  hi  th^  whole. 

NoTember  24.  The  wind  eonthraed  from  the  same  quar- 
ter and  the  weather  was  warm:  we  were  oeenpied  in  inish- 
iag  our  hnts  and  maki  ng  a  large  rope  of  elk-skin  to  draw  our 
heat  on  the  bank. 

Sunday,  November  t5.  The  weather  is  stffl  fine,  warm 
and  feasant*  and  the  fiver  fSdls  one  ineh  and  a  hal£  Cap- 
tain Lewis  went  on  an  exeursion  ioUie  viUagesaeeonqmnied 
hf  eight  men.  A  Minnetaree  oiiief»  the  first  who  has  visi- 
ted us,  eame  down  to  the  fort:  his  name  was  Waukerassai  hut 
aslmth  the  interpreters  had  gone  with  eaptain  Lewis  we 
were  obliged  to  eontee  our  eiviUties  to  some  presents  with 
wUdi  he  was  nraeh  j^ieased:  we  now  eompleted  our  hutsy 
and  fwtunaidy  too,  tvt  the  next  day, 

Monday,  Novendber  26,  before  daylight  the  wind  shifted 
to  the  northwest,  and  Uew  very  hard,  with  eloudy  weather 
and  a  keen  eold  air,  whieh  eoi^ned  us  mneh  and  prevei^ed 
us  from  working;  the  niglU  eontinued  very  eold,  and, 

Tuesday  M7,  the  weather  eloudy,  the  wind  e<^tinuing 
from  the  northwest  and  the  river  erowded  with  floating  iee. 
(^qptain  Lewis  returned  with  two  ehiefs  Mahnotah^  an  AJina- 
haway,  audMinnessurraree  a  Minnetaree,  and  a  third  war- 
rior: they  explained  to  us  that  the  reason  of  their  not  having 
•erne  to  see  us,  was  that  the  Mandans  had  told  them  ithat 
we  meant  to  eombine  with  the  Sioux  and  eut  them  off  in  the 
eouree  of  the  winter:  a  sas|^rion  ihereased  by  the  strength 
efthe  fort,  and  the  eireumstmiee  of  our  interpreters  having 
both  removed  there  with  their  families:  these  reports  we 
did  not  fidl  to  disprove  to  their  entire  satisfaetiony  and  amtt« 
sed  them  1^  every  attention,  partieularly  by  the  daneing  of 
die  nmi  wUeh  divwted  them  highly.  All  the  Indians  whom 
eaptain  Lewis  had  visited  were  very  well  disposed,  and  re- 
ertved  Um  with  great  kindness,  exeept  a  prineipal  ehief  of 
ene  of  the  upper  villages^  named  Mahpahpapan^assatoo  or 
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fittnied  WmmI,  who  mftde  «e  of  tW  ehiM^ed  iaift^^ 
Tefating  to  be  Men,  and  wImd  ei^taiB  Lewis  ealled  be  wte 
toM  Uie  eluef  w«8  ftot  at  bene,  h  the  eewse  ef  the  iegr 
MTen  ef  the  eortbwest  eoBpeoy't  tniers  hniTed  firem  the 
Ataaiboin  riTer,  and  eae  of  their  iaterpreters  liairiBg  mh 
dertahen  to  eireidate  aoioaK  the  ladiani  aafavewmUe  re- 
ports, it  beeonte  aeeessary  to  warn  them  of  the  eattseqaeaees 
if  they  did  not  desist  Areas  sasth  preeeediags*  The  rifor  fisU 
two  inches  to-day  and  the  weather  beeane  Tory  odUL 

Wedaesday  %9.  Aliont  eight  o'eloeb  last  eTeaiag  it  be^ 
gaato  saow  and  eontfamed  tfll  daybpeakf  after  wbieb  it  eeaa- 
ed  tffl  seten  o'eloekf  bat  then  resaaiedandeontiBBed  daiiag 
die  day,  the  weather  beiag  erid  and  the  rirer  fUl  of  Mit* 
i^;  iee:  abeat  eight  b'eieeh  Posaepsaha  eaaM  dowa  to  tisk 
as,  with  soaie  warriors;  we  gaTo  theai  praents  aad  Mier- 
tained  them  with  all  that  nrfght  aanase  their  eaffieeitj»  luiA 
at  parting  we  iM  theas  that  we  had  heard  of  the  British 
trader,  Mr.  Laroebe,  hairing  attempted  to  Astribnte  nedris 
aad  fags  among  them,  bat  that  those  embleas  ooaM  aet 
be  reeeired  from  any  other  than  the  Amerieaa  nation  with* 
oat  inearring  the  displeasare  ef  their  gr^t  father  the  jfte- 
sidisnt.  They  left  asoraeh  pleased  with  their  treatmeat.  The 
lirer  fdl  one  Ineh  to-day. 

Thursday  SO.  The  windisi^aia  froas  the  northwest,  the 
weather  cold,  and  the  snow  whieb  fdl  yesterday  and  hut 
night  is  thirteen  inches  in  depth.  The  rif  er  closed  durlag 
the  night  at  the  Tillage  aboTc^  aad  fell  two  feet;  bat  this  «f^ 
temiMmitbegan  torise  allttle.  Mr.  Laroebe,  the  priacipal 
of  the  seyen  traders^  came  w^  oae  of  his  mea  to  see  us;  w» 
told  him  that  we  shoald  not  permit  him  to  giro  medals  aad 
Bagg  to  the  Indbas;  he  declared  that  be  bad  no  such  iatea- 
tion,  and  we  then  soffered  him  to  mahe  use  of  oae  of  oar  h»- 
terpreters,  on  bis  stiputatiag  net  to  touch  any  subject  bat 
that  of  his  traffic  with  thenu  An  unfortonate  aeddeat  oc- 
curred to  sergeant  Pryor,  who  in  tahhig  down  the  boat's 
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dirnddar,  Bw  WM  it  «i&  tftor  fbitr  tridi 
HM  we  MpkMd  it 

Friday  30.  AbMteii^  a'tleekMliidiMieaaMtatketp. 
fMite  baalL  of  the  riTer,  eaUu^f  out  duit  he  had  Mmethfaq; 
te^rtaut  to  cemmwaMte,  aad  on  seadiBg  for  Usii  he  told 
laothat  iTd  Maadaat  liad  been  mot  about  eight  leagaet  to  the 
ootthwestlijraparty  of  8io«z»  who  had  killed  one  <^theni> 
^HNinded  two,  and  uken  nine  liortes;  Ihat  fiiwr  of  Um  Wat* 
taiooBi  were  ndsBiog,  and  tint  the  Mandan^  expected  an  at* 
taelu  We  thought  this  an  ezeeMentonpcrtnni^  to  diaeoiin- 
tonaiiee  the  i^}urioas  reports  againet  ns,  and  to  fix  the  wa- 
ving eonfidence  of  the  natioo.  Cap^n  €Iatke  therefwe 
uMantljr  erossed  the  rlv^  with  tweaty^hree  men  irtroi«gljF 
armed,  and  i^reling  the  town  appreaehed  it  flpom  behind^ 
Hisuiei^eetediqniearanee  sorprieedandahuunedtlie  ehieft, 
indHieanie  oat  to  meetldni,  aadeondneted  hinto  theirillage* 
He  then  teU  them  that  having  lieard  of  the  oirtrage  Jntt 
eotemtted,  he  had  oMne  to  asiiet  Uft  dntifUi  elrildb^B;  that 
if  tlMy  wonld  aMombto  their  waniors  and  those  of  the  na- 
Umkf  he  woald  lead  Hmm  agafaiet  the  Sionx  and  avenge  the 
Uoodof  thdr  eosatrymeo.  After  tome  minntefl  eonversa- 
tiin,  Oheenawthe  OuorevM  aroio;  *^  We  now  see,'*  saidhe, 
^  that  what  you  have  told  Of  btme,  iineeafttoon.aeoarenef» 
mieathrealen  to  attaek  OS  yoneome  to  proteetns  and  arerea* 
^toehastiee  those  who  have  apihonrUood.  We  did  indeed 
&tsD  to  yonr  good  talk,  Ibr  when  yon  tdd  ns  that  the  other 
natfawa  were  hielined  to  peaeo  witiins,  we  went  ont  eaveloss- 
tyi^  small  parties,  and  some  have  been  kiUed  bj  the  Sionx 
aadSiearas.  Bat  I  knew  that  the  Biearas  were Uars,  and 
X  toU  their  eMef  who  aeeompanied  you,  that  his  whole  bii# 
tioa  were  liars  ai^d  bad  men;  that  we  had  several  times  made 
apeaeewiA^them  whieh  they  w^^  the  first  to  break;  that 
vAeaever  we  please4we  might  dHK>t  them  like  buiRdoe,  hot 
that  we  had  no  wiih  to  kill  them;  thf^  we  wonU  not  saflEbr 
than  to  UQ  QBf  oar  sled  oar  bsraes;  and  dmt  aUhoogh  we 
agned  to  make  peaee  with  them,  beeaose  our  two  fhthero 
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de^fedit^  jetwedidBot  bdieretkat  tlwjirmddbefiHUb- 
f d  long.  Suehf  iuihesr,  was  my  langtwge  i»  them  in  yowr 
preaenee,  ud  you  see  that  iastead  of  liiteaii^;  to  your  good 
ooonseU  they  haye  s^t  oor  Mood*  A  few  &yi  ago  two 
Biearat  eame  here  and  told  09  that  two  of  thrir  YUlages  woio 
maidiig  moeeasiast  that  the  Sioux  were  slhrring  them  ip 
against  us»  and  that  yre  ought  to  take  eare  of  our  horsey 
yet  these  rery  Riearas  we  sent  home  as  soon  as  the  n«ws 
reaehed  us  to*dayf  lest  our  pe<^  should  Ull  them  in  the 
first  moment  of  grief  for  their  murdered  relatives,  Fomr 
of  the  Wattasoons  whom  we  expeeted  haek  in  sixteen  days 
haye  been  absent  twenty-four,  and  we  fear  haye  fallen.  But 
father  the  snow  is  now  deep»  the  weather  cold#  and  our  her* 
ses  eannot  travel  through  the  ptains:  the  murderers  have 
gone  off;  if  you  will  eondoet  us  in  the  qwtng>^  when  the  saow 
has  disappeared,  we  wiU  ass^nUe.all  the.surroundii^  war* 
riors  and  follow  yon*'* 

Captain  Cliurke  repMod  that  we  were  alwi^  wfflfaig  and 
aUe  to  defrad  them;  that  he  was  sorry  that  the  snow  pre* 
vented  their  marehing  to  meet  the  Sioux,  dnee  he  wished  to 
show  thmn  that  the  warriors  of  their  great  fitther  would 
ehastise  thoenemies  of  his  obedient  ehildren  who  opoaed 
their  ears  to  hie  adviee;  that  if  sene  Bioarashad  jolsed  ^e 
Sioux,  they  Aoold  remember  that  there  were  bad  mesi  in 
evny  nation,  and  that  they  should  not  be  oflfended  at  tiie 
Biearas  till  they  saw  whether  these  ill-disposed  men  wore 
eountenaneed  by  the  whole  tribe;  diat  the  Sioux  posseased 
great  iniumioe  over  the  Biearas,  whom  they  sundi^  witt 
military  stores,  and  sometimes  led  them  astn^,  beeause  they 
were  afraid  te  oppose  th^n:  but  that  this  should  be  the  less  of- 
fennve  uneo  theMaadans  themselves  were  under  the  same  ap- 
prehensions from  the  Assinib^s  and  Knistenaux,  and  Ant 
while  they  were  thus  dependant,  both  the  lUearas  and  Mun- 
dans  oug^t  to  keep  on  terms  with  thea*  powerful  nrigUbours^ 
whom  they  migr  afterwards  set  atdefianee,  when  i^  shall  sufi- 
l^y  them  with  araisy  and  take  them  uttd^  omr  pioleetion. 
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'  After  two  homn  oMferMiCkm  Mpteiii  dulce  Ml  tlie 
THlage.  l%e  ctaief  repeatedly  tkariLed  him  ftir  the  liiitherly 
ptoteeUm  he  had  gitcn  Ihem,  obserrhqj*  that  ihp  whele 
▼Uage  had  been  weepfag  all  algirt  and  day  fbr  the  brafe 
yeimg  nan  whe  had  been  ikin,  bat  now  they  woald  wipe 
their  eyiBs  and  weep  no  more  as  they  taw  that  their  fiilher 
wonid  protect  them*  Ht  tlien  erosted  the  river  on  the  iee 
and  retimed  en  thenordi  tide  to  the  fort  Tlie  day  as  well 
as  the  erening  was  eold,  and  the  rirer  rose  to  its  ISsrmer 
height. 

Saturday^  Deeemberi.  The  wind  was  fi*om  the  north- 
westf  and  the  whole  party  engaged  in  pioiceting  the  ftrt; 
AbOat  ten  o^doeic  the  lidf4»'other  of  tlie  man  who  had  been 
Idiledy  eame  to  inlton  as  that  six  Sharhas  or  Cliayenne 
Indiato  hpd  aiviiMd,  bringing  a  ^pe  of  peaoe,  and  that  their 
nation  was  tioree  days  mareh  behind  them.  Tluree  Paw- 
nees had  aeoompai^ed  the  Sharlns,  and  the  Maadans  being 
afraid  of  the  Sltttrtms  on  aeednnt  of  their  being  at  peaee 
>|dlh  the  Sienx,  wislmd  to  pnt  both  them  and  the  three 
Fawnees  to  death;  bnt  i^  ehiefs  had  feriiiddea  it  as  it 
woald  he  eentrmy  to  onr  wishes.  We  gave  him  a  {Nreseat 
oftobaoeo^  andidthongh  from  his  oonneilon  with  the  suf- 
iaror,  he  was  more  emMttored  against  the  Pawnees  than 
any  other  MnndeB»  yet  be  seemed  peffrotiy  satisfied  with 
oarpamfieoonnselsandadfice*  The  Mandaast  we  obserre^ 
eall  all  the  Bieiuras  by  the  mune  of  Pawaees;  the  name  of 
ttsaras  h&ag  that  1^  wfafeh  the  nation  distfaigolshes  itself. 
>  In  the  eteafag  we  wore  visited  iqr  a  Mr.  Henderson^  who 
eame  fr<Mn  the  Hndoon  b^r  eompany  to  trade  with  the  Min- 
BStaiees.  He  had  been  aboat  eight  days  on  his  rente  in 
noaify  soath,  and  broag^  with  him  tobaeeo, 
,  and  other  metehaadism  to  trade  frr  furs^  and  a  few 
gano  whidi  are  to  beeawhaagfid  tmr  horses. 

SimAiy^  Deeember  3.  Tfm  latter  part  of  the  efening 
sHMwaamy  and  athaweontinned  tUi  the  mormng^  when  the 
wfarf  shtfted  to  the  north.    At  eloTen  o'eledc  the  eUefs  of 
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lh»  hKTgr  tiiliigt  bf  i^liijtawi  flwr  rftto  BiMtfhti*  We 
ttpliif  <  to  thea  our  hitMitiwty  mad  advtied  them  te  f6« 
main  at  peaee  witii  eMh  •th^'t  we  abo  gare  Ikean  m  itf^ 
iMBe  tdbaeee^  aad  a  tpeeeii  fer  Amur  natioa.  llMse  wem 
aeeempaaied  b J  a  letter  to  mettfe.  Tabcaa  aad.Gtafeliaeii 
al  the  Bieara  ▼ttlaR«»  refoeitfaig  then  to  prewrf e  yeaee  H 
feftsihle^  aad  to  deelare  the  part  whieh  we  should  be  i 
to  take  if  the  Bicanu  aad  Siaax  Biade  war  on  these  ^ 
wehadadoiited.  AAar  dbtrttatiiig  a  fow  proMati  te  the 
Sharfaat  and  Mandans,  aad  ihowing  them  oar  carjeritiei 
we  dismiseed  theia»  titfmtmOj  weU  pleased  at  their  recq^ 

Mimday^  Deeember  3.  Ite  aMnih^  was  fi»e»  bat  ia 
the  afteraoea  the  weather  hesaaaeeiddwMi  the  whMl  flnua 
« the attrthwestr  ThefiUhereftheMaateai^  watklBed 
bm^ht  as  a  presrat  of  dried  paaipMaa  aad  teaM  pearfta* 
(aa,  for  whieh  we  gave  hha  wane  iaaUartfbiee.  Oareflar 
ef  aasistaaeetoaiwngethedeatheffabseateeBiedto  faaea 
predaeed  a  f|;ral)eftil  reqieetflma  Uai»  as  weH  aa  freia  the 
bretheri^the  deeeaaed^whhdi  pleased  as  mmh. 

Taesdayhth.  The  wind  eeatinaes  ftreai  Ae  aerthweati 
the  weather  ehiady  aad  raw>  and  the  tirer  rase  eae  iadi* 
Oseapsahe  and  two  yei^eliMi  pass^Oe  4mf  wMi  as«  The 
whale  retigion  of  the  Maadahs  eoasiits  hi  the  bdief  of  eae 
great  spirit  ptesldiag  over  their  deirtiaies*  This  being  OMHt 
beiatheaatareofagoodgeaiaBsfaiee  it  is  assof^ed  wtth 
the  heaUng  art,  aad  the  great  ipirit  is  syneayiaoas  with 
graat  medieine»  a  aaaM  also  applied  to  erary  thing  whieh 
they  do  aot  eooipiehead.  Eaeh  iadividQal  seleets  for  bias* 
self  the  partiealar  olfjeet  of  his  devotioB^  whieh  is  terassd 
his  medieiaet  aad  is  dMher  auae  iavkiUe  briag  »  aare 
eeiBniqaly  sense  aniawilj  whidi  theaesfcrwaid  beeesnes  hie 
protector  or  his  iatereeseer  with  the  great  q^t|  to  pro- 
pitiate whom  etery  atmtiM  is  larished,  aad  eteiy  per- 
soaal  eoasideratioa  is  saariieed.  « I  was  latriy  ewaar  of 
seTWteen  horse^^'  aridaMaadmi  to  as  ms  dajr, «« hat  I 
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ktve  dftmd  Uieia  dl  «p  to  ny  BMdWM  Md  rai  MW  pMrw** 
He  had  in  reality  takes  all  lus  wealthy  his  hones,  into  tke 
pbfai»  ani  imtwing  them  loose  eoimnitted  them  to  the  eare 
of  his  medi^oo  aad  ahaadoaed  them  foreven    TW  horses 
Itss  r^gioos  to(d(  tfare  i^themsehrest.aad  the  pious  notary 
tsareliedhome  oafoot.    l^eirbdief  in  a  fhtare  statek 
emmtod  irith  tUs  tradltiQii  of  thrir  origin:  the  lAelo 
aaHoii  reMed  ia  oae  large  irlUiHS^  aader  grsuad  near  a  siA- 
tMTaaooas  lakes  a  grape^tiae  extended  its  roota  dsnm  to 
dneil'hahitatim  aad^gate  them  a  Tiew  of  the  light:  some  of 
(ho  Bmft  adfeataron  ^med  dp  the  idae  and  were  deHghted 
irilh  the  dght  of  the  earttt  wUsh  they  liMNid  eoTored  widl 
boAdooandfiehwitheferykfaidof  Ihdts:  rotnmhigwith 
the  ipapes  Aey  had  gathered,  their  eoontrymen  were  so 
plaatfed  with  the  taste  of  them  that  the  whde  natSoa  ro- 
kolined  to  learn  tiMrddll  residenee  Ihr  the  eharms  ^  the 
«fper  roglsa;  meii»  woment  and  eUUrea  amended  by  raeaas 
of  ^ttko  fiaof  but  whstt  ahont  half  the  natlen  had  reaobed  the 
aariseo  c^the  earth,  a  eorprient  woman  wli^  was  elambep- 
iag  wg^  the  viae  'broke  it  with  her  weight,  and  closed  upon 
hersdf  aad  the  rest  of  the  natioa  the  ligbt  of  the  son. 
Those  who  were  left  on  earth  made  a  Tillage  below  where 
wo  saw  the  nine  Tillages;  and  when  tile  Mandans  die  they 
Mcpeet  to  retam  to  Aie  original  seats  of  tikeir  Ibrefathers; 
the  good  reasbing  the  ancient  Tillage  by  means  of  die  lake, 
TsUeh  the  bnrdea  of  the  sins  of  tb^  wicked  will  not  enable 
them  to  eroBS. 

Wednesday  5.  The  morning  was  eoM  and  disagreeable, 
tho  wind  from  the  soalheast  accompanied  wtdi  snow:  in  the 
ei^aittg  tbeie  was  snow  again  aad  the  wind  shifted  to  the 
iMMTtheast:  we  were  Tioitedl^  sOTeral  Indians  with  a  present 
9€  pms^Lhs,  and  by  two  of  the  traders  of  the  northwest 


Thursday  6,  The  wind  was  Tiolent  from  tben<n*tb  north- 
with  sMde  snow,  the  afar  keen  and  cold.   At  eS|^t 
e^eloefc  A«  M.  the  thermometer  stood  at  ten  degrees  aho^e 
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0,nA  ikt  rhrei*  mse  u  uiehMNl « Itfrifiiitlie  mwm  of  Hie 

FrMfty,  December  7.  The  wild  tCffl  eoniiiimd  flmii  the 
ael^west  and  the  dey  if  Terjr  ooid:  Shaheka  the  ddef  if 
the  lewer  Tillage  eaine  to  apprife  as  thai  the  baflUoe  wen 
Mar»  and  that  his  peo^  were  waiting  Ibr  ai  to  Jdn  thev 
ia  the  ehase:  eaptain  Cfatfk  with  tfleea  mea  went  mA  aai 
fbnad  the  laditas  engiged  ta  MHiig  tlie  baiUoe^  the  hun- 
ters mennted  en  liersebaelL  and  armed  with  bowi  aad  wot- 
rows  eneirele  the  ha?d,  and  graiaaily  drlt«  them  into  a 
fiain  or  an  open  j^iaee  ftflsr  the  meremenlts  of  horse;  they 
then  ride  in  Mnong'them^  ud  ^gUftg  ent  a  haflUoe^  a  fe- 
male being  prefemd»  go  aseloseas possible  and  weaad  her 
with  arrows  tffl  they  think  tiMj  have  gitM  the  asortal 
stroke;  whea  they  parsue  another  till  the  ^aiver  is  exhaast- 
ed:  iff  whieh  rardy  happens^  the  woaadod  bafhloe  attaeks 
the  hunter,  he  evades  his  Mo#  bj  the  agiHty  of  his  horse 
whieh  is  trained  fbrthe  eombat with  great  desterity.  Whea 
they  hare  kllM  the  requisite  number  they  eoDoet  thdr 
game,  and  the  squaws  aad  attendaate  eome  up  ft»om  the 
rear  and  skin  and  dress  the  animab.    Captain  Clarke  kil- 
led ten  boflMoe,  of  whieh  Are  only  were  brought  to  the  fort, 
the  rest  whieh  eould  not  beoouTeyed  home  being  seised 
1^  the  Indians,  among  whom  the  custom  is  that  wheneter 
a  buflUoe  is  found  dead  without  an  arrow  or  any  partieuiar 
mark,  he  is  Uie  property  of  the  finder;  so  that  often  a  hun- 
ter secures  scarcely  any  of  the  game  he  kiUs  if  the  ar- 
row hi^pens  to  fall  off:  whaterer  is  left  out  at  night  fhlls 
to  the  share  of  the  wolves,  who  are  the  constant  and  nu- 
merous attendants  of  the  buflUoe.    The  river  closed  op<- 
posite  the  fort  last  night,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness. 
In  the  morning  the  thermometer  stood  at  one  degree  be- 
low 0.    Three  men  were  baiHy  firostUttea  in  eonseqaeaee 
of  their  exposure. 

Saturday  8.  The  thermometer  stood  at  twelve  degrees 
bdow  0,  that  is  at  toHj^tm  degrees  below  the  ftrooafas 
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llfteen  men  weot  eat  to  hut  die  IniflUoe;  greet  neabers  of 
wliieli  dei4eii6d  the  pndries  ibr  a  eoeei^reUe  diitMee: 
Oey  did  not  retamtiU  after  det^lMiTiBg  UUed  eiglit  bnfi^ 
lee  and  One  dear.  llielMuit  wai^liowewf^yeiyfiUigai^yie 
they  irere  eb&ged  to  make  aeireait  at  the  diilaaee  of  more 
tkm  seyen  mttet:  theeoUtoo,  was  so  exeeiiiTe  that  the 
airwaslHedwidi  ley  paitides  Tesemblis«  a  Ibg,  aadtho 
sttttw  generally  six  or  eigkt  faielies  deep  and  sometimee 
e%hteeB,  in  eonsefiienee  of  MMi  two  of  the  fariy  were 
hurt  by  fliil%  and  setieral  Jmd  their  feet  fimOntten. 

Sunday  9.  The  wind  was  this  day  thmk  the  east^  the 
thermoBMter  at  sewn  degitees  abo?e  0»  and  the  son  Aone 
elear:  two  ehiefr  visttod  n%  «e  in  a  slei|^  drawn  by  a  dog 
and  loaded  w4dkmea*» 

Monday  10.  d^pteinCaarlLe  who  had  gone  oat  yesterday 
wUh  e%hteen  men  to  bring  iii  tt»  meat  we  had  kiUed  the 
dojy  beferoy  and  to  eontfane  the  hont^  eame  in  at  twelfo 
e^doek.  After  UUing  nhio  bnftdoe  and  preparing  that  al- 
fsndy  dead»  he  had  spent  a  eold  disagreeUe  night  on  the 
snow,  with  no  eoToring  bat  a  si^all  blanket,  shebered  by  the 
Udesofthebaftloetheyhadkilled.  We  observe  lai^ herds 
•f  bnflkloe  crossing  the  riyer  on  the  iee^  the  men  who  were 
ftostlAten  are  reeoyeringy  bnt  the  weather  is  still  ezeeed- 
iiigiy  eeld^  the  wind  being  f^m  the  norths  and  the  thermo* 
inciter  at  tm  and  deyen  degrees  below  0:  the  rise  of  the 
river  is  one  ineh  and  a  half. 

Taesday  ii.  The  weather  beeame  so  intensely  eold  that 
we  seat  for  aU  the  hunters  who  had  remained  out  with  eap- 
tam  Ghee's  party^and  they  returned  in  the  evening  several 
of  them  firostiUtten*  The  wind  was  from  the  north  and  the 
thtfmometer  at  sunrise  stood  at  twenty-one^  below  0,  the  it e 
m  the  atmosphere  being  so  thieitas  to  rondexstlSB  weather 
hazy  and  give  the  a^pearanee  <tf  two  suns  reiecti^g  eaeh 
others  TberrftvorooirtfaraesataBtand.  PoesfiNihemiideas 
aviijitto«d^r. 
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med  tbit  Ol  thMo  vimfhr^Uami0  (be Slwk  mwtetaffi 
bo<  tlMm  iTQ  giratt  Qmdmm  of  tiMW  abMl  mm  at  tUs  iMr 

imtt  oit  tafNre  ow  iii»ttitiiitfiii  w  hmhtdil  tfitfwtfy  <^ 
UioeUauite.   WdBiM»i»«AtlM»civero»dieiM»i«idftaAil 

Thnraday  13^  Lttt  vlgllt  hm  oImt  wA  ft  wry  Immmfj 
frost  eoiiered  Um  M  M0v>  Iho  dieraionotttr«liii|i  rioo  bo- 
k«twMilj4igroo4bolowQ»MdbU#w4k|yaftMdi^^  1ll» 
river  fiJia. 

Friday  14.  The  moraiag  wi^  fiaOf  and  Um  weedurk^ 
Ti«g  moderated  to  tmh  that  the  Mneax;  stood  af»e^aM 
Lewis  went  dawn  with  a  |Mrty  to  huiti  thpyptwaididahiwl 
eighteen  mitei,.  hat  the  huMoo  hemi«  left  the  badbiaf .tto 
rk er  they  saw  only  Iwe^  whiek  www  to  poor  a«  aot  ta  ha 
worth  kiltiog^aadthettwo^wr.  VatwilhitaMiag  the  «mi 
we  wore  viaitBd  by  a  lacge  eam^ber  of  Urn  Mjapdaaai 

Salardayilh  Cafitaia  Lewis  tedintaAgawfrot^wMdl* 
the  fort  huatiag  en  both  ddas  of  the  rivev,  bat  w|lh  aa  OM^ 
eesB.  r  The  wind  boiog  frees  the  north*  the  piorea^  at  ei|» 
rias  aight  degrees  beiow  ^  aad  tlui  saow  of  last  aight^i 
iacfa  and  a  half  in  depth.  TbelodiaaehiefiiwitiawtaiMt 
U9  torday  with  presents  of  meat. 

Sunday  i^  The  mumaogis  ebar  md  eoldtthe  ttaraary 
at  sunrise  ST  hotow  0.  A  Mr.  Umv  ^i^  two  other  pat- 
aoats  from  the  British  estaUishmeat  on  the  Amfiiikm,  anf  * 
ved  ia  six  dears  wiUi  a  letter  £ro«s  Mr.  Charles  tAabaaiUa^ 
one  of  the  eompaiqr*  wh»  with  rnaoh  paliteasaa  ^Bwredlta 
reader  nsomr  serme  in  his  powor. 

Monfayir.  The  weelhart»4ejr  was  erf*w  than  aiywa 
hadyot  eiiperijwieed,  tfe  thenansaeisr  at  saarisa  beiat.M« 
below  0,  and  about  e%ht  o*eloek  it  fell  t9  ri""  bcAiW  thelm» 
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Hgmi  nita»  ire  dhteissd  mmk  googrmpkied  MwioAiiw 
wilh  regttrd  to  the  ootntry  tetivMii  the  Mhtoliri  aat  Mb» 
liM^pi,  and  dM^mri^s  trfkM  of  Sidiix  irbo  inbalih  it. 

TbMby  i8«  l%otternM»Mi9>«tMnrite  itm  sr  bdow 
••   ^flie  Indians  bad  iavitod  os  yesterday  to  join  tbeir  ehaee 
iNday^  but  Aa  aataii  maa  nrkaka  wa  teat  retaniad  fa  aoafla- 
faaaaa  af  fta  a^  wkiah  was  m  semra  lait  iii^t  that  wa 
weaaabygad<alta(falliaaeiitift«lT(MpyadaTai7lifl^  hoar. 
1km  naftiiwaattndMtlMyfrairer  leftaaaa  tih^i^tunilia^ 
WadaaidiQF  It.  nCbm  weather  moderated,  aad  the  riiw 
laaemlMtle,  lo  ttait  wt  wwe  aaabkd  toeoatfaittathe  piafcet* 
lag  of  the  fart.    KoCwithttandlag  the  extreme  edd,  we  ab*^ 
•erre  thelMteiift  at  the  Tffiage  engaged  oal  ia  the  open  air 
it  a  game  whteh  reiiemUed  bnUards  more  than  aay  thing 
we  had  eoen,  aad  whieh  we  hiellMid  to  taspeet  may  haTo 
haan  aeqatred  by  aMieat  intereaarse  with  the  FVeneh  of 
From  the  flrsi  to  die  teeond  eMera  lodge,  a  dis- 
of  about  Mfy  yards,  was  eovered  with  timber  tmoodi- 
ad  aad  joined  10  as  to  be  as  level  as  the  floor  of  one  of  our 
heasetyWldi  a  battery  at  die  end  to  stop  the  rings:  these 
rings  were  of  elay*stone  uid  flat  like  the  eheqners  for  drafts, 
tad  the  niehs  were  aboat  few  fleet  long,  with  two  short  pie- 
eet  at  one  end  hi  the  fbftn  of  amaee,so  fixed  that  the  whole 
wUi  sBde  along  the  board.    Two  men  fix  themsehes  at  one 
m^  eaeh  provided  with  a  stick,  and  one  of  them  with  a  ring; 
they  then  mn  along  the  board,  and  aboat  halfway  slide  the 
aOdu  after  the  ring. 

Tliarsday  so.  tlie  whid  was  from  the  N.  W.  the  wea- 
ther moderate,  the  thermometer  tV  above  0  at  sunrise.  We 
availed  onrsdves  of  this  ehange  to  picket  the  fort  near  the 
rpNBr. 

Friday  ftl.  The  day  was  flfne  and  vrarm,  the  wind  N.  W. 
by  W.  Tlie  Indian  who  had  been  prevented  a  feW  days  ago 
frstthflilag  fai^  wife,  came  wit!k  both  his  wives  to  die  fibrt, 
aad  was  very  desiroas  of  reconciling  oar  qiterpreter,  a  jaa- 
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lousy  agiiMt  wImmii  ob  MMoat  of  his  yri/kf^  taking  left^fe 
IB  his  lioose,  had  been  the  eame  f^hisasiiMsity.  A  wasus 
bronght  heKehild  with  ta  abeeess  in  the  le>srer  part  eftiie 
baekf  "and  oflhred  as  liiaeh  eom  as  she  eenld  earry  fiur  seae 
nedieine^  weadfflianteredtdiirfoowfeferyehewfiiQjr. 

Satardajf  tuL  A  nnndber  of  sqnaws  and  men  dressed 
ISke  squaws  brongfat  eorn  to  trade  ftf  shmU  artides  widi 
die  men*  Among  other  things  we  proenred  two  home  nf 
the  animal  ealled  bj  the  Freneh  the  Book  Bfeoanlain  sheep, 
and  known  to  the  Handans  I7  the  name  9i  ahsahta.  Tho 
animal  itself  is  about  the  sine  rf  a  small  elk  or  large  dsier: 
the  horns  winding  like  those  of  a  ram  whieh  they  rennmhie 
also  in  texture,  though  larger  and  tUeker. 

Sunday,  SSd.  Tlie  weather  was  fine  and  warm  like  tkU 
of  yesterday:  we  were  again  visited  I7  erewds  of  Indians  nf 
all  descriptions,  who  eame  either  to  trade  or  firom  mere  onrii* 
osity.  Among  the  rest  Kogabnmi,  the  little  IhiTen,  brougkt 
bis  wife  and  son  loaded  with  e«m,  and  she  then  enterteiaod 
us  with  a  fuToiurite  Mandan  dish,  a  mixture  of  pumpkiaa, 
beans,  eom,  and  chokeeherrles  with  the  stones,  ail  boiM 
together  in  a  kettle,  and  Ibrming  a  oMnposition  hy  no  meaas 
unpalatable. 

Monday,  ttth.  The  day  eontinued  warm  and  pleasant, 
and  tiie  number  of  visitors  became  trouUesome.  As  a 
present  to  ^ree  of  the  chiefs,  we  divided  a  fillet  of  shaqi' 
skin  which  we  brought  for  spunging  into  three  pieces  eaeli 
of  two  inches  in  width;  they  were  delighted  at  the  gift, 
which  they  deemed  of  equal  value  with  a  fine  horse.  We 
this  day  completed  our  fort,  and  the  next  rooming  being 
Christmas, 

Tuesday,  29th,  we  were  awaked  before  ^  by  a  die- 
charge  of  three  platoons  from  the  party.  We  had  told  tiie 
bdiaas  not  to  visit  us  as  it  was  one  of  our  great  medieiBe 
days;  so  that  the  men  remafaied  at  home  and  amused  iMns^ 
selves  in.vartotts  ways,  pavtieahurly  with  dandngin  whi^ 
tliey  take  great  fdeasure.    The  American  flag  was  hoislad 
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rftr  tka  'fist  ttaie  is  the  &rt;  Ike  best  ptt^iiwi  %« iMid 
vwe  brevgltt  mit,  wdllik,  wkk  a  Bilk  Iwmdjr^  rmMud 
tlum  t»  pass  the  day  in  great  ft^l^vfty. 

Wednei^y/Mtli.  The  wegM^r  it  again  tenperate^  hat 
no  bdiaaa  haye  eoBM  to  see  ttt.  One  ef  the  aarthweet  tea- 
dun  who  eaaw  dami  ta  reqaes(  the  aU  af  efor  Miaaetatee 
iaterpmt^,  htfbms  as  Ihata  pari;  of  MiBB^ar^ea  who  had 
ipm&  m  parsaii  of  the  Aisiirihoias  who  lately  stole  their 
harses  had  jast  returaed.  As  k  their  eastoaii  they  eane 
imA  M  eoiaU  detaehaieals*  the  last  of  whieh  braught  hone 
eight  horses  whIeh  they  had  e^Unred  or  stalea  from  aa  As- 
siidhoia  camp  ea  Mopse  riiper. 

Tbursdoy^  2r4h«  AlittiaflBe  saow  fell  this  morning  aad 
the  air  was  eolder  than  yesterday^  with  a  high  northwest 
wiad*  We  w^c  fortaaate  enoa^  to  have  among  our  men 
a  good  UaelumiUif  whom  we  set  to  worli  to  malie  a  variety 
af  artieles:  his  eferations  seemed  to  sarprise  the  Indians 
who  name  to  see  as»  bat  aediittg  eoold  equal  their  astonish- 
meat  at  tlie  bellows^  whieh  they  eoasidered  as  a  very  great 
madieine.  Having  heretofore  promised  a  more  particular 
aeeount  of  the  8100X9  the  following  may  serve  as  a  general 
oirtMne  of  tibeir  history: 

Almost  the  whole  of  that  vast  traet  of  coantry  eorn* 
prised  between  the  Miwnssippiy  the  Red  river  of  Lake  Win* 
nspegy  the  SaskasluvwaUf  and  the  Missouri^  is  loosely  oc* 
Silked  *by  a  great  nation  whose  primitive  name  is  Dar« 
eeta^  but  who  are  eaNed  8ioux  by  the  French,  Sues  by 
the  English^  Their  Original  seats  were  oa  the  Missis* 
81^9  Itat  they  have  gradually  spread  themselves  abroad 
aad  become  subdivided  intt>  numerous  tribes.  Of  these# 
what  may  be  considered  as  the  Bareotas  are  the  Minda- 
warearton,  or  Minowakaotoa,  known  to  the  French  hj  the 
name  of  the  Gens  du  Lact  or  F^t^  of  the  Lake.  Th/dit 
vssidenee  is  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  near  the  foils 
of  St.  Aailioayf  and  the  probable  number  of  their  warriors 
abeirt  three  handred.  Above  them,  oa  the  river  St.  Peter's> 
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ii  Hw  W«lipttlMe»  %  nnailer  bud  of  nearly  two  kwifed 
Wftm;  flHid  BtiU  fiirtlier  up  the  same  riter  below  YdWw* 
wood  rirer  are  the  Wal^tobtas  or  Gens  de  Feuillet^  in 
fatfmor  band  of  not  more  l|||n  one  hundred  men;  while  the 
•oarees  of  the  St.  Peter's  are  oeett]ried  by  the  Sisaloones^  a 
hand  eoniisting  of  about  two  hoadred  warrfonu 

lliese  bands  rarely  if  erer  a^iroaeh  theMissottri»  whieh 
it  oecupied  by  their  kinsmen  \  the  YanlUons  Mid  the  T^- 
tons.    Tlie  Yanktons  are  of  two  tribes*  those  of  the  phias, 
or  rather  of  the  norths  a  wandering  raee  of  about  Ato  hun- 
dred men*  who  roam  oyer  the  piainsjit  the  heads  of  the  Jae» 
quesy  the  SiouXf  and  the  Bed  river;  and  those  of  the  80utb» 
who  possess  the  eountry  between  the  Jaeques  and  Sionx 
rivers  and  the  Desmoine.    But  the  bands  of  Sioux  most 
known  on  the  Missouri  are  the  Tetons.    The  first  who  are 
met  on  aseending  the  Missouri  is  the  tribe  ealled  hy  tbe 
Freneh  the  Tetons  of  the  Boise  Brule  or  Bumtwoody  who 
reside  on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri,  about  White  and  Te- 
ton rirers*  and  number  two  hundred  warriors*  Above  then 
on  the  Missouri  are  the  Teton  Ofcandandas,  a  band  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  living  below  the  Chayenne  river, 
between  whieh  and  the  Wetarhoo  river  is  a  third  baad, 
ealled  Teton  Minnakenozzo,  of  neariy  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men;  and  below  the  Warreeonne  is  the  fourth  and  last 
tribe  of  Tetons  of  about  three  hundred  men,  and  ealled  Te- 
ton Saone.    Northward  of  these,  between  tbe  Assiniboin 
and  the  Missouri,  are  two  bands  of  Assiniboins,  one  on 
Mouse  river  of  about  two  hundred  men,  and  ealled  Assini- 
boin Menatopa;  the  other,  residing  on  both  sides  of  While 
river,  ealled  1^  the  Freneh  Grens  de  FeuiUes,  and  amount- 
ing to  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.    Beyond  these  a  band  of 
Assiniboins  of  four  hundred  and  fif^  men,  and  ealled  the 
Kg  Devils,  vrander  on  the  heads  of  Milk,  Poreupine>  and 
Martha's  rivers;  wbtfe  still  fiurther  to  the  north  are  seen 
two  bands  of  the  same  nation,  one  of  five  hundred  and  the 
other  of  two  hundred^  roving  on  the  Sasfcaska wan*    Those 
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AitfadlMtiat  are  reeop^^aad  bj  a  siBiiIarlty  ^thmgmgt,  aai 
hj  tradition  as  deteendeats  or  seeaders  from  tbe  Siotti; 
tlwii|^  often  at  war  are  still  aeknowledged  as  relations.  Tim 
Sionx  tlienselrefly  thongh  seatteted,  meet  ammallj  on  tlko 
Jaeqnosy  those  on  the  Missouri  tradiitg  wiUi  those  on  the 
Musissipiii. 
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CHAPTEH  yr. 

Tlic  pArQr  iaereaic  m  the  fkromr  ^  ^^  MmmImu    PenripUoa  of  a  < 

daMe— Medidoe  daft«»— The  fortitiide  with  whieh  the  Indiant  betr  the  ee- 
reritj  of  the  season— Dittrest  of  the  party  for  want  of  pronsiont— The  great 
impoKanee  of  the  Uaeksmith  in  proeoring  it — ^Depredations  of  the  Sloox — 
The  homage  paid  to  the  nedieine  atone  Snmmary  aet  of  jiiidee  aaao^g 
the  Minnetarees  The  preeeM  by  whieh  the  BCandaaa  and  BieaiM  make 
benda— Charaeler  of  the  llinanri,  of  the  sonMoaddig  eoostij,  awl  of  tlw 
livers,  ereeksy  islands^  ko. 

Friday,  28th.  The  wind  continued  high  last  nighty 
the  frost  serere,  and  the  snow  driftuig  in  great  quantities 
through  the  pUins. 

Saturday,  29th.  There  was  a  frost  fell  last  night  nearly 
one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  depthf  which  continued  to  fall 
till  the  sun  had  gained  some  height:  the  mercury  at  sun- 
rise stood  at  9^  below  0:  there  were  a  number  of  Indians  at 
the  fort  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Sunday,  30th.  The  weather  was  cold,  and  the  thermo- 
meter 20^  below  0.  We  killed  one  deer,  and  yesterday  oae 
of  the  men  shot  a  wold  The  Indians  brought  corn,  beans» 
and  squashes,  which  they  yery  readily  gave  forgetting  Ih^ 
axes  and  kettles  mended.  In  their  general  oonduct  dnrfag 
these  visits  they  are  honest,  but  will  occasionally  pilfer  any 
small  article. 

Monday,  31.  During  the  night  there  was  a  high  wtt4 
wliiph  eoTcred  the  ice  witli  hillocks  of  mixed  sand  and  anew: 
the  day  was  however  fine,  and  the  Indians  came  in  great 
numbers  (br  the  purpose  of  having  their  utensUs  repaired. 

Tuesday,  January  1, 1805.  The  new  year  was  weleoHied 
by  two  shot  from  the  swivel  and  a  round  of  small  arms* 
The  weather  was  cloudy  but  moderate;  the  mercury  whiA 
at  sunrise  was  at  18^,  in  the  course  of  the  day  rose  to  M* 
above  0:  towards  evening  it  began  to  rain,  and  at  ni^t  ire 
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bad  tMw,  a»  tmperaliffelbrwliiA  toiAMii.    bth« 
winiiBgvapenirfttedrfxtefo  nMi  witk  <Mr  mum  to  g» 

wMk  timr  ^mneeiy  partimlarfy  wHh  Ike  nareMentt  •tim^ 
oftheFreaoluiieBwhoifauMedaDliifkMdf  la  ntun  Unj 
pTMeated  tto  danears  wUh  jevend  baffaloe  robet  mA 
qwuitifies  of  eanu  We  ircsra  de^oas  of  Moving  thia  aft- 
teadoa  to  llie  vUIagey  beoaaiM  ifytj  bad  reeeived  aa  iai- 
pfouioa  tkal  we  bad  been  wantias  in  regard  fiur  tbeBt  ud 
beeante  tbegr  bad  in  eonteqaenee  eirealaCed  iavidooiis  com- 
pariMOf  beftufeen  »  and  tbe  nertbem  traders:  ail  tbete 
bowever  they  declared  to  ea^ain  Clarke,  wbo  Tisited  tbem 
iatlieeoiiraeof  tbemomlagtweremadeiajeit.  Asei^taia 
Caarko  waa  aboat  leaving  the  yiUafef  two  of  their  ebieb 
rataraed  from  a  autsian-  to  the  GtOBfoatres  or  wanderiof 
.  Miaaetareei.  These  feo|le  were  eneampedaboat  ten  milei 
abovie,  aad  while  there  one  of  the  Ahnahaways  had  stolen 
a  Mnmetaree  girl:  the  whole  nation  inunediately  esponsed 
tbe  qnamely  aad  oae  hwadred  and  Afty  of  tbeirlrarriors  were 
narrftfag  down  to  rerenge  the  insnh  on  the.  Ahnahaways* 
Tbe  ehief  of  tkat  nation  took  the  girii  from  the  ransher,  aad 
giving  her  to  the  Mandans  requested  their  intereessioa* 
Tbe  measengers  went  ovt  to  meet  the  warriors,  and  de- 
Bvered  the  yoai^  daassel  into  the  hands  of  her  oonntiynienf 
smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  with  them,  aad  were  fortunate 
eaough  to  avert  their  indignation  and  induee  diem  to  return. 
In  the  evening  seme  of  the  men  came  to  the  fort  and  the 
rest  slept  in  the  village.  Fooapsahe  also  visited  us  and 
broi^t  some  meat  on  bis  w^'s  baek. 

•  Wednesday^  January  d.  It  snowed  laiA  night,  and  da- 
viBg  this  day  the  same  seeoe  of  g^^ty  was  renewed  at  the 
second  vUlage,  aad  i^  the  men  returned  in  tbe  eveaiog. 

Thursday  5.  Last  jugfat  it  became  very  cold,  aad  this 
moeaing  we  bad  some  snow:  our  hunters  were  sent  out  fbr 
bafUoe,  but  tbe  game  bad  been  finghtentd  from  the  river 
bythebiiansyso  tiittt  they  obtmaed  only  one:  they  however 
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UfledalitreMdamU:  AMm^tlielBdiMtfwteTiaiMM 
WM  a  Mmnetftree  who  cane  to  seek  hk  wife;  ako  kad  boM 
mnoh  abofed  and  eanM.here  for  proteetioB#  bat  returaod 
whh  him,  as  we  had  no  authority  to  separate  those  wIiob 
OTOB  the  Maodan. rites  had  united. 

Friday  4.  The  moraiag  was  eknidjr  and  wam»  the  nmv 
emj  being  28^  aboye  0:  bat  towards  eTeninji;  the  wind  ehali- 
ged  to  northwest,  and  th^  wei^lier  beeame  e^d.  We  seat 
some  hunters  down  the  riTer>  but  they  killed  only  one  Imflk- 
loe  and  a  woll  We  reeeiyed  tiie  yisit  of  Kagohaaii  who  is 
Tory  friendly »  and  to  whom  we  gaye  a  hankerehief  and  two 
^  flies. 

Saturday  5.  We  had  high  and  boisterous  winds  last  aif^t 
and  this  morning:  the  Indians  continue  to  purehase  repairs 
with  grain  of  diflferent  kinds.  In  the  first  Tillage  there  has 
been  a  builaloe  danee  for  the  last  three  nic^ts,  whidi  has 
put  them  all  into  eommotiouj)  and  die  deseription  iriiieh  we 
reeeited  frmn  those  of  the  party  who  risited  the  yiUage 
and  from  other  sources,  is  not  a  little  ladierous:  die  baft- 
loe  danee  is  an  institution  originally  inteaded  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  old  men.  and  practised  at  their  suggestion.  When 
buflbloe  becomes  scarce  they  scad  a  man  to  harangue  the 
TillagCy  decbring  that  the  game  is  far  off  and  that  a  feas|: 
is  necessary  to  bring  it  back,  ai|d  if  the  riUage  be  disposed 
a  day  and  place  is  named  for  the  celebration  of  it.  At  the 
appointed  hour  the  old  men  arriye,  and  seat  themselTcs 
crosslegged  on  skins  round  a  fire  in  the  middle  of  the  lodge 
with  a  sort  of  doU  or  small  image,  dressed  like  a  female^ 
placed  before  them.  The  young  men  brii^  with  them  a 
platter  of  prorisions,  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  and  their  wives, 
whose  dress  on  the  occasion  is  only  a  robe  or  mande  loosely 
thrown  round  the  body.  On  their  arriral  each  youth  sdeets 
the  old  man  whom  he  means  to  distinguish  by  his  Cstour^ 
and  spreads  before  him  the  pronsions,  i^ter  which  he  [ab- 
sents the  pipe  and  smokes  with  him.  Mox  senex  vir  simula- 
cmm  parv®  puelto  ostensit.    Tune  egrediens  eistui  joeit 
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eilgiiiiii  ftolo  et  snperiBeoBibeBftf  ustdli  mhft  rweaAB  ^mt^ 
plexit  Hoe  est  rignnm.  Deoiqae  uxor  e  turba  reeessity 
•t  Jaetn  eorporist  fbvet  am^exus  Tiri  solo  reealniite.  Ma- 
ritas  appropinquaiis  tenex  rir  dejeeto  yFuUUf  et  hoaorem 
et  dignilatejn  ejas  eonsenrane  amplexa  axeris  iUom  cravlt 
FMwtan  imprimis  ille  rrfelHt;  dehin^,  maritas  maltit  f^n^ 
eibus,  miiltis  laehrymis,  et  mulds  donis  Tehementer  inter* 
eassit.  Tane  senex  amator  pereakas  misereeordia,  tet  preei- 
basy  totlaehrymisy  et  tot  donis,  eonjagali  am^exu  sabmisit. 
Mttltnm  ille  jaetatus  est^  sed  debilis  et  eftOBtas  seneetotey 
ftrastra  Jaetatas  est.  BdEaritus  interdum  ttaas  jnxta  guadit 
mnltom  benore,  et  ejus  dignitati  sie  conserrata.  Unus  nos* 
train  sodalinm  mnltain  alaeriw  et  potentior  juyentute,  bae 
noete  honorem  qaartuor  maritomm  eustodivit. 

Sanday  a*  A  clear  eold  morning  with  Ugh  wind:  we 
eanghtin  a  trap  a  large  gray  wolfy  and  last  night  obtaiiied 
in  the  ntne  way  a  fox  who  had  tw  some  time  infested  the 
Be%hboufliood  of  the  fort  Only  a  few  Indians  risited  as 
to-day* 

Afottday  7.  The  weather  was  again  clear  and  cold  with 
a  high  northwest  windy  and  the  thermometer  at  sunrise  dS^ 
below  0:  the  river  fell  an  Ineh.  Shahaka  the  BigWhite  chief 
diaed  with  us,  and  gave  a  connected  sicetch  of  the  country 
as  far  as  the  mountains. 

Tuesday  8.  The  wind  was  still  from  the  northwest^  the 
diy  eoldy  and  we  reeeiTcd  few  Indians  at  the  fort.  Besides 
the  buffaloe  dance  we  bare  jast  described,  there  is  another 
called  medicine  danccy  an  entertainment  given  by  any  per- 
son desirious  of  doing  honour  to  his  medicine  or  genius.  He 
aonoancesy  that  on  such  a  day  he  will  sacrifice  his  horscsy 
or  other  property;  and  inyites  the  young  females  of  the  vil- 
bge  to  assist  in  rendering  homage  to  his  medicine  all  the 
nibabitants  may  join  in  the  selemnityy  which  is  performied 
in  the  open  jflsdn  and  by  daylight,  but  the  dance  is  reserved 
ftr  the  virgins  or  at  least  the  unmarried  females,  who  dis- 
diia  the  incumbrance  or  the  ornament  of  dress.    The  feast 
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it  •pfMAkj4»t«»ii|iK  thegoodiof  OMMfttteroft^fMit 
to  hh  medieiBey  wUeh  in  nepve^eiited  by  a  Imid  of  the  «ifc- 
Bud  liieU;  or  bgr  a  modieiiie  bag  if  t)io  deity  be  an  inriMbk 
being.  The  yomig  womea  then  begin  the  danee,  in  the  ia- 
tMPrats  of  whieh  eaeh  will  prostrate  herself  before  the  a«- 
•enblj  to  chaUenge  or  reward  the  boldaeu  of  the  yo«th» 
who  are  often  teB]ited  bj  feeling  or  the  hvpen  ^  distino- 
lion  to  aeUeve  the  adyentkre.^ 

'Wednetdaj  9,  The  weather  is  eold,  the  thermometer 
at  sonrise  tt""  below  0.  Kagohami  breakfSssted  with  us^  and 
oi^tain  Clarke  with  three  or  four  men  aeeompanied  bim 
and  a  party  of  Indians  to  hont»  in  ifhieh  they  were  so  forta- 
nate  as  to  kill  a  number  of  bufialoe:  but  they  were  ineommo- 
ded  by  snow,  by  high  nnd  squally  wiods^  and  by  extreme 
•old:  several  of  the  Indians  eatne  to  the  fort  nearly  froaeUf 
cHlhers  are  missing,  and  we  are  uneasy,  for  <me  of  our  men 
who  was  separated  from  the  rest  duriag  the  ehase  has  not 
returned:  In  the  morning, 

Thursday  10,  ho^eTer,  he  eame  baek  Just  as  we  were 
sending  out  five  men  in  seareh  of  him.  The  night  had  been 
exeessiToly  eold,  and  this  m^Mrning  at  sunrise  the  merewy 
stood  at  40^  below  0,  or  72  b^low  the  freezing  point.  He 
had,  howeyer,  made  afire  and  kept  himself  tolerably  warm. 
A  young  Indian,  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  also  eame  in 
soon  after.  His  father  who  eame  last  night  to  inquire  after 
him  Tory  anxiously,  had  sent  him  in  the  afternoon  to  the 
fort:  he  was  overtaken  by  the  night,  and  was  obliged  to 
sleep  on  the  snow  with  no  eovering  exeept  a  pair  of  ante- 
lope slun  moceasins  and  leggings  and  a  buffaloe  robe:  his 
feet  being  frozen  we  put  them  into  cold  water,  and  gave 
him  every  attention  in  our  power.  About  the  same  time  an 
Indian  who  had  adso  been  missing  returned  to  the  fort,  and 
although  his  dress  was  very  thin,  and  he  had  slept  on  the  snow 
Withotttafire,hehad  not  suffered  the  slightest  ineonvenienee. 
We  have  indeed  observed  that  these  Indians  support  the  ri- 
gours  of  the  season  in  a  way  whieh  we  had  hitherto  thought 
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impossible.  A  more  pleasing  reflecdon  oeewred  at  seeing 
the  warm  interest  whicli  tile  situation  of  these  two  persons 
had  excited  in  the  Tillage,  the  boy  luul  been  a  prisoner  and 
adopted  from  charity,  yet  the  distress  of  the  father  proTed 
that  he  felt  for  him  the  tenderest  ailbodon,  the  man  was  a 
person  of  no  distinction,  yet  the  whole  Tillage  was  full  of 
anxiety  for  his  safety,  and  when  they  came  to  us,  borrowed  a 
sleigh  to  bring  them  home  with  ease,  if  they  surrived,  or  to 
earry  their  bodies  if  they  had  perished. 

Friday  11*  We.  despatched  three  hunters  to  join  the 
same  number  whom  we  had  sent  below  about  seven,  niiles 
to  hunt  elk.  Like  that  of  yesterday  the  weather  to-day  was 
eold  and  clear,  the  tliermometer  standing  at  BS^  below  0* 
Posoopsahe  and  Shotahawrora  rbited  us^  and  past  the  night 
at  the  fort. 

Saturday  12.  The  weather  continues  very  eoM,  the  mer- 
eury  at  sunrise  being  20^  below  0.  Three  of  the  hunters  re« 
turned,  having  killed  three  elk. 

Sunday  IS.  We  have  a  continuation  of  clear  weather^ 
and  the  cold  has  increased,  the  mercury  having  sunk  to  M^ 
below  0.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  Mandan  nation  passed  down 
the  river  to  hunt  for  several  days;  in  these  excursions  men^ 
women  and  children,  with  their  dogs,  all  leave  the  village 
together,  and  after  (Uscovering  a  spot  convenient  for  the 
game,  fix  their  tents;  all  the  family  bear  their  part  in  the 
labour,  and  the  game  is  equaUy  divided  among  the  families 
of  the  tribe.    When  a  single  hunter  returns  from  the  ehaee 
with  more  than  is  necessary  for  his  own  immediate  consump- 
tion, the  neighbours  are  entitied  by  custom  to  a  share  of  it: 
they  do  not  however  ask  for  it,  but  send  a  squaw,  who  with- 
out saying  any  thing,  sits  down  by  the  door  of  the  lodge  till 
the  master  understands  the  hint,  and  gives  her  gratuitously 
a  part  for  her  family^    Chaboneau  who  with  one  man  had 
gone  to  some  lodges  of  Minnetarees  near  the  Tdrtie  moun- 
tain,  returned  with  their  faees  much  frostbitten.  They  had 
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b0W  ahptt  wimUy  n^s  distutt  and  proevrad  from  the  ia- 
kabiteato  #pme  laeat  and  ^^ease,  ivith  whifih  tkey  loaded  tke 
liorMf.  vHa  iaform*  us  that  the  agent  ef  the  Hudson  baj 
eompany  at  that  plaee,  had  been  endeaToniing  to  make  nn- 
favoorahle  impressions  with  regard  to  as  on  the  mind  of 
the  great  ohief ,  and  that  the  N.  W«  eompany  intend  building 
f  fort  there.  The  great  ohieC  had  in  eonsequeuee  spoken 
slightly  of  the  Amerieans,  bat  said  that  if  ve  would  gire 
him  our  great  flag  he  would  eome  and  see  us. 

Honday  14.  The  Mandans  e^ntinue  to  pass  down  the 
mer  on  their  hunting  party »  and  were  Joined  by  six  of  our 
men.  One  of  those  sent  on  Thursday  retitmed,  with  infor- 
jpation  that  one  of  his  eompanionshad  his  feet  so  badly  frost- 
l^tten  that  he  eouM  not  walk  home.  In  their  exeursiM 
they  had  killed  a  buflUoe,  a  wolf,  two  porcupines  and  a  white 
J^uv.  The  weather  was  more  moderate  to-day»  the  mereu- 
fj  being  at  le""  below  a»  and  the  wind  from  the  S.E.  we 
had  however  some  snow,  after  whieh  it  remained  eloudy. 

Tuesday  16.  The  morning  is  much  warmer  than  yester- 
iMf,  and  the  snow  begins  to  melt,  though  the  wind  after  be* 
ing  for  some  time  from  the  8.  E.  suddenly  shifted  to  N.  W. 
Between  twel?e  and  three  o*eieek  A.  M.  there  was  a  total 
oolipse  of  the  mooUf  from  which  we  obtained  a  part  of  the 
observation  neeessary  for  ascertaining  the  longitude. 

We  were  visited  by  fbur  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  MinnetareeSf  to  whom  we  showed  maris^ed  attentioai^ 
as  we  knew  that  they  had  been  taught  to  entertahi  stroi^ 
pr«gudiees  against  us;  these  we  succeeded  so  well  in  renn^ 
viag,  that  when  in  the  morning, 

Wednesday  16,  about  thjr^  Nandans,  among  whwi  till 
were  chiefs  eame  to  see  U3,  the  Minaetarees  rq^oaehed 
them  with  their  falsehoodBf  declaring  that  they  were  ba4 
men  and  ought  to  hide  theaisel ves.  They  had  toU  tiie  M»'* 
natar^M  that  we  would  kill  them  if  they  eame  to  the  fbft, 
>et  Oil  the  eoatrary  they  haidsieat  i^  eight  (here  and  heea 
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treated  trith  kindness  by  the  whites,  who  had  smoked  with 
them  and  daneed  for  their  amnsement.  Kagohami  tisite^ 
us  and  brought  us  a  little  eom,  and  soon  afterwards  one  of 
the  first  war  chieft  of  the  Minnetarees  eame  aceompanied 
hj  his  squawf  a  handsoide  womarf,  whom  he  was  desirous 
we  should  use  during  the  night.  He  faroured  us  with  a  morA 
aeeeptable  present,  a  draft  of  the  Afissouri  in  his  manner, 
and  informed  us  of  his  intention  to  go  to  war  in  the  spring 
against  tlie  Snake  Indbtns;  we  adtised  him  to  reAeet  scfrl- 
oufliy  before  he  eommhteif  the  peaee  of  his  nation  to  the 
hazards  of  war;  to  look  bsek  on  the  numerous  natioirswhom 
war  has  destroyed,  that  if  he  wished  his  natfon  to  be  happy 
he  should  cultivate  peaee  and  intercourse  with  aH  his  neigh- 
bours, by  which  means  they  would  procure  more  horses,  iii- 
Urease  in  numbers,  and  that  if  he  went  to  war  he  would  dis- 
please his  great  fathet  the  president,  and  forfeit  his  protec- 
tion.  We  added  that  we  had  spoken  thus  to  all  the  tribes 
whom  we  had  met,  thut  they  had  all  opened  their  ears,  and 
that  the  presideilt  would  compel  those  who  Ad  not  volunta- 
rily listen  to  his  advice.  Although  a  young  man  of  only 
€wenty-8ix  years  of  age,  thit'discourse  seemed  to  strike  him. 
He  observed  that  if  it  would  be  displeasing  to  us  he  would 
not  go  to  war,  since  he  had  horses  enough,  and  that  he  would 
advise  aU'  the  nation  to  remain  at  home,  until  we  had  seen 
Ae  Simke  Indians,  and  discovered  whether  their  intentions 
were  pacific.  The  party  who  went  down  with  the  horses  for 
the  man  who  was  frostbitten  returned,  aud  we  are  glad  to 
find  his  complaint  not  serious. 

TTiursday  17.  The  day  was  very  windy  from  the  north; 
themortaing  dear  apd  cold,  the  thermometer  at  sunrise  be- 
ing at  0:  we  had  several  Indians  with  us. 

Friday  18.  The  weather  is  fine  and  moderate.  Messrs. 
tATodie  and  Iff*  &enzie,  two  of  dre  N.  W.  company's  traders, 
vMted  us  with  some  of  the  IHinnetarees.  In  the  afternoon 
tto  of  our  hunteH  returned,  Imving  kiHed  four  wolves  and 
aHaireait. 
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*  Sctwdajr  19*  Anotker  elovdy  lUy.  Tfe  two  tnufen  let 
«iit  on  their  retun,  and  we  sent  two  mi^  with  the  hortov 
thirty  miles  belo^  to  the  hunting  onHip. 

Sunday  20*  The  day  fair  and  eold.  A  nnmber  of  Indians 
Titit  us  with  eom  to  exehange  for  articles,  and  to  pay  fist 
repairs  to  their  household  utensils. 

Monday  21.  The  weather  was  fine  and  moderate.  Tha 
hunters  allretnmed>  haTing  killed  during  their  abaeaee 
three  elk,  four  deer,  two  poroopines,  a  fox  and  a  hare. 

Tuesday  £2.  Hie  eold  haying  moderated  and  the  day 
pleasant,  we  attMnpted  to  eut  the  boats  out  of  the  lee,  bni 
at  the  distance  of  eig^tr  inches  eame  to  water,  under  which 
the  ice  became  three  feet  thick,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to 
desist. 

Wednesday  2d.  The  cold  weather  returned,  die  meicuiy 
haying  sunk  2''  helow  0,  and  the  snow-fell  four  inches  deep. 

Thursday  24.  The  day  was  cdder  than  any  we  hata 
had  lately,  the  theraiometer  being  at  12^  below  0.  The  hun* 
ters  whom  we  sent  out  returned  unsueeessful,  and  the  rest 
Were  occupied  in  catting  wood  to  make  charcoaL 

Friday  25.  The  thermometer  was  at  25*'  belcnr  %f  the 
wind  from  N.  W.  and  the  day  Jcdr,  so^  that  the  men  we|*e  em* 
ployed  in  preparing  coal,  and  cutting  the  boats  out  of  theiee. 
A  band  of  Assiniboins  headed  by  their  ehiiif,  called  hy  tha 
French,  Son  of  the  little  C^,  haye  arrived  at  the  yiUages* 

Saturday  26.  A  fine  warm  day:  a  number  of  Indians 
dine  with  us:  and  one  of  our  men  is  attad^ed  with  a  yiolent 
l^eurisy. 

Sunday  27;  Another  warm  an4  pleasant  day:  we  agaia 
attempted  to  get  the  boat  out  of  the  ice.  The  man  who 
has  the  pleurisy  was  Uooded  and  sweated,  and  we  were 
Ibreed  to  take  off  the  toes  of  the  young  Indian  who  was  frost- 
bitten some  time  since.  Our  interpreter  returned  from  the 
Tillages,  bringing  with  him  three  of  Mr.  Laroche's  horsea 
which  he  had  sent  in  order  to  keep  them  oat  of  the  way  of 
the  Assiniboins,  who  are  yery  mudi  disposed  to  steal,  and 
who  hayejnst  returned  to  their  camp.  r-        t 
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MoAih^  28.  tie  weAlier  to-day  is  clear  nd  tM^\f^ 
iMre  obliged  to  abandon  the  plan  of  cnttiag  the  boi^  tliroagh 
the  iee,  and  therefore'made  another  attempt  the  next  day^ 

Tuesday  29,  by  heating  a  quantity  of  stones  so  as  to 
warm  the  water  in  the  boat>  and  thaw  tlie  surrounding  iee: 
but  in  this  too  we  were  disappointed,  as  all  the  stones  on  be- 
hig  pot  into  the  fire  eraeked  into  pieees:  the  weather  warm 
and  pleasant:  the  man  with  the  pleurisy  is  recovering. ' 

Wednesday  30.  The  morning  was  fair,  but  afterwards 
became  eloudy.  Mr.  Laroehe  the  trader  from  the  northwest 
oompany  paid  us  a  Tisit,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  aeeompany 
w  on  our  journey  westward,  but  this  proposal  we  thought 
it  best  to  deeline. 

Thursday  SI.  It  snowed  last  night,  and  the  morning  is 
odd  and  disagreeable,  with  a  high  wind  from  the  noilhwest: 
we  sent  fiTO  hunters  dQwn  the  river.  Another  man  is  taken 
with  the  pleuriqr. 

Friday,  Febnmry  1.  A  eold  windy  day:  our  hunters  re- 
tmnied  hating  killed  only  one  de^.  On6  of  the  Minnetaree 
war  ehiefs,  a  young  man  named  Maubnksheahokesdi  or  See- 
^%ng  Snake,  eame  to  see  us  and  proeure  a  war  hatehet:  he 
also  requested  that  we  would  sufibr  him  to  go  to  war  against 
the  Sioux  and  JEttearas  who  had  killed  aMaadan  some  time 
ago:  this  we  refused  for  reasons  whidi  we  explained  to  him. 
Ee  aeknowledged  that  we  wmw  rights  and  promised  to  ofen 
his  ears  to  our  eounsels. 

Saturday  2.  TBe  day  is  fine:  another  deer  was  killed.  Mr. 
Lstroehe  who  has  been  very  anxious  to  go  with  us  left  the 
fiirt  to-day,  and  one  of  the  squaws  of  the  Mmnetaree  inter- 
pr^r  is  taken  HI. 

Sunday  S.  The  weather  is  agi4n  pleasant:  disappointed 
in  all  our  efforts  to  get  the  boats  free,  we  oeeupied  ourselyes 
iamaking  iron  spikes  so  as  to  prise  them  up  by  means  of 
long  poles. 

Monday  4.  The  morning  fair  and  eoM,  the  mereury  at 
mrise  bdng  la^'  below  0^  and  the  wind  from  the  northwest. 
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Tke  stoek  of  ment  wfaieh  we  bad  procured  in  Noreinberaiid 
December  being  now  nearly  exhansCed^  it  became  necessa* 
t7  to  renew  our  supply;  captain  Clarke  therefore  took  eigh- 
teen men,  and  with  two  deighs  and  three  horses  deseended 
the  river  for  the  purpose  of  hunting,  as  the  buffidoe  has  diir- 
appearetf  from  our  neighbourhood,  and  the  Indians  are 
themselves  suffering  for  want  of  meat.  Two  deer  were  lol- 
led to-day  but  they  were  very  lean. 

Tuesday  5.  A  pleasant  fair  morning  with  the  wind  from 
northwest:  a  number  of  the  Indians  come  with  com  for  the 
Macksmitby  who  bdng  now  provided  with  coal  has  beeome 
one  of  our  greatest  resources  for  procuring  grain,  llley 
teem  particularly  attached  to  a  battle  axe,  of  fi  very  incon- 
venient figure:  it  is  made  wholfjr  of  iron,  the  blade  extremely 
Ibln,  and  flrom  seven  to  nine  inches  long;  it  is  sharp  at  the 
point  and  five  or  six  inches  on  each  side»  whence  they'con- 
Terge  towards  the  eye,  which  is  circular  and  about  an  indl 
III  diameter,  the  bhide  itself  being  not  more  than  an  inch 
wide,  tite  handle  is  straight,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  indies' 
long;  the  whole  weighing  about  a  pound.  By  way  of  onm* 
nient»  the  blade  is  perforated  with  several  circular  holes. 
The  length  of  the  Made  compared  ytiih  theshoriness  of  the 
llandle  render  it  a  weapon  of  very  little  strength,  particu^ 
larly  as  it  is  always  used  on  horsebfl:ck:  there  is  still  however 
another  form  which  is  even  worse,  the  same  sort  of  hanAe 
being  fixed  to  a  blade  resembling  an  espontoon. 

Wednesday,  February  5.  The  morning  was  fair  and  plea- 
sant, the  wind  Ni  W.  A  number  of  Indian  chieft  visited  W 
and  withdrew  after  we  had  smoked  with  them  contrary  t9 
their  custom,  for  after  being  once  introduced  into  our  apart-^ 
ment  they  are  fond  of  lounging  about  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day.  One  of  the  men  kilted  three  antelopes.  Our 
blacksmidi  has  his  time  completely  occupied,  so  great  is  fire 
demand  for  utensils  of  difierent  kinds.  The  Indians  are  par- 
ticularly fond  of  sheet  iron,  oat  of  which  they  form  points 
for  arrows  and  instruments  for  scraping  hidesy  and  when 
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taioed  for  every  pieee  of  four  fnches  squate  iotmi  or  ei|^ 
gallons  of  com  from  the  Iiidiana».v)io  vwe  delisted  altiit 
eiLobapge. 

Thursday  7.  The  monuog  vaa  finr  a»d  nueh  vw«Mr 
tktn  for  some  days,  the  th^inomeler  beiiig  at  18^  abere  0^ 
and  the  wind  from  the  &•£•  Amimber  of  Indians  eontiane 
to  Tint  usf  but  learning  th»t  the  hllerpreter^l  squaws  had 
hsen  aeeustomed  to  unbar  the  gate  during  the  night,  we  or- 
dered n  loek  put  on  itf  and  that  no  Indian  should  remain  in 
the  fort  all  n%ht,  nor  any  person  admitted  during  the  hours 
when  the  gate  is  elosedf  diat  is  from  sunset  to  smirise. 

Friday  S.  A  fair  pleasant  morning,  with  S.  E.  winds. 
Poeopsahe  came  down  to  die  £01^  with  a  bow^  and  iqpologi- 
aed  for  his  not  having  finbhed  a  shield  whieh  he  Imd  p»Hni* 
s^  captain  Lewis,  and  which  the  weather  had  prcTwted 
bim  from  comi^eting.  This  chief  possesses  more  firmness, 
intfdligence,  and  integrity,  than  any  Indian  of  this  country^ 
S0d  he  might  be  rendered  highly  serviceable  ii|  our  attempts 
to  civilize  the  nation*    He  mentioned  that  the  Mandans  are 
very  much  in  want  of  meat,  and  that  he  himself  had  net 
taited  any  tot  several  days.    To  this  distress  they  are  often 
reduced  by  their  own  improridenee,  ar  by  thdr  unhappy 
«it«ation.    Their  principal  article  of  food  is  buftloe-meat, 
their  corn,  beans,  and  other  grain  being  reserved  for  sum- 
mer, or  as  a  last  resource  against  wh^  they  constantly  dread» 
in  attaek  trimt  the  Sioux,  who  drive  off  the  game  and  con- 
flue  them  to  their  villages.  The  same  fear  too  jHrevrats  their 
gsing  out  to  hunt  in  small  parties  to  relieve  their  occasional  * 
wants,  so  that  the  buffaloe  is  generally  obtained  in  large 
yantities,.  and  wasted  by  carelessness. 

Saturday  9.  The  morniug  was  fair  and  pleasant,  the  wiad 
tkom  the  8.  £.  Mr.  M'Kenzie  from  the  N.  W.  company 
crtaMis|iment  visited  us. 

SundigflO.  A  slight  snow  fell  in  tlie  course  of  thenightf 
thanonhig  was  cleu4y»  wd  the  ufrthwest  wind  Ucw  so 
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high  that  although  the  thermometer  was  18*  idioYe  0,  tlie 
day  was  cooler  than  yesterday,  when  it  was  only  10^  ab^re 
the  same  point  Mr.  M<  Kenzie  left  us,  and  Cbabonean  re- 
turned  with  information  that  our  horses  loaded  With  meU 
were  below,  but  eouM  not  cross  the  ice  not  being  shod. 

Monday  11.  We  sent  down  a  party  with  sleds,  to  relieve 
the  horses  from  their  loads;  the  weather  fiiir  and  eold,  with 
a  N.  W.  wind.    About  Ave  o'elodL  one  of  the  wires  of  Cha- 
boneau  was  delivered  of  a  boy;  this  being  her  first  ehSd  she 
was  suflbrbg  considerable,  when  Mr.  Jessaume  told  captain 
Lewis  that  he  had  frequently  administered  to  persons  in  her 
situation,  a  small  dose  of  the  rattle  of  the  rattlesnake  which 
had  nerer  failed  to  hasten  the  deliyery.    Having  some  of 
the  rattle,  eaptain  Lewis  gave  it  to  Mr.  Jessaunie  who  crum- 
bled two  of  the  rings  of  it  between  his  fingers,  and  mbdng 
it  vrith  a  small  quantity  of  water  gave  it  to  her.    What  ef- 
fect it  may  really  have  had  it  might  be  difficult  to  deter* 
mine,  but  captain  Lewis  was  informed  that  she  had  not  ta- 
ken it  more  than  ten  minutes  before  the  delivery  took  place. 
Tuesday  12.  The  morning  is  fair  though  cold,  the  mer- 
cury being  14^  below  0,  the  wind  from  the  S.  E.    About 
four  o'clock  the  horses  were  brought  in  much  fatigued;  on 
giving  them  meal  bran  moistened  with  water  they  would 
not  eat  it,  but  preferred  the  bark  of  the  cottonwood,  whidi 
as  is  already  observed  forms  their  principal  food  during  the 
winter.    Hie  horses  of  the  Mandans  are  so  often  stolen  by 
the  Sioux,  Rioal-as,  and  Assiniboins,  that  the  invariable  rule 
now  is  to  put  the  horses  every  night  in  the  same  lodge  with 
*  the  family.    In  the  summer  they  ramble  in  the  plains  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  camp,  and  feed  on  the  grass,  but  during  coM 
weather  the  squaws  cut  down  the  cottonwood  trees  as  they 
are  vninted,  and  the  horses  feed  on  the  boughs  and  bark  of 
the  tender  branches,  whicfb  are  also  brought  into  th6  lodges 
at  night  and  placed  near  them.    These  animals  are  very  se- 
verely  treated;  for  whole  days  they  are  pursuing  the  buflSi- 
loe^  or  burdened  with  the  fruits  of  the  ehace^  daring  whiel^ 
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Hiey  scAred(y  ever  teatejEbodt  and  at  fiigbt  tcitiini  to  f  se^- 
tj  allowanee  of  wo9d;  jet  the  spirit  of  this  valuable  aain^l 
snata^is  bim  through  all  thoie  diftcu|ti^8|  iwd  he  it  rarely 
de^eient  either  in  flesh  or  yijgour. 

Wednesday  13^  Th^  morning  was  eloudj,  the  therpf. 
qteter  at  S*"  betow  0»  t||e  wind  from  tlie  snntheast,  Capti^^ 
Clarke  returned,  last  evening  with  all  his  hunting  party: 
d«^^  their  exouruon  they  had  hilled  forty  deer^  ^ee 
bufT^dq^i  and  sixteen  elk|  bnt  most  of  the  gam^  was  too  lena 
f<ir  usof  ^nd  the  wolTest  who  ^g^  ivhateyer  Ues  oat  a£ 
f4^^  f^  ^heir  ow^^  had  appro^hi^fd  a  large  pfirt  of  it:  when 
he  left  the  fort  on  the  4th  iAstant»  he  desf^ei^ed  on  the  ioa 
twenty-two  miles  to  New  Mandaa  island^near  some  of  their 
old  yill^iges|  and  eneaippedy  having  killed  nothingi^  and  there* 
fyre  without  food  for  the  night. 

^arly  on  the  Stb*  the  hunters  went  out  and  killed  two 
btt^oe  and  a  ^eer,  but  the  laf t  OB)y  eould  be  fised^  the 
others  biding  too  lean*  After  break&stthey  proeeeded  down 
jt^  ^  Indiafi  lo^  and  bupted  during  the  |3ay:  the  next 
ppf nipg;  6tb»  they  ene^unped  forty-foi|r  miles  from  the  fort 
M  a  f  and  ppint  pear  the  mouth  of  a  ereek  oi|  the  southwest 
^e,  which  they  eall  itunting  ereek,  and  durhlg  this  and 
thf»  fi^Ufwing  day  h^te4  through  all  the  a4joining  plains» 
With  much  success^  haying  killed  a  numbef!  of  deer,  and  elk* 
Qi|  the  8th»  the  best  of  the  meat  was  sent  with  ^o  horses 
to  the  ^rt,  and  such  parts  of  the  remainder  as  were  fit  for 
use  wepre  brou^t  to  a  poipt  of  the  rirer  three  miles  below» 
and  after  the  bone^  were  taken  out,  secured  in  pens  built  of 
fogf^  so  as  to  keep  off  the  wolves,  ravens  and  maj^ies,  who 
are  very  numerous  and  constantly  disappoint  the  hunter  ot 
his  fi^pj;  they  then  went  to  the  low  grounds  near  the  Chis- 
shetaw  river  where  they  encamped^  but  saw  nothing  ex* 
eept  some  wolv^  on  the  hills,  and  a  number  of  buflaloe  too 
P9or  to  be  worth  huatiiig.  The  next  morning  9tb,  as  ther^ 
was  no  ^me  and  it  WQuld  have  been  inconvenient  to  send  i% 
h^  sixty-miles  to  the  fprt^  they  returned  up  t|M  river^  and 
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'  fin*  three  days  hiuted  along  the  banks  and  plahis,  and  ttmA^ 
ed  the  fort  in  t|^e  eyening  of  the  twelfth  mueh  "fatigued,  ha- 
ying walked  thirty  miles  that  day  on  the  iee  and  throng 
the  snow  in  many  plaees  knee  deepf  the  moeeasins  too  being 
nearly  worn  ont:  the  only  game  whieh  they  saw  besides 
what  b  mentioned,  was  some  growse  on  the  sandbars  in  the 
riTor. 

Thorsday  14.  Last  night  the  snow  fbll  three  inehes  deep; 
the  day  wasj  howetery  fine.  Four  men  were  deqpatohed  with 
sleds  and  three  horses  to  bring  up  the  meat  whieh  had  been 
eoUeeted  by  the  hunters.  Tliey  returned  however,  wi^  ia- 
telligenee  that  about  twenty-one  miles  below  the  fort  a 
party  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  men,  whom  they  supposed 
to  be  Sioux,  rushe^  on  them,  eut  the  traees  of  the  sleds,  aai 
earried  off  two  of  the  horses,  the  third  bong  giyen  up  i^ 
itttereession  of  an  Indian  who  seemed  to  possess  some  an* 
thority  over  them;  they  idso  took  away  two  of  the  men^ 
knifes,  and  a  tomahawk,  whieh  last  however  they  retnned. 
We  sent  up  to  the  Mandans  to  inform  them  of  it,  and  to 
know  whether  any  of  them  would  join  a  party  whieh  ivCen^ 
ed  to  pursue  the  robbers  in  the  morning.  About  twelve 
o'eloek  two  of  their  chiefs  eame  down  and  said  that  all  their 
young  men  were  out  hunting,  and  that  ihete  were  few  g«M 
in  the  village.  Several  Indians  however,  armed  some  with 
bows  and  arrows,  some  with  spears  and  battle-axes,  and  two 
with  fusils,  aceompanied  captain  Lewis,  who  set  out, 

Friday  15,  at  sunrise  with  twenty-four  men.  lliemoni- 
iDg  was  fine  and  eool,  the  diermometer  being  at  16^  below  ii. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  one  of  the  Mandan  chiefs  retunwl 
firom  captain  Lewis's  party,  his  eye-sight  having  beeome 
so  bad  that  he  could  not  proceed.  At  this  season  of  the 
year  the  refleson  from  the  iee  and  snow  is  so  intense  as  to 
occasion  almost  total  blindness.  Hiis  eomplaint  is  very 
common,  and  the  general  remedy  is  to  sweat  the  partaT* 
fccted  by  holding  the  £see  over  a  hot  stone,  and  reedivi^ 
the  fumes  from  snow  thrown  on  it.  Alargeredfbzwaskil«^ 
led  to^y.  ^       . 
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Sfttnrday  16.  The  moniag  was  warmi  MMPewjr  mt  tS* 
aboYe  0»  (he  weather  eloudy:  several  of  the  ladians  who 
went  with  eaptain  Lewis  retnrfted^  asdidakoone  of  owiim» 
whose  feet  had  been  frostbitten. 

.  Sonday  17.  The  weather  eontimied  as  jesterdi^t  though 
in  the  aftonioon  it  beeame  fair.  ShotawhMi»ra  and  his  son 
name  to  see  us,  with  about  thirty  pounds  of  dried  bu^aloo 
Meat  and  some  tallow. 

Mraday  18.  Hi^  morning  was  eloudy  with  some  snow, 
hntinthelatterpartof theday it elearedup.  Hr.M^Ken* 
wm  who  had  spfsnt  yesterday  at  the  fort  now  left  us.  Our 
ftloek  of  meat  is  exhausted,  so  that  we  must  eonfine  our- 
sdves  to  yegetable  diet,  at  least  till  the  retain  of  the  paKy: 
fMT  this,  howerer,  we  are  at  no  loss,  sin^e  both  on  this  and 
die  f<Aowii^  day , 

.*-  Tuesday  19,  our  blaeksmith  got  large  quantities  of  earn 
firosn  the  Indians  who  eame  in  great  numbers  to  see  us. 
tke  weather  was  fair  and  warm,  the  wind  fiwm  the  south. 

Wednesday,  SOih.  The  day  was  delightfiOly  fine;  the 
mereury  being  at  sunrise  f  and  in  the  eourse  of  the  day  22^- 
above  0,  the  wind  southerly.  Kagohami  eame  down  to  see 
Ui^  early:  his  Tillage  is afflieted  by  the  deathof  one  of  theifi 
ddest  men,  who  from  his  aeeount  to  us  must  hare  seen  ^le 
hnndred  and  twenty  winters.  Just  as  he  was  dying,  he 
rsquested  his  grandehildren  to  dress  him  in  his  best  robe, 
when  he  wasdead,  and  then  earry  him  on  a  hill  and  seat 
hhn  on  a  stone,  with  his  fiiee  down  the  river  towards  their 
sJd  villages,  that  he  might  go  straight  to  his  brother  who 
had  pai^ied  before  him  to  thje  aneient  village  under  ground. 
We  have  seen  a  number  of  Manilans  who  have  lived  to  a 
gneat  i^;  ehiefiy  however  the  men,  whose  robust  exereises 
fNTtify  the  body,  while  the  laborious  oeenpations  of  the 
women  shorten  their  existenee. 

Thursday  tst.  We  had  a  eontinuation  of  the  same 
pfetsant  weather,  Oheenaw  and  Shahaka  eame  down  to  see 
us^  and  mentioned  that  several  of  their  eoantrymen  had 
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gone  to  feMsiiR  tMbr  tBiedibim  nMit  as  to  the  prospeeto  of 
tlie  followUig  year,    lliis  medieine  stone  h  the  grtet  anM 
•rtbe  Blftildaiis,  and  whaieter  it  annonnees  is  beHeted  witk 
Implieit  eonfidenee.    Every  spring,  and  on  some  oeeasioii 
inriAg  tM  snmteen  a  deputation  visits  tbe  saered  spstt 
#1lere  ther^  Is  a  tMek  porons  stone  twenty  Ibet  in  eiream* 
IbrMee,  with  a  stnoothrtaifMe.    Having  feaehed  tlie  plaee 
Hie  eeremony  of  smoking  to  it  is  performed  by  tbe  d^atin» 
who  dfemately  f  ake  a  wlilff  themselves  and  then  present  the 
1^  to  the  stofle;  afM>  this  they  retire  to  an  adjoining  worf 
for  the  H^ty  during  which  it  may  be  saftly  presumed  thit 
all  the  embassy  do  not  sleep;  and  in  the  mornng  they  reid 
the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  the  white  marks  on  the  stoMi 
wUeh  those  who  made  tliem  are  at  no  loss  to  deeypher. 
The  Minnetarees  have  a  stone  of  a  similMr  Idnd,  whieh  has 
tiie  same  qualities  and  Ae  same  influenee  over  the  nation. 
C9aptain  Lewis  returned  fimn  his  exeirsion  in  pursuit  of  die 
bdiaBBs.  On  reaehing  the  plaee  where  the  Sioux  had  ttoka 
our  horseSf  they  fimnd  only  one  sled^  and  seteral  paii*  of 
inoeeasins  wUoh  were  ree<^sed  to  be  those  6f  flie  Siouk 
The  party  thenfi^llowed  the  IMIaa  traekstUl  they  rea^M 
tiro  oM  lodges  where  they  slept,  and  the  next  morniag  pur- 
sued the  eourse  of  the  river  till  they  reaehed  some  Ittdiaa 
eampsy  where  captain  Clarke  passed  the  night  som^  time 
ago^  and  which  the  Sioux  had  now  set  on  fire,  leaving  }^  Bt^ 
tk  com  near  the  |daee  in  ontel*  to  induce  a  belief  that 
vrere  Ricaras.    From  this  point  the  Sioux  tracks  left  i 'die 
river  abruptly  and  crossed  into  the  plains;  but  perceiv] 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  Overtaking  them,  eaptain  Le 
went  down  to  the  pen  where  eaptain  Clarke  had  left  soi 
BMat,  whieh  he  found  untouched  by  the  Indians,  and  tb' 
hunted  in  the  low  gromids  on  the  river,  till  he  returned  wit! 
about  three  thousand  pounda  of  meat,  some  drawn  in  a  ale 
by  fifteen  of  the  men,  and  the  rest  on  horseback;  havingi 
killed  thiHy-six  deer^  fourteen  elk>  and  one  wolf. 
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FMay,  Ml.  l%e  moming  wmi  oleudljr  orf  ii  iHtetto^ 
hUf  bttt  in  die  aftemooii  tkb  wekthe^  beemme  &ir.  We  were 
tiflited  by  k  mtttibe^  of  llidhiid^  attong  whom  was  Sbetaw- 
honjftti,  a  ehief  of  niueh  edttsS^radon  among  Ue  MimI- 
^ft,  allhoagli  by  hirih  a  Bleara. 

SMurday,  t$A.  The  day  is  wartn  and  pleasiuft.  ferating 
Iroihked  indasttlously  yestei^y  and  all  this  morning  we 
were  enable^  to  disengage  one  of  the  periogues  and  haul 
ft  on  shore^  imd  also  neariy  to  eat  out  the  second.  The 
fitther  of  the  b6y  whose  Ibot  had  been  so  badly  lh>2en,  and 
Irfaom  we  had  now  eared,  eame  to-day  and  eWried  him 
home  in  a  sleigh. 

Stoday,  24th.  Tho  weather  is  again  fine.  We  ine^ 
eeeded  in  loosening  the  s^ond  periogue  and  barge»  thoagh 
We  found  a  leak  in  the  latter.    The  whole  of  the  Mlt  day, 

Monday,  516th,  we  were  oeeujaed  in  drawing  up  the 
bbftts  on  the  bank:  the  smallest  one  we  earrfed  there  with 
Iro  Aiftetilty,  bat  the  barge  was  too  heavy  for  our  elk-^in 
hipes  whieh  eonstantly  broke.  Wo  were  Tirited  by  Omp- 
aehara,  or  Blaek  Moeeasin,  and  several  other  chiefs,  who 
brou^t  nd  presents  of  meat  on  the  backs  of  their  squaws, 
and  one  of  the  Minnetarees  requested  and  obtaitted  per« 
ndsrion  fbr  himself  and  his  two  iviyes  to  remain  all  night 
in  the  fbrt.    The  day  Was  exceedingly  [deasant. 

Taesday  £6.  The  weather  is  again  fine.  By  great  la- 
bour dtfdng  the  day  we  got  all  the  boats  on  the  bank  by  sun-^ 
set,  att  opersiti^ii  which  attracted  a  great  number  of  Indians 
to  the  fort  f 

Wednesday  27.  The  weather  continues  fine.  All  of  us 
amployed  in  preparing  tools  to  build  boats  for  our  voyage, 
to  ire  find  that  small  periogues  will  be  much  more  conveni- 
ent than  the  barge  in  ascending  the  Missouri. 

Thursday  28.  The  day  is  clear  and  pleasant.    Sixteen 
ineli  were  sent  out  to  examine  the  country  for  trets  suitable 
tot  boatSy  and  were  successful  in  finding  them.    IVo  of  the 
N.  W*  oompai^  traders  arrived  with  letters;  they  had  like- 
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wise  aiM)t  wUfih  is  used  for  tlie  ohm  of  p^mns  Uttett  hf 
mad  dogs^  snakes,  and  other  Tenonums  animals:  it  is  found  sn 
h%li  grounds  and  the  sid^s  of  hills,  and  the  mode  of  ottng  it  is 
to  scarify  the  wound,  aijid  apply  to  it  u  inch  or  more  of  the. 
ehewed  or  pounded  root,  which  is  to  be  renewed  twice  a  daj; 
the  patient  must  not  howcTcr  chew  or  swallow  any  of  the 
root,  as  an  inward  application  mi^t  be  rather  isjurioua 
than  beneficial. 

Mr.  Grayelines  with  two  Frenchmen  and  two  Indians  ar-, 
riYcd  from  the  Bicara  nation,  with  letters  from  Mr.  Antho- 
ny Tabeau.  This  last  gentleman  informs  us  that  the  Bica- 
ras  express  their  determination  to  follow  our  adyice,  and  to 
remain  at  pea(^  with  the  Mandans  and  Minnetarees,  whom 
they  are  desirous  of  visiting;  they  also  wish  to  know  whether 
these  nations  would  permit  the  Bicwas  to  settle  near  them^ 
and  form  a  league  against  their  common  enemies  the  Sioux, 
On  mentioning  this  to  the  Mandans  they  agreed  to  it,  ob« 
serying  that  they  always  desired  to  cultiyB^te  friendship  witb 

the  Bicaras,  and  that  the  Ahnahaways  and  Minnetarees  hare 
the  same  friendly  views. 

Mr.  Gravelines  states  that  the  band  of  Tetons  whom  we 
had  seen  was  well  disposed  to  us,  owing  to  the  influence  of 
their  chief  the  Black  Buifaloe;  but  that  the  three  upper 
bands  of  Tetons,  with  the  Sisatoons,  and  the  Yanktons  of  the 
north,  mean  soon  to  attack  the  Indians  in  thb  quarter,  with 
a  resolution  to  put  to  death  every  white  man  they  eneoua- 
ter.  Moreover,  that  Mr.  Cameron  of  St  Peter's  has  armed 
the  Sioux  against  the  Chippeways,  who  have  lately  put  to 
death  three  of  his  men.  The  men  who  had  stolen  our  horsea 
we  found  to  be  all  Sioux,  who  after  committing  the  outrage 
went  to  the  Bicara  villages,  where  they  said  that  they  had 
hesitated  about  killing  our  men  who  were  with  the  horsey 
but  that  in  future  they  would  put  to  death  any  of  us  they 
could,  as  we  were  bad  medicines  and  deserved  to  be  kil- 
led.   The  Bicaras  were  displeased  at  their  condnet  and 

/  -  -  ^     /  * 
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Ytfiised  to  gWe  them  any  thing  to  eat,  vhieb  is  deemed 
the  greatest  aet  of  hostiBty  short  of  aetual  Tiolenee. 

Friday,  Mareh  ll  The  day  is  flu^,  and  the  whole  paHy  is 
engaged,  some  in  making  ropes  and  periogaes,  others  in  bur- 
ning eoal,'and  making  battle  axes  to  sell  for  eom. 

Saturday  2.  Mr.  Laroehe  one  of  the  N.  W.  company's  tra- 
ders has  just  arriyed  ivith  merchandize  from  the  British  es» 
lablishments  on  the  iLssiniboin.  The  day  is  fine,  and  the 
river  begins  to  break  up  in  some  places,  the  mercury  being 
between  SS""  and  se""  above  Ot  and  the  wind  from  the  N.  E. 
We  were  visited  by  several  Indians. 

Sunday  8.  The  weather  pleasant,  the  wind  firom  the  E. 
with  clouds;  in  the  afternoon  the  clouds  disappeared  and  the 
wind  came  from  die  N.  W.  The  men  are  all  employed  in 
preparing  the  boats;  we  are  visited  by  Poseapsahe  and  seve- 
TfHk  otiier  Indians  with  com.  Aflock  of  ducks  passed  upthe 
rifer  to-day.  ^ 

Monday  4.  A  eloudy  morning  with  N.  W.  wind,  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  day  clear.^JRTe  had  again  some  IndSan  visitors 
with  a  small  present  of  meat.  The  Assiniboins,  who  a  few 
days  since  visited  tie  Mandansj  returned,  and  attempted  to 
take  horses  fti^m  ^e  Minnetarees,  who  flred  on  them;  a  eir- 
emnstance  l^eh  may  occasion  some  disturbance  between 
the  twoniitions. 

Tuesdaf  5.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  there  was 
a  slight  fhll  of  snow,  but  the  day  became  clear  and  pleasant 
with  the  mercury  40""  above  0.  We  sent  down  an  Indian  and 
a  Frenchman  to  the  Sicara  villages  with  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Tabean. 

Wednesday  6.  The  day  was  cloudy  aiA  smoky  in  eon- 
leqnenee  of  the  Jmming  of  the  plains  by  the  Minnetarees; 
they  have  set  alTuie  neighbouring  country  on  fire  in  order 
to  obtain  an  early  crop  of  grass  which  may  answer  for  the 
censumption  of  their  horses,  and  also  as  an  inducement  for 
the  buflUoe  and  other  game  to  visit  it.  The  horses  stolen 
two  days  i^  by  the  Assiniboins  have  beea  retunied  to  tire 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


i(W  Lewis  ani  CUtrke'a  EoBfeiUian 

MiiiMtaireei,  OUiaw  »eeo«d  eUef  of  tbe  kiwer  M^MPeteiW 
Tillage  ewe  (o  tee  ««*  The  rif er  roia  a  Utile  ind  OTevfW 
*  Ibe  ieef  to  m  to  reader  ibe  eroMi«f(  diffieuU. 

Tkarida^,  7th.  The  4aj  wm  somewhat  eloii^,  a«| 
eoUer  thao  u^oalj  the  vf\nA  trom  the  northeast.  Shotawht- 
riira  Tisited  o^  with  a  siel^  ohild>  to  whom  some  loe^Keiaa 
VM  adouoistered.  There  were  also  other  .bdiaiis  who 
hrooght  eora  and  dried  buffaloe  meat  iaexehaofe  forhlaefc* 
smith's  worh* 

Friday  S.  l%e  day  oold  and  (air  with  a  h^(h  easterlf 
wind:  we  were  visited  by  twp  ladiaas  who  gave  os  an  af^ 
Of  ant  of  the  eonntiy  and  peo^e  near  the  Boeky  mnnntains 
where  they  had  been*. 

Satiirday  9.  The  morning  elondy  andeooI»  the  wind  frens 
the  north.  The  grand  ehief  of  the  MinnetareeSf  who  is  eal- 
k4  by  the  French  I^  Borpie,  from  his  hariiv  bntone  eye^ 
name  down  for  th%irst  time  to  the  fort.  He  was  raeeiTo^ 
with  mneh  atteiHion,  two  g«ns  were  firod  in  honoar  of  his 
arriTalf  the  curiosities  were  exhibited  to  himi  and  as  ho  mi^ 
that.h/9  hfid  not ree^jyed  the  prdlnto  which  wo  had  sent t# 
him  on  bis  arrival,  ire  again  gave  him  ^TiBag,  a  ^lodal^sMbnU 
armterapes  and  the  usiS^  presents  onsno^  ooef^  *o|iSf  with  aU 
which  ha  was  mneh  pleased*  In  the  oourse  o4  the  conT^nn- 
'  tion,  the  ehief  obsenred  that  some  foolish  yoang  i^eii  of  his 
^tioa  had  told  him  there  was  a  person  among^is  who  was 
foU^  bloek^  and  he  wished  to  know  if  it  coi^d  bp  ^oe»  Va 
awvef  hiia  thatit  was  ttyifi,  apd  sei^t  for  York:  the  Borg^ 
was  Tory  much  siirprised  at  hif  appoaraneci  exaimned  hip 
elosoly,  and  spit  on  his  Unger  and  mbbed  the  slun  in  ordfr 
to  was^  off  the  llont;  nor  was  it  until  the  negso  uneoTcred 
his  bea^f  and  showed  bis  short  hairt  that  the  Bopgne  oon)^ 
be  ppKjiuoded  Ihathe  was  not  a  painted  aAte  win* 

Sunday  19*  A  cold  windy  day.  Tetuekopinrebaf  O^jnf 
of  the  Ahnahaways,  and  the  Minnetaree  ehief  Qupscharii, 
passed  the  day  with  us,  and  the  former  remained  during  thn 
night    We  had  occasion  to  see  an  instance  of  the  fumii|ai7 
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jMdte  of  the  Ittdlau:  a  joimg  lffaiiiet«rM  htA  twrM  off 
tM  daughter  of  CagMoiaduAe,  l^e  BavM  Mm,  Moond  ehkf 
of  the  upper  Tillage  of  the  Maadaas;  the  fadier  w%at  to  the 
riiftige  aad  found  hi*  daughter,  whom  he  breoghl  honey 
aad  to<dL  with  him  a  horse  beloagfog  to  ike  otkmdtn  thta 
>^iiflal  «^8fted  the  Tengeanee  of  the  fhther  and  of  the  aa- 
tioo,  as  the  joung  man  would  not  dare  to  reclaim  his  horse, 
i^itsh  from  that  time  became  the  property  of  the  injured 
party.  The  stealing  of  young  women  is  one  of  the  most  eom^ 
men  oflhnoes  against  the  police  of  the  Triage,  and  the  pn- 
■Ishmeat  of  it  ^ways'measiired  by  the  power  or  the  passions 
MTlhe  Mgdred  of  the  female.  A  voluntary  elopement  is  of 
course  bkntc  rigorously  chastised.  One  of  the  wItcs  of  the 
Borgne  deserted  him  in  fhrour  of  a  man  who  had  been  her 
brer  before  the  marriage,  and  who  after  some  time  IM 
her,  Md  she  was  obliged  to  return  to  her  fisther's  house. 
Ai  soon  as  he  heard  it  the  Borgne  walked  there  and  found 
her  sitting  near  the  fire:  without  noticing  his  wUb,  he  be« 
gen  to  sinoke  with  the  father;  when  they  were  joined  by  the 
4d  men  of  the  Tilli^,  who  knowing  his  temper  had  follow- 
ed in  hopes  of  appeasing  him.  He  continued  to  smoke  qui* 
«fly  with  th£ V  tiU  rising  ib  return,  he  took  his  wife  by 
flee  hair,  kd  her  as  &r  as  the*  door^  and  with  a  singly  stroke 
if  his  tomahawk  put  her  to  deaUi  before  her  father's  eyes: 
tken  taming  fieroely  upon  the  spectators,  he  said  that  if 
tty  of  h^r  relations  wished  to  avenge  her,  they  might  al* 
ways  find  him  at  his  lodge;  but  the  fkte  of  the  woman  had 
act  suAoient  interest  to  excite  the  vengeance  of  the  family. 
The  caprice  or  the  generosity  of  the  same  chief  gave  a  vei;^ 
dHlbrent  result  to  a  simQar  incident  which  occurred  some 
iiue  aflterwards.  Another  of  his  wives  eloped  with  a  young 
ami,  who  not  being  able  to  support  her  as  she  wished  they 
hidi  returned  to  the  village,  and  she  presented  herself  be- 
ftt«  the  husband,  supplicating  his  pardon  for  her  conduct: 
th6  Borgne  wnt  for  the  lever:  at  the  moment  when  the 
ytalk  expected  that  he  would  be  put  to  deaA>  the  4hief 
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mildly  asked  iktm  if  tkey  still  preserved  tlicir  aAetiM  ftr 
each  other;  attd  on  their  deeli^Bg  that  waat^  aad  not  n 
ehange  of  aflbetion  had  indneed  them  to  retnm»  he  gave  up 
|iis  wife  to  her  lover^  with  the  liberal  present  of  three  hor- 
ses, and  restored  them  i>oth  to  his  favour. 

Monday  11.  The  weather  was  elondy  in  the  momiiif 
and  a  little  snow  fell^  the  wind  then  shifted  from  sontheasl 
to  northwest  and  the  day.  became  fair.  It  snowed  agau  in 
the  evening,  bot  the  next  day, 

Tuesday  13»  was  fair  with  the  wind  from  the  northwest 

"Wednesday  18*  We  had  a  fine  day,  and  a  |puthwest  wind. 
Mr.  M^Kenzie  eame  to  see  us,  as  did  also  many  Indians  who 
are  so  anxious  for  battle-axes  that  our  smiths  have  not  a 
moment's  leisure,  and  procure  us  an  abundanee  of  eom.  Hie 
river  rose  a  little  to-day,  and  so  continued* 

Thursday  14«  The  wind  bemg  firom  the  west,  and  the 
day  fine,  the  whole  party  w;ere  employed  in  buijM&ig  boats 
and  in  shelling  corn. 

JFriday  ±b.  The  day  is  clear,  pleasant  and  warm.  We 
take  advantage  of  the  fine  weather  to  hang  all  our  Indian 
presents  and  other  articles  out  to  di^  before  our  departure* 

Saturday  16.  The  weather  is  cloudy,  the  wind  from  the 
southe&st.  A  Mr.  Garrow,  a  Frenchman  who  has  resided  a 
longtime  among  the  Ricaras  and  Mandans,  explained  to  ni 
the  mode  in  which  they  make  their  large  beads,  an  art 
which  they  are  said  to  have  derived  from  some  prisoners 
of  the  Snake  Indian  nation,  and  the  knowledge  of  whiA  is 
a  se<»ret  even  now  confined  to  a  few  among  the  Mandans 
and  Ricaras:  the  ^<oeess  is  as  follows:  glass  of  diffi^rent  co- 
lours is  first  pounded  fine  and  washed,  till  each  kind,  whieb 
is  kept  separate,  ceases  to  stain  the  water  thrown  over  it: 
some  well  seasoned  clay,  mixed  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
sand  to  prevent  its  becoming  very  hard  when  exposed  te 
heat,  and  rednced  by  water  to  the  consistency  of  dou^.  Is 
then  rolled  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  till  it  becomes  of  the 
thickness  wanted  for  the  hole  in  the  bead:  these  sticks  of 
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day  «re  phieed  upright,  eaeli  on  a  Utile  pedestal  or  ball  of 
the  same  laaterial  aboat  an  onnee  ia  weightf  and  distrflia- 
ted  oter  a  small  eartlieB  fatter,  ^rliieh  is  kid  on  the  fire  * 
for  A  few  minates^  when  they  are  taken  off  to  eool:  with 
a  little  paddle  or  shovel  three  or  four  iaehes  long  and  shar- 
pened at  the  end  of  the  handle^  the  wet  poanded  glass  is 
plaeed  in  the  palm  of  the  hand:  the  beads  are  made  of  an 
oblong  form  wrapped  in  a  eyHndricid  form  round  the  istiok 
of-elay  whieh  is  laid  erosswise  oyer  it,  and  gently  rolled 
baekwards  and  forwards  till  it  beeomes  perfectly  smooth. 
If  it  be  desired  to  introdnee  any  other  eolonr^  the  surfaeo 
of  the  bead  is  perforated  with  the  pointed  end  of  the  paddle 
and  the  eayity  filled  with  pounded  f^s  of  that  eolour:  the 
stieks  with  the  string  of  beads  are  then  replaced  on  their 
pedestals,  and  the  platter  deposited  on  burning  coals  or  hot 
embers:  over  the  platter  an  earthem  pot  containing  about 
three  gallons,  with  a  mouth  large  enough  to  coyer  the  plat^ 
ter,  is  rcTcrsed,  being  completely  closed  except  a  small 
aperture  at  the  top,  through  which  are  watched  the  bead: 
a  quantity  of  old  dried  wood  formed  into  a  sort  of  dough 
or  paste  is  placed  round  the  pot  so  as  almost  to  coyer  it,  and 
afterwards  set  on  fire:  die  manufacturer  then  looks  through 
the  small  hole  in  the  pot,  till  he  sees  the  beads  assume  a 
deep  red  colour,  to  whieh  succeeds  a  paler  or  whitish  red^ 
or  they  become  pointed  at  the  upper  extremity;  on  which 
the  fire  is  removed  and  the  pot  sufiered  to  cool  gradually: 
at  length  it  is  remoyed,  the  beads  taken  out,  the  day  in  the 
heilow  of  them  picked  out  with  an  awl  or  needle,  and  it  is 
then  fit  for  use.  T%e  beads  thus  formed  are  in  great  demand 
among  the  Indians,  and  used  as  pendants  to  their  ears  and 
hair^  aad  are  sometimes  worn  round  the  neck. 

Sunday  17.  A  windy  but  dear  and  pleasant  day,  the 
ilrer  risii^  a  little  and  open  in  seyesal  places.  Our  Min- 
netaree  interpreter  Chaboneau,  whom  we  intended  taking 
with  us  to  the  Pacific,  had  some  days  ago  been  worked 
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iipM  hf  iht  Britiflk  tnid«rfl^  ud  tppMred  viirillfaig  to  m* 
^dompaiiy  un,  exeept  on  e«rtein  tonus;  ntk  ts  hto  9«t  Mag 
mlrjeet  to  our  orders,  and  de  dntyi  or  to  retom  whowTer  ht 
•hose.  As  we  saw  ekmrly  the  sooreo  of  his  hesitolknif  Md 
ksew  timt  it  was  iatoaded  as  an  obstoek  to  our  yiows,  wo 
told  lum  tluit  Cbo  tonus  were  iaadaussiUey  aad  ttet  wo 
omM  dispense  wiUi  kis  senrices:  he  had  peeordtagly  left  «s 
with  soBie  displeasure.  Siaee  then  he  had  made  aa  adn»ee 
towards  JoiaiBg  as»  which  we  showed  no  aaxiety  to  Meet; 
bat  this  morang  he  seat  an  apology  for  his  iaiproper  eaa- 
daetf  and  agreed  to  go  with  as  and  perform  the  samedaties 
as  the  rest  of  the  eorps;  we  therefore  took  him  ageia  hito 
our  serriee. 

MondajriS.  The  weather  was  odd  and  doa^ttho  wind 
from  the  aorth.  "We  were  eagaged  in  packing  vp  the  goods 
into  eight  dirisionsy  so  as  to  preserve  aportioa  itf  eacli  in 
ease  of  aeeident  We  hear  that  the  Sionx  hare  lately  pUtaek^ 
,  ad  a  party  of  Assiniboins  and  Knistenaaty  near  the  Assini- 
bain  riTor^  and  killed  fifty  of  them* 

Taesday  19.  Some  snow  fell  last  night*  and  this  momiag 
trns  cold,  windyy  and  elondy.  Shahaka  and  Kagohaau  easso 
down  to  see  vsf  as  M  anotiier  Indian  with  a  siek  eUM,  to 
whom  we  gaye  some  medieine.  Tliere  appears  to  he  an  ap« 
pnaehing  war,  as  two  parties  have  alaeady  gone  from  the 
Minnetarees^  and  a  third  is  preparing. 

Wednesday  90.  The  morning  was  eeldand  dondy,thewiaii 
Ugh  firomihe  north,  but  the  afternoon  was  pleasant.  Tlia 
eanoes  being  fiidshed,  four  of  them  were  earned  down  ta  Hie 
river,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  where  ihcj 
were  eonstrueted. 

Thursday  21.  The  remainii^  periogaes  were  haded  to 
the  same  plaee,  and  dl  the  men  exeept  three,  who  were  lefl 
to  watoh  them  retomed  to  the  Ibrt.  On  his  way  dowa^ 
which  was  about  six  miles,  ei^in  ClariLc  passed  doag  tk^ 
pofaits  of  the  bii^lulls,  where  be  saw  large  quantitiea  of  pu- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I^fkeJIBtiMrL  17S 

•YeiyappearaBM  of  hariig  been  «tM«M  period  on  Are.  He 
edleeted  ^eeimeBs  ef  ibb  ttcne  itaelf*  tlM  pnndeettiiMt 
wd  Um  hard  earth;  and  oa  beiag  put  iaU  the  ftumaee  the 
hard^rth  melted  aad  fliuiedf  the  |MiB|ieestoM  melted^aail 
the  hardttoae  beeame  a  pnnrieettoae  glaaed. 
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MeAodoTattaakiHtlie  M&loe  oa  tlie  Im— As  eMmenUaoB  of  Um  pro^ 
teatf  MAt  to  tiM  prMKdnl  of  the  UaHed  StatM— Tbe  pvCj  are  vUted  lif  a  Ki- 
ean  chief  They  leefe  their  eiioainpiiieBt»  and  proeeed  oq  their  jottmcy  ■  de* 
■Mription  of  the  little  Miiaonri— Some  eeeoantof  the  Atniiibouit— Their  mode 
of  httijiiig  the  deed— Whheearth  river  deteribed— Greet  quaatity  of  nit  dit- 
eovered  oo  Itt  banka— TellowetODe  river  deaeribed— A  partieular  aeeouot  of 
^e  eooDtry  a^  the  eoaflneiiee  of  the  Tettowatoae  aod  Miaaoori— 'Deiflripiioa  ef 
the  Miiaoeriy  the  aiuTownding  eoantry^  and  of  the  riven^  erodes,  iibuidsy  he 

Friday  ft2.  This  was  a  clear  pleasant  day^  i^ith  the  wind 
from  the  S.  8»  W*  We  were  Tisited  bj  the  seeond  chief  of  the 
MinnetareeSf  to  whom  we  gave  a  me^  and  some  presentsy 
accompanied  by  a  speech.  Mr.  M^Keniie  and  Mr.  Laroehe 
also  came  to  see  ns.    They  aU  took  their  leaye  next  day* 

Saturday  23.  Soon  after  their  departurCf  a  brother  of 
the  Borgne  with  other  Indians  came  to  the  fort.  The  wea- 
ther was  fine^  bat  in  the  CTcning  we  had  the  first  rain  that 
has  fallen  during  the  winter. 

Sunday  24.  The  mornii^  cloudy,  but  tlie  afternoon  fair, 
the  wind  from  the  N.  E.  We  are  employed  in  preparing  for 
our  journey.  This  eyening  swans  and  wild-geese  flew  to- 
wards the  N.  E. 

Monday  25.  A  fine  day,  the  wind  S.  W.  The  river  rose 
nine  inches,  and  the  ice  began  breaking  away  in  several  pla- 
ces, so  as  to  endanger  our  canoes  which  we  are  hauling  down 
to  the  fort. 

Tuesday  26.  The  river  rose  only  half  an  inch,  and  being 
ehoaked  up  with  ice  near  the  fort,  did  not  begin  to  run  till 
towards  evening.    Thb  day  is  clear  and  pleasant. 

Wednesday  27.  The  wind  is  still  high  from  the  a  W.:  the 
ice  which  is  ocasi^nally  stopped  for  a  few  hours  is  then 
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thrown  OTer  shallmr  taiidbart  when  thefifwrnnt.  Wehni 
iH  onr  eano^  broajtht  down»  and  wwe  oU^ed  to  eauk  mnd 
l^toh  Yoiy  attentiyely  the  enfffs  so  eommon  in  eottonwood. 

Thurtdaj^  M.  The  day  is  fair.  Seme  obstaele  ajboye  has 
proTented  the  iee  Arom  nuuuog.  Onr  eanoes  are  now  neap- 
ly  ready^  and  we  expeet  to  set  out  as  soon  as  the  rirer  is  suf- 
feieaUy  elear  to  permit  nsto  pass. 

'  Friday  29.  The  weather  elear,  and  the  wind  f ran  N.  W. 
The  obstmetion  abore  gave  way  this  morning,  and  the  iea 
eame  down  in  great  quantities^  the  river  having  fallen  eleveB 
inches  in  the  eourse  of  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  We  have 
had  few  Indians  at  the  fort  for  the  last  three  or  four  dayi^ 
as  they  are  now  busy  in  eatohing  the  floating  buffaloe.  Every 
sj^ing  as  the  river  is  breaking  up  tt  e  surrounding  plains 
are  set  on  fire,  and  the  buffaloe  tempted  to  cross  the  river 
in  search  of  the  fresh  grass  which  imimediately  succeeds  to 
the  burning:  on  their  way  they  are  often  insulated  on  a  large 
cake  or  mass  of  ice,  which  4oats  down  the  river:  the  In- 
dians now  select  the  most  favourable  points  for  attack,  and 
as  the  buffaloe  approaches  dart  with  astonishing  agility 
across  the  trembling  ice,  sometimes  pressing  lightly  a  cake 
of  not  more  than  two  feet  square:  the  animal  is  of  course 
unsteady,  and  his  footstepsdnsecure  on  this  new  element,  so 
that  he  can  make  but  little  resistance,  and  the  hunter,  who 
has  given  him  his  death  wound,  paddles  his  icy  boat  to  the 
shore  and  secures  his  prey. 

Saturday  80.  The  day  was  cleai*  and  pleasant,  the  wind 
N.  W.  and  the  ice  running  in  great  quantities.  All  our  In- 
^Kan  presents  were  again  exposed  to  tl^e  air,  and  the  barge 
made  ready  to  descend  the  Missouri. 

Monday  31.  Early  this  morning  it  rained,  and  the  wea- 
ther continued  cloudy  during  the  day;  the  river  rose  nine 
inches,  the  iee  not  running  so  much  as  yesterday.  Several 
4ooks  of  geese  and  ducks  fly  up  the  river. 

Monday,  April  1,  ;1805.  This  morning  there  was  a  thun- 
der storm^  aceompanied  with  large  hail^  to  which  succeeded 
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Mia  for  abMi  half  aalMHur*  WaataikdoafMlTetarthbki- 
temd  to  gel  all  the  heats  in  the  water.  At  torn  o^ekeh 
P.  M.  it  hegaa  tofala^a  feeoa^aiey  and  eaiitioiie4  tiU  twelve 
at  aight  With  the  exeeptieaofa  few  drope  attwe  er  thfee 
difbreat  timesy  thb  is  the  iret  raia  we  hare  had  dbee  the 
i^thof  Oeteberlatt. 

TaetdayS.  The  wiadwM  high  last  ali^aad  this  neni* 
ing  from  N.  W.  aad  the  weather  eeathiaed  elondj.  The 
Maadans  killed  yesterday  tweaty-oae  ell^  abent  flfleea 
ttdles  belowy  but  thqr  were  so  poor  as  to  be  searoely  iU  fur 
ase« . 

Wedaesday  5.  The  weather  is  pleasant,  thoan^  there 
was  a  whito  frost  and  some  iee  oa  the  edge  id  the  water* 
We  were  all  engaged  in  paekiag  up  oar  baggage  aad  nMr- 
ohandize. 

Thursday  4.  The  day  is  elear  and  pleasant^  thea^  the 
wind  is  high  from  N.  W.  We  now  peeked  up  ia  differeal 
boxes  a  variety  of  articles  fiur  the  president,  wUc^  we  diall 
send  in  the  barge.  They  eonsisted  of  a  staffed  amle  and  fb- 
male  antolope  with  their  skeletons,  a  weasel,  three  sqoirreb 
from  the  Bocky  mountoins,  the  skeleton  of  the  prairie  wql( 
those  of  the  whito  and  gray  hare,  a  male  aad  finnale  blai- 
reau,  or  burrowiag  dog  of  the  prairie,  with  a  skeleton  of  the 
frmale^  two  burrowing  squirrels,  a  white  weasel,  and  the 
skin  of  the  louservta,  the  horns  of  the  mountain  ram,  or 
big-horn,  a  pair  of  large  elk  horns,  the  horns  and  tail  of  €^ 
Uaok-taileddeer,  aad  a  variety  of  skins,  such  as  Ihose  of 
the  red  fox,  white  tiare,  martin,  yellow  bear  obtained  from 
the  Sioux;  also,  anumber  of  articles  of  Indian  dress,  among 
which  was  a  buffkloe  robe,  representing  a  battle  fou|^ 
idbottt  eight  years  since  between  the  *Sioux  aad  Biearas 
against  the  Mandans  and  Minnetarees,in  which  the  comba- 
tants are  representod  on  horseback.  It  has  of  lato  years  ex- 
cited much  discussion  to  ascertain  the  period  when  the  art 
of  painting  was  first  discovered:  how  hopeless  idl  researehes 
of  this  lund  are,  is  evident  from  the  foregohq;  fitot.    It  i» 
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faidebted  tw  iU  origin  to  oae  of  tlie  strongest  ^ssions  of  the 
hitman  heart;  a  'wish  to  preserte  the  features  of  a  departed 
friend,  or  the  memory  of  some  glorious  expldt:  this  inhe- 
rits equallj  the  bosoms  of  aU  men  either  elTiIized  or  sarage. 
Sneh  sketehes,  mde  and  imperfeetas  thejrare^  delineate  the 
predominant  eharaeter  of  the  sarage  nations.  If  they  are 
peaeeaUe  and  inoffmsiye,  the  drawings  nsuaUy  eoiisist  of  lo* 
eal  seenery,  and  their  fiiYOurite  diyersions.  If  the  band  are 
rude  and  fenfeiousy  we  observe  tomahawks^  sealpingkniTes/ 
bows,  arrows,  and  all  the  engines  of  destruetion.  AMandan 
bow  and  quirer  of  arrows;  also  some  Bieara  tobaeeo-seed 
and  an  ear  of  Man&n  com;  to  these  were  added  a  box  of 
plants,  another  of  inseets,  and  three  eases  eontainiug  a  bur- 
rowing squirrel,  a  prairie  hen,  and  four  magpies,  all  alire. 

Friday,  5th.  Fair  and  pleasant,  but  the  wind  high  from 
the  northwest:  we  were  visited  by  a  number  of  Mandaas> 
and  are  oceupied  in  loading  our  boats  in  order  to  proeeed  on 
ear  Journey. 

Saturday,  etb.  Anodier  fine  day  with  a  gentle  breeze 
from  the  south.  The  Mandans  eontinue  to  come  to  the  fort; 
and  in  the  eourse  of  the  day  informed  us  of  the  arrival  of  a 
party  of  Biearas  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  We  sent 
onr  interpreter  to  inquire  into  tiieir  reason  for  comiug;  and 
in  the  morning, 

Sunday,  7th,  he  returned  with  a  Rteara  ehief  and  three 
of  his  nation.  Hie  ehief,  whose  name  is  Kagohweto,  or 
Brave  BaTen,  brought  a  letter  from'  Mr.  Tabeau^  mention- 
mg  the  wish  of  the  grand  chiefs  of  the  Biearas  to  visit  the 
president,  and  requesting  permission  Ibr  himself  and  four 
men  to  join  our  boat  witen  it  descends;  to  which  we  con- 
sented, as  it  iirill  then  be  manned  with  fifteen  hands  and  be 
aUe  to  defend  itself  against  the  Sio^ix.  After  presenting 
die  letter,  he  told  us  that  he.  was  sent  with  ten  warriors  by 
his  nation  to  arrange  ihtAr  settling  near  the  Mandans  and 
MSnnetarees,  whom  they  wished  to  join;  that  he  considered 
aU  the  neighbouring  nations  friendly  except  the  ShHiz^ 
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y/fkou  perMMtiM  they  wovld  do  losi^r  witkitandf  mA 
Hkom  they  hoped  to  repel  by  nwMng  wUh  the  tribes  is  this 
qwrter:  he  ^Ued  that  the  Bie«rm8  urtesded  to  fdlow  o«r 
•dfiee  Md  Hto  in  peaee  with  aU  oatioM,  and  reqaestedthat 
we  would  ipeak  in  their  fiiToar  to  the  AiriniboiB  ladiaiMk 
This  we  wiUfaigly  promiwd  to  do,  and  aseared  theai  that 
their  great  father  weald  proteet  them  aad  ao  loager  saftr 
the  Sioax  to  hare  good  guot^  or  to  injure  hit  dutiful  ehU- 
drea.  We  thoBgarehimasiaallmedal,  aeeftiileateofhi* 
good  eoaduot,  aearrot  of  tobaceoy  and  soaie  wampanii  with 
wUeh  he  departed  for  the  Maadaa  Tillago  well  latiiied 
with  hit  reeeptioa.  Having  made  all  our  arraagemeats,  we 
loft  the  fort  about  Uto  o'eloek  ia  the  afternoon^  The  party 
BOW  eoDftiited  of  thirty-two  pertoas.  Betideeoundretwore 
sei^leairts  J^m  Ordway,  Nathaaiel  Pryor,  and  F»triefc  Oaas: 
the  pri¥atee  were  William  Brattoa.  Jrim  Coker^Joha  Col- 
lias,  Peter  Cruairtte,  Bobert  Fraaler,  Beubeo  FieUte»  Jo- 
seph Fields,  George  Gibsoa,  Silas  Ooodrieh,  Hugh  Ball» 
Thoaias  P*  Howardt  Baptiste  I^apage,  Franeis  Labiehe^ 
Bi«h  M'Noal,  Jdw  Potu,  John  «iidds,  George  Shaaaoa^ 
John  B.  Thompsea,  William  Werner,  Alexander  Wiltard, 
Biehi^  Whidsor,  Josej^  Whitehouse,  Peter  Wiser,  and 
eaptain  Clariie's  Uaok  servant  York.  The  two  iaterprel- 
ers,  were  George  Drewyer  and  ToussaintChaboneau.  The 
wife  of  Chaboneau  also  aeeompaaiod  us  with  her  young  elOld, 
and  wo  hope  may  be  useful  as  an  interpreter  anioi«  the 
Snake  Ipdiaas.  She  was  herself  one  of  that  tribe,  but  harii^ 
been  takta  in  war  by  the  Minnetarees^  lay  whom  she  was 
sold  as  a  slare  to  Chdioueau,  who  brought  her  up  aad  after- 
war«bmanrMher«  One  of  the  Maadaasfikewise  embarked 
with  us,  in  ordfr  to  go  to  the  Saake  ladians/aid  <ribtain  m 
peaeo  with  them  for  his  eountfymen.  AU  this  party  with 
A^  I'^^SimKO  was  stowed  in  dx  small  eaaoes  aad  two  large 
poriogufji.  Weleftth^fortwlA&irpleasaat  weatherthougli 
the  northwest  whid  was  high,  and  after  nmkiog  about  foar 
miles  eneamped  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  near^ 
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^i^sUe  the  first  Haiidan  Tilkge.  At  dM  same  tia^ 
took  oar  departure,  our  barge  maaned  wkk  ie?eii  soUienf 
two  FreaehBueB,  aod  Mr.  GraveUnes  at  pilot,  tailed  for  the 
Uaite^  States  loaded  with  our  presents  and  deq^atehes. 

Mooday,  8th«  The  day  was  ebar  aad  eoel,  thewinl 
from  the  nqirthwest,  so  that  we  travelled  slowly.  After 
breakfastiag  at  the  seeond  Blandaa  Tillage  we  passed  the 
Mahaha  at  the  viouth  of  Knife  river,  a  haadsome  stream 
about  etf^tyywds  wide*  Beyoodthisworeaebidthelslaad 
which  et^taio  Clarke  had  visited  on  the  SOth  Oetobe^. 
This  island  has  timber  as  woU  as  the  lowja^ds  on  the  Borth, 
bat  its  distance  from  the  water  had  ^vented  onr  eneamp^ 
ing  there  during  the  winter.  From  the  head  of  this  idaad 
we  made  three  aod  a  half  miles  to  a  point  of  wood  on  the 
north,  passing  a  high  Muff  on  the  sonth,  and  haTing  e4mo 
about  fourteen  miles.  In  the  course  of  the  day  one  of  onr 
boats  filled  and  was  near  tiiAingi  we  howeter  saved  her 
with  the  loss  of  a  little  Useuit  and  powder. 

Tuesday,  April  9.  We  set  off  as  soon  as  it  iras  lif^t^  aod 
proceeded  five  miles  to  breakfhst,  passing  a  low  ground  en 
the  south,  covered  with  groves  of  cottonwood  timber.  At 
dm  distance  of  six  miles,  we  reached  on  the  north  a  hnntang 
camp  of  Minnetnrecs  consisting  of  thirty  loi^^,  and  built 
in  the  usual  form  of  earth  and  timlm-.  Two  miles  aod  a 
^quarter  farther,  comes  in  on  the  same  side  BGry  ereefc,  a 
smiJl  stream  about  ten  yards  wide,  which,  rising  in  somo 
hikes  near  the  Blouse  river,  passes  throitgh  beantifol  level 
fertile  plains  without  timber  in  a  direction  nearly  sa«thwest| 
the  banks  near  its  entrance  being  steep,  and  mgged  on  both 
sides  of  the  Missouri.  Three  miles  above  this  eroek  weoamo 
to  a  hunting  party  of  Mionetareet,  who  bad  prepared  apark 
or  inelosure  and  were  waiting  the  return  of  the  antelope: 
this  animal,  which  in  the  aiUumn  rethres  for  food  and  shel- 
ter to  the  Black  meiutauis  doring  the  winter,  reerou  the 
river  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  ^fead  themselves 
thfou^  the  platoi  on  the  north  of  the  Missouri.    We  halt* 
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6i  tad  smoked  a  tbort  time  with  diem»  and  Uien  proeeedad 
oa  thraagh  haadsome  plaias  oa  each  side  of  the  river,  aad 
eaettnped  at  the  dittanee  of  twenty-three  and  a  half  mttes 
oa  the  north  side:  the  day  was  elear  and  pleasant,  the  wind 
high  from  the  south,  bat  afterwards  changed  to  a  western 
fteady  breese.  The  Unffs  whieh  we  passed  to-day  are  up- 
wards of  one  hnadred  feet  high,  composed  of  a  mixture  of 
yiellow  elay  and  saadt  with  many  lioriaontal  strata  of  eatho- 
natod  wood  resembling  pit-eoal,  from  one  to  flve  feet  in 
depth,  aad  scattered  through  the  blaff  at  di^reat  ekrra- 
tioBSy  sane  as  high  as  eif^ty  feet  lAore  the  water:  tfie  hills 
dong  the  rirer  are  broken,  and  prese^K  every  i^pearaaee 
of  having  been  homed  at  some  former  period;  great  quaa* 
titfes  of  pumieestoae  and  lava  or  rather  earth,  whieh  seenis 
to  have  been  boiled  aad  then  hardmed  by  ezposare,  be- 
iag  seoi  in  many  parts  of  these  hitts  where  they  are  bro» 
ken  and  washed  dovra  into  gallies  by  the  rain  and  mating 
saow.    A  great  number  of  brants  pass  tqp  the  river,  there 
are  some  of  them  perfeotly  white,  except  the  large  feathers 
of  the  Brst  aad  second  joint  of  the  wing,  whieh  are  bfa^k, 
though  in  every  other  characteristic  they  resemUe  com- 
mon gray  brant:  wo  also  saw  but  could  not  procure  an  ani* 
mal  that  burrows  in  the  ground,  and  simUar  ia  every  respect 
to  the  burrowing  squirrel,  ejfoept  that  it  is  only  one  third 
of  its  siae.    This  may  be  the  animal  whose  works  we  have 
often  seen  in  the  plains  and  prairies;  they  resemble  the  la- 
bours of  the  salamaader  ia  the  sand  hUls  of  South  Carolina 
and  Qtwg^  and  like  him,  the  animals  rarely  come  above 
groimd;  they  consist  of  a  little  hillock  of  ten  or  twelve 
pimiids  of  loose  ground  which  would  seem  to  have  been  re- 
versed from  a  pot,  thou^  no  aperture  is  seen  through  which 
it  could  have  been  thrown:  on  removing  gently  the  earthf 
you  discover  that  the  wXL  has  beea  broken  in  a  circle  of 
about  an  inch  aad  a  half  diameter,  where  the  ground  is  loo- 
ser though  still  no  opening  is  peroq^tyde.  When  we  stopped 
for  dinner  the  squaw  vrent  out,  aad  after  peaetratiag  with 
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a  skarp  stiek  ihe  htlm  ^f  Uie  miee,  wear  mm  drift  wood^ 
breaght  to  us  a  quantity  of  wild  artiohokes^  wkieh  themifle 
eoUeet  and  hoard  in  large  nombers;  the  root  is  white,  of  ao 
OFate  form^  from  one  to  three  inehes  longf  and  generaUj  of 
the  size  of  a  man's  Anger,  and  two,  fonr,  and  sometimes  six 
mots  are  attaehed  to  a  single  stalk.  Its  flayonr  as  well  as 
the  stalk  whieh  issoes  from  it  resemble  those  of  the  Jems^ 
lem  artiehoke,  exeept  ttat  the  latter  is  mueh  livrger*  A 
hurgelbeaYer  was  eaught  in  a  irwf  last  night,  and  the  mns* 
quitoes  begin  to  trouble  us. 

•  WeAiesd^  10.  We  again  set  off  early  with  olear  plea* 
sent  weather,  and  halted  about  ten  for  breidcfast,  aboTe  a 
sandbank  whieh  was  faUing  in,  and  near  a  small  willow 
kland.  On  both  sides  of  Uie  Missouri,  after  aseeading  the 
hiUs  new  the  water,  <me  fSertile  unbroken  plain  extends  it* 
self  as  tKt  as  the  eye  ean  reaeh,  without  a  soHtary  tree  or 
shrub,  exeept  in  moist  situations  or  in  the  steep  deelirities 
of  hills  where  they  are  sheltered  from  the  rayages  of  fire. 
At  the  distance  of  twelve  mites  we  reached  the  lower  point 
of  a  bluff  on  the  south;  whieh  is  in  some  parts  on  lire  and 
throws  out  quantities  of  smoke  which  has  a  strong  sul^tur- 
ous  smell,  the  eoal  and  other  appearance's  in  the  blufis  be- 
ing like  those  described  yesterday:  at  one  o'eloek  we  oyer- 
took  three  Frenchmen  who  left  the  fmrt  a  few  days  before 
us,  in  order  to  make  the  irst  attempt  on  this  river  of  hunt* 
ing  beaver,  whieh  tliey  do  by  means  of  traps:  their  efforts 
promise  to  be  successful  for  they  have  already  caught 
twelve  which  are  finer  tiian  any  we  liave  ever  seen:  they 
mean  to  accompany  us  as  far  as  the  Tdlowstone  riv^r  in 
order  to  obtain  our  protection  against  the  Assiniboins  who 
ndght  attack  them.  In  the  evening  we  encamped  on  a*wil- 
low  point  to  the  south  opposite  to  a  bluff,  above  which  a 
small  creek  falls  in,  and  just  above  a  remarkable  bend  in 
the  river  to  the  souuthwest,  wliich  we  cidled  the  Little  Ba- 
sin. The  low  grounds  which  we  passed  to-day  possess  more 
timber  than  is  usual^  and  are  wider;  the  current  is  mode* 
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nte»  lU  feast  not  greater  thju  that  of  the  OUo  ia  Ugk 
tides;  Uie  banks  too  fall  in  bnt  Uttle;  so  that  the  naTlgation 
oomparatively  with  that  lower  down  the  Missom  is  safe 
wnd  easy*  We  were  enabled  to  make  eighteen  and  a  hMf 
miles:  we  saw  the  traek  of  a  lar;^  white  bear,  there  wore 
also  a  herd  of  antelopes  in  the  j^ains;  the  geese  and  swia 
are  now  feeding  in  eonslderable  qnantities  im  tke  yong 
grass  in  the  low  prafaries;  we  shot  a  prairie  lien»  and  a  haU 
eagle  of  whieh  there  were  maiqr  nests  in  the  tall  eottoowood 
trees;  bnt  eould  proeure  neither  of  two  dk  whieh  wen  n 
the  plain.  Our  old  eompaoions  the  musqnitoes  lurre  re- 
newed their  tisit^  and  gave  ns  moeh  nneailness. 

Thursday,  llth.  We  set  out  at  daylight^  and  after  pan* 
sing  bare  ai^  barren  hills  on  the  souths  and  a  plain  eoreni 
with  timber  ott  the  north,  breakfiuted  at  ive  miles  &m* 
tanee:  here  we  were  regaled  with  a  deer  brought  in  by  thtf 
honters,  whieh  was  tery  aeeeptalde  as  we  had  been  ftfr 
several  days  without  fresh  meat;  the  eountry  between  this 
and  fort  Mandan  being  so  frequently  disturbed  by  hunters 
that  the  game  has  beeome  seoree.  We  then  proeeeded  witt 
a  gentle  breeze  from  the  south  whieh  earried  the  periegnes 
on  very  well;  the  day  was  howeyer  so  warm  that  seyeral  of 
the  men  worked  with  no  elothes  exeept  round  the  waist, 
whieh  is  the  less  ineonvenient  as  we  are  obliged  to  wade  itt 
some  places  owing  to  tlie  shallowness  of  the  river.  At  seven 
miles  we  reached  a  large  sandbar  making  out  from  the 
north.    We  again  stopped  for  dinner,  after  whieh  we  went 
on  to  a  small  plain  on  the  north  covered  with  cottonwood 
where  we  encamped,  having  made  nineteen  miles.    The 
eountry  around  is  much  the  same  as  that  wo  passed  yester- 
day: on  the  sides  of  the  bills,  and  even  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivers,  as  well  as  on  the  sandbars,  is  a  white  substance 
which  appears  in  considerable  quantities  on  the  surface  of 
the  earth,  and  tastes  like  a  mixture  of  common  salt  whlk 
glauber  salts:  many  of  the  streams  which  come  from  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  are  so  strongly  impregnated  widi  this  wtd>^ 
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itMeef  tkit  the  wttter  hM  aa  vn^lMsaiit  tatto  md  a  pmitt* 
five  effeet.  A  beayer  was  moght  last  night  by  one  of  tha 
FsoneluBeiii  wo  killed  two  geotOf  and  saw  some  eraaesy  the 
latgoit  bird  of  tliat  kind  common  to  the  Miisouri  and  Mb- 
■buHplf  and  perfectly  white  except  the  large  feathers  on 
the  two  first  joints  of  the  jring  which  are  black.  Under  a 
Unff  of^posite  to  onr  encampment  we  discoTcred  some  In- 
dhuwwith  horsesywhom  we  supposed  were  Minnetarecs, 
hot  the  width  of  the  riTcr  prereiited  our  speaidng  to  them. 
Friday»i9th«  We  set  (Nearly  and  passed  a  high  range 
of  hiUi  on  the  south  side,  our  periogues  being  obliged  to  go 
orer  to  the  souths  in  order  to  aroid  a  sandbank  which  was 
lapidly  failing  in*  At  six  miles  we  came  to  at  the  lower 
tide  of  the  entrapce  of  the  Little  Missouri^  where  we  re* 
mained  during  the  cUy  Ibr  the  purpose  of  making  celestial 
shserrations.  This  river  empties  itself  on  the  south  side 
sf  the  Missouri,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-three 
niles  from  its  confluence  with  the  Mississippi.  It  rises  to 
the  west  of  the  Black  mountains,  across  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  which  it  finds  a  narrow  ra^d  passage  along  high 
perpendicular  banks,  then  seeks  the  Missouri  in  a  north- 
eastern direction,  through  a  broken  country  with  highlands 
bare  of  timber,  and  the  low  grounds  particularly  supplied 
with  Cottonwood,  elm,  small  ash,  box,  alder,  and  an  under* 
growth  of  willow,  redwood,  sometimes  called  red  or  swamp* 
willow,  the  redberry  and  ehokeeherry.  In  its  course  it 
passes  near  the  northwest  side  of  the  Turtle  mountain, 
which  is  said  to  be  only  twclre  or  fifteen  miles  from  its 
laouth  in  a  strai^t  line  a  litUc  to  the  south  of  west,  so 
that  both  the  lattle  Missouri  and  Knife  river  have  been 
hud  down  too  far  southwest.  It  enters  the  Alissouri  with  a 
bold  current,  and  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  y«rds 
iride,  but  its  greatest  depth  is  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  this 
jeined  to  its  ra^dity  and  its  sandbars,  make  the  navigation 
^cnlt  exc^  for  canoes,  which  may  ascend  it  for  a  eon- 
aiderable  distance.    At  the  mouth,  and  as  far  as  we  could 
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dbeeni  from  tlie  bilk  betwera  the  two  rivers  about  tbiee 
miles  from  their  janetion,  the  eountry  is  raoob  brokeiif  the 
soil  eonsisting  pf  a  deep  rioh  dark  eoloared  loam,  iatflr- 
mixed  with  a  small  jHroportioa  of  fine  sand  and  eoTeroi^ 
generally  with  a  short  grass  resembling  bine  grass.  In  atr 
eoloar,  the  nature  of  its  bed,  and«ts  general  appearaneey  H 
resembles  so  mneb  the  Missouri  as  to  indnee  a  belief  that 
the  countries  they  water  are  similar  in  point  of  sofl.  From 
the  Mandan  villages  to  this  plaee  the  eountry  is  hilly  aad 
irregular^  with  the  same  abearance  of  glaaber  salts  and 
earbonated  wood,  the  low  grounds  smooth,  sandy,  and  par- 
tially covered  with  eottonwood  and  small  ash;  at  some  dis- 
tance back  there  are  extensive  plains  of  a  good  soil»  but 
without  timber  or  water. 

We  found  great  quantities  of  small  oaioBS  whteh  grow 
single,  the  bulb  of  an  ovd  form,  white,  about  the  sine  of  a 
bullet  with  a  leaf  resembling  that  of  the  shive.  On  the  side 
of  a  neighbouring  hill,  there  is  a  i^eeies  of  dwarf  oedar:  it 
spreads  its  limbs  along  the  surface  of  the  earth,  which  it 
almost  conceals  by  its  closeness  and  thioknessy  and  is  80|ne- 
times  covered  I^  it,  having  always  a  number  of  roots  on  tha 
under  side,  while  on  the  upper  are  a  quantity  of  shoots  whieh 
with  their  leaves  seldom  rise  higher  than  six  or  eight  inch- 
es; it  is  an  evergreen,  its  leaf  more  delicate  than  that  of 
the  common  cedar,  though  the  taste  and  smell  is  the  same. 

Hie  country  around  has  been  so  recently  hunted  that 
the  game  are  extremely  shy,  so  that  a  white  rabUt,  two  boa«- 
ver,  a  deer,  and  a  bald  eagle  were  all  that  we  could  [Hrooare^ 
The  weather  had  been  clear,  warm,  and  pleasant  in  the, 
morning,  but  about  three  we  had  a  squall  of  high  wind  and 
rain  widi  some  thunder,  whieh  lasted  till  after  sunset  when 
it  again  cleared  off! 

Saturday  13.  We  set  out  at  sunrise,  and  at  nine  o^dock 
having  the  wind  in  our  favour  went  on  rapidly  past  a  timbered  ^ 
low  ground  on  the  south,  and  a  creek  on  th^  north  at  the 
distance  of  nine  miles,  whieh  we  called  Onion  creeks  from 
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the  quantity  of  that  plant  which  grows  in  the  plains  near  it: 
this  efeek  is  about  sixteen  yards  wide  at  a  mile  and  a  half 
above  its  mouth,  it  discharges  more  water  than  is  usual  for 
creeks  of  that  size  in  this  country,  but  the  whole  plain 
which  it  waters  is  totally  destitute  of  timber.  The  Missouri 
itself  widens  Tcry  remarKably  just  above  the  junction  with 
the  Little  Missouri:  immediately  at  the  entrance  of  the  lat- 
ter, it  is  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  so  shal- 
low diat  it  may  be  passed  in  canoes  with  setting  poles,  while 
a  few  miles  above  it  is  upwards  of  a  mile  in  width:  ten  miles 
beyond  Onion  creek  we  came  to  another,  discharging  itself 
en  the  north  in  the  centre  of  a  deep  bend:  oh  ascending  it 
for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  we  found  it  to  be  the  discharge 
of  a  pond  or  small  lake^  which  seemed  to  have  been  once 
the  bed  of  the  Missouri:  near  this  lake  were  the  remains  of 
ftrty-three  temporary  lodges  which  seem  to  belong  to  the 
Assiniboins,  who  are  now  on  the  river  of  the  same  name. 
A  great  number  of  swan  and  geese  were  also  in  it,  and  from 
this  circumstance  we  named  the  creek  Goose  creek,  and 
the  lake  by  the  same  name:  these  geese  we  observe  do  not 
build  their  nests  on  the  ground  or  in  sandbars,  but  in  the 
tops  of  lofty  Cottonwood  trees:  we  saw  some  elk  and  buffii* 
loe  to-^ay  bnt  at  too  great  a  distatiice  to  obtain  any  of  them, 
though  a  iiumber  of  the  carcases  of  the  latter  animal  are 
shewed  along  the  shore,  having  fallen  through  the  ice,  and 
been  swept  along  when  the  river  broke  up.  More  bald  eagles 
are  Been  OB  this  part  of  the  Missouri  than  we  have  previ- 
ously met  with;  the  small  or  common  hawk,  common  in 
ttpst  parts  of  the  United  States,  are  also  found  here:  great 
^antities  of  geese  are  feeding  in  the  prairies,  and  one  flock 
of  white  toantor  geese  with  black  wings,  and  some  gray 
brant  with  them  pass  up  the  river,  and  from  their  flight 
they  seem  to  proceed  much  farther  to  the  northwest.    We 
kiUed  two  antelopes  which  were  very  lean,  and  caught  last 
ii%ht  two  beaver:  the  French  hunters  who  had  procured 
seven,  tUnkibig  the  nei^ibonrhood  of  the  Little  Missoi^ri  a 
TOJi.  I.  »  b 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


186  Lmi$  mni  Clarke' $  BxpiiiUM 

coDTenient  huntiBg  groimd  for  that  animaly  relMiiied  te« 
hind  tHere:  in  the  eirening  we  encamped  in  a  beautifiii  fW» 
on  Ihe  north  thirty  feet  i*ove  the  river,  having  made  twemty- 
two  and  a  half  miles. 

Sunday  14.  We*  flet  off  early  with  pleasant  and  fiof  weir 
ther:  a  dog  joined  us,  which  we  fuppose  had  strayed  fSrwi 
the  Assiniboin  camp  on  the  lake.    At  two  and  a  half  avbi 
we  passed  timbered  low  grounds  and  a  small  creek:  in  th^m 
low  grounds  are  several  uninhabited  lodges  built  with  thtf 
boughs  of  the  elm,  and  the  remains  of  two  recent  eneaap^ 
meats,  wliich  from  the  hoops  of  small  kegs  found  in  thw 
we  judged  could  belong  to  Assiniboins  only,  as  they  are  O^ 
only  Missouri  Indians  who  use  spirituous  Uquors:  of  theiO 
they  iu*e  so  passionately  fond  that  it  forn»  their  chief  in* 
ducement  to  visit  the  British  on  the  Assudboin,  to  whiMa 
they  barter  for  kegs  of  rum  their  dried  and  poiHMled  maBt$ 
their  grease,  and  the  sUns  of  large  and  small  wolves^  aad 
small  foxes.     The  dangerous  exchange  is  tran^orted  40 
their  camps  with  their  friends  and  rctotions,  and  soon  ex- 
hausted in  brutal  intoxication:  so  far  from  eonsiderigg 
drunkenness  as  disgraceful,  the  vromen  and  children  are 
permitted  and  invited  to  share  in  these  excesses  with  their 
husbands  and  fathers,  who  boast  how  often  their  skin  and 
industry  as  hunters  has  supplied  them  with  the  means  of 
intoxication:  in  this,  as  in  their  other  habits  and  euslontff 
they  resemble  the  Sioux  from  whom  they  are  descended: 
the  trade  with  the  Assiniboins  and  Knistenaux  is  Mcovar 
ged  by  tlie  British,  because  it  procures  j^vision  for iheir 
engages  on  their  return  fimn  Bi^ny  lake  to  tiie  En^piJUidk 
river  and  the  Athabasky  country  where  they  wkrter; 
men  being  obliged  during  that  voyage  to  pass 
through  a  country  but  scantily  supplied  wUh  game, 
halted  for  dinner  near  a  large  village  of  burrowing  sqi 
rels,  who  we  observe  generally  select  a  southeasterly  e: 
sure,  though  they  are  sometimes  found  in  the  plains, 
ten  and  a  quarter^miles  we  came  to  the  lower  point  of 
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iilandi  whidi  from  the  day  of  our  arriral  there  we  called 
j         AikBday  island:  here  theiAter  washes  the  bases  of  the  hills 
I        on  both  sides  and  above  the  island,  which  with  its  sandbar 
extends  a  mile  and  a  half:  two  small  ereeks  fall  in  IVom  the 
south;  the  uppermost  of  these>  which  is  the  largest,  we  cal- 
led Chdbonean's  creek,  after  our  interpreter  who  once  en* 
uamfeA  on  it  seyeral  weeks  with  a  party  of  Indians.  Beyond 
this  no  white  man  had  eyer  been  exeept  two  Frenchmen^ 
Me  of  whom  Lapage  is  with  us,  and  who  having  lost  their 
wagr  straggled  a  few  mdles  further^  though  to  what  point  we 
•oiild  not  ascertain:  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  this 
lifauid  we  encamped  on  a  point  of  woodland  on  the  north, 
haTing  made  in  all  fourteen  miles* 
./        The  Assiniboins  have  so  recently  left  the  river  that 
game  is  scaree  and  shy.  One  of  the  hunters  shot  at  an  otter 
h$t  evening;  a  buffaloe  too  was  Ulled,  and  an  elk,  both  so 
poor  as  to  be  almost  unfit  for  use;  two  white  bear  were  also 
seen,  and  a  muskrat  swimming  across  the  river.    The  river 
•Mitinaes  wide  and  of  about  the  same  rapidity  as  the  ordi- 
narj  current  of  the  Ohio.    The  low  grounds  are  wide,  the 
moister  parts  containing  timber,  the  upland  extremely  bro- 
ken^  vrithout  wood,  and  in  some  places  seem  as  if  they  had 
^gfped  down  in  massesi>f  several  acres  in  surface.  The  mine* 
ral  appearances  of  salts,  ooai,  and  sulphur,  with  the  burnt  hill 
and  puiDicestone  continue,  and  a  bituminous  water  about  the 
colour  of  strong  lye,  with  the  taste  of  glauber  salts  and  a 
^^gkt  tineture  of  allum.    Many  geese  were  feeding  in  the 
fg9irk&^9  andanumberof  magpies  who  build  their  nests  much 
l&be 'those  of  the  blackbird  in  trees,  and  composed  of  small 
siSekis^  leaves  and  grass,  open  at  top:  the  <e£^  is  or  a  bluish 
kr^vrn  colour,  freckled  with  red£sh  brown  spots.    WeUlso 
kfiled  a  largo  hooting  owl  resembling  that  of  the  United 
States^  exeept  that  it  was  more  booted  and  clad  with  fiiathers. 
Otk  the  hills  are  many  luromatie  herbs>  resembling  |n  taste. 
Bit  I II  and  appearance  the  sage,  hysop,  wormwood,  southern 
mmoAf  JunipeiP  and  dwarf  cedw;  a  plant  also  about  two  tv 
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three  fioet  high,  similftr  to  the  eanpher  in  sindl  and  tnitc» 
and  another  plant  of  the  Mune  one,  wiA  a  long^  MuroWf 
smooth^  soft  leaff  of  an  agreeaUe  smell  and  flaTouTt  whieh  ia 
a  faTOurite  food  of  the  antelope,  whose  neoks  are  often  pev- 
ftimed  by  mbbing  against  it. 

Monday  ±5.  We  proceeded  under  a  fine  breeze  from  the 
touth^   and  elear  pleasant  weather.    At   se^en  niila»  im 
reached  the  lower  point  of  an  island  in  a  bend  to  the  soi^di, 
which  is  two  miles  inlength*  Captain  Clarke^  who  went  abont 
nine  miles  northward  from  the  rt?er  reached  the  high  growde, 
whiehf  like  those  we  haye  seen,  are  level  plains  wkboirt 
timber;  here  he  obsenred  a  nnmber  of  drains,  which  deseesf- 
ing  from  the  hills  ptirsue  a  northeast  coarse,  and  probably 
empty  into  the  Mouse  riTer,a  branch  of  the  Assuiiboin,  which 
from  Indian  accounts  i^proaches  Tcry  near  to  the  Misson- 
ri  at  this  place.  Like  all  the  riTulejts  of  this  neighbonrhpod 
these  drains  were  so  strongly  impr^;nated  with  mineral  salts 
that  they  are  not  fit  to  drink.    He  saw  also  the  remains  of 
severai  camps  of  Assiniboins:  the  low  grounds  on  i>oth  sidk»s 
of  the  rirer  are  extensive,  rich,  and  level.    In  a  little  pond 
on  the  north,  we  heard  for  the  first  time  this  season  the 
croaking  of  frogs,  which  exactly  resembles  that  of  the  small 
frogs  in  the  United  States:  there  are  also  in  these  plains 
great  quantities  of  geese,  and  maqy  of  the  grouse^  or  prairie 
hen,  as  they  are  called  by  the  N^  W.  company  traders;  the 
note  of  the  m^e,  as  far  as  words  cap  represent  it,  is  cook, 
•ook,  cook,  coo,  coo,  coo,  the  first  part  of  which  both  male 
and  female  use  when  flying;  the  male  too  drums  with  his 
wings  when  he  flies  in  the  same  way,  thou^  not  so  loud  as^tho 
pheasant;  they  appear  to  be  mating.  Some  deer,  elk,  and  goals 
were  in  the  low  grounds*  and  bufi^oe'  on  the  sand  beaches, 
but  they  were  uncommonly  shy;  ^e  also  saw  a  black  bearf 
and  two  white  ones.  At  fifteen  miles  we  passed  on  the  north 
side  a  small  creek  twenty  yards  wide,  which  we  called  Goat* 
pen  creek,  from  a  park  or  enclosure  for  the  purpose  of  catch- 
ing that  animal,  which  those  who  vreat  up  the  creek  Um^ 
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Md  lAidi  "wejnmmiB  to  Inva  been  kft  Igr  Qm . 
Its  wnter  is  impregMted  with  miperei  salte^  utd  Um  eo«»- 
try  tJiroogh  whieh  it  flows  o<ttud$tft  of  wide  Md  yftatj  fsrtife 
fdwiBStbfitwiUioiitaiQr  trees.  WeeMMnpedatthedistaMt 
of  twenty-tturee  mUesy  on  h  saiidpoiiit  to  the  soath;  we.pM» 
ittd  ia  the^Teiiiqgaroekiii  the  niUIeof  tlie  rtTcr»  Iht  eliaa- 
wel  of  wUeha^tle  abow  our  ean^  is  oonfiaed  walhin  ei^igr 
yards. 

Tuesday  16.  ISiej^DXwiBSwasokar/thewiadUgbtlhfli 
die  S.  £•  The  eountry  preseirtsDie  same  appeMranee  of  low 
plains  aad  meadows  on  the  river»  bounded  a  few  ndles  bask 
by  broken  hUls,  which  endin  hi{;h  level  fertile  lands,  tha 
fnantily  of  timber  is  howerer  iaereasingw  The  af^earanaos 
of  jninends  eontinnes  as  nsnali  aad  to-day  .we  fennd  aeroral 
stones  whieh  seemed  to  haTO  been  wood,  first  earbimated 
and  ihm  petrified  by  the  water  of  the  Missoari,  wiiieh  has 
Ute  same  efibet  on  many  Tegetiddesiibstanees.  Thweii  in- 
deed reason  to  beliew  thait  the  strata  of  eoal  in  tha  hiBs 
aanse  the  fire  and  appearanoes  whieh  they  ediiMt  of  beiag 
biinied;  Whenever  these  marks  present  theaiselTos  in  the 
Unffii  on  the  rir^p,  ^e  ooalis  seldom  seen,  and  when  fennd 
in  the  nei^boorhood  of  the  strata  of  burnt  earth,  tiie  eoal 
wUk  the  saad  and  snlphmpous  matter  usually  aeoompaayii^ 
It,  in  preeisely  at  the  same  height  and  neariy  rfthe  same 
thiehjiess  with  those  strata.  We  passed  three  small  eredcs 
or  radier  rung,  whieh  rise  in  the  hills  to  the  north.  Nam* 
hero  of  geese,  and  a  few  dueks  chiefly  of  Uie  raallwd  aad 
bine  willed  teal,  many  bafiUoe,  elk  and  deer  were  also  A- 
serrod,  and  in  the  timbered  low  grounds  this  morning  we  were 
.  surprised  to  ob^enre  a  great  quantity  of  old  hornets'  nests: 
we  encamped  in  a  point  of  woods  on  the  south,  haying  come 
eighteen  mfles,  though  the  circuits  which  we  were  obliged 
te  nanke  round  sandtwrs  Tcry  much  increased  the  real  dis- 
tance. 

Wednesday,  April  17.  We  set  off  early,  Oe  weather  being 
iiae>  aad  the  wM  so  faTouraUe  as  toenaUe  us  to  siditho 
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gresterpiftef  theoowie.  At  ton  and  three  qntrteri 
we  patseda ereek  ten  jardt  wide  on  the  senth;  at  eiglrteMi 
milei  a  little  nm  ea  tlM  northy  and  at  njght  eneanped  in  a 
woody  pi^nt  on  the  toath*  We  had  traTeUed  tweatj-«is 
miles  through  a  eonntry  similar  to  thatof  yesterday^  exeept 
that  there  were  greati^  appearanees  of  bomt  hills»  faraidi- 
ing  large  quantities  of  laya  and  pumieestoney  of  the  last  of 
whieh  we  observe  some  pieees  floating  down  the  riyer,  as  w# 
had  previously  doae*  as  low  as  the  little  Missouri.  In  all 
the  copses  of  wood  are  die  remains  of  the  Assinftoin  en- 
eampments;  aroiund  ns  are  great  quantities  of  game,  sueh  aa 
herds  of  bufkloe^  elky  aatel<q^s>  some  deer  ami  wolrest  thm 
tracks  of  bears,  a  curiae  was  also  seen,  and  we  obtained 
three  beayer,  the  flesh  of  idiieh  is  miure  relished  by  the  moD 
than  any  other  food  which  we  have,  inst  before  we  enean^ 
ed  we  saw  some  tracks  of  Indians,  who  had  passed  twenty* 
four  hoors  beferOf  and  left  four  rafts,  and  whom  we  supposed 
to  be  a  band  of  Assiniboins  on  their  return  from  war  again^ 
the  Indians  on  the  Boeky  mountains. 

Thursday  18.  We  had  again  a  pleasant  day,  and  pro- 
eeedcd.  on  with  a  westorly  wind,  wUeh  however  changed 
to  N.  W.  and  blew  so  hard  that  we  were  obliged  to  stop  ae^ 
one  o'clock  and  remain  four  hours,  when  it  abated  and  we 
then  continued  our  course. 

We  encamped  about  dark  on  a  woody  bank  having  made 
thirteen  miles.  The  country  presented  the  usud  varied 
•f  highlands  interspersed  with  rich  plains.  In  one  of  these 
.  we  observed  a  species  of  pea  bearing  a  yellow  flower,  whi^- 
is  now  in  blossom,  the  leaf  and  stalk  resemWng  the  eonK 
men  pea.  It  seldom  rises  higher  than  six  inches,  and  the 
root  is  perennial.  On  the  rose  bushes  we  also  saw  a  quan^ 
tity  of  the  hair  of  the  buffaloe,  which  had  become  perfeetly 
white  by  exposure,  and  resembled  the  woid  of  the  sheep, 
except  that  it  was  much  finer  and  more  soft  and  silky.  A 
buffaloe  which  we  killed  yesterday  had  shed  his  long  hairr 
and  that  whieh  remained  was  about  two  in^es  lo^;,  thiekf 
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ioe,  and  would  have  f  ftrnidied  fiye  pouiidi  of  wmI^  of  wUek 
.we  hare  no  doabi  an  ezoellont  oloth  may  be  made.  Our 
game  to-day  wks  a  beavor,  a  deeir>  an  elk,  and  some  geestf; 
The  rirer  has  been  erooked  uU  day  and  bearing  towards  the 
■oath. 

.  On  the  hiUs  we  obserted  eonside)*aUe  quantiUes  of  dwarf 
jumper,  which  seldom  grows  higher  than  three  feet.  We 
kfiled  in  the  eourse  of  the  day  an  elk»  tliree  geese  and  a 
beaTor.  Thr  Oeaver  on  this  part  of  the  Missouri  are  in 
greater  quantities^  larger  and  fatteri  and  their  fur  is  more 
idbundant  and  of  a  darker  eolonr  than  any  we  had  hitherto 
seen:  their  favourite  food  seems  *to  be  the  bark  of  the 
eottmiwood  and  wiBow»  as  we  have  seen  no^  other  species 
of  tree  that  has  been  touehed  by  them>  and  these  they  gnaw 
to  Ae  ground  through  a  diameter  of  twenty  inches. 

Tlie  next  day^  Friday^  19thf  the  wind  was  so  high  ttom 
northwest  that  we  eonld  not  proceed^  but  being  less  vio- 
knt  on 

Saturday^  20th>  we  set  off  about  seven  o'clock,  and  had 
nearly  lost  one  nithe  eanoes  as  we  left  the  shore,  by  the 
falling  in  of  a  large  part  of  the  bank.  The  wind  too  be* 
enme  again  so  strong  that  we  could  scarcely  make  erne 
mile^  an  hour,  and  the  sudden  sqpialls  so  dangerous  to  the 
small  boats,  that  we  stopped  for  the  night  among  some  wil* 
lows  on  the  north,  not  being  able  to  advance  more  than  six 
and  a.  half  miles.  In  vralking  through  the  neighbouring 
^aias  we  fbund  alne  fertile  soil  covered  with  cottonwood,- 
Mime  box,  alder,  ash,  red  elm,  and  an  undergrowth  ofwll- 
i0W>  rosebushes,  honeysuckle,  red  willow,  gooseberry,  cur« 
.  rtmt,  and  serviceberries,  and  along  the  foot  of  the  hills 
gteat  quantities  of  hysop.  Onr  hunters  procured  elk  and 
deer  which  are  now  lean,  and  six  beaver  which  are  fatter 
9aA  more  palatable.  Along  the  plain  there  were  also  some 
Indian  camps;  near  one  of  these  was  a  scaffold  about  seven 
feet  high,  on  which  were  two  sleds  with  their  harness,  and 
vmAw  it  the  body  of  a^fenudci  carefuUy  wrapped  in  several 
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^bMMdboflUoo  Mm;  newitlmy  a  bug  mirie  nf  buffidM 
iidii,  e««teiaiiig  a  pair  of  moeeasiiiiy  some  red  and  biM 
pafait»  beater's  nailt^  serapers  for  dressing  hides>  sohm  dried 
roots,  se? erd  plaits  of  swcnet  grass,  nd  a  small  qaanti^  of 
Mandan  tobae^o.  Tbese  things  as  well  as  the  body  its^ 
had  probaUy  fallen  down  by*  aeeident,  as  the  eustom  is  to 
^bee  them  on  the  seafibM.  At  a  little  distanee  was  the 
body  of  a  di^  not  yet  deeayed,  who  had  mot  this  reward  for 
hafii^  dragged  thus  fiir  in  the  sbd  the  eorpse  of  his  mis- 
tress, to  whom  aoeording  to  the  Indian  usage  he  had  been 
saerifleed. 

Sunday,  Slit.  Last  ni|^  tiwre  was  a  hard  while  frost, 
and  this  morning  liie  w«ather  eold,  but  elear  and  j^easant: 
In  die  eonrse  of  the  day  howeyer  it  beeame  elou^y  and  the 
wind  rose.  Hie  eoutitry  is  of  the  same  deseription  as.iHtUn 
the  few  last  days.  We  saw  immense  quaatitles  of  biAloe, 
elk,  deer,  antelopes,  geese,  and  some  swan  and  doeks,  out 
of  whieh  we  proeured  three  deer,  fbur  buflUoe  ealfes, 
whieh  last  are  equal  in  flaTonr  to  the  niost  delieious  Teal; 
also  two  bearer,  and  an  otter.  We  passed  one  large  and 
two  small  ereelu  on  the  south  side,  and  reached  at  sii^een 
miles  the  mouth  of  Whiteearth  river,  eoming  in  tttaa  the 
north.  Thi9  river  befbre  it  reaehes  the.  low  grounds  near 
the  Missouri,  ia  a  fine  bold  stream  sixty  yards  wide,  and  is 
deisp  and  navigable,  hut  it  is  so  much  ehoked  up  at  the 
entranee  fay  the  mud  of  the  Missouri,  that  its  mouth  is  not 
more  tlian  ten  yards  wide.  Its  eonrse,  as  far  as  we  eoidi 
diseem  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  is  nearly  due  nortt^ 
passing  through  a  beautiful  and  fertile  valtoy,  tiiou^  with- 
out a  tree  or  bush  of  any  deseription.  Half  a  mile  beyond 
tliis  river  we  eneamped  on  the  same  side  below  a  point  i^ 
highland,  whieh  from  its  appearance  we  call  Cut  bluff 

Monday,  $^  Tlie  dhy  elear  and  eold:  we  passed  a  high 
blpff  on  the  north  and  plains  on  ttie  south,  in  which  were 
large  herds  of  buflUoe,  tiU  ImNikfast,  when  the  wind  beeamo 
so  strong  ahead  that  we  prooeoded  with  difllculty  evmi  with^ 
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(be  aid^of  the  towHne.  Some  of  the  party  Mw  lirttlked  merest 
Ae  VhkeewUi  riter,  wkkh  here  at  the  distaiiee  of  fbttr 
BiUe»fromit8  mouth  appveaeheiyeryaear  to  the  llittoiuru  it 
eontalns  more  water  than  is  usaal  hi  strc^ama  of  the  same 
size  at  this  season,  with  st^p  bankr  ^boat  ten  or  twehm 
feet  higby  and  the  water  is  maeh  elearer  than  that  of  the 
Mbsonri;  the  salts  whidi  have  been  mentioned  as  eommon 
on  the  Missondt  are  here  so  abnndant  that  in  many  ]daees 
the  ground  appears  perfeetly  white,  and  from  tiiis  eir- 
eumstaoee  it  may  have  derived  its  namoj  it  waters  an 
<^n  eouDtry  and  is  navigable  almost  to  its  souree,  whieh 
is  not  far  £rom  the  Saskaskawaa,  and  judging  fnmi  its  size 
ftad  eonrsot  it  is  probable  that  it  extends  as  far  north  as  the 
fifUedi  degree  of  latitude.    After  mueh  d^y  in  eonse- 
qnenee  of  Uie  liigh  wind,  we  sueeeeded  in  making  eleven 
ttttes,  and  encamped  in  a  lowground  on  the  south  eovMed 
With  eoUonwood  and  rabUtberrtes.    The  UUs  of  the  Blis* 
sonri  near  this  place  esJiibit  large  irregular  broken  masses 
of  rocks  and  stones,  some  of  whieh,  although  two  hundred 
fcet  above  the  water,  seem  at  some  remote  period  to  hare 
been  subject  to  its  influenee,  being  apparent^  vrom  smooth 
by  the  agitation,  of  the  water.    I'hese  rocks  and  stones  coil- 
sitft  of  tHUte  and  gray  granite,  a  brittle  black  ro^,  lint, 
fimestone,  freestone,  some  small  specimens  9t  an  exedOent 
pebUe,  and  occasionally  broken  stratas  of  a  black  coloured 
stine  like  petrilled  wood,  vrhieh  make  good  whetstones.  ■' 
The  usual  aj^earanecs  of  coal,  or  carbonated  wood,  and 
pumioestone  still  continue,  the  coal  being  of  a  better  quality 
and  wrhen  burnt  affbrds  a  hot  and  lasting  fire,  emitting  very 
Httk  smoke  or  flame.    There  are  large  herds  of  deer,  eft, 
btttfaloe,  and  antelopes  in  view  of  us:  the  buffiUoe  are  not 
so  shy  as  the  rest,  for  they  suflfcr  us  to  approach  vrithin  ona 
hundred  ya^  before  they  run,  and  then  stop  and  resume 
dieir  pasture  at  a  very  short  distance.  The  wolves  to-day 
pursued  a  herd  of  them,  and  at  length  caught  a  calf  tliat 
Wto  ttnabte  to  k^  up  Wiflt  the  res^  the  stothers  on  thetfo 
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oeeasiom  defending  their  yonng  as  long  as  tbey  can  retreat 
as  fast  as  the  herd,  bat  seldom  returning  any  distance  to 
seek  for  tbem. 

Tuesday  95.  A  clear  and  pleasant  momingt  but  at  nine 
o^ctoek  the  wind  became  so  high  that  the  boats  were  in  dan- 
ger of  upsetting;  we  therefore  were  forced  to  stop  at  a 
place  of  safety  till  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  wind 
being  lower  we  iH*oceedeil  and  encamped  on  the  north  at 
the  distance  of  thirteen  and  a  half  miles:  the  party  on  shore 
brought  us  a  boifUoe  calf  and  three  blacktailed  deer:  the 
9and  on  the  rirer  has  the  same  appearances  as  usnal,  except 
that  the  quantity  of  wood  increases. 

Wednesday  %^.  The  wind  blew  so  high  during  the  whole 
day  that  we  were  unable  to  move;  such  indeed  was  its  vie- 
lence^  that  although  we  were  sheltered  by  high  timber  the 
waves  wet  maiqr  articles  in  the  boi^;  the  hunters  went  out 
and  returned  with  four  deer>  two  elk^  and  som^  young 
wolves  of  the  small  kind.  The  party  are  very  much  a^eted 
with  sore  eyes,  which  we  presume  ar^  oociMioned  by  the 
vast  quantities  of  sand  which  are  driven  from  the  sandbars 
in  such  clouds  as  often  to  hide  from  us  the  view  of  the  oppo- 
site bank.  The  particles  of  tfiis  sand  are  so  fine  ^ond  light 
that  it  Aoats  fbr  miles  in  the  air  like  a  column  of  thick 
smokCf  and  is  so  penetrating  that  nothing  can  be  kept  flree 
from  it,  and  we  are  cbmpelled  to  eat,  drink,  and  breathe 
it  very  copionsly.  To  the  same  cause  we  attribute  the  dis- 
order of  (me  of  our  watches,  although,  her  cases  are  douUe 
and  tight;  since  without  any  defect  in  its  works^  that  we  caa 
discover,  it  wiH  not  run  for  more  than  a  few  minutes  with- 
out stopping. 

Thursday  25.  The  wind  mbderated  this  morning,  InA 
iras  still  high;  we  therefore  set  out  eariy,  the  weather  beii^ 
so  cold  that  the  water  froze  on  the  oars  as  ire  rowed,  and 
about  ten  o^elock  the  wind  increased  so  much  that  we  were 
obliged  to  stop.  This  detention  from  the  wind  and  the  re- 
ports from  our  hunters  of  the  crookedness  of  the  river,  in- 
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iluced  us  to  believe  that  yue  were  at  no  great  dlttanee  firom 
Che  Yellowstone  river.  In  order  therefore  to  prevent  delay 
as  mueh  as  possible^  ei^;»tain  Lfewls  determined  to  go  on  by 
land  in  search  of  that  river,  and  make  the  neeessary  ob> 
servationsy  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  proeeed  on  immediately 
after  the  boats  should  join  him:  he  therefore  landed  abont 
eleven  o*elock  on  the  south  side^  accompanied  by  four  men; 
the  boats  were  prevented  from  going  until  five  in  the  after- 
noon, when  they  went  on  a  few  miles  further  and  enean^wd 
for  the  night  at  the  distance  of  fourteen  and  a  half  miles. 

Friday  ^.  We  continued  our  voyage  in  the  morning  and 
by  twelve  o'clock  encamped  at  eight  miles  distance,  kt  the 
junction  of  the  Missouri  and  Tellowstone  rivers;  where  we 
were  soon  joined  by  captain  Lewis. 

On  leaving  us  yesterday  he  pursued  his  route  along  tlie 
fbot  of  the  Mils,  which  he  ascended  at  the  distance  of  eight' 
miles;  from  these  the  wide  plains  watered  by  the  Mbsourl 
and  the  Yellowstone  spread  themselves  before  the  eye,  oc* 
casionally  varied  with  the  wood  of  the  banks,  enlivened  by 
the  in*egular  windings  of  the  two  rivers,  and  animated  by 
vast  herds  of  buflaloe,  deer,  elk,  and  antelope.   'The  oonflo*' 
enee  of  the  two  rivers  was  concealed  by  the  wood,  but  the 
Yellowstone  itself  was  only  two  miles  distant  to  the  south. 
He  the^fore  descended  the  hills  and  encamped  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  having  kiUed  as  he  crossed  the  plain  four  buf- 
faloes; the  deer  alone'  are  shy  and  retire  to  the  woods,  bat 
the  elk,  antelope,  and  buffaloe  suffered  him  to  approach 
them  vrithout  alarm,  and  often  followed  him  quietly  flnr  some 
distance.    This  morning  he  sent  a  man  up  the  river  to  ex- 
amine it,  while  he  proeeeded  down  to  the  Junction:  the 
ground  on  the  lower  side  of  the  Yellowstone  near  its  mouth, 
is  flat,  and  for  about  a  mile  s^ms  to  be  subject  to  inunda- 
tion,  ^liile  that  at  the  point  of  junction,  as  well  as  mi  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Missouri,  is  at  the  usual  height  often  > 
or  eighteen  feet  above  the  water,  and  Uierefore  not  over* 
fl^wtt.     There  is  more  timber  in  tiie  neighbourhootl  of  thia 
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plM6,tiiiMtlM  Ubiowi, as fw below MtkeWhitoearih 
liffr,  tkM  M  any  oiker  part  of  the  SBttowi  on  tUs  ftide  of 
tkeChajeuie:  thetimbereonistapriaeipallyoreottMwoodf 
yMk  some  small  elm.  adi,  and  box  alder.  On  the  sandbars 
aad  doog  the  8Mi|^n  of  the  river  grows  the  small-leafed 
willowy  ia  the  low  grounds  a^feiniBg  are  seatlered  rosebush* 
es  three  or  fbar  feet  hi^,  the  Tedberry,  serficeberry  and 
redwood.  The  higher  plains  %tt  eitlHir  immediately  oa  the 
ikwtf  in  whieh  case  they  are  generally  timbered,  aad  ham 
aa  nadergrowth  like  that  of  the  low  grounds,  witkthe  oddi* 
ttoD  of  tho  broad-leafMl  wiHow,  gooteberry,  ehokeehetry, 
parple  eurrant,  and  honeysooUe:  or  they  are  between  tibe 
low  grounds  aad  the  UHs,  and  for  the  most  part  without 
wood  or  any  thing  e<eept  Imrge  quantities  of  wild  hysop; 
this  jj^aat  rises  about  two  fiset  high,  aad  like  the  willow  of 
the  sandbars  in  a  fevonrite  food  of  the  baflhloe,  elk,  doeri 
grouse,  poreupine,  hare,  mid  rabbit.  This  river  which  had 
beea  known  to  the  French  as  the  Boche  Jaune,  or  as  we  haire 
mAed  it  the  Yellowstone,  rkes  according  to  Indian  faifbr- 
matiopi  in  thr  Bocky  mountainB;  its  sonroes  are  near  those 
of  the  Missouri  and  the  I4atte,  aad  it  maybe  navigated  fas 
esaees  almost  to  its  head.  It  runs  first  through  a  mountain- 
ous  country,  but  in  many  pcffts  iisrtilo  and  well  timbered;  M 
then  waters  a  rich  delightfd  land,  br<Am  into  vaDies  a»d 
meadows,  and  well  supplied  with  wood  aad  water  liR  it  roach- 
es near  the  Missmiri  open  meadows  and  low  grounds,  sufl^ 
oiently  timbered  ou  its  borders.  In  the  upper  country  its 
oonrse  is  r^rescnted  as  very  rapid,  but  during  the  two  iMt 
aad  largest  porliotts,  its  current  is  much  more  gentle  tha« 
that  of  the  Missouri,  whieh  it  resembles  also  in  beii^iurhM 
thon(^  with  loss  seduBcat.  The  man  who  was  sent  up  die 
rifer,  reported  in  the  cvcimlgthat  he  had  gone  about  ei|^ 
mileSf  that  during  that  distance  the  river  winds  on  both  sidea 
of  aplain  four  or  ilve  miles  wide,  that  dm  current  was  gentle 
and  much  obstructed  by  sandbars,  dmt  at  five  milos  he  hmi 
met  witka  htffctiariieredidaBd^  three  milosboyoadwhMi « 
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ereek  falh  in  cm  tbe  S.E.  above  aygh  bhii;  in  vUeh mw 
several  strata  of  eeal.  The  country  at  far  as  be  eeaU  dii^ 
eem,  resembled  thiN;  of  Ae  Mhsooi'ir  umi  n  the  i^aki  he  mot 
severid  of  the  bighorn  aiumals,  bat  th^  were  too  shy  to  bo 
obtained.  The  bed  of  the  TcltowstonOf  as  we  obseryedit 
near  the  months  ioeomposed  9t  sand  and  mnd»  iritiiont  a 
sfisne  of  any  kind.  Just  above  the  oonAaehee  wo  measured 
the  two  rivers^  and  found  the  bed  of  the  IBsoouri  ive  hva^ 
dred  and  twenty  ywds  wide^  the  water  oeenpyteg  wif 
three  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  ehanoel  deqn  while 
the  ¥ellow9tone»  inoloding  Us  sandliar^  oeonpied  eighihna* 
^  dfed  and  fifiy^eight  yards,  with  two  hmidred  juA  nino<f <• 
seven  yards  of  water:  the  deepest  part  «f  the  ohannel  io 
twelve  fert»  but  the  river  is  'nowfidlingandsoMnt  (obo  moiv 
ly  at  its  summer  heif^t. 

April  ^7.  We  left  the  month  of  the  TeUowstone.  Froii 

Ihe  point  of  junetion  a  wood  oeeupies  thospaee  betwentho 

two  rivers>  whieh  at  the  distanee  of  a  imlo  eomes  within  two 

hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  eaeh  other.    There  a  beantiftd 

low  plain  eonkmenees»  and  widening  as  the  riyerp  reeedoa 

extends  along  eaeh  of  them  for  several  utiles,  riljn^  MkmH 

half  a  mile  from  the  Missouri  into  a  plain  twelve  fbet  hj|^r 

than  itself.    The  low  pUio  is  a  few  inehes  above  high  wa* 

ter  mark,  and  where  it  joins  the  higher  plain  there  is  a  ehan*^ 

B^l  ^  oixty  or  seventy  yards  In  width,  through  whieb  ^ 

part  of  the  Mksouri  when  at  its  greatest  height  pa»8es  into 

Ike  TellowstoM.     At  two  and  a  half  mOes  above  the  jiiae«^ 

tioB  and  between  the  high  and  low  plain  is  asBsall  lake,  tw# 

kwrfred  yards  wide>  extending  for  a  mile  parallel  with  tho 

IBosmui  along  the  e^  of  the  ui^rplain.    At  Ae  lower 

extremity  of  fliis  lake,  about  four  hundred  yards  firom  tto 

Mtesmiri,  and  twiee  that  distenee  from  the  Teflowstoi^ 

hsoi  situation  highly  digible  for  a  trading  estnUishmont;  it 

in  ia  the  high  plain  wltf  eh  extends  baek  three  miles  in  widths 

and  seven  or  eight  miles  in  length,  along  the  Teltowstono^ 

wlii0t«itis  bordered  by  n  oxtwsive  body  of  wooOmdy  aad 
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mbitg  the  DBMOori  witk  less  breadlh»  till  thfee  ntfles  above 
k  is  oireamseribed  t^  tlie  hills  wiiliia  a  qpaee  tmt  yards  ia 
width.    A  Btiffieient  quantity  of  limestoiie  for  buiUing  may 
easily  be  procured  near  the  jtmetion  of  the  ritersj  it  does 
not  lie  in  rc^ar  stratsis^  but  is  in  large  irregular  masset» 
of  a  light  eoiour  and  apparently  of  an  exeellent  quafitj. 
GametooisTeryaban^buit^  andasyet  quite  gentle;  above 
all^  its  elevation  reeomnends  it  as  preferable  to  the  land  at 
the  eonfluence  of  the  riyers,  whieh  dieir  variable  channels 
may  render  very  insecure.    The  N.  W.  irind  rose  so  hi^ 
at  eleven  o'clock^  that  we  were  obliged  to  stop  till  about 
four  in  the  aftemoon,  when  we  ^oeeeded  tUl  dusk.    On  die 
south  a  beautiflil  plain  separates  the  two  rivers,  till  at  about 
six  miles  there  is  a  timbered  piece  of  low  ground,  and  a  Ik* 
tie  above  it  bluffs,  where  the  country  rises  gradually  from 
the  river;  the  situations  on  the  nortfi  more  high  and  ( 
We  eneamped  on  that  side,  the  wind,  the  sand  which  it  i 
sed,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  cnrrent  toting  prevented  o«r 
advanchig  more  than  eight  miles;  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  day  the  river  becomes  wider  and  erouded  with  sandbars: 
although  the  game  is  in  such  plenty  we  kill  only  what  is  ne- 
cessary for  our  subsistence.  For  several  days  past  we  have 
seen  great  numbers  of  buflhloe  lying  dead  along  the  shore> 
and  some  of  them  partly  devoured  by  the  wolves;  they  have 
either  sunk  through  the  ice  during  the  winter,  orheen  drowi^ 
ed  in  attempting  to  cross,  or  else,  after  crossing  to  some 
high  bluff,  found  themselves  too  much  exhausted  either  to 
ascend  or  swim  back  again,  and  perished  for  want  of  food; 
in  this  situatlm  we  found  several  small  parties  of  them. 
There  are  geese  too  in  abundance,  and  more  bald-ea^tos  than 
we  have  hitherto  observed;  the  nests  of  these  last  being  al^ 
ways  accompanied  by  those  of  two  or  three  magpies,  whe 
are  their  inseparable  attendants. 


Digitized  by  VjO'OQ IC 


.      GHAPTEB  VIU. 

^■OMl  typcmnee  of  tah— Thtt  fiMrnidable.  fllianoter  of  the  iihito  be«i«— Fo^. 
•opine  liTer  detcnbed— 3etatifiil  tppearftnce  of  the  sunoQiidiiig  ooontrj— > 
Immente  quantities  of  j^me— Milk  river  deieribed — Eztraerdinaij  charte- 
ter  of  Bigdry  river— An  initanoe  of  uncommon  tenacity  of  lilt  in  a  white 
bear— Narrow  eaeape  of  one  of  (he  party  from  that  animal— A  ftill  more  re* 
omrkableinitanee—MaadMiell  river  deaeribed. 

Sunday  28.  The  day  was  dear  and  pleasant^  and  the 
wkkA  having  shifted  to  southeast*  we  eould  employ  our  sailsji 
and  went  twenty-fimr  nules  to  a  low  ground  on  the  north  op^ 
pMite  to  steep  bhiffii:  the  country  on  both  sides  is  mueh  bro* 
hen^  the  hills  approaehing  nearer  to  the  riyer^  and  foru- 
ing  bluffs^  some  of  a  white  and  others  of  a  red  eotour^^and 
exhibiting  Uie  i|sual  a^earanees  of  minerals^  and  some 
burnt  hills  thoiigh  without  auy  pumieestone;  the  salts  are 
in  greater  quantities  than  usual,  and  the  banks  and  sand- 
bars are  eoyered  vrith  a  white  incrustation  like  frost. 
The  law  grounds  are  leyel*  fertile  and  partially  timbered, 
but  are  not  so  wide  as  for  a  few  days  past.  The  woods 
are  now  green,  but  the  plains  and  meadows  seem  to  haye 
less  verdure  than  those  below:  the  only  streams  which 
we  met  to-day  are  two  small  runs  on  the  north  and  one  on 
the  south,  which  rise  in  the  nei^bouring  hills,  and  haye 
very  little  water*  At  the  distance  of  eigh|||^  miles  the 
Ml8«oui4  makes  a  considerable  bend  to  tha  southeast;  the 
game  is  ,yery  abundant,  the  common,  a:nd  mule  or  black* 
tailed  deer,  elk,  buffaloe,  antelopci  brown  bear,  beayer,  and 
geese.  The  beaver  have  committed  great  deyastation 
among  the  trees,  one  of  which,  nearly  three  feet  in  diameter, 
liad.be^CB  gnawed  through  by  them. 
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» 

Mottdaj  t9»  We  proceeded  early  with  a  roodeisate  wiivt 
eaptaia  Lewis  wlio  was  oa  sbure  with  oae  hunter  met  abeai 
eight  o'cIocIl  two  white  bears:  of  the  strength  and  feroei^. 
of  this  animid,  the  Indians  had  given  ns  dreadful  jaeeowts: 
thejr  never  attaek  him  bat  in  parties  of  six  or  eight  persons^ 
and  even  thep  are  often  defeated  with  the  loss  of  one  or 
more  of  the  party.  Having  no  weapons  hat  bows  and  arrawsr 
iftd  the  bad  gvns  with  whieh  the  traders  sap^y  them»  thqr 
are  obliged  to  approach  very  near  to  the  bear;  and  fis  no 
woand  exeopt  through  the  head  or  heart  is  mortal,  they 
fkeqnently  ihU.  a  saenfiee  if  they  miss  their  aim.  He  rather 
attacks  than  avoids  a  manf  and  sueh  is  the  terror  which  he 
hasinspSred>  that  the  Indians  Who  go  in  quest  of  hm  paint 
themselves  and  perform  all  the  superstitions  rites^euotomaf* 
ry  when  they  make  war  Ma  n^^bouring  nation*  Hitheria 
Aose  we  had  seen  did  not  appear  ^sirens  t^eneonatermg: 
nif  bnt  althouf^  to  a  skilful  riieman  the  danger  u  veigf 
ilneh  diminished^  yet  the  white  bear  is  stiU  a  temUe  aai- 
Md:  on  approaching  these  ^o^  both  eaptato  Lewis  and  the 
hunter  fired  and  each  wounded  a  bear:  one  of  them  maifehis 
eieape;  the  other  turned  upon  captain  Lewis  and  pursued 
Urn  seventy  or  eighty  yards,  but  being  badly  wounded  be 
could  not  run  so  fhst  as  to  prevent  him  from  reidadtng  his 
liiccCf  which  he  again  mmed  at  himt  and  a  third  shot  from 
the  hunter  bronght  Mm  to  the  ground:  he  was  a  male  not 
quite  full  grown,  and  weighed  about  three  hundred  pounds; 
the  legs  are  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  the  black  beary 
and  the  talcms  and  tusks  much  larger  and  longer.  The  les* 
iSeles  are  aldf^plaeed  moeh  farther  iRnrward  ud  suspended 
in  separate  podthes  from  two  to  four  inches  asunder,  wfa&e 
^osc  of  the  black  bear  are  situated  back  between  the  thighs 
and  in  a  sii%le  pouch  like  those  of  the  dog;itseolMrisayd- 
lowish  brown,  the  eyes  small.  Mack,  and  piercing,  the  front 
of  the  fore  legs  near  the  feet  is  usually  black,  and  the  tm^ 
is  finer,  thicker,  and  deeper  than  jAat  of  the  Mack  heart 
add  to  which,  it  is  a  more  furious  animal,  ai^  very  re- 
markable for  the  wounds  which  it  will  bear  wi|l^|^<^^^» 


up  the  Mi$$owrL  Mi 

WjD  are  snrrowided  whh  deer>  «lk»  baiSdoe,  aatekfes^ 
aad  their  eompaiuons  the  wol? es»  nrho  hare  beeome  more 
minierotts  and  Biake  great  ravages  UDsieiig  theoi:  the  hiUt 
are  here  mach  more  rough  and  b%h,  and  almost  orerfaaag 
the  banks  of  the  riyer«  There  are  greater  appearanees  of 
eoal  than  we  hare  hitherto  seen,  the  stratas  of  it  b^g  in 
aome  plaees  six  feet  thiok»  and  there  are  stratas  of  burnt 
earth,  whieh  are  always  on  the  same  level  with  those  of  epal* 
la  the  evening  after  eoming  twenty-five  miles  weeneamped 
at  the  entranee  of  a  river  whieh  empties  itself  into  a  bead 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri:  this  stream  whieh  we 
ealled  Martha^s  river,  is  about  fifty  yards  wide^  with  water 
for  fifteen  yards,  the  banks  are  of  earth,  and  ste^^  though 
not  high,  and  the  bed  prioeipally  of  mud.  Ci^tain  Clarfcej 
who  ascended  it  fbr  three  miles,  feand  that  it  eontinued  of 
Ike  same  widtii  with  a  geatle  earrent,  and  pursiung  its 
eeurse  about  north  SO*  west,  through  an  extensive,  fertile^ 
ud  beautiful  valley,  but  without  a  single  tree.  Hie  water 
b  elear,  and  has  a  brownish  yellow  tint;  at  this  ^aee  the 
highlands  wlMh  yesterdajr  mid. to-day  had  approaehed  so 
aear  the  river  beeame  lower,  and  reeedkigfrom  the  water 
left  a  valley  seven  or  eif^t  miles  wide. 

Tuesday  SO.  The  wind  was  high  from  the  nwth  during 
last  evening  and  eontinued  so  this  mormng:  we  however 
eentiniied,  and  found  the  river  more  winding  than  usual 
and  with  a  number  of  sand  irfands  and  bars,  on  one  of  whieh 
last  we  eneamped  at  the  distanee  of  tweaty4bur  miles. 
Hie  low  grounds  are  fertile  and  extensive  but  with  very 
little  timber,  and  that  oottonwood,  very  ba||fof  its  kindj 
hein^  too  raudl  for  planks,  and  broken  and  ^ad  at  the  top 
and  unsound  in  the  eentre  of  the  trunk.  We  passed  some 
aaeient  lo^es  of  driftwood  whieh  do  not  i^^ar  to  have 
been  lately  inhabited.  The  game  emtnmes  abundant:  we 
kiUed  the.  largest  nu^e  elk  we  have  yet  seen;  onplaeing 
it.  in  its  natund  ereet  position,  we  found  that,  it  measured 
five  feet  three  inches  from,  the  point  of  the  hoof  to  the  top 

vox.  I.  .      »  d  r^^^^T^ 
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of  tke  ihOttUer.  Tke  snlelopes  «re  yet  lew  vaA  the'b* 
malei  are  with  yoong:  this  leet  aad  qaiek-sli^led  arimal  It 
generaUy  Uie  Tietim  of  iU  OBriotity:  wben  they  first  tee  tlio 
hunters  they  run  with  great  velodty;  if  he  lies  down  oa  the 
groufid  ud  lifts  op  his  mmi»  his  hat,  or  his  foot,  the  aate- 
lope  returns  on  a  light  trot  to  look  at  the  ohjeet,  and  some- 
tfaaes  goes  and  ntnms  tW6  or  throe  times  till  they  i^prMsh 
witUn  reaeh  of  the  rifle:  so  too  they  sometimes  leare  tlieif 
ftiek  to  go  and  look  at  the  wolves  who  eroneh  down,  and  if 
the  aatdope  be  frightened  nt  Srst  n^peat  the  same  manon- 
▼ro,  and  sometimes  relieve  eaeh  other  till  they  deeoy  it 
from  the  pwQr  when  they  seiae  it.  Bat  generally  the  woIyos 
take  them  as  they  are  crossing  the  riyers,  ftr  altho^(h 
swift  of  foot  they  are  not  good  swimmers* 

Wednesday,  May  i.  The  wind  was  in  oar  &Toar  ami  we 
were  enabled  to  use  the  sails  tUl  twelre  o^eloek,  whoft  the 
wind  beoame  so  high  and  sqaally  tiiat  we  wer^  foreed  to 
eome  to  at  the  distanee  of  ten  miles  <m  the  sonth,  in  a  low 
ground  stocked  with  eottonwood,  and  remain  there  daring 
the  day;  one  of  the  eaaoes  being  separated  from  us,  and  not 
aUe  to  cross  over  in  eonseqaenee  of  die  high  waves*  Tiie 
country  around  is  more  pleasant  than  that  throogh  wiiioh 
we  had  passed  for  several  days,  the  hiUs  bang  lower^  Ae 
low  grounds  widw  and  better  supplied  with  timber^  wUoh 
consists  prineipaUy  of  eottonwood:  thie  nndergrowA  wiUow 
on  the  banks  and  sandbars,  rosebnshes,  redwillow^  and  tfeo- 
broad-leafed  willow  in  the  low  plains,  wliile  the  high  eotti- 
try  on  bodi  sides  is  one  extensive  plain  without  wood,  tho^h 
the  soil  is  a^|pk,  rich,  mellow  loam*  Our  hunters  kiUad^ 
buffaloe,  an  eMl^  a  goat,  and  two  beaver,  wid  abo  » Imnl  of 
the  plover  kind. 

Thursday,  Sd.  The  wind  eontinoed  Ugh  during  tlM 
night,  and  at  daylight  it  began  to  snow  and  did  not  stop  tiHT 
ten  o'clock,  wh»  the  ground  was  covered  an  inch  daopi» 
forming  a  striking  contrast  with  the  vegetation  which  ia 
ttow  eoniidorably  advanced;  some  lowers  havhig  put  fiMrOi^ 
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wd  Um  6«ltoiiwMd  \ewe9  as  Isvge  as  a  ddlar.  Tlie  wnd 
lalkd  dboat  five  o'eloek  in  the  afteraooii)  and  we  then  pra- 
eeeded  along  wide  fertile  low  gronnds  and  high  leTol  phfatsy 
and  eaeavped  at  the  distanee  of  foar  miles.  Our  game  to* 
day  was  deer»  elk»  and  buffalee:  we  also  proeared  thrsa 
heaTer  who  are  qaite  gentle^  aa  Ihej  have  not  been  hnnted, 
hat  when  the  hunters  are  in  pnrsait  they  noTer  leave  their 
huts  during  the  day:  this  animal  we  esteem  agreat  dettoa^y^ 
partieularly  the  tail*  which  when  boiled  resembles  in  flavour 
tho  flesh  tongues  and  sonnds  of  the  codfish>  aad  is  generally 
so  large  as  to  afiiMrd  a  plendful  meal  for  two  muen.  One  of 
the  hunters  in  passing  near  an  old  Indian  eamp  finmd  seve- 
ral yards  of  searkt  elolhf  su^nded  on  the  bo«(^  of  aireo 
as  a  sacrifiee  to  the  deity  by  the  Assiaiboins:  the  eustom  of 
making  these  eflferings  being  common  among  that  people 
as  indeed  among  all  the  Indians  on  the  Mi««oi|ri.  llieair 
was  sharp  this  evening;  the  water  froTC  on  the  ,oars  as  we 
rowedt  and  in  the  momingt 

Friday,  Sd,  the  weather  became  qaite  cold^  the  ice  was 
a  qjsmrttr  rfaa  inch  ibkk  in  the  l^ettlci  and  the  snow  still 
eontinued  on  the  hills  though  it  has  meUed  firom  the  plaini- 
The  wind  too  eontinued  lug^  from  the  westt  but  not  so 
vMently  as  to  prevent  our  going  on.  At  two  miles  from 
aur  encampment  we  passed  a  curious  eidleetion  of  bushes 
•laboat  thirty  feet  bi^  aad  ten  or  twelve  in  diameter,  tied  in 
Ae  form  of  a  fasciae  and  standing  on  wd  in  the  middle  of 
the  low  ground:  this  too  we  supposed  to  have  been  left  ky 
4ie  Indians  as  a  rel%io«s  saeriflce:  at  twelve  e^cloek  the  usual 
hour  we  halted  for  dinner.  The  low  grounds  on  the  river 
are  much  aider  than  common,  sometimes  extending  from 
Ave  to  nine  miles  to  the  highlandsf  which  are  much  lower 
Aaii  heretcfore,  not  being  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  feet 
d^ove  the  lower  fMm  throui^  all  this  valley  traces  of  the 
anient  bed  of  the  river  are  every  where  visible,  aad  sinoe 
the  hills  have  become  lower,  the  strata^  of  ooal,  buret 
aarthf  mi  pumioestone  bavo  in  a  great  measure  ceased. 
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Aere  being  in  fact  none  to-day.  At  the  divtanee  of  IbuHoM 
mifeg  we  reached  the  month  of  a  riTer  on  the  north,  wUeb 
ttom  the  nnusual  nnmber  of  porenpines  near  it,  we  ealled 
Porcupine  river.  This  is  a  bold  and  beautifol  stream  oae 
Irandred  and  tweWe  yards  wide,  though  the  water  is  only 
Ibrty  yards  at  its  entrance:  captain  Clarke  who  ascended  H 
sereral  miles  and  passed  it  above  where  it  enters  the  high 
lands,  found  it  continued  neariy  of  the  same  width  and  about 
knee  deep,  and  as  far  as  he  could  distinguish  for  twenty 
miles  from  the  hills,  its  course  was  from  a  little  to  the 
east  of  north.  There  was  much  timber  on  the  low  grovnds: 
he  found  some  limestone  also  on  the  surfhee  of  the  earth  in 
the  course  of  liis  walk,  and  saw  a  range  of  low  mountsias 
at  a  distance  to  the  west  of  north,  whose  direction  was 
northwest;  the  adjoining  country  being  every  where  levd^ 
fertile,  open,  and  exceedingly  beautifuL  The  water  of  Aia 
river  b  transparent,  and  is  the  only  one  that  is  so  of  all  i3nm 
Iftat  fhll  into  the  Missouri:  before  entering  a  large  sandbar 
through  wliieh  it  discharges  itself,  its  low  grounds  a«a 
formed  of  a  stiff  blue  and  Uack  clay,  and  its  banks  whieli 
are  from  eight  to  ten  feet  high  and  seldom  if  ever  ovetitow 
are  composed  of  the  same  materials.  From  the  quantity  of 
water  which  this  river  contains,  its  direction,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  country  through  which  it  passes,  it  is  not  ini* 
probaUe  that  its  sources  may  be  near  the  main  body  of  tho 
Saskaslutwan,  and  as  in  high  water  it  cu  be  no  doubt  navi* 
gated  to  a  considerable  distance,  it  may  be  rendered  the 
means  of  intercourse  witb^  the  Athabadcy  country,  tnm 
which  the  northwest  company  dM'ive  so  many  of  their  valua* 
ble  furs. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  this  river  a  creek  fklls  in  on 
the  south,  to  which  on  account  of  its  distance  from  the  moudi 
of  the  Missouri,  we  gave  it  the  name  of  Two-thousand  mile 
creek:  it  is  a  bold  stream  vrith  a  bed  thirty  yards  vride. 
Three  miles  and  a  half  above  Porcuf^e  river,  we  readied 
some  high  timber  on  thenortlif  and  eneamped  Just  idbove  vm 
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fM  thnaixA  of  the  rirer,  whieh  is  bow  dry.  Wt  taw  Tart 
qnandties  of  buflfUoe^  elk,  deer,  prindpally  of  tbe  loog  tail- 
ed kind,  antelopes,  beaTer,  geese,  daeks,  brant,  and  Bome 
svan.  Hie  porco^nes  too  are  numerous,  and  so  earelest  and 
elnmsy  that  we  can  ai^roaeb  yery  near  without  disturbing 
ttfeme  as  they  are  feeding  on  the  young  willowsf  towards 
ofeaiDg  we  also  found  for  the  first  time,  the  nest  of  a  goose 
anong  some  driftwood,  all  that  we  have  hitherto  seen  be- 
faig  on  the  top  of  a  Inroken  trpe  on  the  forks*  and  iatariaUy 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  or  more  in  height. 

Saturday  4.  We  were  detained  till  nine  in  order  to  repnhr 
t]m  rudder  of  one  of  the  boats^  and  when  we  set  out  the  wind 
was  ah^ad^  at  six  and  a  half  mike  we  passed  a  small  creek 
iaadeep  bend  <m  die  south  with  a  sand  island  opposite  to  itr 
aAAthen  passhig  along-an  exteasiTe  plaia  which  gradually 
liies  from  the  north  side  of  tbe  rirer,  encamped  at  the  dis- 
tanee  of  eighteen  miles  in  a  point  of  woofiand  on  the  north: 
tile  rirer  is  thu  day  wider  than,  usual^  and  crowded  with 
sandbars  on  all  sides:  the  country  is  lerel,  fertile,  and  beau- 
tifoly  the  low  grounds  cztensiYe  and  contain  a  much  greater 
portiMi  of  timber  than  is  common:  indeed  all  tbe  forepart 
of  the  day  the  jriyer  was  bordered  with  timliar  on  both  sides^ 
a  circumstance  very  rare  on  the  SfisB<Hiri,  and  the  first  that 
bM  occurred  since  we  left  the  Mandans.  There  are  at 
aeual  vast  quantities  of  game,  and  extremely  gentle;  the 
mpde  buffaloe  partieulariy  will  scarcely  give  way  to  us>  and 
m  we  approach  will  merely  look  at  us  for  a  moment,  as 
woething  new,  and  then  quietly  resume  their  feeding.  In 
the  course  of  the  day  we  passed  some  old  Indian  hunting 
camps,  one  of  which  consisted  of  two  large  lodges  fortified 
witha  circular  fence,  twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  diameter,  and 
Vude  of  timber  laid  horizontally,  the  beams  oTcrlayiqg  each 
other  to  the  height  of  five  feet,  and  covered  with  the  trunks 
a»d  limbs  of  trees  that  have  drifted  down  the  river:  the 
lodges  themselves  are  formed  by  three  or  nunte  strong  sticks 
about  th»  siae  of  a  man's  leg  or  arm^  a^d  tw^ve  fbet  long, 
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wUehtM  lAUMiiad  ftt  tke  top  by  a  vkitli  of  sAstt  wilkwif 
•ad  tprmAing  oot  so  m  to  twm  at  the  bate  a  eirele  of  tM 
«r  fourtoeo  ttti  in  (Bametor:  a^init  theie  are  pbeed  pieeet 
af  Ariftwood  aad  flUlon  limbery  asaally  in  three  rangee  one 
oa  the  other,  and  the  interttieet  are  eoTered  widi  learet, 
bark,  and  itraw,  so  aa  to  form  a  eoaieal  figpira  about  tea 
foot  high,  with  a  amail  aperture  hi  one  tide  for  the  dooK 
It  it,  howerer,  at  beat  a  yery  imperfoet  tbeker  againtt  the 
ineteneaeiet  of  the  teatont. 

Sanday  5.  We  had  a  tne  noraiBf ,  and  the  wind  htiig 
flrom  Ae  eatt  wo  ated  our  tailt.  Atthedittaneeofiremilet 
we  eame  to  a  tmall  itland,  and  twd?e  railet  fkrther  eneamp^ 
•d  on  the  north,  at  the  dtttanee  of  tOToateen  miles.  Vhe 
ooantry  Bfco  that  of  yetterday  is  beaatifid  in  the  extreMe. 
Aotong  the  vast  quantities  of  game  aronnd  ns,  we  dbtiu- 
gaith  a  small  tpoeies  of  goose  Offering  eonnderably  tMm 
the  eommon  Canadian  goose;  itt  neek,  head,  and  beak,  be- 
ing mueh  tliieker,  larger,  and  Aorter  in  proportion  to  Ut 
sixe,  wfateh  is  nearly  a  third  smaller;  the  noise  too  resell- 
Uing  more  that  at  the  brant  or  of  a  young  goose  that  hat 
not  yet  fiilly  acquired  its  note;  in  other  respects  its  fH>loufi 
habits,  and  the  number  of  feathers  in  the  tail,  the  two  i^e^ 
eies  correspond;  this  species  also  associates  in  flocks  witfi 
the  large  geese,  but  we  have  not  seen  it  pair  off  with  them. 
The  white  brant  is  aboat  the  size  of  the  common  brown 
brant,  or  two  thirds  of  the  eommon  goose,  than  which  it  it 
also  six  inches  shorter  from  the  extremity  of  the  wingt» 
though  the  beak,  head,  and  neck  are  larger  and  stronger: 
the  body  and  wings  are  of  a  beautiful  pure  white,  except 
the  black  feathers  of  the  first  and  second  Joints  of  the  wiiigft; 
the  beak  and  legs  are  of  a  reddish  or  flesh-eoloured  whlta, 
the  eye  of  a  moderate  size,  the  pupil  of  a  deep  sea-green  hr- 
eireled  with  a  ring  of  yellowish  brown,  the  tidl  consist  sC 
sixteen  feathers  equally  long,  the  flesh  is  dark  and  as  wdA 
as  Rs  note  dififers  but  little  from  those^  of  the  eommon  brant, 
^whom  in  form  and  habits  it  resembles,  and  with  whom  it 
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lom^tiBiei  unites  Id  a  wmmon  iMk|  ^m  wUtl  lirMit  ils# 
imoeiate  by  themieWet  in  lar|$e  floeks^  bnt  at  tk«y  ^  mC 
sa^m  to  be  jomUA  or  paired  <^,  it  it  doabtfttl  whethOT  tbogf 
retide  here  daring  the  tttnuner  tat  the  purpote  ef  rearttg 
tibtiryoangw 

The  wolvet  are  alto  rery  abondant^  mA  nre  of  two  ^e* 
(riet.  Firtt,  the  tmall  wolf  or  buttoiring  dog  of  the  pM* 
fiet,  wUeh  are  feand  ki  almott  aU  the  open  plaint.  It  it  of 
an  intermediate  tiae  between  the  Ibx  tdid  dog»  very  Ml* 
eht^y  fonimd»  fleet  and  aetiye*  Tlie  eart  are  large^  ereet# 
end  pointedi  the  head  long  and  pointed,  lihe  that  of  the  totf 
the  tail  long  and  buthyi  the  hair  and  fiir  of  a  pole  reddiih 
brown  eolour,  though  mneh  eoarser  tiian  that  of  the  t6t$ 
Q^  eye  of  a  de^  tea^green  eolonr,  tmall  and  piereing^  the 
ti^at  rather  longer  than  those  of  the  wolf  of  the  Atlantio 
atatet^  whidi  animal  as  fhr  as  we  ean  pereeife  is  not  to  be 
fitund  on  this  side  of  the  river  Platte.  These  wohres  nsts- 
ally  assoeiate  in  bands  often  or  twelVe,  and  are  rarely  if 
ever  seen  alone,  not  being  able  singly  to  attaek  a  deer  or 
antelope.  Tliey  lire  and  rear  theii*  yonng  in  barrows^ 
whioh  they  fix  new  some  pass  or  spot  modi  A^uented  by 
gamey  nnd  sally  out  in  a  body  against  any  anknal  whidh 
they  think  they  ean  overpower,  bnt  on  the  slightest  alarm 
retreat  to  thdr  barrows  making  a  noise  exaetly  Ufce  thl^ 
of  aiimaUdog. 

The  seeoad  species  is  lower,  shorter  in  the  legs  and 
thioker  than  the  Atlantie  wol^  Uiekr  colour,  which  is  not 
affisoted  by  the  seasons,  is  pf  every  variety  of  shade,  from  a 
gray  or  blaekish  brown  to  a  cream  coloured  white.  They 
do  not  barrow,  nor  do  they  bark,  bat  howl,  and  they  f^* 
qamt  the  woods  and  plains,  and  skulk  along  the  sUrts 
tf  tfa0  buffsdoe  herd! ,  an  order  to  attaek  the  weaiy  w 
wounded. 

Captain  Churke  and  one  of  the  hunters  met  this  evening 
the  largest  brown  bear  we  have  seen.  As  they  ftred  he 
did  iMt  attei^it  to  nttaok,  hut  «ed  wM^  h  most  tremen- 
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domi  Tcmtf  mad  tiidi  wm  iia  extnordinafy  iemmitj  UM$f 
that  althoagh  he  had  five  balls  pasted  thfaogh  his  laags 
and  five  other  woondsy  he  swam  more  than  half  aeross  the 
liTer  to  a  sandbar,  and  sorvived  twenty  rninmes.  He 
weighed  between  five  and  six  linndred  pounds  at  least,  and 
measured  eight  feet  soTen  inehes  and  a  luJffrom  the  nose 
to  the  extremity  of  the  hind  ieet,  five  feet  ten  inehes  and 
a  half  round  the  breast,  throe  feet  eleven  inehes  round  the 
neekf  one  foot  eleven  inehes  round  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
leg, and  his  talons,  five  on  eaeh  foot,  were  four  inehes  and 
three  eighths  in  length*  It  di&rs  from  the  eommon  blaek 
bear  in  having  its  talons  mueb  longer  and  more  blunt;  its 
tail  shorten  it>  bair  of  a  reddish  or  bay  brown,  long^r^ 
finer,  and-raore  abundant;  his  liver,  lungs,  and  heart,  miuh 
larger  even  in  proportion  to  his  size,  the  heart  partieularly 
being  equal  to  that  of  a  large  ox;  lus  maw  ten  timeslarger; 
his  testieles  pendant  from  the  belly  and  in  sepiurate  pooehes 
four  inehes  apart:  besides  fish  and  flesh  he  fbeds  on  roots^ 
and  every  kind  of  wild  fruit* 

The  antelope  are  now  lean  and  with  young,  so  that  thsy 
may  readily  be  eaught  at  this  season,  as  they  eross  the  river 
fromS.W.  toN.E. 

Monday  6.  The  morning  being  fair  and  the  wind  fkvour- 
able,  we  set  sail,  and  proeeeded  on  Tory  well  the  greater 
part  of  the  day.  Hie  eoontryeontinnes  level,  rich,  and  beau- 
tiful; the  low  grounds  wide  and  comparatively  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  Missouri,  well  supplied  with  wood.  The  appear- 
ances of  coal,  pumioestone,  and  burnt  earth  have  eeased, 
though  the  salts  of  tartar  or  vegetaUe  salts  continue  on  the 
banks  and  sandbars,  and  sometimes  in  the  little  raving  at  tl^ 
base  of  the  low  hills.  We  passed  three  streams  on  the  sontbl 
the  first  at  the  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  from  omr 
camp  was  about  twenty-five  yards  wide,  but  although  it  eon- 
tained  some  water  in  standing  po<ds  it  discharges  none;  thin 
we  called  Littledry  creek,  abont  eig^t  miles  beyond  wUels. 
is  Bigdry  creek,  fifty  yards  wide,  withont  apy  water;  Um 
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IMrd  is  six  miles  further,  and  has  the  hed  ef  a  tefge  liver 
two  hundred  yards  vide,  yet  without  a  dn^  of  water:  Ufce 
the  other  two  this  streai^,  whieh  we  ealled  Bigdry  riveTf 
eoDtiiiaes  its  width  undimHusbed,  as  far  as  we  eaa  dis- 
eem.  The  banlLs  are  low,  the  channel  formed  of  a  fine 
brown  sand,  interauxed  with  a  small  proportion  of  little 
pebUes  of  various  eolonrs,  and  the  eountry  around  flat  and 
withont  trees.  They  had  reeently  disehai^ged  their  waters, 
and  from  thrir  iqipearanee  and  the  nature  of  the  country 
throng  which  they  pass,  we  concluded  that  they  rose  in  the 
Black  mountains,  or  in  the  I^tcI  low  ^alns  which  ate 
probably  between  this  plaee  and  the  mountains;  that  the 
eountry  being  nearly  of  the  same  ki|id  and  of  the  same  lati- 
tade,  the  rains  of  spring  melting  the  snows  about  the  same 
time,  conspire  with  them  to  throw  at  once  vast  quantities  of 
water  dewn  these  channels,  which  are  then  left  dry  during 
the  summer,  autumn,  and  winter,  when  there  is  very  little 
rain.  We  had  to-day  a  sli|^t  sfvinfcling,  bat  it  lasted  a  very 
short  time.  The  game  js  in  such  plenty  that  it  has  become 
a  mere  amusement  to  supply  the  party  with  provisions^  We 
made  twenty-five  miles  to  aelunip  of  trees  op  the  ijorth  where 
we  passed  the  night. 

Tuesday  7.  The  morning  was  pleasant  and  we  proceeded 
at  an  early  hour.  There  is  much  driftwood  floating,  and 
what  is  contrary  to  our  expectation,  although  the  river  is 
rising,  the  wat^  b  somewhat  clearer  than  usual.  At  eleveii 
fi^clQGk  the  wind  became  so  high  that  one  of  the  boats  was 
neariy  sunk,  and  we  were  obliged  to  stop  till  one,  when  we 
proceeded  on,  and  encamped  on  the  south,  above  a  large  sand- 
Imt  prcgectiDg  from  the  north,  having  made  fifteen  miles. 
On  the  north  side  of  the  river  are  the  most  beautiful  plains 
we  have  yet  seen;  they  rise  gradually  from  the  low  grounds 
on  the  water  to  the  height  of  fifty  or  sixty  feet,  and  then  ex- 
tend in  an  unluHiA^en  level  as  far  as  the  eye  can  rea^h:  the 
hiUs  on  Uie  south  are  more  broken  and  higher,  though  at 
smne  distance  back  the  country  becomes  level  and  fertile. 

TOl.  I.  Be 
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Tl«re  are  no  more  an^earaaoes  of  bant  earthy  oaal, 
or  pamioestoaef  though  that  of  nit  otili  eoatfanies,  aad 
the  Tog^tatioB  seems  to  have  aivaMod  bat  little  siaoo 
the  twenty-eighth  of  last  morth:  the  gaaoie  is  as  abaa- 
4aatas  usoaL  The  baU-eaf^^y  of  whom  wesee  great  aom- 
hers,  probably  fiBod  oa  the  eareaoes  rf  dead  aaimab, 
ftr  OB  the  whole  Missoari  we  have  seen  attther  the  Uao- 
arested  fisher^  northe  flsiung-hawfcsy  to  sa^iy  them  with 
their  fayoarite  foody  and  the  w|ri»r  of  the  river  is  so  tarUd 
that  no  bi|rd  wUeh  fSwds  eaelasiTdy  on  ish  eaa  proenre  a 
(Hsbsistenee. 

Wednesdi^S.  A  Ughtbreeze  from  the  east  earned  ussis- 

teen  milesy  till  we  halted  for  Aaner  i^  the  entrance  of  a  rinir 

on  ibe  north.  Captain  Clarice  who  had  walhed  on  the  soathy 

on  aseending  a  high  point  <qpposite  to  its  en tranee  diseoTMed  a 

level  and  iMantif al  eountry  whidi  it  watered;  that  its  comrst 

far  twelte  or  fifteen  nules  wa»  N.  W.  when  it  divided  into 

two  neariy  equal  branehes,  one  pursuing  a  direetioB  nearly 

aortby  the  other  to  the  W.  of  N.  W:  its  width  at  the  eatraaee 

|s  one  hundred  and  fifty  yardsy  and  on  going  three  myes  npy 

ei^tain  Lwris  found  it  to  be  of 'the^safhe  breadthy  and  some* 

times  more;  it  is  deepy  gentloy  and  has  a  large  quantity'  of 

water;  its  bed  is  prineipally  of  mudy  the  banks  abrupty  about 

twdve  feet  in  heighty  and  formed  of  a  daricy  rich  loam  and- 

blue  day;  the  low  grounds  near  it  are  wide  and  fortUoy  and 

possess  a  ooasiderable  prop(»*tion  of  oottonwood  and  wfflow« 

It  seems  to  be  narigaUe  for  boats  and  eaaoesy  and  tUs  e&* 

eamstanee  j<»nedtoitseonrse  and  theqnaatity  of  watery  whieir 

.  indicates  thatit  passes  through  a  large  exteat  of  eooa^,  v#a^ 

are  led  to  presume  that  it  may  approach  the  Saskashawas 

and  afibrd  a  commuaieation  with  tikat  river.    Tlie  water 

has  a  peeufiar  whitenessy  sadk  as  might  be  prodneed  bj  m- 

tiMespoon  foil  of  milk  in  a  dish  of  tea,  and  this  eireom* 

stapee  indui^  us  to  call  it  Milk  river.    In  tiie  evening  w« 

had  made  twenty-seven  milesy  and  encamped  on  the  south. 

The  eountry  on  that  trfde  consists  in  gewral  of  high  bra* 
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km  httsy  wMi  moOk  gnj,  blaek  mad  brown  grudte  teat- 
tered  orer  tiie  sorfoee  ef  tlie  gronnd.  At  a  little  iBiUiiee 
from  the  river  tbere  is  no  timber  on  eltiier  iide^  tke  wood 
being  eonined  m  beloiir  to  tbe  margin  of  the  river;  bo  that 
nolegs  the  eontrary  it  partienlariy  mentioned,  it  is  dwayt 
mderstood  that  the  npfauld  it  perfeetiy  naked,  and  that 
we  eonsidertlie  lowgronndt  well  timbered  if  eyen  aflfkk 
he  eorered  widi  wood.  The  wild  liqnoriee  it  found  hi 
great  idninduiee  on  thete  hUlt,  at  it  alto  the  white  apple* 
At  ntval  we  are  tnrronnded  bjr  bnflhloe,  irtk,  eommon  and 
Uaektailed  deer,  beaVer,  antelopet  and  wolvet.  We  ob* 
served  a  place  where  an  Indian  had  recently  taken  the 
hair  off  an  anteh^'t  tkin,  and  tome  of  the  party  thooglit 
thej  dittingnished  imperfSDetly  tome  tmoke  and  Indian 
lo^t  up  Milk  river,  markt  which  we  are  by  no  meant  de^ 
riront  of  realifsing,  as  the  Indians  are  probably  Asrinibointy 
iad  o^ght  be  very  tronbletome. 

Thursday,  9th.  We  again  1^  a  fiivourable  whid  and 
sailed  along  very  well.  Between  four  and  five  milet  wo 
patted  a  luge  island  in  a  de^  bend' to  the  north,  and  a 
large  tandbar  t^  the  upper  point.  At  illeen  and  a  quar- 
ter miles  we  reached  the  bed  of  a  most  extraordinary 
river  which  presents  itself  on  the  south:  though  as  wide  at 
the  Missouri  itself,  that/is  about  half  a  mile,  it  does  not 
£tebai^  a  dn^  of  water  and  containt  nothing  but  a  iiw 
itandiag  pooh.  On  ateeading  it  three  miles  we  found  an 
eminence  from  which  we  saw  the  direction  of  the  channel, 
irst  south  for  t^i  or  twelve  miles,  then  turning  to  the  eatt 
of  totttheatt  at  for  at  we  could  tee:  it  pattes  through  a  wide 
valley  writhout  timber,  and  the  surrounffiageouatry  eontitti 
of  waving  low  hiUt  inlersperted  with  tome  handtome  level 
ploint;  the  baakt.are  abrupt  and  consitt  of  a  black  or  yel- 
low clay,  or  of  arieii  sandy  loam,  but  though  Ih^  do  not 
vise  m^re  than  six  or  eight  feet  above  the  bed,  they  exhibit 
no  appearance  of  boid^  overflowed:  the  bed  it  entfarefy 
eonqpoted  of  a  1%^  brown  sand,  the  particles  of  wUdi  like 
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thMe  of  the  Miasonri  are  extremely  iiie.  like  the  iry 
rirers  we  pass^  before,  this  seemed  to  hare  diseharged  ils 
waters  reeentlj^  but  the  watermark  iodieated  that  its  i^reat^ 
est  depth  had  not  been  more  tLhan  two  feet:  this  stream^  if  il 
deserve  the  name^  we  eaUed  ^gdry  riyer.  About  a  mik 
below  is  a  hirge  ereek  on  the  sa^e  side,  whieh  is  also  per- 
jbetfy  dry:  the  mineral, salts  and  quartz  are  in  large  quanti- 
ties near  this  neighbourhood,  ^'he  sand  i»f  the  BOssonri 
firom  its  mouth  to  this  jdaee  has  been  mixed  with  a  substanee 
whieh  we  had  presumed  to  be  a  granulated  tidk,  but  whieh 
is  most  probably  this  quartz.  The  game  is  now  in  great 
quantities,  partieularly  the  elk  and  buflTaloe^  whieh  last  is 
80  gentle  that  the  men  are  obliged  to  drive  them  out  of  the 
way  with  stieks  and  stones.  The  ravages  of  the  boaver  aie 
very  apparent:  in  One  plaee  the  timber  was  entirely  pvos- 
trated  for  a  spaee  of  three  acres  in .  front  on  the  ifver 
and  one  in  depth,  and  great  part  of  it  removed,  although  the 
trees  were  in  large  quantities,  and  some  of  them  as  UddL  as 
the  body  of  a  man.  At  the  distance  of  twenty-four  mUes 
we  encamped,  after  making  twenty-five  and  a  half  miles,  at 
the  entrance  of  a  snudl  creek  in  a  bend  on  the  north,  to 
which  we  gave  the  name  of  Werner's  creek  after  one  tf 
our  men. 

For  several  days  past  the  river  has  beeu  as  wide  as  it 
generaUy  is  near  its  mouth,  but  as  it  is  much  shallower, 
crowded  with  sandbars,  and  the  colour  of  the  water  has  be- 
come much  clearer,  we  do  not  yet  despair  of  reaching  Hie 
Rock  mountains,  for  which  we  are  very  anxious. 

Friday,  10th.  Wc  had  not  proceeded  more  than  Ibur 
and  a  quarter  mHes  when  the  violence  of  the  wind  foreed 
us  to  halt  for  the  day  under  some  timber  in  a  bend  on  tbe 
south  side*  The  wind  continued  high»  the  clouds  thick  and 
black,  and  we  had  a  sHg^t  sprinkling  of  rain  several  tiines 
in  the  course  of  the  day.  Shortly  after  our  landing  a  dog 
name  to  us,  and  as  this  indueed  us  to  believe  that  we  are  near 
the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Assnriboins^  who  are  a  vi^iMa 
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MMbp^fied  peo|Ae,  it  wasneoesMiy  to  %e  m  wr  fMrd: 
we  ^dierefore  mspeeted  oitr  arms  which  we  foimd  in  gM4 
order^  and  seat  serenl  hunters  to  scour  the  counttyt  but 
tliej  returned  in  ihe.erei^Bg  baving  seen  no  tents,  nor  aaj 
recent  tiraeks  of  Indians,  i^iles  and  imposthumes  are  Tcty 
eopamiMi,  among  the  party,  Mid  sore  eyes  continue  in  a 
greatM-  or  less  degree  with  all  of  us;  for  the  impoethionet 
we  use  emollient  poultices,  and  apply  to  the  eyes  a  solution 
of  two  grains  of  white  yitriol  and  one  of  sugar  qt  lead  witfi 
one  ounce  of  water. 

Saturday>  11th.  The  wind  blew  rery  hard  in  the  night, 
hut  haYing  abated  this  morning  we  went  on  very  well,  tiU  in 
the  afternoon  the  wind  arose  and  retarded  our  progress 
the  current  too  was  strong,  the  river  yery  crooked,  and 
the  banks  as  usual  constMdy  precipitating  themselyes  in 
large  masses  into  the  water.  The  highlands  are  broken 
and  abroach  nearer  the  rirer  than  they  do  below.  The 
soil  however  of  both  hiUs  and  low  grounds  appear  as  fertile 
as  that  further  down  the  river:  it  consists  of  a  black  looking 
loam  with  a  small  portion  of  sand,  which  coyer  the  hilb 
and  hlu9s  to  the.  depth  of  twenty  or  thirty  f^t,  and  when 
thrown  in  the  water  dissoWes  as  readily  as  loaf«sagar,  and 
^Iferyesces  like  marie:  there  are  also  great  ai^earan^s  of 
quarts  and  mineral  salts:  the  first  is  most  commonly  seen 
in  the  &ees  of  the  blufis,  the  second  is  found  on  the  hills  as 
well  as  the  low  grounds,  and  in  the  gullies  which  come 
down  from  the  hills^  it  lies  in  a  crust  of  two  or  three  inches  in 
d^th,  and  may  be  swept  up.  with  a  feather  in  large  quanti* 
ties.  There  is  no  longer  any  appearance  of  coal  burnt  earth 
or  pumicestone.  HV^  saw  and  yisited  some  high  hills  on  the 
north  side  labout  three  miles  from  the  riyer,  whose  tops  were 
eovered  with  the  pitch-pine:  this^  is  the  first  pine  wt  have 
seen  on  the  Missouri,'  and  it  is  like  that  of  Virginia,  except 
'  that  the  leayes^are  somewhat  longer:  among  this  pine  is  also 
a  dwarf  cedar,  sometimes  between  three  or  four  feet  hi^^ 
hat  generally  spreadii^  itself  Uke  a  yiae  along  the  sorfiMc 
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of  tiM  earthy  whWi  it  ooren  very  et^idyt  ptttfag  Mt  i 
ftofli  the  vnder  ude.  Itie  fruit  and  uiieU  fetembk  tkow 
•f  the  eoannoB  red  eedWf  but  the  leaf  is  finer  and  BMie 
delieaie.  The  tops  of  the  hills  where  these  plaits  grow 
hare  a  soil  quite  difiereut  from  that  just  deseribed»  tha 
basis  of  it  is  usually  yellow  or  white  elay»  aod  the 
fid  appearanee  li|^  eoloured^  sao^yt  uid  barreiif 
seattMiag  tufts  of  sedge  being  almost  iu  only  heihage. 
About  fi,ye  in  the  afternoon  one  of  our  mm  who  had  been 
afflicted  with  biles»  and  suffered  to  walk  on  shore,  came 
running  to  the  boats  with  loud  eries  and  every  qrmptom  of 
terror  and  distn^s:  for  some  time  after  we  had  taken  him 
on  board  he  was  so  much  out  of  breath  as  to  be  unabfe  to 
describe  the  cause  of  his  anxiety»  but  he  at  kngth  tdd  as 
that  about  a  n|ile  and  a  half  below  he  had  shot  a  brown  bear  ' 
which  immediately  turned  and  was  in  dose  pursuit  of  him; 
Jiut  the  bear  being  badly  wounded  could  not  oyertake  Umu 
Captain  Lewis  wiUi  seven  men  immediately  went  in  search  of 
him,  and  having  found  his  track  followed  him  by  the  hloed 
for  a  mile,  and  found  him  concealed  in  some  thick  hmeh*- 
wood,  and  shot  him  with  two  balls  through  the  sknH* 
Though  somewhat  smaller  dian  that  killed  a  fow  days  9g^ 
he  was  a  monstrous  animal  and  a  most  terrible  enemy:  mmt 
man  had  shot  him  through  the  centre  of  the  lungs,  yet  ha 
had  pursued  him  furiously  for  half  a  mile,  then  retunrnd 
imre  than  twice  that  distance,  and  with  his  talons  had  pno* 
pared  himself  a  bed  in  the  earth  two  feet  deep  and  five  fieot 
long,  and  was  perfectly  alive  when  they  found  him»  which  vms 
at  least  two  hours  after  ho  received  the  wound.  The  wonder^ 
fh  power  of  Mfe  which  these  animab  possess  render  theas 
dreadful:  their  very  track  in  the  mud  w  sand,  which  we  hawa 
sometimes  found  eleven  indies  long  and  seven  and  aqnartew 
wide,  exdnsive  of  the  talons,  is  alarming;  and  we  had  ratter 
encounter  two  Indians  than  meet  a  U9f^  brown  bear* 
There  is  no  chance  of  killing  them  by  a  sui|^  diot  unleas 
the  jmU  gees  tkroui^  the  brains,  and  tUs  is  very  diileutt 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Djp  th€  Jfi^Mri.  lis 

i  of  tivdlttge  fliiiBeleB  wlikh  Mt  er  tte  ride  tf  the 
faniktdA,  and  the  Bharp  proJeetioB  ef  the  eeitre  ef  the 
ikPiirtai  boiiej  vhieh  is  also  thick.    Oar  epeampmeiit  w»8 
mt  the  Mmth  at  the  disteaee  of  siitteen  miles  from  that  of 
last  ni^t:  the  ieeee  and  skin  of  the  bear  were  a  heatj 
harden  fbr  two  nen^  and  the  oil  amonnted  to  eight  gallens. 
'    Snndaj,  idth.    The  weather  being  dear  and  ealm^  we 
set  out  early.    ¥^thin  a  mile  we  eame  to  a  small  ereekf 
about  twenty  yards  ii^de^  emptying  itself  on  the  south.    At 
eleren  and  three  quarter  miles  we  reached  a  point  of  wood- 
Iwd  on  the  sonth^  opposite  to  which  is  a  creek  of  the  same 
width  as  the  last,  but  with  little  water,  which  we  called 
Fine  creek*    At  eighteen  and  three  quarter  miles  we  eame 
to  on  the  south  .opposite  to  the  lower  point  of  a  willow  island^ 
situated  in  a  deep  bend  of  the  river  to  the  southeast:  here 
we  reuftained  dtuing  the  day,  the  wind  having  risen  at  twelve 
so  hi^  that  we  could  not  proceed:  it  continued  to  blow 
violently  all  night,  with  occasional  sprinklings  of  rain  from 
sunset  till  midnight*   On  both  sides  of  the  river  the  country 
to  rough  and  broken,  the  low  grounds  becoming  narrower; 
the  tops  oTdie  hills  on  the  north  exhibits  some  scattered 
pfaM  and  cedar,  on  die  sontii  the  pine  has  not  yet  com- 
m^Med,  though  there  is  some  cedar  on  the  sides  of  the  hills 
and  in  the  Jittle  ravines.  The  ehokecherry,  the  wild  hysop, 
itoge,  ^shy-leafed  thorn,  and  particularly  the  aromatie 
herb  on  wtdeh  tiie  antelope  and  hare  fe^#  are  to  be  found 
on  the  fdains  and  hOlsr  The  soil  of  the  hills  has  now  altered 
ko  texture  considerably:  their  bases,  like  that  of  the  river 
plains,  is  as  usual  a  rich,  black  loam,  while  from  the  middle 
Hike  summits  they  are  composed  of  a  light  brown-colour- 
ed earth,  poor  and  sterile,  and  intermixed  witii  a  coarse 
wUte  sand. 

.  Monday,  ISth.  The  wind  was  so  strong  that  we  could 
not  proceed  till  about  one  o'doek,  when  we  had  to  encounter 
a  eurrent  ratficr  strbng^  than  usual.  In  the  course  of  a 
and  a  half  we  passed  two  small  creeks  on  the  souths 
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one  of  eighteen  tiie  otker  rf  thirty  yards  width,  bnt  nefelhor 
of  them  containing  Hny  water,  and  encamped  on  the  aovth 
at  a  pcnnt  of  woodland,  haying  made  only  seyen  miles. 
The  country  is  mnch  the  same  as  yesterday,  with  littk 
timber  in  the  low  grounds,  and  a  small  quantity  of  pine  and 
eedar  on  the  northern  hills.  The  river  howeyer  eonthraes 
to  grow  clearei>  and  this  as  well  as  the  increased  n^^idily 
induces  us  to  hope  for  some  change  of  country.  The  game 
is  as  usual  so  abundant  that  we  can  get  without  difficult 
all  that  is  necessaiy*. 

Tuesday,  14th.  There  was  some  fog  on  the  riyw  tUs 
morning,  which  is  a  yery  rare  occurrence.  At  the  distaaee 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  we  reached  an  island  in  a  bead  on  the 
north,  which  continued  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  at  the 
hend  of  it  a  large  creek  comes  in  on  the.  north,  to  which  we 
gave  the  name  of  Gibson's  creek.  At  seven  and  a  half  miles 
is  a  point  of  rocks  on  the  south,  above  a  creek  4in  the  same 
side,  which  we  called  Sticklodge  creek:  ftve  miles  furthor 
is  a  large  creek  on  the  south,  which  like  the  two  others  has 
no  running  water;  and  at  sixteen  and  a  half  miles  a  timbered 
point  on  the  north,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night.  The 
country  is  like  that  of  yesterday,  except  that  the  low  groumis 
are  wider:  there  are  also  many  high  bladk  blufls  aloag  the 
banks:  the  game  too  is  in  great  abundance.  Towards  evo»> 
ing  tlie  men^  in  the  hindmost  canoes  dieeoyeaed  a  lacgi 
brown  bear  lyteg  in  the  epengrounds,  about  three  hundred 
paces  from  the  river,  six  of  them,  all  good  hunters,  iasiM* 
dialely  went  to  attack  him,  and  conee^ng  themselves  by.  a 
small  eminence  came  unperccived  within  forty  paces  of  Idm: 
four  of  the  hunters  now  fired,  and  each  lodged  a  ball  in  hia 
body,  two  of  them  directly  through  the  langs:  the  fuiitHU 
'anin^al  sprung  up  and  ran  openmouthed  upon  thcon;  as  he 
came  near,  the  two  hunters  who  had  reserved  their  lire 
gave  him  two  wound's,  one  of  which  breiddng  his  shouMear. 
retarded  his  motion  for  a  moment;  but  before  Uiey  could, 
reload  ho  was  so  near  that  they  were  ojUiged  to  run  to  tiie 
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iiver»  ftml  before  they  reached  it  ht  had  almovt  overtaken 
them:  two  jumped  into  (he  eanoe;  the  other  four  separated^ 
ind  eon^eatiD^  them'seWes  in  the  wiUdws  fired  as  fkst  att 
^ach  eoald  reload:  they  struck  him  several  times,  but  iii. 
stead  of  weakening  the  monster  each  shot  seemed  only  to 
direct  him  towards  the  hunter^  till  at  last  he  pursued  two 
of  them  so  closely^  that  they  threw  aside  theik*  guns  and 
j^uches,  and  jumped  down  a  perpendicular  bank  of  twenty 
feet  into  the  river;  the  bear  sprang  after  them,  and  was 
within  a  few  feet  of  die  hindmost,  when  one  of  the  hunterii 
on  shore  shot  him  in  the  head  and  finally  killed  him:  they 
dragged  him  to  the  shore,  and  found  that  eight  balls  had 
passed  through  him  in  different  directions;  the  bear  was  oH 
and  the  meat  tough,  so  that  they  took  the  stin  only,  and 
tejoined  us  at  camp,  where  we  had  been  as  much  terrifi^ 
hy  an  accident  of  a  different  kind.    This  was  the  narrow 
escape  of  one  of  our  canoes  containing  all  our  papers,  in* 
^tramentS)  medicin^,  and  almost  every  article  indispensible 
for  the  success  of  our  enterprise.  The  canoe  being  under  sailf^ 
a  sudden  squall  of  wind  struck  her  obliquely,  and  turned 
Her  eonsiderably.  The  man  at  the  helm,  who  was  unluckily 
the  worst  steersman  of  the  party,  became  alarmed,  and  ih* 
stead  of  putting  her  before  the  wind  luffed  her  up  into  it. 
The  wind  was  so  high  that  it  forced  the  brace  of  the  square- 
sail  out  of  the  hand  of  the  man  who  was  attending  it,  and 
instantly  upset  the  eanoe,  which  would  have  been  turned 
hottom  upwards  but  for  the  resistance  made  by  the  awning. 
Sucb  was  the  confusion  onbogrd,and  the  waves  ran  so  high, 
that  it  was  half  a  minute  before  she  righted,  and  then  near* 
ly  f^U  of  water^  but  by  baling  out  she  was  kept  from  sink^ 
lag  until  they  rowed  ashore:  besides  the  loss  of  the  lives  oi^ 
three  men  who  not  being  able  to  swim  would  probably  have 
jAerished,  we  should  have  been  deprived  of  nearly  every  , 
ibing  necessary  for  our  purposes,  at  a  distance  of  between 
two  and  three  thousand  miles  firom  any  place  wh^ne  we  coula 
a^bpply  the  deficiency. 
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Wednefday  15.  As  soon  as  a  dight  ohowor  of  nda  lad 
pasted)  we  spread  ont  tlie  articles  to  dry;  but  the  weather 
was  so  damp  and  cloudy  that  they  deriyed  little  beaeit 
from  exposure.  Our  hunters  procured  us  deer^  buffaloes^ 
andbeaTcr. 

Thursday  16.  The  mondng  was  fhir  and  we  were  ena^- 
bled  to  dry  and  repack  our  stores:  the  loss  we  sustained  is 
chiefly  in  the  medicines*  many  articles  of  which  are  com* 
jlctely  spoiled,  and  others  considerably  iifjured.  At  four 
^o'clo^k  we  embarked)  and  after  making  scTcn  miles  encamp- 
ed on  the  north  near  some  wood:  the  country  on  both  sides 
is  broken,  the  low  grounds  narrows*  and  with  less  timber, 
though  there  are  some  scattered  pine  and  cedar  on  the  steep 
dcelirities  of  the  hills,  which  are  now  higher  than  asuaL 
A  white  bear  tc»*e  the  coat  of  one  of  the  men  which  he  had 
kft  on  shore;  and  two  of  the  party  wounded  a  large  pan- 
ther who  was  feasting  on  a  deer.  We  caught  some  lean  an- 
telopes as  they  were  swimming  the  riverf  and  killed  two 
buffaloe. 

Friday  17.  We  set  out  early  and  proceeded  on  very  well; 
the  banks  being  firm  and  the  shore  bold  we  were  enaUed  to 
use  the  towline,  which»  whencTcr  the  banks  will  permit  in^ 
is  the  safest  and  most  expeditious  mode  of  ascending  the 
lirer,  except  under  a  sail  with  a  steady  breeaBc.  At  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  and  a  half  miles  we  came  to  the  mouth  of  a 
small  creek  on  the  south,  below  which  the  hills  f^iproach 
the  river,  and  continne  near  it  during  the  day:  three.  Bodlea 
further  is  a  large  creek  on  the  north,  and  again  six  and 
three  quarter  miles  beyond  it,  another  large  creek  to  tlfto 
south,  which  contain  «  small  quantity  of  running  water  of  a 
brackish  taste.  The  last  we  called  Rattlesnake  creek  from, 
our  seeing  that  animiU  near  it.  Although  no  timber  can  be. 
ibserved  on  it  from  the  Missouri,  it  throws  out  large  qnan- 
tities  of  driftwood^  among  which  were  some  pieces  of  coal 
brought  down  by  the  stream.  We  continued  on  one  mile 
and  a  quarter,  and  encamped  on  the  south  after  making 
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twenty  and  a  half  nules.  The  conntry  in  general  is  raggedy 
the  liilis  highy  with  their  summits  and  sides  partially  eover- 
ed  with  pine  and  cedar*  and  their  bases  on  both  sides  wash- 
ed by  the  rirer:  like  those  already  mentioned  the  lower  part 
of  these  hills  is  a  darii  rich  loam*  while  the  upper  region  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  consists  of  a  whitish  brown  sand, 
so  hard  as  in  many  places  to  resemble  stone^  though  in  fact 
▼ery  little  stone  or  rock  of  any  kind  is  to  be  seen  on  the 
hills.  The  bed  of  the  Missouri  is  much  narrower  than  usual^ 
being  not  more  than  between  two  and  three  hundred  yards 
in  widthy  with  an  uncommonly  large  proportion  of  gravel; 
but  the  sandbars,  and  low  points  covered  with  willows  have 
almost  entirely  disappeared:  the  timber  on  the  river  con- 
msts  of  scarcely  any  thing  more  than  a  few  scattered  cotton- 
wood  trees,  llie  saline  incrustations  along  the  banks  and 
the  foot  of  the  hills  are  more  abundant  than  usual.  The 
game  is  in  great  quantities,  but  the  buffliloe  are  not  so  nu- 
merous as  they  were  some  days  ago:  two  rattlesnakes  were 
seen  to-day,  and  one  of  them  killed:  it  resembles  those  of 
the  middle  Atlantic  states,  being  about  two  feet  six  inches 
long,  of  a  yellowish  brown  on  the  back  and  sides,  variegated 
with  a  row  of  oval  dark  brown  spots  lying  transversely  on 
the  back  from  the  neck  to  the  tail,  and  two  other  rows  of 
circular  spots  of  the  same  colour  on  the  sides  along  the  edge 
of  the  scuta:  there  are  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  scuta 
on  the  belly,  and  seventeen  on  the  tail.  Captain  Clarke  sair 
in  his  excursions  a  fortified  Indian  camp  which  appeared  to 
haTe  been  recently  occnpied,  and  was,  we  presumed,  made 
by  a  party  of  Minnetarees  who  went  to  war  last  March. 

Late  at  night  we  were  roused  by  the  sergeant  of  the  guard 
in  eonsequence  of  a  fire  which  had  communicated  to  a  tree 
orerbaDging  our  camp.  The  wind  was  so  high,  that  we  ha4 
not  removed  the  camp  more  than  a  few  minutes  when  a  large 
part  of  the  tree  fell  precisely  on  the  spot  it  had  occupied^  and 
would  bavc  crushed  us  if  we  had  not  been  alarmed  in  time.. 
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^f^fmei^  i$.  Tfce  wind  f^nttipued  b%|i  frpm^  ti^e  ^miU 
bpt  by  nutans  of  the  toffUnf  ire  were  abV?  to  mmke  iM^etenn 
miles*  the  sai^dbarf  being  now  few  in  nnmher,  th^  rirer  i^ir- 
Upaw  and  the  euirent  gentle;  the  w|Upw  has  in  a  greal  me»- 
{jure  disappeared,  and  ev^n  the  eotton^oejd^  almost  the  on)f 
timber  remaining  is  growing  sQi^ree.  At  twelye  and  three 
quarter  miles  we  eame  to  a  ereek  on  the  northy  whieli  wi|^ 
]ieirf^ctly  dry.  Vfe  eneamped  on  the  sonth  opporite  <l|f 
lower  point  of  ai|  island. 

Sunday  19.  The  last  night  was  disagreeaUy  eoU;  na^ 
in  the  mailing  there  was  a  very  heavy  fog  whi<^  oheenre^ 
the  river  so  mueh  as  to  prevmt  onr  seeing  the  way.  Thifi 
is  the  first  fog  «if  aigr  degree  of  thiekness  whieh  we  hsLi^ 
ezperieneed:  there  was  also  last  evening  a  fall  of  deWy  tb^ 
^ond  whieh  we  have  seen  sinee  entering  this  extensive 
open  eountry.  About  eight  o'eloeli  the  f(^  dispersed,  anf 
we  proceeded  with  the  aid  of  the  towline:  the  island  near 
which  we  were  eneamped,  was  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ii| 
length.  The  eountry  resemUes  that  of  yesterday,  high  hilb 
elosely  bordering  the  river.  In  the  afternoon  the  rivw  he- 
eame  erooked,  and  eontained  more  sawyers  or  floating  tim* 
her  than  we  have  seen  in  the  same  space  since  leaving  the 
]Platte.  Onr  game  consisted  of  deer,  beaver,  and  elk:  w^ 
also  killed  a  tn^own  bear,  who,  although  shot  through  th^ 
heart,  ran  at  his  usual  pace  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  be* 
tov  he  fell.  At  twenty-one  miles  is  a  willow  island  half  ^ 
mile  in  length,  on  the  north  side,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond 
which  is  a  shoal  of  rapid  water  under  a  bluff:  the  water 
continued  very  strong  for  some  distance  beyond  it:  at  half 
a  mile  we  came  to  a  sandbar  on  the  north,  from  which  tn 
our  place  of  encampment  was  another  half  inile,  making  ii^ 
all  twenty-two  and  a  quarter  miles.  The  saline  substaneef( 
Vhich  we  have  mentioned  c<mtinue  to  appear;  and  the  mei^ 
are  much  afflicted  with  sore  eyes  and  imposthumes. 

Monday  20.  As  usual  we  set  out  early,  and  the  banka 
bring  convenient  Ibv  that  purpose^  w«  used  the  towUaes 
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Urn  tlm  JIBammL  Mfr 

^^mtrj  fiMU^  li|f e  th^  of  y^stftrt^:  at  f)^e  4i4m»ee  of  tiTf 
fpd  a^Pfg^f  foilfs  w^  S^^eM  4 1<US»  ^Mc^^k  nith  )iiit  liulf 
l^^^eir,  io  frbiet^  yfp  p^YO  thf  i^W  ^f  Woviliglj  erwfe 
f|N^  Ibe  (Uiaii4|3r  4f  di08^  'm^t9  f^^  in  U«  Ofllflil^^ 
kmfl*  Th^jy  »i«  fx^ii»^  trooWfiWiwf,  i^ 
ifliUst  cooking  ^ii4  a^  our  m^^  After  HiakiAg  •oTeo  mflf I 
Vf  rewh^  bjr  e)ev ^  o'e^^  tli<)  i^ooUi  of  a  large  riror  o» 
t^e  aouth^  apd  f  nc^inp^  f<«  the  day  at  the  i^W^  P^^  ^ 
i^  jiiaetioii  ifiU|  th^  Hi^ari  Thii  stream  nrhieh  we  tupf 
feOfe  to  be  that  ei^ed  by  the  lUim^tarees  the  Mutc)e»hel| 
t^f  r»  efnpties  into  the  Ifitsoitici  two  thou^^d  two  hiuidre4 
%f4  9e^9nty  milef  abote  the  mouth  ql  the  latter  river»  aii4 
ip  latitude  ^7""  O'  M''  6  qorth.  It  is  one  huadred  ^oA  ten 
jiur^  Yfid^f  ^d  eontains  more  water  than  ftreanis  of  the|b 
4^  nsuaUy  do  ii^  this  eountry;  its  eurreiit  is  by  no  meana 
lafid*  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  its  being  saseeptir 
Ijie  of  navigatiofi  by  eiMioe^  fof*  a  considerable  distaoee:  ijtf 
1^  i^  chiefly  formed  of  eoarfe^  i^  SHid  ^i-aveU  with  an  oc- 
eafional  miitnre  of  Uac^L  mud;  the  banks  abrupt  and  near^ 
twelve  feet  hiji^y  §o  that  they  arf  ^ure  from  bcfng  over- 
%iwed:  th^  Wj^t^T  is  of  a  greenish  yellow  ef^st  and  much 
liore  traiispi^rent  than  that  of  the  Missourii»  which  itself^ 
^ugh  c^rer  than  lfelow»  Btill  retains  its  whitish  hue  and 
a  portion  of  it|^  sediment  Opposite  to  th^  point  of  Junction 
^  current  of  th^  Missouri  is  gentle,  and  two  hundred  an^ 
^e|ity-two  yards  in  width,  th^  bed  principally  of  mud  (the 
ijlttle  sand  remaining  bei^g  wholly  conftned  to  the  points) 
^  stUl  too  deep  to  use  thjei  settingpole*  if  this  b^,  as  we 
suppose,  the  Musdesfaell,  our  Indian  information  is,  that 
U  risea  in  the  first  chain  of  the  Bocky  mountains  not  far 
from  the  soi|roe|  of  the  Yellowstone,  whence  in  its  course 
ifi  this  place  it  water9  a  high  broken  eountiy,  well  timbered 
|articalarly  on  its  borders,  and  interspersed  with  handsome 
fertile  plains  and  meadows.  We  have  reason^  howcTcr^  to 
^tebey^f  tsw^  tjmr  giv^i  stfimilar  aeeouat  of  the  timber 
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wliere  we  now  sm,  ttiat  the  timber  of  whieh  tbey  fpeik  if 
dmilar  to  that  whieh'  we  ha^e  teen  for  a  few  days  past, 
whieh  eontiits  of  ootliiiig  more  than  a  few  ttragglhig  small 
pine  and  dwarf  eedar,  on  the  snmmiu  of  the  hill$«  nine-tendifl 
of  the  ground  being  totally  destitute  of  wood,  and  eoTerel 
with  a  short  grass,  aromatie  herbs«  and  an  immense  quan* 
tity  of  prieldy  pears:  though  the  party  who  explored  it  tor 
eight  miles  represented  low  grounds  on  the  river  as  wcS 
supplied  with  eottonwood  of  a  tolerable  sise,  and  of  an  cnc- 
eellent  soiL  They  also  reported  that  the  eountry  is  broken 
and  irregular  like  thai  near  our  eamp;  that  about  five  milco 
up  a  handsome  river  about  fifty  yards  widOf  whieh  we  na- 
med after  Chaboneau's  wife,  Sahoi^ahweah,  or  Birdwo* 
asanas  river*  diseharges  itself  into  the  Museleshell  on  the 
UMth  or  upper  side.  Another  party  found  at  the  foot  of 
the  southern  hills*  about  four  miles  from  the  Missouri*  a 
flue  bold  spring,  whieh  in  this  eountry  is  so  rare  that  sinee 
we  left  the  Mandans  we  have  found  only  one  of  a  similar 
kind*  and  that  was  under  the  bluffs  on  the  south  side  of  die 
Missouri*  at  some  distanee  from  it*  and  about  five  miles  be- 
low the  Yellowstone:  with  this  ezeeption  all  the  small  foun- 
tains  of  whieh  we  have  met  a  number  are  impregnated  with 
the  salts  whieh  are  so  abundant  here*  and  with  whieh  the 
Missouri  is  itself  most  probably  tainted*  though  to  us  wto 
have  been  so  mueh  aeeustomed  to  it*  the  taste  is  not  pereep- 
tible.  Among  the  game  today  we  observed  two  large  owls* 
with  remarkably  long  feathers  resembling  ears  on  the  sides 
of  the  head*  wbieh  we  presume  are  the  hooting  owls^  thon^ 
they  are  larger  and  their  colours  are  brighter  than  those 
common  m  the  Ukiited  States* 

Tuesday  21.  The  morning  being  very  fine  we  were  abk 
to  employ  the  rope*  and  made  twenty  miles  to  our  camp  on 
the  north.  The  shores  of  the  river  are  abrupt*  bold  and 
composed  of  a  black  and  yellow  day*  the  bars  being  formed 
of  iilack  mud*  and  a  small  proportion  of  fine  sand;  the  enr^ 
rent  strong.    In  its  conrse  the  Missouri  makes  a  sndte 
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iBd  extaMhre  bendtoirardf  the  soutli,  to  r^p«ite  tlw  w«tort 
Iff  the  MaseleshelL  T%e  neek  of  kmd  ihos  feriM4»  tliMgli 
itself  liigh  is  lower  tfaaa  the  snrroandiBg  eonntryy  mad  mmket 
a  wafiiif  Taliey  exteading  for  a  great  distaoee  to  the  north- 
wm^  with  a  fertile  soil  whieb*  though  without  wood,  pro*, 
doees  a  fiae  turf  of  low  grass,  some  herbs  ami  vast  qoaati- 
tios  of  priekly  pear.  T%e  eooatry  on  the  south  is  high^ 
hrdcea,  aad  erowned  with  some  i^ne  and  dwarf  eedar;  the 
leaf  <dr  this  pine  is  longer  than  that  of  the  eommon  pitoh  or 
red  pine  of  Yirginiaf  the  eone  is  longer  and  narrower,  the 
imbrieations  wider  said  thieker,  and  the  whole  frequently 
eorered  with  rosin.  Doring  the  whole  day  the  bends  of  the 
river  are  short  and  sodden;  and  the  points  eovered  with 
seme  cottonwood,  large  or  broad  leavA  willow^  and  a  small 
quantity  of  redwood;  Uie  undergrowth  eoasisting  of  wiM 
roses,  and  the  bushes  of  the  small  honeysnekle. 

The  mineral  appearaaees  on  the  rbrer  are  as  usuaL  We 
do  not  find  the  grouse  or  prairie  hen  so  abundant  as  below^ 
and  think  it  probable  that  they  retire  from  the  river  to  the 
plains  during  this  season* 

Tlie  wind  had  been  moderato  during  the  fore  part  of  the 
day,  but  continued  to  rise  towards  evening,  and  about  dark 
veered  to  n<Mrthwest,  and  blew  a  storm  M  night.  We  hai 
eneamped  on  Ur  bar  on  the  north,  opposite  the  lower  point 
ef  an  island,  whieh  from  this  eireumstanee  we  ealled  Windy 
ishmd;  but  we  were  so  annoyed  by  clouds  of  dust  and  sand 
that  we  could  neither  eat  nor  sleep,  and  were  forced  to  re<^ 
move  our  camp  at  eight  o'elock  to  the  foot  of  an  adjoining 
hill,  whieh  shielded  us  in  some  degree  from  the  wind:  wO 
proeored  elk,  deer,  and  buffidoe. 

Wednesday  83.  The  wind  blew  so  violently  that  it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  wait  till  it  had  abatod,  so  that  wo  did 
not  leave  the  camp  till  ten  o'clock,  when  we  proceeded 
principally  by  the  towline.  We  passed^Windy  island  whieh 
is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length:  aad  five  and  a 
hatf  oulea  abore  it  a  large  islaad  m  a  bfiuA  io  the  north: 
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tn  LewfB  and  Clttrkfi$  AtpeHttonf  &c. 

<kree  miles  h^ymA  this  ir«  m%m  tb  tbe  ^Mhuiei  #f  a  irftk 
^enty  ycrdft  wide,  tlioo^  with  HttIA  wat^r,  whl^H  W«»  ^. 
led  (Urease  ereek,  from  etaerfifig  tetf  itd  liiMth  a  qoaiidf;^ 
of  the  pmirle  hen  with  pdinteff  UitlSt  A^  trst  we  haVA  si^A 
in  flueh  number^  for  teveml  days:  th^  low  groands  wri 
somewhat  wMer  than  nsaal  and  ap^rently  ftrtile,  thongh 
the  short  and  setfnty  grass  on  the  hills  does  not  indiettti 
maeh  richness  of  soil.  The  eoniitry  Arontad  U  Hot  i6  bro- 
iLon  as  that  of  yesterday,  biit  b  still  waving,  the  sout^erA 
hills  possessing  more  pine  than  nsual,  Md  some  appearliig 
on  the  northern  hiH^,  whteh  are  aeeeuipiuiied  by  the  ntfnal 
gait  and  mineral  appearanees. 

Hie  riTer  eoatfametf  aboat  two  Inmdred  sentd  fifty  yardi 
widoi  with  fewer  sandbank  and  the  enrrent  more  geoitl^ 
dnd  regoltfr.  Game  ii  no  longer  in  sneh  Kbnttdan^,  AiM 
leaving  the  Mnselesh^lL  We  hat^  eangkt  Ver;^  few  fish  oi 
tfais  sMe  of  Are  Mattten«,  a«d  these  wer«  the  wlktte  edUtA 
•f  two  to itti  poimdtf.  if6  IdBM  adMf  and  a'  bikV»:  wd 
fettle  ttM  Mfttf  1^  this  qnfirter  the  VhAk  beHcr,  c^Onitaoti  in  the 
United  States  and  on  the  lower  partt  Of  the  ABssbtirt,  aet 
"ttHi  we  digeernedaayof  thieir  chieitsr,  w&ieh  vkxj  efidOFf  be 
dtsdngaisted  1^  the  siinrtAess  of  its  taiom  frote  the  hrowni 
^riazly,  or  whitA  bear,  nH  of  whSeh  seenr  tor  be  of  the  same 
inutly,  wWeh  asttinies  thoiw  eolonrs  at  difi'erent  seaswa  ef 
tlie  year.  Wo  halted  earlier  than  usual,  mid  eiieamped  en 
^  north,  in  a  point  of  wdods^  at  the  dhrtaoee  of  oxteM 
and  tf  htfif  milet. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

The  poHj  Motiniie  their  roote  detcription  of  Jodith  rivers— IndiMi  mode  of 
taking  the  bnllbloe— Shmghter  river  deteribed— phcnomeiui  of  mtnre— of 
indit  on  the  banks  of  the  Miasoori — the  party  eneamp  on  the  banks  of  the  rirer 
to  aseertain  whieh  of  the  streams  eonstitnte  the  Missouri— captam  Lewis 
leares  the  party  to  explore  the  niMlhem  fork,  and  eaptain  Clarke  explores 
the  southenr— the surrouBdingcomUy deseribedm  the  raate of  eaptfun Lewis 
—narrow  essap^  of  one  of  .his  parQr. 

Thursday  23.  Last  kiight  the  frost  was  seTere,  asd  this 
morning  the  iee  appeared  along  the  edges  of  thc^  river^  and 
the  water  froze  on  our  oars.  At  the  distaaee  of  a  mile  we 
passed  tha  entranee  of  a  ereek  on  the  north*  whioh  we  na* 
med  Teapot  creek;  it  is  fifteen  yards  wide»  and  alU^ough  it 
has  ninniiig  water  at  a  small  distance  from  its  mouth»  yet  it 
discharges  nono  into  the  Missouri,  resemblingy  we  helieTCy 
most  of  the  creeks  in  this  hilly  countryy  the  waters  of  wluek 
are  absorbed  by  the  thirsty  soil  near  the  rirer.  They  in- 
deed afford  but  little  water  in  any  part,  and  cTcn  that  is  so 
strongly  tainted  with  salts  that  it  is  unfit  for  use,  though 
an  the  wild  animus  are  Tcry  fond  of  it.  On  experiment  it 
was  found  to  be  moderately  purgative,  but  painful  to  the  in* 
testines  in  its  operation.  This  creek  seems  to  come  from  a 
range  of  low  hills,  which  run  from  east  to  west  for  scTcnty 
milegy  and  haye  their  eastern  extremity  thirty  miles  to  the 
north .  of  Tcf^t  creek.  Just  above  its  entrance  is  a  large 
assemblage  of  the  burrowing  squirrels  on  the  niHrth  side  of 
the  river.  At  nine  miles  we  reached  the  upper  point  of  an 
islaiid  in  a  bend  on  the  south,  and  opposite  the  centre  of  the 
jshuidy  a  small  dry  creek  on  the  north.  Half  a  mile  further 
a  small  creek  fSalls  in  on  the  same  side;  and  six  and  a  half 
milea  beyond  this  another  on  the  south.    At  four  and  a  half 

toIm  1.  ®  S 
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^U  .  Lewis  and  ClarMf  ExpeiitUm 

vepas««dasaiallisliBdiiimd«epbettd  totlieii^rtli^MiM 
the  smme  side  in  a  deep  nartheastern  bend  of  the  rirer  «a« 
other  small  islan^^one  of  these  en^ks  however  possessed 
any  water,  and  at  the  entrances  of  the  islands»  the  two  first 
are  eovered  with  tall  eottonwood  tinberf  and  the  last  with 
willows  only.  The  river  has  become  more  rapid,  the  eoaa- 
try  much  the  same  as  yesterdajt  except  thiU  there  is  rather 
more  rocks  on  the  fhee  of  the  hills,  and  some  small  spmee  pine 
appears  among  the  pitch*  The  wild  roses  are  very  abandaat 
and  now  in  bloom;  they  differ  from  those  of  the  United  States 
only  in  having  the  leaves  and  the  bush  itself  of  a  somewhat 
smaller  size.  We  find  the  mosquitoes  trouUesomot  not- 
withstanding the  coolness  of  the  morning.  The  buffaloeis 
scarce  to-day,  but  the  elk»  deer,  and  antelope,  are  veiy 
nnmerous.  The  geese  be|^  to  lose  the  feathers,  of  the 
wings,  and  are  unable  to  fly.  We  saw  five  be«rs>  one  of 
which  we  wounded,  but  in  swimming  from  us  yeross  the 
river^  he  become  entangled  in  some  driftwoo 
We  formed  our  camp  cm  the  north  c^posite  tad 
point  of  wo€|4  in  a  bend  to  the  south,  having  nSie  twen^f:: 
seven  miles.  '  f 

Friday  24.  The  water  in  the  ketUes  froze  one  eighth  of 
mi  inch  during  the  night;  the  ice  appears  along  the 
i>f  the  river,  and  the  cottonwood-trees  which  have  lost  i 
ly  all  their  leaves  by  the  frost,  are  putting  fiurth  other  buds. 
We  proceeded  with  the  line  principally  till  about  nine  o'elock» 
when  a  fine  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  8.  £•  and  amUed  oi 
to  sail  very  well,  notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  the  enr- 
rent.  At  one  mile  and  a  hait  is  a  large  creek  thirty  yards 
wide,  and  containing  some  water  which  it  empties  on  the 
north  side,  over  a  gravelly  bedi,  intermixed  with  some  stoaow 
A  man  who  was  sent  up  to  explore  the  country  returned  ia 
the  evening,  after  hftviog  gone  tep  miles  direetlfgr  towards 
the  ridge  of  mountains  to  the  north,  which  is  the  soMoa 
of  this  as  well  as  of  Teiqiot  creek.  The  air  of  these  high^ 
lan^  is  so  pnre^  that  ol(feets  iq^peur  much  nearer  tlwi 
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Ih^f^eaUy  are^  «o  fhat  altho«gli  Mr  dim nvttt  tea  ndtet 

without  thinking  himself  bj  any  means  half  way  te  the 

mottBtainSf  they  do  not  f r<Mn  the  river  appear  more  thaa 

ftfkeen  miles  distant^  this  stream  we  called  Norttuaom* 

tain  ereek.    Two  and  a  half  miles  higher  is  a  ereek  on  the 

south  which  is  fifteen  yards  wide,  bat  without  any  water^ 

nd  to  which  we  ga^  the  name  of  littledog  ereek^  firom 

a  village  of  burrowing  squirrels  opposite  to  its  eatranecj 

that  being  the  name  given  by  the  Preach  watermen  to  thosa 

animals*    Three  miles  from  this  a  small  ereek  caters  on 

^6  norths  five  beyond  which  is  an  iUand  a  quarter  of  a 

lH&e  in  lengthy  and  two  miles  further  a  small  rivert  this 

falls  in  on  the  souths  is  forty  yards  wide^  and  discharges  a 

bandsimie  stream  of  water;  its  bed  rocky  with  gravel  and 

sandy  and  the    banks  high;   we  called  it  Southmountaia 

creeky  as  from  its  direction  it  seemed  to  rise  in  a  range  of 

jmountaina  about  fifty  or  sixty  miles  to  the  S.  W.  of  its  en- 

traiMc.    The  low  grounds  are  narrow  and  without  timber; 

the  country  high  and  broken;  a  large  portion  of  black  rocky 

and  brown  sandy  rook  appears  in  the  face  of  the  hillsy  the 

tops  of  which  are  covered  with  scattered  jMncy  spruce  and 

dwarf  eedar;  the  soil  is  generally  poory  sandy  near  the  tops 

•f  the  hiUsy  and  nowhere  producing  much  grass,  the  low 

grounds  being  covered  with  little  else  than  the  hysopy 

er  ooutfaern  woody  and  the  pulpy-leafed  thorn.    Game  is 

mpre  scarce^  particulariy  beavery  of  which  we  have  seen  but 

few  for  several  days,  and  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of  which 

scNcma  to  depend  on  the  greater  or  less  quantity  of  timber* 

At  twenQr-fbur  and  a  half  miles  wereached  apoint  of  wood- 

laad  on  the  southy  where  wc  observed  that  the  trees  had  no 

lettvesy  and  encamped  for  the  night.    The  high  country 

through  wkic|i  we  have  passed  for  some  daysy  and  where 

^ve  mrw  arcy  we  suppose  to  be  a  continuation  of  what  the 

Frottdt  traders  called  the  Cote  Noire  or  Bjiack  hills.    The 

eoimtry  thus  den<Hniuated  consists  of  high  brdb^cn  irregular 

Utta  aod  short  thatas  of  moantainsy  sonetimes  one  hundred 
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sad  twenty  mflet  ia  iridth»  sonetimeB  narroweTf  VatahtaTS 
aiueh  higher  than  the  eouatry  on  either  side.  They  eom- 
menee  about^e  head  of  the  KanzaSf  where  they  dlTei^ 
tiie  flrst  ridge  going  westward,  i^ong  the  northern  shore  of 
the  Arkaasaw;  the  second  approaches  the  Rock  mountaiai 
obliquely  in  a  eoorse  a  little  to  the  W.  of  N.  W.  and  after 
passing  the  Platte  above  its  Ibrks,  and  intersecting  the  TM- 
lowstone  near  the  Bigbend,  crosses  the  Missouri  at  this 
place,  and  probably  swell  the  country  as  far  as  the  Sasioi- 
shawan,  though  as  they  are  represented  much  smaller  hers 
ihaa  to  the  south,  they  may  not  reach  that  rirer. 

Saturday,  35th.  Two  canoes  whioh  were  left  beUal 
yesterday  to  bring  on  the  game,  did  not  join  us  tlU  dgh( 
oVkek  this  morning,  when  we  set  out  with  the  towMne^  the 
use  of  which  the  hanks  permitted^  The  wind  was,  how- 
CTcr,  ahcAd,  the  current  strong,  partieulariy  round  the 
points  against  which  it  ha^ened  to  set,  and  the  guHies 
from  the  hills  haring  brought  down  quantities  of  stone, 
tiiese  projeeted  into  the  river,  forming  barriers  for  forty  or 
fifty  feet  round,  which  it  was  yery  difficult  to  pass.  At  tto 
Stance  of  two  and  three  quarter  miles  we  passed  a  smal 
island  in  a  deep  bend  on  the  south,  and  on  the  same  sidea 
ereek  twenty  yards  wide,  but  with  no  running  water. 
About  a  mile  further  is  an  island  between  two  and  three 
miles  in  length,  s^arated  from  the  northern  shore  by  a 
narrow  channel,  in  which  is  a  sand  island  at  the  distuiee  ef 
half  a  mile  from  its  lower  extremity.  To  this  large  island 
we  gave  the  name  of  Teapot  island;  two  niiles  above  wiiieh 
is  an  island  a  mile  long,  and  situated  on  the  south.  Atthrie 
and  a  half  miles  is  anotiier  small  island^  and  one  nolle  Im- 
yond  it  a  second  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  on  tte 
north  side.  In  the  middle  of  the  river  two  miles  above  thk 
is  an  island  with  no  timber,  and  of  the  same  extent  as  Ak 
last  Hie  country  on  each  side  is  high,  broken,  *and  roili^ 
Ac  rock  iicing  either  a  soft  brown  sandstonei  covMMi 
witk  a  tliln  stratam  of  ttoeaUme^  or  dee  a  hard  black  n^ 
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ged  granite,  both  umally  in  hoFizontal  ttratftt,  and  Um 
saadrock  OTerlaying  the  other.  Salts  and  qaartx  at  w'efl 
as  same  coal  and  pandeestone  stffl  appear:  the  bars  of  the 
rJTer  are  e6mpofled  prineipally  of  gravel;  the  iiTer  low 
giroiuids  are  narroir,  and  aibrd  seareely  any  timber;  Mr 
h  there  mueh  pine  on  tiie  hflh.  The  boflUoe  have  now  bo- 
OMne  ftearce:  we  saw  a  poleeat  this  ereaingy  whWi  was  the 
iSrst  forseveral  da;r.  in  the  eourse  of  tiie  di^  we  also  saw 
several  herds  of  the  big-homed  animals  among  the  steep 
eliffs  ra  the  north,  and  killed  several  of  them.  At  the  dia^^ 
lanee  of  eighteen  miles  we  eneamped  on  the  south,  and  the 
next  morning, 

^  Sunday,  36th,  proeeeded  on  at  an  early  hour  1^  means 
of  the  towUne,  using  our  oars  merely  in  passing  the  rivers 
to  take  advantage  of  the  be^  banks.  There  are  now  searee- 
J|y  any  low  grounds  on  the  liv^,  the  hills  being  high  and 
in  many  plaoes  j^res^ing  on  both  sides,  to  4he  verge  of  the 
water.    T%e  blaek  rook  has  ^ven  plaee  to  a  very  soft  sami* 
atone,  whieh  seems  to  be  washed  away  fast  by  the  river,  and 
being  thtown  into  the  river  renders  its  navigation  more  difl- 
enlt  than  it  was  yesterday:  above  this  sandstone,  and  to- 
waids  the  smnmits  of  the  hills,  a  hard  freestone  of  a  yel- 
lowish brovm  eolour  shows  itself  in  several  ftratas  of  une- 
f  ual  thiekness,  frequently  overlaid  or  inerusted  by  a  thin 
stratum  of  limestone,  whieh  seems  to  be  formed  of  oonereted 
sh^s*    At  eigfatand  a  quarter  miles  we  came  to  the  mouth 
of  a  creek  on  the  north,  thirty  yards  wide,  with,  some  l*na- 
niMg  water  and  a  rodky  bed:  we  called  it  Windsor  creek, 
oAer  one  of  the  party.    Four  and  three  quarter  mUes  be* 
y9oA  this  we  eame  to  another  ereek  in  a  bend  to  the  north, 
wUeh  is  twenty  yards  wide,  with  a  handsome  little  stream 
«f  water:  there  is  however  no  timber  on  either  side  of  the 
rMrer^  except  a  few  i^nes  on  the  hills.    Bere  We  saw  for 
Oe  ihvt  time  since  we  left  the  Mandans  several  soft  shel- 
led twrtles,  though  this  mxj  be  owing  rather  to  the  season 
offtfie  jroarthantomq^seareityof.theanhaal.   ilwa^bere 
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tliat  after  aMeidiag  t]M»  kighert  sttDiHuU  of  <^ 
Mrth  tida  of  the  civer»  Uiat  oaptain  Levis  first  eaiq^t  aiBi* 
tant  yiew  of  the  Boek  moHDtainsy  tile  <4y eet  of  all  our  h^ieSf 
and  the  reward  of  all  our  ambition.  Oa  both  sides  of  tha 
river  and  at  no  great  distanee  from  it»  the  mountains  fiA* 
lowed  itseonrse:  above  these,  at  the  distanee  of  fifty  mshe 
from  as,  9%  ivfegidar  rai^  of  mountains  spread  themeelsea 
from  west  to  northwest  from  his  position.  To  the  north  of 
these  a  few  elevated  points,  the  most  remarkable  of  whieli 
bore  north  6^''  west,  appeared  above  the  horison^  and  as  the . 
sun  shwo  on  the  snows  of  their  summits  he  obtained  a  elear 
and  satisfiustory.view  of  those  mountains  whieh  elose  on 
the  Missouri  the  passage  to  the  Paeifie.  Four  and  a  half 
miles  beyond  tl^is  ereok  we  name  to  Ae  Uj^r  point  i^a 
small  sand  island*  At  the  distanee  of  five  ndSes  between 
high  bluffs^  we  passed  a  very  diffleuk  rapid,  reaehing  ^ie 
aeross  the  river^  where  the  water  is  de^Pf  the  ehannel  nar« 
foWf  and  gravel  obstrueting  it  on  eaeh  side:  we  had  g^-eat 
diffieul^  in  aseending  it^  although  we  used  both  the  rope 
and  the  pole,  and  doubled  the  erews:  this  is  the  most  eon* 
siderable  rapid  oi|  the  Missouri^  and  in  faet  the  only  plfMO 
where  there  is  a  sudden  descent:  as  we  were  laibouring  ovor 
them,  a  female  elk  vrith  its  iawn  swam  down  throngji  thn 
waves,  whieh  ran  very  high,  and  obtained  for  the  plaee 
the  name  of  the  Elk  Rapids.  Just  above  them  is  a  somU 
low  ground  of  oottonwood  trees>  where,  at  twenty^two  and 
a  quarter  miles  we  fix^  our  eneampraent,  and  were  joined 
by  eaptain  liowis^  who  had  been  mi  the  hills  durfaig  the  af- 
ternoon. 

The  eountry  has  now  beeome  desert  and  barren:  Urn 
aH^earanees  of  eenl^  burnt  earthy  pnmieestone,  salU,  anA 
quartz,  eontiaoe  an  yesterday:  but  thore  is  no  timber  ^Xr^ 
eept  the  thinly  eeattered  i^ne  and  .qruee  on  the  snmndte  oC 
the  hills,  or  along  the  sides.  The  only  animah  we  kavie 
observed  are  the  elk»  the  Inghomt  and  the  hare^  eommom 
in  this  eonntry.    In  the  plabi  wMre  w^  He  are  two  biina 
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lleoday»  ».    the  wind  wmt  to  Mgh  that  we  Ad  not 
rtart  till  ten  a*«loek,  and  oTon  then  we^  obliged  to  nse  the 
line  dniiaf  the  greater  part  of  the  day*  The  river  hat  be- 
eone  Tery  rapid  with  a  ?ery  pereeptiUe  deseent:  its  gene* 
ml  inddi  it  ahoat  two  hmdredl  jardt:  the  thoale  too  are 
nore  fireqnent,  and  the  reeky  points  at  the  month  of  the 
gqlUet  nHire  tronbletome  to  past:  great  qnanlitiet  of  this 
alone  lie  in  the  river  and  on  itt  banks^  and  teem  to  have  fid- 
len  down  at  the  r^  wathed  away  the  elay  and  tttid  in 
Whieh  they  were  imbedded.     Tlie  water  it  bordered  by 
Ugh  ragged  falnit,  eompoted  of  irregokr  bat  horizontid 
tirataa  of  yellow  and  brown  or  blaek  chiy^  Irown  and 
yaUowiah  white  sand,  soft  yeUowith  white  tandttone:  hard 
datk  brown  fireettone;  and  also  large  round  kidaey  formed 
irtcgi^v  teparate  mattes  of  a  hard  Maek  ironttonOf  im*> 
bedded  in  the  elay  and  tand;  tome  eoal  or  earbonated  wood 
also  maket  its  a^pearanee  in  the  eUffii,  as  do  idto  itt  usnal 
attendantt  the  pnmieettone  and  burnt  earth.    l%e  taltt  and 
qnartfls-arelpttabandantyandgeneralfytpeaking  the  eoun- 
tq^  is  If  pottiUe  moire  ragged  and  barrM  than  that  we  pas- 
sed yesterday;  the  mky  growth  of  the  hills  being  a  few  pine, 
8pn»e^  and  dwarf  eedar,  interspersed  with  an  oeeasional 
eontrast  onee  fai  the  eonrse  of  some  ndles,  of  sereral  acres 
ef  lerel  ground,  whieh  siap^y  a  semity  snbsistenee  fbr  a 
tbw  Iktie  eottonwood  trees. 

Soon  after  setthig  out  we  jpassed  a  small  untimbered 
islaiid  on  the  south:  at  about  sewn  miles  we  reaehed  a  eon- 
fliderdUe  bend  whieh  the  rirer  makes  towards  the  south- 
east, and  in  the  evening,  after  Mddng  tweNe  and  a  half 
mBea,  encamped  on  the  sooth  near  two  dead  eottonwood 
tteaa,  tiie  only  timber  Ibr  fuel  whieh  we  eontd  discover  in 
•  the  ne^fabourhood. 

Tuesday,  2B.    Hie  weather  was  dark  and  cloudy;  the 
ttir8moky,nadtfamrefDttalb#dropsi»f rain.  Atteno'eloek 
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we  faad  mgiiii  a  sBglit  ^risUiiig  of  nfa«  altteMI  wiHi  ««- 
taut  thmAtTf  whieh  it  the  first  we  hftre  heard  liBee  leaviig 
the  Maodaoft.    We  emplejed  the  line  geneialfyf  with  the 
addition  of  the  pole  at  die  ripples  and  roefcy  peiatSf  whieh 
we  find  more  nomerous  and  troublesome  than  those  we  pas- 
sed yesterday.    The  water  is  Terj  rapid  roaad  these  pontSf 
and  we  are  sometimes  ohUged  to  steer  tho  eaaoea  thraagh 
the  points  of  sharp  roeks  ristng  a  few  inelies  above  the  «h^ 
fiu^e  of  the  watmr,  and  so  near  to  eaeh  other  tluit  if  oar 
ropes  giTc  way  the  foroe  aX  tile  eurrent  drires  the  sidoo  of 
the  eanoe  against  them^  nod  must  iaevitnldy  upset  them  ok 
dash  them  to  pieces.    These  eords  are  rery  slender,  beiof 
almost  all  made  of  elkskin,  and  m^eh  worn  androttad  bf 
exposure  to  the  weather:  several  times  they  gave  way»  bat 
fortunately  always  in  plaees  where  there  was  room  for  the 
eanoe  to  turn  without  striking  the  rook;  yet  with,  all  oar 
precautions  it  was  with  infinite  rish  and  labour  tiiat  wo  pas- 
sed these  points.    An  Indian  pole  fbr  building  floated  down 
the  riyer,  and  was  worn  at  one  end  as  if  dragged  along  the 
ground  in  travelling;  several  other  articles  were  also  br  oagM 
down  by  the  curroitt  which  indicate  that  the  Jbidiaas  are 
probably  at  no  great  distance  above  us»  and  ju^png  from  a 
football  whieh  resembles  those  used  by  the  Minnetareoi 
near  the  Mandaas,  we  coiyccture  that  they  must  be  a  baad 
of  the  Minnetuees  effort  de  Prmrie.    The  appearance  of 
the  river  and  the  smrrounding  country  continued  as  usaal^ 
tOl  towards  evenings  at  about  fifteen  ^lilcs»  we  reached* 
large  creek  on  the  north  thirty^vc  yards  wide,  disohaiK- 
ing  some  water,  and  named  after  one  of  our  men  Thoa|p» 
son's  creek.    Here  the  ooontiy  asoamed  a  totally  diiferMit- 
aspect;  the  hUb  retired  on  both  sides  firom  the  river,  whieiii 
now  spreads  to  more  than  three  times  its  former  ttact  amd 
is  filled  with  a  number  of  small  handsome  islands  eoiarfad 
with  cottonWood.    Hie  low  grounds  on  the  rivea  are  ngpiha 
wide,  fertile,  and  enriched  with  treesj  those  on  the  nortli 
are  pmrticalarly  wide,  the  hUb  b^ng  eomparaavdy  low  1 
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for  m  wnsidiMpyileiUtM^  tawwd^  tb«  nof  ilu  tbeia  i^fipet^ 
•Mm  ^  ¥^(elfttioa  Me  4eUgklf ul  after  t^  dreary  biUf 
•irer  wUeh  we  tere  paised,  ud  we  Jiafe  new  ta  efngratttWlf 
etirselvet  at  haTiag  eseafed  frMi  tlM  lait  ridgei  ef  t|if 
Blaak  naaataifis.  teleawif  Tbasiptoa's  ere^k  we  pait 
eei  tw^  8iaa&  itlaada,  aad  at  twaa^-ibree  miles  distaae^ 
eaeanped  anoog  aaiie  tiaiber  aa  the  aartb»  appo$Ue  tf 
%  miaU  evedk*  whieh  we  aaaaed  BiiU  eveak.  lilie  bi^v 
iHim  Mia  great qaaaikfaey  imi  mostbHng  forth  tbair yoimg 
ataimjaarfyM^eaOyaslliayareiiowlialfgrowa.  One  of 
fte  parly  law  a  large  bear  ali0»  bat  being  at  adistanee  froqi 
Oe  rifar,  aad  bayi^  aotiaibar  ta  eoaeaal  \\9kf  b^  waubjl 
aet  Tentnra  ta  ftre, 

Wadaeiday,  aa.  Last  ai|^  wa  welro  alarmed  by  a  naif 
9art  af  aaemy.  A  baffiiloa  swaat  over  from  tbe  oppo4ta 
side  and  -ta  tbe.  spot  wbere  lay  we  af  oar  caaoes,  over 
wUeh  he  atambered  tathe  sl|ore;tbeB  takiag  fright  ha  raa 
MI  speed  aptba  biwfc  tawavds  oar  firet,  aad  passed  withia 
eigfhteen  inehes  af  the  heads  af  sasM  of  the  meai  before  the 
sentinel  eoald  make  hUn  change  hit  eaarset  still  mora  alarm* 
ad  he  ran  down  betweea  fow  fires  and  within  a  few  inches 
af  the  heads  of  a  seeoftd  raw  ^  the  men^  and  would  hafO 
hveliaa  iaia  oar  ladge  if  the  barking  of  the  dog  bad  net 
stepped  him.  He  suddenly  tamed  to  the  righted  was  oat 
af  sight  in  a  momeat,  leaving  as  all  ia  confusion^  every  oof 
salsini?  his  riie  and  inqniriag  the  eaase  af  the  alarm.  Qp 
Isanmig  what  had  happened,  we  had  to  ;iNijoife  at  snfering  n^ 
mate  iiQiffy  Uum  the  damage  to  some  guns  which  were  in 
tte  eaaae  whieh  the  buibloo  arassad. 

Is  tbe  aMraiag  eariy  wo  left  onr  oamp^  and  prooeedad 
as  waaal  by^ecard*  We  passed  an  iriand  and  twa  sandbari, 
mid  %k  the  distaaae  af  two  aad  a  half  miles  we  aama  to  a 
hawlaana  rivw  wUeh  dbwhargcs  itself  on  tha^soathi  aad 
^rideh  we  aaecaHkd  ta  the  dbtanae  af  a  mile  and  a  half: 
-mm  aaUad  it  JaditVsaiiat^il^fiMi  hi  jtha  SmL  mamMOnip 

TOI^  I.  &  h 
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fa  ilmt  tiM  «MM  plMt  vUk  tke  Mniolediril  wd 
TeHowttom  rhr«r.  M$  MifMee  it  we  hiuA^ed  yards  wMe 
from  Me  buk  ta  the  eUier»  dM  water  eectopyim;  ekeet 
•eTeetj-4Ne  yards,  end  fai  greeAMT  fMBtity  tluui  HmU  ef  Iks 
Mutelethell  rifer,  aid  tkeiq^  aare  rapid  e^oaMy  aa^%^ 
We»  there  being  no  staaee  ar  reeks  ia  the  bed^  vhieh  is  easi- 
yased  entirely  af  graifel  aad  mad  with  eeoie  saad:  the  waler 
tea  is  elearer  than  any  whieh  we  haye  yet  seea;  aad  the  law 
graands,  as  fkr  at  we  eeald  dtpeenif  wider  aad  laare  waed|y 
than  these  af  the  liissoari:  aleag  its  hanks  we  dhservsi 
same  bax-alder  intemiixed  with  the  eattenwaad  ai|d  the 
wHlow;  the  uadopgrawth  aansbtiBg  af  Msebushest  hansf- 
soekles,  and  a  little  red  wUlaw.  There  was  a  great  abu- 
ianeeaf  the  aif^alea  ar  bigharaed  animals  ia  the  high  eaaa- 
try  thraagh  ^hleh  it  passea»  and  a  great  aiuaber  af  the  bea- 
ter in  its  watera:  JastaboM  the  entranee  af' it  we  saw  the 
ires  af  one  hundred  aai  tweat|r*six  lo^as^  whieh  nffcarid 
to  hare  been  deserted  abaat  twelre  or  tftaea  dayst  aad  an 
the  other  side  of  the  Missaart  a  large  eaeaa^^aseat,  sifpi- 
reatly  made  by  the  sanM  natiaa.    Oa  eiamiaiing  sanie  BMa^ 
easitts  whieh  we  feoad  there,  ow  InAan  wt^aaa  said4hat 
they  did  not  belong  to  bar  awa  nation  the  Snake  Ifidma% 
bat  she  thoaght  that  they  indieatad  a  tribe  an  tlas  side  af 
tte  Baoky  moon^ain^  and  ta  the  north  of  the  Missaarii  ha* 
deedit  isprabaUathatthaae  are  the  Mianetarees  af  fttt 
dePrairie.    At  the  distanee  af  sai:  and  a  half  milaa  thi 
hills  again  approaeh  the  hrink  af  Oie  rtrer,  aad  the 
and  roeks  wadied  dawn  from  them  fbria  a  Tary  bad 
with  roeks  and  tiptH^  more  niimeraasaad  diHealt 
those  we  passed  Oa  theSTth  and  aath:  hare  the  san 
was  renewed,  and  we  had  again  ta  stmggk  and  lahaar  ta 
presence  oar  smaH  eraffc  frasa  btiag  la^    Near  thn  spat 
are  a  ft  w  trees  af  the  adi»  the  irat  wte  ham  seen  far  a  ipeaat 
dtstanee,  aadlram  wUeh  we  named  the  plaae  Ash  Bapidp 
On  these  hills  there  is  bat  liitie  tiariMTthMt  the  sabs,  eoaJU 
an* other  nriafralappiiniMian  niathina    Oatheaarthw* 
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ftM%A  m  jpriripiee  aboat  oie  I«rff6d«i*  Ninety  feet  li%h» 

noder  whkh  hiy  seaitered  tkelHigneiitt  of  «t  tout  «m  has- 

dred  otrwset  of  InrfUMty  aMidvgh  the  water  wUeh  had 

WMhed  awmy  the  Unrer  port  i^  the  Mil  miiit  baTe  earried 

eff*  maay  ef  the  dead.    These  haflUoes  had  been  chased 

dafWB  the  precipiee  ia  a  waj  tetj  eeauaoa  da  the  Mbsouiii 

mtihj  whieh  Tast  heids  are  destreyed  ia  a  momeot.    The 

mdeof  hiDrtiaglsto  trteeteneeCthe  meet  aetive  aad  fleet 

yaaag  mea,  who  is  di^paised  by  a  baflhiaeahia  roaad  his 

hedy;  the  skhKriTthe  head  with  the^ean  ani  herarfhsteaed 

on  his  own  head  in  saeh  a  way  as  to  deoeiTO  the  bufliiloe: 

ilhus  dr^ssedf  he  fixes  hiniself  at  a  eoaToaieBt  distanee  be* 

tween  a  hofd  of  baiUoo  aad  any  of  Ao  river  iireeipiee% 

whieh  oonietinMis  extend  fbr  ooaw  nilof.  His  eonipanions 

ia  the  iDeantime  get  hi  the  roar  da4  side  of  the  hc4Fd,  and 

at  a  gfrea  signal  showthemsolveat  aadadrattoe  towards  tlio 

haflhioo:  they  iastaatly  take  the  akMa^aad  lading  the  haa- 

«N«  lioside  tliem»  they  ran  toprtfds  the  disgaisod  Indian  or 

deeoy»  who  leads  them  on. at  fall  speed  toward  the  river^ 

when  onddealy  Moaripg  hiaMolf  in  aome  erevieo  of  the  eliff 

lihioh  he  had  previoasfy  flxed  on,  tiM  lierd  is  left  on  tho 

fctink  of  the  preo^ieet  it  is  thou  in  Tain  for  the  fbrsmost 

to  retreat  or  etwn  to  stifpi  they  or  pressed  on  by  the  hind*^ 

B09t  rankf  wIh^  seekig  no  danger  bnt  f^om  the  hanters» 

gmd  on  those  before  thew  tiH  the  whole  are  preei^tated 

dnd  the  shore  is  strewed  with  their  dttdfaodios*  ttMietioios 

hi  tUo  periloas  sodaetion  the  Indian  is  hiauelf  eitl^r  trod- 

Am  wader  foot  by  the  rapid  Bttorenients  of  tlio  bafUoe,  aj^ 

wiMAmg  hin  footing  in  the  ottlf  is  oiiged  down  tlie  preeipioe 

Igr  the  tMang  llerd*  TIm  Indians  thea  seteet  as  miieh  meat 

ao  tliejr  wi^  and  the  rest  ifLabaodwed  to  the  wolTes»  and 

OMBte  a  uHMit  dreadfal  stoaol;^    This  w^t^as  who  had  beeii 

feastH^  on.Uwse  eaveaaes  were  Teigf  4Ssl»  and  so  geetle  that 

oise  of  tlieas  wao  hflkd  adth  an  es|NMiton«  AboTO  this  plaee 

we  oanse  to  for  ^iner  at  the  distanee  of  soYenteen  miies^ 

opfMite  to  a  bold  raoQiBg  fi«w  jiC  .l^entjLysir^ 

i 
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^A  we  Mted  diis  stream  fitHugliter  river.  Its  l«w  groiaift 
Itfe  narrow,  and  emitafit  scarcely  my  thiAer.  Sma  wSm 
tandtog  it  liegan  to  U^w  and  rain,  and  as  there  wat  no  yi«%- 
t«et  of  getting  Wood  for  fttel  fkrther  on,  we  Axed  oar  eaUf 
M  die  north*  three  qnatters  of  a  mile  idboVe  Slaogfater  ffnr. 
After  the  lahours  of  the  day  we  gare  to  eaeh  man  «  dnMh 
ioid  craeh  was  the  eVbet  of  long  abstSnence  from  spifitmnA 
ttquors,  that  fh>tai  the  small  ^antity  of  half  a  gH  of  HM, 
%eTeral  of  the  men  Were  considerably  affected  by  it,  aad  aA 
tei7  much  exIdUrated.  Oar  game  to-day  ooaststcd  of  M 
tik  ted  two  beaTer* 

Itinrsday*  30.  The  rain  wideh  eommen«ed  1a«t  etmiig 
leoatiBned  wldi  little  Intermission  tiH  etereli  this  mondag, 
%hen  die  High  wind  whieb  aeeompanied  ft  having  abated,  we 
Wt  ont.  More  rlua  has  now  lUlen  than  we  have  had  siaoe  ^&m 
1st  of  8<^ember  ktst>  and  many  cdreumsCanees  imifeaie  onr 
hpproaeh  to  a  efimnte  diflbring  eonsiikmbfy  ttom  than  oflhb 
«oattt]7  throuj^  which  we  hare  been  pasring:  the  air  oTlbe, 
^^n  country  is  astonidiinglydry  and  pare.  €ttiseri4ng^haC  Aie 
^MMe  of  oar  sextanrt,  thovgh  perfectly  Bcasoaedt  shrariL  aat 
the  Joints  opened,  we  tried  sereral  t^xperiments,  by  wlMi 
tt  appeared  that  a  ti^lespoon  faH  of  water  exposed  in  n 
mucer  to  die  air  Ironld  eraporate  ia  diirty-stx  hows,  when 
iSfee  mermiry  did  Mt  stand  higterthan^e  temperate  fmaA 
aft  the  greatest  heat  of  the  day.  The  river,  notMthslaiiiiiig 
tiie  rain»  is  much  clearer  than  it  was  a  few  days  paat;  httt  * 
life  advance  with  gnat  labour  and  dificolty;  the  'npti  ma\ 
tenif  the  ripples  and  rocky  points  rendering  the  navigartio^ 
imoreombarrassingthan  even  that  of  yesterday^  in  addHleli 
to  which  the  baiAs  tuw  now  so  dippei7  after  the  rain,  OuiL 
the  men  who  draw  the  canoes  can  scarcely  walk,  and  Xhib 
earth  and  stone  eonstandy  fidling  dMH  dm  Ugh  blirfft 
imdBe  It  dangerotts  to  pass  under  them;  vHUIt  kowenr  ^ev« 
nre  obliged  to  Biaite  use  of  the  cord,  as  die  wind  Is  str^mg 
idKMid,  the  einiNm  too  rapid  IbrosHrs,  and  to^^leep«ir  «be 

r 
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pit.Mimin^m  fUmA  at  the  ilMiMtt  oTiti  m«  a 
iudf  flrilef  A  tBiaU  iiiTvkt  1«  A  iMrfM  Ow  MVtiH  ^ 
fnttor  •»  Mm«1  q6  tke  M»«  tiiet  iMdf  a  nrile  Wgni^ 
mmm  t$  a  gr«v«  af  troM  at  tke  aalraaoe  «f  a  ran  ia  a  hoai 
U  Ott  loilll^  Md  Meamyed  An>  th^  aight  €a  <te  aardma 
jpiM*€b  Tba  ei^  adtM  arU«h  a«  laaie  ta4hiy  Mtt  at  Biadi 
traaWat  The  «if  wai  #iM  aad  Madei^  awe  disiq;re«^ 
bgr  tiM  lain,  ariiMi  Ceil  fai  aiireral  tNght  alMWWt  ia  tto 
aoaiM  oC  tin  iaf^  mm  murt^  toaktaito  aireni  liaw«»  bat 
fHrtaiMtelj  witkMt  iajary  to  di9  fcoitlt.  Oa  aiteafaii;  ito 
IriMftaear  Hw  T*v«fi,Meaf  il^iMul^ftaaAthat  Uwraaai 
laaw  adxedwidi  MM  laia  aa  tin  hti^yB:  a  Mtlfo  Imk  dT 

*0se  ilifa  Maitry  tiataanB  perlb€<i]rti^ 
iker. 'Itmia  it  aoffaatfaribcrMtkaMlltyflBd«rfyaftw  9^ 
tevlagaaMaaiood,aib,b«a'4Mer,aBda1U»ai,ai^ 
f«r.  bi^e«aataeortli«^wepaMM<wTasaleiieaMpnirate 
atHMmmt  tk»  aiMt  reeoataf  lAUk  Moaed  to  hvre  beta 
-  a^^aaaaitdatairt  Ibn  ureekt  «lMi^aiMifraai<lieBewral«|i» 

ahaat  aaehaadfci  Mget  wfcoarfsra  tiavalKagtlMrljr  q^  tin 
t^wr.  AMiMgiiaofttitaCtinlflMoai4llr#aith6>li^ 
ta<M8fdae6e»liititeripwrfpermta<at»>ttl8iiWit»^ 
a^Md  axcnqi^ifrMi  Ibe  tianslettt  iMte  af  ^mtiiig  partiM. 
We  luiew  that  the  Ififewtaswesaf^he  MbMwi  txtoMlifcoir 
MBewaioM  m  the  teaA  tifc  af  Iht  rinw,  m  high  m  taie 
TcUowiteiie;  and  Hn  Jktthiibaias  Ti^t  the  atnrthem  mh, 
aioat  prehaUy  at  U|jh  at  Pereii|p»  ritatw  AH  the  ladget 
teM^eea  that  ^^aoe  aad'O^  Ilecfcy  amMtatan  ae  tafpoetd 
«a  iMiong  to  the  Mfametaraes  tf  ftt<t4t  PiaMe»  ate  Mreaa 
4Hie  aat^  Ihik^lhe  Satkashaami. 

CVMay/Si.  We  piaeeaded  ia  two  periegatth  laaviag  ^fte 
eaaaes  to  iKtog'Oa-Unanat  eff  tatt>  baiWees  idiled  Jatteye^ 
te^.  Seoa  aCtar  we  tet  af  It  begaa^to  -Mia,  and  ihoaghih 
tumjod  at  neea^  ihe  weather  eoBtfaaed  eloady  daabi^lhe 
Tn9tat^»^.  ThetfettiaelieatafjmlerdajtIiUj 
%iit'flttiKae«AEe  «tea  «mtii?ify:  4ht  haidui  aia  to  i 
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b  Mne  i^beira  ud  tta  nod  so  aAetire  Uiat  Oey  we  «m. 
Ue  tonfMr  theb  noeciMiM;  Mefourtli  of  tke  tine  they  ave 
ebliged  to  be  op  to  tileir  wmpits  In  the  ^eM  wftter.  Mi 
f  etinei  irmlk  t»  tererpl  jardi  erer  the  fhtffifhignieiiitf 
ef  rodks  wUeh  ha^  fhUeii  from  the  MIk:  all  this  added  ta 
tte  burden  of  draggiag  die  hea^y  eanoet  h  yery  patafli^ 
yet  the  BMa  bewr  k  with  greot  pi^eaee  aad  good  hooMun 
Oaeethefopeofoae^the  perlogaeB»  tike  only  oar  we  hat 
Mide  of  heii^,  bioko  diort*  aad  the  ptriegae  fwoBK  aad  jait 
toaehedapolBtof  rookwhiehahaostoTortether.  Atatao 
aittee  we  eaaie  la  a  h%h  waU  of  Maek  roefc  rbiagflraiii  At 
water^s  edge  oa  the  vMh,  abote  the  eHA  of  the  rbor:  tldt 
oootfanied  iU»ottt  a  quarter  of  a  laile,  aad  was  saeeoeded  bgrm 
Ugh  ^pem  i^aiay  till  Ofee  miles  farther  a  seeond  waU  two 
haadred  Ibet  high  rose  oo  the  sOBie  dde.  Three  ndSes  far^ 
ther  a  wall  of  Ae  same  hlad  ehaat  two  haodredibet  Uigk 
aad  twdre  ia  4^i^aeM,  an^eared  to  the  aortk  these  hffle 
aad  river  eMA  Mhibft  a  most  extraoriinafy  and  roasaatio 
ap^eamaee;  they  rise  la  aiostplaees  aearly  perpt*  'ndor 
froia  the  waters  to  the  height  of  betwor»twoaad  thMO  hw* 
A«d*feol9  mid  aro  formed  of  Tory  white  saadstoaot  so  soft 
as  to  yield  readily  to  the  impressioa  of  water* »  the  upper 
part  of  whioh  lie  iidbedded  two  or  three  thia  horiaeatal 
■Iralas  of  whte  flroostoae  laseasiUe  to  the  reia,  aad  oa  the 
topis  a  daik  ririi  loomrWhieh fbrass  a gradaally  asec»d 
lag phUoi  ftasK  o  asile  toa  adle  airi  a  holf  in  exteat»  wheis 
«e  hills  again  ime  abraptfy  to  Ae  height  of  aboat  ttoao 
hamiredftotmara>  la  triakliag  dsiwa  the  oliffii,  the  water 
has  worn  the  saft  saadstam  into  a  thoOsand  |p*oteiM|ao 
jBgmres»  aaMmg  whioh  with  attfttle  fisaey  may  be  diseerae*^ 
fiegmt  raagea  of  freertoao  baildiagsy  with  eolonms  yart-- 
oady  seal|^ared»  and  sapportiag  loagaod  elqpmt  gnlimda«»  ^ 
#lda  the  pamipota  are  .adonsed  With  statnory:  on  a  Marsr 
opproaeh  they  r^preseat  ofotgr  fiorm  of  dbgaat  mda^.eo^^ 
lamm»  sOam>  witbvpadeetalfi  Md  oapltitt  ^Mtiioy  iMitehl  wh^ 
tihrtodend  prostrate^  and  seme  rising  pyromMiilpotw ends 
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other,  tm.  tibej  tormlMto  iiiva  iliwp  fotat. ,  llwie  wtt  w^ 

liedbgrmdiesyidciMrciftt  and  the  ^w^mnj  mffmtmttu  «C 

4«M^I(Bd  flMgniiomee:  the  illaifam  it  iMrwMd  by  th» 

wnber  of  martuiif  wha  hmw  bsiU  Iheir  f^bbuhr  MtU  hi 

the  niehee  and  hoTer.  ot«*  th^te  oalinmit;  a»  inew  eoaatfy 

theyiMreMeastomedtefreqiienthupsaeleMBtraetues.  A^ 

we  adranee  there  seeiat  ae  ead  ta  the  TJeiaaaiy  eadiaat* 

iieat  whiA  swreaadt  ai^    la  the  a^Ubt  af  this  fiuitaftii 

aeeaery  are  vast  r»ages  af  valls^  arUeh  teem  ^e  pradiuw 

tiaat  af  art»  sa  r^galw  ie  the  werirmwiiihip;  th^  the  par> 

pndbiiiarij  flraai  the  rirw^  taaietiaMt  im  the  hei^ttf 

eae  hiuMfared  feet»  iraryiag^  thiohaets  fram  oneio  twelve 

6et»  beiag  e^piaQj^hraad  at  the  tap  a»  beiaw.    Hm  etaaee 

tf  whieh  they  are  fonaed  am  Uaeht  thiek>  aad  dandde*  aai 

eaafased  af  afattgepMrU^mof  eartli,  iatemixed  aad  ea- 

amiled  witkauudlqpiaality  of  taad^aBd  a  eeaiidraiUa  fira* 

partioa  af  talk  or  qaartz.  Thesastaaet  araiAlnHMit  iarai^ 

Uly  ref'nlar  paiaUelipeds^  aaefoal  aises  ia  tike  wafi,  but 

espial      teep»  aad  laid  r^ahMdy  in  raaget  arar  eadi  aOar 

like  brA6hii»  eaeh  breahiag  and  eoTeiiogthe  iatentiee  af  the 

tiro  on  wkieh  it  rettai  Imt  thoagh  the  perfeadiealar  iaier^ 

atiae  be  deeiroyedt  the  hariaaatalaae  atead»  estirefy 

throaglh  the  arhde  wark:  tha  fitoaae  laaareprapertiooed  to 

the  thiekiMMis  af  the  wall  ia  whiA  they  we  eviflqredi*  beiag 

brgeatinthathiefcertw^hb.  The. thiaaer. wails  are  eaan 

yaead  of  a  siagle  dq^of  the  parallel^Md^  while  the  tUehea 

eoea  aouist  <tf  two  er  laare  depths:  these  walls  pass  the 

riyer  at  several  pfaMes^  rishig  ftwai  the  water^s  edge  araeh 

abaro  tlie  saadsteae  hhaffs  wUah  th^  seen  te  penetrate 

tlmsee  tihey  eropsiaa  straif^t  line  oa  ^ther  side  af  the 

rifar#  tbo  phaas  ww  whieli  thsy  tower  ta  the  heigirt  ef 

toa  te  sereafy  tutU  util  thqr  leie  dieflipelves  ia  the 

i  raage  of  hiils;  seiaetiieii  they  raa-paiellsthi  sarewJ 

laar  te  eeab  ether,^^  sevetiBMi  iirteneet  eask  ether 

at  rigjht  aaij^Mlkimtheappaarinia^vribefaaeieirt 
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TbeflMe  oftWM  of  tkMe  rivMT  hub,  U  wm^mA^t 
tttryexeeilMt  ftcfiit— t  •f  m  iigiit  ydloiri A  hg>w  artig^ 
Md  amMg  dw  elifi  we  fomd  a  tpMiM  ef  fiM  whkh  ym 
kud  Mt  j«t  •era,  aad  diMbiing  frooi  Oie  YirgUft  p»iihpim 
teksTiagaihorterlMf;  Mdaloagtr  md ■wn^ptMrttd ee«i»i 
Theeotl  appears  Mly  ia  uaall  quaatidet*  ae de  Ike  bant 
eaftk  and  pmoioetteae:  tike  amieral  taUe  have  afcalnd 
Amoag  die  animaU  are  a  p^reat  auiber  of  tke  bighefai'» 
few  biiialee  a»d  e&r  aad  eoane  mak-daer,  birt  aeae  ef  tlia 
eemmea  deer  aer  aay  aatelepet.  We  taw  b«t  eeidd  aai 
preeare  a  beaotifvl  fox,  ef  a  eeleor  varied  wiih  nraaga,ya|- 
lew,  wbke,  and  bladu  rather  imaUer  Uiaa  the  eemnea  tm 
ef  this  eoaatrjr,  ead  abeal  the  sane  siseas  the  red  fox  ef  the 
Vaited  States. 

Tlie  river  te*daj  has  been  freai  aboat  oae  hoadted  aad 
iflj  to  twe  haadred  aad  ftlly  yards  wide,  with  bai  little  tian 
ber.  Atthedistaaeeof  tweaiilesaadahairfroiatkela«t 
•tone  wall,  is  a  stream  oa  tke.aorth  side,  tweaty-eigU 
yaids  ia  width,  aad  wiUi  soms  raaaing  water.  Weeneaaip 
od  J ast  abere  its  mealh  iuuriag  ayrfle  eighteea  mileik 

Batartey,  Jaae  1.  The  weather  waseleady  with  a  fow 
drops  of  nda.  As  we  proeeedod  by  the  aid  of  ear  eord  we 
foaad  the  river  eliA  and  Uaffknot  •o  hi|^  as  yesterd^,aad 
the  seaatry  nmre  leveL  The  timber  too  is  ia  greatorabaa- 
daaeo  ea  Oe  river,  tfioagh  there  is  ao  wood  on  the  high 
groaad;  eoal  however  appears  ia  the  Maflb.  The  river  ip 
firom  two  huadrod  to  two  himdred  and  ifty  foot  wide,  the 
eaiveat  bmvo  geatle,  the  water  beeoaihig  still  eloarer  aaid 
fower  rodiy  points  and  shoals  than  we  met  yesterdaj,  thoagh 
tlM>so  whUhwe  dideaooanter  were  eqaalfy  Attcalt  to  pass* 
Game  is  by  ao  meaas  fai  meh  plenty  as  below;  all  thi^  ww 
obtaiaedwoiaoaehighora,  aad  a  male-deer  thoag^  wo  sair 
ia  the  plaia«  afaaatay  of  bdfolae,  partiealarly nekr  a  naMJI 
Ukm  abeat  eight  miles  foom  the  river  to  the  soath.  Jimtr 
ainhataadiag  tha>wiad  mw  ahead  attday,  wadngged  the 
eaaoos  aloi^  the  distanee  of  tlfte^-threoarilsa. 
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itd  t  qQftHeiP  ftiiles,  W«  Mme  t6  a  smftll  i§l«iid  oppoffto  k 

bead  of  Ibe  rif  er  to  the  north:  two  and  a  hdf  mhu  i6 

Ae  op^r  pohit  of  a  imal!  island  oh  the  north;  fire  vriles  to 

another  bland  on  the  sonth  side  and  opposite  to  a  hlnC  Ih 

the  next  two  miles  we  passed  an  island  on  the  sonth,  a  se** 

eond  beyond  it  on  the  north,  and  reached  near  a  high  VhA 

on  the  north  a  Aird  on  whf  eh  we  encamped.    In  the  plains 

neat*  the  riToi*  are  the  ehokeeherry,  yellow  and  red  eqimuit- 

hushes,  as  well  as  the  wild  rose  and  prickly  pear,  hoth  of 

which  are  now  in  bloom*    From  the  tops  of  the  river  hilli, 

whlek  are  lower  than  usual,  we  enjoyed  a  delightfnl  vle# 

of  the  rich  fertile  plains  on  hoth  sides,  in  many  plac^ 

ettending  from  the  river  cliffs  to  a  great  distance  back.  In 

Aese  plains  we  meet  oeearionally  large  banks  of  pure  sand, 

wUch  were  driven  apparently  by  the  southwest  winds,  and 

there  deposited,    llie  plains  ate  mol*e  fertile  some  ffis- 

tanee  from  the  river  than  near  its  banks,  where  the  snrfhce 

of  die  eai^th  is  very  generally  strewed  with  smaH  pebbles, 

Which  appear  to  he  smoothed  and  worn  by  the  agitation  of 

the  waters  with  which  they  were  no  doubt  once  covered. 

A  mountain  or  part  of  the  tTorth  mountain  approitehes  the 

rHer  within  eight  or  ten  miles,  bearing  north  f roih  our  en- 

eitnpment  of  last  evening;  and  this  morning  a  range  of  Ugh 

nlountains  bearing  S.  W.  from  us  and  apparently  running  to 

(he  westward,  are  seen  at  a  great  distance  covered  with 

8tt0wl     In  the  evening  we  had  a  little  more  rainr 

Sunday  2.  lie  wind  blew  violently  last  night,  and  a  slight 
drawer  of  rain  fell,  but  this  motning  was  fair.  VTe  set  out  at 
an  early  hour,  and  although  the  wind  was  ahead  by  means 
4f  the  cord  went  on  much  better  than  for  the  last  two  days, 
asihe  banks  were  well  calculated  for  towing.  The  current 
iit  the  river  is  strong  but  regufair,  its  timber  iocreases  in 
i(iskatity,  the  low  grounds  become  more  level  and  extensive, 
nM,  the  bluffs  on  the  river  are  lower  than  usual.  In  the 
cdtfrae  of  the  day  We  had  a  small  shower  of  rain,  which  tait- 
rotMM  t.  I  i 
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^  a  few  minutot  w\j.  As  tii*  g«me  is  Twy  ihi^fcrt  we 
tUnk  it  iifioesMry  to  begin  a  eoUeettoii  rf  UdM  IWr  the  f«r- 
pose  of  making  a  Jeatheni  boat,  whieh  we  iirteiid  eoaiUMA- 
iag  shortly.  The  haoters  who  were  oat  thegreater  part  of  Oe 
day  brought  ia  six  elhf  two  buflaloe».  two  moIe-4eer  aad  a 
bean  lliis  last  animal  had  nearly  eost  ns  the  Ufos  of 
two  of  our  hunters  who  were  together  when  he  aWaeiBoi 
them;  one  of  them  narrowly  escaped  being  eaof^tf  wmA  the 
other  after  ranning  a  eoasidera^  distaaeot  eoneeaM  hte« 
self  in  some  thiek  boshes,  and  wbBe  the  bear  was  ia  qnM: 
parsoit  of  his  hiding  plaeot  his  eompaaioa  eame  upaadfbr- 
tnnately  shot  the  animal  through  the  bend. 

At  six  and  a  half  miles  we  reaehed  an  islud  ^m  the 
aorthem  side;  one  mUe  and  a  quarter  thenee  is  a  timbeiwd 
low  ground  on  thesouth:  and  in  the  next  two  and  three  quar- 
ter miles  we  passed  three  sBsall  islands,  uad eame  to-ai 
bluff  on  the  south:  within  the  Ibllowiog  usile  are  two  i 
islandgonthe  sameside.  At  three  and  a  quarter  uiiiBe  we 
reaehed  the  lower  part  of  a  mueh  larger  island  near  a  nordi- 
em  point,  and  as  we  eoi^ted  along  its  side,  within  two  miles 
passed  a  rasaller  island,  and  half  a  mile  abore  reaehed  the 
head  of  another.  All  these  ishmds  are  smfdl,  and  moat  of 
them  contain  some  timber.  Three  quarters  of  a  nde  be- 
yond the  last,  and  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  finw  e«r 
encampment,  we  Mme  to  ftw  the  night  in  a  handsome  low 
Cottonwood  ^ainonthe  south,  where  we  remmned  iiir  the 
purpose  of  making  some  celestial  observatioas  during  the 
night,  and  of  examining  in  the  morning  a  large  river  whioh 
comes  in  ^pptite  to  as.    Aecordini^y  at  an  early  hour, 

Monday,  Sd,  we  crossed  and  fixed  our  can^  in  the  poinfc 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  river  with  the  Misaounu  it 
now  became  an  interestiog  questioa  wlii^  o^  these  two 
streams  is  what  the  Mianetarees  call  Ahmateahaa  ortJbe 
Missouri,  which  they  described  as  approacbipg  very  aamr 
to  the  Columbia.  On  our  right  decisiw  much  <tf  the  fate  of  the 
cjqpedition  depends;  since  if  after  asccmUiig  to  the  Rocky 
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■umntaiM  «r  beyo&d  tlieiiir  we  should  flnd  tbmt  tlM  rhrer 
we  were  Mlowkig  Ad  not  eome  near  the  C<diiiidlri»»  mod  be 
ehKfed  to  return;  we  thonld  not  only  lose  the  tmTelli^g 
seesoB^  two  months  of  whieh  had  nbendy  elapsed^  but  pro* 
baU^  dishearten  Ae  men  so  mneh  as  to  induee  them  either 
to  abandon  the  enterprise^  or  jrield  us  a  eoM  obedienee  in- 
stead of  the  warm  and  zealous  support  whieh  they  had 
hitlierto  afforded  us.    We  determined^  therefore^  to  exa* 
'mine  w^  before  we  deeided  on  our  future  eourse;  and  fbr 
this  puipose  despatched  two  eanoes  with  three  men  up  eaeh 
itfthe  streams  with  orders  to  aseertain  the  width/depthi 
and  rapidity  (^  the  eurrent^  so  as  to  judge  of  their  oompam- 
t^e  boMKes  of  wat^.    At  tfie  same  time  parties  were  sent 
out  by  land  to  penetrate  the  eoubtry,  and  discover  from  the 
fUU^  grounds,  if  possible,  the  ^tant  l>eiarings  of  the  two 
riTBrs;  and  ail  ware  dbreeted  to  return  towards  eTcning* 
'While  they  were  gone  we  ascended  together  the  high 
groands  in  the  fork  of  these  two  riyers,  whence  we  J|d  a 
very  extensiTe  proqieet  of  the  surrounding  count^  on 
#v«ry  side  it  was  spread  into  one  vast  plain  covered  with 
-^rmrdmre,  in  which  innumcnrable  herds  of  buflUoe  were 
mmmiagf  attended  by  tlieir  enemies  the  wolves:  some  ilocKs 
off  fHh  also  were  seen,  and  the  solitary  antelopes  were  scat* 
tared  vriUi  their  young  over  tlie  fiioe  of  die  plain.    To  the 
ioiitli  was  a  range  of  lofty  mountains^  wliich  we  supposed 
to  be  a  continuadonof  the  Southrmountain,  stretching  them- 
"aeivaa  Arom  southeast  to  northwest,  and  terminating  ab- 
rupOy  about  southwest  from  us.    Hicse  were  partially  co- 
vered vridi  snow;  but  at  a  great  distance  behind  them  was  a 
mere  lofty  ridge  completely  covered  with  snow,  which 
^ieemed  to  fi^ow  the  same  dbection  as  the  first,  reacbiog 
AwiD  west  to  the  north  of  northwest,  where  thdr  snowy. 
toipB  ipvere  blended  with  the  horizon.  The  direction  of  the 
tivmre  eonM  not  however  be  long  distinguished,  as  they  were 
lost  in  ^e  extent  of  the  plain.  Oa  our  return  we  con- 
cur examination;  the  width  of  (he  noi-ib  branch  is 

>    Digitized  by'V, 


SH  LemU  ami  (HmW$  Ei^peUtum 

tw«  |iMdr«d  jrurdi,  tbat  of  Ihe  mmCk  U  three  liauidre4«»d 
»eTesty-two.    The  norths  t^thoagh  nerrower  end  with  a 
^eetler  eurreiil»  is  deeper  than  the  south:  its  waters  tee  #te 
ief  the  ^me  irbitish  hrewa  colour^  thiekaess»  and  tiirbidae«s: 
they  Tan  ia  the  same  bollii^  and  roUieji  manner  whieh  has 
uniformly  oharaoteri:sed  the  Missoori;  and  its  bed  is  eeia- 
posed  of  some  graTel^  but  prineipally  mud.  The  south  fiMfc 
is  deeper,  bat  its  waters  are  perikvetly  transparent:  its  ear* 
rent  is  rapid,  but  the  sarfaee  smooth  and  onniffled;  and  its 
bed  too  is  eomposed  of  round  and  flat  smooth  stwes  UI(e 
those  of  riYors  issuing  from  n  moaatainotts  eoontry.  Tk»  air 
and  eharaeter  of  the  north  foriL  so  mueh  resendde  those  of 
the  Missouri  that  almost  all  the  party  believe  that  to  be  the 
true  course  to  be  pursued.  We  however,  although  we  base 
given  no  deeided  opinion,  are  inolined  to  think  otherwise* 
beeause,  although  this  braaeh  does  give  the  eoleur  and  eha- 
fMter  to  the  Missouri,  yet  th^e  very  eireumstaaeeahsdwe 
att^inion  that  it  rises  in  and  runs  through  9m  open  plain 
•pflkjj  siaee  if  it  came  from  the  mountahis  it  woaU  he 
fiearer,  unless,  which  from  the  position  of  the  eoantry^i;i 
improbable,  it  passed  through  a  vast  extent  of  low  geoopd 
after  leaving  them:  we  thought  it  j^bable  that  it  did  nut 
even  penetrate  the  Rocky  mountains,  but  drew  it  sources  frw^ 
the  open  eountry  towards  the  lower  and  middle  parts  of  the 
Baskashawan,  in  a  direction  ndrth  of  this  place.  What  em- 
barrasses us  most  ia»  that  the  Indians  who  appeared  (e^  he 
well  acquainted  with  the  geegrai^of  thecounti7rhaveniQt 
mentioned  this  northern  river;  for  ^^  the  river  which  seeld^ 
at  all  others/'  as  it  is  termed,  must  be  according  ta  thco^ 
account  one  of  the  rivers  whieh  we  have  passed;  ami  If  i 
north  fork  be  the  Missouri,  why  have  they  not  < 
the  south  luraneh  which  they  mart  also  have  passod#  in  or- 
der to  reach  the  great  fUis  which  they  mention  <m  tibe 
Missouri.    In  the  evening  our  partiee  retumai^  after  m^ 
eending  the  rivers  in  canoes  for  some  distaipcci»  theaOMir 
tinning  on  foot,  just  leaving  themselvee  time  tn  v^im  kf 
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forded the  easiest  v^ifigetiM:  the  shallowest  vater  of  the 
aorth  was  ire  f^%  d^ef^  that  of  the  south  s|x  feet.  At  two 
Itfpd  a  jbalf  miles  a^  the  north  (brfc  is  a  small  river  eemiag  ia 
^  the  left  or  westarp  side»  sixty  feet  wide>  with  a  boldeur- 
ppBt  three  ftet  ia  defith.    The  party  by  hmd.  had  goae  ap 
the  south  fork  ia  a  straight  UaOf  soosew^t  aorth  of  west 
Atr  M^vea  mil^f^  where  they  dlseoyered  that  this  little  river 
same  vf  ithin  oae  hua^bred  yards  of  the  south  forfc»  aad  oa  re- 
tumiag  d<^wn  it  found  it  a  haodseaie  stream,  with  as  maeh 
Umber  as  either  of  the  larger  rivevst  eoasistiag  of  the  aaip- 
row  and  wide4eafed  eottonwoodi  some  bireh  aad  box*alderf 
aad  uadofgrowth  of  willows^  rosebushes,  and  eurraats:  they 
also  saw  oa  thiy  lirer  a  great  auraber  of  ^Ik  and  some 
heaTor* 

▲U  these  aeeonats  were  howeyer  Tery  &r  from  deeidiag 
^  iss|MlPtaat  qaestioa  of  our  fntare  route,  aad  we  there* 
ISare  deteranaed  eaoh  af  ua  to  aseead  one  of  the  rivers  during 
«  dtff^  aad  a  halTs  nmreh,  or  farther  if  neeessary,  for  oar 
eatis&etioa.  Oar  huatere  ^uUed  two  bnffaloe,  m  elk»  aad 
fswr  deer  te^y*  Alos^  the  j^aias  dear  the  janetioa,  aet 
<o  he  foaad  the  prieUy  pear  ia  great  qudetities;  the  ehoke- 
eherry  is  also  yery  abundant  in  the  river  low  grounds,  as 
wall  as  the  ratines  along  the  river  bluffs^  the  yellow  aad  red 
msrraats  are  aot  yet  r^;  the  go^wberry  is  beginning  to 
fijmay  aad  the  wiMrose  whieh  now  eovers  alllhe  low  grouadb 
near  the  rirefeft  is  in  full  Uoonu  The  fatigues  of  the  last  few 
4a9ea  ba^e  oeeasioaed  soaie  fidUag  off  in  the  aj^earanee  of 
(ba^  men,  who  pot  lumagboM  able  to  wear,  moeeasms,  had 
thair  lent  mmok  faiwiaed  and  mmifgied  hi  passing  over  the 
ttaamo  aad  roi^  g^aand.  They  are  however  perfectly 
ejhaar^elr  aadhwa  an  andiminished  ardow  for  the  expedf- 


Xatesday,  Jane  *•  At  the  same  hear  this  mmming  etqf- 
m  Ijewis  and  ei^tain  darfce  set  out  to  explore  the  two 
liwaamf  aeplaieF  iMfie  irtth  six  ami  erossed  the  nordi  fork 
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aaarthe  osmry  below  ft  tsda  idaad from  whidi lie  <Mfc 
MBTM  N.  M<»  W.  for  fbmr  and  akalf  milet  to  a  ecMattMrffaq; 
emineiioe.  Here  woobtenred'tluit  tlie  Vwih  iMiortai% 
duuigiBg  iu  direotioa  parallel  to  Om  MQttoar^  temed  t#» 
wardetheiuHrChaiidteriaiiiatedabraplljattlie  dbtaMeaf 
about  thirty  mUet,  the  poiat  of  terminatioa  bearfav 
The  South  nuwitain  too  diTtrgoa  to  the  soath^  aad  tenn- 
natet  abrupUy^UextreaiUj  beariaf  8.  8*  W.distaat  aboirt 
twenty  milet;  to  the  r%^  o^  aad  retreaUag  fraa  this  «- 
treButy»  U  a  t^arato  moantaia  at  thedistaaee  of  thirty^vo 
milea  in  a  direction  S.  M^  W.  wUeh  from  its  resemUaMo 
to  the  roof  of  a  bam»  we  ealled  the  Bam  mowtala.  'Skm 
north  fork,  which  is  now  on  the  left^  makes  a  eonsidefahki 
hend  to  the  nbrthwest,  and  on  its  weptfom  border  a  taaga^ 
hills  about  tea  miles  long^ andbearing  frcmi this  spot  IL 
•0<»  W.  runs  parallel  with  it:  north  of  this  range  <tf  hiHs  is 
an  elcTated  point  of  .the  rifer  bldfon  its  south  sidef  bearing^ 
V.  72!^  W«  about  twdve  miles  from  us;  towards  tins  ho  di* 
Mcted  his  course  across  a  highy  levol»  dry  open  pida;  which 
in  fact  embraces  the  whole  country  to  the  fbotof  thcAouB^ 
tains.  The  soil  is  dark^  rich,  and  fertile^  yet  the  grass  Igr 
no  nmns  so  luxurlaut  as  might  bafc  becm  expected,  isr  it 
is  short  and  scarcely  more  than  sttficient  to  cover  Hm 
ground.  There  are  yast  quantities  of  prickly  pears^  ani 
myriads  of  grasshoj^^Mniy  whioltaflordibodloraqieaieoof 
curlew  which  is  in  great  numbers  in  the  plain.  He  thanpr*- 
cecded  up  the  river  to  the  point  of  oiuicrration  th^  had  ixoA , 
onjfrom  which  he  went  two  miles  N«  IS""  W.  to  a  bluff  point : 
on  the  north  sideof  the  river;  thence his.oonrso  was  Ni  M^  W«. ' 
for  two  miles  to  the  entrance  d^a  large  creek  on  the  sonA. 
The  part  of  the  river  along  which  he  passed  is  firom  ftHgr 
to  sixty  yards  wide»  the  current  strong,  the  water  deep  andi 
tarbid,  the  banks  &lling  in»  the  salts,  coal4md  mineral  a|^ 
pearances  are  as  usual,  and  in  every  respect,  exeept  as  to 
rize,  this  river  resembles  the  Bliiwrari.  The  low  grounfc 
are  narrow  bat  well  supplied  with  wood;  the  Muffs  are  priSi- 
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eipftQy  rf  dark  brown  j^Skm,  and  some  IrUte  ehy  wUh 
ffMitoM  te  some  places.    From  thh  point  the  ri?er  bore 
]!•  M^  £•  to  a  MolFtm  tbe  aoatby  at  tbe  distanee  oftwehre 
udk§t  towards  this  be  directed  Us  course,  asee&ding  tbe 
UHs  wbkb  are  aboat  two  hmidred  feet  bigbt  and  pasnng 
tbroogbr^laiiis  for  tbree  ittiles»  till  be  found  tbe  dry  raTine? 
so  steep  aftd  mdntfrouB  tbat  be  resobed  to  return  to  tbe 
lifer  and  fbUow  its  banks.  Se  reached  it  about  four  miles 
ftrai  the  begimdng  of  his  course^  and  encamped  on  the 
north  in  a  bend  among  some  bushes  which  sheltered  the 
pKftj  flrom  tbe  wb|d:  the  air  was  Tcry  eold«  the  northwest 
wind  high,  and  the  rain  wet  them  to  the  skin.    Be^des  the 
game  |ust  mentionedf  be  obserred  buiteloe,  dk>  wolves, 
fsaei,  SHid  we  got  a  blalreaii  and  a  weasel,  and  wounded  a 
large  bvown  bear,  whom  it  was  too  late  to  pursue*    Along 
the  river  are  inMMnse  ^[imntities  of  roics  which  are  now  in 
tM  bloom,  and  Irhidi  make  die  low  grounds  a  perfect  gar- 
den. 

Weteesday  9.  Hie  rain  ftD  during  the  greater  part  of 

(he  iaol  nii^t,  and  in  the  morning  the  weaAer  was  dondy 

a«d.  erid,  with  a  high  norAwest  wind:  at  sunrise  he  pro- 

oeeded  up  the  river  eight  mttes*  to  the  bluff  on  die  left 

fUmf  towards  which  he  had  been  dhreeting  bis  course  yester- 

daiy.    Here  he  fmmd  the  bed  of  a  creek  twenty-live  yards 

wiMo  sit  the  entltmce,  with  some  timber,  but*no  water,  not- 

wUhfiMidiii^  the  rafau  it  is,  indeed^  astohisbing  to^  observe 

Ibe  TBMt  quantities  of  waiter  tibsofbed  by  the  toil  of  the 

pfamm^  wUeh  being  opened  in  large  crevices  presents  a  fine^ 

rieii  iwam:  at  tbe  meutb  of  this  stream  («htch  be  called 

Ijiark  oreek)  the  bfadTs  are  very  steep  and  i^roach  the  river 

sodksiA  be  Mcended  them,  and  crossing  the  plains  reached 

tlie  fiTor ,  which  firom  the  last  point  bore  N.  BO^  W:  fbur  miles 

ftom  tkis  place  it  extended  north  two  miles.    Here  he  dis- 

oov^rvd  a  lofty  mountain  standing^alone  at  the  distance  of 

WMre  tium  eigh^  mSes  in  the  directimi  of  If.  SO''  W.  and 

irhloli  fipom  its  cowMhflgare  he  called  Tower  mountain. 
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Ho  Um  pro«0ede4  on  thete  tweWMsmd  nftenrmrds  is  Af- 
fefWtMWtet  tixi«ifoSf  wkM  be  i^^  ohMg^  ffn* «  weit« 
•m  Morte  Mroti  a  deep  bend  lUioiig  the  toatb  tide:  ia  «ui- 
king  tUb  pMtage  orer  tbe  phdas  be  found  them  Mce  thoie 
ef  jeHerdnjf  lerel  and  beahtifiil^  wkh  grent  foutitiee  ef 
bnffiiloef  and  seme  wolves,  foxei»  and  antelopes*  and  inters 
•eoted  near  die  rive^  bff  deep  n^TUles.  Here  at  the  diatnoen 
of  fipom  one  ti  nine  miles  fimn  the  riTer*  be  met  the  larigeft 
viDage  of  barking  sqnirr^s  wblcii  we  had  yet  teen:  for  he 
passed  a  skirt  of  Ulieir  territory  for  seren  miles.  He  alia 
saw  near  the  hills  a  floek  of  the  mountain  eoefc  or  a  hiffi' 
speeies  of  healh  hen  witha  long  pointed  tidlf  whieh  the  In- 
dians below  had  infovmod  us  were  edomon  aBMmg  the 
Boek  monntitins*  Having  finished  his  ootrte  of  tM  mifea 
west  aeroH  abends  he  eototbraed  two  miles  N.  80*  W.  and 
from  that  point  diseorered  smne  Ibfky  moaatyns  Co  tin 
northwest  of  Tower  monntam  aid  beaMng  N.  ••*  W, 
at  eighty  or  one  hnhdred  miles  distanee:  hwe  he  eneimipkid 
on  the  north  side  in  a  lumdsome  lowgroimdy  on  whiek  wwo 
several  oM  stiek  Mgesc  there  had  been  bat  little  tutfnr  oni 
the  rirer  in  tlie  Ibrepart  of  tiio  day»  bat  now  there  iff  n 
greater  quantity  thanlisnid.  The  rfrror  itself  i>  AmA  elghtf^ 
yards  wide,  from  six  to  ten  feetdeept  mid  hasa  strong  etta- 
dy  eurrent.  The  party  had  killed  fire  elk^  and  a  mnlo-deer; 
and  by  way  of  ^periraenl  roasted  die  butrowlttg  sifuifinit, 
whieh  they  finknd  to  be  wril  flavoured  and  fender* 

Thnredaytf.  CfliptainLowiowasnoweonvineedtiinttblv 
river  i^iirsted  a  direetion  too  for  nerth  fsr  our  rente  to  thK' 
FseifiOy  and  therefore  res«dved  to  return;  but  vrailed  tBi« 
noon  to  taken  meridian  altitude.    Hie  elouds*  how^ver^- 
whieh  Imd  gathered  during  the  latter  part  of  the  nigikt  eon^^ 
tinued  aM  prevented  tiie  observation:  part  of  the  men  vife#e 
sent  fmrwurd  to  a  eommonding  eminencey  six  miles  8.  TV* 
W;  ttom  whieh  they  saw  it  the  A stmiee  of  about  Afteen^ 
miles  8.  SO"*  W.  a  pohi%  of  the  south  bluff  of  the  rlver^  whMK 
timnee  bort  northvrardly.  In  thdJ^  absenee  twe  rafts^hftd 
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becm  pr^aredy  suid  when  they  retorMd  abMt  MM,  Um 
party  eidMiiiied:  but  they  »o<m  found  thst  die  rftfts  were  M 
small  and  alender  that  the  baggage  was  wet,  and  therefore 
k  was  neeeasary  to  abandon  then,  and  go  liy  land.    They 
therefore  erosaed  the  plains,  and  at  the  dbtanee  of  twelire 
niiks  eane  to  the  riTer,  through  a  eoU  storm  flron  tho 
aarthMiBtt  aeeompanied  by  showers  of  ndn.    The  abrupt* 
ness  of  the  eliffs  eompeUed  them»  after  going  a  few  mika^ 
to  learethe  rirer  and  meet  the  storm  in  the  plains.    Hero 
they  direeted  their  eourse  too  far  northward,  in  eonse- 
qoeoee  of  whleh  Ihey  did  not  meet  the  ri^er  iSH  late  at 
nif^t,  after  having  travelled  twenty-three  miles  sinee  noont 
and  halted  at  a  little  below  the  entrance  of  Lark  ereek. 
They  had  the  good  fortune  to  kill  two  buflUoe  whieh  sup- 
plied them  with  supper;  but  sp^it  a  very  uncomfbrtable 
night  vrithont  any  shelter  from  the  n^  which  eontinued 
till  morning, 

Friday  7,  virhen  at  an  early  hour  they  continued  down 
the  riv^*.^  The  route  was  extremely  unpleasant,  as  the  wind 
was  Idgh  from  the  N.  £.  accompanied  with  rain,  which  made 
the  ground  so  slippery  that  they  were  unable  to  walk  over 
the  Uiiffs  which  they  had  passed  on  ascending  the  river. 
The  land  is  dm  most  thirsty  we  have  over  seen;  notwith- 
etamiinS  all  the  rain  which  has  fidlen,  the  earth  is  not  wet 
tup  m^mre  than  two  inehes  deep,  and  resembles  thawed  ground; 
b«t  if  a  requires  more  water  to  saturate  it  than  the  eommon 
ioifey  mathe  oAofhand  it  yields  its  moisture  with  equal  diffi- 
mikty.  In  passhig  almgthe  side  of  one  of  these  bluSs  at  a  nar- 
row pan  thirty  yiMs  in  length,  captain  Lewis  slipped,  and 
hut  for  a  fortunate  recovery,  by  means  rf  his  espontoon, 
woold  have  been  precipitated  into  the  river  over  a  precipice 
of  flkboat  ninety  feet.    He  had  just  reaehed  a  spot  where  hj 
the  asfdatance  of  his  espontoon  he  could  stand  with  tolera* 
Ua  nnfety,  when  he  heiu^  a  voice  behind  him  cry  out>  good 
CkMl  e&ptain  what  shall  I  do7  he  turned  instantly  and  found 
it  wan  1¥ittdsor  who  had  lost  hb  foothold  abont  the  middle 
voXf*  t*  X  k 
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#f  the  narrow  pMi#  and  had  d^ped  down  to  the  very  terge 
•f  the  preeipiee  where  he  lay  on  his  bellyy  with  his  right  ana 
and  leg  oyer  the  pveeipioe,  while  with  the  other  leg  and  ann 
he  was  with  fifflenlty  holding  on  to  keep  himself  from  bdsg 
dashed  to  pieees  below.    His  dreadful  situation  was  instaat- 
ly  pereeiyed  by  eaptain  LewiSf  who  stiiing  his  alarm,  etlm- 
ly  told  him  tluU  he  was  In  no  danger;  that  he  should  take 
his  knife  out  of  his  belt  with  the  right  hand,  and  dig  a  hole 
in  the  side  of  the  bhiff  to  receiye  his  right  foot.  With  great 
presence  of  mind  he  did  this,  and  then  raised  himsolf  on  his 
knees;  eaptain/Lewis  then  told  him  to  take  off  his  moccasins 
and  eome  forward  on  his  hands  andknees^  holding  the  knife 
in  one  hand  and  his  riie  in  the  other.  He  immediately  erawl- 
ed  in  this  way  till  he  came  to  a  secure  qpot»  The  men  who 
had  not  attempted  this  passage^  were  ordered  to  return  and 
wade  the  riyer  at  the  foot  of  the  blaff»  where  they  found  the 
water  breast  high.    This  adyenture  taught  them  the  danger 
of  crossing  the  slippery  heights  of  the  riyer;  but  as  the 
plains  were  intersected  by  deep  rayines  almost  as  difienlt 
to  pass,  they  continued  down  the  riyer,  sometimee  in  Ike 
mud  of  the  low  grounds,  sometimes  up  to  their  arms  in  the 
water,  and  when  it  became  too  deep  to  wade,  they  cut  ftot- 
holds  with  thdr  kniyes  in  the  sides  of  die  banks.  In  tliis  way 
they  trayelled  through  the  rain,  mud,  and  wat^,  and  luiyk^ 
made  only  eighteen  miles  during  tlw  whole^bqr,  encamped itt 
anold  Indian  lodge  of  sticks,  which  aflbrded  diem  a  dry  shel- 
ter.   Here  they  cooked  partof  six  deer  they  had  killed  ia 
the  course  of  their  walk,  and  haying  eatoi  the  only  asoranl 
they  had  tasted  during  the  whde  day  slept  oqiiifiBrtahiy  am 
some  willow  boughs. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Retarn  of  capUio  LewU— ^Account  of  captain  Clarke's  refearehet  withliu  «&• 
ploring  party — Perilous  situation  of  one  of  his  party — Tansy  rirer  deseribed-^ 
The  party  still  beHeving  the  sottthem  fork  the  Misaoori,  captain  Lewia  resoltw 
to  aseeod  it— Mode  of  makiBg  a  plaee  to.  deposit  prorisioiisy  ealM  oaehe* 
Capuin  Lewis  expirees  the  senthem  fork— iPiAs  of  the  Miaaoori  diaeoyered, 
which  ascertains  the  cpiest ion— Romantic  scenery  of  the  surronnding  coun- 
try— Narrow  escape  of  captain  Lewis— The  main  body  under  captain  Clarke 
approach  within  fire  miles  of  the  falb,  and  prepare  for  making  a  portage  over 
the  rapids. 

Saturday  8.  It  continued  to  rain  moderately  all  last  night, 
and  tlie  morning  was  eloudy  till  about  ten  o'eloek,  when  it 
cleared  off,  and  became  a  fine  day.  They  breakfasted  about 
sunrise  and  then  proeeeded  down  the  river  in  the  same  way 
as  they  had  done  yesterday,  except  that  the  travelling  was 
somewhat  better,  as  they  had  not  so  often  to  wade,  though 
Ihey  passed  some  very  dangerous  bluffs.  The  only  timber 
to  be  foond  is  in  the  low  grounds  which  are  occasionally  on 
tlie  river,  and  these  are  the  haunts  of  innumerable  birds, 
who,  when  the  suq  began  to  shine,  sang  very  deli^tftiUy. 
Among  these  birds  they  distinguished  the  brown  thrush,  robin 
tartledove,  linnet,  goldfinch,  the  large  and  small  blackbird, 
the  wren,  and  some  othere.  As  they  came  along,,  the  whole 
of  the  party  were  of  opinion  that  this  river  was  the  true 
MiMoari;  but  captain  Lewis  being  fully  persuaded  that  it 
was  neither  the  main  stream,  nor  that  which  it  would  be  ad^ 
visable  to  ascend,  gave  it  the  name  of  Maria's  river.  After 
traTfiMingall  day  they  reached  the  camp  at  Ave  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  found  captain  Clarke  and  the  party  very  anx- 
Um^  for  their  safety,  as  they  had  staid  two  days  longer  than 
had  been  expected,  and  as  captain  Clarke  had  returned  at 
the  ^pointed  time,  it  was  feared  that  they  had  met  with 
fame  aecident* 

Digitized  by  G00gl(f 


f5S  Lewii  ani  Ctark^s  forpedtlion 

Captaiii  Clarke  m  setting  oot  vriih  Hve  men  on  the  4dit 
went  seven  miles  on  ft  oourse  B.  S5^  W.  to  a  spring;  thenee 
be  went  8.  WF  VI.  for  eight  miles  to  the  riTer  where  was 
WM  islandy  f  roig  which  he  proceeded  in  a  eonrse  N.  4^^  W. 
and  approaehed  the  rirer  at  the  distance  of  three,  fire,  and 
thirteen  miles,  at  which  place  they  encamped  in  an  old  Indian 
lodge  made  of  sticks  and  bark.  In  crossing  the  plains  they 
obserred  several  herds  of  bnffiiloe»  soaie  mnledeerf  anteli^Ms 
and  wolves.  The  river  is  ri^id  and  closely  hemmed  in  by  high 
Unflfs,  crowded  with  bars  of  gravely  with  little  timber  on 
the  low  grounds,  and  none  on  the  hi^^lands.  Near  the  camp 
this  evenings  a  white  bear  attacked  one  of  the  men^  whose 
gnn  happening  to  be  wet^  wonld  not  go  off;  he  instantly  made 
towards  a  tree,  bat  was  so  closely  pnrsnedy  that  as  he  as- 
^nded  the  tree  he  struck  the  bear  with  hb  foot  The  bear 
apt  being  able  to  elimb,  widted  till  he  should  be  forced  to 
eome  down;  and  as  the  rest  of  the  party  were  separated  from 
him  by  a  perpendicular  cliff  of  rocks,  which  they  eonld  not 
descend,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  give  him  any  assistance: 
fortunately  however  at  last  the  bear  became  fritted  at  their 
erics  and  firing,  and  released  the  man.  In  the  afternoon  it 
rained,  and  during  the  night  there  fell  both  ndn  and  snow, 
and  in  the  morning, 

June  Bf  the  hills  to  the  S.  E.  were  covered  with  snow, 
and  the  rain  continued.  They  proei^ed  on  in  a  course  V* 
Sps  W.  near  the  river  several  miles,  till  at  the  distance  of 
eleven  miles  they  reached  a  ridge,  from  the  top  of  whidi  oB 
the  north  side  they  could  plainly  discern  a  mcfuhtainto  the  8» 
and  W.  at  a  great  distance  covered  with  snow;  a  lii|^  ridga 
prfgecting  firom  the  mountains  to  the  southeast  approaehee 
the  river  on  the  southeast  side,  forming  some  eliA  of  dark 
hard  stone.  They  also  saw  that  the  river  ran  for  a  great 
dfstaaoe  west  of  south,  with  a  rapid  current,  from  which  tm 
well  as  its  continuing  of  the  same  width  and  depths  eaplaiB 
darice  thoui^t  it  useless  to  advance  any  furth^^  aadtkttre* 
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f»re  retoned^usroiB  ikt  lerd  plain  in  a  direetkm  wnrOi  M» 
east,  and  reached  at  the  diitanee  of  twenty  miles  the  littk 
ti^er  which  it  already  mentioned  as  falling  into  the  aorUl 
ftrkf  and  to  whieh  they^gam  the  name  of  Tuisy  ri?er/from 
the  great  quantity  of  tint  herb  growing  on  its  banks.  Hers 
they  dined,  and  then  jntieee^d  on  a  ftw  miles  by  a  plane 
where  the.  Tansy  breaks  throng  a  hi^  ridge  on  its  north* 
side  and  eaMonped. 

Thenextday,  6thf  the  weather  wa»eold»  raw  and  elondy^ 
wiA  a  high  northeast  wind.    They  set  out  early^  down  the 
T9M9jf  whose  low  grounds  resemble  precisely,  exeopt  as  to 
extent,  those  of  tiie  Missouri  before  it  branches,  eontaini^ 
a  great  proportion  of  a  qpecies  of  eottonwood,  with  a  ktf 
like  that  of  the  wild  cherry.  After  halting  at  twelTc  o^eloefc 
fer  dinner,  they  ascended  the  ]^ain,  andatfive  o'clock  reach- 
ed the  eamp  through  the  rain,  which  had  fallen  without  in- 
termission since  noon.    During  his  absence  the  party  had 
been  occupied  in  dressing  skins,  and  bemg  able  to  rest  them- 
•elyes  were  nearly  freed  firom  their  lameness  and  swollen 
ftet.  All  this  night  and  the  whole  of  the  following  day,  7th, 
it  rained,  the  wind  being  from  the  southwest  off  the  moun- 
tains: yet  the  rivers  are  failingv  and  the  thermometer  4Af 
aboye  0.    The  rain  continued  till  the  next  day,  8tfa,  at  ten 
o'eloek,  when  it  cleared  off,  and  the  weather  became  fine# 
die  wind  high  from  the  southwest.    The  rivers  at  the  point 
hare  now  fallen  six  inches  since  our  arrival,  and  this  mom- 
btg  the  water  of  the  south  fork  became  of  a  reddish  brown 
eolonr,  while  the  north  branch  continued  of  its  usual  whi- 
HA  appearanee.    The  mountains  to  the  south  are  covered 
wHli  snow. 

Sunday,  ath.  We  now  consulted  upon  the  course  to  be 
pnrsmed.  On  comparing  our  observations  we  were  more 
Unoi  ever  convinced  of  what  we  already  suspected,  that  Mr. 
Arrowsmith  is  incorrect  in  laying  down  in  the  chain  of 
Bookjmoontains  one  remarkable  mountain  called  the  Tooth, 
nesurlj  as  far  sonth  as  d^Vp  and  said  to  be  so  marked  from 
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the  diseoyerks  of  a  Mr.  Fidler.   We  are  now  withifi  one 

kandred  miles  of  the  Rokey  noaataiBt  and  in  the  latitude  «f 

470  24'  i^  g,  ud  therefore  itis  highly  improbaUe  that  the 

MiBSOttri  shonld  make  sneh  a  bend  to  the  south  before  it 

reaehes  the  Boeky  moontaintf  as  to  have  suffered  Mr.  Fid* 

ler  to  eome  as  low  as  45^  along  the  eastern  borders  without 

tonehing  that  river:  yet  the  general  eourse  of  Maria's  rivor 

from  this  piaee  for  fifty-nine  mil^Sf  as  far  as  eaptain  Lewis 

asoendedy  was  north  69'^  westy  and  the  sooth  branehf  or  what 

we  eonsider  the  Missoarif  which  eaptain  ClariLe  had  eia- 

mined  as  far  as  forty-five  miles  in  a  straight  line,  ran  in  a 

eourse  south  29^  west»  and  as  far  as  it  eould  be  seen  went 

considerably  west  of  south,  whence  we  conclude  that  Um 

Missouri  itself  enters  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the  noKh  of 

'  45^*    In  writing  to  the  president  from  our  winter  quartersi 

we  had  already  taken  the  liberty  of  advancing  the  southern 

extremity  of  Mr.  Fidler's  discoveries  about  a  degree  to  the 

northward^  and  this  from  Indian  information  as  to  the  bear* 

ing  of  the  point  at  which  the  Missouri  enters  the  numntain) 

but  wo  think  actual  observation  will  place  it  one  degree 

still  further  to  the  northward.  Thisinfarmation  of  ihr.  VO* 

ler  however^  incorrect  as  it  is,  affords  an  additional  reason 

for  not  pursuing  Maria's  river;  for  if  he  came  as  low 

even  as  47^  and  saw  only  small  streams  coming  down  ftim 

the  mountains^  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  these  rivulets  do 

not  penetrate  the  Rocky  mountains  so  far  as  to  approach 

any  navigable  branch  of  the  Columbia,  and  they  are  most 

probably  the  remote  waters  of  some  northern  branch  of  the 

Missouri.   In  short,  being  already  in  latitude  47""  W  we 

cannot  reasonably  hope  by  going  farth^  to  the  northward 

to  find  between  this  place  and  the  Saskashawan  any  stream 

which  can,  as  the  Indians  assure  us  the  Missouri  does,  pos* 

sess  a  navigable  current  for  some  distance  in  (he  Rocky  moon* 

tains:  the  Indians  had  asjiured  us  also  that  the  water  of  the 

Missouri  was  nearly  transparent  at  the  fidls^  this  is  the  eana 

With  the  southern  branch;  that  the  falls  lay  a  little  to  tiso 
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Mmth  of  ftoniet  from  them;  thb  too  is  bi  fSivomr  of  the  foutli- 

em  fork,  for  it  beftrs  eonaiderably  soath  of  this  place  which 

i»  ottl J  a  few  minutes  to  the  northward  of  fort  Maadui; 

that  the  falls  are  below  the  Boeky  mountains  and  near  the 

northern  termination  of  one  range  of  those  mounCfeUns:  now 

there  is  a  ridge  of  mountains  which  appear  behind  the 

South  mountains  and  terminates  to  the  southwest  of  us,  at 

a  sufficient  distanoe  from  the  unbroken  chain  of  the  Boeky 

mountains  to  allow  space  for  several  faUs,  indeed  we  fear 

/or  too  many  of  them.  If  too  the  Indians  had  ever  passed 

any  stream  as  hirge  as  this  southern  fork  on  their  way  up 

the  Missourif  they  would  have  mentioned  it;  so  that  their 

silence  seems  to  prove  that  this  branch  must  be  the  Mis* 

souri.     The  body  of  water  also  which  it  discharges  must 

have  been  acquired  from  a  considerable  distance  in  the 

mountsiinSf  for  it  could  not  have  been  collected  in  the 

parched  plains  between  the  Tellowstone  and  the  Rocky 

ttountaiasy  since  that  country  could  not  suj^y  nourishment 

for  the  dry  channels  which  we  passed  on  the  souths  and  the 

travels  of  Mr.  Fidler  forbid  us  to  believe  that  it  could 

hKve  bedn  obtained  from  the  mountains  towards  the  north- 

w^t. 

These  observations  which  satisfied  our  minds  completely 
we  eommunieated  to  the  party:  but  every  on^  of  them  were 
nf  a  contrary  opinion;  and  much  of  their  belief  depended 
on  CrasattCf  an  experienced  waterman  on  the  Missouri^  who 
gave  it  as  his  decided  judgment  that  the  north  fork  was 
the  genuine  Missouri.  The  men  therefore  mentioned  that 
although  they  would  most  cheerfully  follow  us  wherever 
wo  should  direct^  yet  they  were  afraid  that  the  south  fork 
iraalil  soon  terminate  in  the  Rocky  mountains  end  leave  us 
1^  a  great  distance  from  the  Columbia.  In  order  that 
aoihiog  might  be  oiutted  which  could  prevent  our  fallii^ 
late  ab  error»  it  was  agreed  that  one  of  us  should  ascend 
Use  acMithern  branch  by  land  until  We  reaelied  either  the 
Mia  «r  Ihe  laountaiAs.  In  the  meantime  in  order  to  lighten 
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ovbardenft  as  muehas  poMiUe^  ira  determiaad  to  Ji^iiit 
bare  ana  of  tha  pariaguat  and  all  the  haafy  Im^MH^  whieh 
wa  aauM  possibly  spara,  as  well  as  soma  prov]sioii»  salt,  paw* 
der»  and  tools:  this  would  at  aaaa  lighten  tha  othar  beatSy 
and  gi?a  tham  tha  arew  whiah  had  baaa  anjj^yad  on  board 
tha  periagna. 

Monday,  10.  Tha  waadiar  being  &ir  and  pleasant  wa 
dfftad  all  our  baggage  and  Bnarehandixa  and  made  our  da- 
posit.  These  holes  or  coelies  as  they  are  ealled  hj  tha 
Missouri  traders  are  very  oomnion«  partieularly  among  those 
who  deal  with  the  Sieux,  as  the  skins  and  merehanfiia 
will  keep  perfeetly  aound  for  years*  and  are  pratoeted  fram 
robbery:  our  eaehe  is  built  in  this  manner:  In.  the  high 
plain  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  and  farty  yards 
from  a  steep  Uuff,  we  ehosa  a  dry  situation^  and  thra  des- 
ariUng  a  somll  airele  of  about  twenty  inehes  diaoMtar,  ra- 
maved  the  sod  as  gently  and  aarafoUy  as  passible:  the 
hole  is  then  sunk  p«rpendieulariy  for  a  fbot  deep,  or  OMra 
if  the  ground  be  not  firm.  It  is  now  worked  gradually  wider 
as  they  deseend*  till  at  length  it  beeomes  six  or  seven  fbet 
deep»  shaped  nearly  like  a.  kettle  or  tha  lower  part  af 
a  large  stUl  with  the  bottom  somewhat  sunk  at  the  ewtra. 
As  the  earth  is  dug  it  te  handed  up  in  a  Tassel  and  cara^ 
lully  laid  on  a  skin  or  elath,  in  wUah  it  is  earriad  awnj 
and  usually  thrown  into  the  rirar  ar  eoneealed  sanste 
leaTe  no  traee  of  it.  A  floor  of  three  or  ftur  inehes  la 
(Mekness  is  then  made  of  dry  stieks^  an  wUah  is  throfwa 
hay  or  a  hide  perfeetly  dry.  The  goods  being  well  nrad  and 
dried  are  laid  an  this  floor,  and  prevented  from  i 
the  wall  by  ether  dried  stieks  in  proportion  as  the  i 
diae  is  stowed  away:  when  the  hole  is  nearly  fnU>  a  sUa 
is  laid  over  the  goods,  and  an  tUs  earth  is  thrown  aai 
beaten  down  until  with  the  addition  af  the  sad  fliat  f»*^ 
moved  the  whole  is  on  a  level  wtth  the  groimd,  atidtbSBe 
cemidns  not  the  slightest  appearmaea  of  an  exaavatioB.  Ik 
addition  to  this  we  iMide  ane^hsr  d  smaUar 
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fa  wliieh  ve  placed  all  tlie  baggage^  same  powder,  wkA  oat 
Uaeksntitli^s  tools*  haTlag  proTioatly  ropaifod  sadi  of  Ike 
tools  ure  earrjr  whb  as  as  require  mending.  To  guard 
against  acoidenC»  we  hid  two  parcels  of  lead  and  powder 
In  the  two  disttoet  places.  The  red  periogne  was  drawn  np 
on  (he  middle  of  a  small  island  at  the  entranee  of  Maria's 
rirer,  and  secured  by  being  fastened  to  the  trees*  fltHn  the 
Mfect  of  an  J  floods.  In  the  eYening  there  was  a  high  wind 
from  the  sonthwcfet  aocompanled  with  -thonder  and  rain. 
We  now  made  another  observation  of  the  ieieridian  alti- 
tude of  the  8UQ9  aiod  found  that  the  mean  latitude  of  tW 
entrance  of  Maria's  riyer»  as  dcdueed  ft*om  three  obserra- 
{ions*  is  47^  25'  ±7"  %  nwih.  We  saw  a  small  bird  like  the 
bine  thrush  or  catbird  wbieh  we  had  not  before  met»  and 
also  obseryed  that  the  beemartifi  or  kingbird  is  common  to 
Ais  country  although  there  are  no  bees  here*  and  in  fact 
we  haTO  not  met  with  the  honey-bee  since  leaying  the 
Osage  river. 

Tuesday  11.  This  nfoming  captain  I^ewis  with  fbur  men 
<iet  out  on  their  expedition  up  the  south  branch.  They  soon 
reached  the  point  where  the  Tansy  river  approaches  the 
MissourF^  and  observing  a  large  herd  of  elk  before  them, 
descended  and  killed  several  which  they  hung  up  along  the 
rirer  eo  that  the  party  in  the  boats  might  see  them  as  they 
tame  along,  lliey  then  halted  for  dinner;  but  captain 
Iicwis  who  hail  been  fbr  some  days  afflicted  with  the  dysen- 
tery,  tvas  now  attacked  with  violent  pains  attended  by  a 
High  fever  and  was  uaaUe  to  go  on.  He  therefore  encamp. 
M  fbr  the  night  undieA*  some  wiUoW  boughs:  having  brought 
no  medicine  he  determined  to  try  an  experiment  with  the 
smaH  twigs  of  the  chokecfaerry,  which  being  stripped  of 
f^fkc  leaves  andcut  into  pieces  about  two  inches  long  were 
boiled  in  pure  water,  till  they  produced  a  strong  black  de- 
e6eti<m  of  an  astringent  bitter  taste;  a  pint  of  this  he  took 
at  snnset,  and  repeated  the  dose  an  hour  afterwards*  By 
fen  o^cloek  he  vras  perfectly  rdieved  fVom  pain,  a  gentle 
▼ot.  1.  1 1 
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perspintkni  coBoed^  liisflDTer  abated  and  in  tlie  Bi#iiiiiig1i^ 
'ynM  quite  reeoTered.  Om  of  the  men  eanght  seTeral  dozca 
Ash  oftwoftpeeies:tlie  first  is  abontniiieiiiehesloiigf  of  a  white 
-e<doiir»  nmnd  in  shape;  the  month  is  beset  both  aboTe  aal 
Mow  with  a  rim  of  fine  sharp  teethe  the  eye  moderatdj 
largot  the  pupil  darii»  and  the  iris  narroWf  and  of  a  yellow* 
ish  brown  eolour:  in  fonn  and  size  it  resembles  the  wMe 
ohnb  of  the  Polomai6y  though  its  head  is  proportioDa^y 
smaller;  they  readify  bite  at  meat  or  grasshoppers;  but  the 
Jesh  though  sofi  and  of  $,  fine  white  colour  is  not  highl|jr 
^flavoured.  The  second  species  is  predsely  of  the  form  aid 
about  the  size  of  the  fish  known  by  the  name  of  the  his- 
kory  shad  or  old  wife,  though  it  dillkrs  from  it  in  hanug 
Iho  outer  edge  of  both  the  upper  and  lower  jaw  set  ifith  a 
rim  of  teeth,  and  the  tongue  and  palate  also  are  defieaded 
by  long  sharp  teeth.bending  inwards,  the  eye  is  xerj  large, 
the  iris  wide  imd  of  a  silyery  colour;  they  do  not  inhabit 
muddy  water,  and  the  flayour  is  much  superior  to  that  sf 
the  fiNrmer  species*  Of  the  first  kind  we  had  seen  a  few  be- 
fore we  reached  Marians  river;  but  had  found  none  of  ^ 
last  before  we  eao|^t  them  in  the  M^iouri  aboye  its  Juno- 
tion  with  that  riyer.  The  white  cat  eontinues  as  high  as 
Maria's  riyer,  but  they  are  scarce  in  this  part  of  the  river^ 
nor  haye  we  caught  any  of  Uiem  since  leaying  the  Mmh 
dans  which  wdif^ied  mM!e  than  six  pounds. 

Of  other  game  they  saw  a  great  abundance  eyen  in  their 
short  march  of  nine  miles. 

Wednesday  IS.  This  morning  captain  Lewio  left  the  bank 
of  the  riyer  in  order  to  ayoid  the  steep  rayines  whi«dk  gene- 
rally run  froiD  the  shctt^  to  the  distaaoe  of  one  or  two  miles 
in  the  plain:  haying  reached  the  opened  country  he  went  finr 
twriye  miles  in  a  course  a  little  to  the  west  of  sout|iwe8i» 
when  the  sun  becoming  wwm  by  nine  o'clock,  he  retnmeA 
to  the  riyer  in  ^uest  of  water  and  to  kilt  something  fyt 
breakfkst,  there  being  no  water  in  the  plah^  and  the  bofli- 
loe  discoverii^;  them  before  they  came  within  gmuAot  UmIl 
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>to  ffi(^t. .  They  reaehed  die  banks  in  a  kandiome  open  tow 
gremd  with  eottonwoo^r  after  three  milet  walL .  Here  they 
WW  two  large  tnrown  bears^  and  kflled  them  boOi  at  iht 
irst  Are^  a  eireumstance  whieh  hat  never  before  oeearred 
siaee  we  have  seen  that  aaimij.  Havii^  made  a  meal  of  a 
yart  afid  hung  die  remainder  on  a  tree  with  a  note  for  eap* 
tain  ChuHke,  they  a^in  a9eended  the  binft  into  the  c^n 
(fauns.    Here  they  saw  great  nnmbert  of  the  burrowing 
squirreU  alto  some  wolyes,  antelopeS)  muledeer^  and  vait 
herds  of  buffidoe.    They  sooik  erossed  a  ridge  eonsiderabljr 
higher  than  the  surrounding  plains,  and  from  its  top  had  a 
beautiful  i^ew  of  the  Boeky  mountains,  whieh  are  now  eom« 
pletely  covered  with  snow:  their  general  course  is  from 
southeast  to  the  north  of  northwest,  and  they  seem  to  eOn* 
sist  of  several  ranges  whieh  sneeessively  rise  above  eaeh 
oAer  till  the  most  distant  mingles  with  the  elouds.    After 
traveUing  twelve  mfles  they  again  met  the  rii^r,  where 
Ittere  was  a  handsome  plain  of  cottonwood;  and  although  it 
was  not  sunset,  and  they  had  only  e«ime  twMty-seven  ftiiles^ 
<yet  captain  Lewis  fielt  weak  from  his  late  disorder,  and 
therefore  determined  to  go  no  flirther  that  night.    In  the 
ooune  of  the  day  they  killed  a  quantity  of  game,  and  saw 
some  signs  of  otter  as  well  as  beaver,  and  many  tracks  of 
the  brown  bear:  they  also  caught  great  quantides  of  the 
white  fish  menUoned  yesterday.  With  the  broad-leafed  cot- 
toiiwoed,  which  has  formed  the  principal  timber  of  the  Mis- 
souri^ is  here  mixed  another  species  Offering  from  the  first 
.only  in  the  narrowness  of  its  leaf  and  the  greater  thickness 
of  its  bark.   The  leaf  is  long,  oval,  acutely  pointed,  about 
two  aad  a  hatf  or  three  inches  long  and  from  three  <jnarters 
of -an  inch  to  an  inch  in  widths  it  is  smooth  and  thick  some* 
liiiien  alighdy  grooved  or  channeled  with  the  mai^  alitde 
Oamte,  the  upper  disk  of  a  common,  the  lower  of  a  whidsh 
ff'ee^•    This  spedes  seems  to  be  preferred  by  the  beaver  to 
die  broad'leaved,  probaMy  because  the  former  afford*  • 
1^  softer  barii:. 
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Thurtdaj  iS.  Tlicj  left  their  eoMapBiMt  at  flwanie* 
tnd  asceadii^  the  mer  hilU  weeC  for  six  miles  in  a  eoune 
feneraUjr  soulhwettf  oyer  a  cooatry  which  tfaoagh  more 
waTing  than  that  of  yesterdaj  may  sUU  be  eonsidei^  levei 
At  the  exireoiity  of  this  course  they  overlooked  a  most 
beautiful  plaioj  where  were  infinitely  more  buffaloe  ibaa  we 
Jiad  ever  before  seen  at  a  single  view.    To  the  senthwest 
arose  fhmi  the  plain  two  monntains  of  a  singular  a^iear- 
anee  and  more  like  ramparts  of  high  fortifications  than 
works  of  nature^  They  are  square  Qgures  with  sides  rising 
perpAidieularly  to  the  height  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
formed  of  yellow  elay»  and  the  tops  seemed  to  be  level  plains. 
Finding  that  the  river  here  bore  considerably  to  tke  souths 
and  Ssarful  of  passing  the  falls  before  reaching  the  Roeky 
mountains,  they  now  changed  their  coarse  to  the  south,  and 
leaving  those  insulated  hills  to  the  rif^  proceeded  across 
the  plain*    In  tUs  direction  ci^ptain  Lewis  had  gone  abont 
two  miles  when  his  ears  were  saluted  with  the  agreiQahle 
sound  of  a  fall  of  water,  and  as  he  advanced  a  spray  which 
seemed  driven  by  the  high  southwest  wind  arose  above  the 
plain  like  a  colunm  of  smoke  and  vaniriied  in  an  instant. 
Towards  this  point  he  directed  his  stcys,  and  the  noisi  in* 
creasing  as  he  approached  soon  became  too  tremendous  to 
be  mistaken  for  any  thing  but  the  great  faUs  of  the  Mis- 
souri.   Having  travelled  seven  miles  after  first  hearing  the 
sound  he  reached  the  falls  about  twelve  o'clock,  the  hills 
as  he  i^roaehed  were  difficult  of  access  and  two  hundred 
feet  h%h:  down  these  hekurriod  with  impatience  and  scsit- 
ing  himself  on  some  rocks  under  the  centre  ofthefiJl% 
enjoyed  the  sublime  spectacle  of  this  stupendous  olgoeC 
which  since  the  creation  had  been  lavishing  its  maapSMr 
eence  upon  the  desert,  unknown  to  civilization. 

The  river  immediately  at  its  cascade  is  three  hnadnedl 
yards  wide,  and  is  pressed  in  by  a  perpendicular  cliff  on  tkie 
left,  which  rises  to  about  one  hundred  fe^  aa^  extends  mp 
the  ctroamfiwanuile;  on  the  right  tho  I 
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mIat  fiMP  tkre0  liiiiidfed  7Md».aboT«  tbe  tfSU.  For  wimetj 
0F akmijjred yards  from  the  left  eliff,  the  water  fajla  in  one 
smooth  e?opi  sheets  o?er  a  preeipieo  of  at  least  eighty  SteL 
Tba  remaioing  part  of  the  river  preoigitates  Hselfwitha 
more  rapid  oorront,  hut  being  reeeived  as  it  £sUs  by  the  ir- 
rogalar.aiid  somawhat  projeeting  rocks  beloVf  forms  a 
^l^ndjd  pro^eet  of  perfectly  white  foam  two  hundred  yards 
Id  lejugihf  a«d  ei|^ty  in  perpendieular  eleyatioB.  This  spray 
is  dissipated  into  a  thousand  shapes,  sometimes  flying  up  ia 
eidamof  of  fifteea  or  twenty  feet^  which  are  then  oppressed 
l^iaiiger^masies  of  the  white  foam»  on  all  whieh  tbe  sua 
tmpresset  the  brightest  colours  of  the  rainbow. .  As  it  rises 
from  the  fiUL  it  beats  with  fury  against  a  ledge  of  rocks 

.  which  extend  across  the  river  at  oac  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  predlpiee.  From  the  perpendicular  cliff  on  the 
norths  to  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards,  the 
rocks  rise  only  a  Ibw  feet  above  die  water,  *and  when  the 
river  is  Ugh  the  stream  flnds  a  channel  acrosn  them  forty 
yards  widct  and  near  Ibe  higher  parts  of  t)ie  ledge  whieh 
tiieu  rise  about  twenty  feet»  and  terminate  abruptly  within 
ti^ktj  or  ninety  yurds  of  the  southern  side.  Between  the«i 
and  the  perpieodkular  cliff  ca  the  soojthf  the  who^  body  of 
^ater  runs  with  great  swiftness.  A  few  small  cedars  grow 
near  this  rid^  of  rocks  which  serves  as  a  barrier  to  defend  a 
•mall  i^ain  of  about  threeacres  shaded  with  cottonwood,  at 
tbe  lower  extremity  of  which  i^  a  grove  of  the  same  tree, 
whcm  are  several  Indian  cabins  of  sticks;  below  the  point 
of  tnSsm  the  river  is  divided  by  a  liirge  rock,  several  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  extending  down  the 
stream  for  twenty  yards.  At  the  distance  of  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  same  ridge  is  a  second  abutment  of  sdM 
perpendicular  roek  about  sixty  feet  high,  prcgecting  at  right 
angles  from  the  snuUl  ^ain  on  the  north  for  one  hundred 

'  and  thirty-lour  yards  into  the  river.  After  leaving  this,  the 
Miftso^  agahi  qureads  itself  to  its  usual  distance  of  three 
bmted  yards^  thoa|^  irith  more  than  its  ordinary  rapidity. 
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Hie  hanten  who  had  been  sent  out  nmr  rttunwtj  Uwitt 
with  baffkloe  neatf  and  eapUin  Lewis  ettcuqied  for  the 
nightunder  a  tree  near  the  fallf  •  The  mea  were  again  de-' 
q^atehed  to  hunt  for  food  against  the  arriTal  of  tiie  par* 
ijf  and  eaptaia  Lcms  wa&ed  down  the  river  to  diseovor  if 
possible  some  plaoe  where  the  eanoes  might  be  safely  Awwn 
on  shore,  in  order  to, be  transported  beyond  the  falb.  Jb 
retamed  howeyor  withont  diseoToriag  any  sueh  qpot»  tho 
riyer  for  three  miles  bdow  being  one  eontinved  saeeessiisi 
of  n^ids  and  easeades,  oyerhung  with  perpendieidv  Ua& 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  foet  faigl^  in 
^ort,  it  seems  to  have  worn  itself  a  ehannel  throB|^  the 
solid  roek.  In  the  afternoon  they  eaugbt  in  the  foils  soaM^ 
of  both  kinds  of  the  white  fish,  and  half  a  dozen  treat  foam . 
sixteen  to  twenty*throe  inchyes  long,  preeisely  resembling  its 
form  and  the  position  of  its  finrthe  mountain  or  ^eekM 
trout  of  the  United  States,  except  that  the  speekto  of  the  for- 
mer  are  of  a  deep  Uaek,  while  those  of  the  latter  aie  of  4 
red  or  goldeolonr:  they  haye  long  sharp  teeth  on  the  palate 
and  tongue,  and  genersUy  a  sniall  speeki^  red  oneaeh  dda 
behind  theft^nt  yentral  fins;  the  flesh  is  of  a  pale  ydlowlA 
redf  or  when  in  good  order  of  a  rose-eoloured  red. 

Friday  14.  This  morning  one  of  the  men  was  sent  ta 
ei^tain  Clarke  with  an  aeeonntof  the  discovery  of  the  foU% 
and  after  employing  the  rest  in  preserving  the  meat  whinh 
had  been  killed  yesterday,  oi^tain  Lewis  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine  the  rapids  above.  From  the  folk  he  direeted  his 
oourse  southwest  up  the  river:  after  passing  one  oontinood 
rapid,  and  three  small  cascades,  each  three  or  four  feet  h^h* 
he  reached  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  a  second  fall.  The 
river  is  about  four  hundred  yards  wide,  and  for  the  dBstanee 
of  three  hundred  throws  itself  over  to  the  dtfth  of  i^lneteeli 
feet,  and  so  irregularly  that  he  gave  it  the  name  e(  the 
Crooked  falls.  From  the  southern  shore  it  extends  ok* 
Uquely  upwards  about  one  hundred  and  fi^  yards,  and  tbasi 
forms  an  acute  an^e  downwards  nearly  to  the . 
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ikent  of  Iblir  smidl  iBtands  elote  to  the  northern  side.  From 
the  perpendtenhtr  pheh  to  the«e  islands,  a  distance  of  more 
dian  one  hundred  jardsf  the  watet  glides  down  a  sloping 
roek  with  a  Teloeity  almost  equal  to  that  of  its  fall/  Abote 
ttds  fhll  the  riTer  bends  suddenly  to  the  northward:  while 
Ticking  this  plaee  ei^tain  Lewis  heard  a  loud  roar  aboTO 
Urn,  and  erossing  the  point  of  a  hill  for  a  few  hundred 
yards,  he  saw  one  of  the  most  beautiful  objeets  in  nature: 
the  whole  Missouri  is  suddenly  stoppedhy  one  shelving  rock, 
which  without  a  sln^e  niche  and  with  an  edge  as  straight  and 
N^pnlar  as  if  fonh^d  by  art,  stretches  itself  from  one  side  of 
the  rirer  to  the  other  fbr  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
Over  this  it  precipitates  itself  in  an  cTcn  uninterrupted 
sheet  to  the  perpendicular  depth  of  fifty  feet,  whence  dash- 
ing agafaist  the  rooky  bottom  it  rushes  rapidly  down,  lea- 
ving behind  it  a  spray  of  the  purest  foam  across  the  riTcr* 
^e  scene  whtoh  it  presented  wlis  indeed  singularly  beau- 
filU,  since  without  any  of  the  wild  irregular  sublimity  of 
the  lovrer  foils,  it  combined  all  the  regular  elegances  which 
Ae  fancy  of  a  painter  would  select  to  form  a  beautiful 
wiaterfall.    The  eye  had  scarcely  been  Regaled  with  this 
charming  inrospect,  when  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile 
captain  Lewis  observed  anoiheV  of  a  similar  kind:  to  this 
he  inamedlately  hastened,  and  found  ti  cascade  stretching 
aoroaa  the  whole  river  for  a  quarter  of  a  mfle  with  a  de- 
scent of  fourteen  feet,  though  the  perpendicular  pitch  was 
dnly  nix  feet.    This  too  in  any  other  neighbourhood  would 
hATe  been  an  object  of  great  magnificence,  but  after  what 
he  had  just  seen  it  became  of  secondary  interest:  his  curi- 
osity being  however  awakened,  he  determined  to  go  on  even 
dbeiiM  ni|^t  overtake  him  to  the  head  of  the  fidls.    He 
tterefbre  pursued  the  southwest  course  of  the  river,  which 
was  one  constant  succession  of  rapids  and  small  cascades,  at 
every  one  of  whidi  the  Unffs.grew  lower,  or  the  bed  of  the 
tiivelr  became  more  on  a  level  with  the  plams.    At  the  dis- 
tettee  of  two  and  a  half  miles  he  arrived  at  another  cata- 
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met  of  twentj-siz  feet.  The  river  irhere  six  hmidredyvrdf 
widet  bot  the  descent  it  not  inunediiie^  per]^eiidiealftr» 
though  the  rirer  fUls  (jeaer^lly  wiUi  a  regiikr  ani  MDOoai 
sheet;  for  about  one  ttiird  of  the  deseent  a  roek  protrades 
tb  a  small  distanee^  reeeives  iht  water  in  its  passage  aai 
gires  it  a  eurre.  On  the  south  side  Is  a  beautiful  plain  a  flnr 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  falls;  on  the  north  the  coantry  is 
more  broken^  and  there  is  a  hffl  not  far  firom  the  riter. 
Just  below  the  falls  is  a  little  island  in  the  middle  of  the 
river  well  eovered  with  timber.  Here  on  a  eottonwood  trM 
an  eagle  had  fixed  its  nest»  and  seemed  the  nndispatod  wb* 
tress  of  a  spot,  to  eoatest  whose  dominion  neither  maft  aar 
beast  would  venture  across  the  gulfs  that  sarrouad  it^  and 
which  is  further  secured  by  the  mist  rising  from  the  fUk. 
This  solitary  bird  eould  not  escape  the  observation  of  tke 
Indians  who  made  the  ea^'s  nest  a  part  of  their  descry- 
tion  of  the  falk,  which  How  proves  to  be  correct  in  alaMst 
every  particular,  except  that  they  did  not  do  jnstiee  to  lli^ 
height.  Just  above  this  is  a  cascade  of  about  five  feety  be- 
yond wlachi  as  £Eur  as  could  be  discerned,  the  veloeity  of  tha 
water  seemed  to  abate.    Ci^tain  Levris  now  ascended  die 
hill  which  was  behind  him,  and  saw  from  its  top  a  delight* 
ful  plain  extending  from  the  river  to  the  base  of  titte  Snow- 
mountains  to  die  south  and  southwest.    Along  this  vride 
level  country  the  Missouri  pursued  ks  winding  course  filM 
with  water  to  its  even  and  grassy  banicsi  while  about  t^mf 
miles  above  it  was  jdined  by  a  large  river  flowing  fton  the 
northwest  through  a  vidley  three  mMes  in  width,  and  dis- 
tinguished by  the  timber  which  adorned  its  shores;  the  Mta- 
souri  itself  stretches  to  the  south  in  one  unrnflled  streala  of 
water  as  if  unconscious  of  the  rou^ness  it  must  soon  eh* 
counter,  and  bearing  on  its  bosom  vast  flocks  of  geosa, 
while  numerous  herds  of  buffaloe  are  feeding  on  the  plains 
which  surround  it. 

Captain  Lewis  then  descended  Hke  bill,  and  4fire^ed  las 
course  towards  the  river  lUling  in  from  th«  w«Mc  He  soan  ( 
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r»ii9  «f  providing  for  supper  sihai  <me  ^  Uiem;  H^  nimA  / 
immediately  beg^  tto  bleed^  and  eaplaja  liirwia  )Nhalia4  Cu^ 
{p^Uea  to  reload  bis  riOo,  Mras  iDfioaUj  watohiag  to^  toe  him 
ijEiJi,  whm  be  bebold  alarfo  bsovn  bear  who  was  stealing  on 
him  linpereeivedf  aad  was  already  wUhia  tweoly  sleps«    la 
the  first  laoBient  of  surprise  be  lifted  his  riioi  but  remem« 
beriog  4astanUy  that  it  was  not  ehargedi  aad;  that  he  haA 
aot  tb»e  to  reload,  he  felt  that  there  vf^^  po^  safety  but  ia 
flight*    It  was  ip  the  open  level  plaiB^  D9t  ^  bi^h  aor  a  tree 
wiibiq  three  huiidred  yards^  the  bank  of  the  i;iver  sipping 
and  not  mare  than  three  feat  hlght  so  (hat  there  WM  no 
possible   mode  of  coueealmentj  eaptain  Lewis  tberefom 
thought  of  retreating  in  a  quick  walk,  as  fast  aa  the  ben^ir 
advanced  towards  the  nearest  tree;  but  a»  soon  as  he  turned 
the  bear  raa  open  mouth  and,  at  full  speed  upon  hifsiu    Cap* 
tain  Tjewis  ran  about  eighty  yards,  but  finding  that  the  aai- 
•loal  gained  on  hjim  fast,  it  flashed  on  his  mind  that  by  get* 
tiog  into  the  water  to  such  a  depth  that  the  bea^  would  be 
obliged  to  attaqkhifu  surimioii^,  ihere  was  stil)  some  ehanec^ 
of  liis  liJCei  he  therefore  turned  short,  plunged  into  the  river 
about  waist  dcepr  ^nd  faeiug  about  presented  the  point  of 
his  e»pontoon.  The.  bear  arrived  at  the  water's  edge  within 
twenty  feet  of  him,  but  as  soon  as  he  put  himself  in  this  pos* 
ture  of  defence,  be  seemed  frightened^  and  wheeling  abaut» 
retreated  with  as  mueh  precipitation  as  he  had  pursued^ 
Yerj  glad  to  be  released  fi*om  this  danger^  eaptain  Lewis 
returned  to  the  shore,  and  observed  him  run  with  gre;^t 
speedr  sometimes  looking  l^ek  as  if  he  expected  to  be  pur- 
sued^ till  he  reached  the  wnoda.    He  could  not  conceive  tho 
eiauee  of  the  sudden  alarm  of  the  bear,  hut  congratulate^ 
himself  on  his  escape  when  he  saw  his  own  track  tern  tp 
pieces  by  the  furious  animal,  and  learnt  from  the  whole  ad* 
Yeoture  never  to  suffer  his  ri&e  to  be  a  moment  unloaded^ 
9e  now  resumed  his  progress  in  the  direction  which  the  bear 
Had  laken  towards  ^he  westera  river,  and  found  it  a  hw^ 
roi..  I.  Mm 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fM  Lewis  Mi  (^airtufi  EsopeiiHaH 

•dine  ttpfftiii  abovt  two  hosdred  jmrdt  widk,  apfiftrMtlj  tep^ 
with  a  fcentle  ernreot;  lU  wmtert  eksr,  ud  ito  banks*  wkidi 
were  fimned  pritiei|iallj  of  dark  brown  and  blue  olaj,  arc 
about  the  tamo  hei|[^t  as  those  of  the  Mtssoori*  that  is  from 
three  to  flte  feet  What  was  singular  was  that  the  riter  doe& 
not  seem  to  orerflow  its  banks  at  any  season*  while  it  might 
be  presumed  from  its  rieinitj  to  tlie  mountains*  that  the  tor- 
rents arising  from  the  melting  of  the  snows*  would  some- 
times eause  it  to  swell  bejond  its  limits.    The  eontrary  fast 
would  induee  a  belief  that  the  Rocky  mountaitts  yield  their 
snows  very  reluctantly  tod  equably  to  the  sup*  and  are  not 
often  drenched  by  Tcry  heary  rains.    This  river  is  no  doubt 
that  which  the  Indians  call  Medicine  riyer*  which  tliey  men- 
tioned as  emptying  into  the  Missouri*  just  abo?e  the  falls. 
^  After  examining  Medicine  rifcr*  captain  Lewis  set  out  at 
half  after  six  o'clock  in  the  ereniog  on  hb  return  towards 
the  camp*  which  he  estimated  at  the  distance  of  twelve  miles. 
Ingoing  through  the  low  grounds  on  Medieitte  riTer  he  met 
an  animal  which  at  a  distance  he  thought  was  a  wolf*  bat  on 
coming  within  sixty  paces*  it  proved  to  be  some  brownish 
yellow  animal  standing  near  its  burrow*  which*  when  he  eame 
nigh*  crouched  and  seemed  as  if  aI>out  to  sprii^  en  him. 
Captain  Lewis  fired  and  the  beast  disappeared  in  its  burrow. 
From  the  track  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  aoimai 
he  supposed  it  to  be  of  the  tiger  kind.    He  then  went  on* 
but  as  if  the  beasts  of  the  forests  had  conspired  against 
him*  three  bnffUoe  bulls  which  were  feeding  with  a  large 
herd  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile*  left  their  companions 
and  ran  at  fuU  speed  towards  him.    He  turned  round*  and 
unwilling  to  give  up  the  field  advanced  towards  them:  when 
they  came  within  a  hundred  yards*  they  stopped*  looked  at 
him  for  some  time^  and  then  retreated  as  they  came.  He  now 
pursued  his  route  in  the  dark,  reflecting  on  the  strange  adveift>^ 
turesand  sights  of  theday  which  crowded  on  liis  mind  sora^4- 
]y  that  he  should  have  been  inclined  to  believe  it  all  enchant* 
meat  if  the  thorns  of  the  prickly  pear|ner<:iiig  his  feet  dad  n^t 
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dispel  at  every  nomemt  the  illiiBion.  He  at  last  reaehed  tbe 
party,  who  had  been  Teiy  anxioiu  for  hfs  safbty,  and  who 
had  already  decided  on  the  route  which  each  should  take  ia 
the  mtonring  to  look  for  him.  Being  much  fatigued  he  siip< 
ped  and  slept  well  during  the  night. 

Satatday,  15.    The  men  were  again  sent  out  to  bring  in 
the  game  killed  yesterday  and  to  proeure  more:  they  also  ob« 
tained  a  number  of  fine  trout  and  several  small  catfish 
weighing  about  four  pounds,  and  difiering  from  the  whita 
eatfish  lower  down  the  Missouri.  On  awaking  this  morning 
captain  Lei^s  found  a  lajrge  rattlesnake  coiled  on  the  trunk 
of  a  tree  under  which  he  had  been  sleeping.  He  killed  it^ 
and  feoad  it  like  those  we  bad  seen  before,  difiering  from 
thoseof  the  Atlantic  states,  not  in  its  colours  but  in  the  form 
and  arrangement  of  them;  it  had  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  seijita  on  the  abdomen,  and  seventeen  half- formed  scuta 
on  the  tail.    There  is  a  heavy  dew  on  the  grass  about  the 
eamp  every  morning,  which  no  doubt  proceeds  from  the 
mist  of  the  falls,  afr  it  takes  place  no  where  in  the  plains  nor 
oa  the  river  except  here.    The  messenger  sent  to  captain 
ClfMrke  returned  with  informati<m  of  his  having  arrived  five 
miles  below  at  a  rapid,  which  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
aeeend  and  would  wait  till  captain  Lewis  and  his  party  re* 
joined  him. 

On  Tuesday  11th,  the  day  when  captain  Lewis  left  us, 
we  remained  at  the  entrance  of  Maria's  river  and  completed 
the  deposits  of  aU  the  articles  with  which  we  could  dispense. 
Tlie  morning  had  been  fair  with  a  high  wind  from  the  south- 
west, which  shifted  in  the  evening  to  northwest,  when  the 
weather  became  cold  and  the  wind  high.  The  next  mornings 
Wednesday,  12,  we  left  our  encampment  with  a  fair  day 
aad  a  southwest  wind.  The  river  was  now  so  crowded  with 
ishuida  that  within  the  distance  of  ten  miles  and  a  half  ^e 
passed  eleven  of  different  dimensions  before  reaching  a  high 
hlaek  bluff  in  a  bend  on  the  left,  where  we  saw  a  great  num- 
ber (rf*  swallows.  Withm  one  mile  and  a  half  further  vre 
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nflet  ft^m  oar  otie9niip«ic<iit  reached  k  tpring  wkioh  tke 
neii  vttllod  Qrog  tprfog:  it  h  en  the  nvtkern  tli«fne»  and  8t 
tko  point  wliere  T^iiiy  rir^r  apprteeles  widlhi  wio  hmi- 
dred  ymrdi  of  the  Mitfonri.  From  tiris  pltce  we  proceeded 
tiiree  niles  im  a  low  Muff  on  tiie  norlli  opposite  to  an  island, 
and  tpont  Ibe  nigiit  ki  an  oM  indtan  eneaaipBiient.  llie  UaA 
ander  wbkli  i^e  passed  were  composed  of  a  blackish  elaf 
Md  emd  for  db^at  eighty  feet»  above  which  for  thirty  «r 
ftrty  feet  is  a  brownish  yellow  earth.  The  river  is  vtery 
rapid  a«d  ^obstraeted  by  hart  of  grayel  and  stone  of  dtfbreat 
shapes  and  rises,  so  that  tfanee  of  onr  eadoes  were  m  greirt 
danger  in  the  eonrso  of  the  dny.  We  bad  a  fow  drops  of  rasa 
about  two  o*eioofc  in  the  afternoon.  The  only  anittaU  wn 
UUed  were  elk  and  deer;  bot  we  saw  great  aansbers  of 
rattlesaakeo. 

Thnrsday,  18.  The  morning  was  fidn  iutd  there  was 
some  dew  on  the  ground.  After  passing  two  ialando  we 
reached  at  the  distance  of  a  mik  and  a  half  a  small  rapid 
stream  flfty  yards  wide,  emptying  itself  on  tiM  aooth,  stshig 
hi  a  mountain  to  the  southeast  about  twelve  or  ftftoea  miiaa 
distant,  and  at  this  time  covered  with  snow.  Asttisthedmn* 
nelfor  the  melted  snow  of  that  mountain  we  callnd  it  Snow 
river:  opposite  to  its  entrance  is  another  idand:  at  one  mile 
and  three  quarters  is  a  Uaek  bluff  of  slate  on  the  soath; 
nine  miles  beyond  which,  after  passing  iem  isknds,  wecanso 
to  on  the  southern  shore  near  an  old  Indian  fortified  eanify 
opposite  the  lower  point  of  an  isbnd,  having  made  thirteen 
miles.  The  number  of  islands  and  shoals,  the  riqudily  ^ 
the  river,  and  the  quantity  of  large  stones,  rendered  tho 
navigation  very  disagreeable:  along  the  bai^  we  discia- 
guished  several  low  Uuflii  or  eliflb  ot  slate.  There  wmem 
great  numbers  of  geese  and  gosUngs;  the  geoso  vot  beki|; 
wiih  to  iy  at  this  season.  Gooseberries  are  ripe  and  in  great 
abundance;  the  yellow  currant  is  dso  common,  birt  Ml  yet 
T^  Our  game  eonsiiled^bnAaoo  and  goato. 
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Prfdliy,  14.  A(|ftifi  the  dty  li  iM»  W^  m^Bm  l%o  Altol 
to  %  mmU  kluiitf  ki  the  soulktra  bM4»  ftfler  pcts^g  toete« 
ral  bad  rapids*  tlie  eurrent  beeemet  iadeed  ftiriner  a*  ir« 
aseetidt  and  the  can^eB  firequetitty  rtoeiV^  water  aa  we  dhi|; 
thi^m  wiA  dtiieQlty  along.  At  th^  distaliee  of  rfsi  miles  wa 
nHu;blfd  eaptaSn  Clarke's  eallip^h  the  foiiHh,  whieh  it  oa 
the  ftoKh  bide  and  opposite  to  a  lar|;e  graTelly  bar.  Ilere 
the  man  sent  bj  eaptain  Lewis  Joined  as  with  tha  pleasing 
iatelligelice  that  tee  bad  diseotered  the  falls,  and  was  cob- 
i4tieed  tlmt  the  eoarse  we  were  pursuing  was  that,  of  tha 
true  Missouri*  At  a  tbife  and  a  half  we  reaehed  the  upper 
point  of  ao  islahd>  tknee  quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  whieh 
We  eneamped  on  the  soulk,  after  making  only  ten  and  a  quar- 
ter miles.  Along  the  rirer  was  but  little  timber,  but  much 
hard  slate  hi  the  blutfii. 

Sikturday,  15.  The  morning  being  Mrarm  and  fair  we 
Set  but  at  the  usnal  hour,  but  proceeded  with  great  dlA- 
enhy  ill  eons^qneoee  of  the  increased  rapidity  of  the  eur- 
r«nt.  lite  ehamiel  is  constantly  obstrueted  by  roeks  and 
dangerous  rapids*  During  the  whole  progress  the  men  are  in 
the  water  hauling  the  eanoes,  and  walking  on  sharp  roeks  and 
roond  stones  whieh  eat  their  feet  or  cause  them  to  fell. 
The  rattlesnakes  too  are  so  numerous  that  the  men  art 
eonatantly  on  their  guard  against  being  bitten  by  them^  yet 
they  bear  the  fatigues  with  the  roost  undiminished  cheer* 
fijAaess.  Wc*  hear  the  roar  of  the  (klls  irery  distinctly  this 
m<Nniing.  At  three  and  three  quarter  miles  we  came  to  a 
roek  in  a  bend  to  the  souih,  resembling  a  tower.  At  six 
and  three  quarter  miles  we  reached  a  large  creek  on  the 
soothe  whieh  after  one  of  oar  men  we  called  Shields's  creek« 
tt  ia  rapid  la  its  course,  mboat  thirty  yards  wide,  and  oa 
tending  a  person  flte  miles  itp  it  proved  to  have  a  fall  of 
ifteen  feetf  mnd  some  timbet  on  its  low  grouad.  Above  this 
river  die  Muilk  of  tte  Misseuri  are  tf  red  earth  mixed  with 
mtMMM  of  Maek  stone)  below  it  we  passed  some  white  clay 
itt  the  kaftks  wUeh  iadxes  ifdth  ifater  in  e^vy  respect  like 
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flrar.  At  tkree  ud  three  qsarter  miles  we  reaehed  a  point 
M  the  north  oppesite  m  iskuidaiHl  a  bluff;  and  one  mile  and 
a  qnarter.further,  after  pacing  some  red  bluffs,  came  to  on 
the  north  side,  having  made  tweWe  miles.  Here  we  found 
a  rapid  so  diffieult  that  we  did  not  think  {H^per  to  at* 
tempt  the  passage  this  eyening,  and  therefore  sent  to  eap* 
tain  Lewis  to  i^prise  him  of  our  arrival.  We  saw  a  num- 
ber of  geesOf  dueks^  erows,  and  blaekbirds  todajr  the  two 
former  with  their  young.  The  riYcr  rose  a  little  this  e?en- 
ingf  but  the  timber  is  sUU  so  searee  that  we  eould  not  pro- 
eare  enou^  for  our  use  during  the  night. 

Sunday «  June  16.  Some  rain^  fell  last  night,  and  this 
morning  the  weather  was  cloudy  and  the  wind  high  from  the 
southwest.  We  passed  the  rapid  by  doubly  manning  the 
periogue  and  eanoes,  and  halted  at  the  distance  of  a  sulo 
and  a  quarter  to  examine  the  rapids  above,  whieh  we  found 
to  be  a  continued  succession  of  cascades  as  far  as  the  view 
extended,  whieh  was  about  two  miles.  About  a  mile  abore 
where  we  halted  was  a  large  creek  falling  in  on  the  south, 
opposite  to  which  is  a  large  sulphur  spring  falling  over  the 
rocks  on  the  north:  captain  Lewis  arrived  at  two  from  the 
falls  about  five  miles  above  us,  and  after  consulting  upon 
the  sulyect  of  the  portage,  we  crossed  the  river  and  formed 
a  camp  on  the  north,  having  oome  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
to-day.  From  our  o^n  observation  we  had  deemed  the  south 
side  to  be  the.  most  favourable  for  a  portage,  but  two  men 
sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  reported  that  the 
creek  and  the  ravines  intersected  the  plain  so  deeply  that  it 
was  impossible  to  cross  it.  Captain  Clarke  therefore  re* 
solved  to  examine  more  minutely  what  was  the  best  route: 
the  four  canoes  were  unloaded  at  the  camp  and  then  sent 
across  the  river^  where  by  means  of  strong  cords  they  were 
hauled  over  the,  first  rapid,  whence  they  may  be  easily  drawm 
into  the  creek.  Finding  too,  that  the  portage  would  be  ml 
all  events  too  long  to  enable  us  to  carry  the  boats  o»««r' 
shoulders^  six  men  were  set  to  work  to  make  wheels  tfottmt- 
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mge»  to  transport  tlMiii,  Siaee  leaTing  Mivia's  ri?er  Ae 
wife  of  ChaboneaUy  our  interpretery  has  been  dattgeroaify 
iU»  bat  she  now  feand  great  relief  from  the  mineral  wateikof 
the  sulphur  sprii^.  It  is  situated  about  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  Missouri,  into  which  it  empties  oTer  a  preci- 
pice of  rock  about  twenty-fire  feet  high*  The  water  is  per^ 
feetly  transparent,  strongly  impregnateid  with  sulphur,  and 
we  suspect  iron  also,  as  the  colour  of  the  hills  and  Muffs 
in  the  neighbourhood  indicates  the  presence  of  that  metal. 
In  jhort  the  water  to  all  appearance  is  precisely  similar  to 
that  of  Bowyer*s  sulphur  spring  in  Yirginia. 

Monday  i7.  Captain  Clarke  set  out  with  fire  men  to  ex- 
plore the  country;  the  rest  if  ere  employed  in  hunting,  ma- 
king wheels  and  in  drawing  the  five  canoes  and  all  the 
baggage  up  the  creek,  which  we  now  called  Portage  creek: 
from  this  creek  there  is  a  gradual  asceni  to  the  top  of  the 
high  plain,  while  the  blufis  of  the  creek  lower  down  and  of 
the  Missouri,  both  above  and  below  its  entrance.  Were  so 
steep  as  to  have  rendered  it  almost  impracticable  to  drag 
them  tip  from  the.  Missouri.   We  found  great  difliculty  and 
some  danger  in  even  ascending  the  creek  thus  far,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  rapids  and  rocks  of  the  channel  of  the  creek, 
which  just  above  where  we  brought  the  canoes  has  a  &11 
of  five  feet,  and  high  and  steep  bluffs  beyond  it:  we  were 
very  fbrtunate  In  finding  Just  below  Portage  creek  a  cot* 
toQWood  tree  about  twenty-two  inches  in  diameter,  and 
large  enough  to  make  the  carriage  wheels:  it  was  perhaps 
the  only  one  of  the  same  size  within  twenty  milesj  and  the 
eottottwood,  which  we  are  obliged  to  employ  in  the  other 
parte  of  the  work,  is.  extremely  soft  and  brittle.    The  mast 
of  jthe  white  periogue  which  we  mean  to  leave  behind,  sup- 
plied us  with  two  axletrees.    There  are  vast  quantities  of 
bulihloQ  feeding  in  the  plains  or  watering  in  the  river^  which 
is  also  strewed  with  the  floating  carcases  and  limbs  of  these 
animals.  They  go  in  large  herds  to  water  about  the  falls, 
ani  aftiUl  the  passages  to  the  river  pear  that  ^aee  are  n«r- 
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Ui(»  infttlieiiee  of  th^se  bebuML  lo  thb  way  we  katt  see« 
H4|  or  a  dasm  diaappaar  over  the  ftlh  ia  a  Caw  a^iaaleA. 
Th0y  afbr4  exc^Ueat  fi»od  for  the  wolves  bears,  aa4  Ue4i 
of  prey;  aad  this  eireaaif  taaoe  inay  aeoouat,  for  the  r«shie- 
iaaee  of  the  bear»  to  yieM  their  dosiiAioa  oier  the  aeighr 
hoarhood. 

Tuesday  ISw  The  periogue  was  drawa  up  a  little  below 
our  eamp  a^d  iteeared  in  a  thiek*  eopie  of  willow  baaheg. 
We  DOW  began  to  form  a  eaehe  or  place  of  deposit  and  to  dry 
oar  goods  and  other  articles  whleh  required  inspeetion.  Tb) 
wagons  too  aro  oooipletedl.  Our  hunters  brought  us  (en 
deer»  and  we  shot  two  oot  of  a  herd  of  baffaloe  that  eaaui 
to  water  at  the  sulphur  spring,    lliere  ia  a  species  of  goose- 
berry growing  abundaatly  aoMNig  the  roeha  on  the  sides  9I 
the  cliffs:  it  is'  now  ripOf  of  a  pale  red  eolour^   aboal 
the  size  of  the  eommon  gonseberry^  and  like  it  is  an  ovats 
periearp  of  soft  pulp  en?  eloping  a  namber  of  small  whitish 
coloured  seeds»  aad  consisting  of  a  yellowish  slimy  mueilsr 
ginous  snhstaacct  with  a  sweet  taste;  the  surface  of  the  bcr- ' 
ry  is  coYcred  with  a  glutinous  adhesive  matter^  audits  fruit 
thou|^  ripe  retains  its  withered  corolla.    The  shrub  itself 
aeUom  rises  more  than  two  feci  high>  is  HMMih  brancbcdt 
and  has  no  thorns.    The  leaves  resemble  those  of  the  eom- 
BMU  gooseberry  except  in  being  ^malkry  and  the  berry  is 
■Ql^oned  by  separate  peduaelee  or  footstalks  half  an  iacli 
bng.    There  are  also  immenae  quantities  of  graashopfefs 
of  a  brown  colour  in  the  plainsy  and  they  no  doubt  e^mtrir 
bate  to  the  lowaese  of  the  graas^  which  is  not  generally  waom 
than  three  inches  high^  though  it  is  soft^  narrow-leafed  aal 
aCbrds  a^Kne  pasture  far  the  buffaloe. 

Wednesday  19.  The  wind  blew  violendy  to-day^  aa  U  4d 
yesterday,  and  as  it  does  fireqneotly  ia  this  ^en  jsomitfji 
whtte  there  k  not  a  tree  to  iHreakor  oppose  its  force.  OjWit 
men  were  seat  for  the  meat  killed  yesterday  which  for^iuilrtft^ 
lyhadnotbeendiseoveredhythc  wolfCAt  Another  parly.  i|«| 
to  Medicine  river  in  quest  of  elk,  which  we  hope  maw  lib 
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inducetl  to  resort  there,  from  there  beinj^more  wood  io  that 
neighbourliood  than  on  the  Missouri.  All  the  rest  were  oe« 
eupied  in  packing  the-ba^^age  and  mending  their  moecmtint, 
in  order  to  prepare  for  the  portage.  We  caught  a  number 
of  the  white  fish,  but  no  catfish  or  trout.  Our  poor  Indiaa 
wotnau,  who  had  recorered  so  far  as  to  walk  out,  impru- 
dently ate  a  quantity  of  die  white  apple,  which  with  some 
dried  fish  occasioned  a  return  of  her  fcTcr. 

The  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun's  lower  limb^,  as  obMrred 
with  octant  by  back  obserration,  Was  5S^  ly,  giving  as  the 
latitude  of  our  camp,  47**  «'  S9"  5*". 

Thursday  20.  As  we  were  desirous  of  getting  meat  enough 
to  last  us  during  the  portage,  so  that  the  men  might  not  be  di« 
▼erted  from  their  labour  to  look  for  food,  we'sent  out  four  hun- 
ters to-day:  they  killed  eleven  buffaloe.  Tliis  was  indeed  aa 
easy  labour,  for  there  ai*e  vast  herds  coming  co^istantly  to  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  to  water;  they  seem  also  to  mako 
much  use  of  the  mineral  water  of  the  sulphur  spring,  but 
whether  ft*om  ehoice,  or  because  it  is  more  eonvenient  than 
the  river,  we  cannot  determine,  as  they  sometimes  pass  near 
the  spring  and  go  on  to  the  fiver.  Besides  this  spring, 
braekiith  water  or  that  of  a  dark  colour  impregnated  with 
mineral  salts,  such  as  we  have  frequently  met  on  the  Mh* 
9ourU  may  be  found  in  small  quantities  in  soipe  of  the  stelip 
rarines  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  opposite  to  ni  and  at 
the  falls. 

Captain  Clarke  returned  this  evening,  having  exaniined 
the  whole  course  of  the  river  and  fixed  the  route  most  prae- 
tieable  for  the  .portage.  *  The  first  day,  17th^  he  was  oeeu- 
pied  in  measuring  the  heights  and  distances  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  and  slept  near  a  ravine  at  the  foot  of  the  crook* 
ed  falls,  having  very  narrowly  escaped  falling  into  the  river, 
where  he  would  have  perished  inevitably,  in  descending  the 
cliffs  near  the  grand  cataract.  The  next  day,  18th,  he  eoa- 
tinued  the  same  occupation,  and^arrived  in  the  aftemooA 
at  the  Junction  of  Medicine  and  Missouri  rivers;  up  the  lat- 
roTim  u  H  n  .T^ 
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ter  he  mMM^^dy  mi  paiied  at  the  dbtanoe  of  m  wSh  an 
iilMd  and  a  Uttle  timber  ia  aa  eastwardly  bead  of  the  mtt. 
Oae  anile  beyoad  this  he  oanie  to  the  lower  poiat  of  a  large 
idaad;  aaother  small  islaad  ia  the  middle  of  the  rlr^,  and 
.  Me  aear  the  ^eft  shore  at  the  distaaee  of  three  milesy  oppo- 
site to  the  head  of  whieh  he  eoeamped  aear  the  moath  rft 
ereek  whieh  appeared  to  rise  ia  the  Soath  moaatafas.  Time 
three  blaads  are  opposite  to  each  other>  aod  we  gave  diem 
the  aame  of  the  Whitebear  islands  from  observiag  some  of 
dMMM  aaimalaoa  them.  He  killed  a  beayer^  aa  elk  aad  eH;ht 
baflUoe.    One  of  the  mea  who  was  seat  a  short  dislaiei 
firom  the  camp  to  bring  home  some  meat^  was  attaekedbjrs 
white  bear,  aad  closely  parsoed  within  forty  paces  of  tbi 
eamp»  and  narrowly  escaped  being  eaught  Captain  Claries 
immediately  weat  with  three  mea  in  qaest  of  the  bear,  wlM 
ho  was  aflraid  might  sarprise  another  of  the  hunters  lAo 
was  oat  oolleeting  the  game.    The  bear  wi^  faoworertoo 
qaick»  fbr  before  captain  Clarke  could  reach  the  nwtt»  tbo 
bear  had  attacked  him  aad  compelled  him  to  take  r^age  f$ 
the  water.    He  now  ran  off  as  they  approached,  aad  it  bt* 
iag  late  tioy  deferred  pursuing  him  till  the  aezt  m^rabig* 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

OlMriptimi  ftiid  roouHili*  appeanAse  of  tin  Mlwinri  at  tke  jooatkNi  U  tka 
Medimne  i4T«r«— the  ^ffieolty  of  tmnporting  the  baggage  at  the  falls-— tha 
partj  emplojed  in  the  oonttraction  of  a  boat  of  tkina — the  embarraMmenta 
they  had  to  encounter  for  want  of  proper  materialf— during  the  wcirk  tbft 
party  much  troubled  by  white  beara— vfoleot  hall-fltdrn^  and  prafUenAil 
tteape  of  captain  CUAb  and  hii  party^-deteHptUm  of  •  MOiarkiMe  kmf 
tain  riogitfar  eipMoB  heard  flrom  the  Blaek  mouBtaiat— tb^  boat  fboad  la 
be  iMuffioaenty  and  the  aerioua  diaappointment  of  the  Qprty— captahi  Clarke 
undertakes  to  repair  the  damage  bf  boiUding  eanoes,  and  accomplishaa  flbk 
task. 

Oif  the  i9th,  eapUin  Clarke  not  beiog  able  to  tad  the 
hear  mentioned  in  the  last  ehapter,  tpeot  the  daj  in  exa«> 
mining  the  eonntry  both  aboTo  and  below  the  Whitebeaf 
JBlandsy  and  eondudef  that  the  plaee  of  hit  eneampraent 
would  be  the  best  point  for  the  extremity  of  the  portage* 
Hie  men  were  therefore  oeenpied  in  drying  the  meat  to  be 
left  here.  Immense  numbers  of  buffaloe  are  etery  where 
round,  and  they  saw  a  summer  duek  whieh  is  now  sitting* 
The  next  morning,  20th,  he  erossed  the  level  plain,  fixed 
stakes  to  mark  the  route  of  the  portage,  till  be  passed  a 
large  ravine  whieh  would  oblige  us  to  make  the  portage 
fhrther  from  the  riyer:  after  this  there  being  no  other  ob* 
staete  he  went  to  the  rirer  where  he  had  first  struek  it,  and 
took  its  courses  and  didtanees  down  to  the  camp.  From  the 
draught  luid  suryey  of  6aptain  Clarke,  we  had- now  a  elear 
and  connected  yiew  of  the  fiils,  eitseades,  and  rapids  itf  the 
Missouri. 

This  riyer  is  three  hundred  yards  wide  at  the  point 
where  it  receiyes  tlie  waters  of  Medicine  river,  which  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  yards  in  width.  The  united 
current  eonUnnes  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  p<^>  to  a 
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•mall  rapid  on  the  north  M^  from  whieh  it  grsidnaSy 
widens  to  one  thousand  foor  hundred- yards^  and  at  the  dii- 
tanee  of  fire  hundred  and  forty-eiglit  poles  reaehes  the  heftd 
of  the  rapidsy  narrowing  as  ft  iqiproaebes  them.    Here  die 
lulls  on  the  north  whIeh  had  wididi^wa  from  the  bank 
closely  border  the  riYer,  whieh,  for  the  space  t>f  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  poles^make^  its  way  over  the  rocks  with 
a  descent  of  thirty  feet:  in  this  course  the  current  is  con- 
tracted to  five  hundred  and  eighty  yards,  and  after  throw- 
ing itself  over  a  small  pitch  of  five  feet,  forms  a  beautifU 
easeade  of  twenty-six  feet  five  inches;  this  does  not  however 
faU  immediately  perpendicular,  being  stopped  by  a  part  of 
the  rock  whicWprojeots  at  about  one  third  of  the  distaisee. 
After  descending  this  fall,  and  passing  the  eottonwood 
island  on  which  the  eagle  has  fixed  its  nest,  the  river  goes 
on  for  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  poles  over  rafads  and  lit- 
tle falls,  the  estimated  descent  of  whi<di  is  thirteen  feet  six 
inches  till  it  is  joined  fay  a  large  fountain  boiling  up  nndcr- 
neath  the  rocks  near  the  edge  of  the  river,  into  whkh  it 
fidls  with  a  cascade  of  eight  feet.   It  is  of  the  most  perfect 
clearness  and  rather  of  a  bluish  cast:  and  even  after  fatt- 
ing into  the  Missouri  it  preserves  its  colour  for  half  a  mile. 
From  this  fountain  the  river  descends  with  increased  rapi- 
dity for  the  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fouKeen  poles,  da- 
ring which  the  estimated  descent  is  fite  feet:  from  this  fm* 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pdes,  the  river 
descends  fourteen  feet  seven  inches  including  a  perpendicn- 
lar  fall  of  six  feet  seven  inches.   The  river  has  now  become 
pressed  into -a  «pace  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-throe 
yards,  and  iiere  forms  a  grand  cataract  by  falling  over  n 
plain  rock  the  whole  distance  across  the  river  to  the  de|^ 
of  forty-seven  feet  eight  inches:  after  recovering  itself  the 
Missouri  then  proeeeds  with  an  estimated  descent  of  three 
feet,  till  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  two  polen  ^t 
again  is  precipitated  down  the  Crooked  falk  of  nineteen 
feet  perpendicular;  below  this  at  the'inouth  of  a  deep  ra- 
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vuie  is  a  fall  of  ive  feet,  after  irkidi  for  the  dUtance  of 
iline  huadred  and  seventy  poles  the  decent  is  mueb  more 
gradual  not  being  more  than  ten  feet^  and  then  sueeeeds  a 
handsome  ieTol  [(lain  for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and 
seTentj-eight  poles  vith  a  computed  descent  of  three  feet« 
makiiig  a  bend  towards  the  north.  Thence  it  descends 
daring  four  hundred  and  eighty  poleSf  about  eighteen  feet 
and  a  half^  when  it  makes  a  perpendicular  foil  of  two  feety 
wfaieh  is  ninety  poles  beyond  the  ^reat  cataraot»  in  ap- 
proaching which  it  descends  thirteen  &et  within  two  hun- 
dred yards,  and  gathering  strength  from  its  confined  chan- 
n^f  which  is  only  two  hundred  and  eighty  yards  wide^ 
rashes  oyer  the  fall  to  the  depth  of  eighty-seven  feet  and 
three  quarters  of  an  inch.  After  raging  amoi^  the  rocks 
and  losing  itself  in  foam,  it  is  compressed  immediately  into  a 
bed  of  ninety-three  yards  in  width:  it  continues  for  three 
hnadred  and  forty  poles  to  the  entrance  of  a  run  or  deep  ra- 
vine where  there  is  a  fall  of  three  feett  which,  joined  to  the 
decline  of  the  river  during  that  course^  makes  the  descent 
six  feet.  As  it  goes  on  the  descent  within  the  next  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  poles  is  oidy  four  foot:  from  this  passing  a  run 
or  deep  ravine  tlie  descent  for  four  hundred  poles  is  thir- 
teen feet^  within  two  hundred  and  forty  poles  a  second  de- 
seent  of  eighteen  feet|  thence  one  hundred  and  sixty  poles 
a  descent  of  six  feet;  after  which  to  the  mouth  of  Portage 
ereek,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  poles,  the  de- 
scent is  ten  feet.  From  this  survey  and  estimate  it  results 
that  the  river  experiences  a  descent  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-two  feet  in  the  course  of  two  and  three  quarter  miles» 
from  the  commencement  of  the  rapids  to  the  mouth  of 
Portage  creek,  exclusive  of  the  almost  impassable  rapids 
which  extend  for  a  mile  below  its  entrance. 

The  latitude  of  our  can^p  below  the  entrance  of  Por- 
tage ereek,  was  found  to  be  47''  7'  iO''  S,  as  deduced  from 
a  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun^s  lower  limb  taken  with  octant 
by  back  ob^rvation  giving  53<»  lo". 
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FtUaj,  Jue  MU  Htttiiig  nuide  the  Beeeanr/  |m|ptrt^ 
tiMM  for  continuiDs  our  rMte»  a  p«rt  af  the  iM^^gmge  wu 
tarried  aerest  the  ereek  into  the  Ugh  plain,  three  aiilet 
in  advaaoe  and  plaeed  ob  one  of  the  earriagoB  with  traek 
wheels:  the  re«t  of  the  party  was  emplojed  in  drying  tM^ 
and  dretsing  eUc  skins.  We  killed  sereral  maledeer  and  aa 
elk,  and  observed  as  nsual  vast  quantities  of  hnffaloe  who 
eame  to  drink  at  the  rirer.  For  the  first  time  on  the  Bfis** 
soari  we  have  seen  near  the  fhUs  aspeeies  of  fishing  du^i 
die  body  of  whieh  is  brown  and  white,  the  wings  wUte^ 
and  the  head  and  upper  part  of  the  neek  of  a  briek  red, 
with  a  narrow  beak,  whieh  seems  to  be  of  the  »Bse  kind 
eommon  In  the  Susquehanna,  Potomac  and  James*  riter. 
The  little  wood  whieh  this  neighbourhood  affords  cenustt' 
of  the  broad  and  narrow4eafed  eottonwood,  the  box  alder, 
the  narrow  and  broad-leafed  willow,  the  large  or  sweet 
willow,  whieh  was  not  eommon  below  Maria's  river,  bat 
whieh  here  attains  the  same  sice^ind  has  tlie  same  i^pear* 
anee  as  in  the  AUantie  states.  The  undergrowth  eonsisiB 
of  roses,  gooseberries,  eurrants,  small  honeysuckles,  and 
the  redwood,  the  inper  part  of  which  the  tngage$  or  water* 
men  are  fond  of  Smoking  when  mixed  widi  tobaeeo. 

Saturday,  ts.  We  now  set  out  to  pass  the  portage  and 
halted  for  dinner  at  eight  miles  distance  near  a  little  streaas* 
The  axletrees  of  our  carriage,  which  had  been  made  of  an 
old  mast,  and  the  cotton  wood  toagucs  broke  before  we  eaase 
there:  but  we  reiiewed  them  with  the  timber  of  the  sweet  wtt* 
low,  which  lasted  till  within  half  a  mile  of  our  intended 
camp,  when  the  tongues  gave  way  and  we  were  obliged  to 
take  as  much  baggage  as  we  could  carry  on  oar  bachs  down 
to  the  river,  where  we  formed  an  encampment  In  a  snail 
grove  of  timber  opposite  to  the  Whitebear  islands.  Bern 
the  banks  on  both  sides  of  the  river  are  hand^me,  levdy 
and  extensive;  that  near  our  oamp  is  not  more  than  two  ftet 
above  the  surfisee  of  the  water.  The  river  is  about  eight 
hundred  yards  wide  Just  above  these  fslnttds,  ten  feet  deef^ 
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mmott  flaeet,  Mid  with  a  very  gentle  evtreBt    The  ^aiat 

however  on  this  part  of  the  river  are  not  so  ferttile  a»  those 

from  the'mooth  of  the  Mnseleshell  and  thence  downwards; 

there  is  much  morjB  stone  on  the  sides  of  the  hil|s  and  on  tko 

broken  lands  than  is  to  be  found  lower  down.    We  saw  In 

the  plains  vast  quantities. of  buffaloe,  a. number  of  small 

birds^  and  the  Urge  brown  eurlew,  whieh  is  now  sittingf  and 

lajs  its  eggs,  whioh  are  of  a  pale  Uue  with  blaek  speeksy 

on  the  ground  without  any  nest.    There  is  also  a  speeies  of 

lark  much  resembling  the  bird  ealled  the  oldfield  lark^  with  a 

2irelIow  breast  and  a  blaek  spot  on  the  oroup;  though  it  dif« 

fers  from  the  latter  in  having  its  tail  formed  of  feathers  of 

an  unequal  length  and  pointed;  the  beak  too  is  somewhat 

longer  and  more  eurved^  and  the  note  differs  eonsiderably. 

The  priekljr  pear  annoyed  us  very  much  to-day  by  sticking 

tluimigh  our  moccasins.  As  soon  as  we  had  kindled  our  fires 

we  examined,  the  meat  which  captain  Clarke  had  left  here* 

but  found  that  the  greater  part  of  it  had  been  taken  by  the 

wolves. 

Sunday^  23.  After  we  had  brought  up  the  canoe  and 
baggage  captain  Clarke  went  down  to  the  eamp  at  Portage 
ereek,  where  Ibur  of  the  mep  had  been  left  with  the  Indian 
woman.  Ci^tain  Lewis  during  the  morning  prepared  the 
eampf  and  in  the  afternoon  went  down  in  a  canoe  to  Bledi* 
eine  river  to  look  after  the  three  men  who  had  been  sent 
Huther  to  hunt  on  the  i9ih,  and  from  whom  nothing  had  as 
yet  been  heard.  He  went  up  the  river  about  half  a  mile 
aad  then.wa&ed  along  on  the  right  bankf  hallooing  as  he 
wentf  till  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  he  found  one  of  them 
who  had  fixed  his  eamp  on  the  opposite  bank^  where  hi  had 
Jhilled  seven  deer  and  dried  about  six  hundred  pounds  of 
haffaloe  meat,  but  had  killed  no  elk*  the  animal  ehiefiy  want- 
ed»  He  knew  nothing  of  hu  eowpanions  except  that  on  tto 
daj  of  their  departure  ft^m  omnp  he  had  left  timm  at  the 
§M9  aad  eome  on  to  Me^cine  riverf  not  having  aeea  iheai 
▲»  it  wee  too  late  to  ratmrn  captain  Lewis  passed 
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OTer  ofi  a  raft  which  he  made  for  the  purpose  aiid  spent  the 
night  at  ShannoD's  camp,  and  the  next  morniDgy 

Monday,  «4,  sent  J,  Fields  up  the  river  with  orfers  to 
fo  four  miles  and  return,  whether  he  found  the  two  absent 
hunters  or  not;  then  descending  the  southwest  side  of  Medi- 
•ine  rrver,  he  crossed  the  Missouri  in  the  canoe,  and  sent 
Shannon  back  to  his  camp  to  join  Fields  and  bring  the  meat 
which  they  had  killed:  this  they  did,  and  arrived  in  the 
evening  at  the  camp  on  Whitebear  islands.  A  part  or  the 
men  from  Portage  creek  also  arrived  with  two  eanoe3  and 
baggage.  On  going  down  yesterday  captain  Clarke  cut  off 
sereral  angles  of  the  former  route  so  as  to  shorten  the  Port* 
age  considerably,  and  marked  jt  with  stakes:  he  arriTed 
there  in  time  to  have  two  of  the  canoes  carried  up  in  ike 
high  plain  about  a  mile  in  advance.  '  Here  they  all  repaired 
their  moccasins^  and  put  on  double  seals  to  protect  them 
from  the  prickly  pear  and  from  the  sharp  points  of  earth 
which  have  been  formed  by  the  trampling  of  the  buflSdoe 
during  the  late  rains:  this  of  itself  is  suflleient  to  render  the 
portage  disagreeable  to  one  who  had  no  burden^  but  as  the 
men  are  loaded  as  heavily  as  their  strength  will  permit,  the 
crossing  is  really  painful:  som^  are  limping  with  the  sore- 
ness of  their  feet,  others  are  scarcely  able  to  stand  for  more 
than  a  few  minutes  from  the  heat  and  fatigue:  they  are 
all  oUiged  to  hah  and  rest  frequently,  and  at  almost  every 
stopping  place  they  fall  and  many  of  them  are  asleep  in  an 
instant;  yet  no  one  complains  and  they  go  on  with  great 
cheerfulness.  At  their  camp  Drewyer  and  Fields  joined 
them,  and  while  captain  Lewis  was  looking  for  them  at 
Medicine  river,  they  returned  to  repoH  the  absf nee  of 
Shannon  about  whom  they  had  been  very  uneasy.  They 
had  UUed  several  bnffaloe  at  the  bend  of  the  Missouri 
above  the  falls:  and  dried  about  eight  hundred  pounds  of  meat 
and  got  one  hundred  pounds  of  tallow:  they  had  also  killed 
some  deer,  but  had  seen  no  elk.  After  getting  the  party  in 
amotion  with  the  canoes  captun  Clarke  returned  to  his  camp 
at  Portage  creek. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Vt  tkeMUsmitri.  Mi 

W9  were  new  eecapied  in  ittwg  ii|^  m  bead  tf  iUw,  tlie 
tjfwm^  of  which  had  beea  prepered  Ibr  the  pwpote  at  Bar* 
p^r^t  feriT^  It  wa$  made  of  iroa,  thiriy-eix  twi  Ifuig,  fbar 
feet  %Ad  a  hafr  ia  the  beiMBf  aad  tweaty-nx  ineliee  wide  in 
the  bottow.  Tve  men  had  been  tent  diia  marainglbr  tim- 
ber to  eon»plete  it»  bat  they  eauM  find  loaroefy  any  e^aa 
telerably  straight  »tick«  four  and  a  lialf  feet  long,  aad  as  tke 
eottonwood  is  too  soft  and  lirittk  we  were  ebBged  ta  aea 
the  willow  and  l>ox-alder» 

Tuesday^  2$.    The  party  retoraed  to  the  lower  ean^ 

Two  men  were  seat  oa  the  largo  island  lo  look  ibr  timber. 

J.  Fields  was  sent  op  the  Missoari  to  hunt  eliii  bat  he  ra- 

tnrned  about  noon  and  informed  us  that  a  few  miles  above 

he  saw  two  white  bear  near  the  riTer,  and  in  attempting  to 

Are  at  them  eame  suddeidy  on  a  third,  who  bmag  only  a  few 

#teps  off  immediately  attaaked  him;  that  in  ranniagr  to 

^•oape  from  the  monster  he  leaped  down  a  steep  baak  of 

tbe  riyert  where  felling  on  a  bar  ef  stone  he  e»t  hit  hand  and 

JiBee  and  bent  his  gun;  but  fortanaitely  for  him  the  baid^ 

eeoeealed  him  from  his  anttigonist  m*  he  would  haTo  been 

mMt  probably  lo^.  The  ether  two  returned  with  a  smaM 

^laaatity  of  bark  aad  timber,  whieh  was  aU  they  eould  find 

on  the  island;  but  they  had  killed  two  elk:  these  were  Yalaa- 

blfly  as  we  are  desirens  ef  proonring  the  siuas  af  that  ani* 

piial  in  ordw  to  cover  the  beat,  as  they  are  more  strong  aad 

dar%ble  than  those  of  the  buflUoe,  and  do  not  shrink  so 

VHiedb  in  drying.    The  party  that  went  to  the  lower  oamp 

'  liad  one  canoe  and  the  baggage  carried  into  the  high  plain ' 

to  be  ready  in  the  morning,  and  then  all  who  could  make 

mm  of  their  feet  had  a  danee  on  the  green  to  the  moHO  of  a 

wioUo.    We  have  been  ansuccessfal  in  our  attempt  to  catch 

Aeh*  nor  does  there  seem  to  be  any  in  tl^  part  of  the  river. 

We  observe  a  number  of  water  terrapins.  l%ere  are  great 

^uaitCities   of  young    blaclcbirds  in    these   islands  jnsl 

bejgtamng  to  fly.  Among  the  vegetable  productions  we  ob- 

•erre  a  species  of  wijd  rye  which  is  now  hea^ng:  it  rises 
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fe  tke  he^kt  of  eigfatoen  or  twenty  inehes,  the  bemrd  re^ 
marfcAUy  Hm  and  soft;  the  eulen  li  jointed,  snd  in  every 
reqieet  exeept  in  height  it  resembles  the  wild  rye.  Great 
fototittoe  of  mint  too,  liiie  the  peppermint,  are  fonnd  het!|^ 

'Hm  winds  are  sometimes  violent  in  these  plains.  The 
lam  inform  us  that -as  they  were  bringing  one  of  the  eanoes 
along  OB  tmek-wheels,  they  hoisted  the  sail  and  the  wind 
carried  her  along  fbr  some  distance. 

Wednesday  S6.  Two  men  were  sent  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  for  harii  and  timber,  of  which  they  procnred 
tome,  but  by  no  means  enough  for  our  purposes.  Tlie  barit 
of  the  eottonwood  is  too  soft,  and  our  only  dependence  is  on 
the  sweet  willow,  whieh  has  a  tough  strong  bark;  the  two 
hunters  iiilled  seven  buikloe.  A  party  arrived  from  below 
with  two  eanoes  and  baggage,  and  the  vrind  being  from  the 
southeast,  they  had  made  considerable  progress  with  M 
•ails.  On  their  arrival  one  of  the  men  who  had  been  eon« 
•ideraUy  heated  and  fatigued,  swallowed  a  rery  hearty 
draught  of  water,  and  was  immediately  taken  ill;  captain 
Lewis  Ued  him  virith  a  penknife,  having  no  other  instrumait 
at  hand,  and  succeeded  in  restoring  him  to  health  the  next 
day.  Captain  ClariLc  formed  a  second  cache  or  deposit  near 
the  camp,  and  placed  the  swivel  under  the  rocks  near  the 
river.  The  antelopes  are  still  scattered  through  the  plalni^ 
the  females  with  their  young,  which  are  generally  two  i* 
numheri  and  the  males  by  themselves. 

Thursday  ST.  The  party  were  employed  in  prepariag 
timber  for  the  boat,  exeept  two  who  were  sent  to  hunt 
About  one  in  the  afternoon  a  cloud  arose  from  the  south* 
vrest  and  brought  with  it  violent  thunder,  lif^tning,  and 
hail:  soon  after  it  passed  the  hunters  came  in  from  abonl 
four  miles  above  us.  They  had  killed  nine  elk,  and  three 
bear.  As  they  were  hunting  on  the  river  they  saw  a  fow 
ground  covered  with  thick  brushwood,  where  from  the  tracks 
along  shore  they  thought  a  bear  had  probably  taken  refiige: 
thoy  therefore  landed,  without  making  a  noisO|  and  eliadMi 
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ft  tree  about  twenty  feet  &bo?e  the  groimd.    Bavfaig  flxed 
tkemaelves  seeure I7,  they  raited  a  k>ad  thent,  and  a  bear  in- 
stantly rushed  towards  them.    These  animals  nerer  diinbp 
and  therefore  when  he  eame  to  the  tree  and  stopped  to  looh 
at  them»  Drewyer  shot  him  in  the  head;  he  proved  to  bo  tiie 
largest  we  haye  yet  seen,  his  noise  aiq[ieared  to  be  like  that 
of  a  common  ox,  his  fore  feet  measured  nine  inehes  aeross^ 
and  the  bind  feet  were  seven  inehes  wide,  and  eleven  and 
three  quarters  long,  exelusive  of  the  talons.    One  of  these 
animals  eame  within  thirty  yards  of  the  eamp  last  ni^t,  and 
earried  off  some  boffaloe  meat  whieh  we  had  placed  on  a 
pole.     In  the  evening  after  the  storm  the  water  on  this  sido 
af  the  river  became  of  a  deep  erimsoa  eolouFt  probably 
eaused  by  some  stream  above  washing  down  a  kind  of  soft 
red  stone,  whieh  we  observe,  in  the  nei^ibouring  bluffs  and 
gullies*    At  the  camp  below,  the  men  who  left  us  in  the 
morning  were  busy  in  preparing  their  load  for  to-morrow, 
which  were  impeded  by  the  rain,  hail,  and  the  hard  wind 
fipom  the  northwest* 

Friday  M.  The  party  all  occupied  in  making  the  boat; 
they  obtained  a  sufficient  quantity  of  willow  bark  to  line  her» 
and  over  these  were  placed  the  elk  skins,  and  when  they 
fidled  we  were  obliged  to  use  the  buflhloe  hide.    The  white 
bear  have  now  become  exeeedin|^y  troublesome;  they  con* 
•tantly  infest  our  camp  during  the  night,  and  though  they 
have  not  attacked  us,  as  our  dog  who  patroles  all  night  gives 
na  notice  of  their  approach,  yet  we  are  obliged  to  sleep  with 
onr  arms  by  our  sides  .for  fbir  of  accident,  s^id  we  cannot 
send  one  man  alone  to  any  dbtaace,  particularly  if  he  has 
to  pass  through  brushwood.     We  saw  two  of  them  to-day 
eA*Uie  lai^  island  q^^osite  to  us,  but  as  we  are  all  so  much 
fAoupied  now,  we  mean  to  reserve  ourselves  for  some  lei- 
save  moment,  and  then  make  a  party  to  drive  them  from  the 
ialUBda*    The  river  has  risen  nine  inches  since  our  arrival 
here. 
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At  Pdrtefe  «reek  eapteb  Cburka  eMipleled  Um  ead», 
ia  whieh  we  deposited  whtttever  we  eoeld  spare  f  ron  eii^ 
tfcggagei  senie  MnnvBitienypreviflieiis,  boeks,  the  speeimeee 
ef  idmats  mad  niaerds*  and  a  draught  of  the  riTer  frem  its 
iatraaee  te  fcrtt  Mandaii.  After  elosiog  it  he  broke  up  the 
taeaayoient,  and  took  on  all  tke  remainiDg  baggage  to  the 
high  plains  aboot  three  auks.  Portage  ereek  has  risea 
^oasideraUy  ia  eoaseqaenee  of  the  raia,  and  the  water  hai 
beeome  of  a  deep  eriaisoa  eolour^  aad  ill  tasted;  oa  OTerta«> 
Uag  the  eaaoe  he  fbaad  that  diere  was  more  baggage  thaa 
eoaM  be  earried  on  the  two  earriages,  and  therefDre  left 
•ease  of  die  heaiy  artidbs  ¥rhieh  eoald  aot  be  iajared^  aad 
proeeeded  oa  to  Willowraa  where  he  eneaasped  fisrthe  night. 
Bore  thej  made  a  siqpper  oa  two  buffaloe  whieh  ikey  killed 
oa  the  way;  bat  passed  the  aightia  the  raia»with  ahigh 
ariad  flmn  the  southwest*   4n  the  monihig> 

Saturday  S9,  fiadiag  it  impossible  to  reaeh  the  ead  ef 
the  portage  with ,  their  prMont  load»  ia  eoaseqaeaee  of 
the  state  of  the  road  after  the  rain,  he  seat  baek  near* 
ly  all  his  piurty  to  briag  oa  tke  articles  which  had  beea 
left  yesterday.  Hating  lost  some  notes  and  reaMrks 
which  he  had  awde  oa  first  aeeeadihg  the  riTer^he  detoait 
aed  to  go  up  to  the  Vhitebear  islaads  along  its  baakst  ia 
or^  to  supply  the  defieieney.  He  there  left  one  asaa  te 
gnurd  the  baggage,  and  went  oa  to  the  faUs  aceoaipaaiai 
by  his  lerraat  York,  Chaboaeaa  fad  his  wife  wkh  her 
young  diild.  Op  his  arriral  there  he  obser?ed  a  very  duk 
^uM  rising  in  the  west  which  threatened  rain,  and  looked 
around  for  some  shelter,  but  eouM  find  ^o  plaoe  where  dwf 
would  be  secure  from  being  blown  into  the  rirar  if  Uie  wkst 
should  prove  as  Tiolent  as  it  sometimes  does  in  the  plaiai. 
At  length  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  aborc  die  fUle  he  fbaad 
a  deep  rarine  where  there  were  some  shehing  rodse,  aadar 
which  he  took  refuge.  They  were  oa  the  upper  side  of  ^Mie 
ruYine  near  the  riTcr,  perfectly  safe  from  the  rain,  aad  Uiom* 
fore  laid  down  their  guns»  oompaas,  and  other  aitieles  wUbh 
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iktj  etftM  witk  I^Bi.  The  thoiv^  wa*  tt  Irtt  Aodertlt, 
U  then  inereated  to  u  hnrf  rmkf  the  effipets  of  wklth  ifckoy 
did  not  feel:  toott  afleratorrratof  rain  andllaUdeteoadod} 
(ke  rain  seemed  to  fkll  hi  a  solid  mast « and  faMtantiy  eofieet* 
ing  in  tlie  ravine  came  rolling  down  in  a  dreadfU  evrreatt . 
earrying  the  mod  and  roelis,  and  ef ery  thing  thai  of^iosed 
it.  Captain  Clarke  fertunatelj  saw  it  a  moment  before  it 
reached  them,  and  springing  up  with  his  gm  and  shotponek 
in  his  left  hand,  with  his  right  elambered  up  the  steef 
Unffy  pushing  on  the  Indian  woman  with  her  ehild  in  her 
arms;  her  husband  too  had  seized  her  hand,  and  was  pnUing 
her  up  the  hillt  but  he  was  so  terriied  at  the  danger  that 
hut  for  eaptain  Chu*k,  himself  and  his  wife  and  ehild 
would  have  been  lost.  So  instantaneous  was  the  rise  of  tho 
water,  that  before  eaptain  Clarke  had  reached  bis  gnn  and 
began  to  ascend  the  bank,  the  water  was  up  to  his  wabt,  and 
he  eouM  scarce  get  up  faster  than  it  rose,  till  it  reached  tho 
lieight  of  fifteen  feet  whh  a  ftnrious  current,  which  had  they 
waited  a  moment  longer  would  have  swept  them  into  tho 
tiTer  Just  above  the  great  fells,  down  which  they  must  in- 
oWtaMe  have  been  precipitated.  Hey  reached  the  plain  ia 
safety,  and  found  York  who  had  separated  from  them  just 
before  the  storm  to  hunt  some  buflfkloe,  and  was  now  return- 
ing to  Ifaid  his  master.  They  had  been  obliged  to  eseapt 
to  rapidly  that  captain  Clfrke  lost  his  compass  and  umbrel- 
la, Chabotteau  loft  his  gun,  shotpouch,  and  tomahawk,  and 
ike  Indian  woman  had  Just  time  to  grasp  her  ehild,  befero 
ike  net  ia  which  it  lay  at  her  feet  was  carried  down  tho 
eorrcnt.  He  now  relinqnisked  kis  intention  of  going  up  tho 
tllper  and  returned  to  the  camp  at  WUlo wrun.  Here  he  found 
that  ike  party  sent  this  morning  for  the  baggage,  had  all  ro- 
iwrned  to  camp  in  great  eonfiision,  leaving  their  loado  in  tho 
pisiii.  Onaccoont  of  the  heat  tliey  generally  go  neariy  naked, 
and  vritk  no  covering  on  tiieir  heads.  The  hail  wsis  so  large 
swd  driven  so  furiously  against  them  by  the  hi^  wind,  that  it 
kaoekod  several  of  tkem  down:  one  of  them  partieulariy  wa» 
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iCumra  OB  tbe  grouad  three  tiiiiet»  and  most  tff  t^^ 
freely  and  complained  of  being  mntk  broiied.  Willow  ran 
had  risen  six  feet  sinee  the  raint  and  as  the  plains  were  so 
wet  that  they  could  not  proeeedf  they  passed  the  night  at 
their  eamp. 

At  the  Whitebear  eamp  also,  we  had  not  been  insena* 
Ue  to  the  hail-stormy  thouf^  less  exposed.   In  the  momiqg 
there  had  been  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  after  which  it  be* 
name  fair.  After  assigning  to  the  men  their  respectiTc  enip 
l^oymentsy  c^itain  Lewis  took  one  of  them  and  went  to  see 
the  large  fountain  near  the  falls.    For  about  six  miles  he 
passed  through  a  beautiful  lefel  plaint  and  then  on  reach- 
ing the  break  of  the  river  hills^  was  oTcrtaken  by  the  gust 
«f  wind  from  the  southwest  attended  by  lightningf  thunder» 
and  rain:  fearing  a  renewal  of  the  scene  on  the  t7th,  they 
tank  shelter  in  a  little  gnll]^  where  there  were  some  broad 
stmep  with  which  they  meant  io  protect  themseltes  against 
the  hail;  but  fortunately  there  was  not  mucht  and  that  of 
a  small  size;  so  that  they  felt  no  inconvenience  exeept  thai 
of  being  exposed  without  shelter  for  an  hour,  and  being, 
drenched  1^  the  rain:  after  it  was  over  they  proceeded  to 
the  fountain  which  is  perhaps  the  largest  in  Ameriea.   It 
is  situated  in  a  pleasant  level  j^ain,  about  twenty-five  yards 
firom  the  river^  into  which  it  falls  over  some  steep  irregular 
rocks  with  a  sudden  ascent  of  about  six  feet  in  one  part  of 
its  course.    The  water  boils  up  from  among  the  rocks  and 
with  sueh  force  near  the  centrcf  that  the  surfisce  seems 
higher  there  than  the  earth  on  the  sides  of  the  fountain# 
which  i%  a  handsome  turf  of  fine  green  grass.    The  water 
is  extremely  pure^  cold  and  pleasant  to  the  taste,  not  beisi; 
impregnated  with  lime  or  any  foreign  substance.  It  is  pei^ 
fectly  transparmt  and  continues  its  bluish  cast  for  half  a 
mile  down  the  Missouri,  notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of 
the  river.    After  examining  it  for  some  time  captain  Lewis 
returned  to  the  camp. 
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Sunday  sa.  In  the  morning  eaptain  Clarke  sent  the  men 
to  bring  up  the  baggage  left  in  the  plains  yesterday.    On 
their  retnm  the  axletreet  and  earriagea  were  repaired, 
and  the  baggage  eenveyed  on  the  thoulders  of  the  par^ 
across  milow  run  whieh  had  fallen  as  low  as  three  fbet. 
The  earriages  being  then  taken  OTery  a  load  of  baggage 
was  earned  to  the  six-mile  stake,  deposited  there,  and 
the  earriages  brought  baek.  Such  is  the  state  of  the  plains 
that  this  operation  consumed  the  day.  Two  men  were  sent 
to  the  fislls  to  look  for  the  articles  lost  yesterday;  but  they 
flmnd    nothing  but  the  compass  covered  with  mud  and 
^and  at  the  mouth  of  the  raYine;  the  place  at  which  cap- 
tain Clarke  had  been  caught  by  the  storm,  was  filled  with 
large  rocks.    The  men  complain  much  of  the  bruises  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  the  hail.    A  more  than  usual  num- 
ber of  buflfUoe  appeared  about  the  camp  to-day,  and  fur- 
nished plenty  of  meat:  detain  ClariLC*  thought  that  at  one 
Tiaw  he  must  have  seen  at  least  ten  thousand.  In  the  course 
of  the  day  there  was  a  heavy  gust  of  wind  fkmn  the  south- 
west, after  which  the  evening  was  &ir. 

At  the  Whitebear  camp  we  had  a  heavy  dew  this  morn- 
ings which  is  quite  a  remaikable  occurrence.    The  party 
eoBtinues  to  be  occupied  with  the  boat,  the  crossbars  for 
whieh  are  now  finisbedf  and  there  remain  only  the  strips 
to  eomplete  the  wood  worii:  the  skins  necessary  to  cover 
it  luive  already  been  prepared  and  they  ataiount  to  twenty^- 
•igkt  elk  duns  and  fonr-bnflaloe  skins.    Among  our  game 
were  two  beaver,  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  observe 
mlways  are  found  wherever  there  is  timber.   We  also  UUed 
a  large  bat  or  goatsucker  of  which  there  are  many  in  thib 
aei^bourhood,  resembling  in  eveiy  respect  those  of  the 
tame  species  in  the  United  States.    We  have  not  seen  th4 
leather-winged  bat  for  some  time,  nor  are  there  uy  pf  the 
anuJI  goatsucker  in  this  part  of  the  MissonrL    We  have 
not  seen  either  that  species  of  goatsucker  or  nighthawfc 
oalled  the  whippeorwiU,  whidi  is  eommenly  eeafouded 
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in  the  United  Stales  with  the  krge  goateoeker  whteh  we 
observe  here;  this  last  prepares  no  nest  but  lays  its  eggs  in 
the  open  plainsi  they  generally  begin  to  sit  on  two  eggs, 
and  we  believe  raise  only  one  brood  in  a  season:  at  the  pr|- 
sent  moment  they  are  just  hatehing  their  young. 

Monday^  July  U  After  a  severe  day's  work  eaptsin 
Clarke  reached  our  oamp  in  the  eveningt  aeeompaaied  by 
his  party  and  all  the  ba^age  except  that  left  at  the  six- 
mile  stake,  for  which  they  were  too  mueh  fatigued  to  re- 
turn.  The  route  from  the  lower  camp  on  Portage  credL 
to  that  near  Whitebear  island,  having  been  now  measured 
and  examined  by  captain  Clarke  was  as  follows: 

From  our  camp  opposite  the  last  considerable  rapid  to 
the  entrance  of  Portage  eredJL  south  9®  east  for  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile:  thenee  on  a  eoorse  south  10^  east  for  two 
milesy  though  for  the  eanoes  tte  best  route  u  to  the  left  of 
this  courset  and  strikes  Pm*tage  one  mile  and  three  quarters 
4hmi  its  entranoe,  avoiding  in  this  way  a  very  steep  hU 
which  lies  above  Portage  ereek:  from  this  sonth  18<»  west 
fbr  four  miles,  passing  the  head  of  a  drain  or  ravine  which 
ftUs  Into  the  Bfiseoiiri  betow  the  great  falls,  and  to  the  Wil- 
low run  whieh  has  always  a  plentifnl  supply  of  good  water 
and  some  timber:  hero  the  course  turns  to  south  4J^  west 
Ibr  four  miles  further;  then  soath  66^  west  throo  mllee» 
«0ising  at  the  beginning  of  the  eonrso  the  head  of  adrain 
which  falls  into  the  Missouri  at  the  Crooked  Palls,  and 
roaohing  an  elevated  pemt  of  the  plain  from  whidi  south 
4i^  west.  On  approadiing  the  river  on  this  eonrse  there 
is  a  long  and  gentle  deseent  from  the  kifjtk  pUin*  after 
which  the  road  turns  a  little  to  tiio  right  of  the  course  up 
the  river  to  our  camp.  The  whob  portage  is  oeventMa 
and  three  quarter  miles. 

▲t  the  Whitebear  oamp  we  wore  oeenpied  with  ^heboat 
Md  digging  a  |^t  ffar  the  purpose  of  making  smie  tar.  Hhm 
day  h^  been  warm,  and  jthe  mosquitoes  trouUcsomo.  W# 
wowfevioaate  miongh  to  ohosrvo  o«nai  altitudoa  of  tW 
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tei  witfi  sextant)  irfaidi  doee  our  arriTal  lt«re  we  faare  bMH 
prevented  from  dtnng,  by  flying  clonds  And  atoms  in  the 
eTening. 

Tnesday*  July  ^.  A  shower  of  rain  feU  rery  ^arly  this 
noming.  We  then  despatched  some  men  fbr  the  baggage 
left  behind  yesterday  and  the  rest  were  engaged  in  putting 
the  boat  together.  This  was  accomplished  in  aboat  three 
hours,  and  then  we  began  to  sew  on  the  leather  over  the 
crossbars  of  iron  on  the  inner  8i<te  of  the  boat  which  form 
the  ends  of  the  sections*  By  two  o'clock  the  last  of  the 
ba^age  arrived,  to  the  great  delight  qf  the  party  who  were 
anxious  to  proceed.  The  mosqnitoes  we  find  very  trouble* 
some.    ^ 

'  Having  completed  our  celestial  observations  we  went 
orer  to  the  large  island  to  make  an  attack  upon  its  inhabi- 
tants the  bears,  who  have  annoyed  us  very  much  of  latCf 
and  who  were  prowling  about  our  camp  all  last  night.  We 
found  that  the  patt  of  the  island  frequented  by  the  bear 
forms  an  almost  impenetrable  thicket  of  the  broadJeafed 
willow:  into  this  we  forced  our  way  in  parties  of  three;  but 
eonld  see  only  one  bear,  who  instantly  attacked  jDrewyer. 
Fortunately  as  he  wSis  rushing  on  the  hunter  shot  him 
through  the  heart  within  twenty  paces  and  he  fellf  which 
enabled  Drewyer  to  get  out  of  his  way:  we  then  followed 
him  one  hundred  ylt^ds  and  found  that  the  wound  had  been 
mort^.  Not  being  able  to  discover  any  more  of  these  ani- 
ilials  we  returned  to  camp;  here  in  turning  over  some  of  the 
Imggage  we  taught  a  rat  somewhat  larger  than  the  commott 
£urapean  rat,  and  of  a  lifter  colour;  the  body  and  outer 
yarts  of  the  l^s  and  head  of  a  light  lead  colour;  the  inner 
fide  of  the  legs  as  well  as  the  belly,  feet  and  ears  are  white; 
tlie  ears  are  not  covered  with  hair,  and  are  much  larger 
than  these  of  the  common  rat;  the  toes  also  are  longer^  the 
<^e8  black  and  prominent,  the  whiskers  very  long  and  fullf 
&e  tail  ratter  longer  than  the  body,  and  covered  with  fine 
fur  and  hair  of  Uie  same  sise  vrith  that  on  the  baek,  which 

▼ox.  I.  ^  p 
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l^t  W9  Itfwl  melt  altkM^(h  its  Beitt  «n  Tei7  fireqnent  aM^K 
the  oliA  of  roekt  and  hollow  treest  where  we  alio  fbiM 
Itfge  qnaatiOei  ofthe  iheUs  aad  teed  of  the  pmUy  petr, 
oa  wUeh  wa  eoaoMe  diey  olde^  wabmL    The  mmmpi^ 
tees  ave  innioiaioalj  tmnMirrfnTir     T^  wind  waa  i^pia 
Ugh  froM  (he  aMihweel:  tkeie  wiads  are  iafiietalwajs  the 
eoidott  aad  moit  violeat  whi A  we  experienee,  and  the  hy- 
pathesU  wUeh  we  haw  fiMrmed  on  that  taloeet  is,  that  the 
air  eDming  in  eoataet  with  the  Snowy  noontains  innedi* 
Mely  beeomet  ehilled  and  eondenved,  and  being  thos  ren- 
deiwd  heayier  than  the  air  below  it  deseendB  into  the  rarified 
air  below  or  into  the  Taouum  formed  by  the  eon«tant  aeliea 
af  the  Mitt  on  the  open  unsheltered  plaint.    T%it  eloadt  rite 
iaddenly  nen^  these  monntains  and  distribvte  their 
tents  partially  over  the  nei|^bottring  j^ains.    The 
eland  will  disdiarge  hail  alone  in  one  part,  hail  aad  rain  in 
aaother,  and  rain  mily  in  a  third,  and  all  within  the  apaee 
of  a  few  miles;, while  at  the  same  time  there  is  snow  fiiffing 
on  the  mountains  to  the  southeast  of  as.    There  is  at  pro- 
sent  no  snow  on  those  mountains;  that  whioh  eorered  them 
an  our  arrival  as  well  as  that  whieh  has  sinee  fhQen  havhif 
disan^ared.    Tlie  mountains  to  the  north  aad  northwast  rf 
as  are  still  entirely  cfivered  with  snow,  aad  indeed  Aeia 
has  been  no  peree^ble  diminution  ofH  unee  we  ftrst  saw 
thetUf  whieh  indiiees  a  belief  either  that  the  eknds  preva3«^ 
iag  at  this  season  do  not  reaeh  their  sammits  or  that  thsf 
deporit  their  snow  only.    Thcgr  glisten  with  great  beaalf 
when  the  sun  shines  on  them  in  a  particular  direetioa»  aal 
most  probably  from  this  ^tterfng  appearance  ImTO  Ai« 
rived  the  name  of  the  JShiaing  mountains. 

Wednesday,  S«    Nearly  the  whole  party  wara  emphy 
ed  in  dijbrent  labours  eonneoted  with  the  boat,  whieh  ii 
ttow  almost  completed:  bat  we  have  not  as  yet  been  aUa 
to  obtain  tar  from  our  kiln,  a  eireumstaiioe  that  will  «a» 
as  not  a  Utile  eabarta«mieat.    BtMng  be«i  tali 
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A^  a^  lidiftM  that  oa  leayiag  the  Mb  wa  «hmU 
^ist  the  bttffalM  eoantryt  ve  hate  before  as  the  pro$peet 
ef  fattii^  oeeuMmaUyi  but  ia  order  te  proTide  a  sup^ 
we  seat  eat  the  huaters  whe  lUUed  oaif  a  bnffaloe  aad 
two  antelopes,  which  added  to  six  beaTer  and  two  ottsr 
have  been  all  oar  game  ibr  two  or  tbrao  da^«  At  ten  ia 
the  morniog  we  had  a  slight  showeir  wWch  searoo^  wat 
.  the  grass. 

Thursday,  Jaly  4th.  The  boat  was  new  eonipleted  em- 
eept  what  is  in  fiict  the  most  diffieoH  part>  the  majuftg  Jw 
seams  secure.  We  had  intended  to  despateh  a  eaaae  with 
^rt  of  oar  men  to  the  Uotted  States  early  this  spring;  bat 
'«ot  having  yet  seen  the  Snake  Indians^  or  knowing  whether 
to  ealeulate  en  their  friendship  or  emnity^  we  have  dseided 
90t  to  weaken  oar  party  which  is  already  scarcely  siiffi* 
•lent  to  repel  any  hostility.  We  were  afraid  too  that  such 
a  saeasure  might  dishearten  those  whe  remain;  and  as  we 
have  never  suggested  it  to  them»  they  art  all  perfectly  and 
enthusiastically  attached  to  the  eatei^rise,  and  wUliag 
to  encounter  any  daager  to  entnre  its  saeeoss.  We  had  a 
hesury  dew  this  morning. 

Since  bur  arrival  at  the  falls  we  h^ve  repeatedly  heard 
a  strange  fioise  coming  from  the  mountains  in  a  direettna 
a  little  to  the  north  of  west  It  is  heard  at  differeat  peri- 
oda  of  the  day  and  ni^^ty  sometiBies  whra  the  air  is  per- 
fiseily  stiU  aad  without  a  cloudf  and  consists  of  one  stroke 
ettly^  or  of  five  or  six  dis<^barges  in  qnidi  suoeessiea.  It 
to  loud  i^nd  resembles  precisely  the  sound  of  a  six  pouad 
fieee  of  ordnance  at  the  distance  of  three  miles.  TUe 
Ifinnetarees  frequently  mentioned  this  .noise  like  thundeff 
whieh  they  said  the  mountains  made^  but  we  had  paid  no 
-«lteiitaoB  to  it,  believing  it  to  have  been  some  superstition 
er  perhaps  a  fitlsehood.  Hie  watermen  also  of  the  parly 
aay  that  the  Pawnees  and  Itiearas  give  the  same  account 
ef  a  noise  Iieard  in  the  Black  mountains  to  the  westward  ef 
tiieaa.    The  s^otiott  of  the  mys|ery  giv^  by  the  philoso- 
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phy  of  tbe  watermen  h,  that  it  it  occasioned  by  the  bnni* 
fng  of  the  rieh  mines  of  tilTer  confined  wiAin  the  bosom 
of  the  mountain.  An  elk  and  a  beayer  are  all  that  were  hS- 
led  to«day:  the  boffaloe  seemed  to  hafe  withdrawn  from  o«r 
neiJifhbonriiood,  though  scTcral  of  the  men  who  went  to-day 
to  Tisit  the  falls  for  the  first  time»  mention  that  they  are 
ttttl  abundant  at  timt  pla^.  We  contrived  however  to  spread 
not  a  Tery  snmptaons  but  a  comfortable  table  in  honour  of 
the  day>  and  in  the  erening  gaye  the  men  a  drinlc  of  spirits, 
which  was  the  last  of  our  stock.  Some  of  them  appeared 
•ensiUo  td  the  efltets  of  eren  so  small  a  quantity^  and  as  is 
Qsnal  among  thorn  on  all  fSestiyals^  the  fiddle  was  produced 
and  a  'dance  beg^n,  which  lasted  till  nine  o'clock^  when  it 
was  interrupted  by  a  heavy  shower  of  rain.  They  eontimt- 
ed  howcTcr  their  merrimoit  till  a  late  hour. 

Friday  5.  Tlie  boat  was  brou^t  op  into  a  high  situa- 
tion and  fires  kindled  under  her  in  order  to  dry  her  more 
expeditiously.  Despairing  now  of  procuriT«g  any  tar,  wte 
fi»rmed  a  composition  of  pounded  char^ttil  with  beeswax 
and  bnflTaloe  tlkllow  to  supply  its  place;  should  this  re- 
oource  fiiil  us  it  will  be  rery  unfortunate,  as  in  every  other 
respect  the  boat  answers  our  purposes  completely.  Al- 
though not  quite  dry  she  can  be  carried  with  ease  by  fivo 
men;  her  form  is  as  eomplete  as  could  be  wished;  very  strong, 
and  will  carry  at  least  eight  thousand  pounds  with  hereom- 
^ement  of  hands.  Besides  our  want  of  tar,  we  have  been 
imlueky  in  sewing  the  skins  with  a  needle  which  Imd 
•harp  edges  instead  of  a  point  merely,  although  a  large 
thong  was  used  in  order  to  fill  the  hole,  yet  it  shrinks  Ui 
drying  and  leaves,  the  hole  open,  so  that  we  fear  die  boat 
willlcak. 

A  large  herd  of  bnflUoe  came  near  us  and  we  procni^ 
three  of  them:  Iicsides  which  were  killed  two  wolves  vaA 
three  antelopes.    In  the  course  of  the  day  other  herds  of 
bnfihloe  came  near  our  camp  on  their  way  down  the  river: 
these  herds  bmvo  with  great  method  nnd  regulari^. 
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iithough  ten  or  twelve  herds  ure  seen  sentt^fred  Aron  eaeh 
ether  oyer  a  spaee  of  many  nriles^  yet  if  they  are  undistiirb- 
ed  by  pursuit  they  will  be  uniformly  travelling  in  the 
same  direotlon. 

Saturday  6.  Last  night  there  were  several  Aowers  of 
rain  and  hail,  attended  with  thunder  and  lightning:  and 
about  day  breali  a  heavy  storm  eameonfrom  the  southwest 
with  one  eontinued  roar  of  thundert  and  ndn  and  haiL  The 
hail  whieh  was  as  large  as  muidLet  batls,  eevered  thegi*ound 
completely;  and  on  eolleetlng  some  of  it,  it  lasted  during 
the  day  and  served  to  eool  the  water.  .The  red  and  yellow 
currant  is  abundant  and  now  ripe,  although  still  a  IttUe 
aei#  We  have  seen  in  this  nei^bourhood  what  we  have 
not  met  before,  a  remarkably  small  fox  whieh  assoeiijtes 
in  bands  and  burrows  in  the  pndrie,  Hlte  the  small  w<rif,  but 
have  not  yet  b^ien  able  to  obtain  any  of  them,  as  they  are 
extremely  vigilant,  and  beialLe  themselves  on  the  slightest 
alarm  to  their  burrows  whieh  are  very  deep. 

Sunday  7.  lii^.  weather  is  warm  but  eloudy,  so  that 
the  moisture  retained  by  the  bark  after  iht  rain  leaves  it 
slowly^  though  we  have' small  fires  constantly  u|ider  the 
boat*  We  have  no  tents,  and  thei^ore  are  oUiged  to  use 
the  sails  to  keep  off  the  bad  weather.  -  Our  buffiiloe  skins 
too,  are  seareely  suflieient  to  cover  our  baggage,  but  the 
fenen  are  now  dressing  others  to  replaee  their  present  lea- 
ther clothing,  whidh  soon  rots  by  being  so  constantly  expo- 
sed to  water.  In  the  evening  the  hunters  returned  with 
the  skins  of  only  three  lmflUoe,two  antel<^,  four  deer,  and 
three  wdf  sjdns,  and  reported  that  the  buffaloe  had  gone 
further  down  the  river^  two  other  hunters  who  left  us  this 
morning  could  find  nothing  except  one  elk;  in  addition  to 
this  vo  caught  a  beaver.  The  musquitoes  stilt  disturb  us 
Tery.mneh^  and  the  blowing-flies  swarm  in  vast  numbers 
roond  the  boat.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  had  a  light 
shower  of  rain  attended  with  some  thunder  and  lightning. 
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tke  rirw  whieh  be  h^  kft«  «ii4  wUeh  he  wgft  preTenteA 
frna  sq^yiag  by  the  fterm  of  tiM  twenty ^^niath  ak.  e^^ 
tmia  Ckrke  «et  out  after  bi-eakfaet,  taking  with  him  arari^ 
the  whole  party  with  a  view  of  shooting  buffidoe  if  tliero 
thoold  be  any  near  the  tsJOm.  After  igetting  some  dietaMO 
ia  the  piaim  the  men  were  divMed  into  squads^  and  he  with 
two  ottiere  atraefc  the  BfiBOoarl  at  the  entranee  of Mediaiae 
rivWfaadtheaeeproee^deddowa  to  the  great  eataraet.  B0 
fiNnd  UuU  the  immense  herdg  of  baflBUoe  haYO  entirely  dia- 
appearedtaad  he  thonght  had  gone  below  the  falls.  Hatim 
iude  the  noeesoary  loeasnremenu,  he  rotumed  tl»*eiigh  the 
flaiaa  and  reaehodeaaip  lata  in  the  evening;  the  wholf|par« 
tjr  had  Ullodoaly  three  bnilhloe,  three  antetf^^  and  a  de^ 
^y  had  idso  shot  a  tmalt  fox»  and  brought  a  UTing  grounds 
aiahrrel  somewhat  larger  than  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  degr  was  warm  and  &ir»  hot  a  slight  rain  fell  in 
the  afternoon.  The  boat  ha?i6g  now  beeomesoAeientlydrjy 
we  gave  It  a  4^wi  of  the  eoa^osition,  wlueh  after  a  proper 
iMorval  was  repeated,  and  the  next  moraiogf 

TneUay  9,  she  was  lanehed  into  the  water,  and  swam 
yerfeetly  weUc  the  seats  w^re  then  fixed  and  the  oars  fittei^ 
hut  after  we  had  loaded  hoTt  as  well  as  the  oanoesy  and  were 
OA  the  point  of  setting  ont  a  ^leat  wind  caused  Um  waves 
to  wet  the  baggage^  so  that  we  were  foreed  to  unload  ihem. 
The  wind  oontinued  high  till  eyadng,  when  to  our  giseat 
disappointment  we  dise^vered  that  neariy  all  the  eomposi* 
tiM  had  separated  from  the  skins^  and  left  the  seam»|mr- 
fsetly  exposed;  so  that  the  boat  now  leaked  very  moeh.  To 
repair  tl^e  misfbrtune  without  pitch  is  impossible,  and  as 
none  of  that  .artiele  is  to  be  proeured,  we  Aecefore,  haW'- 
never  relaotaatlyf  are  obliged  to  abandon  her,  after  huYiag 
had  so  mneh  labour  in  the  eonslmotidn.  We  now  saw  that 
tha  seetioa  of  the  boat  ooverod  with  buffaloe  ddbss  onn^ieh 
hak  had  been  left,  answered  better  tihaa  the  dfc  skins  and 
leaked  but  UtUo}  while  that  jpart  whieh  was  oorered  with 
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pMrfeetly » and  remftbied  smad  iiad  dry*  From  tbU  we  p«f^ 
WTod  that  had  we  .emi^ayed  ba^Uoa  iiiit^Ul  of  elk  tUatf 
and  net  singed  them  to  elosely  im^  we  lagm  doae,  e|MfUl{f 
i^oiding  to  eat,  the  lelttber  in  eewtog»  the  hoai  weidd  hsee 
heen  taffleient  eren  witii  the  prefteat  eompetdtiMf  or  had  w* 
idaged  instead  ef  thafing  the  elk  eUns  we  n^il^t  hate  taa* 
eeeded*  But  we  diee<^?ered  oer  eiifor  too  late:  the  boflhlee 
h«d  deserted  ns^  the  trateffiiq^  seasoa  was  se  fast  adtaor 
eittg  that  we  had.no  time  te  spai^  for  eaEpertments»  and  theae* 
^Sttre  ftttdingr  that  she  eoold  he  noioi^p  osefiil  she  was  sunk 
IB  the  waterv  so  as  to  soflen  the  sluns  and  enable  us  tkp 
more  eanly  to  take  her  to  pieees.  It  now  heeanae  neeessaf^ 
$o  profide  other  mean^for  tram^t^rtiiig  the  baggage  whiek 
we  had  iatended  to  stow  in  her.    For  this  purpose  we  shd| 
want  two  eaooeSf  bjjat  finr  many  miles  below  the  month  of 
Ae  M  aseleshell  river  to  thh  plaee,  we  hare  not  seen  a  sin- 
gle tree  flt  ta  be  used  in  that  way.    The  knnters  howetW 
wko  had  hitherto  been  sent  after  timberi^nettlionthat  theM 
is  a  low  gronad  on  the  ofgpositeeide  of  therirerj  aboat  eight 
asiles  abore  us  by  land,  and  mere  than  twiee  that  distanee 
Ity  water,  in  iHiieh  we  may  probaUy  find  trees  fao^  enou|^ 
fiHTOttrpui^oses.  Captafai  (ilai^e  thereftm  determined  I0 
•at^ut  by  land  fbr  that  j^iee  with  ten  of  tiie  best  Workmett 
mho  would  be  oeeupied  in  bidding  the  emmes  till  the  rest  of 
the  pnrty,  after  taking  the  bant  to  pieees  and  makhig  dm 
aeeessary  deposits,  should  transport  the  baggage  and  jote 
them  With  the  other  six  eanoes. 

Wednesday  io.  He  accordingly  passed  oTer  to  tike  cqpporita 
aMeof  the  rirer  with  Us  party,  and  proceeded  on  eig^tmifib 
hfr  land,  the  distance  by  water  being  twenty^three  mid  tftfea 
^l^mrt^ndles.  Hm*e  he  found  two  eottmiwoed  trees,  bat  on 
eiatting  them  down,  one  proTed  to  be  hollow,  q^  at  the  top 
iafhUing,  and  boOt  were  much  damaged  St  the  bottom^  Ho 
aemrebed  t^nelghbonrhoodbuteoiddilndnoneifrhidiwoali 
a«H1mtter^mdtImr^<nrewftsoUjgedta  mskontesCfliose 
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Vhieli  lie  had  MMf  dkorteiiiag  them  III  erder  to  aTeid  1k» 
onckt^  and  soiqiljiDg  the  defieieney  b;  makipg  them  jw  wide 
M  potiiUe.  Tb^  were  equally  at  a  lose  f^  wood  of  wkkh 
theymif^t  make  haiMflet  fer  their  nett  the  ejes  of  whidi 
IM^tbeiAg  roaad  they  were  obliged  to  iplit  the  timber  in  eiteh 
a  mawier  that  thirteen  of  the  handles  broke  in  the  eomrse  ef 
the  dBj,  thop^  made  of  the  best  wood  they  eonld  find  fer 
the  purpoie»  which  was  the  ehofceeherr^. 

The  rest  of  the  party  took  the  fhane  of  the  heat  to  pit- 
ees>  deposited  it  in  a  eaehe  or  hole^  with  a  draught,  of  the 
eonntry  from  fort  Mapdan  to  this  plaee*  and  also  seme  other 
papers  and  small  articles  of  less  importiMice.  After  this  we 
amused  onrselTes  with  fishing*  and  although  we  had  thoo^t 
on  our  arrival  that  there  were  none  in  this  part  of  the  river, 
we  eanght  some  of  a  species  of  white  ohub  below  thefidlsy 
bnt  few  in  nnmber,  and  small  in  sive. 
.    Serjeant .  Ordway  with  fyur  eanoes  and  eight  mm  had 
set  sail  in  the  mornipg,  with  part  of  the  baggage  to  the 
IJUiee  where  captayi  Clarke  had .  fixed  his^MMimp^  but  the 
wind  WM  so  hi|^  that  he  on^  reached  within  three  milah 
of  that  pUoe,  and  encamped  for  the  night 
,'    Thursday^  July  il.  In  die. morning  one  of  the  eanoee 
joined  captain  Clarke:  the  other  three  having  on  board  mere 
valuable  artiples^  vrhich  would  have  been  injured  by  the  wa- 
ter^ went  on  more  eautionsly^  and  did  not  reach  Che  eam|». 
tUl  the  evening.  Captain  Clarke  then  had  the  eanoes  onload** 
ed  and  sent  baok^  but  the  high  wind  prevented  their  jBoat^ 
ing  down  neorer  than  about  eight  miles  above  us.    His  par- 
ty were  busily  engaged  with  the  canoes,  and  their  hupters 
suppled  them  with  three  fat  deer  and  a  bi^Sdoct  in  additkai . 
to  two  deer  and  an  antelope  killed  yesterdfiy.    The  few  mei^ 
who  were  vdth  captain  Levris  were  oeciq^ed  in  huntim^ 
but  with  not  mudi  success,  having  killed  only  one  bnffi^ 
loe.  They  heatd  abput  sunset  two  discharges  of  the  tre«- 
mendous  mountain  artillery:  they,  also  saw  several  verjT; 
^^^^^  V^  Mji^  BHich  teller  than  those  of  the  United 
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Up  the  Missouri  Stf 

Itatet,  and  most  prdbaUy  a  distinot  speeks,  tkong^  ih»  baU 
•agle  of  tbU  eonntry  is  nat  quite  se  large  as  that  of  tha 
United  States.  Tlte  men  hare  been  nueb  afflieted  witk 
painful  whitlows^  and  one  of  them  disabled  from  woriung  by 
ttds  eomplaiBt  in  his  hand. 

Fridaj»  12.  In  consequence  of  the  wind  the  eanoes  did  not 
reaefa  the  lover  camp  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  before  whieli 
linie  captain  Lewis  sent  all  the  men  he  could  spare  up  th# 
riTcr  to  assist  in  building  the  boats,  and  the  day  was  too  far 
adranoed  to  reload  and  send  them  up  before  morning.  Tfad 
masquitoes  are  Tcry  troublesome^  and  they  have  a  companion 
not  less  so,  a  large  black  gnat  which  does  not  sting,  but  at* 
lacks  the  eyes  in  swarms*    The  party  with  captain  Clarke 
are  employed  on  the  canoes;  in  the  course  of  the  work  Ser- 
jeant Pryor  dislocated  his  shoulder  yesterday,  but  H  waa 
replaeed  imme^tely,  and  though  painful  does  not  threatea 
much  injury*    The  hunters  brought  in  three  deer  and  tw« 
otter.     Tliis  last  animal  has  been  numerous  since  the  water 
has  beeotne  sufficiently  clear  for  them  to  take  fish.    Hie 
Mue-erested  flsher,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  kingw 
fUiher,  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  part  of  the  river;  it  is  a  bird 
rare  on  the  Missouri;  indeed  we  had  not  seen  more  tbaa 
tkree  or  fbnr  of  them  from  its  entrance  to  Maria^  river# 
and  eTcn  those  did  not  seem  to  reside  on  the  Missouri  but  on 
some  of  the  dearer  streams  which  empty  into  it,  as  they 
were  seen  near  the  mouths  of  those  streams. 

Saturday  id.  The  morning  being  fair  and  calm  ciq^tahi 
jLewis  had  all  the  remaining  baggage  embariied  on  board  the 
six  canoes,  which  sailed  with  two  men  in  each  for  the  up- 
per camp*    Then  with  a  sick  man  and  the  Indian  woman,  he 
left  ilie  encampment,  and  crossing  over  the  river  went  on 
hj  land  to  join  captain  Clarke*  From  the  head  of  tl^e  White- 
bear  inlands  he  proceeded  in  a  southwest  direction,  at  the 
ihtmnee  of  three  miles,  till  he  struck  the  Missouri,  which 
Ira  tlien  followed  till  he  reached  the  place  where  all  the  party 
were  occupied  in  boat*bnflding.    On  hid  way  he  passed  a  ve* 
TOXi.  I*  ^  q 
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%9$  Lewi$  and  Clarh?$  EaptdiHon 

ry  large  Indian  lodge>  whieh  was  probably  desif^ned  ai  a 

p-eat  conneil-honfeybntit  differs  in  its  construction  fkvm  lA 

that  we  hare  seen  lower  down  the  Missouri  or  elsewhere. 

The  form  of  it  was  a  circle  two  hundred  and  sixteen  feet  &i 

circumference  at  the  base,  and  composed  of  sixteen  laiyi 

eottonwood  poles  about  fifty  feet  long*  and  at  their  dicker 

ends»  which  touched  the  ground^  about  the  size  of  a  man's 

body:  they  were  distributed  at  equal  distances,  except  thai 

one  was  omitted  to  the  east,  probably  for  the  entrance.  FroM; 

the  circumference  of  this  circle  the  poles  con?erged  towards 

the  centre  where  they  were  united  and  secured  by  lar^ 

withes  of  willow  brush*    There  was  no  covering  over  thk 

{klH*ic,  in  the  centre  of  which  were  the  remains  of  a  iarg^ 

fire,  and  round  it  the  marks  of  about  eighty  leatliem  ledges* 

He  also  saw  a  number  of  turtledoves,  and  some  pIgeoBSy 

of  which  he  shot  one  differing  in  no  respect  from  tlie  wtti 

pigeon  of  the  United  States.    The  country  exhibits  its  os^ 

al  appearances,  the  timber  confined  to  the  river,  the  eooft- 

try  on  both  sides  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  being  entive^ 

destitute  of  trees  or  brush.    In  the  low  ground  in  which  va 

are  building  the  canoes,  the  timber  is  larger  and  mere  ahim« 

dant  than  we  have  seen  it  on  the  Missouri  for  several  hmi- 

dred  miles.    The  soil  too  is  good,  for  the  grass  and  weeds 

reach  about  two  feet  high,  being  the  tallest  we  have  obser* 

Tcd  this  season,  though  on  the  high  plains  and  prairies  Ae 

grass  is  at  no  season  above  three  inches  in  height.    AmQm§ 

these  weeds  are  thcsandrush,  and  nettle  in  small  quaatitiesi 

the  plains  are  still  infested  by  great  numbers  of  the  smafi. 

birds  already  mentioned,  among  whom  is  the  brown  onrlew. 

The  current  of  the  river  is  here  extremely  gentle^  the  hiife- 

&loc  have  not  yet  quite  gone,  for  the  hunters  brought  ia  ttaecr 

in  very  good  order.    It  requires  some  diligence  to  siipp]jr«» 

plentifully,  for  as  we  reserve  our  parched  meal  for  the  Beekjr 

mountains,  where  we  do  not  expect  to  find  much  gaaie»4HMr 

^noipal  article  of  food  is  meat,  and  the  coasumption  of  llsi^ 

whole  thirty-two  pSHeut Jioloiigiiq;  to  the  party,  amente 
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Up.  the  Jlti$$ouTL  29t 

I0  ftiir  deert  an  ^k  and  a  deer,  or  one  buflUoe  qt«7  twen- 
ty four  boura*  The  mncMiuitoes  and  gnati  persecute  uf  at 
violently  as  below^  so  that  we  oanget  no  sleep  unless  defend* 
ad  by  biers,  with  which  we  are  ail  provided.  We  hwa 
ftund  several  plants  hitherto  unliLnown  to  us,  and  of  whielt 
we  preserved  qieeimens. 

Serjeant  Ordway  proceeded  with  the  six  canoes  :fiva 
miles  up  the  river,  but  the  wind  becoming  so  high  as  to  wet 
the  baggage  be  was  obliged  to  unload  and  dry  it.  The  wind 
•bated  at  five  o'clocic  in  the  evening^  when  he  again  pro- 
aeeded  eight  miles  and  encamped.    The  next  momingt 

Sunday,  July  14,  he  joined  us  about  noon.  On  leaving 
the  Whitebear  camp  he  passed  at  a  short  distance  a  little 
areek  or  ran  coming  in  on  the  left.  This  had  been  already 
esamined  and  called  Flattery  run;  it  contains  back  wateip 
oily,  wkh  very  extensive  low  grounds,  which  rising  into 
large  plains  reach  the  mountains  on  the  east;  then  passed  a 
vrflinw  island  on  the  left  within  one  mile  and  a  half,  and 
reaehed  two  miles  further  a  cliff  of  rocks  in  a  bend  on  the 
wuBkB  side.  In  the  course  of  iviother  mile  and  a  half  he  pas- 
sed two  blands  covered  with  eottonwood,  box-alder,  sweet- 
willow,  and  the  usual  undergrowth,  like  that  of  the  White* 
bear  islands.  At  thirteen  and  three  quarter  miles  he  came 
to  the  mouth  of  a  small  creek  on  the  left;  within  the  fol- 
lowing nine  miles  he  passed  three  timbered  islands,  and  af- 
ter asaiung  twenty-three  and  a  quarter  miles  from  the  lower 
^aasp,  arrived  at  the  point  of  woodland  on  the  north  where 
Ae  eauoes  were  constructed. 

The  day  was  fair  and  warm;  the  men  worked  very  in- 
dustriously, and  were  enabled  by  the  evening  to  lanch  the 
boots,  which  now  want  only  seats  and  oars  to  be  complete. 
•ae  of  them  is  twenty-five,  the.  other  thirty-three  feet  in 
iHigth  and  three  feet  wide.  Captain  Lewis  walked  out  be- 
tWeea  three  and  four  mites  over  the  rocky  blufis  to  a  high  . 
dteatiottf  two  miles  from  the  river,  a  little  below  Fort 
Momtain  ereek.  The  country  whic^  he  saw  was  in  mostparts 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Idtelf  bat  ocemdonmUjr  b«MiM  Tmried  by  gentle  tisot  lai 
idsMDtSf  bvl  with  no  timber  exeept  mlong  the  wnMr.  From 
tUt  poriUonf  the  point  nt  whieh  the  Mitiouri  enters  Ike 
flrtt  ehuin  of  the  Boeky  mountains  bore  south  t8^  west 
nbont  twenty-flTe  miles»  aeeording  to  oar  estimate. 

The  northern  extremity  of  that  elmin  north  7d^  westi^ 
^e  distanee  of  eighty  miles. 

To  the  same  extremity  of  the  seeond  ehain  north  €6^ 
west  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

T^  the  most  remote  p^t  of  a  third  and  eontinned  ehain 
of  these  monntafais  north  60^  west  about  two  hundred  miles* 

Hie  direetion  of  the  first  ehain  was  firom  south  20*"  cast 
to  north  W^  west;  of  the  seeondf  from  south  4i5*  east  to 
north  45*  westi  but  the  eye  eould  not  reaeh4hMr  southern 
extremities^  whieli  most  probably  may  be  traeed  to  Mexioa. 
In  a  eourse  south  7^  west»  and  at  the  distanee  of  e%lit 
miles  is  a  mountain,  whieh  from  its  appearance  we  shall  eall 
F^t  Mountain.  It  is  situated  in  the  level  plain,  and  iovmm 
nearly  a  square,  eaoh  side  of  which  b  a  mile  in  extmit. 
These  sides,  whieh  are  oomposed  of  a  yellow  clay  wilh*!^ 
mixture  of  rook  or  stone  whatCTer,  rise  perpendiculariy  to 
the  height  of  three  hundred  feet,  where  the  top  beeomes  a 
level  plain  eovered,  as  captain  Lewis  now  observed^  with  a 
tolerably  fertile  mould  two  feet  thick,  on  which  was  a  ooaft 
of  grass  similar  to  tiiat  of  the  {dain  below:  it  has  the  sy» 
pearanee  of  being  perfectly  inaccessible,  and  although  dm 
mounds  near  the  falls  somewhat  resemUo  it^  yet  none  off 
them  are  so  large. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

The  part/  •mbtrk  on  board  the  oanoes— Deseriptiwi  of  8mith*t  riycr—ChArae* 
ter  of  the  country,  &c* — ^Devbome^s  riycr  described— Captain  Clarke  pre- 
eedet  the  party  for  the  purpose  of  diseoTering  the  Indians  of  the  Rock^ 
mooatamt— Ma{;nifieent  ro^  appcaraaees  on  the  borders  of  ^e  rher  do- 
aiiiiuaa<icd  tho  Ga<et  of  the  Boaky  mcwntains  Captam  ChuFko  afrires  at  the 
three  forks  of  the  IbCsaouri  without  orertaliog  the  Ipdiant**Th6  party  ar* 
rive  at  the  three  forks,  of  which  a  particular  and  iatereatbf  description  is 
g^ren. 

MondajTy  July  15.  We  ros^  eftriy,  enbaiiLed  all  our  bag- 
gage on  board  the  canoes,  irbioh  though  light  in  number  are 
i^  heavily  loaded,  and  at  ten  o'eloek  set  out  on  our  journey* 
At  the  distance  of  three  miles  yre  passed  an  island,  just  above 
which  is  a  small  creek  coming  in  from  the  left,  which  vre 
ealled  Fort  Moontain  creek,  the  channel  of  which  is  ten 
^rds  wide  but  now  perfectly  dry.    At  six  miles  we  came  to 
an  island  opposite  to  a  bend  towards  the  north  side;  and* 
reached  at  seven  and  a  half  miles  the  lower  point  of  a 
woodland  at  the  entrance  of  a  beautiful  river,  which  in  ho- 
nour of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  we  called  Smith's  river. 
This  strepim  falls  into  a  bend  on  the  south  side  of  th^ 
Missouri,  and  is  eighty  yards  wide.    As  far  as  we  could 
^aeera  its  course  it  wound  through  a  charming  valley 
towards  the  southeast,  in  which  many  herds  of  buffaloe 
.  were  feeding,  till  at  the  distance  of  twenty-five  miles  it 
entered  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  was  lost  from  our  view* 
After  dining  near  this  place  we  proceeded  on  four  and 
three  quarter  miles  to  the  head  of  an  island;  four  and  a 
quarter  miles  beyond  which  is  a  second  island  on  the  left; 
three  and  a  quarter  miles  further  in  a  bend  of  the  river 
towards  the  north,  is  a  wood  where  we  encamped  for  the 
fDghti  af^r  making  nineteen  and  three  quarter  miles. 
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We  lliid  the  priekly  pear»  one  of  the  greatest 
tics  as  well  as  the  greatest  iBeenTenraiees  of  the  {Aaias^ 
now  in  full  bloom.  The  sanfiower  too,  a  phuit  e<»iinioa 
on  every  part  of  the  Missouri  firom  its  entraaee  to  thk 
place,  is  here  ycry  abundant  and  in  bloom.  Hie  lambs^ 
quarter,  wild-cucumber,  sandrush,  and  narrowdoek  are  also 
eommon.  Two  elk,  a  deer,  and  an  otter,  were  our  game 
to-day. 

The  river  has  now  beeome  so  much  more  crooked 
than  below  that  we  omit  taking  all  its  short  meanders, 
but  note  only  its  general  eoorse,  and  lay  down  the  small 
bends  on  our  daily  ehart  by  the  eye.  The  general  width 
is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  Along 
the  banks  are  large  beds  of  sand  raised  above  the  |riains, 
and  as  they  always  appear  on  the  sides  of  the  river  oppo- 
site to  the  southwest  exposure,  seem  obviously  brought 
there  from  the  channel  of  the  river  by  the  incessant  winds 
from  that  quarter:  we  find  aTso  more  timber  than  for  a  great 
dktance  below  the  falls. 

Tuesday  16.  There  was  a  heavy  dew  last  night.  Wm 
*  soon  passed  about  forty  little  booths,  formed  of  wiBow 
bushes  as  a  shelter  against  the  sun*  Hiese  seemed  to  have 
been  deserted  about  ten  days*  and  as  we  supposed  by  th« 
Snake  Indians,  or  Shoshonees,  whom  we  hope  soon  to  meet, 
as  they  appeared  from  the  tracks  to  have  a  number  of 
horses  with  them.  At  three  and  three  quarter  miles  we 
passed  a  creek  or  run  in  a  bend  on  the  left  side,  and  fbttr 
miles  further  another  run  or  small  rivulet  on  the  right.  Af- 
ter breakfasting  on  a  bufial.oe  shot  by  one  of  the  hunters^ 
captain  Lewis  resolved  to  go  on  ahead  of  the  party  to  the 
point  where  the  river  enters  the  Rocky  mountains  aisd 
make  the  necessary  observations  before  our  airival.  Ha 
therefore  set  out  with  Drewyer  and  two  of  the  sick  mett 
to  whom  he  su[qK>sed  the  walk  would  be  useful:  he  traveOed 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  through  a  handsome  lerel 
plain^  which  continued  on  the  opposite  side  also,  and  at  the 
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dfaitMiee  of  eight  nilea  patted  a  tm^l  ttremm  ta  vUeh  be 
ebterred  a  eonsideraUe  quantity  of  Uie  atpea  tree.  A  little 
iMfiire.twelfe  o'cloek  he  halted  on  a  bend  to  the  north  in  a 
lair-  ground  well  corered  with  tiniber»  about  four  and  a 
half  niilet  below  the  monntaint,  and  obtained  a  meridiai| 
altitude,  bj  wUeh  he  foaad  the  latitude  wat  N.  46''  46^  bff 
It".  Hit  rente  then  lay  through  a  high  waying  jdain  to  a 
rapid  where  the  Mittouri  flrtt  leaves  the  Roeky  mountalnt^ 
and  here  he  eneamped  for  the  night* 

In  the  meantime  we  had  proeeeded  after  breakfiut  ona 
pile  to  a  bend  in  the  left,  opposite  to  wbieh  wat  the  frame 
of  a  large  lodge  situated  in  the  prairie,  eonttmeted  like  thai 
already  fnentioned  aboire  the  "Whitebear  islands,  but  only 
mXj  feei  in  diameter:  round  it  were  the  remaint  of  abolnt . 
eigbty  leathern  lodges,  all  which  teemed  to  have  been 
built  doriiq;  the  latt  autumn;  within  the  next  fifteen  and  a 
quarter  milet  we  passed  ten  islands,  on  the  last  of  which 
we  encamped  near  the  right  shore,  having  made  twenty- 
three  miles*  The  next  morning, 

,  :Vedaesday  17,  we  set  out  early,  and  at  four  miles  dis- 
t^iute  joined  captain  Lewis  at  the  foot  of  the  n^ids,  and 
after  breakfast  began  the  passage  of  them;  some  of  the  ar« 
-tioles  most  liable  jto  be  injured  by  the.  water  were  car- 
ried round.  We  then  double  manned  the  canoes,  and  with 
tl^e  aid  of  the  towing-line  got  them  up  without  accident. 
Por  several  mUes  below  the  rapidfi  the  current  of  the  Mis« 
toiuri  becomes  stronger  as  you  approach,  and  the  spurs  of 
the  mountain  advance  towards  the  river,  which  is  deep  and 
not  more  than  seventy  yards  wide:  at  the  nqiids  the  river 
it  olosely  hemmed  in  on  both  sides  by  the  hills,  and  foamt 
^nhalf  a  mile  over  the  rocks  which  obstruct  its  channel. 
I^jbe  low  grounds  are  now  not  more  than  a  few  yar^s  in 
vi4th,  but  they  furnish  room  for  an  Indian  road  which 
winds  under  the  hills  on  the^  north  side  of  the  river.  The 
feudal  range  of  these  hills  is  from  southeast  to  northwest, 
and  the  cliffs,  themselves  are  about  eight  hundred  feet  above 
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the  wMcr,  fiiniMd  alnott  emtinij  of  a  kard  Uaeh  yirilu^ 
m  whleh  are  teaitered  a  few  dwarf  piae  and  eadar  tree*. 
Iminedlately  ia  the  gap  it  a  large  roek  foar  huadred  foet 
kigliy  which  on  one  side  is  washed  bjthe  MiMonri,  whMe  on 
Ua  other  sides  a  handsome  little  plain  separates  it  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  It  may  be  ascended  with  somedif- 
ieolty  nearly  to  its  summit,  and  affbrds  a  beautiftil  prospect 
of  the  plains  below»  in  which  we  could  obsenre  large  herds 
of  buffaloe.  After  ascending  the  rapids  for  half  a  mile  we 
oame  to  a  small  island  at  the  head  of  them*  which  wc  cal- 
led Pine  island  from  a  large  pine  tree  at  the  lower  end  of  ity 
which  is  the  first  wc  have  seen  near  the  river  for  a  gresU 
distance.  A  mile  beyond  captain  Lewis's  camp  we  had  a  me  » 
vidian  altitude  which  gave  us  the  latitude  of  M*  M"  i4r  r*. 
As  the  canoes  were  stHl  heavily  loaded  all  those  not  eas« 
ployed  in  working  them  walked  on  shore.  Hio  navigatiesi 
is  now  veiy  laborious.  The  river  is  deep  but  with  little 
current  and  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  yards  wide;  the 
low  grounds  are  very  narrew,  with  but  little  timber  9mA 
that  chiefly  the  aspen  tree.  The  etift  are  steep  and  hae|f 
over  the  river  so  much  that  often  we  could  not  cross  thcmy 
but  were  obliged  to  pass  and  repass  from  one  side*ot  the 
river  to  the  other  in  order  to  make  our  way.  In  some  plaaea 
the  banks  are  formed  of  rocks,  of  dark  black  granite  risi^ 
perpeadicttlarly  to  a  great  height,  through  which  the  river 
seems  in  the  progress  of  time  to  have  worn  its  ohaaneL  Om 
these  mountains  we  see  more  pine  than  usual,  but  it  is  stW 
in  small  quantities.  Along  the  bottoms,  which  ttaveaooveeu 
lag  of  high  grass,  we  observe  the  sunflower  bloommg  im 
great  abundance.  The  Indians  of  the  Missouri^  uid  moiie 
especially  those  who  do  not  cultivate  maize,  make  greet 
use.of  the  seed  of  this  plant  for  bread  or  in  thickening  their 
ioup.  They  flrst  parch  and  then  pound  it  between  twe 
•tones  until  it  is  reduced  to  a  fine  meaL  Sometimes  they* 
add  a  portion  of  water,  and  drink  it  thus  diluted:  at  other 
times  they  add  a  sufficient  proportion  of  marrow  gfWiO  tm 
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Mduee  it  to  the  MMuteney  of  eommott  dfvgh  tad  ost  it  At 

that  laanner.  This  liitt  ootnpositioii  wo  prelerrod  to  all  tho 

rett,  and  thou^t  it.atthi^t  tkoo  a  Tory  poktdUo  di^ 

There  is  howerer  little  of  the  broads-leafed  eottonwood  otf 

this  side  of  the  SidH,  maeh  the  greater  part  of  what  m4 

see  being  of  the  narrow-leafed  ipeeies.     There  are  alto 

great  qaantities  of  red,  purple,  yellow  and  biaek  eariattti. 

The  eorrants  are  very  pleasant  tathe  taste,  and  mneh  pro* 

ferable  to  those  of  our  eooiraon  garden.  The  bush  rises  tv 

the  hei|^t.  of  six  <mt  eight  feet;  the  stem  sim{de»  braaehiaf 

and  ereet*    Hiese  shrubs  assoeiate  in  eorps  either  in  upper 

or  timbered  lands  near  tl|e  water  courses*  The  leaf  ispeto- 

olate,  of  a  pale  green,  and  in  form  resemUes  the  red  emt*i 

rant  so  common  in  our  gardens.    The  periaatir  of  the  fruM 

is  one  leaved,  ive  cleft,  abbriviated  and  tubular.  The  eorolte 

li  monopetallous,  funnel-shaped,  very  long,  and  of  a  llao 

orange  colour.    T^re  are  fiTc  stamens  and  one  pistillum  ^ 

of  the  first,  the  ftlamentsare  capillar,  in^rted  in  the  corolla^ 

equal  and  converging,  the  anther  orate  and  incumbent. 

The  germ  of  the  second  species  is  round,  smooth,  inferior 

aAd  pidieelled:  the  style  long  and  thicker  than  the  stamens, 

simple,  cylindrical,  smooth  and  erect.    It  reraaincf  with  thef 

eoroUa  until  the  fruit  is  ripe,  the  stamen  is  simple  aad  oh* 

tttse,  and  the  fruit  much  the  size  and  shape  of  our  common 

garden  currants,  growing  like  them  in  clusters  supported  by 

m  compound  footstalk.    The  peduncles  are  longer  in  this 

speeieSf  and*  the  berries  are  more  scattered.  The  fruit  is  no€ 

W9-  arcid  as  the  common  cuirant,  and  has  a  more  agreteble 

AaYour. 

The  other  species  differs  in  no  respect  from  the  yelloilr 
-eurrant  excepting  in  the  colour  and  flavour  of  the  berries. 

The  serviccberry  ififfers  in  some  poinU  from  that  of  th« 
IJnited  States.  The  bushes  are  small,  sometimes  not  mor^ 
Hum  two  feet  high,  and  rarely  exceed  eightinches.  lliey  aM 
^roportionabty  small  in  their  stems,  growing  very  thickly, as* 
flodated  in  clumps.  The  frait  is  of  the  same  form,  but  fcf 
Toil.  1.  Br 
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tke  VMit  pMTt  laifer  and  of  r  very  dari^  pwrple.  Ttey 
wn  Mw  ripe  mkI  Ia  greM  perfeetion.  There  are  twt 
ipeeies  of  gMtebeny  here,  bqt  neither  of  them  yet  ripe: 
Bor  are  the  ehokeeherry,  though  ia  great  qnantitiet. 
Betides  there  wt  alee  at  that  plaee  the  box  alder,  red  ^ 
low  and  a  tpeeiet  of  tninaeh.  In  the  erening  we  saw  eone 
mountain  rams  or  big-homed  animals,  but  no  other  game  of 
any  sort.  After  leaving  Pine  island  we  passed  a  small  ran 
on  the  left,  whieh  is  formed  by  a  large  spring  rising  at  the 
distanee  of  half  a  mile  under  the  mountain^  One  mile  and 
a  half  above  the  island  is  another,  and  two  miles  further  n 
thii*d  island,  the  river  middng  small  bends  eonstaatly  to  the 
north.  From  this  last  island  to  a  point  of  roeks  on  the 
south  side  the  low  grounds  beeome  rather  vrider,  and  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  these  roeks,  in  a  bend  on  the 
tiorth,  we  eneamped  opposite  to  a  very  high  eliiT,  having 
made  during  the  day  eleven  and  a  half  miles. 

Thursday  AS.  This  morning  early  before  our  depar- 
ture we  saw  a  large  herd  of  the  big-homed  animals,  who 
were  boanding  among  the  roeks  in  the  oj^site  eliff  with 
great  agility.  These  inaeeessible  spots  seeure  them  from 
all  their  enemies,  and  the  only  danger  is  in  wandering 
among  these  preeipiees,  where  we  should  suppose  it  searee- 
ly  possible  for  any  animal  to  standi  a  single  ftlse  step 
would  preeipitate  them  at  least  five  hundred  feet  into  the 
water.  At  one  mile  and  a  quarter  we  passed  another  sin- 
gle eliff  on  the  left;  at  the  same  distanee  beyond  whieh  is 
the  mouth  of  a  large  river  emptying  itself  from  the  north. 
It  is  a  handsome,  bold,  and  elear  stream,  eighty  yards  wide, 
that  is  neariy  as  broad  as  the  Missouri,  with  a  rapid  ear- 
rent  over  a  bed  of  small  smooth  stones  of  various  figurea. 
The  water  is  extremely  transparent,  the  low  grounds  are 
narrow,  but  possess  as  much  wood  as  those  of  the  Missouri; 
and  it  has  every  appearance  of  being  navigable,  though  to 
what  distance  we  cannot  ascertain,  as  the  country  whieli 
it  waters,  is  broken  and  mountainous.  In  honour  i^tho  ne- 
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ereUvy  at  war  we  ealkd  It  Dearbom's  riTer.  B^kig  sow 
Ytry  anxious  to  meet  with  the  Sbotlionees  or  Snake  Indiast^ 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  neeesaary  information  of 
onr  route^  as  well  as  to  procure  horses*  it  was  thought  best 
for  one  of  us  to  go  forward  with  a  small  party  and  endsa* 
vour  to  discover  them;  before  the  dailj  discharge  of  oat 
guos^  which  is  necessary  for  our  subsistence,  should  give 
them  notice  of  our  approach:  if  by  an  accident  they  hear 
nsy  they  will  most  probably  retreat  to  the  mountains,  mis- 
tidiing  us  for  their  enemies  who  usually  attack  them  on.tlus 
side.  Accordingly  captain  Clarke  set  out  with  three  men, 
and  followed  the  course  of  the  river  on  the  north  side;  but 
the  hills  were  so  steep  at  first  that  he  was  not  able  to  go 
Sftuch  fiister  than  ourselves.  In  the  evening  however  he  cujt 
off  many  miles  of  the  circuitous  course  of  the  rivei*,  by 
cg^ssing  a  mountain  over  which  he  found  a  wide  Indian 
road  which  in  many  places  seems  to  l^ave  been  cut  or  dug 
down  in  the  earth.  He  passed  also  two  branches  of  a 
stream  which  he  called  Ordway's  creek,  where  he  saw  a 
number  of  beavcr-dams  extending  in  close  succession  to- 
wards the  mountains  as  far  as  he  could  distinguish:  on  the 
eliffs  were  many  of  the  big-homed  animals.  After  crossing 
this  mountain  he  encamped  near  a  small  stream  of  running 
water,  having  travelled  twenty  miles* 

On  leaving  Dearborn's  river  we  passed  at  three  and  a 
half  miles  a  small  creek^  and  at  sin;  beyond  it  an  island  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  which  makes  within  that  dis- 
tance many  small  bends.  At  two  and  a  half  miles  further 
is  another  island:  three  quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  this  is  a 
small  creek  on  the  north  side.  At  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
the  creek  is  a  much  lai^er  stream  thirty  yards  wide,  a^id 
discharging  itself  with  a  bold  current  on  the  north  side:  the 
hanks  ai*e  low»  and  the  bed  formed  of  stones  altogether. 
Ta  this  stream  we  gave  the  name  of  Ordway's  creek,  after 
aeigeant  John  Ordway.  At  two  miles  beyond  (his  the  val- 
lej  widens;  we  passed  several  bends  of  the  river^  and  en- 
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iMqiei  kk  the  «mtre  •€  om  on  the  Mmth,  h»vteg 
iweiity-OM  milet.  Here  we  fouad  a  email  gnire  ef  the  aar^ 
f0wAenlM  eoUonwdod,  there  beiag  no  loDger  any  of  the 
hroad-leafed  hind  ainee  we  entered  the  mounUint.  The 
water  of  these  rivulets  whioh  cimie  down  from  die  moua» 
tains  U  Tory  eoM,  pare,  and  well  Usted.  Along  their  banks 
as  well  as  on  the  Missouri  the  aspen  is  Tory  oonimon»  blit  ot 
a  small  kind.  The  river  is  somewhat  wider  than  we  fiMUid 
il  yesterdayi  the  hills  more  distant  from  the  river  aad  not 
so  high:  there  are  some  pines  on  the  monntains,  but  they 
mre  prineipally  eonfined  to  the  upper  regions  of  them:  the 
low  grounids  are  still  narrower  and  have  little  or  no  timber. 
The  soil  near  the  river  is  good^  aad  prodnees  aloxoriant 
growth  of  grass  and  weeds:  among  these  prodnotioiis  the 
snniower  holds  a  very  distinguished  plaee*  For  several 
days  past  wo  have  observed  a  species  of  flax  in  the  low 
grounds,  the  leaf-stem  andperiearp  of  whioh  resemble  those 
of  the  flax  eommonly  cultivated  in  the  United  States:  the 
stem  rises  to  the  heij^t  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  feet,  aad 
spring  to  the  number  of  eight  or  ten  from  the  same  rool^ 
with  a  strong  thick  harh  appareatl^  well  oaloulated  for  use: 
the  root  seems  to  be  perennial,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
cutting  of  the  stems  may  not  at  all  ii^ure  it,  for  although 
the  seeds  are  not  yet  rape,  there  are  young  suckers  shootiag 
mp  from  the  root,  whence  we  may  infer  that  the  stems 
which  are  fully  grown  and  in  the  prop^  stage  of  vegeta* 
tion  to  produce  the  best  flax,  are  not  essential  to  the  preser* 
Tation  or  support  of  the  root,  a  circumstance  wMeh  woah^ 
render  it  a  most  valuable  plant.  To-day  we  have  met  with 
a'second  species  of  flax  smaller  Ihan  the  first,  ^m  it  seldom 
obtains  a  greater  height  than  nine  or  twelye  inches:  the 
leaf  and  stem  resemble  those  of  the  species  just  mentioBed» 
except  that  the  latter  is  rarely  branched,  and  bearo  a  single 
monopelalous  bell-shaped  blue  flower,  suspended  widi  its 
limb  dovmwards.  We  saw  several  herds  of  the  bigJiom^  haft 
they  were  in  the  elifls  beyond  ou|r  leaeb.    Wefcilte4an  ^ 
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<kii  monlBgattdCoiaiidpftvtofmdeer  wMel  badbeMkfk 
Ibr  lift  by  eaptoiii  Clarke.    He  pursued  hit  ronte, 
,    Pridaj,  iO»  early  ia  the  mernio^«  aad  soon  patted  &e  * 
mnaiitt  of  several  Indian  eampt  formed  of  wiMbw  braA, 
wiiieh  teemed  to  liave  been  deserted  thit  tpring.    At  tbe 
tame  time  he  observed  that  the  piae  treet  had  been  ttrip- 
ped  of  their  bark  about  ib^  same  teason,  which  our  Indian 
woman  tayt  her  countrymtn  do  in  order  ta  obtain  the  tap 
and  the  toft  partt  of  the  wood  and  bark  for  food.    About 
eleven  o*eIoek  he  met  a  herd  of  elk  and  killed  two  of  them, 
bat  taeh  wat  the  want  of  wood  in  the  neighbourhood  that 
he  was  unable  to  procure  enoagb  to  make  a  fire,  and  he  wat 
therefore  aU%ed  to  tubttitute  the  dung  of  the  buflhloey 
-  wMi  whieh  he  eooked  his  breakfatt.    Tliey  then  resumed 
tfMiroourse  sdodg  aa  old  Indian  road.  In  the  afternoon  they 
vaaehed  a  handsome  valley  watered  by  a  large  ereek,  both 
^  whieh  extend  a  eoneiitorable  A^aiiee  into  the  mountain: 
this  they  erotted.  and  during  the  evening  travelled  over  a 
mountainous  eouatry  eovered'witb  sharp  fVagmentt  of  flint- 
r^eks  thete  bruised  and  eut  their  feet  very  liiueh,  but  were 
eeareely  lets  troublesome  than  the  priekly  pear  of  the  open 
plains,  whieh  have  now  beeome  so  abundant  that  it'  is  im» 
possible  to  avoid  tbem,  and  the  thorns  are  so  strong  that 
they  pieree  a  double  soal  of  dressed  deer  skin:  the  best  re- 
•OBree  against  them  is  a  seal  of  buflaloe  hide  in  parchment. 
At  night  they  reached  the  river  mueh  fatigued,  having  pas« 
aed  two  mountains  in  the  course  of  the  day  and  having  tra- 
velled thirty  miles.    Captain  Clarke's  first  employment  on 
Hating  afire  was  to  extract  from  his  feet  the  briars^  which 
he  found  seventeen  in  number. 

In  the  Meantime  we  proceeded  on  very  well,  though  the 
wrater  appears  to  increase  in  rapidity  as  we  advance:  the 
Munrent  has  indeed  been  strong  during  the  day  and  obstruct- 
ed Iqr  some  rapids^  which  are  not  however  much  broken  by* 
roeks,  and  are  perfectly  safe:  the  river  is  deep,  and  its 
l^eneral  width  it  from  one  hundred  io  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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jtfds  wMe.    Fm*,  mcnne  tluui  thirteen  mike  we  ^feat^loBg 
tlie  nameroiH  bends  ^f  this  lirer  and  then  reaehed  two  amell 
ialnildt;  three  and  three  qnarter  milea  bejeod  whieh  it  a 
tmalLereek  in  a  bend  te  the  left*  above  a  small  isfand  on  the 
right  side  of  the  river.    We  were  regaled  abont  ten  o'eknk 
P.  M.  with  a  thunder-storm  of  rain  and  hail  whieh*  laated 
for  an  hoar»  bnt  daring  the  day  in  thiseonllned  TaUejt 
through  which  we  are  passing,  the  heat  is  almost  insupporta- 
ble; yet  vhenever  we  obtain  a  glMpse  of  the  lofty  tops  of 
the  mountains  we  are. tantalized  with  a  view  of  the  snow* 
These  mountains  have  their  sides  and  summits  partia% 
varied  with  little  copses  of  pine»  oedafy  and  balsam  fir.    A 
mile  and  a  half  beyond  this  creek  the  roeks  approaeh  the 
river  on  both  sides^  forming  a  inost  sublime  and  eztraovdi^ 
nary  spectacle.    For  five  and  thl«e  qnarter  nsiles  these 
roeks  rise  perpendiculariy  from  the  water's  edge  to  the 
hei^t  of  nearly  twelve  hundred  feet.    They  are  composed 
of  a  Mack  granite  near  its  base^  but  fi^m  its  lighter  colter 
above  and  from  the  fragments  we  suppose  the  uppca*  part 
to  be  Hint  of  a  yellowish  brown  and  cream  colour.   NotUi^ 
can  be  imagined  more  tremendous  than  the  frowning  daric* 
ness  of"  these  roeks,  which  project  over  the  river  and  menace 
us  with  destruction.    Hhe  river,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  in  width,  seems  to  have  forced  its  channel  down  this 
solid  mass,  bnt  so  reluctantly  has  it  given  way  that  dusriog 
the  whok  distance  the  water  is  very  deep  even  at  the  edges^ 
and  for  The  iirst  three  miles  there  is  not  a  spot  except  one 
of  a  few  yards,  in  which  a  man  could  stand  between  the 
water  and  the  towering  perpendicular  of  the  mountain:  the 
convulsion  of  the  passage  must  have  been  terrible^  since  at 
its  outlet  there  are.  vast  columns  of  rock  torn  from  the 
mountain  which  are  strewed  on  both  sides  of  the  river»  the 
trophies  as  it  were  of  the  victory.    Several  fine  springs 
burst  out  from  the  chasms  of  the  rock,  and  eontribute  to 
increase  the  river,  which  has  now  a  strong  current^  but  very 
fortunately  we  are  able  to  overcome  it  with  our  oars^  shwo 
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it  would  be  nopoitiUe  to  use  tUker  the  eori  or  the  pok. 
We  were  obliged  to  go  on  some  time  after  dark,  not  being 
able  to  find  a  spot  large  enoogfa  to  enoamp  on,  bat  at  length 
about  two  miles  above  a  tmall  island  in  the  middle  of  the 
riYor  we  met  with  a  spot  on  the  left  side^  where  we  pro- 
eiired  plenty  of  ligbtwood  aad  pitehpine.  This  extraordi- 
nary range  of  roeks  we  ealled  the  Gates  of  the  Boeky  moun- 
tains. We  had  made  twenty-two  miles;  and  four  and  a  quar- 
ter miles  from  theentranee  of  the  gates.  The  mountains 
are  higher  to-day  than  they  were  yesterday^  We  saw  some 
big-homs,  a  few  antelopes  and  beayer,  but  sinee  entering 
the  mountains  hare  found  no  boffaloe:  the  otter  are  howoTer 
in  great  plenty:  the  musquitoes  have  beeome  less  trouble- 
some than  they  were/ 

Saturday  20.  By  employing  the  towi*ope  whenever  the 
banks  permitted  Ihe  use  of  it,  tlra  river  being  too  deep  for 
the  pole,  we  were  enabled  to  overeome  the  ourrent  whieh 
is  still  strong.  At  the  distanee  of  half  a  mile  we  eame  to 
a  high  rock  in  a  bend  to  the  left  in  the  Grates.  Here  the 
P0rpendicular  roeks  eease,  the  hills  retire  from  the  river, 
and  the  vallies  suddenly  widen  to  a  greater  extent  than 
they  have  been  sinee  we  entered  the  mountains.  At  this 
plaee  was  some  seatt^red  timber,  eonsisting  of  the.  narrow- 
leafed  eottonwood,  the.  aspen,  and. pine.  There  are  also 
vast  quantities  of  gooseberries,  servieeberries,  and  several 
speeies  of  eurrant,  among  whieh  is  one  of  a  blaek  eolour,  the 
flavour  of  whieh  is  preferable  to  ,that  of  the  yellow,  and 
would  be  deemed  superior  to  that  of  any  eurrant  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  We  here  killed  an  elk  whieh  was  a  pleasant 
addition  to  our  stoek  of  food.  At  a  mile  from  the  Gates,  a 
lar^  efeek  eomes  down  from  the  n^ountains  and  empties 
itself  behmd  an  island  in  the  middle  of  a  bend  to  the  north*,. 
To  tbis  stream  whieh  is  fifte^  yards  wide  we  gave  the  name 
rf  Petts^s  ereek,  after  John  Potts,  one  of  our  men.  Up  this 
*  vaUey  about  seven  miles  we  discovered  a  great  iimQke>  as 
if  the  whole  eountry  ha4  been  set  on  fire;  hot  were  at  a  loss 
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to  deeide  whether  i(  baAl^een  4om  MeUraiifly  hfuftMbt 

Clarke's  party^  or  bj  the  iariteu  at  a  ligBftl  ra  theirJK*- 

•erying  vs.    We  afterwards  leamt  that  iJm  last  wa&the 

fiiel;  for  they  had  heard  a  gna  ired  by  one  of  eOftsia 

Chirke*s  iaea>  and  bolieTtag  that  (jbeir  eneiam  were  ap^ 

proaehiag  had  fled  iate  the  nouatahu,  first  seltiag  Arete 

thepkims  as  a  wamfaig  to  their  eoanlryvwa.  Wooeatifaed 

oar  course  aloag  several  itlaade»  aad  having  nuide  in  the 

eourse  of  the  day  fifteea  mllest  eaoanped  Just  abeae  aa 

island^  at  a  spriag  on  a  high  bank  oa  tin  kft  tnfe  of  the 

river.  Iq  the  latter  part  of  the  evenmg  we  had 

thi*ough  a  low  raage  of  aioiuitaatts^  aad  tho  eeisatry  i 

more  opea»  though  still  anbrohea  and  without  tinbwy 

the  lowlands  not  very  eitensi vet  and  jost  above  « 

tho  river  is  again  eloeed  in  by  the  mountains.  We  fbaad  on 

the  banks  aa  elk  whieh  eartaTn  Clarke  had  left  as,  wilha 

.  note  mentioning  that  he  should  .pass  the  moimtaiao  jast 

above  us  aad  wait  onr  arrival  at  some  eonvenient  piaee.  We 

eaw  bat eouMnot proeare some  redheaded  dueks  and  saad- 

'  hill  erases  along  the  sidss  of  the  river^  aad  a  woodpcujUr 

about  the  siae  of  the  krit-woodpeekeTy  whieh  seems  to.be 

a  distinet  speeioK  it  is  as  Maek  as  a  evow  with  a  kmg  tail, 

and  flies  like  a  jaybir*.    The  whole  eoontry  is  so  infested 

by  die  priokly  pear  timt  wo  oooU  soarcely  find  roosa^toise 

dowa  at  our  eamp.  * 

Cqitaia  Chirke  on  sottlpg  out  iMs  akomiag  had  fo^ 
.Arbugh  the  valley  about  six  miles  to  Ihe  right  61  tho  rivioa. 
He  soon  fell  into  aa  <dd  bi^aa  roi^  whieh  he  pitfwe*  tilt 
he  reached  the  Missouriy  at  the  distaaee  of  ei^sleoa  anilai 
ibom  his  last  eneampment«  just  above  the  entranee  of  a  layga 
ereefcy  whieh  we  afterward  called  Whiteearth  croek«  Skaa 
ho  Sssmd  hie  party  m  much  eat  and  pieroed  w4th^  Ae«ilai|l 
tint  and  the  prickly  pear  dunt  he  prooeeded .  oaty  ar  emaM 
distaaee  further,  and  Uran  halted  to  wait  for  us»  AloagM* 
traek  he  had  taken  the  preem^mn  to  strew  s%nals»  soak  mi 
piooeo  of  efeth,  paper  and  lia«9  ts  prov<e  ta  tto  ladiaBiy  if  fey 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Up  the  JUlMOiirC  6f  8 

«e6idtirt  iSiay  met  Ms  traek,  that  we  wei«  white  peiu  But 
he  ebaerved  a  smoke  some  diatanec  ahead,  and  eoaelmfed 
that  the  whole  oonntry  had  now  taken  Ike  alarm. 

Sonday  dl«  On  leaviiq^  our  eamp  we  passed  an  island  tt 
half  a  mile>  and  reaehed  at  one  mile  a  bad  rapid  at  the  pk|ie 
where  t^  river  lesives  the  mountain:  here  the  efiffk  are  higjh 
and  eovered  with  fkvgmrats  of  broken  roeks,  the  earrent  is 
also  strong,  bat  although  more  rapid  the  river  is  wider  and 
shallower,  so  that  we  are  able  to  nse  the  pole  oeeasioaalljf 
thon^  we  prindipdUy  depend  on  the  iowline.    On  leariuf 
tile  liipid  whieh  is  about  half  a  mile  in  extent,  the  eonntry 
ofSM  on  each  side;  the  hilb  beeome  lower;  lU  one  npile  b 
s  hurge  iski^  on  the  left  side^  and  four  md  a  half  beyond 
it  a  Imige  and  boM  ereek  twenty-eight  yards  wide,  eommg 
fa  from  the  north,  whwe  it  Iraters  a  handsome  Talley:  we 
eaUed  it  Piycdr's  ereek  after  one  of  the  sergeants^  John  • 
Pvyor.    At  a  mUe  aboTO  this  ereek  M  the  left  side  of  the 
MisMMJ  we  obtained  a  meridian  attilnde,  whieh  gare  M* 
±&  90t.^  UM  the  latitude  of  the  pbee.    For  the  follow* 
xia^ilH^aiHlNb  the  country^  like  that  throng^  whieh  wo 
paete#4Nffikig  the  rest  of  the  day,  is  rough  and  moan- 
tainomi  s«  we  found  it  yesterday;  but  at  the  distanee  of 
twelvo  mj|fin,  we  eame  towards  evening  into  a  bmutifhl 
jplaaaten  or  twelve  miles  wide,  and  exteadhig  as  far  the  eje 
fiirald  reaeh.  Hiis  idain  or  rather  vi41ey  is  bounded  by  two 
nearly  parallel  ranges  of  hi|^  mountains  whose  summita 
are  partially  eovered  with  snow,  below  whieh  the  pine  is 
«»attered  along  the  rides  down  to  the  {dain  in  some  plaees^ 
tl^oftgh  the  greater  part  of  their  surface  has  no  timber  and 
esdttUblts  <mly  a  barren  soil  with  no  eovering  exeept  diy 
fMMwhed  grasa  or  btaek  rugged  rocks.  On  entering  the  vsd- 
i»y  the  riv^r  assumes  a  totally  different  aspeot:  it  spreada 
«9  aaore  thiM  a  mile  in  width,  and  though  more  rapid  than 
WfiMe,  is  shallow  enough  in  abaost  every  part  for  tke  use 
aC  the  pole,  while  its  bed  is  formed  ^  smooth  stmes  Md 
\  hage  tooks,^  as  it  has  been  indeed  sinoe  we  entwed. 

TOL,  I.  SvS 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Si4  iMois  ani  OkuW$  MofffeHHom 

tbe  momitflins:  it  b  alio  divided  by  a  mmbw  ^thimk 
game  of  wliieh  are  large  near  the  nortlieni  skore.  Hie  mH 
tf  the  valley  is  a  rieh  Uaek  loam  apparently  very  fertili^ 
and  covered  with  a  fine  green  grass  about  eighteen  inehM 
w  two  feet  in  height;  while  that  of  the  high  grounds  is  po^ 
Ibotly  iby  and  seems  seorehed  by  the  sun.  ISte  linbip 
though  still  soaree  is  in  greater  quantities  in  this  vaH^  than 
tre  have  seen  it  sinee  entering  the  monntains,  and  seems  M 
prefer  the  larders  of  the  small  ereeks  to  the  banks  ^  the 
fiver  itself.  We  advanced  three  and  a  half  miles  in  ihk 
valley  and  eneamped  on  the  left  ^ide^  hanng  raadein ai 
ilieen  and  a  half  miles. 

Oar  only  targe  game  to-day  was  one  deer.  We  saw  how* 
evMT  two  pheasants  of  a  dark  brown  ecdour^  inueh  Inrgsr 
fhanthesame^peeiesof  Urd  in  the  United  Mates.^  Inlho 
morning  toot  we  saw  three  swans  which,  like  the  fgmit^ 
have  not  yet  recovered  the  Cbathers  of  the  wmg,  and  were 
vMble  to  fly:  VTe  killed  tw^  oftkehi^  and  the  tlord  eeeapad 
by  divii^  and  passing  down  dM^nrrent.  These  are  the  Aret 
wo  have  seen  on  the  rivw  for  a  great  distance,  and  an  tfuv 
had  no  yonng  .with  them,  we  presume  that  they  do  not  breed 
in  this  neighbourhood.  Of  the  geese  we  daH^  see  great 
numbers,  with  their  yonng  perfectly  feathered  esoept  on 
the  wings,  where  both  young  and  oM  are  defi^enl;  the  flrsfc 
are  very  fine  food,  but  the  %AA  ones  are  poor  and  uafli  ttf 
use.  Several  of  the  large  brown  or  sandhlil  crane  aieiJieih 
lag  in  the  low  grounds  on  the  grass  which  forms  tkoirprta- 
elpid  food.  Hie  young  crane  cannot  fly  at  this  seaie^  tkt^ 
areas largeasatutkey, of abr%htreddidi4Miycolo«r.  fjisies 
dte  river  has  beedme  shallow  we  have  oai^t  a  number  off 
trout  to-day,  and-a  fish»  white  on  the  bdly  and  sides,  botioC 
aUuish  east  <m  the  back,  and  a  long  pmirtedmoulhofelii|(^ 
somewhat  like  that  of  the  shad. 

This  morning  captain  Cterke  wishing  to  huirt-hnt  Ibw 
fill  of  alamdng  th0  Jhdkns,  went  up  the  liver  «ir 
mitos^  i^henflndingiietther  any  of  Item  ftorof  tk^ ; 
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• 
iMDkt  retimed,  ttid  then  his  Utile  par^  t^piMtai  t^  kik 
Ur  game.  They  kttkd  two  Inioks  Bmi  a  doe»  aod  m  y^UBg 
enrlew  nenij  feathered:  in  iheereniagthey  foaad  the  WMBm 
fniees  at  tvoablesonie  as  we  dKd:  these  animak  «ttaek  is 
at  toon  as  the  lahortv  and  fiUignei  of  the  dqr  reqaire  smna 
Rsty  Md  aanoy  us  tiU  several  hoars  aflerdaik^  when  the 
etUness  of  the  air  eU^es  them  to  dis^nP^avi  but  saeh  ie 
ilMir  perseeation  tbiM;  were  it  not  i|r  ear  biers  we  shonU 
oMaiB  no  repose*  - 

r    Monday,  2^   We  sei  o«t  at  on  eudy  hear.  'Hie  rimr 

ftdog  divided  into  so  many  eham^ls  by  both  large  aod  smatt 

Mands,  that  it  was  impossible  to  hiy  it  down  aeemrately  if 

Allowing  in  a  euoe  any  sin^  ohMrael*  eaptala  Lewis 

#aikeden  shero,  took  the  general  eonrses  of  tits  rbrer^  and 

ftoffl  the  rising  grounds  laid  down  the  sHoatiwi  ,of  th^ 

iliattds  and  diannels,  wfaieh  he  was  emAled  U  de  with  pey^ 

feet  aeeuraey;  the  view  not  being  obstraeted-  hy^neh  tim^ 

her.    At  one  mile  and  a  ^piarter  we  passed  an  i^nd  somf* 

what  larger  timn  the  rest»  jmd  fear  miles  f orAer  reaeheft 

the  npper  end  of  anc^her^  on  whieh  we  breakftisted.    This 

it  a  large  island  ferming  in  the  middle  of  a  bend  to  the 

north  a  level  fertile  plain  tea  feet  above  tbe  snrfliee  of  the 

winter  and  never  overflowed*     Here  we  fbond  great  qnan^. 

ilties  of  a  small  onion  aboat  the  size  of  a  nnsket  ball# 

Aough  some  were  largeri  it  is  wMte,  erisp^  and  as  well 

tiivOtti:^  as  any  of  oar  garden  onioos;  ^the  seed  b  jast 

rlp^nii^f  and  as  the  plant  bears  a  large  qoantity  to  the 

ifnarefeot/  and  stands  the  rigoars  of  tbe  climatet  it  will  no 

deobtbeimaeqaisitfon  to  settlers.    From  this  produetion 

ilte  ealled  it  Onion  island.    During  the  next  seven  and  three 

i|isMrter  niUes  we  passed  several  long  eir<ialar  bends,  and  a 

Vassber  of  large  and  spnall  islands  whieh  divide  Uie  Hver 

into  many  ehannels,  and  then  reaehed  the  month  of  a  ^sreek 

esuAe  north  side.    It.  is  eomposed  of  three  eveefcs  whielt 

inn  handsome  vaU^.  about  four  mttea  before  tl^y 

4hems«lv«t  into  tbe  Missoori^wh^  it  is  at^a$ 
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iften  feet  vide  ttd  ejglit  fiM$t  deep,  Willi  elfw  inwii^^ 
wftter.  fiere  ve  hmlttd  for  diner,  but  as  the  oMoes  tMk 
iUhretkt  ehaDiiels  in  Meeadbig  it  was  tome  time  befcretlMQr 
All  jaiaed.  'Here  ve  were  delighted  to  find  that  the  Indiaii 
welan  reeogptoes  tlie  eoiulr7;8he  teUe%s4hatte  this  eredc 
hKr  eMiitrjrmeit  make  exeivsioitB  to  prooore  a  wliite  paiat 
aa  Hs  baaks,  aad  we  tlierefore  eali  it  Wldteearth  ereelu 
ihe  says  also  th'at4he  dn^  fiNrks  of  the  Missouri  are  at  no 
great  distaaee,  a  pieee  of  latelliyee  which  has  eheered  tip 
qririts  of  us  aU»  as  we  hope  soea  to  reach  the  liead  of  that 
ffifer*  TMu  is  tiie  wannest  dty  except  one  we  hare  es- 
p«le&eedtUssainnier.  la  the  shade  the  mereuvy  sto^dat 
MT"  above  0,  wbieh  is  the  second  tine  it  has  reached  that 
height  dar^  this  season*  We  encamped  on  an  islaadater 
ayJilag  nineteen  aad  three  quarter  miles* 

In  this  aettse  of  Ae  di^  we  saw  many  geescr  etaaes, 
small  Urds  common  to  tlie  ]^aias>andafew)^ieasants:  we 
alse  obserted  a  amU  ploTcr  or  curlew  of  a  brown  eolaary 
about  the  siae  of  the  yeUowlegged  {dorer  or  jack  eaileWf 
hutofadiffisreatqieebs.  It  first  ai^eared  near  the  Bwatfi 
af  Smith's  riTcr,  but  is  so  shy  and  vigilaat  that  we  were 
unable  to  shoot  iu  Both  the  broad  and  narrow-leafed  wil- 
low continucj  thouf^  the  sweet  willow  has  became  vevgr 
aearoe.  The  rosebush,  small  honeyftueklei  the  pol^-leafed 
thom>  southern  woodf  sage  and  box-alder^  narrew-ileaAd^ 
eottoawood^  redwood,  aad  a  speeiesof  sumach,  are  all  ahmi* ' 
dant*  So  too  are  the  red  aad  black  gooseberries,  serfiae- 
berries,  ehokeeherry,  aad  tlie  bhiefc,  red^  yellow,  aad  par- 
fie  currant,  wlrich  last  seems  to  be  a  ferourite  feed  of  tbe 
betfr*  Befelv^  eaeamping  we  landed  aad  todc  on  beaid 
captain  Clarke  with  the  meat  he  had  eoUected  dufing  tlib 
day^s  hunt,  wbieh  consisted  of  one  deer  and  an  cBa  we  had 
eurselTcs  shot  a  drfer  and  an  antelope.  The  musfuitaes«aad 
gnats  were  unusually  fierce  tliis  eyening, 

Tuesday,  fts.     Captain  Cbrfce  again  proceeded  wfeth 
feur  men  along  the  righftbaafc*  ihffiag  the  wimle  day  tka 
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riterii  dMdMlif  miiiim1m*i0f  idttids^  irliiili  ipitadit  rat 
tom«tiBiea  ta  ttie  i&tutte  of  thr«e  mileB:  die  eorreiult  Teffy 
«pid  «si  has  mMy  jipples^  and  the  bed  famed  of  gnifdi 
and  smeoth  stones.  The  baaks  aioag  the  low  groands  an 
MP arieh  loaai,  fSdlowed  oeeatiooall}^  hj lowUnAof  yelMr 
-aadred  day,  wkh  a  hard  red  sbUestoae  iatenaixed.  Thte 
lew  ^ffeands  are  wide,  aad  have  very  Utile  timber  bat  a 
tiiiek  nnderbrash  of  wiIlow»  and  rose  and  eanrant  bnshee: 
Aese  are  suceeeded  by  high  piuns  extending  on  eaoh  side 
to  the  base  of  the  moimtains,  wUeh  lie  parallel  to  the  mer 
about  eight  or  twelve  miles  apart^  and  are  high  and  roeky, 
with  some  small  pine  and  eedar  iatesepersed  on  them.  At 
llie  distanee  of  seven  miles  a  ereek  twenty  yards  wide»  af- 
4«r  meaadering  tbrough'a  beautiftil  low  ground  on  the  left 
ftr  several  miles  parallel  to  the  liver^  empties  ittoeHTnear  m 
elnster  pt  smaU  islands:  the  stream  we  called  Whitehoase 
ereek  after  Joseph  Whitekonse»  one  of  the  party^  and  the 
.islands  from  tiieir  number  reeeired  the  name  of  the  <^  Ten 
Islands.'^  About  ten  a'eloek  we  eame  op  with  Drewyer^  who 
liad  gone  oat  to  hunt  yesterday,  and  not  being  able  to  find 
our  encampment  had  staid  oat  afl  nightc  he  now  supplied  us 
vrith  five  deer.  Three  and  a  qilaiter  mSles  beyond  White- 
lionse  ereek  we  eame  to  the  lower  peint  of  an  island  where 
the  river  is  three  hundred  yar&  wide,  and  continued  along  It 
for  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  then  passed  a  second  Island 
just  above  it.  We  halted  rather  ^arly  for  dinned  in  order 
to'diy  some  part  of  the  ba^;age  whieh  had  been  wet  in  the 
aaaoem  we  then  proceeded,  and  at  five  and  a  half  mOes  had 
passed  two  small  islands.  Within  the  next  three  miles  we 
^oame  to  a  large  island,  whieh  from  its  figure  we  called 
Broad  Island.  From  that  plaee  we  made  three  and  a  half 
mdles,  and  encamped  on  an  island  to  the'  left,  o^odle  to 
a  mneh  larger  one  on  the  right.  Our  journey  to-day 
was  twenty-two  and  a  quarter  miles,  the  greater  part  of 
^ffMch  was  made  by  means  of  our  poles  and  cords,  the  use 
edr  whieh  die  banks  mehfiivrared.  Darkig  the  idiole  time 
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we  had  tiie  smftU  dags  koittod  in  the  eanoes  te  vppAwti^im 

ISM^wMt  iftiiere  were  aay  ia  die  aeighbottrheed,  ef  «ar  1iebi|f 

white  men  ood  their  friends;  bat  we  wete  net  bo  fertvnattf 

a8^  to  diseoTer  any  of  diem.    Along  the  tboree  we  mw  gteat 

^Mtadtfet  of  the  eommon  thistle,  tad  proenred  a  ftiffihe# 

iup|dy  of  wild  onions  and  a  q>ecies  of  gai^  gprowl^g  en  th^ 

highlands,  wUoh  is  now  green  and  in  bloom:  It  has  a-ftrt^ 

leaf^  and  b  strong,  tovgh^  and  disagree^Ue.  There  was  ali# 

Bweh  of  the  wildilax,  of  wlAeh  We  now  obtained  some  ripe 

seed,  as  well  as  some  bnllmsh  andeattailJag,  Am^ngiboMl^ 

male  we  met  with  a  bfaM^  snake  about  two  feet  loi^  witf 

Ae  belly  as  dark  as  ai^  other  part  of  thebody,  wfaieh  wb» 

perfeetly  Uaoftv  and  whieh  bad  one  hundred  aad  tweviSf^ 

eight  seuta  on  the  belly  and  sixty-three  «fli  the  iaih  w»  wkm 

saw  antelopes,  crane,  geese,  tiueks,  beater,  tad  otter;  and 

(odL  up  four  deer  whiofa  had  been  left  on  the  wtaer^idrby' 

eaptain  Clarice,    fie  had  pnrsned  all  day  an  Indian  road  oi» 

the  right  side  of  the  river,  andeneamped  late  ia  the  evmi- 

ing  at  the  distanee  of  twenty-flye  miles  £fom  oar  eMap  of 

last  night.    In  the  course  of  his  walk  he  met  besidea  deoi 

if  number  of  antelopes  and  a  herd  of  elk,  but  all  the  tradtf 

of  Indians,  though  nnmerons,  wero  of  an  old  date. 

Wednes&y,  d*.  We  proceeded  for  four  and  ^  qprartev 
tilDes  along  s^yeral  islands  to  a  smalLlron,  Just  above  whi^' 
the  low  bluffs  touch  the  riven  Within  three  and  a  half  wSm 
further  we  came  to  a  small  island  on  the  north,  and  aii$«>*' 
markable  bloflTcomposed  of  cMlh  of  a  crimson  eolonr,  <■« 
termixed  with  stratus  of  slate,  either  black  or  of  aredre-r 
sembting  bridL.  The  Ibllotring  Ax  and  three  quartei  rsSkfm 
brought  us  to  an  assemblage  of  islands,  having-passoAfbaiv 
at  different  distances;  and  within  the  next  five  mflea  weiiiel? 
die  sahie  number  of  islands,  and  eneimiped  on  die  BoKh 
after  making  nineteen  mid  a  half  miles.  The  eunrent  of  4ho 
river  was  strong  and  obstructed,  as  indeed  it  has  beotfiir 
some  days  by  •smaH  rapids  or  i^ples  wUeh  desemdDMa 
one  to  three  feet  in  the  eonme  tf  one  hwirol  mDi:<fly 
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jmd^  but^  they  in  nrdjr  iMommoded  bj  aiqe;  flied*  rodis^ 
«»d  Uiarefi»re,  though  the  water  is  rapids  the  paumge  it  nek 
altonded^with  danger.  The  valley  throagh  wbieh  the  rit w 
yasMsis  like  Oiatofyesterday;  the  nearest  hilk  geaetaB/ 
#eiieealiiig  the  mast  dittaat from  at;  but  when  we  obtaiaa 
ipiew  of  them  they  pretent  themtelvet  in  amphttheatre* 
iWBg  ahova«eaeh  other  at  they  reeede  from  the  riaer  tUl 
the  motC  remote  are  earered  with  taow.  We  saw  ma^y  otter 
and  beaver  to-day:  the  latter  teem  to  eontribi^e  very  mneh 
*  to  tke  nmaber  of  idaadt  and  the  widening  of  the  rirers. 
They  begin  by  damming  lip  the  email  ehanneU  of  aboai 
twenty  yards  between  the  itlaadi;  this  ohUget  the  river  to 
seek  another  outlet/ and  as  soon  as  tUt  is  eftetod  the  ehai^ 
mtH  ttenM  by  the  beaver  beeomotiUed  with  Bind  and  sand. 
1^  indastrioBs  miimal  is  then  driven  to  another  ^ha»|ei 
wldeh  soon  shares  the  sameCtte>  tHl  the  river  spreads  on 
all  8ides»  and  ents  the  prcj^etuig  p<4nts  of  the  land  into 
iriands.  We  IdUed  a  deer  and  saw  gceajt  nombers.of  an* 
telopesy  eranesy  some  geesOf  and  a  few  redheaded  dueks. 
rSlMT  small  birds  of  the  plains  and  the  eorlew  are  still  abnn* 
dani:  we  saw  but  eoaM  not  eome  wtchin  gvndiot  of  a  larga 
bear.  There  is  mneh  of  the  traefc  of  elk  bnt^noae  of  the 
aaimob  themselves,  and  tt^m  the  a^earaaee  of  boMo-and 
^d  exerement^  we  suppose  that  imflUoe  have  sometilmea 
limyed  into  ^e  valley,  thfMgh  wehavoM  yet  seen  no  re»- 
^oint  sign  of  tiiem.  Along  thewater  are  a  number  of  snakes, 
aome  of  a  brown  untfo^  edoor,  otho^s  blaek»  and  a  third 
qpeekled  on  the  abdomen,  and  striped  with  Uaek  and  a 
brownish  yeUow  on  tliebaek  and  sides.  The  first,  wbieh  are 
Uie  largest,  are  about  four  feet  iMg;  the.  seeond  is  tf  the 
kiM  meaiioaed  yesterday,  and  the  third  reseml^t  in  siie 
•aM^  appearanee  the  garter«enake  of  the  United  Stntee.  On 
WlHMung.the  teeth  of  all  Ihese  seveffl  kdndtwe  fiwnd 
thtas^reefipom  poison:  th^  ane  fond  of  tibe-water,  in  whieh 
ttMQrtdboshelAep  on  bring  pmrsued.  llMBiusfmtoosygnait^ 
Mid  ptiehly  fear>  our  tbiee  peneoiUor^  still  oentiitttejwith 
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9M  LtwU  Md  OmtMw  JbopeiUion 

My  and  j^Md  vlUi  thelsboiirof  wi»4d«|;  Ike  esmeft  hlv« 

fiUigaed  us  all  exoesiively.  Captain  Clarke  eoatiiiaed  $ifus^ 

tkeIadiaaroadwliieliledbiii|iip»ereek«  AJboatieno'cleffc 

he  taw  at  the  dis^uiee  of  alx  milea  a  herse  iSqedbig  ia  tke 

fdaias.   He  went  towards  him,  bat  the  animal  was  se  wild 

tint  he  eottld  noc  get  within  several  handred  paeea  af  kiia: 

Jbe  then  turned  obUqaelj:  to  the  river  where  he  killed  a  de^ 

<aadl  dined»   having  passed  in  this .  valley  five  handsame 

etreamst  only  one  of  which  had  any  timber^  another  bil 

seme  willows,  and  was  vcory  nmdi  dammed  up  hy  the  bearer. 

After  dinner  he  eontinaed  his  route  along  the  river  and  en- 

eamped  at  ih»  distanee  of  thirty  miles.    As  he  went  ala^g 

he  saw  many  traeks  6f  Indians,  but  nmne  of  reeept  data. 

The  neat  meltiing, 

Itereday,  2lsatlhe.di8taneeQfa£ew  miles  he  arrived 
•at  the  three  fbrks  of  the  Missouri.  Here  he  fomid  timt  the 
plains  had  been  reeently  hamt  on  the  porth  side,  and  saw 
the  traek  of  a  horse  wbidi  seemed  to  have  passed  about 
ftnr  or  five  daye  linea*  After^breakfa^t  he  examined  the 
fiversy  nnd  findbtg  that  the  north  braneh,  althpogh  not 
largerf  eontainod  more  water  than  the  middle  braneh^  and 
bore  mare  to  the  westward,  he  determined  to  aseend  it.  He 
tharelbre  left  a  note  mibrming  eaptain  liewis  of  his  in<M- 
Hon,  and  then  went  up  thai  stream  on  the  north  aide  f^ 
abovl  twenty-five  miles.  Here  Chabaneau  was  aaaUe  ta 
preeaid  any  farther,  and  the  party  therefore  eneamped,  aA 
of  them  nueh  fhtigned,  thehrfeet  Mistered  and  wounded  bg 
the  priekly  pear» 

In  the  meantime  we  left  our  eamp,  and  proeeeded  ^m 
very  well,  thrajj^  Qie  water  is  still  n^d  and  has  soqia  a«^ 
easfamalr^npl^*  Hie  eonntry  Is  much  like  that  of  yest«t^ 
dagr:.*tiier0  are  hawever  fewer  idands,  for  we  passed  mii]f 
twa»  Behind  one  of  them  is  a  lai^ereek  twenty-five  yasda 
widOf  to  whkh  we  gave  the  mune  of  Gb^s'sereek,  fiRons  onn 
of  4nff  as^emrtsi  ]ftUribk  Oass:  it  is  formed  hf  the  unies  of 
ftvv%trMiBs>  whiahdeseend  finm  the  manntahmnad  j^ 
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Upthe  Jm$8(mtu  Ml 

0m  plafai  nMf  the  river.    On  thk  UlmoA  we  mw  mkiPge 
brewn  bear»  (mt  he  retre^led  to  the  shore  and  nui  eff  be- 
fore we  eettld  appmech  him.  These  aainak  aeeBi  wnre  shy 
iktm  tfaej  were  helow  the  noantaiaf.    The  aatelopea  haw 
iq;aiM  edilected  hi  swall  herds,  eonposed  of  sereral  fiBimles  • 
With  their  yomg,  attended  by  om  or  two  maks,  thoog^ 
•oMe  of  the  males  are  still  solitary  or  waader  ia  partite 
of  two  oTer  the  plains,  whieh  the  antelope  iirrariaUy  pre* 
ftrs  to  the  woodiaads,  aad  to  whieh  it  alvays  retreats  tfhy 
aeeideiit  it  is  fotmd  straggUag  in  the  hills,  eonftdiiig  no  doaht 
In  itk  wonderfal  lieetaess.  We  tdso  kilfed  a  few  yoang  i;;eese, 
tat  as  this  game  is  small  and  very  ineompetent  to  Uie  eab* 
itfetenee  of  the  party,  we  hare  forbidden  the  men  any  longer 
to  waste  their  ammunition  on  them.    About  four  aad  a  half 
m^les  above  Gass's  ereek,  die  valley  In' whieh  wo  haiv^4heea 
travelling  eeases,  the  high  eraggy  diflk  agafai  npproaeh  the 
Aver,  whieh  now  eaters  or  rather  leaves  what  appears  to  bo 
a  eeeond  great  ehahi  of  the  Roelcy  mountains.    About  a 
mile  after  enleriog  these  hills  er  low  mounSnlns  we  passed 
k  Dumber  of  fine  bold  springs,  whieh  burst  out  near  the  edge 
MT  the  river  under  the  elMTs  on  the  left,  aad  furnished  a 
itne  iVeestoue  water:  near  these  we  met  with  two  of  the 
worei  rapids  we  have  seen  since  entering  the  mbuntainsi  a 
ridge  of  sharp  pointed  rocks  stretehing  aeross  the  rivers 
leaving  but  small  and  dangerous  eimnnels  fbr  the  naviga* 
tidn.    The  eliffii  are  of  a  Hghter  oidour  than  those  we  have 
already  passed,  and  in  the  hed  of  the  river  is  some  Hme^ 
sCeaie  whieh  is  small  aad  worn  smooth,  and  seems  to  have 
been  brought  down  by  the  onrrent.    We.w^it  about  a  aula 
farther  and  encamped  under  a  high  bluff  on  the  right  oppo- 
site to  a  sAiff  of  rocks,  having  made  sixteen  miles. 

AH  tiiese  elifis  appeared  to  have  been  undermined  by 
tiie  water  at  some  period,  and  laHen  down  from  the  hiHe 
^  tlieir  sides,  the  stratas  of  roek  sometimes  lying  with 
their  edges  upwards,  others  not  detached  from  the  hills  ara 

▼Oi.  I.  T  t  . 
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Aqmitfed  ^iWqiieljr  on  the  tld^  next  tlie  rirer  at  if  tlM7kt4 
•oak  to  fill  op  the  eaTfty  formed  by  the  washing  of  the  river. 

In  the  ^ften  plneet  among  the  roeky  eliffs  are  two  kindt 
of  gooseberry^  one  yellow,  and  the  other  red«  The  former 
spedes  was  obserred  for  the  first  time  near  the  fdis»  the 
latter  diffbrs  from  it  in  no  respeet  exeept  in  eolear  and  in 
bdng  of  a  larger  size:  both  bare  a  swe^t  flayonr,  and  mrar 
fadMT  in^fibrent  firuit. 

Friday  M.  We  again  fonnd  the  enrrent  strong  and  the 
rlj^es  freqnent:  these  wo  were  obliged  to  oTereome  bf 
means  of  the  eord  and  the  pole,  the  oar  being  soaredy  efor 
msed  exeept  in  erossing  to  take  adrantage  of  the  shore. 
Within  .tluree  and  three  quarter  miles  we  passed  seven 
small  islands  and  reaehed  the  month  of  a  large  ereek  whaeh 
entities  itself  in  the  eentre  of  a  bend  on  the  left  side:  it  is 
a  brid  running  stream  fifteen  yards  wide,  and  reoeired  the 
name  of  Howard  ereek  after  John  P.  Howard  one  of  the 
parly.  One  mile  beyond  it  is  ^  smidl  ran  whieh  falls  in  am 
the  smne  side  jnst  aboTe  a  rooky  elifll  Here  the  mountaina 
veeode  from  the  river^  and  the  yalley  widens  to  the  extent 
of  several  miles.  The  river  now  becomes  crowded  with 
isfauids  of  whieh  we  passed  ten  in  the  next  thirteen  and 
three  quarter  mileSf  then  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  milea 
we  encamped  on  the  left  shore  near  a  rock  in  the  centre  of 
%  bend  towards  the  left»  and  opposite  to  two  more  ishmds. 
This  valley  has  wide  low  grounds  covered  wi^  high  grasa^ 
and  in  many  with  a  fine  turf  of  green  sward.  The  soil  of  the 
highlands  is  thin  and  meagrCf  without  any  covering  except 
alow  sedge  and  a  dry  kind  of  grass  which  b  almost  as  incoa- 
veikient  as  the  prickly  pear.  The  seeds  of  it  are  armed 
with  a  long  twisled  hard  beafd  at  their  upper  extrem^ff 
while  the  lower  |iart  is  a  sharp  firm  pointy  beset  at  its  base 
with  little  stiff  bristles^  with  the  pointo  in  a  direetiw  con- 
trary to  the  subulate  pobit  to  which  they  answer  as  a  barb* 
We  see  also  another  species  of  priel^ly  pear.  It  is  of  a  glo- 
bular fonn,  composed  of  an  anamUage  of  little  ooniekaTna 
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Up  the  JIBi$amL  ttt 

spriogiBg firdm  a eommte root  to  wUeh tlioir  tniftlliNiiiiti 
are  attaehed  as  a  eommoa  ceatref  aad  the  base  of  the  eoao 
forms  the  apex  of  the  leaf  whieh  is  garnished  iiith  a  eirea*. 
lar  raoge  of  sharp  thorns  like  the  eoehineal  plaiit»  aadtputo, 
as  stiff  and  eren  more  keen  than  those  of  the  eommoa 
Au-leafed  speeies.  Between  the  hills  the  rirer  had  beta 
eonflned  within  one  hnndred  and  fifty  w  two  hundred  yardsy 
but  in  the  yaUey  it  widens  to  two  hundred  €it  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yardSf  and  sometimes  is  spread  by  its  numerous 
islands  to  the  distance*  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  The 
'  hanks  are  I0W9  but  the  river  nerer  overfiows  them.  On  'en* 
tering  ^e  valley  we  again  saw  the  snow-dUid  mountains 
before  us»  bat  the  appearance  of  the  hills  as  well  as  of  the 
timber  near  us  is  much  as  heretofore. 

Finding  Chaboneau  unable  to  proceed  captain  Clarke 
left  him  with  one  of  the  men,  and  aeeompaaied  by  the  other 
went  up  the  river  aliout  twelve  miles  to  the  toip  of  a  moun- 
tain. Here  he  bad  an  extensive  view  of  the  river  valley  up* 
wards  and  saw  a  large  creek  whieh  flowed  in  on  the  right 
side.  He  however  discovered  no  fresh  sign  of  the  Indianv^ 
and  therefore  determined  to  examine  the  middle  branch 
and  join  us  by  the  time  we  reached  the  forks:  he  descended 
the  mountain  by  an  Indian  path  which  wound  through  a 
deep  valley,  and  at  length  reached  a  fine  cold  spring.  The 
day  had  been  very  warm,  the  path  unshaded  by  timber,  and 
Ids  thirst  was  excessive^  he  was  therefore  tempted  to  drink: 
bat  although  he  took  the  precaution  of  previously  wetting 
hja  head,  feet  aad  hands,  he  soon  found  himself  very 
unwell:  he  continued  his  route,  and  after  resting  with  Cha- 
boneau at  his  camp,  resumed  his  march  across  the  north 
fork  near  a  large  island.  The  first  part  was  kne^  deep,  but 
on  the  other  side  of  the  island  the  water  came  to  their 
waists  and  war  so  rapid  that  Qhaboneau  was  on  the  point 
of  being  swept  away,  and  not  bein^  able  to  swim  would  liave 
perished  if  ciq^n  Clarke  had  not  rescued  him.  While 
erosstng  the  island  they  killed  two  browa  beai'^wd  saw 
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great  qvradties  %t  bwfer.  He  dm  wait  im  to  %  i 
fiver  wUoh  folk  iato  tlw  Berth  tmtk  semesifcft  alMnreke 
jvDetioB  with  the  two  elhen:  here»  ikMrng  hioiftelf  grew 
Aere  anweU,  he  telted  for  the  night  «t  the  dtrttMe  of  Um 
jedlee  fkroih  his  lait  eaeaipieflt,    - 

Satordajr  S7.  We  proeeeded  on  b«t  tkwljy  the  ovrefll 
beieg  itill  so  nfiA  ae  to  reqnire  the  otiBoit  exenioBr  of  oe 
Bli  to  odvBBee^  uaA  the  men  are  losfaig  their  streagth  €Mt 
la  eOBseqaeBee  of  their  eoBstaat  eflbrts*   At  half  a  mile  wo 
passed  an  island,  aad  a  vile  and  a* quarter  forther  agwi' 
entered  a  ridge  of  hills  whieh  now  approach  the  river  with 
elUbappareatlj  sinhing  like  those  of  yesterdaj.    Ihoy  are 
eomposed  of  a  solid  iinieitoBe  of  a  light  lead  eoloiur  when 
e9q;>08ed  to  the  air^  thou^  wlien  fredily  broken  it  ie  of  a 
de^  UaOf  and  of  an  exoellent  quality  and  very  "tee  groin. 
On  these  elift  were  numbers  of  the  bighorn.    At  two  and 
a  half  miles  we  reoehed  the  eeatre  of  a  bead  towards  the 
sonth  passing  a  small  island,  maA  at  one  mile  and  a  qaarior 
beyond  this  reaehed  abont  nine  in  the  morning  the  month 
of  a  river  seventy  ytfds  widOf  whieh  falls  in  from  the  eonth* 
east.   Here  the  eountry  suddenly  opens  into  extensive  and 
beautiful  meadows  and  plains^  surrounded  on  every  ode 
with  distant  and  lofty  mouatains.    Captain  Lewis  went  up 
this  stream  for  about  half  a  mile,  and  from  the  height  of  a 
limestone  cliff  could  observe  its^  course  about  seven  nalea^ 
and  the  three  forks  of  the  Missouri,  of  which  this  river  ie 
one.  Its  extreme  point  bore  S.  66^  E.  and  during  the  seven 
miles  it  passes  through  a  green  extensive  meadow  of  fine 
grass  dividing  itself  into  several  streams,  the  largest  passing 
near  the  ridge  of  hills  <m  which  he  stood.   On  the  right  sidB 
of  the  Missouri  a  high,  wide  and  extensive  plain  sueeeeds  t0 
this  low  meadow  which  reaches  the  hills.    In  the  noieadow 
^  large  sping  rises  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  thia 
southeast  fork,  into  which  it  discharges  itself  on  the  right 
side  about  four  hundred  paces  from  where  he  stood.    Bo» 
tween  the  southeast  and  middle  forks  a  distant    rai^A 
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ftbove  tlie  iiregidbur  braken  kills  jMarer  to  this  wf&ii  dM 

middle  ud  soothwett  foriu  UflJto  at  Imlf  a  mile  abote  ih» 

mitraiieeoftheMQtlttaftfiirk*  Tbeextwaepoiatatirlddi 

the  former  eaii  be  leen^  bean  S.  ±S^  IL  and  at  tbe  dfataaee 

of  jbarieeii  flOleo^  whom  it  tumt  to  the  rigbt  roiitid  die 

iwiat  of  a  high  plaia  aad  disiq^pears  from  the  tiow.  lit  low 

groandft  are  sereral  miles  ia  width,  flSsrming  a  smooth  and 

beaatiftil  green  meadow,  aad  Ufce  the  sootlieast  fork  it  di- 

"vides  itsdf  iatff  seteral  streams.   Between  these  two  Ibrks 

mid  near  their  Jaoetion  with  that  from  the  toathwest,  is  a 

posilioD  admirably  well  oalealated  for  a  fort*   It  is  a  Ume- 

•toae  roek  of  an  ebloog  form,  risii^  from  the  plain  perpen* 

dienlarlj  to  the  height  of  twenty-five  feet  on  three  of  its 

sides;  the  fourth  towards  the  middle  fork  being  a  gradmd 

asie^t  and  eovered  with  a  fine  green  sward,  as  is  also  the 

top  whieh  is  lerel  and  eontains  about  two  aeres.  An  extea* 

sive  plain  lies  between  the  middle  and  southwest  forks^  the 

last  of  whieh  after  watering  a  eooatry  like  that  of  the 

other  two  branohes,  disappears  about  twelve  miles  off,  at  a 

point  bearing  south  SO^  west*    It  is  also  more  divided  and 

serpentine  ia  its  eoorse  Uian  the  other  two,  and  possesses 

BMre  timber  in  its  meadows.    Thb  timber  eonsists  almost 

oxelosively  of  the  narrow-leafed  oottonwood,  with  an  inter- 

vaxture  of  box-alder  aad  sweet>willow,  the  underbrush  be^ 

ing  thiek  and  Ufce  that  of  the  Missoori  lower  down.   A 

range  of  high  mountains  partially  eovered  with  snow  is  seen 

at  a  eonsideraUe  di^taaee  nmaii^  from  south  to  west,  and 

nearly  all  around  us  are  broken  ridges  of  eoimtry  like  that 

below,  throuf^  whieh  those  united  streams  appear  to  have 

fiweed  their  passage:  after  observing  the  eountry  eaptain 

Ijewis  deseended  to  breakfast.    We  then  left  the  mouth  of 

tine  south^tst  fork,  to  whieh  in  honour  of  the  seeretary  of* 

the  treasury  we  ealled  Ctallattn's  river,  and  at  the  distance 

of  half  a  mile  reaelied  the  eonfluenee  of  the  soutbwesi  and 

aoiddle  hraaeh  of  the  Missouris.   Here  we  found  the  letter 
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fiMi  captain  darin*  aad  as  we  agreed  with  Um  that  Ike 
direction  ef  the  sonthwett  fbrk  gaTC  ita  dedided  prefer  wee 
erer  the  otherst  we  aaeended  that  branch  of  the  rirer  for  a 
mile,  and  encanqicd  in  a  IctcI  handtome  plain  on  the  kfb 
ha?ii^  adTaneed  only  teren  ndUbs*  Here  we  reoolved  la 
wait  the  return  of  captain  Clarke,  and  in  the  neaatinie 
Bake  the  neecMary  celestial  ohserrations,  as  thk  seems  an 
essential  point  in  the  gei^raphy  of  the  western  world,  and 
also  to  recruit  the  men  and  air  the  baf^^age.  It  was  ae<* 
eordinfi^y  all  unloaded  and  stowed  away  on  shore.  Near 
the  three  forks  we  saw  many  ecdlections  of  the  mod-nests 
of  the  small  martin  attaehed  to  the  smooth  faces  of  the 
limestone  rock,  where  they  were  sheltered  by  projeetioDS 
of  the  rock  abore  it:  and  in  the  meadows  were  numbov  of 
the  duck  or  mallard  with  their  young,  who  are  now  neaxly 
grown,  'klat  hunters  returned  towards  cTcning  with  six 
deer,  three  otter  and  a  muskrat;  and  Imd  seen  great  num- 
bers of  antelopes,  and  much  sign  oi^the  l>eayer  and  elk. 

During  all  last  night  captain  Clarke  had  a  high  fever 
and  chills  accompanied  with  great  pain.  He  howcTcr  pur- 
sued his  route  eight  miles  to  the  middle  branch,  where  n^ 
ftttdii^  any  fresh  Indiui  track  he  came  down  it  and  joined 
us  about  tliree  o'clock,  very  mneh  exhausted  with  fatigue 
and  the  Violence  of  his  fever.  Believing  himself  bilious  he 
look  a  dose  of  Bush's  pills,  which  we  have  always  found 
sovereign  in  such  cases,  and  bathing  the  lower  extremities 
in  warm  water. 

We  are  nowvjdry  anxious  to  see  the  Snake  Indians.  Af- 
ter advancing  for  several  hundred  mil^  into  this  wild  and 
mountainous  country,  we  may  soon  expect  that  the  game 
will  abandon  us.  With  no'  information  of  the  route  we  may 
be  unaUe  to  find  a  passage  across  the  mountains  when  we 
reach  the  head  of  the  river,  at  least  such  a  one  as  will  lead 
ns  to  the  Columlna,  and  even  were  we  so  fortunate  as  to 
find  a  branch  of  that  river,  the  timber  which  we  have  hitlMto 
seen  in  thfse  mountains  does  not  promise  us  any  fit  to  make 
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eaaoetf  so  that  oiur  chief  dependesee  is  on  Metii^  i 
trUie  from  whom  we  may  proenre  honet*  Our  eoatolatioa 
h,  that  this  southwest  branch  can  scarcely  head  with  any 
•ther  riter  ^han  the  Columbia^  and  that  if  any  nation  of  la- 
gans can  Utc  in  the  moontains  we  are  able  to  endnre  as 
mneh  as  they,  and  haTC  eyea  better  means  of  preenring 
snbalstmee. 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

TV  iiu»e  of  the  MiiaMiri  changed,  as  the  riTer  nov  diTidet  llteir  iato  tfcfc* 
ivki.  gne  of  wUeh  is  ealled  aaer  J^ertoo,  thetttherMaditoo^ttidtbeotiicr 
alUr  GaUatui— their  geaeral  eharaeter— the  partf  asoend  the  Jefenoa 
braneh— descriptVm  of  the  river  Philocophj  which  entert  intp  the  JeilertOD 
— eaptain  Lewis  and  a  small  party  go  in  adrance  in  seareh  of  the  Shoahoaees 
-Hleaoripti<l^  of  the  eonntry,  ht,  bordering  on  the  rirer— captain  Lewis  still 
preee&g  fie  main  partj  in  quest  of  the  Sboabonces  a  singohir  aeaUcat 
whieh  premnted  eaptain  Clarke  from  following  saptain  Lewis's  advfee,  aad 
aseeoding  the  middle  Ibrk  of  the  river^eseriptioB  of  Philanthropy  riimr, 
another  stream  ronninglnto  ihit  Jefferson — captain  Lewb  and  a  small  par^ 
having  been  unsneoessliil  in  their  first  attempt,  set  off*  a  second  time  in  qncst 
of  the  Shoshonees. 

Sotiday,  Jaty  28«  Caftaiit  Cjlabkb  eontiiiiied  yetj  n- 
irell  doriDg  the  nigfatf  but  wasBomewhrntlrelieTed  this  oMn- 
in;;.  On  exuuidiig  the  two  streaniB  it  bee«iiie  difieolt  t* 
decide  whieh  was  the  larger  or  the  real  Missourii  they  are 
eaeh  ninetj  yards  widfe  aad  so  perftetly  similw  ia  eharae- 
ter andappearanee  that  they  seem  to  have  been  tmnoni  la 
the  same  moold.  We  were  therefore  indaeed  to  diseoaliaae 
the  name  of  Missouri^  and  gave  to  the  southwest  braaeh 
the  name  of  Jefferson  in  hononr  of  the  president  of  the  Diai-* 
ted  States,  aad  the  projeetor  of  the  enterprise:  aad  eaUed 
the  middle  branch  Madisoa,  after  James  Madison  seeretary 
^f  state.  These  two,  as  well  as  Gallatin  rirer,  ran  with 
great  velocity  aad  throw  out  large  bodies  of  water.  GaHathi 
riTcr  is  however  the  most  rapid  of  the  three,  aad  though  net 
quite  as  deep,  yet  navigable  for  a  eonsiderahle  distance. 
Madison  river  thoa^  much  less  rapid*  than  the  6allati%  is 
somewhat  more  rapid  than  the  Jeflferson;  the  beds  of  aD  of 
them  are  formed  of  smooth  pebble  and  gravel,  and  tt» 
waters  are  perfectly  transparent.  The  timber  in  the  nta^ 
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konrkeod  voiild  be  tuffleient  for  the  ortffaDarj  vtes  of  m  ei- 
tablisliHieiit,  vhieh,  howefer,  it  irouM  be  adfideable  to 
build  of  brick*  tfs  the  earth  appears  ea)colateil  for  that  pnr- 
pode^  and  abag  the  shores  are  some  bars  of  fine  pure  saiid. 
The  greater  part  of  the  men*  haTing  yestefdaj  put  their 
deer  skins  in  yf%ter,  were  this  day  engaged  ki  dressing 
them^  for  the  purpose  of  making  elothiiig.    The  we^h^ 
Was  very  warm,  the  thermometer  in  the  itftei^oon  was  at 
90*  above  0,  and  the  rausquitoes  more  than  usually  Inedn* 
Tenient:  we  weire^  however*  relieved  from  them  bj  a  hi^ 
wind  from  the  southwest,  whieh  came  on  at  four  o'clock, 
bringing  a  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  attended  by  re- 
freeing  showers^  whleh  eontinued  till  after  dark.    In  the 
evening  the  hunters  returned  with  eight  deer  and  tvro  elk; 
and  the  party  who  had  been  sent  up  the  Gallatin,  reported 
fhat  after  passing  the  point,  where  it  escaped  from  captian 
liewis's  view  yesterday,  it  turned  more  towards  the  east,  as 
faFas  tiiey  coiild  discern  the  opening  of  the  mountains^ 
formed  by  the  valley  whieh  bordered  it.    The  low  grounds 
were  stiU  vride  but  not  so  extensive  as  near  its  mouth,  and  . 
iheogh  the  stream  is  rapid  and  much  ^vided  by  islands,  it  is 
still  sufficiently  deep  for  navigation  with,  canoes.    The  low 
greunds,  although  not  more  than  eight  or  nine  feet  above 
the  water,  seem  never  to  be  overflowed,  except  a  part  on 
ih»  west  side  of  the  middle  folk,  which  is  stony  and  seems 
eeeaeiOBally  inundated,  are  furiiished  with  great  quantities 
of  sinall  fruit,  such  as  currants  and  gooseberries:  among 
the  last  of  whieh  is  a  bbek  species,  which  we  observe  not 
•nly  in  the  meadows  but  along  the  mountain  rivulets.  From 
the  same  root  rise  a  number- of  stems  to  the  height  of  five 
er  Bix  feet,.iK)me  of  them  particularly  immched  and  all  re- 
alining*    The  berry  is  attached  by  a  long  pedunele  t^  the 
HBfSMf  from  whieh  they  hang  of  a  smooth  pvate  form,  as 
large  as  the  common  garden  gooseberry,  ahd  fts  Uaek  as . 
jet»  though  the  pulp  is  of  a  bright  crimson  colour.   It  is  ex-  , 
tr^mely  acid:  the  form  of  the  leaf  resembles  that  of  the 
▼ot.  I.  un         ^ 
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OMiiiioii  goeadberry^  though  larger.  The  item  is  eonrad 
with  Tery  sharp  thorns  or  hriars:  the  grass  too  is  yery  luifri- 
ant  and  would  yield  fine  hag?  in  parcels  of  sereral  acres.  He 
sand-rushes  will  grow  in  many  ^aees  as  high  as  a  mai^s 
breasty  and  as  thiek  as  stalks  of  wheat;  it  would  supply  the 
best  food  during  the  winter  to  eattle  of  any  trading  or  Jul* 
litary  post. 

Sae^jawea^  our  Indian  wonum^  infoms  us  that  we  are 
eneamped  on  the  precise  spot  where  her  eountryraen,  the  . 
Snake  Indians,  had  their  huts  five  years  ago,  when  the 
Minnetarees  of  Ejiife  riTcr  first  came  in  sight  of  them,  and 
from  which  they  hastily  retreated  three  mUes  up  (he  JeC- 
fbrson,  mkl  concealed  thcAiselTcs  in  the  woods.  The  Min- 
netarees, howcTcr^  pursued  and  attacked  them,  kiUed 
four  men,  as  many  women^  and  a  number  of  boys;  and  made 
prisoners  of  four  other  boys,  and  all  the  females^  of  whom 
Saci^awea  was  one:  she  does  not,  however^  show  any  dis- 
tress at  these  reeoUections^  nor,  aiqrjoy  at  the  prospect  rf 
being  restored  to  her  country;  for  she  seems  to  possess  the 
foUy  or  the  philosophy  of  not  suffering  her  feelings  to  ex- 
tend beyond  the  anxiety  of  haying  plenty  to  eat  and  a  few* 
trinkets  to  wear. 

Monday  29.  This  morning  the  hunters  brought  in  some 
Sat  deer  of  (he  long-tailed  red  kind>  which  arc  quite  as  large 
as  those  of  the  United  States,  and  are,  indeed,  the  only  kind 
we  haye  found  at  this  place:  there  are  numbers  of  the  sand- 
hill cranes  feeding  in  the  meadows;  we  caught  a  young  om 
of  the  same  colour  as  the  red  deer,  which,  though  it  hM 
.  nearly  attained  its  full  growth  could  not  fly;  it  is  yery  fierce 
and  strikes  a  seyere  blow  with  its  beak.    The  kingfiilmr 
has  become  quite  common  on  this  side  of  the  foils:  but  we 
haye  seen  none  of  the  summer  dock  since  leaying'  that 
place.    The  mallard  duck,  which  we  saw  for  tlie  first  time* 
on  the  30th  instmt,  with  their  youngi  un  now  abundant^ 
though  they  do  not  breed  en  the  Missouri,  below  the  moun- 
tains.    The  smaU  birds  already  described  are  also  abn^- 
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danl  in  the  plfungj  here  teoy  are  great  quntHies  of  grass- 
lioppers  or  oriekets;  and  among  otker  animals^  a  large  ant 
^ith  a  reddish  brown  body  and  legSf  and  a  Uaek  head  and 
abdomen,  who  build  little  eones  of  grareU  ten  or  twelre 
inches  high,  without  a  mixture  of  sticks,  and  but  ttttl6 
earth*  In  the  river  We  see  a  great  abundance  of  flsh,  hot 
we  cannot  tepipt  them  to  bite  by  any  tiling  on  our  hooks. 
The  whole  party  have  been  <engaged  in  dressing  skins,  and 

.  making  them  into  moccasins  and  leggings*  Ciq;itain 
Clarke's  fever  has  almost  left  him,  but  he  still  remains 
Tery  languid  and  has  a  general  soreness  in  his-limbs*  The 
latitude  of  our  camp>  as  the  mean  of  two  observations  of 
the  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun^s  lower  limb  with  octant 
by  back  observation,  is  N.  45^  24'  8*'  5*^. 

Tuesday  SO.  Captain  Clarke  was  this  morning  much 
restored^  and,  therefore,  having  made  all  the  observations 
necessary  to  fix  the  longitude,  we  reloaded  our  canoes,  and 
began  to  ascend  Jefferson  river*  '  The  river  now  becomes 
very  crooked,  and  forms  bends  op  each  side;  the  current  too 
18  rapid,  and  cut  into  a  great  number  of  channels,  and  some- 
times shoals,  the  beds  of  which  consist  of  coarse  gravcL 
The  islands  are  unusually  numerous:  on  the  right  are  high 
^ains  occasionidly  forming  cliffs  of  rocks  and  hills;  while 
the  left  was  an  extensive  low  ground  and  prairie  uitersected 
by  a  number  of  bayous  or  channels  falling  into  the  river. 
Captain  Lewis,  who  had  walked  through  it  with  Chaboneau, 

w  his  wife,  and  two  invalids,  Joined  us  at  dinner,  a  few  miles 
above  our  camp.  Here  the  Indian  woman  said  was  the 
place  where  she  had  been  made  prisoner^  The  men  being 
too  &w  to  contend  with  the  Mimietarees,  mounted  their 
borses,  and  fled  as  soon  as  the  attack  began*  The  women 
snd  children  dispersed,  and  Saeajawea  as  fhe  was  crossing 
sit  a  shoal  placie,  was  overtaken  in  the  middle  of  the  river 
bj  her  pursuers*  As  we  proceeded,  the  low  grounds  were 
ooTcred  with  cottonwood  and  a  thick  underbrush,  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  excqpt  where  the  hig^  hills  pre- 
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rmt$dHf  tluifroand  was  divided  bjr  bayoas,  whklr  wte 
dammed  ^jf  hj  the  besTer^  whiek  are  very  nimereius  Iien«_ 
We  made.  tweWe  and  a  quarter  miles*  and  enean^ed  oa 
ih»  Bortk  %\ie.  Ci^itain  Lewis  proeeeded  after  dioiM^» 
ilireugh  an  extensiTo  low  ground  of  timber  and  neadov 
land  intermixed;  but  the  bajous  were  so  obstrueted  hj 
beaver  dams,  that  in  order  to  avoid  them  he  directed  his 
aaarse  towards  the  high  plain  on  the  right.  This  he  gained 
with  some  diffleulty,  after  wading  up  to  his  waist  through 
the  mud  and  water  of  a  namher  of  beater  dams.  When  he 
desired  to  rejoin  the  canoes  he  found  the  underbrush  so 
tliielL^  and  the  river  so  crooked*  that  this,  joined  to  the 
diffieulty  of  passing  the  beaver  dams*  induced  him  to  go  on 
and  endeavour  to  intercept  the  river  at  some  point  where  it 
ndght  be  more  collected  into  one  channel  aad^amproaeh 
nearer  to  the  high  plain.  He  arrived  at  the  bank  about  sun- 
set* having  gone  only  six  miles  in  a  direct  cpurse  from  the 
ijanoes:  but  he  saw  no,  traces  of  the  men*  nor  did  he  reoeive 
wy  answer  to  his  shouts  nor  the  firing  of  his  gun.  It  was 
DOW  nearly  dark;  a  duck  fighted  near  him  and  he  shot  it.  He 
then  went  on  the  head  of  a  small  is^nd  where  he  found  some 
^ftwood*  which  enabled  him  to  cook  his  duck  for  supper* 
and  he  laid  down  to  sleep  on  some  willow  brush.  The  night 
was  cool*  but  the  driftwood  gave  him  a  good  fire*  and  he 
Bufiered  no  inconvenience  except  from  the  musquitoes. 

Wednesday  31.  The  next  morning  he  waited  till  after 
seven  o'clock*  when  he  became  unea^  lest  we  should  have 
gone  beyond  his  camp  last  evening  uid  determined  tofolJoir ' 
us.  Just  as  he  had  set  out  with  this  intention*  he  saw  erne 
of  the  party  in  advance,  of  die  canoes;  althoQgh  our  eanap 
was  only  two  miles  bel6w  him*  in  a  straight  line*  we  eonU 
not  reach  him  sooner*  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
water  and  the  circuitous  course  of  the  river.  We  halted  fisr 
lureakfast*  after  which  captain  Lewis'  continued  bis  ronle. 
At  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  oar  encampment  we  pessed 
the  principal  entrance  of  a  stream  on  th«  Uti,  which  mos  in 
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flie  Miavy  mooiitaiiit  to  t^  soiit}iW9«t»  betwem  JdftrMn  «nd 
Madison  mers^  and  disehftrgos  itself  by  sotob  moutbst  flve 
beloWf  aad  one  three  miles  above  this,  wbieh  is  the  brg^st, 
and  about  thirty  y^rds  wide:  we  called  it  Philosophy  riTer* 
The  water  of  it  is  ^undaat  a^d  perleetly  elear^  and  the  bed 
like  that  of  the  Jefferson  eonsists  of  pebble  'and  graveL 
There*  is  some  timber  in  the  bottoms  of  the  river,  and  Tart 
Qumbenl  of  otter  and  beaver»  whieh  build  on  its  smriler 
months  and  the  bayous  of  its  neighbouriiood.  The  Jefferson 
continues  as  yesterdayi  shoaly  and  rapidt  but  as  the  islands 
though  numerous  are  small^  it  it  however  more  eolleetediq* 
to  one  eurrent  than  it  was  below4  and  is  from  ninety  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  yards  in  width*  The  low  ground  has  a 
fertile  soil  of  rioh  blaek  loam»  and  eontains  a  considerable 
quantity  of  timber,  with  the  jbullrnsh  and  eattail  flag  very 
abundant  in  the  moist  parts,  while  the  drier  situations  art 
eovered  with  ftne  grass,  tansy,  thistles,  onions,  and  tfax.  Tlie 
uplands  are  barren,  nnd  without  timber:  the  soil  is  a  light 
yellow  elay  intermixed  with  small  smooth  pebble  and  gravel, 
and  the  only  produce  is  the  priclUy-pear,  the  sedge,  and 
the  bearded  grass,  whieh  is  as  dry  wi  inflammiU)le  as  tinder« 
Jl$  we  proceeded  the  low  grounds  became  narrower,  and  the 
timber  more  scarce,  till  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  the  high 
bUls  a^^oach  and  overhang  the  river  en  both  sides,  form- 
jilgcMb  of  a  hard  blaek  granite,  lil^  almost  all  those  below 
the  limestone  cliffs  at  the  three  forks  of  the  Missouri:  they 
Qontinue  so  for  a  mile  and  three  quarters,  where  we  came 
to  a  point  of  rook  on  the  right  side,  at  which  place  the  hiBs 
.sigain  retire,  aiid  the  valley  widens  to  the  distance  of  a  mile 
SlBid  a  half.  Within  the  next  five  miles  we  passed  four 
ialai^s,  and  reached  the  foot  of  a  mountain  in  a  bend  of  the 
jriver  to  the  left:  from  this  place  we  went  a  mile  and  a  quar- 
aer  to  the  entrance  of  a  sma^l  ran  dischargiag^  itself  on  the 
left,  and  eneamped  on  an  island  just  above  it,  after  making 
aeventeen  and  three  quarter  miles.  We  observe  some  pine 
mk  the  hills  on  both  sidef  of  our  encampment^  which  are  veiy 
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loflfy.  The  Miygaaae  wUeli  welimve  leea  ftreoBeU|^n, 
ft  ftw  antelopesy  deer^  and  one  brown  benr^  whleli  eieafod 
from  our  puTBuit.  Notbiog  wat^  howeTer,  killed  to-daji 
nor  have  we  had  any  fresh  meat  except  one  beayer  for  the 
last  two  daysy  so  that  we  are  now  rednced  to  an  unnsuil 
sitoationf  for  we  have  hitherto  always  had  a  great  aboa- 
dance  of  flesh. 

Thursday^  Angnst  i*  We  left  our  eneampment  early, 
and  at  the  distanoe  of  a  mile,  reaehed  a  point  of  rooks  on  the 
left  side,  where  the  riyer  passes  though  perpendicular  difs. 
Two  and  three  quarter  miles  Curler  we  halted  to^  break* 
Ikst  under  a  cedar  tree  In  a  bend  to  the  right:  here  as  had 
rbecn  previously  arranged,  captain  Lewis  left  us,  with  ser- 
geant Gass,  <3babotteau,  and  Drewyer,  intending  to  go  on  in 
advance  in  search  of  the  Sboshonees.    He  began  his  route 
along  the  north  side  of  the  river  over  a  high  range  of  moun- 
tains, as  captain  Clariie  who  ascended  them  on  the  26th  had 
observed  frmi  them  a  large  valley  spreading  to  the  north  '* 
of  west,  and  concluded  that  on  leaving  the  mountain  the 
river  took  that  direction^  hot  when  he  reached  that  valley, 
captain  Lewis  found  it  to  be  the  passage  of  a  large  cred^ 
falling  just  above  the  mountain  into  the  Jefferson,  whifh 
bears  to  the  southwest.    On  discovering  his  eiTor,he  bent 
his  course  towards  that  river,  which  he  reached  about  two 
in  the  afternoon,  very  much  exhausted  with  heat  and  thirst. 
The  mountains  inhere  very  bare  of  timber,  and  tlie  route  laj 
along  the  steep  and  narrow  hollows  of  the  mountain,  e^a« 
sed  to  the  mid-day  sun,  without  air,  or  shade,  or  water. 
Just  as  he  arrived  there  a  flock  of  elk  passed,  and  they  kil- 
led two  of  them,  on  which  they  made  their  dinner/and  left 
the  rest  on  the  shore  for  the  party  in  the  canoes«    Afl^ 
dinner  they  resumed  their  march,  ulaA  encamped  on  the  nortlt 
side  of  the  river,  after  making  seventeen  miles;  in  erossii^ 
the  mountains  captain  Lewis  saw  a  flock  of  the  Uack  or  dask 
brown  pheasant,  of  which  he  killed  one.    This  bird  is  mm 
third  larger  than  theeomteon  {Oioasantof  the  Atlantic  Stat^; 
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its  tovm  is  nuieh  the  same.  The  male  kas  qot  lioweTor  tlia 
tofts  of  long  blaok  feathers  on  the  sides  of  tbe  neek  so 
eons^eaons  in  the  Atlantie  pheasant^  and.  both  sexes  are 
booted  nearly  to  the  toes.  The  eolouris  a  nniibrm  dark 
brown^with  a  small  mixture  of  yellow  or  yellowish  brown 
speeks  on  some  of  ihe  feathers^  partieularly  those  of  tbe 
tail^  though  the  extremities  of  these  are  perfectly  blaek 
for  about  an  ineh.  The  eye  is  nearly  blaek»  and  the  iris 
has  a  small  dash  of  yellowish  brown;  the*  feathers  of  the 
tail  are  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  oar  pheasant^  but 
the  same  in  number,  eighteen^  and  nearly  equal  in  size,  ex- 
eept  that  thos^  of  the  middle  are  somewhat  the  longest;  their 
flesh  IS  white  and  agreeably  flavoured. 

He  also  saw  among  the  scattered  pine  neiir  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  a  blue  bird  about  the  size  of  a  robin^  but  in 
action  and  fbrm'somethingjike  a  jay;  it  is  oonstantly  in  mo- 
tiont  hopping  from  spray  to  spray,  and  its  note  which  is  loud 
and  frequent,  is>  as  far  as  letters  can  represent  it,  char  ah! 
«har  -ah!  eliar  ah! 

After  breakfast  we  proceeded  on:  at  the  distance  of  two 
and  a  quarter  miles  the  river  enters  a  high  mountain,  which 
forms  rugged  Cliffs  of  nearly  perpendicular  rooks.  These 
are  of  a  black  granite  at  the  lower  part^  and  the  upper  con* 
aists  of  a  light  coloured  freestone;  they  continue  from  the 
point  of  rocks  elose  to  the  river  for  nine  miles,  whfbh  we 
passed  before  breakfast,  during  which  the  Current  is  rery 
atrongb  At  nine  and  a  quarter  miles  we  passed  an  island, 
and  a  rapid  with  a  (hll  of  six  feet,  and  reached  the  entrance 
of  a  large  creek  on  the  left  side.  In  passing  this  place  the 
towline  of  one  of  the  canoes  broke  just  at  the  shoot  of  the 
vapids,  swung  on  the  rocks  and  had  nearly  upset.  To  the 
creek  as  well  as  the  rapid  we  gave  the  nalM^  of  Frazier,  af- 
ter Rober  Frazier  one  of  the  party:  here  file  country  opens 
into  a  beautiful  Talley  from  six  to  eight  miles  in  Width:  the 
river  then  becomes  crooked  and  crowded  with  islands;  its 
lowgrounds  wide  and^rtfle^  but  though  covered  with  fine 
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grass  from  nkielMhesia  two  fbet high; possesses  butasiriyu 
preportion  of  timber,  and  that  eonsists  almost  entirely  of  a 
ft  w  narrow-leafed  cottonwood  distributed  aloi^  the  Torgaof 
the  riTer.  The  soil  of  the  plain  b  tolerably  fertile,  andoonsisto 
ofablaekw  dark  yellow  loam.  Itgradoalljaseendsoneaeh 
side  to  the  bases  of  two  ranges  of  high  mooataias  whieh  tia 
pamllel  to  the  river;  the  tops  of  them  are  yet  in  part  eo^e^ 
ed  with  snow,  and  while  id  the  valley  we  are  neariy  snffboa- 
ted  with  heat  during  the  day,  and  at  night  the  air  is  so 
eold  that  two  blanket^  are  not  more  than  suffleient  eoirer- 
ing4  In  passing  throogh  the  hills  we  observed  some  lai^e 
eedar  trees,  and  some  juniper  also.  From  Frazier's  ereek 
we  went  thiwe  and  Uiree  quarter  miles,  and  eneamped  on 
tiie  left  side,  having  eome  thirteen  miles.  Direetly  oppo* 
site  our  eamp  is  a  large  ereek  whieh  we  eall  Field^s  ereek, 
from  Reuben  Fields,  one  of  our  men.  Soon  after  wo  halted 
two  of  the  huaters  went  out  and  returned  with  five  deer^ 
whieh,  with  one  bighom,  we  killed  in  eoming  through  the 
mountsdn  on  whieh  we  dined;  and  the  elk  left  by  ei^ptain 
Lewis.  Wo  were  agahrwell  sapfdied  with  fresh  meat*  la  the 
eourse  of  the  d^r  we  saw  a  brown  bear  bat  were  not  aUe  tn 
shoot  him. 

Friday,  August  2.  Captain  Lewis,  who  slept  in  the 
ralley  a  few  miles  above  us,  resumed  his  journey  eariy,  and 
after  making  five  miles  and  fimfing  that  th^  river  still  Imhw 
to  the  south,  determined  to  cross  it  in  hopes  of  shortening 
the  route:  for  the  first  time  thereCbre  he  waded  aeross  it^ 
although  there  are  probably  many  places  above  the  Afis 
where  it  might  be  attempted  with  equal  safety,  lite  river 
was  about  ninety  yards  widei,  the  current  rapid,  and  about 
waist  deep;  the  bottom  formed  of  smooth  pebble  with  % 
small  mixture  of  coarse  gravel.  He  then  eontinned  v\m^ 
the  left  bank  of^  the  river  till  sunset  and  encamped,  after 
iiavelling  twenty-four  miles.  He  met  no  fresh  ttacks  of  b« 
4ians.  Throughout  the  valley  are  scattered  the  bonea  atfd 
oxeran«t  of  the  bufialae  of  an  old  date,  but  there  i 
no  hope  of  meeting  the  animals  themselves  in  the  i 
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(Afaut  lie  saw  an  abandaiiee  of  deer  and  ante  lope,  aaid  ma^j 
Iraekt  of  elk  and  bear.  Having  killed  two  deer  they  feasted 
somq^aoasiy^  with  a  desert  of  eurrants  of  different  eolonrs; 
two  qpeeies  of  red^  others  yellow,  deep  purple^  and  blaek: 
to  these  were  added  black  gooseberries  and  deep  purplo 
servieeberries^  soaiewhat  larger  than  ours,  from  whieh  it 
difltos  ako  in  colour^  size,  and  the  superior  exeellenee  of  its 
liTour.    In  the  lowigroands  of  the  liver  were  many  beaTor* 
dams  formed  of  willow  bmsh,  mod,  and  gravel,  so  elosefy 
uiterworen  that  they  resist  the  water  perfeetly:  some  ^ 
them  wereflve  feet  high  and  overflowed  several  aeres  of  land. 
In  tho  meantime  we  proeeeded  ou  slowly,  the  eumnt 
bong  so  strong  as  to  require  the  utmost  exertions  of  the 
ipLon  to  make  any  advanee  even  with  the  aid  of  the  eonl  and 
l^e^  the  wind  being  from  the  northwest.  The  river  is  fidl 
of  harg^  and  smidl  islands,  and  the  plain  cut  by  great  num« 
kers  of  bayons  or  ehannels,  in  whieh  are  multitudes  of  bea- 
▼tf.    In  the  eourse  of  tho  day  we  passed  some  Tillages  of 
tarUng  squirrels:  we  saw  several  rattlesnakes  in  the  plain; 
yonag  dueks,  both  of  the  duekon-mallard  and  red-headed 
flahing  duek  speeies;  some  geese;  also  the  blaek  woodpeek- 
er,  and  a  large  herd  of  elk.    The  ehannel',  eurrent,  banksy 
aad  general  a|q^earanee  of  the  river,  are  like  that  of  yester- 
day.    At  Iburteen  and  three  quarter  miles  we  reaehed  a 
rapid  ereek  or  bayou  about  thirty  yards  wide,  to  whieh  we 
^ve  the  name  of  Birth  ereek.    After  making  seventeen 
mfles  we  halted  in  a  smooth  plain  in  a  bend  towards  the  lefU 
Saturday,  5.    Captain  Lewis  continued  his  course  along 
tbe  river  through  the  yalley,  which  continued  mueh  as  it 
tnu  yesterday,  exeept  that  it  now  widens  to  nearly  twelve 
aailes:  the  plains  too  iu*e  more  broken  and  have  soma  seat- 
t0red  pine  near  the  mountains,  where  they  rise  higher  than 
hHberto^    In  the  levelparts  of  the  ojains  and  the  river  bot« 
tMns  tlmre  is  no  timber  exeept  sma^  eottoawood  near  the 
aaarginy  and  an  undergrowth  of  narrow-leafinflT  willow,  sm^ 
iHmeysuoUey  rosebasbesi  eurrants,  s^rvi^eberry,  and  goose* 
vol.  t.  XX 
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htrrjf  and  a  little  of  a  small  specifB  of  birch;  it  it  a  fiarif 
indeDted  oval  of  a  small  size  and  a  deep  green  eolour;  the 
stem  is  simple,  ascending  and  branching,  and  seldom  rises 
higher  than  ten  or  twelve  feet.    The  mountains  eontino* 
hi{^  on  each  side  of  the  valley,  bnt  their  only  covering  is  a 
small  species  of  pitch-pine  with  a  short  leaf,  growing  on  the 
lower  and  middle  regions,  while  for  some  distance  below 
the  snowy  tops  there  is,  neither  timbei^nor  herbage  of  any 
kind.  About  eleven  o'clock  Drewyer  killed  a  doe  on  which 
they  breakfasted,  and  after  resting  two  hours  continued 
till  night,  when  they  reached  the  river  near  a  low  ground 
more  extenuve  than  usual.    From  the  appearance  of  the 
timber  captain  Lewis  supposed  that  the  river  forked  above 
him,  and  therefore  encamped  with  an  intention  of  examining 
it  more  particularly  in  the  morning.    He  had  now  made 
twenty-three  miles,  the  latter  part  of  whi^  inrere  for  eight 
miles  through  a  high  plain  covered  with  prickly  pears  and 
bearded  grass,  which  rendered  the  walking  very  inconve- 
nient: but  even  this  was  better  than  the  river  bottoms  we 
crossed  in  the  evening,  which,  though  apparently  level* 
were  formed  into  deep  holes  as  if  they  had  been  rooted 
up  by  hogs,  and  the  holes  were  so  covered  with  thick 
grass  that  they  were  in  danger  of  falling  at  every  step. 
Some  parts  of  these  low  grounds,  however,  contain  turf  or 
peat  of  an  excellent  quality  for  many  feet  deep  apparent];^, 
as  well  as  the  mineral  salts  which  we  have  alrmidy  mentioft- 
ed  on  the  Missouri.  They  saw  many  deer,  antelopes,  ducka, 
geese,  some  beaver,  and  great  traces  of  their  work,  and  the 
small  birds  and  curlews  as  usual.  The  only  fish  which  they 
observed  in  this  part  of  the  river  is  the  trout  and  a  spe^es  ^ 
white  fish  with  a  remarkably  long  small  mouth,  which  one  ef 
our  men  recognize  as  the  fish  called  in  the  eastern  states  tke 
bottlenose.  ^ 

On  setting  out  witl^  ^®  canoes  we  found  the  river  as 
al  much  crowded  with  islands,  the  current  more  rapidl 
well  as  shallower,  so  that  in  many  places  tiiey  w* 
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obliged  lo  man  the  eanoes  double,  and  drag  them  ovei*  the 
•tone  and  gravel  of  the  channel.  Soon  after  we  set  oflT  eap- 
tain  Clarke  who  was  walking  on  shore  observed  a  fresh  traek 
which  he  knew  to  be  that  of  an  Indian  from  the  large  toes 
teing  turned  inwards,  and  on  following  it  found  that  it  led  to 
the  point  of  a  hill  firom  which  our  camp  of  last  night  conM 
be  seen.  This  eircum  stance  strengthened  the  belief  that  some 
Indian  had  strayed  thither,  and  had  run  off  alarmed  at  the 
tight  of  us.  At  two  and  a  quarter  miles,  is  a  small  creek  in  a 
bend  towards  the  right,  which  runs  down  from  the  mountains 
at  a  little  distanee;  we  called  it  Panther  ereek  from  an  ani- 
mal of  that  kind  killed  by  Reuben  Fields  at  its  mouth. 
It  Is  precisely  the  same  animal  common  to  the  western  part« 
of  the  United  States,  and  measured  seven  and  a  half  feet  from 
the  nose  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail.  Six  and  three  quarter 
miles  beyond  this  stream  is  another  on  the  left  formed  by  the 
drains  which  convey  the  melted  snows  from  a  mountain  near 
it,  under  which  the  river  passes^  leaving  the  low  grounds  on 
the  right  side,  and  making  several  bends  in  its  course.  On 
this  stream  are  many  large  beaver  dams.  One  mile  above  it 
is  a  small  run  on  the  left,  and  after  leaving  which  begins  a 
very  bad  rapid,  where  the  bed  of  the  river  is  formed  of  so- 
lid rock:  this  we  passed  in  the  course  of  a  mile,  and  encamp- 
ed on  the  lower  point  of  an  island.     Our  journey  had  been 
only  thirteen  miles,  but  the  badness  of  the  river  made  it  very 
laborious,  as  the  men  were  compelled  to  be  in  the  water  du- 
ring the  greater  part  of  the  day.    We  saw  only  deer,  ante- 
lopes, and  the  common  birds  of  the  oountry. 

Saturday  4.  This  morning  captain  Lewis  proceeded  ear- 
fy,  and  after  going  southeast  by  east  for  four  miles  reach- 
ed a  bold  running  creek,  twelve  yards  wide,  with  elear  cold 
water,  furnished  ajqiarently  by  four  drains  f^om  the  snowy 
mountains  on  the  left:  after  passing  this  creek  he  changed 
Ids  direction  to  southeast,  and  leaving  the  valley  in  which 
lie  had  travelled  for  the  two  last  days,  entered  another 
whiek  bore  east.    At  die  distance  of  three  mile»onthb 
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course  he  passed  a  handsome  little  riTert  about  thirty  jwfit 
inie,  which  winds  through  the  Talley:  the  enrrent  b  iMt 
rapid  nor  the  water  yery  elear»  bat  it  affords  a  eoBsidera- 
ble  quantity  of  water,  and  appears  as  if  it  might  b^  navigik 
ble  for  some  miles.  The  banks  are  low,  and  the  bed  form* 
ed  of  stone  and  grareL  He  now  changed  his  route  to 
sonthwest,  and  passing  a  high  plidn  which  separates  the 
ytlfies,  returned  to  the  more  southern  or  that  which  he 
had  left:  in  passing  this  he  found  a  riTcr  about  forty-tTO 
yards  wide,  the  water  of  wUeh  has  a  whitish  blue  tbtgOt 
with  a  gentle  current,  and  a  grayeliy  bottomu  This  he 
waded  and  found  it  waist  deep.  He  then  continued  down 
it,  till  at  the  distance  of  three  quarters  of  amile  he  saw  the 
entrance  of  the  small  riTcr  he  had  just  passed;  as  he  west 
on  two  miles  lower  down,  he  found  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
he  had  seen  in  the  morning.  Proceeding  furtiier  on  three 
milesy  he  arrired  at  the  junction  of  this  ri?er»  with  another 
which  rises  from  the  south  west,  runs  through  the  south  wl* 
1^  about  twelTc  n^s  before  it  forms  its  Junction^  whsfw 
it  is  fifty  yards  wide:  we  now  found  that  our  camp  of  Inrt 
night  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  entrance  off 
this  large  riTcr,  on  the  rid^t  nde.  This  is  a  bold,  n^id, 
dear  stream,  but  its  bed  is  so  much  obstructed  by  graveHjr 
bars,  and  subdivided  by  isfamds,  that  the  navigation  must 
be  very  insecure,  if  not  impraeticable.  The  other  or  snd- 
die  stream,  has  about  two  thirds  its  qimntity  of  wator,  and 
is  more  geadc,  and  may  be  safely  navigated*  As  for  as  it 
oould  be  observed,  its  course  was  about  southwest,  but  tbe 
opening  of  the  valley  indneed  him  to  believe  that  forlh^r 
above  it  turned  more  towards  the  west.  |ts  water  is  monn 
tnrbid  and  warmer  than  that  of  the  other  branoh,  whenon 
it  may  be  presumed  to  have  its  sources  at  a  greater  diiitaniMf 
in  the  mountains,  and  to  pass  throu|^  a  more  opoi  < 
try.  Under  this  impression  he  left  a  note  reooi 
to  euptfiin  Clarke  tlie  middle  fork,  and  then  omtinedh«| 
ooursontoflg  the  right  ihU  oC  the  ottior,  «r  most  fn§M| 
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bMiieh*  After  traTelU^g  tweMty-ihree  makf  lit  wriredl 
DMT  a  pla«e  wbere  tbe  riytr  Umwtn  the  rMtj  aad  enters 
tke  momitaiBB*  Here  lie  eneamped  fer  the  id^t.  Hie 
eeimtrjr  he  paeied  is  Itte  that  of  die  rest  of  this  fuSkfp 
Aoagh  there  is  nere  timber  In  this  part  on  the  rapid  ferit 
than  there  has  been  on  the  rirer  in  the  same  extent  siaee 
we  entered  it;  fbr  on  some  parts  of  the  valley  the  Indiaas 
seem  to  hate  destroyed  a  great  proportion  of  the  little  tim- 
ber there  was,  by  setting  lire  to  the  bottoms.  He  saw  some 
antelopes,  deer,  eranes,  geese  and  dneks  of  the  two  speries 
eomm^n  to  this  eountry,  thongh  the  snmraer  dntk  has  ena- 
sed  to  ai^ar,  niMr  does  it  seem  to  be  an  inhaHtent  of  this 
part  of  the  rirer. 

'  We  ^"oeeeded  soon  after  sunrise:  the  flrst  ite  miles  we 
passed  Ibar  bends  mi  the  left,  and  several  bayons  on  bott 
sides.  At  eight  o*eloek  we  stopped  to  breakfrnt,  and  fomid  the 
note  eaptain  Lewis  had  wrtttenon  the  5MI  instant.  Dwingthe 
next  fbor  miles,  we  passed  tluree  small  bends  of  tiie  riTor 
to  the  right,  two  small  islands,  and  two  bayons  on  tiie  same 
iMe.  Here  we  reaeheda  UnfTon  the  left;  our  next  eonrse 
was  six  miles  to  onr  eneampment^  In  this  eonrse  we  met 
six  eirenlar  bends  on  the  right,  and  sererat  small  bayous» 
and  halted  fbr  the  night  in  a  low  ground  of  eottMiwood  on 
the  right.  Our  days  joum^,  though  only  fifteen  mfles  in 
length,  was  very  fatiguing.  The  riv^  is  still  ra^d  and 
iIm  water  though  elear  is  very  mmh  obstrueted  hf  shoals 
or  ripples  at  every  two  or  three  hundred  yards:  at  all  these 
plaees  we  are  obliged  to  drag  the  eanoes  over  the  stones  a« 
there  is  not  a  suAeient  depth  of  water  to  float  them,  and 
hi  the  other  parts  the  eurrent  oMiges  us  to  have  rsoourse 
to  the  eord.  But  as  the  brushwood  on  the  budts  wlliaot 
l^ermit  us  to  walk  on  shore,  we  are  under  the  neeesslty  of 
wading  through  the  river  as  we  drag  the  boats.  This  soett 
makes  onr  iteet  ten&r,  and  sometimes  oeeasiens  sevel«  fidls 
^iver  the  slippery  stones;  and  the  men  by  being  eotistnstl|y 
dret  are  beeoming  more  IbeUe.    In  tile  eonrse  of  tke  dejr 
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ik9  hunters  killed  two  deer^  seme  geese  and  daelUf  %ni  Uie 
pnrty  sgw  antelopes,  eranes,  bearer  and  otter.' 

Monday  B.  This  morning  Cbaboneau  eomplained  of  be- 
ing onaUe  to  mareh  far  to-day,  and  ei^ptain  Lewis  there- 
fore ordered  him  and  seijeant  Gass  to  pi^ss  the  rapid  riTer 
aoA  proeeed  through  the  level  low  ground,  to  a  point  of 
high  timber  on  the  middle  fork,  seren  miles  distant,^anl 
wait  his  return.    He  then  went  along  the  north  side  of  thn 
rapid  river  about  four  miles,  where  he  waded  iU  wd  fouii 
it  so  rapid  and  shallow  that  H  would  be  imposuUe  to  na* 
v%ate  it.    He  eoi^nued  along  the  left  side  for  a  mile  anA 
a  hall^  when  the  mountains  eame  elose  on  the  river,  and 
rise  to  a  ooasideraUe  height  with  a  partial  eovering  of 
snow.    From  this  place  the  course  of  the  river  was  la  the 
mst  of  north.    After  ascending  with  some  difficulty  a  high 
point  of  the  mountain,  he  had  a  pleasing  view  of  the  ynUej 
he  had  passed,  and  which  continued  for  about  twenty  mikt 
fhrther  on  each  side  of  the  middle  fork,  which  then  scMied 
to  enter  the  mountains,  and  vras  lost  to  the  view.    In  that 
direction,  however,  the  hills  which  terminate  the  valley  ana 
much  lower  than  those  along  either  of  the  other  forks,  par- 
ticularly the  rapid  one,  where  they  continue   rising  in 
ranges  above  each  other  as  far  as  the  eye  could  roaeh^ 
The  general  course  too  of  the  middle  fork,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  gap  which  it  forms  on  entering  the  mountains,  is  coa- 
siderably  to  the  south  of  west;  circumstances  which  gave* 
a  decided  preference  to  this  branch  as  our  future  route^ 
Captain  Lewis  now  descended  the  mountain,  and  crossed, 
over  to  the  middle  fork,  about  five  miles  distant,  and  found, 
it  still  perfectly  navigable.  There  is  a  very  large  and  plaim 
Indian  road  leading  up  it,  but  it  has  at  present  no  tnieka^ 
except  those  of  horses  which  seem  to  have  used  it  lanC 
spring.    Tlie  river  here  made  a  great  bend  to  the  soutk.* 
east,  and  he  therefore  directed  his  course,  as  well  as  lie 
«ould,  to  the  qiot  where  he  had  directed  Chaboneau  nmd. 
Glass  to  repair,  and  struck  the  river  about  three  miles  ahaif^ 
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their  eamp.  It  was  now  dsrk»  and  htf  thM^ore^  was 
<ibliged  to  make  his  way  through  the  thiek  brush  of  the 
pulpy-leafbd  thorn  and  the  priddy  pear^  for  two  hoiiirs  be- 
fbre  he  reaehed  their  camp*  Here  ho  was  fortunate  enou(^ 
to  find  the  remains  of  some  meat*  whieh  was  his  onty  food 
during  the  mareh  of  twenty-flTe  miles  to-day.  He  had  seen 
no  game  of  any  sort  exeept  a  few  antelc^s  who  were  Tery 
shy.  The  soil  qf  the  plains  is  a  meagre  elay^  of  a  light 
yellow  eolour,  intermixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  gravely 
and  producing  nothing  but  twisted  or  bearded  grass,  sedge 
and  priekly  pears.  The  drier  parts  of  the  low  grounds  are 
also  more  indifferent  in  point  of  soil  than  those  further 
down  the  river,  and  although  they  have  but  little  grass,  are 
eovered  with  southern  wood,  pulpy-leafed  thorn,  and  prickly 
pears,  while  the  moist  parts  are  fertile,  and  supplied  with 
fine  grass  and  sandrushes. 

We  passed  within  the  first  four  and  a  quarter  miles  three 
small  islands,  and  the  same  number  of  Imd  rapids!  At  the 
distance  o{  three  quarters  of  a  mile  is  another  rapid  of  dif- 
ficult passage:  three  miles  and  three  quarters  beyond  this 
are  the  forks  of  the  river,  in  reaching  which  we  had  two 
islands  and  several  bayous  on  different  sides  to  pass. 
Here  we  had  come  nine  miles  and  a  quarter.  The  river  was 
straigfater  and  more  rapid  tlian  yesterday,  the  labour  of  the 
navigation  proportionally  increased,  and  we  therefbre  pro- 
ceeded very  slowly,  as  the  feet  of  several  of  the  men  were 
swollen,  and  all  were  languid  with  fatigue.  We  arrived  at 
the  forks  about  four  o'clock,  but  unluckily  captain  Lewis's 
note  had  been  left  on  a  green  pole  wliich  the  beaver  had  out 
down  and  carried  off  with  the  note,  an  accident  which  depri- 
Ted  us  of  all  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  river.  Observing  therefore  that  the  north- 
west fork  was  most  in  our  direction,  and  contained  as  much 
water  as  the  other,  we  ascended  it;  we  found  it  extremely 
rapid,  and  its  waters  were  scattered  in  such  a  manner,  that 
fior  a  quarter  of  a  mile  we  were  forced  to  cut  a  passage 
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Aimgk  the  wiltowbnth  thtt  ImmA  oyer  the  little 
■eh  wd  nrited  st  the  tep.  After  goinf  .ip  UliBr  a  mile  ire 
■ainmped  en  ea  ielaad  whieh  had  been  everflovedy  and  wii 
etill  10  wet  that  we  were  eompelled  to  make  bedt  ef  braah 
ta  keep  eimelvet  oat  of  the  mud.  Our  proTiuea  eearisted 
of  two  deer  whieh  had  been  lulled  ia  the  moraia^ 

Toesday  6.  We  proeeeded  ap  the  aorthweet  Ibrfc,  wUeh 
we  fbund  still  very  rafady  aad  divided  by  sererel  iilaade^ 
while  the  ^aiat  aeiyr  it  wtf?e  lateneeted  hy  bayoai.    After 
pamiag  with  maeh  diflieulty  over  ttenee  aad  rapidst  we  reaeh- 
ed  a  Uaffoa  the  rights  at  the  distanee  of  aine  miles,  ew 
geaeral  eoarte  toath  M^  weit,  aad  halted  for  breakliyt. 
Here  we  were  joiaed  1^  Drewyer,  who  iaformed  ut  of  the 
state  of  the  two  riveraaad  of  eaptain  Lewis's  aote,  aad  we 
immediately  began  to  deseead  the  rirer  ia  order  to  take  the 
other  branch.    On  going  down  one  of  the  canoes  npset,  aad 
two  others  filled  with  water,  by  which  all  the  baggage  was 
wetf  and'sereral  articles  irreeoyeraUy  lost.  As  oae  of  thoBEi 
swang  round  in  a  rapid  eurrentt  Whitehonse  was  .thrown  oat 
of  her,  and  whilst  down  the  eaaoe  passed  oyer  him,  and  Iwt 
the  water  been  two  inches  shallower  weald  have  crud^d 
him  to  pieces;  but  he  escaped  with  a  severe  bruise  of  hie 
leg.     In  order  to  repair  these  misfiMrtunes  we  hasteaed 
to  the  forks,  where  we  were  joiaed  by  captain  Lewia, 
and  then  passed  ever  to  the  left  side  <^posite  to  t^  em- 
trance  of  the  rapid  fork,  and  eadunped  on  a  lai^  grayell,y 
bar,  near  which  there  was  plenty  ct  wood.    Here  we  open* 
ed  and  exposed  to  dry  all  the  articles  which  had  soAred 
from  the  watery  none  of  them  were  completely  spoiled  except 
a  small  keg  of  powder;  the  rest  of  the  powder,  which  wma 
distributed  in  the  dilferent  canoes  was  quite  safe,  althoii|{|» 
it  had  been  under  the  w%ter  upwards  of  an  hour.    The  air  ip 
indeed  so  pure  and  dry  that  any  wood-work  immefiately 
shrinks,  unless  it  is  kept  filled  with  water;  but  we  had  pla* 
eed  our  powder  in  small  canisters  of  lead,  each  coataisdas 
powder  enough  for  the  caaieter  wlma  melted  into  baHeta^ 
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and  secured  with  eork  and  waic,  urbieh  answered  our  purpose 
perfectly. 

Captain  Lewis  had  risen  very  earlj^  and  having  nothing 
to  eat,  sent  out  Drewjer  to  the  woodland  on  the  left  in  searek 
of  a  deer,  and  directed  sergetint  Gass  to  keep  alongthe  mitf' 
die  branch  to  meet  us  if  we  were  ascending  it.  He  then  set 
off  with  Chabonean  towards  the  forks,  but  five  miles  abov6 
them,  hearing  us  on  the  left,  struck  the  riverr  as  we  were  de- 
scending, and  came  on  board  at  the  forks. 

In  the  evening  we  killed  three*deer  and  four  elk,  mhUk 
furnished  us  once  more  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  meat.  Shan* 
Hon,  the  same  man  who  was  lost  before  fbr  fifteen  days,  was 
sent  out  this  morning  to  hunt,  up  the  northwest  fork;  when 
we  decided  on  returning,  Drewyer  was  directed  to  go  in  qnett 
of  him,  but  he  retOrned  with  information  that  he  had  goite 
several  miles  up  the  river  without  being  able  to  find  Shan- 
non. We  now  had  the  tl*umpet  sounded,  and  fired  several 
guns,  but  he  did  not  return,  and  we  fear  he  is  again  lost. 

Wednesday  7.  We  remained  here  this  momingi  for  the 
purpose  of  making  some  celestial  observations,  and  also  in 
order  to  refresh  the  men,  and  complete  the  drying  of  the 
baggage.  We  obtained  a  meridian  altitude  which  gave  the 
latitude  of  our  camp  as  north  45^  2'  M*'  $"'.  We  were  now 
Completely  satisfied  that  the  middle  braneh  was  the  most 
navigable,  and  the  true  continuation  of  the  Jefferson.  The 
northwest  fork  seems  to  be  the  drain  of  the  melting  snows 
of  the  mountains,  its  course  cannot  be  so  long  as  the  other 
branch,  and  although  it  contains  now  as  great  a  quantity  of 
water,  yet  the  water  has  obviously  overfldwed  the  old  heit, 
and  spread  into  channels  which  leave  the  low  grounds  cevw* 
ed  with  young  grass,  resembling  that  of  the  adjoining  landi^ 
vrliicfa  arc  not  inundated;  whence  we  readily  infer  that  the 
supply  is  more  precarioti»  than  that  of  the  other  braneh^  the 
waters  of  which  though  more  gentle  are  morif  eiMisUiiit^  ThiB 
fi^orthwcst  foi*  wc  catted  Wisdom  river. 

vol..  I.  '  T  jr 
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As  toon  at  the  baggage  was  dried,  it  wat  reloaded  mm 
board  the  boats,  bat  we  dow  found  it  so  mneh  diminished, 
&at  we  would  we  able  to  proceed  with  one  eanoe  less.  We 
therefore  hauled  op  the  saperfluous  one  into  a  thicket  of 
brush  where  we  secured  her  against  being  swept  awaj  bg^ 
the  hi^  tide.  At  one  o*eIoek  all  set  out,  except  captais 
Lewis  who  remained  till  the  eveaittgin  order  to  comj^te  the 
ohtenralion  of  equal  altitudes:  we  passed  seyeral  bends  of 
the  riTcr  both  to  the  right  and  left,  as  well  as  a  number  off 
bayous  on  both  sides,  and  made  scTcn  miles  by  water,  thou^ 
the  distance  by  land  is  only  three.  We  then  encamped  on  a 
creek  which  rises  in  a  high-mountain  to  the  northeast,  and 
after  passing  through  an  open  plain  for  several  miles,  dis- 
charges itself  on  the  left,  where  it  is  a  bold  r^inning  streaai 
tweWe  yards  wide.  We  called  it  Turf  creeks  from  the  num- 
ber of  bogs  and  the  quantily  of  turf  on  its  waters.  In  tho 
course  of  the  afternoon  there  felt  a  diower  of  rain  attended 
with  thunder  and  lightnings  which  lasted  about  forty  minutes, 
and  the  weather  remained  so  cloudy  all  night  that  we  were 
unable  to  take  any  lunar  observations.  Uneasy  about  Shan- 
non, we  sent  R.  Fields  in  search  of  him  this  morning,  but 
we  have  as  yet  no  intelligence  of  either  of  tboos.  Onr  oiUy 
game  to-day  was  one  deer. 

Thursday  8.  There  was  a  heavy  dew  this  HMHrnii^.  Having 
left  one  of  the  canoes,  there  are  now  more  men  to  spare  for 
the  chace:  and  four  were  sent  out  at  an  early  hour,  after 
which  we  proceeded.    We  made  five  miles  by  watar  aioog 
two  islands  And  several  bayous,  but  as^the  river  formed  seveia 
diiTcrcnt  bends  towards  the  left,  the  distance  by  land  wan  on- 
ly two  miles  south  of  our  encampment.    At  the  end  of  tlia^ 
course  we  reached  the  upper  principal  entrance  of  a  strenin^ 
which  we  called  Philanthropy  river.  This  river  empttes-it.^ 
self  into  the  Jefferson  on  the  southeast  side,  by  twoehaaael* 
a  short  distance  from  each  other:  from  its  size  and  its  se«t|^« 
eastern  course,  we  presume  that  it  rises  in  the  Rocky  i 
tains  near  the  sources  of  the  Madison*    It  is  thirty ; 
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wide  ai  itft  eiltraiieey  bas  a  very  gentle  eurrentt  and  it  nayi* 
gable  for  some  distance.  One  mile  above  this  river  we  pas- 
sed an  island,  a  seeond  at  tbe  distance  of  six  miles  furtheTf 
during  which  the  river  makes  a  considerable  bend  to  the  east* 
Reuben  Fields  returned  about  noon  with  information  that  ho  * 
bad  gone  up  Wisdom  river  till  its  entrance  into  the  mountains^ 
but  could  find  nothing  of  Shannon.  Ve  made  seven  miles  be- 
yond the  last  island,  and  after  passing  some  small  bayoos^en- 
oamped  under  a  few  high  trees  on  the  left,  at  the  distance  of 
fburteen  miles  above  niilanthropy  river  by  water,,though  on- 
ly six  by  land^  The  river  has  in  fact  become  so  very  crooked 
that  although  by  means  of  the  pole  which  we  now  use  eonstant- 
ly  we  make  a  consfiderable  distance,  yet  being  obliged  to  follow 
its  windings,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  i^e  find  ourselves  very  lit- 
tle advanced  on  our  general  course.  It  forms  itself  into  small 
circular  l>ends,  which  are  so  numerous  that  within  the  last 
fourteen  nates  we  passed  thirty-five  of  them,  all  incHning 
towards  the  rightf  it  it  however  much  more  gentle  and 
deep  than  below  Wisdom  river,  and  its  general  width  is  from 
thirty-five  to  forty-five  yards.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  surrounding  country  is  that  of  a  vdUey  five  or  six  miles 
wide^  enclosed  between  two  high  mountains.  The  bottom 
is  rich,  with  some  small  timber  on  the  islands  and  along  the 
river,  which  consists  rather  of  underbrush,  and  a  few  ^cot- 
tonwood,  birch,  and  wiHow-trees.  The  high  grounds  have 
some  scattered  pine,  which  just  relieve  the  general  naked- 
ness of  the  hills  and  the  plain,  where  there  is  nothing  except 
grass.  Along  the  bottoms  we  saw  to-day  a  considerable 
quantity  of  the  buffaloe  clover,  the  sunfiower,  flax,  green 
sward,  thistle  and  several  species  of  rye  grass,  some  of  whieh 
rise  to  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet  There  is  also  a  grass 
vrith  a  soft  smooth  leaf  which  rises  about  three  feet  highland 
bears  its  seed  very  much  like  the  timothy,  but  it  does  not 
grow  luxuriantly  nor  would  it  apparently  answer  so  well  in 
our  meadows  as  that  plant.    We  preserved  some  of  its  see^^ 
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«rUeh  are  bow  ri|»e>  in  order  to  laake  the  expertmeat^ 
game  eonaUted  of  deer  and  aatdope,  and  ve  saw  a  nunili^ 
of  geese  and  diuAs  just  bcginniag  to  fly,  and  some  cranea. 
Anioog  tbe  ialerier  animals  we  have  an  abiindteee  of  the 
Igl^  biting  or  hare  fly*  of  whioli  there  are  two  ppeeies,  one 
faladL^  tbe  other  sHMdler  and  hrown,  exeept  the  head  whi^ 
if  green.  Tbe  green  or  Mowing  Bies  indte  with  them  in 
swams  toaitaek  usy  and  seem  to  have  relieved  the  eye-gnalc 
who  have  now  disappeared.  The  musqttitoes  too  are  in  large 
qnantities,  but  not  so  troublesome  as  they  were  below. 
Tbrouf^  the  valley  are  seattered  bogs,  and  some  very.good 
turf,  tbe  eartlA>f  whiefa  the  mud  is  eomposed  is  of  a  white 
or  Uuiah  white  eolour»  and  seems  to  be  argilaeeous.  On  all 
tbe  three  rivers,  but  particularly  on  the  Philanthropy,  an 
immense  quantities  of  beaver,  otter  and  muslLrat.  Atoureamip 
there  was  an  abundance  of  rosebushes  and  briars,  but  w^  lit- 
tle timber  that  we  were  obliged  to  use  willow  brush  for  fuoL 
Tbe  uight  was  again  cloudy  whieh  prevented  the  lunar  ob« 
servations. 

On  our  right  is  the  point  of  a  high  plain,  wbicii  our  Iih 
dian  woman  recognizes  as  the  place  called  the  Beaver's>heaid 
from  a  supposed  resemblance  to  that  otgect.  Hiis  she  sajs 
is  not  far  from  the  summer  retreat  of  her  country  nsen,  whieh 
is  on  a  river  beyond  the  mountains,  and  runniqg  to  the  Wiest* 
She  is  therefore  certlun  that  we  shall  meet  them  either  on 
tbi^  river,  or  on  that  immediately  west  of  its  source,  whieh 
jiAging  from  its  present  size,  cannot  be  far  distant.  Persust- 
ded  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  procuring  horses  to  cross  tlie 
mountain^,  it  was  determined  that  one  of  us  should  proceed  m 
tbe  morning  to  the  bead  of  the  river,  and  penetrate  the  moaik^ 
tains  till  he  (bund  the  Shosbonees  or  some  other  nation  wlso 
.  eouldassistusin  transportingourbs^gage,thegreaterpfartof. 
whi^b  we  shall  be  eomji^lled  to  leave  withou  t  the  aid  of  horses. 

Friday  9.  The  morning  was  fair  and  fine.    We  set  aff 
early,  and  proceeded  on  very  well,  though  there  were  more 
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X  rapids  in  die  river  tiban  ye^evday.  At  eight  o*eleek  we  halted 
for  breakfast,  part  of  whieb  eensisted  of  two  fine  geese  tdJled 
beiere  we  stopped.  Here  we  w^*e  joined  by  Sfaaanoii  forwbose 
«ifety  we  had  been  so  uneasy.    The  day  on  whieh  he  left  iif 
en  his  way  up  Wisdom  river^  after  huntiiig  for  some  tiine  m^ 
*  net  seeing  the  party  arrive,  he  returned  to  the  plaee  wham 
he  had  left  us.  Not  finding  us  there  he  supposed  ife  bad  paa* 
sed  him,  and  he  therefcwe  marehed  up  the  river  daring  aU 
the  next  day,  when  he  was  oonvitteed  that  we  had  not  g^ne 
on,  as  the  river  was  no  longer  naJvigaUe.    He  now  foUowed 
the  eourse  of  the  river  down  to  the  forks,  and  then  took  the 
braneh  whieh  we  are  pwtning.  During  the  three  days  of  his 
absenee,  he  had  beea  mneh  wearied  with  his  maroh,  but  had 
lived  plentifully,  and  brought  the  skins  of  three  deer.  As  fiir 
m  he  had  aseeaded  Wisdom  river  it  kept  its  ^lurse  obUquefy 
down  towards  the  Jefferseir.    Immediately  after  hreakfiist, 
eaptain  Lewis  took  Drewyer,  Shields  and  M'Nedi,  and  ding- 
ing their  kftapsaeks  they  set  out  with  a  resolution  to  meet 
some  nation  of  Indians  before  they  retomed,  however  long 
they  might  be  separated  from  the  party.    He  directed  his 
course  across  the  low  ground  to  the  {daSn  on  the  right,  leav- 
ing the  Beaver's4iead  about  two  miles  to  the  left.  After 
walkiag  eig^t  miles  to  the  river,  which  they  waded,  they  went 
on  to  a  commanding  point  fipom  which  he  saw  the  place 
at  which   it  enters  Che  mountain,  but  as  the  distance 
would  not  permit  his  reaching  it  UnB  evening,  he  descend- 
ed   towards  the  river,  and  after  travelling  eight   miles 
further,  encamped  for  the  evening  some  miles  below  the 
mountain.  They  passed  before  reaching  their  camp  a  hand- 
eome  little  stream  formed  by  some  brge  springs  which 
riee  in  the  wide  bottom  oik  the  left  side  of  the  river.    In 
tbair  way  they  killed  two  antelopes,  and  took  with  them 
enough  of  the  meat  for  their  supper  and  breakfiist  the 
next  morning. 
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In  the  meantime  vft  pfroeeeded,  and  in  the  eonrte  of  ale-  . 
Ten  milet  from  oar  last  eneampment  paMed  two  small  islands, 
sixteen  short  round  bends  in  the  river,  and  halted  in  a  bend 
towards  the  right  where  we  dined.  The  rirer  inereases  ia 
rapidity  as  we  adranee^  and  b  so  eroolced  that  the  eleven 
.  milesi  which  have  cost  as  so  much  labour,  only  bring  us  fo«r 
miles  in  a  direct  line.  The  weathor  became  overcast  to* 
wards  evening,  and  we  experienced  a  slight  shower  attended 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  The  three  hunters  who  wero 
sent  out  killed  only  two  antelqpes;  game  of  every  kind  bo- 
iag  scarce. 

Saturday,  iO.  Captain  Lewis  continned  hit  route  at  aa 
early  hour  through  the  wide  bottom  along  the  left  baiik  of 
the  river.  At  about  five  miles  he  passed  a  large  ereek^ 
and  then  fell  into  an  Indian  road  leading  towards  the  poiai 
where  the  river  entered  the  mountain.  This  he  followed 
till  he  reached  a  high  perpendieahLr  clifiTof  rocks  where  thm 
river  makes  its  passage  through  the  hills,  and  which  he 
called  the  Rattlesnake  cliff,  flrom  the  number  of  that  am- 
mal  which  he  saw  there:  here  he  kindled  a  fire  and  waited 
the  return  of  Drewyer,  who  had  been  sent  out  on  the  way 
to  kill  a  deer;  he  came  back  about  noon  with  the  sldn  of 
three  deer  and  the  flesh  of  one  of  the  best  of  them.^  After  a 
hasty  dinner  they  returned  to  the  Indian  road  which  tkej 
had  left  for  a  short  distance  io\  see  the  cliff.  It  led  them 
sometimes  over  the  hills,  sometimes  in  the  narrow  bottoms 
of  the  river,  till  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from  tke 
Rattlesnake  cliffs  they  reached  a  handsome  open  and  JoTel 
valley,  where  the  river  divided  into  two  nearly  equal  braaeh- 
OS.  llie  mountains  over  which  they  passed  were  not  very 
high,  but  are  ru^ed  and  continue  close  to  the  river  side. 
The  rivers  which  before  it  enters  the  monntain  was  rapU^ 
rocky,  very  crooked,  much  divided  by  islands,  and  sballew^ 
now  becomes  more  direct  in  its  course  as  it  is  hemmed  ia  k^ 
the  hills,  and  has  not  so  many  bends  aor  islands^  bat  lie^ 
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eoi(fi6«  m%Tt  rapid  and  rocky^  and  eontinnes  as- shallow.  On 
examining  the  two  branches  of  the  river  it  was  evident  that 
neither  of  them  was  navigable  farther*  The  road  forked 
with  the  river;  and  obtain  Lewis  therefore  sent  a  man  up 
eaeh  of  them  for  a  short  distanee»  in  order  that  by  com- 
paring their  respective  information  he  might  be  able  to  take 
that  which  seemed  to  have  been  most  used  this  spring. 
From  their  aeeooat  he  resolved  to  choose  that  which  led 
along  the  southwest  branch  of  the  river  which  was  rather 
the  smaller  of  the  two:  he  accordingly  wrote  a  note  to  cap* 
tain  Clarke  informing  him  of  the  route»  and  recommending 
his  staying  with  the  party  at  the  forks  till  he  should  return: 
This  he  fixed  on  a  dry  willow  pole  at  the  forks  of  the  river^ 
and  then  proceeded  op  the  southwest  branch;  but  after 
g;oing  a  mile  and  a  half  the  road  became  scarcely  distin* 
guishable*  and  the  tracks  of  the  horses  which  he  had  fol- 
lowed along  tiie  Jefferson  were  no  longer  seen.  Obtain 
Lewis  therefore  returned  to  examine  the  other  road  him- 
selfy  and  found  that  the  horses  had  in  ftict  passed  along 
Ihe  western  or  right  fork  which  had  the  additional  recom- 
mendation of  being  larger  tlian  the  other. 

This  road  he  eoncluded  to  take»  and  therefore  sent  back 
Drewyer  to  the  forks  with  a  second  letter  to  captain  Clarke 
apprising  him  of  the  ehangCy  and  then  proceeded  on.  The 
valley  of  the  west  fork  througft  which  he  now  passed,  bears 
m  little  to  the  north  of  west,  and  is  confined  within  the  space 
of  about  a  mile  in  widths  by  rough  monntains  and  steep 
eliffsof  rock.  At  the  distance  of  four  and  a  half  miles  it 
opens  into  a  beautiful  and  extensive  plain  about  ten  miles 
long  and  five  or  six  in  width:  this  is  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  higher  roUing  or  waving  country^  intersected  by  several 
little  rivulets  from  the,moi|ntains^  each  bordered  by  its  wide 
meadows.  The  whole  prospect  is  bounded  by  these  moun- 
tains, which  nearly  surround  it,  so  as  to  form  a  beaiitifiil 
eore  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  in  diameter.  On  en- 
tering this  ooye  the  river  bends  to.the  northwest,  and  bathes 
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the  fbot  ef  the  hills  to  the  right.  At  this  plsee  theyhtlted 
1b«r  the  night  on  the  right  side  of  the  rirer,  and  luiTiag 
Hghted  a  fire  of  dry  wUlow  bmsh^  the  only  foel  whieh  the 
eottntry  affords^  sopped  on  s  deer.  They  had  traveUed  to- 
day thirty  miles  by  estimate:  that  is  ten  to  the  Battlesnalw 
eliff,  fifteen  to  theTorks  of  Jellhrson  river,  and  five  to  their 
•neampment*  In  this  cove  some  parts  of  the  low  groands  are 
tolerably  fertile,  bat  mueh  the  greater  proportim  is  corer- 
ed  with  prickly  pear»  sedge^  twisted  grass,  the  pulpy-leafed 
thorn,  southern-wood,  and  wild  sage,  and  like  the  uphusdo 
have  a  very  inferior  soil.  These  last  have  little  more  thao 
the  prickly  pear  and  the  twisted  or  bearded  grass,  nor  are 
there  in  the  whole  cove  more  than  three  or  four  eotton- 
wood  trees,  and  those  are  smalL  At  the  apparent  extremi- 
ty of  the  bottom  above,  and  about  ten  miles  to  the  west^ 
ward,  are  two  perpendicular  cliffs  rising  to  a  conaideraUe 
height  on  eaeh  side  of  the  river,  and  at  this  distance  seem 
like  a  gate.  In  the  meantime  we  proceeded  at  sunrise, 
and  found  the  river  not  so  rapid  as  yesterday,  though  more 
narrow  and  still  very  crooked,  and  so  shallow  that  we  were 
obliged  to  drag  the  canoes  over  many  ripples  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  At  six  and  a  half  miles  we  had  passed  eight 
bends  on  the  north,  and  two  small  bayous  on  the  left,  and 
came  to  what  the  Indians  call  the  BeaverVhead,  a  ste^ 
Tocky  cliff  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  near  the 
right  side  of  the  river.  Opposite  to  this  at  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  water  is  a  low  cliff  about  fifty  feet  in  hei^t, 
which  forms  the  extrenuty  of  a  spur  of  the  mountain  about 
four  miles  distant  on  the  lofU  Atfbur  o*cloek  we  were  over- 
taken  by  a  heavy  shower  of  rain^  attended  with  thundw, 
lightning  and  hail.  The  party  were  defended  from  the  hail 
by  covering  themselves  with  willow  bushes,  but  they  got  com* 
pietely  wet,  and  in  this  situation,  as  soon  as  the  rain  ceased^ 
continued  till  we  encamped*  This  we  did  at  a  low  UufT 
on  the  left,  after  passing  in  the  oourse  of  six  and  a  half 
miles,  fenr  islands  and  eighteen  hmOa  on  Ha  r%fat^  and^a 
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low  blaff  and  severaL  bayous  on  the  same  side.  We  had  now 
come  thirteen  milesi  yet  were  only  four  on  our  route  to- 
wards the  mountains.  The  game  seems  to  be  declining,  for 
our  hunters  procured  only  a  single  deer,  though  we  found 
another  for  us  that  had  been  killed  three  days  before  by 
one  of  the  hunters  during  aaexcursion^  and  left  for  as  on 
the  drer. 


TOL.  I.  z  z 
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Ctptaim  Lewis  ^roeeeds  before  the  msiii  body  in  teareb  of  the  Sbodioiie 
hii  ill  snoeoM  oq  the  first  iaterTiev-*-the  psrtf  ^th  eaptain  Lewk  st  length 
disoorer  the  sooree  of  the  Bilssoori— eapCatei  Clarke  with  the  maiii  bodj  stil 
employed  in  ueeAding  the  MiwMiri  or  Jelfcrson  rirer— esptain  Lewis*t  st- 
OQod  Interview  with  the  Shoshonees  attended  with^  success— the  intereftiag 
oeremonies  of  his  first  iptroduetion  to  the  natiTOs,  detailed  at  large— their  hos- 
pitalitj— their  mode  of  hontiog  the  antelope-— the  diffieolties  enooontered  bf 
eaptida  ClaHce  and  the  main  body  in  aseending  the  rlTer— the  suspicions  en- 
tertahied  of  captain  Lewis  by  the  Shoshonees,  and  Us  mode  of  aOaymg 
them— <the  ravenous  appetites  of  the  savages  ilhutrated  by  a  wngolar  advea- 
tore — the  Indians  still  jealous,  and  the  great  pains  taken  by  captain  Lewb  to 
preaervo  their  eonfidenoe— captain  Olarke  arriTos  with  the  main  body 
exhausted  by  the  difioolties  which  they  underwent 

Sundaj^  August  11.  Captaik  Lewis  again  proceeded 
on  eariy^  but  had  the  mortifleation  to  find  that  the  traelt 
which  he  followed  yesterday  soon  disappeared.    He  deter* 
mined  therefore  to  go  on  to  the  narrow  gate  or  pass  of  tho 
river  whieh  he  had  seen  firom  the  camp,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  recover  the  Indian  path.     For  this  purpose  he 
waded  across  the  river,  whieh  was  now  about  twelve  yards 
wide,  and  barred  in  several  places  by  the  dams  of  the  bea- 
rer* and  then  went  straight  forward  to  the  pass,  sending  one 
man  along  the  river  to  his  left,  and  another  on  the  rights 
with  orders  to  seareh  for  the  road,  and  if  they  found  it  to 
let  him  know  by  raising  a  hat  on  the  muzzle  of  their  guns. 
In  this  order  they  went  along  for  about  five  miles,  when 
captain  Lewis  perceived  with  the  greatest  delight  a  mms 
on  horseback  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  coming  dovns  ikm 
plain  towards  them.    On  examining  him  with  the  gteos, 
oaptain  Lewis  saw  that  he  was  of  a  iliffbrent  nation  flrom 
any  Indians  we  had  hitherto  Hiet:  ho  was  armed  frttli  i 
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and  a  quiver  of  arrows;  mounted  ou  an  elegant  horse  witli- 
out  a  saddle^  and  a  small  string  attached  to  .the  under  jaw 
answered  as  a  bridle.    Convinced  that  he  was  a  ShoshoneOf 
and  knowing  how  much  of  our  suoeess  depended  on  the 
friendlj  ofBees  of  that  nation,  captain  Lewis  was  full  of 
anxiety  to  approach'  without  alarming  bim^  and  endeavour 
to  convince  him  that  he  was  a  white  man.    He  therefore^ 
proceeded  on  towards  the  Indian  at  his  usual  paee»  when 
they  were  within  a  mile  of  each  other  the  Indian  suddenly 
stopt,  captain  Lewis  immediately  followed  ids  examptof 
took  his  blanket  fk^m  his  knapsaek*  and  holding  it  with 
both  hands  at  the  two  cornerSf  threw  it  above  his  head  and 
unfolded  it  as  he  brought  it  to  the  ground  as^  if  in  the  act 
of  spreading  it.    This  signal  which  originates  in  the  prac- 
tice of  spreading  a  robe  or  a  skin,  as  a  seat  for  guests  to 
whom  they  wish  to  show  a  distinguished  kindness,  is  the 
universal  sign  of  friendship  among  the  India^is  op  the  Mis- 
souri and  the  Rocky  inountains.    As  usual,  ci^tain  Lewis 
repeated  this  signal  three  times:  still  the  Indian  kept  his 
position,  imd  looked  with  an  air  of  suspicion  on  Drewyer 
aad  Shields  who  were  now  advancing  on  each  side*    Cap- 
taia  Lewis  was  afhdd  to  make  any  signal  for  them  to  halt» 
lest  he  should  increase  the  suspicions  of  the  Indian,  who 
began  to  be  uneasy,  and  they  were  too  distant  to  hear  hii 
voice.    He,  thcirefore,  took  from  his  pack  some  beads,  a 
looking-glass  and  a  few  trinkets,  which  be  had  brought  for 
the  purpose,  and  leaving  his  gun  advanced  unarmed  towards 
the  Indian.    Hq  re^iained  in  the  same  position  tUl  captain 
Ijewis  came  within  two  hundred  yards  of  him,  when  he 
turned  his  horse,  and  began  to  move  off  slowly;  captain 
Xiewis  then  called  out  to  him,  in  as  loud  a  voice  a»  he  cofuk^^ 
vepeatiog  the  word,  tabba  bone!  which  in  the  Shosboaee  . 
language  means  white  man;  but  looking  over  his  shoulder 
the  Indian  kept  his  eyes  on  Drewyer  and  Shields,  who  were 
still  advancing,  without  recollecting  the  impropriety  of  do- 
ins  so  at  siieh  a  moiaenty  till  eaptain  Lewis  Hwde  a  signal 
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toltem  «#  Ml:  tUi  Drewyer  obeyed^  b«t  BkkUa  dM  Mt 
obttrre  iif  and  still  went  forwwd:  seeing  Drewjer  IwU  dss 
Iftdiu  iuined  his  horse  aboat  as  if  to  wait  for  eaptaia 
Lswis  who  mw  reaehed  withUi  ooehaadred  and'flfty  paeosp 
fopeathig  the  word  tabba  boae^  aad  holding  «p  the  trinkets 
in  his  handy  at  the  same  time  strippingf  up  the  sleere  of  his 
shirt  to  show  the  colonr  of  hu  skin.    The'lndiaa  snA^red 
him  to  ad? anco  within  one  hnndred  paees,  then  suddealj 
torned  his  horse»  and  gi? ii^  him  the  whip^  leaped  across 
the  ereefc*  and  disappeared  in  an  instant  i^ong  the  wiBow 
bushes:  with  him  vanished  all  the  hopes  which  die  sight  of 
him  had  inspired  of  a  friendly  introduction  to  his  country* 
Bien.    Though  sadly  disappointed  by  the  ivprudimee  of  hfe 
two  men,  captain  Lewis  determined  tQ  make  the  incident 
of  some  nsoy  and  therefore  calling  the  men  to^him  they  all 
sot  off  after  the  track  of  the  horse,  which  they  h<q^  n^^cht 
lead  tk^m  to  the  camp  of  the  Indian  who  had  flod,  m*  if  ho 
had  e^ven  the  alarm  to  any  sm^l  party,  their  traok  might 
conduct  them  to  the  body  of  the  nation.    They  now  fixed 
a  small  flag  of  the  United  States  on  a  pole,  which  yas 
carried  by  one  of  the  men  as  a  signal  of  their  friendly  intra- 
tions,  should  the  Indians  observe  them  as  they  were  advan- 
cing.   The  route  lay  across  an  island  formed  by  a  nearly 
equal  division  of  the  creek  in  the  bottom*:  after  reaching 
the  open  grounds  on  the  ri.^ht  side  of  the  creek,  the  trade 
turned  towards  some  high  hills  about  three  miles  distimt. 
Presuming  that  the  Indiau  camp  might  be  among  these 
hills,  and  that  by  advancing  hastily  he  might  be  seen  and 
alarm  them,  captain  Lewis  sought  an  elevated  situation 
near  the  creek,  had  a  lire  made  of  willow  brush,  and  todL 
breakfast.    At  the  same  time  he  prepared  a  small  assort- 
ment of  beads,  trinkets,  awls,  some  paant  and  a  lookms 
glass,  and  placed  them  on  a  pole  near  the  tre,  in  (ffder 
that  if  the  Indians  returned   they  mi^t  discover  (hat 
the  party  were  white  men  and  friends.     Whilst,  making 
these  propamtions  a  "kw;/  heavy  shower  of  rain  and  hail 
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I  •&»  and  wet  tkeit  to  the  tkiii:  m  'about  tvent j  nU 
Qiites  it  was.  over,  and  eaptain  liewis  then  renewed  hU  pnr- 
•ait»  but  as  the  rain  had  made  the  grass  whieb  the  horto 
had  trodden  down  rise  again,  his  traek  eonld  with  diSenlty 
be  distinguished.    As  they  went  along  they  passed  seyeml 
j^aees  where  the  Indians  seemed  to  hafe  been  digging 
roots  tO'daj,  and  saw  the  fi*toh  track  of  eight  or  ten  hof- 
seSf  but  they  had  been  wandering  about  in  so  eonfused  a 
manner  that  he  eonld  not  diseem  any  particular  path, 
and  at  last,  afterpursuing  it  alnmt  four  miles  along  the 
talley  to  the  left  under  the  foot  of  the  hiUs,  he  lost  the 
track  <tf  the  fugitive  Indian.    Near  the  head  of  the  val- 
ley they  had  passed  a  large  bog  eovered  with  moss  and 
tall  grass,  aniong  whieh  were  several  springs  of  pure 
eold  water,  they  now  turned  a  little  to  the  left  along  tKe 
Ibot  of  the  high  hlUs,  and  reached  a  small « creek  where 
they  encamped  for  the  night,  having  made  about  twenty 
miles,  though  not  more  than  ten  in  a  direct  line  from  their 
eamp  of  last  evening.   ^ 

The  morning  being  rainy  and  wet  we  did  not  6et  out 
with  the  canoes  till  after  an  early  breakfast.  During  the 
ftrst  three  miles  we  passed  three  small  islands,  six  bayons  . 
on  different  sides  of  the  river,  and  the  same  number  of 
bends  towards  the  right.     Here  we  reached  the  lower 
poini  of  a  large  island  which  we  called  Hiree-thoosand- 
mile  island,  «i  account  of  its  being  at  that  distance  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Missouri.    It  is  three  miles  and  a  half 
•in  length,  and  as  we  coasted  along  it  we  passed  several 
small  bends  of  the  river  towards  the  left,  and  two  ba- 
yons on  the  same  side.     After  leaving  the  upper  point  of 
Three-thousand-milc  island,  we  followed  the  main  chan- 
nel on  ihe  left  side,  which  led  us  by  three  small  islands 
and  several  small  bayous,  and  fifteen  bends  towards  the 
right.     Then  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles  and  a  half 
we  encamped  on  tiie  upper  end  of  a  large  island  near 
the  right.    The  river  was  shallow  and  n^id,  so  that  we 
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wtre  oUiged  to  te  in  the  water  dsrinp  a  great  part^  of 
the  dfty^  dragging  tlie  canoes  over  the  shoali  and  ri|qil«i 
Its  eoarse  too  was  so  crooked^  that  notwithstandiog  wt 
had  nade  fourteen  miles  by  water*  we  were  only  Ave 
miles  from  our  encampment  of  last  night  '  The  country 
oonsists  of  a  low  ground  on  th^  rirer  about  fire  miles 
wide^  and  succeeded  on  both  sides  by  plainf  of  the  same 
^extent  which  reach  to  (he  base  of  the  mountains.  These 
low  grounds  are  very  much  intersected  by  bayous,  and  in 
those  on  the  left  side  is  a  large  proportion  of  bog  eofered 
with  tall  grasSy  which  would  yield*  a  fine  turf.  There  Me 
Tcry  few  trees,  atfd  those  small  narrow-leafed  cotton- 
wood:  the  principal  growth  being  the  barrow-leafed  wil- 
low, and  currant  buslies,  «imoog  which  wefe  some  bunch* 
es  of  priyy  near  the  river.  We  saw  a  number  of  geesOf 
ducks,  beavfr,  otter,  deer  and  antelopes,  of  ail  wliieh 
one  beaver  was  killed  with  a  pole  from  the  boat,  three 
otters  with  a.  tomahawk,  and  the  hunters  brought  in  three 
deer  and  an  antelope* 

Monday^  12.  This  morning  as  soon  as  it  was  light  eap« 
tain  Lewis  sent  Drewyer  to  reconnoitre  if  possible  the  route 
of  the  Indians:  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he  returned, 
after  following  the  tracks  of  the  horse  which  we  had  lost 
yesterday  to  the  mountains*  where  they  ascended  and  were 
no  longer  visible.  Captain  Lewis  now  decided  on  ma- 
king the  circuit  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains  whieh 
formed  the  cove,  expecting  by  that  means  to  find  a  road 
across  them,  and  accordingly  sent  Drewyer  on  one  side^ 
and  Shields  on  (he  other.  In  this  way  they  crossed  foar 
sm^  rivulets  near  each  other,  on  which  were  some  boWers 
or  conical  lodges  of  willow  brush,  which  seemed  to  -ha^e 
been  made  recently.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  growMi 
in  the  neighbourhood  was  torn  up  the  Indians  appeared  to 
have  been  gathering  roots;  but  captain  Lewis  could  not  din- 
cover  what  pu*tieular  plant  they  were  searching  for,  amr 
could  he  find  any  fresh  track,  till  at  the  distance  of  Ibier 
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ttiles  from  his  eamp  he  met  a  large  plain  Indian  read  whieh 
eame  into  the  cove  from  the  norlheattt  and  wound  along 
the  foot  o^  the  mountains  to  the  southwest^  approaebing 
obliquely  the  main  stream  he  bad  left  yesterday.  Down  this 
road  he  now  went  towards  the  southwest:  at  the  distanoe 
of  five  milesr  it  erossed  alargp  run  or  ereek,  which  is  a  prin- 
0ipal  braneb  of  the  main  stream  into  whieli  it  fallsy  just 
above  the  high  cliffn  or  gates  observed  yesterday,  and  which 
they  now  saw.  below  them:  here  ihey  halted  and  breakfast* 
•d  on  the  last  of  the  deer,  keeping  a  small  pleee  of  pork  in 
reserve  against  accident:  they  then  eontinued  through  the 
low  bottom  along  the  main  stream  near  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains on  their  right*  For  the  first  five  miles  the  valley  eon* 
tinues  towards  the  southwest  from  two  to  three  miles  in 
width;  then  the  main  stream*  which  had  received  two  small 
branches  ft*om  the  left  in  the  valley,  turns  abruptly  to  the 
west  through  a  narrow  bottom  between  .the  mountains. 
The  road  was  still  plain,  and  as  it  led  them  directly  on  to* 
wards  the  mountain  the  stream  gradually  became  smaller, 
till  after  going  two  miles  it  had  so  greatly  diminished  in 
width  that  one  of  the  men  in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm,  with  one 
foot  on  each  side  of  the  diver,  thanked  God  that  he  had 
lived  to  bestride  the  Missouri.  As  they  went  along  their  hopes 
of  soon  seeing  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  arose  almost  tt 
painful  anxietjr,  when  after  four  miles  from  the  last  abrupt 
turn  of  the  river,  they  reached  a  small  gap  formed  by  the 
high  mountains  which  recede  bn  eacfi  side,  leaving  room  for 
the  Indiaii  road.  From  the  foot  of  one  of  iheiowestof  t^iese 
mountains,  which  rises  with  a  gentle  ascent  of  abput  half  a 
mile,  issues  the  remotest  water  of  the  Missouri.  They  had 
BOW  reached  the  hidden  sources  of  that  river,  which  had 
Bcver  yet  been  seen  by  civilized  man^  and  as  they  quenched 
their  thirst  at  the  chaste  and  icy  fountain— as  they  sat  down 
bj  the  brink  of  that  little  rivulet,  which  yielded  its  distant 
Mi4  modest  tribute  to  the  parent  ocean,  they  felt  themselves 
rswardod  for  all  their  labours  and  all  their  difficulties.  They 
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left  relaetutly  this  iateresliBg  spaU  aatf  ponaiiig  the  b« 
dian  road  throng  the  intenral  of  the  hilb,  arrived  at  thfc 
top  dT  a  ridge,  fron  whieh  they  taw  high  BOuataiBS  par- 
dally  oorered  with  snow  still  to  the  west  of  them.    His 
ridge  oa  which  they  stood  formed  the  dirlding  liae  between 
the  waters  of  the  Atlaotie  aod  Pacific  oeeaas.    They  fd- 
lowed  a  descent  mnch  steeper  than  that  on  the  eastern  sidci 
and  at  the  distance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  reached  a 
handsome  bold  ereeh  of  eold  clear  water  ronnlng  to  the 
Westward.    Tkey  stopped  to  taste  for  the  first  time  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Columbia;  and  after  a  few  minutes  followed  the 
road  across  steep  hills  and  low  hollows,  till  they  reached  a 
spring  on  the  side  of  a  mountain:  here  they  found  a  sufl- 
eient  quantity  of  dry  willow  brush  for  fuel,  and  therefore 
halted  for  the  night;  and  having  killed  nothing  in  the  course 
of  the  day  supped  on  their  last  piece  of  pork»  and  imsted  to 
fortune  for  soAie  other  food  to  wix.  with  a  little  flonr  and 
parched  meal,  which  was  all  that  now  remamed  of  their 
proYisions.    Before  reaching  the  fountain  of  the  Missoiirl 
they  saw  several  large  hawks  nearly  black,  and  some  of  the 
heath  cocks:  these  last  have  a  long  pointed  tail,  and  are  of 
a  uniform  dark  brown  colour,  much  larger  than  the  com- 
mon dunghill  fowl,  and  similar  in  habits  and  the  mode  of. 
flying  to  the  grouse  or  prairie  hen.  Drewyer  also  wooaded 
ft  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  yaJ-ds  an  animal 
which  we  had  not  yet  seen,  bat  which  after  falling  reen- 
Tcred  itself  and  escaped.  It  seemed  to  be  of  the  fox  kind, 
rather  larger  than  the  small  wolf  of  the  plains,  and  with  a 
skin  in  whieh  blacky  reddish  brown,  and  yellow,  were  cu- 
riously intermixed.    On  the  creek  of  the  Columbia  they 
fbund  a  species  of  currant  which  does  not  grow  as  high  as 
that  of  the  Missouri,  though  it  is  more  branching,  and  its 
leaf,  the  under  disk  of  which  is  covered  with  a  hairy  po- 
heseenoe,  is  twice  as  large.  The  fruit  is  of  the  ordinaij  i 
and  shi^  <rfthe  emrrMt,  and  supported  in  the  usual 
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Ber^  but  is  of  a  deep  pHq^Ie  eoloar»  neidi  and  of  a  rerj  ii«> 
feriorflayour. 

We  proceeded  911  in  the  boats,  bat  as  die  riyer  was  tery 
9haUoMr  and  rapid,  the  nayigation  is  extremely  diftealt,  a^i 
the  men  who  are  almost  oonstantly  in  the  water  are  getting* 
feeble  and  sore,  and  so  mneh  wore  down  by  fbtigne  that 
they  are  very  anxious  to  eommeneo  trarelling  by  land.  We 
went  along  the  main  channel  which  is  on  the  right  side,  and 
after  passing  nine  bends  in  that  direction,  three  islands  and 
a  number  of  bayous,  reached  at  the  distance  of  Htc  and  a 
half  miles  the  upper  point  of  a  large  island.  At  noon  there 
was  a  storm  of  thunder  which  continued  dbout  half  an  hour; 
after  which  we  proceeded,  but  as  it  was  necessary  to  drag 
the  canoes  over  the  shoals  and  rapids,  made  but  little  pro- 
gress.   On  leaving  the  island  we  passed  a  number  of  short 
bends,  several  bayous,  and  one  run  of  water  on  the  right 
side,  and  having  gone  by  four  small  and  two  large  islands, 
encamped  on  a  smooth  plain  to  the  left  near  a  few  cotton<» 
wood  trees:  our  Journey  by  water  was  just  twelve  miles, 
and  four  in  a  direct  line.    The  hunters  supplied  us  with 
three  deer  and  a  fawn. 

Tuesday  IS.  Very  early  in  the  morning  captain  Lewis 
resumed  the  Indian  road,  which  led  him  in  a  western  direc- 
tion, throng  an  open  broken  countryf  on  the  left  was  a  deep 
yalley  at  the  foot  of  a  high  range  of  mountains  running  trovSt 
•eatheast.to  northwest,  with  their  sides  better  clad  with 
tiinber  thanthe  hills  to  which  ire  have  been  for  some  time 
aecustomed,  and  their  tops  covered  in  paK  with  snow.    At 
live  miles  distance,  after  following  the  long  descent  of  an- 
other valley,  he  reacheda  creek  about  ten  yards  wide,  and  on 
rising  the  hill  beyond  it  had  a  view  of  a  handsome  little  val- , 
ley  on  the  left,  about  a  mile  in  width,  through  which  they 
judged,  from  the  appearance  of  the  timber,  that  some  stream 
of  vfvd^r  most  probably  passed.  On  the  creek  they  had  Just 
left  were  some  bushes  of  the  white  maple,  the  sumach  of  the 
small  species  vrith  the  winged  ribj  ud  a  species  ^  honey- 
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nekle^  resembling  in  its  general  appearanee  and  the  A49 
•f  iU  leaf  the  imall  honeysnekle  of  the  Mistonrit  except 
that  it  is  rather  larger,  and  bears  a  globular  berrjt  about  tho 
size  of  a  garden  pea»  of  a  white  eolour,  and  formed  of  s 
*soit  white  mueilaginous  sobstanee,  in  whieh  are  serersl 
small  brown  seeds  irregularly  scattered  without  any  eelli 
and  enyeloped  in  a  smooth  thin  pelliele« 

The  J  proceeded  along  a  waving  plain  parallel  to  this  Tal- 
ley  for  about  four  miles,  when  they  discovered  two  womeOf 
ft  man  and  some  dogs  on  an  eminence  at  the  distance  of  ^ 
mile  before  them.    The  strangers  first  viewed  them  appa- 
rently with  much  attention  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  two 
of  them  sat  down  as  if  to  await  captain  Lewis's  arrivaL  He 
went  on  till  he  reached  wilhij»  about  half  a  mile,  then  order- 
ed his  party  to  stop,  put  down  his  knapsack  and  rifle,  Mid  un- 
ffnrling  the  flag  advanced  alone  towards  the  Indians.    The 
females  soon  retreated  behind  the  hill,  but  the  man  remain- 
ed till  captain  Lewis  cnme  within  a  hundred  yards  from  him, 
when  he  too  went  offV  though  captain  Lewis  called  out  taUia 
bone!  loud  enough  to  be  heard  distinctly.    He  hastened  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  but  they  had  all  disappeared.    The  dogs 
however  were  less  shy,  and  came  close  to  him;  he  therefore 
thought  of  tying  a  handkerchief  with  -some  beads  round 
their  necks,  and  then  let  them  loose  to  oonvince  the  f natives 
of  his  friendly  disposition,  but  they  would  not  sufier  him  to 
take  hold  of  them,  and  soon  left  him.  He  now  made  a  signal 
to  the  men,  who  joined  him,  and  then  all  followed  the  track 
of  the  Indians,  which  led  along  a  continuation  of  the  same 
road  they  had  beep  already  travelling.    It  vras  dusty  and 
seemed  to  have  been  much  used  lately  both  by  foot  paaseiiir 
gers  and  horsemen.    They  had  not  gone  along  it  more  th^ 
a  mile  when  on  a  sudden  they  saw  three  female  Indiami^ 
from  whom  they  had  been  concealed  by  the  deep  raviaes 
which  intersected  the  road,  till  they  were  now  withi|i  tfa|rty 
paces  of  each  other;  one  of  them  a  young  woman  inmsaA- 
ately  took  to  flighty  the  other  two^  an  eld^  womui  mh4  a 
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little  girl,  seeing  \re  were  too  near  for  them  to  esefipe,  tat 
on  the  ground,  and  holding  down  their  heads  seemed  as  if 
reeonciled  to  the  death  whieh  they  supposed  awaitedthem* 
The  same  habit  of  holding  down  the  head  and  inciting  the 
enemy  to  strike,  when  all  chanee  of  eseApe  is  gone,  is  pre* 
serred  in  Egypt  to  this  day.   Captain  Lewis  instantly  put 
down  his  rifle,  and  advaneing  towards  them,  took  the  woman 
by  the  hand,  raised  her  up,  and  repeated  the  word  tabba 
bone!  at  the  same  timfe  stripping  up  his  shirt  sleere  to  prore 
that  he  was  a  white  man,  ibr  his  hands  and  faee  had  beeonie 
by  constant  exposure  quite  as  dark  as  their  own.    She  ap-^ 
peared  immediately  relieved  from  her  alarm,  and  Drewyer 
and  Shields  now  coming  up,  captain  Lewis  gave  them  some 
beads,  a  few  awls,  pewter  mirrors,  and  a  little  paint,  and^ 
told  Drewyer  to  request  the  woman  to  recall  her  companion 
who  had  escaped  to  some  distance,  and  by  alarming  the  In- 
dians might  cause  them  to  attack  him  without  any  time  fop 
•xplanation.    She  did  as  she  was  desired,  and  the  young  wo« 
man  returned  almost  out  of  breath:  captain  Lewis  gave  her 
IID  equal  portion  of  trinkets,  and  painted  the  tawny  cheeks 
of  all  three  of  them  with  vermillion,  a  ceremony  whieh 
among  the  Shoshonees  is  emblematic  of  peace.    After  they 
had  become  composed,  he  informed  them  by  signs  of  his  wish 
to  go  to  their  camp  in  order  to  see  their  chiefs  and  warriors; 
they  readily  obeyed,  and  conducted  the  party  along  the 
same  road  down  the  riTcr.    In  this  way  they  marched  two 
miles,  when  they  met  a  troop  of  nearly  sixty  warriors  mount* 
ed  on  excellent  horses  riding  at  full  speed  towards  them. 
Ad  they  adyanoed  captain  Lewis  put  down  his  gun,  mid 
trent  with  the  flag  about  fifty  paces  in  ^kdyanee.    The  chief 
who  with  two  men  were  riding  in  front  of  the  main  body, 
spoke  to  the  wolnen,  who  now  explained  that  the  party  was 
eomposed  of  white  men,  and  showed  exultingly  the  presents 
they  had  receiyed.  llie  three  men  immediately  leaped  from 
Aeir  horAs,  came  up  to  captain  Lewis*  and  embraced  him 
wHb  great  cordiality,  putting  tlrair  left  arm  over  his  r%te 
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AMlder  aad  eUqpiiighb  Imek,  anplying  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^'^ 
ikeir  laft  cheek  to  his,  and  frequenUy  Tooiferating  ah  hie! 
ahhie!  «<  I  am  mveh  pteated,  I  am  maeh  rqoieed.'*    The 
whole  bodj  of  wanion  now  eame  ferwavd,  aad  our  mea  le- 
eaited  the  carettet^  and  ao  tmaD  thare  of  the  grease  aad 
faint  of  their  aewflnends.    After  this  firatenial  embracef  irf 
wUeb  die  motire  was  much  m<Hre  agreeaUe  than  the  masp 
Mr,  eaptahi  I^wb  lighted  a  pipe  and  offbredit  to  the  laffiaas 
who  had  bow  seated  theiaselTes  in  a  eirele  aroimd  the  par* 
tj*    Bat  before  they  would  reeeiTO  this  mark  of  f riendsfa^ 
th^  palled  off  their  moeeatins,  a  enstom  as  we  afterwards 
learatf  which  indieates  the  saeml  sineerity  of  thefar  pralbs- 
aions  when  they  smoke  with  a  stranger,  and  whieh  impre- 
eatoft  on  themsehres  the  misery  of  going  bar^lsot  forerer  if 
they  are  fiuthleas  to  their  wordSf  a  penalty  by  no  means 
li|^t  to  those  who  rpTO  oyer  the  thorny  plains  of  their  eonn* 
try.    It  is  not  unworthy  to  remark  thennalogy  whieh  some 
of  the  enstomt  of  those  wild  ehiUben  of  the  wilderness  hcM 
to  those  roooided  in  holy  writ.  Moses  is  admonished  tnpuA 
off  hit  shoes,  for  the  plaee  <m  whieh  he  stood  was  holy 
ground.    Why  this  was  enjoined  as  an  net  of  peeuUarrefo- 
lenee;  whether  it  was  from  the  eireumstanee  that  in  the 
arid  region  in  whieh  the  patriaroh  then  resided,  it  was 
deemed  a  test  of  the  sineerity  of  doTotion  to  walk  upon  the 
bumfaig  sands  barefooted,  in  some  measure  aaalogous  to  the 
pains  inflicted  by  the  prickly  pear,  does  not  aj^ear.    After 
smoking  a  few  pipes,  some  trifling  presents  were  distribnted 
amongst  them,  with  ^diich  they  seemed  very  muehpleased^ 
particularly  with  the  Uue  beads  and  th^  Tcrmillictt*    Cap* 
tain  Lewis  then  informed  the  chief  that  the  olffcet  of  lus 
▼isit  was  friendly,  and  should  be  explained  as  soon  as  be 
leaehed  their  eao^;  but  that  in  the  meantime  as  the  mm 
was  <4ipressiTe,  and  no  water  near,  he  wished  to  go  thwcfaa 
soon  as  possible.    They  now  put  on  their  moccasins,  and 
their  chi^  whose  name  was  Cameahwait,  maAs  a  Abtt 
speech  to  the  waiTiors.    Captain  Lewie  thm  gaye  hint  tinn 
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Hg,  wkieli  heinforaied  him  vas  aai6iig  vUte  iumi  tti0  em* 
Uem  of  peace»  and  now  that  he  had  received  it  was  to  be  hi 
fature  the  bond  of  union  betwew  them.  The  ehief  ^hett 
mored  on^  our  party  followed  himf  and  the  rest  of  the  ^mr«> 
«iom  in  a  squadron,  brought  up  the  rear.  After  marehiuK 
a  ndfe  thej  were  halted  by  the  ehief^  who  made  a  seeoqi 
haranguot  on  whieh  six  or  eight  joang  men  rode  Ib^rard  to 
their  eamp,  and  no  farther  regularity  was  dbserved  m  the 
order  of  mareh*  At  the  distanoe  of  four  miles  flrom  wheM 
they  Imd  first  met,  they  readied  the  Indian  eamp,  whieh 
was  in  a  handsome  level  meadow  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
Here  they  were  introduced  into  an  old  leathern  lodge  whieh 
the  young  men  who  had  bera  sent  firom  the  party  had  fitted 
up  fbr  their  reception.  After  hehig  seated  on  green  boughs 
asd  antdope  duns,  one  of  the  warriors  puUed  up  the  grasi 
in  Ac  centre  of  the  lodge  so  as  to  form  a  vacant  circle  o# 
two  feet  dmmeter,  in  which  he  kinffled  a  fire.  The  chief 
then  produced  his  pipe  and  tobacco,  the  warriors  all  pidied 
^their  moccasins,  and  our  purty  was  requested  to  tid&e  off 
their  own*  This  being  done,  the  ehirf  lighted  his  pipe  at  the 
fire  within  the  nngie  circle,  and  then  retreating  from  it  be- 
gun  a  speech  several  minutes  long,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
pointed  the  stem  towards  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the 
l^eavens,  beginnkig  with  the  east  and  ctaclndhig  with  th^ 
north.  After  this  ceremony  he  presented  the  stem  in  the 
same  way  to  captain  Lewis,  who  supposing  it  an  invitation 
to  smoke,  put  out  his  hand  to  receive  the  pipe,  but  the  chief 
Arewit  back,  and  continued  to  rqpieat  the  same  oflfer  three 
times,  after  which  he  pointed  the  stem  first  to  the  heav«is» 
then  to  the  centre  of  the  Mttle  circle,  took  tiiree  whiffs  him- 
•elf ,  and  presented  it  agam  to  captain  Lewis*  Finding  that 
iMft  last  offer  was  in  good  earnest,  he  nnoked  a  little,  the 
^ipe  vras  then  held  to  each  of  the  white  men,  and  aftt^  th^ 
lariL  taken  a  fsw  whiffs  was  given  to  the  wuniws.  T^ 
fipe  was  made  ^  a  dense  transparent  ((reen  stone,  very 
hi^ypoBshed^ about  two  airi  whalfiswhec(long,aadtfaQ 
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eral  figare,  the  bowl  being  in  the  same  sitnatioii  with  Ae 
item.  A  small  piece  of  barnt  clay  is  placed  in  the  bottom 
of  the  bowl  to  separate  the  tobacco  from  the  end  of  the  stem^ 
tad  is  of  an  irregularly  round  figure^  not  fitting  the  tiriM 
perfJBctly  elose,  in  order  that  the  smolLC  may  pass  with  &eiH- 
tj.  Tht  tobacco  is  of  the  same  Idnd  with  that  used  by  the  Ifia* 
netareesy  Mandans  and  Ricaras  of  the  Blissouri.  The  Sho- 
riionees  do  not  culti? ate  this  ^nt»  but  obt^n  it  frrak  the 
Booky  mountain  IndiaBs,  and  some  of  the  bands  of  their 
own  nation  who  Htc  fbrther  south.  The  ceremony  of 
imokiag  being  coacludedt  captain  Lewis  explained  to  the 
chief  the  purposes  of  his  Tisit,  and  as  by  this  time  all  the 
Women  and  children  of  the  camp  had  gathered  around  the 
lodge  to  indulge  In  a  view  of  the  first  white  men  they  had 
erer  seen»  he  distributed  among  tliem  the  romainder  of  the 
nnall  artides  he  had  brought  with  him.  It  was  now  late  in 
ihc'aftemoony  Mid  our  party  had  tasted  no  fbod  rinee  the 
night  before.  On  apprising  the  chief  of  tlus  cironmstaaec* 
he  said  thai:  he  had  notbling  but  berries  to  eat*  and  present- 
ed some  cakes  made  of  serriceberry  and  chokecherries 
which  had  been  dried  in  the  sun.  On  these  captain  Lewb 
made  a  hearty  meal,  and  then  walked  down  towards  the  rireti 
he  found  it  a  nfid  elear  stream  forty  yards  wide  and  three 
feet  deep;  the  banks  were  low  and  dbrupt,  like  those  of  the 
u^^r  part  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  bed  formed  of  loose 
stones  and  grareL  Its  course,  as  far  as  he  could  otoenre  it, 
was  a  little  to  the  north  of  west,  and  was  bounded  on  eadi 
side  by  a  range  of  Ugh  mountains,  of  which  those  on  thft 
east  are  the  lowest  and  most  distant  from  the  riTcr. 

The  chief  informed  him  that  this  stream  discharged  it- 
self at  the  distance  of  half  a  day's  march,  into  another  of 
twice  its  size,  coming  from  the  southwest;  but  added»  on 
farther  inquiry,  that  there  was  scarcely  more  timb^  be> 
low  the  junction  of  those  rivers  than  in  this  nei{^ibouriiood» 
and  tiiat  the  riyer  was  rocky,  rapid,  and  so  closely  oonlaed 
between  Ugh  mountains,  that  it  wasimpossiUe  to  paesdowit 
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it,  either  by  land  or  water  to  the  great  lake^  where  ai  he 
had  anderstoood  the  white  men  lived.    This  iDformatie« 
was  far  from  being  satisfaotory;  for  there  was  no  timber 
here  that  wotild  answer  the  pnrpdse  of  building  eanoes»  in^ 
deed  not  more  than  just  suffieient  for  fud,  and  eren  that 
eonristed  of  the  narrow-leafed  eottonwood,  the  red  and  the 
narrow-leafed  wiUow,  the  chokeeherry,  servieeberry  and> 
few  eurrant  bushes  sueh  as  are  eommon  on  the  Sfissouri. 
The  prospeet  of  going  on  by  land  is  more  pleasant^  for  there 
are  great  numbers  of  horses  feeding  in  every  direetion 
round  the  eamp,  whieh  will  enable  us  to  transport  our 
stores  if  neeessary  oyer  the  mountains.    Captain  Lewis 
returned  from  the  river  to  his  lodge^  and  oH  his  way  an 
Indian  invited  him  into  his  bower  and  gave  him  a  small 
morsel  of  boiled  antelope  and  a  pieee  of  fresh  salmon 
roasted/   This  was  the  first  salmon  he  had  seen,  and  per- 
feetly  satisfied  him  that  he  was  now  on  the  waters  of  the 
Paeific.    On  reaching  this  lodge,  he  resumed  his  eonversa- 
tion  with  the  chief,  after  whieh  he  was  entertained  with 
a  dance  by  the  f ndians.    It  now  proved,  as  our*  party  had 
feared,  that  the  men  whom  they  had  first  met  this  morning 
had  returned  to  the  camp  and  spread  the  alarm  that  their 
enemies,  the  Minnetarees  of  fort  de  Pr%irie,  whom  they  call 
Fahkees,  were  advancing  on  them.    The  warriors  instantly 
armed  themselves  and  were  coming  down  in  expectation  of 
an  attack,  when  they  were  agreeably  surprised  by  meeting 
our  party.     The  greater  part  of  them  were  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  and  shields,  but  a  few  liad  small  fusils, 
saeh  as  are  furnished  by  the  northwest  company  traders, 
and  which  they  had  obtained  from  the  Indians  on  the  Tel- 
iawstone,  with  whom  they  are  now  at  peace.    They  had 
reason  to  dread  the  iqiproach  of  the  Pahkees,  who  had  at- 
tacked them  in  the  course  of  this  spring  and  totally  d^eated 
them.  On  this  occasion  twenty  of  their  warriors  were  either 
killed  or  made  prisoners^  and  they  lost  their  whole  camp 
except  the  leathern  lodge  whieh  they  had  fitted  up  fiir  os^ 
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«ri  were  mw  ebHged  to  lire  in  huCs  of  a  eoniad  ^fsre 
Mode  witlt  willow  bnwk*  Tlie  mosie  and  daneingy  mYqA 
Wat  fai  ao  reboot  diflbr^  from  those  of  tliejtfissoari  la- 
AaWy  eoatiaaed  nearly  all  night;  but  eaptain  Lewis  retired 
to  rest  aboat  twelve  o'eloek,  when  the  fktignes  of  the  day 
enaUed  him  to  sleep  though  he  was  awaked  several  times 
hj  the  ToUs  of  the  daneers* 

Whikt  all  these  things  were  oeenrring  to  eaptain  Lewis 
we  were  slowly  and  laboriously  aseending  the  river.    For 
the  irst  two  and  a  half  miles  we  went  along  the  island  oppo- 
site to  whieh  we  eneamped  last  evening*  and  soon  reaehed 
a  second  island  behind  which  eomes  in  a  small  creek  on  the 
left  side  of  the  river.    It  rises  in  the  mountains  to  the  east 
and  forms  a  handsome  valley  for  some  miles  from  its  mouthy 
where  it  is  a  bold  running  stream  about  seven  yards  wide: 
we  called  it  M^eal's  creeks  after  Hugh  M'Neal  one  of  our 
party.    Just  above  this  stream  and  at  the  dbtance  of  four 
mUes  firom  our  eunp  is  a  point  of  limestme  rock  on  the 
right,  about  seventy  feet  high,  forming  a  cliff  over  the  river. 
From  the  top  of  it  the  Beaver^s-head  bore  nmrth  24''  east 
twelve  miles  distant,  the  course  of  Wisdom  river,  that  is 
the  direction  of  its  valley  through  the  mountains  is  north 
1^^  west.  While  the  gap  through  which  the  Jefferson  »ters 
the  mountains  is  ten  miles  above  us  on  a  course  south  18^ 
west.    From  this  limestone  rock  we  proceeded  along  seve- 
ral islands,  on  both  sides,  and  after  making  twelve  nules 
arrived  at  a  cliff  of  high  rocks  on  the  right,  oj^osite  to 
which  wo  encamped  in  a  smooth  level  prairie,  near  a  few 
Cottonwood  trees;  but  were  obliged  to  use  the  dry  wil- 
low brush  for  fuel.    The  river  is  still  very  crooked,  the 
bends  short  and  abrupt,  and  obstructs  by  so  many  shoals^ 
over  /which  the  cimoes  were  to  be  dragged,  that  the  men 
were  in  the  water  three  fourths  of  the  day.    They  saw 
numbers  of  otter,  some,  beaver,  antelopes,  ducks,  geeso^ 
and  cranes,  but  they  killed  nothing  excq^  a  sing^  40er» 
They,  however,  caught  some  very  ftne  troat,  as  they  have 
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^tm»  flir  a«feral  dayi  past  Th«  weather  had  been  ohnidj 
aad  eool  dariog  the  forepart  of  the  day^  and  at  eight  o'eloek 
a  shower  qf  rain  fell. 

Wednesday  14.  In  order  to  give  time  for  the  b^ats  to 
reach  the  forks  of  Jefferson  riyer,  captain  Lewis  detennin- 
ed  to  remain  here  and  obtain  all  the  information  he  could 
oolleet  with  regard  to  the  country.    Having  nothing  to  eat 
bat  a  little  flour  and  parched  meal,  with  the  berries  of  the 
Indians,  he  sent  out  Drewyer  and  Shields,  who  borrowed 
horses  from  the  natives,  to  hunt  for  a  few  hours.    About 
Hm  same  time  the  yonng  warriors  set  out  for  the  same  pur- 
ppee.    There  are  but  few  cUl  or  blacktailed  deer  in  thi« 
Mighbourhood,  and  as  the  common  red-deer  secrete  them- 
selves in  the  bushes  when  alarmed,  they  are  soon  safe  from 
the  arrows,  which  are  but  feeble  weapons  against  any  ani- 
ses whi^h  the    huntsmen  eannot  previously  run  down 
with  their  horses.    The  chief  game  of  the  Shoshonees, 
therefore,  is  the  antelope,  which  when  pursued  retreats  to 
the  open  plains,  where  the  horses  have  full  room  for  the 
^hase.    But  such  is  its  extraordinary  fleetness  and  wind 
that  a  single  horse  has  no  possible  chance  of  outrunning  it^ 
or  tiring  it  down;  and  the  hunters  are  therefore  obliged  tp 
resort  to  stratagem.    About  twenty  Indians,  mounted  ofi 
fine  liorses,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  left  the  camp; 
in  a  short  time  they  descried  a  herd  of  ten  antelopes:  they 
immediately  separated  into  little  squads  of  two  or  three, 
smd  formed  a  scattered  circle  round  the  herd  for  five  or  six 
miles,  Jceeping  at  a  wary  distance,  so  as  not  to  alarm  them 
till  they  were  perfectly  inclosed,  and  usually  selecting  some 
eommanding  eminence  as  a  stand.    Having  gained  their 
p#fiitiQns,  a  small  party  rode  towards  the  herd,  and  with 
wonderful  dexterity  the  huntsman  preserved  his  seat,  and 
tbe  horse  his  footing,  as  he  ran  at  full  speed  over  the  hills, 
HB^  down  the  steep  ravines,  and  along  the  borders  of  the 
precipices.    They  were  90on  outstripped  by  the  antelopes, 
whieh  on  gaining  the  other  extremity  ^of  tbe  circle  were  dri- 
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TM  back  and  pursiied  by  the  fresh  banters.  They  tameti 
aad  flew^  rather  than  ran  in  another  direetion;  bnt  there  tte, 
tjiey  found  new  enemies.  In  this  way  they  were  alternate^ 
ly  pursued  backwards  and  forwards,  till  at  length*  notwith-^ 
standing  the  skill  of  the  hunters,  they  all  escaped,  and  the 
party  after  running  for  two  hours  returned  without  faafii^ 
eaught  any  thing,  and  their  horses  foaming  with  sweat 
This  chase,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  seen  from  the 
camp,  formed  a  beautiful  scene;  but  to  the  hunters  is  ex- 
eeedingly  laborious,  and  so  unproductiye,  even  when  they 
are  able  to  worry  the  animal  down  and  shoot  him,  that  forty 
or  fifty  hunters  will  sometimes  be  engaged  forh^faday 
without  obtaining  more  than  two  or  three  antelopes.  Soon 
after  they  returned,  our  two  huntsmen  came  in  with  no  bet« 
ter  success.  Captain  Lewis  therefore  made  a  little  paste 
with  the  flour,  and  the  addition  of  some  berries  formed^a 
Tcry  palatable  repast.  Haring  now  secured  the  good  wfll 
of  Cameahwait,  captain  Lewis  informed  him  of  his  wish 
that  he  would  speak  to  the  warriors  and  endeavour  to  en- 
gage  them  to  accompany  him  to  the  foriLs  of  Jeflbrson  riyer, 
where  by  this  time  another  chief  with  a  large  party  of 
white  men  were  waiting  his  return:  that  it  would  be  aeees- 
sary  to  take  about  thirty  horses  to  transport  the  merchaa- 
dize;  that  tbey  shotild  be  well  rewarded  foi*  their  trouble; 
and  that  when  all  the  party  should  hare  reached  the  Sho- 
ahonee  camp  they  would  remain  some  time  among  them, 
and  trade  for  horses,  as  well  as  concert  plans  for  famishing 
them  in  future  with  regular  supplies  of  merehandize*  He 
readily  consented  to  do  so,  and  after  collecting  the  tribe  to- 
gether he  made  a  long  harangue,  and  in  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  returned,  and  told  oaptain  Lewis  that  they  would  he 
ready  to  accompany  him  in  the  morning. 

As  the  early  part  of  the  day  was  cold,  and  the  men  stiff 
and  sore  from  the  fatigues  of  yesterday:  we  did  not  set 
out  till  scTcn  o'clock.  At  the  distance  of  a  mile  we  passed 
a  bold  stream  on  the  rights  whteli  c<Mnes  from  a  nowy 
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ttoantain  to  the  north,  and  at  its  entnuiee  it  four  jardi 
vide,  and  three  feet  in  depth:  we  ealled  it  Track  ereek:  at 
ftix  miles  further  we  reaehed  another  stream  which  heads 
in  some  springs  at  the  foot  of  the  moantains  on  the  lefU 
After  passing  a  number  of  bajous  and  small  islands  on  eaek 
side,  we  encamped  ajbout  half  a  mile  by  land  below  the  Bat* 
tlcsnake  cliffs.  The  river  was  cold,  shallow,  and  as  it  ap- 
proached the  mountains  formed  one  continued  rapid,  oyer 
which  we  were  obliged  to  drag  the  boats  with  great  la* 
bour  and  difficulty.  By  using  eonstant  exertions  we  suc- 
ceeded in  making  fourteen  miles,  but  this  distance  did  not 
carry  us  inore  than  six  and  a  half  in  a  straight  line:  seyeral 
of  the  men  have  reeeiyed  wounds  and  lamed  themselyas 
in  hauling  the  boats  over  the  stones*.  The  hunters  suppli- 
ed them  with  five  deer  and  an  antelope, 

Thursday  15.  Captain  Lewis  rose  early,  and  having  eat- 
en nothing  yesterday  except  his  scanty  meal  of  flour  and 
berries  felt  the  inconveniences  of  extreme  hunger.  On  in- 
quiry he  found  that  his  whole  stock  of  provisions  consisted 
of  two  pounds  of  flour.  This  he  ordered  to  be  divided  into 
two  equal  parts,  and  one  half  of  it  boiled  with  the  berries 
into  a  sort  of  pudding:  and  after  presenting  a  large  share 
to  the  chief,  he  and  his  three  men  breakfasted  on  the  re« 
mainder.  Cameahwait  was  delighted  at  this  new  dish:  he 
took  a  little  of  the  flour  in  his  hand  tasted  and  examined  it 
very  narrowly,  asking  if  it  was  made  of  roots;  captain  liewis 
•xplained  the  process  of  preparing  it,  and  he  said  it  was  the 
best  thing  he  had  ealcn  for  a  long  time. 

This  being  flnished^  captain  Lewis  now  endeavoured  to 
bftsten  the  departure  of  the  Indians  who  still  hesitated,  and 
seemed  reluctant  to  move,  althou(^  the  chief  addressed 
them  twice  for  the  purpose  of  urging  them;  on  inquiring 
tbe  reason,  Cameahwait  told  him  that  some  foolish  person 
bad  Bu^^sted  that  he  was  in  league  with  their  enemies  the 
Pakkees,  and  had  come  only  to  draw  them  into  ambuseadOf 
but  that  he  himself  did  not  believe  it:  captain  Lewis  felt 
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MeMy  attUiintteaatioii:  he  knew  the  stttpieieas  tempftrof 
Ihe  Indtens,  iMeiistoined  from  their  infoney  to  regard  eiHj 
•trai^r  ms  an  enemy,  and  saw  that  if  thi«  suggestion  weit 
net  mstantly  eheeked,  tt  might  hazard  the  total  failure  of  the 
enterprise.  Assuming  therefore  a  serious  air,  he  told  the 
ehief  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  they  placed  so  little  eont^ 
denee  in  him,  but  that  he  pardoned  their  suspieions  boeanse 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  character  of  white  men,  among 
whom  it  was  disgraceful  to  lie  or  entrap  eyen  an  enemy  hy 
fklflchood;  that  if  tiiey  continued  to  think  thus  meanly  of  us 
•My  might  be  assured  no  white  men  would  oTer  eome  to 
npply  them  with  arms  and  raerchandizef  that  there  was  at 
tUs  moment  a  party  of  white  men  waiting  to  trwie  with 
them  at  the  Mkn  of  the  rirer;  and  that  if  die  greater  pan 
of  the  tribe  entcHained  any  suspicion,  lie  hoped  there  were 
•Itti  among  them  some  who  were  men,  who  would  go  and 
see  widi  their  own  eyes  the  truth  of  what  he  said,  and  who, 
even  if  there  was  Miy  danger,  were  not  afiraid  to  die.  To 
doubt  tte  courage  of  an  Indiail  is  to  touch  the  tenderest 
string  of  his  mind,  and  the  surest  way  to  rouse  Mm  to  any 
dangerous  aehicTement.  Cameahwait  instantly  replied, 
that  he  was  not  afraid  to  die,  and  OAounting  his  htn-se,  for  dm 
tl^  dme  harangued  the  warriors:  he  told  them  that  he  was 
iMolred  to  go  if  he  went  alone,  or  if  he  were  sure  of  periA^ 
ingf  that  he  hoped  there  were  among  those  who  heard  him 
some  who  were  not  afraid  to  die,  and  who  would  prote  It 
by  OMunting  their  horses  and  following  him.  This  harangM 
produced  an  efieet  on  six  or  eight  only  of  the  warrters,  wb% 
ttow  Joined  their  chief.  HVIth  these  captain  Lewis  smoked  m 
fifef  and  then  fearfiil  of  some  change  in  their  eaprieioim 
temper  set  out  immediately.  It  was  about  twdre  o^doek 
when  his  small  party  left  the  cunp,  attended  by  Oimeah* 
wait  9mA  the  eight  warriors:  their  departure  seemed  to  i^read 
a  gloom  oyer  the  Tillage;  those  who  would  not  Texture  tiO 
go  were  sullen  and  melancholy^  and  the  woman  were  eiyiBg 
aitd  implofing  the  Ghreat  Spirit  to  proteotdMrimrriirs  m 
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if  Ib^  nwe  gttiig  te  ocrtiin  deitrMtlMK  jet  twh  is  tk« 
miTerifig  iMonstaiejr  •f  theie  taTftgtSy  that  etptain  Lewis's 
pMty  had  not*  gwie  fnv  wkes  they  were  joiMd  hy  ten  er 
twehre  more  wurriors,  and  before  reaehhq^  the  ereek  whieh 
they  had  passed  on  the  mcNnuDg  ef  the  laih^  tdl  the  men  eff 
the  natien  and  a  maahtv  of  wemen  had  ofertaken  them, 
and  had  ehaaged  frem  the  surly  ill  temper  in  which  they 
were  two  hows  ago^  to  the  greiUest  eheerfUbess  and  gayety* 
When  they  arriTed  at  the  spring  on  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain where  ihe  party  had  eooan^ied  on  the  ljith»  the  ehief 
insisted  on  halting  to  let  the  iiors^s  gcasei  to  which  eaptain 
Lewis  assented  and  smoked  with  them.  They  are  excessiyely 
fBtA  of  the  p^,  in  whieh  howerer  they,  are  notable  to  in* 
dnlge  mnoh  as  they  do  not  eulti?ate  tobaoeo  AemselTes,  and 
their  ragged  eountry  aflbrds  them  but  few  articles  to  ex« 
change  fbr  it.    Here  they  remained  for  about  {ui  hour,  aad 
an  Betting  out,  by  engaging  to  pay  ibnr  of  the  party,  cap* 
tain  Lewis  obtained  permission  for  himself  and  each  of  his 
men  to  ri^  behind  an  Indian;  bnt  he  soon  found  riding  with* 
out  stirrups  more  tiresome  than  walkingf  and  therefore 
dismounted^  making  tlie  Indian  carry  his  pack.  About  sun^ 
set  they  reached  the  upper  part  of  tibe  leyel  yalley  in  the 
•ove  thrcBgh  which  he  had  passed^  and  whieh  they  now 
nailed  Shoshoneo  cotc.  The  grass  being  burnt  on  the  north 
aide  of  the  river  they  crossed  over  to  the  south,  and  encamp* 
ed  about  four  miles  above  the  narrow  pass  between  the  hslls 
saticed  as  they  traversed  the  cove  before.    The  river  was 
kere  about  six  yards  wide,  and  frequentiy  dammed  up  1^ 
the  beaver.    Drewycr  had  been  sent  forward  to  hunt,  bnt 
bo  returned  in  the  evening  unsuccessful,  and  thdr  only  sup* 
per  theref<n*e  was  the  remaining  pound  of  flour  stirred  in  » 
littie  boiling  water,  and  then  divided  between  the  four  whito 
men  and  two  of  ihe  Indians. 

In  order  not  to  exhaust  the  strengtii  of  the  mm,  captain 
Ciarke  did  not  leave  his  camp  till  after  breakfast.  Although 
Mo  was  aearedly  half  a  mile  below  tiio  Ratdesnake  dUb  ho 
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wai  obliged  to  make  a  eiraut  of  two  mles  hj  initw  bofero 
lie  reaehed  them«  Tbo  riTer  now  passed  betweea  low  aad 
nigged  mouBtaiBs  and  cliffs  fiMmwd  of  a  mixture  of  limesloao 
and  a  hard  Uaek  rock*  with  no  eoTering  exeept  a  few  seat- 
tered  pines.  At  the  distance  of  fonr  miles  Is  a  bold  littb 
stream  wfaieh  throws  itself  from  die  moontains  down  a  steep 
preeipiee  of  rocks  on  the  left^  One  milo  further  is  a  second 
point  of  rocks»  and  an  island,  about  a  mile  bcTond  wfaieh  is 
a  creek  on  the  Tight,  ten  jards  wide  and  three  feet  three 
inches  in  depth,  with  a  strong  current:  we  called  it  IVil- 
lard's  creek  after  one  of  our  men,  Alexander  WiUard. 
Three  miles  beyond  this  creek,  after  passing  a  hi|^  cliff  on 
the  right  opposite  to  a  steep  hill,  we  reached  a  small  mea- 
dow on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Daring  its  passage  threogh 
these  hills  to  Willard's  creek  the  riyer  had  been  less  tortu- 
ous than  u^pal,  so  that  in  the  first  six  miles  to  WiUard's 
oreek  we  had  advanced  four  miles  on  our  route.  We  con- 
tinued on  for  two  miles,  tiH  we  reached  in  the  evening  a 
small  bottom  covered  with  clover  and  a  few  cottonwood 
trees:  here  we  passed  the  night  near  the  remains  of  some 
old  Indian  lodges  of  brush.  The  river  is  as  it  has  bem  for 
some  days  shallow  and  rapid;  and  oar  men,  who  are  for 
hours  together  in  the  river,  suflbr  not  only  from  fatigue, 
but  from  the  extreme  coldness  of  the  water,  the  tempera- 
ture of  which  is  as  low  as  that  of  the  freshest  springs  in  our 
tountry.  In  walking  along  the  side  of  the  river^  captain 
Claire  was  very  near  being  bitten  twiqe  by  rattlesnakes, 
and  the  Indian  woman  narrowly  escaped  the  same  misfbr- 
tune.  We  caught  a  number  of  fine  trout;  but  the  only  game 
procared  to-day  was  a  back,  which  had  a  pecoliariy  bitter 
taste,  proceeding  probably  from  its  favourite  food,  the  wil- 
low. 

Friday,  16.  As  neither  our  party  nor  the  Indians  had 
any  thing  to  eat,  captain  Lewis  sent  two  of  his  hunters 
ahead  this  morning  to  procure  some  provision:  at  the  same 
time  he  requested  Cameahwait  to  prevent  his  young  meii 
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from'  going  oat,  lest  by  their  ndse  tbey  might  dann  the 
game;  but  this  measure  immediately  revited  their  sii8pl« 
eions:  it  now  began  to  be  beliered  that  these  men  were  sent 
forward  in  order  to  apprise  the  enemy  of  their  coming,  and 
as  captain  Lewis  was  fearful  of  exciting  any  further  uneasi- 
ness,  he  made  no  objection  on  seeing  a  small  paKy  of  InA- 
ans  go  on  each  side  of  the  yalley  under  pretence  of  bunting, 
but  in  reality  to  watch  the  moTcments  of  our  two  men:  even 
this  precaution  however  did  not  quiet  the  alarms  of  the  In« 
dians,  a  considerable  part  of  whom  retomed  home,  leaving^ 
only  twenty-eight  men  and  three  women.  After  the  hunt- 
ers had  been  gone  about  an  hour,  captain  Lewis  again  mount- 
ed with  one  of  the  Indians  behind  him,  and  the  whole  party 
set  out;  but  just  as  they  passed  throitgh  the  narrows  they 
saw  one  of  tlie  spies  coming  back  at  full  speed  across  the 
plain:  the  chief  stopped  and  «eemed  uneasy,  the  whole  band 
were  moved  with  fresh  suspicions,  and  captain  Lewis  him- 
self was  much  disconcerted,  lest  by  some  unfortunate  acci- 
dent some  of  their  enemies  might  have  perhaps  straggled 
that  way.  The  young  Indian  had  scarcely  breath  to  say  a 
few  words  as  he  came  up,  wh^  the  whole  troop  dashed 
forward  as  fast  as  their  horses  could  carry  them;  and  cap- 
tain Lewis  astonished  at  this  movement  was  borne  along  for 
nearly  a  mile  before  he  learnt  with  great  satisfaction  that 
it  was  all  caused  by  the  spy's  having  come  to  announce  that 
ODC  of  the  white  men  had  killed  a  deer.  Relieved  Arom  his 
anxiety  he  now  found  the  jolting  very  uncomfortable;  for 
the  Indian  behind  him  being  afraid  of  not  getting  his  share 
of  the  feast  had  lashed  the  horse  at  every  step«  since  they 
set  off;  he  therefore  reined  him  in  and  ordered  the  Indian 
to  stop  beating  him.  The  feUow  Had  no  idea  of  losing  time 
in  disputing  the  point,  and  jumping  off  the  horse  ran  for  a 
mile  at  full  speed.  Captain  Lewis  slackened  his  pace,  and 
followed  at  a  sufficient  distance  to  observe  them.  When 
they  reached  the  place  where  Drewyer  had  thrown  out  the 
intestines;  they  all  dismounted  in  confusion  and  ran  turn- 
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wltfitAwr  fiart  he  mvU  a^d  iMtantly  begtn  to  eat  it;  temo 
iMd  the  lifer*  seme  the  kidnejSy  ia  short  no  pert  oa  whioh 
we  are  aeeaatoined  to  look  witt  disgast  esoaiiod  them:  om 
«f  them  who  liad  seized  aboat  nine  feet  i^  tiie  entraik  wu 
ehewing  at  oae  end,  while  with  his  hand  he  was  dilig^^ 
elearing  his  waj  hj  disehargtag  the  oontentt  at  the  other* 
It  was  iadeed  irapessiUe  to  see  these  wretehos  raTeaoudf 
feeding  on  the  filth  of  aaimals»  and  the  Uood  streasMg 
firom  their  mouthst  withont  deptang  how  aearlj  the  eea* 
tttioB  of  saTages  approaehes  that  of  the  bmte  ereatioa:  yet 
thoagh  safiering  wf th  hnager  the j  did  not  attea^pty  as  thqr 
might  have  done,  to  take  1^  feree  the  niiole  doer*  bat  tosh 
tested  themselTos  with  what  had  been  thrown  away  hf  tto 
hanter.    Captain  Lewis  now  had  the  deer  skinned,  and  af- 
ter resenring  a  qaarter  of  it  ga^e  the  rest  of  the  animal  to 
the  ehlef  to  be  difided  among  the  Indians*  who  immediotefy 
devoared  nearly  the  whole  of  it  without  eookiag.  Hiey  now 
vrent  forward  towards  the  ereefc  where  there  was  soma 
hrushwood  to  make  a  ftre»  and  fonad  Drowyer  wlio  had  kil- 
led a  seeood  deer:  the  same  struggle  for  the  entrails  was 
^enewed  here,  and  on  gi^g  nearly  the  whole  doer  to  the 
Indians,  they  devoured  it  even  to  the  soft  part  of  tiie  hoirfo. 
A  fire  being  made  ei^itain  Lewis  had  his  brealdast^  during 
Wliieh  Drewyer  brought  in  a  third  deer:  this  too,  after  re- 
serving one  quarter,  was  given  to  the  Indians,  who  now 
seemed  eompletely  satisfied  and  in  good  humour.  At  this 
place  they  remained  aboutt  two  hours  to  let  the  horses  graze, 
and  then  jDontinued  their  journey,  and  towards  eveaiss 
reached  the  lower  part  of  the  cove,  having  on  the  way  skot 
an  antelope^  the  greater  fart  of  wliich  was  given  to  the  In* 
dians.  As  tliey  were  now  approaching  the  plaee  where  the/ 
had  been  told  by  captain  Lewis  thety  would  see  die  whifje 
men,  the  chief  insisted  on  haltmg:  thej  therefore  all  dia- 
mounted,  and  Camoahwait  with  great  ceremony  and  at  if 
for  ornament,  pst  tippets  or  skins  round  the  aedka  of  amr 
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fwty^italter  tQ  Ihoie wisn  kgr thnmelves.  At tUt wm 
'ilrviouify  mmded  to  disguise  the  white  men,  eeptaia  Ijb wii 
in  etde^  to  iospire  tkem  vkh  more  eonfideaoe  put  bi»  eoeked 
hot  and  fiuither  on  iht  heed  of  the  ohiei^  and  as  bis  own 
ovi^shift  W2m  ia  the  Iiidiao  fom^  and  his  skin  browned  by 
the  am,  he  eorid  not  haro  been  distiognished  from  an  Ia« 
dian:  the  men  ioHowed  hb  «nui^e,  and  the  ebaoge  seemed 
to  be  mry  mrgeeaUe  to  the  Indiaas. 

In  eider  to  gnard  howerer  agi^nst  any  dlsappoiatmeot 
explain  Lewis  agam  eiplaiaed  the  possibility  of  our  not 
kOTiag  roaehed  the  HorinB  in  eonseqoenee  of  the  diffieulty 
off  the  nayigation,  so  that  if  they  should  not  find  us  at  tliat 
^ot  they  mi|^t  be  assared  of  our  not  being  far  below« 
Ihey  again  dl  moantod  their  horses  and  rode  on  rapidijc^ 
miridng  one  of  the  Indians  earry  their  flag,  so  that  we  might 
Meognise  them  ae  they  api^^oa^ed  us;  but  to  the  nMnrtifiea- 
tfian  and  disappcdntment  of  both  parties  on  eoming  within 
two  miles  rf  the  tnkB,  no  eanoes  were  to  he  seen.  Uneasy 
knt  «t  this  moment  lie  ske«ld  be  abandoned,  and  all  his 
hopes  of  ohtaadng  aid  Crom  <he  In^Bans  be  detroyed,  eap*- 
tainliewiegayetheehief  Ids gan, telling himthatif  the  ene- 
mies of  hh  nation  were  in  the  bodies  hd  might  defend  him*- 
idf  with  it;  dtatfor  his  own  part  he  ^as  not  afraid  to  die, 
and  dMJt  the  ehief  might  shoot  him  as  soon  as  they  diseo- 
iroKied  themsehes  betrayed.  The  other  three  men  at  the 
time  gave  their  guns  to  the  Indians,  who  now  seemed 
easy,  but  still  wayei*ed  in  their  resolutions.  A»  they 
went  on  towards  the  point,  eaptaia  Lewis  pereeiving  how 
enitieal  his  situation  had  beoome,  resolved  to  attempt  m 
fitrninpni  whi^  his  present  diffieulty  seemed  coa^pletely 
to  justify.  Ueeidleetiog  the  notes  he  had  left  at  the  point 
fNTUB,  he  sent  Drewyer  for  them  with  an  Indimi  who  wit- 
nessed his  tskmg  them  from  the  pole^  When  they  were 
btougiit,  ei^tain?  Lewis  told  Cimwahwait  that  on  leaving 
his  beother  ehief  at  the  plaee  where  the  river  issues  from 
the  mountains^  it  was  agreed  that  die  boats  should  not  be 


$7$  Lewi$  uni  Cku*^M  Ea^femm 

lirMght  Irigher  than  Hie  aext  flirlu  we  sIimU  wtmtt  \m 
thftt  if  the  rmpid  water  preireBted  the  bwte  tnm  eoBdag  it 
as  faft  as  they  ezpeeted,  his  brother  eUef  waa  to  s«kl  a  aott . 
to  the  first  forks  above  him  to  let  idm  ks#«r  #here  the  boato 
were;  that^  this  note  had  beea  left  this  monuDf^at  the  lbrhs» 
and  mentioned  that  the  eaiioes  wore  just  bdow  the  i 
teinSf  and  eoming  slowlj  op  in  eoose^ooaoe  of  At  < 
Captain  Lewis  added,  that  he  woaM  8U7  at  the  fttln  fisr 
Us  brother  ehief,  bat  would  send  a  man  down  the  mer» 
and  that  if  Cameahwait  doubted  what  he  said»  one  of  their 
young  men  wonM  go  with  him  whilst  he  and  the  <rtlier  two 
remained  at  the  forks.  This  story  satisfied  die  eUef  aal 
the  greater  part  of  the  Indians,  but  a  few  Ad  not  ooneeal 
their  snspielons,  obsernng  that  we  toM  different  storiosy 
and  eomplfuning  that  the  ehief  exposed  them  to  daager  by  % 
mistaken  eonfidenee.  Captain  Lewis  now  wroto  by  the  Mght 
of  some  willow  brush  a  noto  to  eaptain  Clarke,  whadhho 
gave  to  Drewyer,  with  an  order  to  use  all  possible  expodi* 
tioo  in  aseending  the  river,  and  engaged  an  Indian  to  ao* 
eompany  him  by  a  promise  oT  a  knife  and  some  lieads.  At 
bedtime  the  chief  and  five  others  slept  round  the  fire  of 
ciqitain  Lewis,  and  the  rest  hid  themselves  in  diflbreot  parts 
of  the  willow  brush  to  avoid  the  enemy,  who  they  feared 
would  attack- them  in  the  night*.  Captain  Lewis  endoavoor*' 
ed  to  assume  a  cheerfulness  he  did  not  feel  to  prevent  the 
despondency  of  the  savages:  after  conversing  gayly  with 
diem  he  retired  to  his  musquiloe  bier,  by  the  side  of  wUeh 
the  ehief  now  placed  himself:  he  lay  down,  yet  slept  bat  lit* 
de.  being  in  fact  scarcely  less  uneasy  than  his  Indian  eoi" 
panions.  He  was  apprehensive  that  finding  the  aaeoat  of 
die  river  impracticable,  captain  Clarke  might  have  atsfpud 
below  the  Rattlesnake  bluflT,  and  the  messenger  would  nol 
nteet  him.  The  consequence  of  disappoindng  the  Indians  at 
tills  moment  would  most  probably  be,  that  they  wouhi  rO« 
tire  and  secrete  themselves  in  the  mountaus,  so  as  to  pie* 
Tent  our  having  an  opportunity  of  roeoverii^  thoir 
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^tbfij  w^uld  mho  sprMd  a  psnie  throvgk  til  Ot 
BftigUbonriiq;  IndiMity  uid  out  as  off  from  tho  supply  of 
bonos  so  Qsefbl  and  almost  so  esseatial  (o  our  saeooss:  ho 
was  at  the  same  time  eoasolod  by  romemberiog  that  Us 
kopes  of  assistanoe  rested  oa  better  fouadatioBs  thaa  their 
generosity— their  aTariee*  and  thefr  eariosity.  He  had  pro* 
mised  liberal  exefaanges  for  their  horses;  but  what  was  still 
moreseduetiTe,  he  had  told  them  that  oae  of  their  eouatry* 
women  who  had  been  taken  with  the  Minnetarees  aeeompoi- 
■ted  the  party  below;  and  one  of  the  men  had  spread  tho 
vqiort  of  oar  hayiag  with  as  a  man  perfeetly  black,  whose 
hair  was  sluirt  and  enrled.  This  last  aeeount  had  exeited 
»  great  de(p*ee  of  euriosity»  and  they  seemed  more  desirous 
of  seeing  this  monster  than  of  obtaining  the  mo^  fikTOurabb 
harter  for  their  horses. 

In  the  meantime  we  had  set  out  after  breakfiMt,  and  al- 
^ough  we  proeeeded  with  more  ease  than  we  did  yesterdayt 
tiM  river  was  still  so  rufiA  and  shallow  as  to  oblige  us  to 
drag  the  large  eanoes  daring  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 
For  the  first  seven  miles  the  river  formed  a  bend  to  the 
fi|^t  sp  as  to  make  our  advanee  only  three  miles  in  a  straight 
Uno;  the  stream  is  erooked,  narrow,  small,  and  shallow,  with 
highlands  oeoasionally  on  the  banks,  and  strewed  with 
islands,  four  of  which  are  opposite  to  each  other.  Near  this 
l^ee  we  loft  the  valley,  to  which  we  gave  the  name  of  Ser- 
Tieeberry  valley,  from  the  abundance  of  that  fruit  now  ripe 
which  is  found  in  it.  In  the  course  of  the  four  following 
miles  we  passed  several  more  islands  and  bayous  on  eaeh 
side  of  the  river,  and  reaehed  a  hig^  cliff  on  the  right.  Two 
and  a  half  miles  beyond  this  the  cliffs  approaeh  on  both 
Sides  and  form  a  very  eonsiderable  rapid  near  the  entranoe 
of  a  Indd  running  stream  on  the  left.  The  water  was  now 
eoLcessively  eold,  and  the  rapids  had  been  frequent  and  trou- 
Mesome.  On  ascending  an  eminenee  eaptun  Clarke  saw  the 
Csrk^  of  the  river  and  sent  the  hunters  up«  They  must 
have  loft  it  only  a  short  time  before  captain  Lewis's  arrival. 
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iat  teMMilrij  lu4  M(  MM  the  Mte  wU«h  «MUed  kk»to 
lirfMatke'bdiMttostaywiahbi.  Ftom^Uf«ttkm 
wnianawr  he  eoaU  dbevrar  cdy  thvM  trees  ttooii^  tke 
i^sie  eewtiyt  aor  was  there  dmif(  the  sides  «f  the  dift 
ttNrjrhal  fMsed  hi  tte  eearaeef  thed^r*  aajriiafaaeca- 
•apt  a  Cnr  avail  piaes:  the  Itm  giwaais  wmw  safplied  idtli 
vUlew,  ewnwt  hMhest.  awl  eerTieeheRies.  Alter  ai- 
vMh^  half  a  ntte  fwthw  we  eenie  to  the  lever  peteter 
«i  iskMl  Bear  the  mUMle  efthe  river,  aMlabant  the  eeatn 
«f  the  vallejr:  here  we  baited  £v  the  «l|^t»  •i^J'  '<>v  nBm 
fey  laad*  thABi^  tea  I17  wat^«  belew  the  peiat  vlwre  ei^tai* 
Lvwiilajr.  Altheash  we  had  nade  «ri|y  fiMrtwa  «ile^  thft 
laboareeftheMaahadfiUlsBedaadeihavrted  tkenvi^ 
aaeh:  we  thenfMe  eoll«et«l  mm  «Mdl  willow  bnnk  Ar 
a  flre>  aad  hj  dowa  to  sleep. 
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nefi  Cgnptil  htM  with  tlut  i»ticii«  aiid  fiivoonMe  rentt— TIkb  arti«n» 
iuiTig»ble  point  of  the  Minoari  mentioiied— General  ehaneter  of  the  riTer 
uid  of  the  ooontiy  throofh  which  it  pmne*  "Captain Ckrke  in explorin|^ the 
•oune  of  the  Cdnmbkfilli  in  eempanj  with  another  party  of  Shoahoneet— 
The  geognfUMl  Mbuniitfai  wmfsh^i  ftoin  iMto  of  that  pttj*— Their  tarn* 
j»«r  of  eatehlBff  iah-^The  pai^  MMh  l<e(«^  riiv^The  4tflbiil^ 
detain  Chtfke  hid  to  eneoonter  in  hia  route— Frieadahip  and  hoipitali^  of 
the  Shoahoneea— The  party  with  oaptain  Lewis  emplojed  in  mahing  aaddlc% 
and  preparing  ftir  the  joomej. 

Sftteffbyt  Angfiil  17.  Caws  ask  Ia  wis  mm  ynaty  mtfy^ 
wd4Mpaolia4I>r»w7er  Mdlke&MlHHidnnitlie  rirerin 
fpaett  of  liie  kwlt.  Shitldi  was  ssiit  oi^  at  tlM  same  tiiM 
to  hm^  whik  M^N^al  fmfmnd  a  breakftwt  aat  af  tlM  n- 
jmaintar  of  the  iMaA.  Drewysr  kad  beea  gaaa  abaat  two 
kaaMt  aad  tlie  ladLiaas  ware  all  asiiousty  wtMmg  fn  some 
MWSy  wkan  a«  ladKan  who  had  s4rag|^<^  a  short  dtstaaee 
4awB  Uie  riiFert  relaraad  with  a  report  that  he  had  seen  the 
white  laea*  who  were  oaly  a  short  distaaeebelew»  and  weM 
MshigoB.  Hie  Inliaas  wore  all  tnuiipMrtedwUi  Joy,  aad 
the  diief  ia  the  wannth  oT  hk  satisfaeticNi  vsMwed  hh 
enhrieetoei^taia  iieai^iriMi  was  qaite  aa  VMieh  deli|^bied 
aaUie  ladiaas  theaMehM;  tha  r^art  prored  nostagtaeaUy 
toiie.  On  sattiagoitf  lit  aifwe»eleefc,e^ptala  Clarke  wlA 
ChabQiM^aaaidhis  wife  walhad  «a  shoroi  bat  they  had  aet 
igo^e  Qiefie  diaaaiiriSbibeliweeaftaiR  Ca^^ 


4Niofl^aiid(rtif«etef]raiaik  of  Oaaiasteitaairagaatjsyt 
inf  fowd  Im  airi  iMrintias  to  soferal  ladiaai^  wh^ 
fwr  adiMM^mg  e»  hereshaefc^  saeka^f  her  lepers  sit  tto 
tlMtoJtdiaali  that  thqiwrafof  her  aatifetrihe.  Asths^ 
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ttifiBMd  Mi^afai  Caark«  Atetrcmd  mmong  diem  Dmrjm 
irMtedlfte  aa Iiidiu,  fron irhoB  he  leant  ihe  siCmtiM  if 
the  party.  While  the  bciats  were  performiaS  the  eireait,  he 
weat  tawards  the  ferks  widi  the  ladiaat,  who  as  they  west 
aloog,  sang  aloud  with  the  greatest  appearaaee  of  deKi^t. 
We  sooa  drewaeartotheeamp*  and  jast  as  we  approadied  it 
m  woauui  made  her  way  through  the  eroud  towards  Saeaja- 
wea»  and  reeognising  each  oAer,  they  embraeed  with  the 
most  tender  affeodon.  The  meeting  of  these  two  young  wo- 
men had  in  it  something  peeiiliarly  touehiag»  not.  only  in  the 
ardent  manner  in  whieh  their  feelings  were  espf«ssed,  bnt 
f^m  the  real  interest  of  their  situation.  They  had  been 
oompanions  in  ehiIdhood»  in  the  war  with  the  Minnetarees 
they  had  both  been  taken  prisoners  in  the  same  batde»  they 
had  shared  and  sofkened  the  rigours  -of  their  eaptivity^  till 
oneof  themhadesei^dflpom  the  Minnetarees^  with  searee 
a  hope  of  oTor  teeing  her  fMend  reUerod  tnm  the  hnnds  of 
htf  enomios.  While  Saoi^wea  was  renewing  among  the 
women  the  friendsh^  of  fbrmer  days^  eaptaia  Ciaribe^weal 
out  and  was  reeeiyed  by  eaptaia  Lewis  and  the  ehief;  who 
after  the  irst  endnraees  and  salutations  were  over*  eondnel* 
od  him  to  a  sort  of  dreular  tent  or  diade  of  wiUows. 
Here  he  was  seated  on  a  white  robe;  and  the  ehief  ifflsiedfaile* 
fy  tied  in  Us  hair  sixsmaU  shells  resembling  peiuds,  an  or* 
nmnent  hi|^ly  rained  by  these  people,  who  procured  them  in 
the  eourse  of  trade  flrom  the  seaeoast.  llie  moccasins  of  the 
whole  party  were  then  taken  oft  and  wHw  mu^  eeremoagr 
the  smidung  began.  After  thit  the  eonfiN^nee  was  to  bet^OA- 
ed^  nnd  (^  of  an  opportunity  tf  being  able  to  eooTcrse  mace 
intelligiUyt  Saei^wea  was  seat  fisr;  she  eame  into  the  ten^ 
sat  down,  and  was  beginning  to  interpret,  when  in  the  persci 
•f  Cameahwait  she  reeogirised  her  brother:  die'faMlanIfy 
jnmped  up»  and  ran  and  embraeed -him,  throwing  oror  him 
her  Uanket  and  weeping  profiisely:  the  ddef  was  hhafcolf 
moved,  thonghimt  in  the  same  degree.  After  some  eonWnm* 
tion  between  tlmidbeviiumed  her  eaat»  and  attempt^  t^ilH 
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ietfiret  C»r  os^iblit  her  HewsStufttidn  seetted  toovoppoww  ker^ 
aod  she  -was  freqnendj  isUmpted  hjhtsr  tewrt.  Aftfi^.tte 
•oondl  wftft  fifiiihedi  the  unfortunmle  yewmn  learnt  tluHt  aH 
her  faaaily  were  dead  exeept  two  iMvtherSf  eae  of  whom  was 
abieat^  and  a  schq  of  her  eUest  Bister^  a  small  hoj^  who  waa 
immecfotely  adopted  by  her «  The  eaaoes  arriykig  soon  af  (er^ 
we  temed  a  eamp  in  a  meadow  on  the  left  aide^  a  Httle  be^ 
low  the  forks;  took  out  our  baggage,  and  by  means  of  onr  sails 
and  willow  poles  formed  a  eanopy  for  our  Indian  yisitors. 
About  four  o'eloek  the  ebiefs  aiMl  warriors  were  eoUeetedf 
and  itfter  the  eastomary  eeremony  of  taking  off  the  moeeasinsi. 
a«d  smoking  a  pipe,  we  explained  to  them  in  a  long  harangue: 
the  purposes  of  our  visits  making  themsekiss  one  eonspi- 
enous  oi^jeet  of  the  good  wishes  of  oar  gOTemmeot,  on  whose; 
strength  as  well  as  iU  friendly  dispoiStion  we  expatiated. 
We  told  them  of  their  dependanee  on  the  will  of  our  govern* 
ment  for  ail  futare  supplies  of  whatever  was  neeessaiy  either 
for.  their  eomfort  or  d0fenee$  that  as  we  were  sent  to  dis* 
ooYor  the  best  rooCe  by 'wUcfa  merehandize  eould  be  eoavey'^ 
ed  to  them,  and  no  trgde  would  be  b|^n  before  our  return^ 
it  was  mutually  advantageous  tl^at  .we  shomldproeeed  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible;  that  we  Were  under  the.  neeessity 
of  requesting  them  to  furnish  us  with  horses  to  transport 
our  haggage  aeross  the  mountains,  and  a  guide  to  show  us 
the  route,  but  that  they  diould  be  amply  remunerated  for 
their  horses,  as  well  as  for  every  other  serviee  they  should 
Mnder  us.     In  the  meantune  onr  flrst  vrish  was,  that  they 
abottld  immediately  eolleet  as  many  horses  as  were  neeessa- 
ry.to  transport  our  ba^^age  to  their  village,  where^.at  our 
lelaare  we  would  trade  with  them  for  as  mariy  horses  as  thef 
eoold  spare.  ■  -^ 

The  speeeh  made  a  favourable  impression:  the  ehief  in 
reply  thanked  us  for  our  expressions  of  friendship  towards 
hlanself  and  his  nation,  and  deelal*ed  their  willingness  to  ren- 
der tts  every  serviee.^  He  lamented  that  it  would  be  so  long 
before  theysbonld  be  tiu^ied  with  firearms,  but  that  till 
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Jbf  MjtaB thit  thcpnwiie  n&k  kv9m^hmn  mOtr 
4lMt  to  iMOiport Mt  i^Miiir  kit  list  ho  WOTddM^ 

jNigekbpMpleWoiMediOTiriditlMk^  Thm 
%ili9«dBd«»MVsaiiii!MtiM»we  m#  nifslni  iC  ( 
lOiinrfl  what  tUdh  wtM  Mmig  the  f«rty,  wd  b«i 
««i  tw»  •(  then.  IPe  dwi  dMf ib«tiid  o«9  ptcMste  t» 
CiaMilnNitwd  gwreanedaltf  thit  tnalt  iiM»  with  Am 
ttD0Mt»  cf  pvMidMt  J«ibrsoiw  uA  •»  the  raviflme  » 

rwUhapipewdtMMhsiiiE:  tethhwasadhM 
I  Mttty  t.  ihkt,  a^  pshr  «r  tnittt  l^tgbigii^  a  Mnot 
9f  tohMMyMMlMawtMOlOTCMM.  BMkof  theoth^T^kft 
ii>e<jl¥f4  a  —an  awdlaltitwiAdiighigtiwuifatMaa^of  g>— ■ 
W9i  lfwMagtmk,%Mirtf  htttOwfthM;  le^^rfaiga^  aloiifty 
aad  toBie  tabaeeo.  MMakafttesaaoia  sort  ware  akapM- 
aeittdl  to  twa  joaagwarriori^  wfaa  thaagh  wot  oUefii  wtra 
pramiriiig  yoaths  aad  ^rery  marib  raspaataA  ia  tha  tiiba. 
These  Ihoaorairy  gifit  were  Mlowed  by^^reteats  af  palate 
mooeatins)  awk»  kahret>  heads  aad  hwriHag  ghmgeo^  We 
also  gave  theai  aH  a  ^eatlM  maal  of  ladhMi  eoia,  tf  wMdi 
the  ball  Is  takea  off  by  beteg  boiled  ia  lye;  aad  as  this  was 
the  flat  they  had  arertastedt  they  wove  w*y  mueh  pleased 
withit.  liey had  indeed abuadaBtsooreesofsarpiw IB aU 
they  saw:  the  apfiaaraMe  of  tha  asea,  their  araM»  thahr  ebi- 
tUiig»  the  eanaes^  the  straogeleokrisf  the  aegro,  aa^the  sa- 
gacity ef  oar  dog^  aU  ia  toTB  shaoad  their  adiahnitioi^vliiek* 
waeraisedtoastaaishnient  by  a  shot  firom  tl»  airgaa:  thisepa- 
ration  was  instanti^  eoasidered  as  a  grialawdisifas»  by  whaeh 
tbeyasweUastbaodierladiaasnieaBsoBiethi^  enaaathm; 
direedy  from  the  Great  S^rit,  or  produeed  by  his  ia^siUa 
aad  iaoomprehmriUe  ageaey.  Hie  diipby  of  all  these  rieh- 
es  had  been  iatenaixed  with  ia^afries  iato  the  gei^rra^uaal 
sitaatiea  of  dieir  ooootry;  for  we  had  learat  by  expecteaae^ 
that  to  keep  the  savages  ia  good  temper  their  atleatiam 
shoaid  not  be  wearied  with  too  maeh  basiaass;  bat  that  the 
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serious  aflhurs  should  be  enlirened  by  a  mixiare  of  wliat  it 
Hew  and  entertainiDg.  Our  hunters  brought  in  Tery  sea* 
sonably  four  deer  and  an  antelope^  the  last  of  whieh  we  gaT« 
to  tho  Indians,  who  in  a  very  short  time  deroured  it  After 
the  eounoil  was  over,  we  eonsuhed  as  to  our  future  opera* 
tfons.  The  game  does  not  promise  to  last  here  for  a  number 
of  days^  and  this  cireumslanee  combined  with  many  others 
to  induce  our  g<Nng  on  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  Indian  iA-*^ 
formation  as  to  the  state  of  the  Colombia  is  of  a  yery  alarm* 
ing  kind,  and  our  first  object  is  of  course  to  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  descending  it,  of  which  the  Indians  dis- 
courage our  expectations.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  eap* 
tain  Clarke  should  set  off  in  the  morning  with  eleyen  men, 
fnrnishedf  besides  their  arms,  with  tools  for  making  eanoesj 
that  he  should  take  ChaboneaU  and  his  wife  to  the  camp  of 
the  Shoshonees,  where  he  was  to  leave  tham^  in  order  to  has- 
ten the  collection  of  horses;  that  he  was  then  to  lead  his 
men  down  to  the  Columbia,  and  if  he  found  it  navigable,  and 
the  timber  in  sufficient  quantity,  begin  to  bdild  canoes.  As 
soon  as  he  had  decided  as  to  the  propriety  of  proceeding  down 
the  Columbia  or  across  the  mountains,  he  was  to  send  back 
one  of  the  men  with  information  of  it  to  captain  Lewis,  who 
by  that  time  would  have  brought  up  the  whole  party^  and  the 
rest  of  the  ba^age  as  far  as  the  8hoshonee  village. 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  this  evening  for 
such  an  arrangement.  The  sun  is  excessively  hot  in  the 
day  time,  but  the  nights  very  eold>  and  rendered  still  more 
unpleasant  from  the  want  of  any  fuel  except  wlUow  brush. 
The  appearances  too  of  game,  for  many  days'  subsistence^ 
are  not  very  favourable. 

Sunday  18.  In  order  to  relieve  the  men  of  captaiti 
Clarke's  party  from  the  heavy  weight  of  their  arms,  pro- 
visions and  tools,  we  exposed  a  few  articles  to  barter  for 
horses,  and  soon  obtained  three  very  good  ones,  in  exohange 
for  which  we  gave  a  uniform  coat,  a  pair  of  leggings,  a 
few  handkerchiefs^  three  knifes  and  some  other  small  ar- 
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iiekSf  the  whole  of  which  ^id  not  in  the  United  States  eefti 
more  than  twenty  dollars:  a  fourth  was^  purchased  by  the 
Bien  for  an  old  eheekered  shirt,  a  pair  of  old  leggings  and  a 
knife.  The  Indians  seemed  to  be  quite  as  weU  i^eased  as 
ourselves  at  the  bargains  they  had  made.  We  now  found 
that  the  two  inferior  chiefs  were  somewhat  diqdeased  at 
not  having  received  a  present  equal  to  that  given  to  the 
great  ehief^  who  appeared  in  a  dress  so  mueh  Uner  than 
their  own.  To  allay  their  diseontent,  we  bestowed  on  them 
two  old  coats,  and  promised  them  that  if  they  were  aetive 
in  assisting  us  across  the  mountains  they  should  have  aa 
additional  present.  This  treatment  completely  reconciled 
them,  and  the  whole  Indian  party«  except  two  men  and 
two  women,  set  out  in  perfect  good  humour  to  return  home 
with  captain  Clarke.  After  going  fifteen  miles  through  a 
wide  level  valley  with  no  wood  but  willows  and  shrubs,  he 
encamped  in  the  Shoshonee  cove  near  a  narrow  pass  where 
the  highlands  approach  within,  two  hundred  yards  of  each 
.  other,  and  the  river  is  only  ten  yards  wide.  The  Indians 
went  on  further,  except  the  three  chiefs  and  two  young 
men,  who  assisted  in  eating  two  deer  brought  in  by  the  hun- 
ters. After  their  departure  every  thing  was  prepared  tw 
the  transportation  of  the  baj^age,  which  was  now  exposed 
to  the  air  and  dried.  Our  game  was  one  deer  and  a  beaver, 
and  we  saw  an  abundance  of  trout  in  the  river  for  which  we 
fixed  a  net  in  the  evening. 

We  have  now  reached  the  extreme  navigable  point  of 
the  Missouri,  which  our. observation  places  in  latitude  43*^ 
30'  43"  north.  It  is  difficult  to  comprise  in  any  general  de- 
scription the  characteristics  of  a  river  so  extensive,  and  fied 
by  so  many  strealas  which  have  their  sources  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  soils  and  climates.  But  the  Mbsouri  is  still  suffl- 
ciently  powerful  to  give  to  all  its  waters  something  of  a 
common  character,  which  is  of  course  decided  by  thenatore 
of  the  country  through  which  it  passes.  The  bed  of  the 
river  is  chiefly  composed  of  a  blue  mud  from  which  the  wa- 
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ter  itself  derWes  a  de^p  tinge.  From  its  junetion  here  to 
the  place  near  which  it  leaves  the  monntainsy  its  conrse  it 
embarrassed  by  rapids  and  rocks  which  the  hills  on  each 
side  haye  thrown  into  its  ehannel.  From  that  place,  its  cur- 
rent, with  the  exception  of  the  falls,  is  not  difficult  of  navi- 
^tion,  nor  is  there  mnch  yariation  in  its  appearance  till  the 
month  of  the  Platte.  That  powerful  riyer  throws  out  yast 
quantities  of  coarse  sand  which  contribute  to  giye  a  new 
fitce  to  the  Missouri,  which  is  now  mnch  more  impeded  by 
islands.  The  sand,  as  it  is  drifted  down,  adheres  in  time 
to  some  of  the  projecting  points  from  the  shore,  and  forms 
a  barrier  to  the  mud,  which  at  length  fills  to  the  same 
height  with  the  sandbar  itself:  as  soon  as  it  has  acquired  a 
consistency,  the  willow  grows  there  the  first  year,  and  by 
its  roots  assists  the  solidity  of  the  whole:  as  the  mud  and 
sand  accumulate  the  cottonwood  tree  next  appears;  till 
the  gradual  excretion  of  soils  raises  the  surface  of  the 
point  aboye  the  highest  freshets.  Thus  stopped  in  its 
eourse  the  water  seeks  ii  passage  elsewhere,  and  as  the  soil 
on  each  side  is  light  and  yielding,  what  was  only  a  penin- 
sula, becomes  gradually  an  island,  and  the  riyer  indemni- 
fies itself  for  the  usurpation  by  encroaching  on  the  adja- 
cent shore.  In  this  way  the  Missouri  like  the  Mississippi 
is  constantly  cutting  off  the  projections  of  the  shore,  and 
leaving  its  ancient  channel,  which  is  then  marked  by  the 
mud  it  has  deposited  and  a  few  stagnant  ponds. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  country  as  it  presents  it- 
self on  ascending  may  be  thus  described:  From  its  mouth  to 
the  two  Charletons,  a  ridge  of  highlands  borders  the  river 
at  a  small  distance,  leaving  between  them  fine  rich  meadows. 
From  the  mouth  of  the  two  Charletons  the  hiHs  recede 
from  the  river,  giving  greater  extent  to  the  low  grounds,  but 
they  again  approach  the  river  for  a  short  distance  near 
Grand  river,  and  again  at  Snake  creek.  From  that  point 
they  retire,  nor  do  they  come  again  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  river  till  above  the  Sauk  prairie,  where  they  are  com- 
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pwatiTely  low  and  nnalL  Tbenee  they  diverge  %mA 
pear  at  tbe  Charatoa  Searty,  after  wfaieh  they  areseareeljf 
if  al  all  dkeemiMe,  till  they  advaoee  to  the  Miasoui  near* 
ly  opposite  to  the  Kaaitaw. 

The  same  ridge  of  hiUt  extends  on  the  south  side^  in  al* 
■lost  one  unbroken  ohaiut  from  tbe  mouth  of  the  Miseonri 
to  the  Kansas,  though  deereamg  in  height  beyond  tba 
Osage.  As  tjiey  are  nearer  the  rirer  than  the  hills  on  ibm 
opposite  sides,  the  intermediate  low  grounds  are  of  eourse 
narrower,  but  the  general  eharaeter  of  the  s<h1  is  eommoa 
to  both  sides. 

In  the  meadows  and  along  the  shore,  the  tree  most  eora* 
mon  is  the  eottonwood,  which  with  the  willoW  forms  almost 
the  exolasiTc  growth  of  the  Missouri.  The  hills  or  rather 
high  grounds,  for  they  do  not  rise  hi^er  than  from  one 
hundred  and  ftfty  t6  two  hundred  feet,  are  eomposed  of  a 
good  rich  blaok  soil,  whieh  is  perfectly  susceptiUe  of  enl- 
tiTUtion,  though  it  becomes  richer  on  the  hills  beyond  the 
Platte,  and  are  in  general  thinly  covered  With  timber.  Be- 
yond  these  hills  the  country  extends  into  high  open  plams, 
which  are  on  both  sides  sufficiently  fertile,  but  the  south 
has  the  advantage  of  better  streams  of  water,  and  may 
therefore  be  considered  as  preferable  for  settlements.  Hie 
lands,  howerer,  become  much  better  and  the  timber  more 
abundant  between  the  Osage  and  the  Kansas.  From  the 
Kansas  to  the  Nadawa  the  hills  oontinne  at  nearly  an  eqaal 
distance,  varying  from  four  lo  eight  miles  firom  eaeh  other, 
except  that  from  the  little  Platte  to  nearly  opposite  the  as^ 
eient  Kansas  village,  the  hills  are  more  remote,  and  the 
meadowtt  of  course  wider  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
From  the  Nadawa  the  northern  hills  disi^pear,  except  at 
occasional  intervals,  where  they  are  seen  at  a  distanee,  tM 
they  return  about  twenty-seven  miles  above  the  Platte  near 
the  ancient  village  of  the  Ayoways.  On  the  south  the  hills 
condime  dose  to  the  river  from  the  ancient  village  of  tbe 
Kansas  up  to  Connefl  \Auff,  Mij  miles  beyond  the  Platte; 
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Iteniaf  highprwrielaodB.  OnbotksidMtlieludtiregiHkt 
Ittdperb^it  ibis  dMitetiee  fromlh^  Omgd  to  the  Pl^tto  maj 
be  reeomnenied  imi  Miosg'tke  best  ditlrieto  on  Uie  Mksoori 
Sir  the  purposes  of  settlers. 

From  the  Jkjeway  TiUiige  the  aortheni  bills  ngm  retire 
ftom  the  rifw,  to  whieh  Ih^pdo  not  return  till  three  h«Ur 
dredaod  tireBtjy^  iiiile«  fJ>oire»  at  Floyd's  rirer.  The  bills 
en  the  aoulb  else  leave  the  rirer  at  Coooeil  (duffs^  and  reap- 
pear at  the  Mahar  yillaget  two  handred  milet  ap  the  Mii- 
foari.  The  eonatry  thus  abandoned  by  the  hills  is  more 
open  and  the  timber  in  smaller  qoantities  than  below  the 
PlattOf  so  that  although  the  plain  is  rieh  and  coTered  with 
lugh  grass^  the  want  of  wood  renders  it  less  ealeulated  for 
cultivation  than  below  that  riYer. 

The  northern  hills  after  remaining  near  the  Missouri  for 
aftw.milesat  Floyd's  riTer,  reeede  from  it  at  the  Sioux 
rirer*  the  eourse  of  whieh  they  follow;  and  though  they 
again  Tisit  the  Missouri  at  Whitestone  river^  where  they 
are  lowt  yet  they  do  not  return  to  it  till  beyond  James  river. 
The  bigblands  on  the  south,  after  eontipuing  near  the  river 
lit  the  Mahar  Tillages,  again  disaj^ear,  and  do  not  approach 
it  till  the  Cobalt  bluffs,  about  forty-four  miles  from  the  yil- 
lages,  and  then  from  those  bluffs  to  the  Yellowstone  rirery 
a  distaace  of  about  one  thousand  miles,  they  follow  the 
banks  of  the  river  with  seareely  any  deviation. 

.  From  the  James  river,  the  lower  grounds  are  confined 
within  a  narrow  space  by  the  hills  on  both  sides,  which  now 
continue  near  each  other  up  to  the  mountains.  The  space 
between  them  however  varies  from  one  to  three  miles  as 
bigh  as  the  Muscleshell  river,  from  which  the  hills  ^proach 
so  high  as  to  leave  scarcely  aiqr  low  grounds  on  the  riveTf 
and  near  the  falls  reach  the  water's  edge. ,  Beyond  the  fklls 
the  hills  are  scattered  and  low  to  the  first  range  of  moun- 
tains* 

The  soil  during  the  whole  length  of  the  Missouri  below 
the  natteis  generally. speaking  very  fine,  andalthougli  the 
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tioiber  if  tearce,  there  ii  still  nifieieiit  fer  the  ]raff|iotet  ef 
letdart.  Bat  beyond  that  riTer,  althoiigh  the  toil  Is  still 
rieh,  yet  the  alinest  tetmlabseaee  of  timbery  ud  partkalir- 
I7  the  want  of  good  water^  of  whieh  there  is  but  a  samD 
qnaDtity  in  the  ereeks,  and  even  that  braekish,  oppose  pow- 
orfnl  obstacles  to  its  settlemeML  ThedifieoUybeeomesstill 
greater  between  the  Moseleshell  river  and  the  falls^  where 
besides  the  greater  seardty  of  timber,  the  eonntry  itself 
is  less  fertile. 

The  eleTation  of  these  highlands  Taries  as  they  pass 
through  this  extensiTe  traet  of  eoantry.  From  Wood  rirer 
they  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  water, 
and  eontiinne  at  that  height  till  they  rise  near  the  Osage^ 
ftt>m  whieh  plaee  to  the  aneient  fortiflei^tion  Aey  again  di- 
minish in  size*  Thence  they  continue  higher  till  the  Man^ 
dan  village,  after  which  they  are  rather  lower  till  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Musoleshell  river,  where  they  are  met  by  the 
Northern  hills,  which  have  advuioed  at  a  more  uniform 
height,  varying  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundr^ 
or  three  hundred  feet.  From  this  place  to  the  mountains 
the  height  of  both  is  nearly  the  same,  from  three  hundred 
to  five  hundred  feet,  and  the  low  grounds  so  narrow  that  the 
traveller  seems  passiikg  through  a  range  of  high  country. 
From  Maria's  river  to  the  falls,  the  hills  descend  to  the 
hc%ht  of  about  two  or  three  hundred  feet. 

Monday  19.  The  morning  was  cold,  and  the  grass  per- 
fectly wliitened  by  the  frost.  We  were  engaged  in  prepa- 
ring paclLS  and  saddles  to  load  the  horses  as  soon  as  they 
should  arrive.  A  beaver  was  caught  in  a  trap,  but  we  w^t« 
disappmnted  in  frying  to  catch  trout  in  our  net;  we  there- 
fore made  a  seine  of  willow  brush,  and  by  hauling  it  procu- 
red a  number  of  fine  trout,  and  a  species  of  mullet  which 
we  had  not  seen  before:  it  is  about  sixteen  inches  long,  the 
scales  smaU;  the  nose  long,  obtusely  pointed,  and  exceediiig 
the  ionder  jaw;  the  mouth  opens  with  folds  at  the  sides;  it 
has  no  teeth,  and  the  tongue  uid  palate  is  smooth.    The 
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•ebmr  of  its  baek  and  sidea  is  a  bluish  brown,  whilo  the 
belly  is  white:  it  has  the  faggot  bones,  whence  weooneluded 
it  to  be  of  tlte  mullet  speeies.  It  is  by  no  means  lo  well  fla- 
Toured  a  fish  as  the  trout,  whieh  are  the  same  as  those  we 
first  saw  at  the  Tails,  larger  than  the  speekled  trout  of  the 
mountains,  in  the  Allantio  states,  and  equally  well  flaTour* 
ed«    In  the  eyening  the  hunters  returned  with  two  deer. 

Captain  Clarke,  in  the  meantime,  proceeded  through  a 
wide  level  valley,  in  whieh  the  chief  pointed  out  a  spot  where 
many  of  his  tribe  were  killed  in  battle  a  year  ago.  The  In- 
dians aecompanied  him  during  the  day,  and  as  they  had  nor- 
thing to  eat,  he  was  obliged  to  feed  them  from  his  own  stores^ 
the  hunters  Qot  being  able  to  kill  any  thing.  Just  as  he  was 
entering  the  mountains,  he  met  an  Indian  with  two  mules  and 
a  Spanish  saddle,  who  was  so  polite  as  to  ofler  one  of  them 
to  him  to  ride  over  the  hills.  Being  on  foot,  eaptain  Clarke 
aeeepted  his  offer  and  gave  him  a  waisteoat  as  a  reward  for 
his  oivility.  He  encamped  for  the  night  on  a  small  stream^ 
and  the  next  morning, 

Tuesday,  August  20,  he  set  out  at  six  o'clock*  In  pas- 
sing through  a  continuation  of  the  Mlly  broken  country,  he 
met  several  parties  of  Indians.  On  coming  near  the  camp, 
which  had  been  removed  since  we  left  them  two  miles  high- 
er up  the  river^  Cameahwait  requested  that  the  party  should 
halt.  This  was  complied  with:  a  number  of  Indians  came  out 
from  the  camp,  and  with  great  ceremony  several  pipes  were 
smoked.  This  being  over  captain  Clarke  was  conducted  to 
a  large  leathern  lodge  prepared  for  his  party  in  the  middle 
ef  the  encampment,  the  Indians  having  c^y  shelters  of  wil- 
low bushes.  A  few  dried  berries,  and  one  salmon,  the  only 
food  the  whole  village  could  contribute,  were  then  present- 
ed to  him;  after  which  he  ^oceeded  to  repeat  in  council, 
what  had  been  already  told  them,  the  purposes  of  his  visit; 
urged  them  to  take  their  horses  over  and  assist  in  transpor- 
ting our  baggage,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  obtain  a  guide  to 
examine  the  river.    Thi^  was  explained  and  enforced  to  the 
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lAde Tillage I7 Ckimemliwttt^  ud  an  old  man  wftspoteM Mrt 
ifko  wat  said  to  kaow  Biore  of  tbeir  geography  to  the  north 
than  any  other  person^  and  whooi  eaptahi  Clarke  engaged  to 
•eeompany  him.  After  expbininghia  Tiewi  Ihi  fistribttted  a 
fcw  preten  toy  the  eooaeil  was  ended,  aod  nearly  half  the  TiUaga 
ast  oat  to  hunt  the  antriopOf  but  returned  withant  raeeesi* 
detain  Clarke  in  the  meaatMne  made  purtienlar  in* 
foiries  as  to  the  ritaation  of  the  eoontry,  and  the  potdblUtj 
of  toon  reaehing  a  naT%able  water.  The  ehief  began  by  . 
^bawing  on  the  gronnd  a  delineatioa  of  the  rivers,  firom 
whieh  it  appeared  that  his  information  was  Tery  limited. 
Ilie  river  on  whieh  the  eamp  is  he  divided  into  two  branel^ 
OS  Just  above  as,  wliieh,  as  he  indicated  by  the  <qmung  of 
the  mountains,  were  in  view:  he  next  made  it  disehai^  it* 
self  into  a  larger  river  ten  miles  below,  coming  from  tha 
southwest:  the  joint  stream  continued  one  day's  march  ta 
the  northwest,  and  then  inclined  to  the  westward  for  two 
day's  march  fkrthcr.  At  that  place  he  placed  several  heapa 
of  sand  on  each  side,  whi^b,  as  he  explained  them,  rejMre- 
sented  vast  mountains  of  rock  always  covered  with  snow,  in 
passing  through  which  the  river  was  so  completely  hemmed 
in  by  the  high  rocks,  that  there  waf  no  possibility  of  travellmg 
along  the  shore;  that  the  bod  of  the  river  was  obstructed 
by  sharp-pointed  rocks,  and  such  its  ra^dity,  that  as  far  an 
the  eye  could  reach  it  presented  a  perfect  column  of  foaas. 
The  mountains  he  said  were  equally  inaccessible,  as  neithnr 
man  nor  horse  could  cross  them;  that  such  being  the  stala 
of  the  country  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  nation  had  ever  at- 
tempted to  go  beyond  the  mountains.  Cameahwait  said  alao 
that  he  had  been  informed  by  the  Chopunnish,  or  ]^erced- 
nose  Indians,  who  reside  on  this  river  west  of  the  moun- 
tains, that  it  ran  a  great  way  towards  the  setting  son,  nod 
at  length  lost  itself  in  a  great  lake  of  water  which  was  lA* 
tasted,  and  where  the  white  men  lived.  An  Indian  beiBt|g<- 
ing  to  a  band  of  Shoshonees  who  live  to  the  soudiwest,  attd. 
who  happened  to  be  at  camp,  was  then  brought  in^  and  m- 
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^uirieB  made  of  him  as  to  the  situation  of  the  eoiuitry  in 
that  direetioD:  this  be  described  in  terms  searoely  less  terri- 
ble than  those  in  which  Cameahwait  had  represented  tho 
west*    He  said  that  his  relations  lived  at  the  distance  of 
twenty  days^  march  firom  this  place^  on  a  course  a  little  to 
the  west  of  south  and  not,  far  froni  the  whites^  with  whom 
they  traded  for  horses^  moIeii»  cloth,  metal,  beads,  and  the 
sh^ells  here  worn  as  ornaments,  and  which  are  those  of  a 
qpecies  of  ^earl  oyster.    In  order  to  reach  his  country  we 
shoidd  be  obliged  during  the  first  seyen  days  to  eliosb  over 
steep,  rocky  mountains  where  there  was  no  game,  and  we 
should  find  nothing  but  roots  for  subsistence.  Etcfn  for  these 
bowever  we  should  be  obliged  td  eoutend  wiMi  a  fierce  war* 
likapeo^e,  whom  he  called  the  Broken-moccasin,  or  moe- 
easin  with  holes,  who  liyed  like  bears  in'  holes,  and  fod  on 
roots  and  the  flesh  of  sueii  horses  as  Ihey  could  steal  or 
pliknder  firom  those  who  passed  through  the  mountains.   So 
rou^  indeed  was  the  passage,  that  the  feet  of  the  horses 
would  be  wounded  in  such  a  manner  tliat  many  of  them  would 
be  unable  to  proceed.  ^  The  next  part  of  the  route  was  for 
ten  days  through  a  dry  parched  desert  of  sand,  inhabited  by 
no  anunal  which  would  supply  us  with  subsistence,  aiid  a9 
the  sun  had  now  scorched  up  the  grkss  and  dried  up  the 
smaU  pools  of  water  which  are  sometimes  scattcfred  through 
tlus  desert  in  the  spring,  both  ourselves  and  our  horses 
would  perish  for  want  of  food  and  water.  'About  the  middle 
•f  this  plain  a  large  river  passes  from  southeast  to  north- 
west, which,  though  navigable,  afforded  neither  timber  nor 
salmon.    Tbiree  or  four  days'  march  beyond  this  plain  his 
relations  lived,  in  a  country  tolerably  fertile  and  partially 
e^vsered  with  timber,  on  another  lai^  river  running  in  the 
same  dhrection  as  the  former^  that  this  last  discharges  itself 
into  a  third  large  river,  ou  which  resided. many  num^ouS' 
aatioBS,  with  whom  his  owe  were  at  war,  but  whether  thia 
iMt  en^tied  itsdf  into  the  ^-eat  or  stinking  lake,  as  they 

^fdled  the  oeean^  he  did  not  know;  that  from  his  country  to 
TOI.  I.  8  b 
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the  stinkiiig  lake  was  a  f^reat  diBtaneef  and  that  the  roate  ta 
il^  taken  by  Bueh  of  his  relatiens  as  had  visited  ity  was  ap 
the  river  on  whieh  they  Uved»  and  over  to  that  on  whieh 
the  white  peo^e  livedt  and  whieh  they  knew  diseharged  it- 
self into  the  oeean.   This  route  he  advised  ns  to  take^  bat 
added,  that  we  had  better  defer  the  journey  till  springs  when 
he  would  himself  eonduet  us.    This  aeeount  pwsaaded  us 
thai  the  streams  of  whieh  he  spoke  were  southern  hruelies 
of  the  Columbia,  heading  with  the  Bio  des  Apostolos,  and 
Bio  Colorado)  and  that  the  route  whieh  he  mentioned  was 
to  the  gulf  of  Califomia:  eaptain  Clarke  therefore  told  him 
timt  this  rMid  was  too  moeh  towards  the  south  for  our  pur- 
pose, and  then  requested  to  know  if  there  was  no  route  on  the 
left  of  the  river  where  we  now  ace,  by  whieh  we  nig^  in- 
tereept  it  Below  the  mountains;  but  he  Imewof  none  exeept 
that  through  the  barreil  plains,  whieh  he  said  jdrnd  the 
mountains  on  that  side,  and  through  whieh  it  was  impossihie 
to  pass  at  this  season,  even  if  we  were  fortunate  enou^  to 
esei^  the  Broken-moeeasin  Indians.    Captain  Clarke  le- 
eompensed  the  Indian  by  a  present.of  a  knife,  with  wimh 
he  seemed  mueh  gratiied,  and  now  inquired  of  Cameahwait 
by  what  route  the  Piereed-nose  Indians,  who  he  said  lived 
west  of  the  mountains,  crossed  over  to  the  Missouri:  this  bo 
said  was  towards  the  noktb,  but  that  the  road  was  a  rerj 
bad  one;  that  during  the  passage  he  had  been  told  they  suf- 
fered exeessively  from  liunger,  being  obliged  to  svdisist  te 
many  days  on  berries  alone,  there  being  no  gasM  in  that 
part  of  the  mountains,  whieh  were  broken  and  roefc;^  and 
so  thieldy  covered  with  timber  that  they  eoald  sesroely  pasa» 
Surrounded  by  difficulties  as  all  the  other  routes  aro»  Hum 
seems  to  be  the  most  praetieable  of  all  Uie  passages  by  lantl^ 
sinee,  if  the  Indians  ean  pass  the  mountains  with  their  w»- 
men  and  children,  no  dMIeultfes  which  they  could  enooaaler 
eould  be  formidable  to  us;  and  if  the  Indiana  below  tke 
mountains  are  so  numerous  as  they  are  represented  ia  be» 
Ihey  must  have  sosie  means  of  sabsistenee  equally  wtthitt 
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Mr  power.  They  tdU  us  indeed  that  the  mtioiis  to  the  west- 
ward  siibtiBt  prineipally  on  fish  and  roots^  and  that  their 
only  game  were  a  few  elk»  deer,  and  antelope^  there  being 
BO  boAloe  west  of  the  monntain.  The  first  inquiry  how* 
oyer  was  to  aseertain  the  truth  of  their  information  relatiro 
to  the  diffieulty  of  deseending  the  rirer:  for  this  purpose 
oaptain  Clarke  set  out  at  three  o'eloek  in  the  aftemooUf  ae« 
aompanied  by  the.  guide  and  all  his  men^  exeept  one  whom 
he  left  with  orders  to  purchase  a  horse  and  join  him  as  soon 
as  possible.  At  the  distance  of  four  miles  he  crossed  the 
rirery  and  eight  miles  from  the  camp  halted  for  the  night 
at  a  small  stream.  The  road  which  he  foUowed  was  a  beatai 
path  through  a  wide  rich  meadow,  in  which  were  several 
<dd  lodges.  On  the  route  he  met  a  number  of  men^  women, 
and  chiMren,  as  weU  as  horses,  and  one  of  the  men  who  iq^ 
peared  to  possest  some  consideration  turm^  back  with  him, 
and  Obserrii^  a  woman  with  three  salmon  obtained  them 
firom  her,  and  presented  them  to  the  party.  Captaia  Clarke 
shot  a  mountain  eoek  or  eoek  of  the  plains,  a  dark  brown  bird 
larger  than  the  dunghill  fowl,  with  a:^^||rand  pointed  tail, 
and  a  fleshy  protuberance  about  the  base^:tl^e  upper  chop, 
something  like  that  of  (he  turkey,  though  widitat,  the  snout, 
mthemommg,  .".     -  .^ 

Wednesday  31,  he  resumed  his  mareh  early,  wt  at  the 
distance  of  fire  miles  reached  an  Indian  lodge  of  If^sh,  in- 
habited by  seven  families  of  Shoriionees.  They  behatcd 
With  great  civility,  gave  the  whole  parly  as  much  boiled 
salmon  as  they  could  eat^  and  added  as  a  present  several  dried 
salmon  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  chokecherries.  Af- 
ter fflsoking  with  them  all  he  visited  the  fish  weir,  which 
was  about  two  hundred  yards  distant;  the  river  was  here  di- 
vided by  three  small  islands,  which  occasioned  the  wafer  to 
pass  along  four  channels.  Of  these  three  were  narrow,  and 
stopped  by  means  of  trees  which  were  stretched  across,  and 
supported  1^  wittow  stakes,  sufficiently  near  each  other  to 
prevent  the  passa^  of  the  fish.  About  the  centre  of  each  was 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


pteedafaMtolfWBMd  or^illowt,  «f|jiteeii  o»  Umrtgr  tot 
ta  iMglk,  of  »  cyliBclritDml  fbrm,  Md  lenniiiathig  la  m  oairii 
ihape  at  its  kmer  •xtranity;  thiB  wm  sitmted  ndlh  to 
iBMtii  upwards,  oppasite  to  M  spertsve  in  ttoirwr.    The 
mmm  ohaamel  vf  the  water  was  Hken  eoii4«eted  t#  tkie  weir, 
a»d  as  the4ih  enteted  k  they  were  le  enuagM  wkfa  eaA 
other  that  ttoy  eoold  net  nore^  and  were  Hdsen  ovt  hy  «a^ 
lyiagtbesmaUeodofthe  wHlowtiasket.    Thew^la«M 
Mda  ehaimel  was  fbrmed  in  a  ntaaner  somewhat  Aftrenl) 
there  were  In  faet  twodhtinet  wehrs  ftrmed  of  poleeeal 
willow  stieks  qnite  aeross  the  river,  approaehiag  eaeh  other 
ol^uely  with  an  apertare  in  eaeh^de  near  the  nn^.  IWi 
is  made  by  tying  a  nnmber  of  poles  together  at  the  fopi  ia 
pareels  of  three,  wfaieh  were  then  set  op  ina  triangoinr  torn 
at  the  base,  two  of  the  poles  being  in  the  range  desired  to 
the  weir,  and  the  third  down  the  stream.    To  these  pries 
two  ranges  of  other  pries  are  next  lashed  herixontaUy,  with 
Willow  bark  and  wythes,  and  wiUow  stieks  Jolaed  ia  with 
these  erosswise,  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  wiekef^work  torn 
the  bottom  of  the  river  to  the  heigfat  of  three  or  liMar  tot 
above  the  snrfhee  of  the  water.    Tim  is  so  think  as  to  pv^ 
▼mt  the  tsh  from  passing,  aad  even  in  seam  ports  with  Oe 
help  o^a  little  gravri  and  some  stone  enables  them.to  gbro 
any  diree^oawhieh  they  wfahu  the  water.  These  two  weirs 
being  plaeed  near  to  eaeh  other,  one  ibr  the  pm^sa  of  oatik- 
ing  tbe  fish  as  they  ascend^  the  other  as  they  go  down  tte 
river*  is  provided  with  two.baskets  made  in  ihefbimafaraa^ 
deseribed,  and  whieh  are  plaeed  attheapcflrtores  of  (to  weir. 
After  examining  these  eurions  olij^eets,  he  tetujBnedto  tto 
lodges,  and  f  oon  passed  the  river  to  theleftrwhoa  an  iadtoi 
brought  him  a  tomahawk  which  he  snid  he  had  tomd  iatto 
grass,  near  the  lodge  where  eaptain  Lewis  had  staid  eat  his 
first  visit  to  the  village.    This  was  a  tomahawk  whaeh  tod 
been  miesed  at  the  time,  and  supposed  to  be  stolm;  it 
towever  the  only  artielewhirii  had  beea  tot  ia  oar  J 
ooarso  with  tto  nation,  and  at  evea  that  vras 
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isltoeiie^ifthicUj  bominMeto  the  M^^n^oftho 
fliiMeeB.     Om  kmTing  tlie  Mgicw  eaiitiiB  CiiMPke  e^ 
A«  toft  sifc  rftiM  rivwt  attdNkqNileliA4ftf«  nea  te  «k0  ^^^ 
of  U,  in  smrdi  of  tibe  omD  kft  Whiad  yMterd^r^  idio  pra- 
omred^a  hone  and  {Nmed  by  notlMr  imAm  ttv^r  loMmtt  to 
dbe  fbrksw    At  the  dntenoo  of  ftweees  milot  tkej  killed  « 
T^7  kn^  9abM»t  two  and  a  half  ftet  loag,  hi  a  eveek  rix 
vriles  hehm  the  forks;  and  after  tra¥ellhig  aboat  twenty 
milee  throogh  the  valley,  followhqf  the  eonrse  of  the  rifer^ 
whieh  runs  nei^j  northwest,  hahed  in  a  small  meadow  on 
Ae  right  side,  aiider  a  diff  of  roeks.    Here  they  were  joia* 
ed  hy  the  Are  men  wh^  had  gone  in  quest  of  Cnisalte.  lliey 
had  been  to  the  forks  of  the  rirer,  where  the  natives  resort 
in  great  numbers  for  the  |mrpose  of  gigging  ish,  ef  whidi 
^ey  made  oar  men  a  present  of  five  fresh  salmon.  In  addi* 
tlon  to  iMs  foodt  one  deer  was  kiRed  to-day.    The  western 
braneh  of  this  river  is  mueh  larg^  than  the  eastern,  and  af* 
ter  we  passed  the  janotlon  we  fbiutd  the  river  about  one  hun- 
ted yards  in  width,  i^apid  and  shoaly*  but  eontaining  only  a 
small  quantity  of  timber.    As  captain  Lewis  was  the  first 
white  man  Who  visited  its  waters,  captain  Clarke  gave  it  the 
name  of  Lewis's  river.  The  low  grounds  through  which  he 
iKid  passed  to-day  were  rich  and  wide,  but  at  his  eainp  this 
«fve$tng  the  hills  beg^  to  assume  a  formidable  aspect.  The 
cliff  under  whieh  he  lay  is  of  a  reddish  brown  colour » the  rocks 
which  havefallen  from  it  area  dark  brown  flintstone.  Near  the 
place  are  gullies  of  white  sandstone,  and  quantities  of  a  fine 
sand,  of  a  snowy  whiteness:  the  mountains  on  each  side  aM 
high  and  rugged,  with  some  pine  trees  scattered  overthem. 
niarsday  %%*  He  soon  began  to  peredve  that  the  Indian 
accounts  had  not  exaggerated:  at  the  distance  of  a  inile  he 
passdift  smaV  creek,  and  the  points  of  fbur  mountains,  which 
-were  rocky,  and  so  high  that  it  seemed  almost  impossible  to 
^ross  them  with  horses.    The  road  lay  over  the  sharp  frag- 
SMnts  of  rocks  whieh  had  fallen  from  the  mountains,  and 
"were  strewed  in  heaps  for  miles  together,  yet  Uie  horses  al- 
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tegedier  oBiliod,  trnvellcd  mtms  theiB  as  flwt  tm  ike 
mad  wttkoiit  deUimai;  them  a  inoiiiMit.  Tbey  passed  twt 
koU-numinip  streams,  and  reaehed  the  entranee  of  a  smaH 
riTer»wliMre  a  few  IndSaafiunSttes  resided.  They  had  net  beea 
prenonslyaeqmiBted  with  tiie  arriTal  of  tin  whiteSf  tks 
gvlde  wasbelniid,  and  the  wood  so  thiek  that  weeaae  opea 
Hbsm  anobsenredt  til!  at  a  Tory  short  distaaee;  As  sooa  as 
they  saw  ost  the  woHien  aad  eluldren  ied  in  great  eoaster- 
aatioa;  the  mm  oflbredos  erery  thisg  they  had,  tlie  ftsh  sa 
the  seaflblds,  the  dried  berries  and  the  eoUars  of  dk*s  tush-* 
as  wombytheehlUreii.  We  took  only  a  small  qaantily  of 
the  food,  and  gare  them  in  return  some  small  artieles  whieh 
eondneed  Tory  mneh  to  paeiiy  them.  The  guide  noweomiig 
mf,  explaiaed  to  them  who  we  were,  and  the  olgeet  of  oar 
tisitf  wUeh  seemed  to  reliere  the  fears,  hut  still  a  number 
of  the  women  and  ehildren  <Hd  not  reeoirer  froin  thrir 
fright^  but  eryed  during  our  stay,  whieh  lasted  about  an 
hour.  The  guide,  whom  we  found  a  rery  intelligent  friend^ 
old  man*  informed  ns  that  up  this  river  there  was  a  road 
whieh  led  over  the  mountains  to  the  Sfissouri.  On  resomiBg 
his  route,  he  went  along  the  steqi  side  <^a  mountahi  abost 
three  miles»  and  then  reaehed  the  rirer  near  a  small  island^ 
at  the  lower  part  of  whieh  he  eneamped;  he  here  attempted 
to  gig  some  ftsh,  hut  eould  only  obtain  one  small  salmon.  The 
rhrer  b  here  shoal  and  rapidt  with  many  roeks  seatteredim 
Tarious  direetions  through  its  bed.  On  the  sides  of  the 
mountalDS  are  s^mie  scattered  pmesyand  of  those  on  the  left 
the  tops  are  eovered  with  them;  there  are  however  but  few 
in  tli^  low  grounds  Uirough  whieh  they  passed,  indeed  they 
have  seen  <mlya  single  tree  lit  to  make  a  eanoe,  and  even 
thatwassmall.  The  eountry  has  an  abundant  growth  of  ber- 
ries, and  we  met  several  women  and  ehildren  gathering  them 
who  bestowed  them  upon  us  with  great  liberality.  Among 
the  woods  captain  ClariLO  observed  a  speeies  of  woodpecker^ 
the  beak  and  tail  of  whieh  were  white,  the  wings  biaefc,  aad 
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ofttryotkerptfCofthebod^of  adarkbrowBj  its  itee  was 
that  of  tlie  robin»  and  it  fed  on  the  seeds  of  the  pin^* 

f'riday  2S.  Captain  Clarke  set  off  very  early^  bat  as  his 
route  lay  along  the  steep  side  of  a  monntainy  oyer  irregalar 
and  broken  masses  of  roei^s,  whieh  wounded  the  horses' 
Sdet,  he  was  obliged  to  prooeed  slowly^    At  th^  distanee  ef 
ibur  miles  he  reaehed  the  riTer^  but  the  roeks  here  became 
so  steept  and  projected  so  &r  into  the  river^  that  there  was 
no  mode  of  passings  except  through  the  water*    This  he 
.  did  for  scmie  distmee^  though  the  river  was  very  rapjd^.aad 
so  deep  that  they  were  forced  to  swim  their  horses.    After 
following  Ulc  edge  of  the  water  for  about  a  mile  under  this 
steep  cliffy  he  reaehed  a  smll  meadow^  below  which  the 
whole  current  of  the  river  beat  against  the  right  sdiore  im 
which  he  waSf  nnd  ^niiieh  was  formed  of  a  solid  rock  per- 
feetly  inaccessible  to  horses.    Here  too,  the  little  track 
which  he  lia4  been  pursuing  tenmnated.    He  therefore  re- 
solved to  leave  the  horses  and  the  greater  part  of  the  men 
at  this  place*  and  examine  the  river  still  fupther^  in  order 
to  determine  if  there  were  any  possibility  of  descending  it 
in  canoes*.  Having  killed  nothing  except  a  sin^^e  goose  to- 
dayf  and  the  whole  of  our  provision  being  consumed  last 
everang^  it  was  by  no  means  advisaUe  to  remain  any  length 
of  time  where  thqr  were.    He  now  directed  the  men  to  fish 
and  huntat  this  place  till  his  return^  and  then  with  his  guide 
and  three  men  he  proceeded*  clambering  over  immense 
recks,  and  along  the  sides  of  lofiy  precipiees  which  bordered 
the  river,  when  at  about  twelve  miles  distanee  he  reached 
a  small  meadow,  the  first  he  had  seen  on  the  river  since  he 
left  his  party*    A  little  below  this  mekdow,  a  large  creek 
twelve  yards  wide,  and  of  some  depth,  discharges  itself  firom 
the  uorth*    Here  were  some  ree^ent  signs  of  an  Indian  en- 
oampment,  and  the  tracks  of  a  number  of  horses,  who  must 
have  come  along  a  plain  Indian  path,  which  he  now  saw 
following  the  course  of  the  creek*    This  stream  his  guide 
said  led  towards  a  large  river  ruiuiing  to  the  north*  and  was 
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flfWMtod  hj  «mAm  biuUm  fbf  the  pwrpose  «f  eiWk 

iag  IbK    He  roimfcifit  kere  two  koiir«»  and  having  Ukoi 

MtBO  MuJl  fftli»  Bttle  »  dinner  en  them  with  the  ad- 

^tien  of  n  fcw  hesnies.    Freat  Um  jplaee  where  he  had 

left  the  paety^  te  tte  a^onth  x»f  this  vimkf  k  preaaal^ 

ana  eeatinued  r^id»  in  whkh  are  ftve  thoak^.n^htf  of 

whieh  eanU  be  paiied  with  leaded  canaes;  and  the  haggafp^ 

Binst  therefore  be  transported  for  a  eonaideraUe  dislanoe 

OTor  die  steep  moontainsy  where  it  weald  he  fanpossiUe  lo 

aniplay  horses  for  the  relief  of  the  niisn* .  fiyen  the  emptj 

eaneea  aast  he  let  down  the  rapids  by  meaaa  of  eor4s»  aid 

■at  even  in  that  waj  without  grei^  risk  hath  to  the  eaaoes 

ae  well  as  to  the  men.    At  one  of  these  riieals^  indeed  die 

laoks  rise  so  perpendjaolar^y  from  the  water  a«  to  leave  no 

hflfe  of  a  passage  or  even  a  portage  without  great  lahov 

in  removing  reeks,  and  ia  some  iastanees  entting  away  the 

earth*    To  sormouat  these  AiAenlties  wontd  exhaoat  the 

strength  of  the  party*  and  wlmt  is  equally  disconragiig 

wauhl  waste  our  time  and  eonsume  our  provisismif  of  net 

ther  of  whieh  liave  we  mueh  to  spare*    The  season  is  now 

far  advaneedf  and  the  Indians  tell  us  we  shall  shortly  have 

snow:  the  salmon  too  have  se  far  declined  that  the  natives 

themselves  are  hastening  from  the  eountry,  and  not  aa  am* 

mal  of  any  kind  larger  than  a  pheasant  or  a  squinel*  aad 

of  eve^  thepe  a  few  only  will  then  be  seen  in  thie  part  of 

the  mountains:  after  whieh  we  shall  be  obliged  to  rely  on 

our  own  stock  of  provisions,  whieh  will  not  su^ort  us  i 

than  ten  days«    These,  circumstanoes  combine  to 

passage  by  water  im^^aetieable  ia  our  present  sitaatiMu 

To  deseend  the  eourse  of  the  river  on  horseback  is  ihm 

other  alternative,  and  scarcely  a  more  inviting  one.    The 

river  ia  so  deep  that  there  are  only  a  few  places  where  it 

ean  beforded,  and  the  rocks  approach  so  near  the  water  aa 

to  render  it  impossible  to  make  a  route  aloi|[  the  vratMi^ 

edge.    In  crossing  the  moantains  themselves  viFe  ahaili 

have  to  eaeounter^  besides  t^ir  steepness^  one  J 
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flM  if  IvtiDta  ttlMMt  of  roek,  down  wUoh  i»  ooFteia  ••«» 
sMi  the  toiTOito  «w^  TftsI  qmnlHies  rf  stoae  iito  dM 
rirer.  Hiom  rooks  aro  of  •  wUtidi  bronnif  «m1  tvmwfdB 
Hm  huo  of  a  gray  ooloar,  and  bo  hard^  that  on  striking 
tii^m  iHtk  8toel»  they  yield  a  ftre  l&e  Hint  Thk  sombfo 
iqypeaninee  is  in  some  phwes  soareely  r^^Ueyed  by  a  singlo 
tuee^Aongh  near  the  river  and  on  the  ereeks  there  Is  more 
tlnher,  among  wfaleh  are  some  taH  pine:  severe  of  thosil 
ni^he  made  into  eanoes,  and  by  ladling  two  of  them  im* 
gether,  one  of  tolerable  sine  mi^t  be  fbrmed. 

After  dinner  he  oontinned  his  rente,  and  at  the  ^Bs* 
tMee  of  hdf  a  m9e  passed  another  ereek  abont  §m  yairdk 
wide.  Bere  Ms  gnMe  fnlbrmed  him  that  by  aseending  dm 
week  Ibr  some  distanee  he  wonM  have  a  better  road»  and 
ent  off  a  eonsUeraMe  bend  of  the  river  towards  the  south. 
He  therefore  pnrsned  a  weD-beaten  Indian  track  np  Aii 
ereek  for  about  six  miles,  when  learing  the  ereek  to  the 
right  he  passed  orer  a  ridge,  and  after  walking  a  mile  again 
met  the  river,  where  it  ilows  throngh  a  meadow  of  abomt 
eighty  aeres  in  extent.  l%is  they  passed  and  then  aseenA^ 
ed  a  high  and  steep  point  of  a  raonntdji,  from  whieh  the 
guide  now  pointed  ont  where  the  river  broke  through  the 
mountains  about  twenty  miles  Astant.  Xew  the  base  of  the 
mountains  a  small  river  fhlls  in  firom  the  south:  this  vieiT 
^as  terminated  by  one  ot  the  loftiest  mountains  oaptafei 
Clarke  had  ever  seen,  whieh  Was  perfeetfy  covered  with 
mow.  Towards  this  formidaUe  barrier  the  river  went  M^ 
rectly  on,  and  Uierfe  U  was,  as  the  guide  observed^  that  thi 
diflkulties  and  danger^  of  whieh  he  and  Cameahwait  had 
spoken  eommeneed.  After  reaching  the  mountahi,  he  sai^ 
€h6  riiver  eonthraes  its  course  tow  ards  the  north  fiMr  wmmf 
nAWf  between  high  perpendleuiar  roeks,  which  were  seat^ 
tered  through  its  bed:  it  then  penetrated  the  mountahi 
tliron^a  narrdr  gap,  on  each  side  of  whieh  arose pevpien^ 
dieid^y  a  rock  as  Ugh  as  tSie  top  of  the  mountahi  befiMPi 
them;  that  the  river  then  made  a  bead  wUch  eonooaiediti 

VOL*  I*  S»  r-        T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«M  £fioit  and  ClmWs  EaopMUm 

fbtnre  eo|ine  from  Tiew,  mad  as  it  wms  alikeiafotiAkte 
descend  the  river  or  ekniber  orar  (hat  Tast  mmaUim,  elev- 
nally  eoyered  with  noWf  neitiier  he  nor  any  ef  hh  mxtim 
had  ever  heea  lower  than  at  a  plaee  where  they  eoaH  tee 
the  gap  nade  bjr  the  rirer  on  entering  the  moantaui.  Ti 
that  pbee  he  said  lie  would  eondaet  eaptain  Gfaurke  if  he 
desired  it  by  tlie  next  eTeaiag.  Bat  he  was  in  need  of  ne 
fturtfi^  eridenee  to  eonvinee  Mm  ^  the  ntter  ifrnertis 
hflity  of  the  mate  brfore  him.  He  had  alroadty  wknessed 
flie  difflealties  of  part  of  the  road^  yet  after  all  tiiese  daa- 
gers  his  gaide^  whose  inteiligeiiee  aad  idelily  he  omM  net 
donhtf  now  assnred  h^  that  the  diAooltfas  were  onJ^eoni- 
inen^gy  aad  what  he  saw  bdRwe  him  too  eleuHly  eontineed 
him  of  the  Indian's  Toraeity.  He  therefore  dot^mined  to 
abandon  tliis  roate^  and  returned  to  the  apper  part  rfthe 
last  ereek  we  had  passed,  and  reaehing  it  an  hour  after 
darlL  enemnped  for  the  nig^ti  on  tliis  ereek  he  had  seen  in 
the  morning  an  Indian  road  eoming  in  from  the  north.  Dis- 
appointed in  Hading  a  route  by  water,  eaptain  Clarke  now 
questioned  his  guide  more  partieularly  as  to  the  direetioa 
of  tliis  road  wUeh  he  seemed  to  understand  peiftetly.  He 
drew  a  map  on  the  sand,  and  represented  this  road  as  well 
as  that  we  passed  yesterday  on  Berry  ere^as  both  leadingto- 
wardsiwoforlLs  of  the  same  great  river,  where  resided  a  na- 
tion eaUed  Tushepaws,  who  having  no  salmon  on  their  river, 
wme  by  these  roads  to  the  fish  weirs  on  Lewis's  river.  He 
had  himself  been  amogg  tliese  Tusliepaws,  and  haying  ooee 
aeeompanied  them  on  a  fishing  party  to  another  river  lie 
had  there  sooi  Indians  who  had  eome  across  the  rooky 
mountains.  After  a  great  deal  of  conversation,  or  rather 
signs,  and  a  second  aad  more  particular  WKp  firom  his  guide, 
captain  Clarke  felt  persuaded  that  his  guide  knew  of  a  nad 
firom  the  Shoshonee  village  th^had  left,  to  the  great  tivar 
to  the  n«rth,  without  eoming  so  low  down  as  this  on  a  i 
impraelieable  for  horses.  He  was  desirous  of 
his  retora^  aad  thersAire  set  out  eariy. 
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SatafdayMy  and  after  desoending  the  eraaktotto  rhrei^ 
atonped  to  breakfast  en  berries  in  the  meadaw  above  Ike 
aeeond  ereek.  He  then  went  on,  bot  nnfortunately  fell  from 
mroek  and  Iqjared  bis  leg  Very  muoh;  he  howeyer  walked  on 
as  rapidfy  as  be*eon]d»  and  at  four  in  the  afternoon  rcj^ed 
his  men.  During  his  absence  they  had  killed  one  of  the 
moniitain  eoeks,  a  few  feasants,  mid  some  small  flshf  on 
whieh  with  haws  and  serrieeberries  they  had  sobdsted. 
Captain  Clarke  immediately  sent  ferward  a  man  on  horse- 
haek  with  a  note  to  eaptain  Lewis,  apprising  him  of  tiie  ro- 
snlt  of  his  inquiries,  and  late  in  the  aftemoon  set  out  with 
the  rest  of  the  party  and  eneamped  at  the  distance  of  two 
miles.  The  men  were  moeh  disheartened  at  the  bad  pros- 
peet  of  esciqiing  from  the  mountains,  and  hating  nothing  t4» 
eat  but  a  few  berries  wliieh  have  made  seyeral  of  them  siek, 
they  all  passed  a  dlsagreeaUe  irf^bt,  whieh  was  rendered 
more  uneomfmrtable  by  a  heavy  dew. 

Sunday  ie5.  The  want  of  proridons  urged  ei^tain  Clarice 
to  return  as  soon  as  possible;  he  therefore  set  out  early,  and 
halted  an  hour  in  passing  the  Indian  camp  near  the  fish  weirs. 
These  people  treated  them  with  great  kindness,  and  tlmugh 
poor  and  dirty  they  willingly  give  wliat  little  they  possess; 
they  gare  the  whole  party  boiled  salmon  and  dried  berries, 
whieh  were  not  however  in  suflleient  quantities  to  appease 
their  hunger.  They  soon  resumed  their  old  road,  but  as  die 
idbstineneeor  strange  diet  had  given  one  of  the  men  a  very^se- 
irere  illness,  they  were  detained  very  roueh  on  his  aeeonntf 
and  it  was  not  till  late  in  the  day  they  reached  the  eliff  under 
which  they  had  encamped  on  the  twenty*iirst.  They  imme- 
diatdiy  began  to  ish  uri  hunt,  in  order  to  procure  a  meaL 
We  eaught  sevetal  small  fish,  ani  fay  means  of  our  guide,  ob- 
tained two  salmon  from  a  small  party  of  women  and  ehil- 
dren,  who,  with  one  man,  were  goring  below  to  gather  berrfes. 
This  supi^ied  us  with  about  half  a  meal,  but  after  dark  we 

\  Ttg/JntA  with  a  beavmr  vAieh  one  of  the  hunters  brought 
Tha  othw  game  saaa  hi  the  aouvaa  tf  the  dagr  were  one 
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VbomiKy  M«  The  mondmg  wma*iiie»  Mi  Uubm  i 
fclHialiBd  wkbU  U  hurt,  while  Ilia  rait  wtfte  ^iihiinai  i»- 
ftilBiwa'alaaktiaardarlo  ratirika  mm  iMmat  wIMi  !«# 
•atra|raiairajdiirii«tha«igiit.  nieythaapaaaaadMlalfig 
«Im  iMla  hf  tlM  «n4u  «f  tfM  rivar,  tOI  lliayiMiAadlhalfm- 
ar  iaiiaB aaasp  whara  tkagr  im  wave  wlmi  wa«at  tt|ip|i> 
Tiia  whalaaamptigiadbtalyilaafcad  atayad  hMtwUh-gnw)! 
afpaaranaa  af  a<a<iali«y,  bat  aU  tha  fpaiafMaTtha  lili- 
huf/b  4iA  aat  amaiuit  ta  aiafa  (has  twa  mlw^nm,  whiak  thif 
§Kra  ta  aapti^  Clartet  who  tUftaOMitad  tha»  i^aaag  Jl# 
■MO.  TbahaatarthadaatbaanaUe  tokillaajrihiiigyaar 
fall  aap4aia  Clarfca  ar  tha  graatar  part  af  the  BMtt  aagr  ftid 
dariag  tha  twaaiy^iMir  haart,  tiM  lavacdt  eTaaiag  ana  .1^ 
them  dwtatalmaiiii  die  rivarf  and  a  few  nmU  fish  wave 
eaught*  which  furafcJiad  thaoi  with  a  aaartjr  meat  Ha 
aalj  wnimalii  they  had  teea  were  a  few  pifeaaSf  Maae  yery 
arttd  hare8»  a  great  aamber  <^the  laija  Uaafc  gratihmper^ 
jaad  a  ^uantky  of  fpraand  lixards. 

Taeaday  S7.  The  vea,  wha  ware  eagagad  hut  iii|^  4a 
BMBdiag  their  moeeaaiaH  all  ezeept  one,  weat  aat  hanliBigf 
hat  ao  gane  was  to  be  praawe4*  Qae  of  the  ami  haa^aver 
killed  a  small  salmaa,  aad  the  ladiaaa  aiade  aiMseataf 
aaother»  aowhieh  thewhdia  party  aiade  a  very  slight  iapeafc- 
fliit.  These  iadiaas,  to  whom  tUs  life  is  fiMiliar,  aaM 
eaatoated,  althoagh  thqr  dapead  fhr  sabaistaaee  aa  tlmaaMS- 
4yprodaatioasof  thefishery«  Brtaarmeawhoavaasod^a 
hardships,  bat  have  beaa  aaeastoaMd  to  haw  tha  frst  wants 
of  aatare  lagidariy  soppiiad,  jhalTary  seasiUy  «hrirwMtahr 
adsitaatioa;ihairstlMgthisamstfa«  awiqr;th^bq^4la 
mq^ress  their  appreheaalaas  of  hobig  wkhaat  Csad  ia  a  n 

try  perfaotly  destitsMie  rf  mqr  msaas  af  siqwM^ 
eaptalbwftsh.  la  tha  eaaraa  of  tha  dagr ) 

iata  the  eampfifa  sabsaat  ta^o^f  wdiiak 

I  a  lappsi  fta  thay<p> 
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Mton^i^  theyarty  two  nApm^ma^iit  mnjituik^JOKtMrnf 

i^tNAl^r^nwM  tTMfef  tef:  An  kluMfars^MHi  luri  iniB^ia 
tbii>ii(^  the  eooBiry  in  eveiy  direelion  where  gamiouvf^ 
reasonaUy  expeetedf  lurre  seen  nothing.  The  fishery  is 
leareely  more  prodnetiTe^  for  an  Indian  who  was  out  all 
day  with  his  gig  killed  only  one  salmon.  Besides  the  foor 
fish  proenred  from  the  Indians^  eaptain  Clarice  obtained  some 
flshroe  in  exehange  ISsr  three  small  fish-hookSf  the  use  of 
whieh  he  taught  them*  and  whieh  they  yery  readily  eompre- 
hended.  All  llie  men  wiM>  are  not  engi^^  in  hunting*  are 
oeeapied  in  maidng  paek^saddles  for  the  horses  whieh  eap- 
tain Lewis  informed  us  he  had  boiq^t. 

August  SO.  Two  hunters  were  despatched  early  in  the 
mornings  but  they  returned  without  killing  any  thing,  and 
the  only  game  we  proenred  was*  a  beayer,  who  was  caught 
last  night  in  a  trap  whidi  he  earned  off  two  miles  before  he 
was  Ibund.  l^e  ftir  of  this  animal  is  as  good  as  any  we 
Imve  ever  seen,  nor  does  it  in  fbet  appear  to  be  e?er  out  of 
season  on  the  upper  branehes  of  die  Missouri.  This  beavery 
with  seyeral  doxen  of  fine  trout,  gave  us  a  plratiful  subsist- 
enee  Ibr  the  day.  The  parQr  were  oeeupied  chiefly  in  making 
paek-saddles,  in  the  manufactureof  whieh  we  supply  the  place 
of  nails  and  boards,  by  substituting  tor  the  first  thongs  of  raw 
Ude,  whieh  answer  wry  well;  and  for  boards  we  use  the 
handles  of  our  oars,  and  the  plank  of  some  boxes,  the  con- 
tents of  which  we  empty  into  sacks  of  raw  hides  made  for 
the  purpose.  Th^  Indiaiu  who  fisit  us  behaye  with  the 
greatest  decorum,  and  the  women  are  busily  engaged  in  ma- 
Ung  and  mending  the  moccasins  of  the  party.  As  we  had 
nliU  some  superfluous  ba^^age  which  would  be  too  heavy  to 
Mttry  aeross  the  mountainsy  it  became  neeessary  to  makea 
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Mid  One  MB.vcM  •«tto4ig  it,  witk»  M«tiael  ]■  tlM  aeigh. 
b«axlMod*iriba««»«NknMtif  AewttDW  ir«n  toatnnfe 

nte.    Tnwaida  eT«Bta§  the  eashe  wm  e^ipletad  wi^Mt 
iMiag  pemivid  ky  Ik*  ladiMs,  •■«  tiM 
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CHAPTER  XYI. 

gwjMt  between  Drevjer  ead  a  Stoiioaee— The  fidelity  ad  lumoiiir  o£  IIm* 
tribe— The  party  set  out  on  their  journey — The  oondiiet  of  Cameahireit  re- 
prored,  and  himself  reeonoiled — The  eaijr  paitnritiQQ'of  the  Shoahonee  wo- 
iBnen— Hiftoiy  of  thb  natioor— Their  terror  of  the  Ptwkeet — ^Their  gofertt- 
BMBt  and  ibinBj  ceooomy  hi  tMr  treetment  of  their  women— Thefar  een- 
fWnts  of  Spe^ih  treMhery---DeseriptkB  of  thefar  weepooe  of  warfrre—Thdr 
enrieot  mode  of  making  a  shield— The  oaparison  of  their  honet— The  diwie 
of  the  men  and  of  the  women  partieolaiiy  deseribed-^Their  mode  of  ae- 
qnirinf  new  i 


Weteesdajf  Asgiitt  M.    Thb  WMtlieF  was  reiy  eeld; 
tfie  water  wUdi  stood  fai  the  Tessois  oxpotod  to  the  air  bo- 
il^ oovwed  with  ioo  a  quarter  of  an  laoh  duek:  the  ink 
AeoBos  in  the  poB^  and  the  low  gromiAi  are  perfeetly  whiten- 
od  with  frost:  after  this  the  d^r  proTod  exeessirely  warm. 
The  party  were  eagaged  la  their  usual  oeeapatioiisy  and 
oMapleted  tweatj  saddles  with  the  neeessacy  haraess,  all 
prepared  to  set  <^  as  soon  as  the  ladiaDs  should  arriye* 
Our  two^hunters  who  were  despatehed  early  iu  the  momiiig 
haTO  not  returned^  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  eneroaeh  on 
oar  pork  and  eonif  whioh  we  eonsider  as  the  last  resouree 
when  our  easual  supplies  of  game  faiL    After  dari^  we  ear- 
ned our  baggage  to  the  eaehOf  and  deposited  what  wo 
thought  too  enmbrous  to  earry  with  us:  a  small  assortment 
of  medieineSf  and  all  the  speeimens  of  plants,  seeds,  and 
ndmettiBf  eoUeeied  sinoe  learing  tlie  falls  of  the  MissourL 
littte  at  uight  Ihrewyer,  one  of  the  hunters,  returned  with  a 
fiawn  and  a  eonsideraUe  quantity  of  Indian  plunder,  whieh 
he  had  taken  by  way  of  reprisaL  While  hunting  this  mom- 
iBg  in. the  lUioshonee.  eoye,  he    eame  suddenly  upon  an 
ImlV"  eamp,  at  whioh  were  an  old  man,  a  young  one,  three 
wtoBkeUf  and  a  boy:  they  showed  no  surprise  at  the  sight  of 
VoBh  t^  ^  therefore  rode  up  to  them»  and  after  turning 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


MS  Looii  mA  CUarkt?9  Expiiaiwn 

}dn  kone  loose  to  grue  sat  down  aad  b^(ui  to  eoaverte  witli 
thoa  by  sipit.  Thoy  hftd  jsst  lUualiod  a  repatt  on  mnm 
roots,  and  in  aboat  twoaty  minates  oae  d  tko  womea  spribt 
to  tko  rest  of  the  parlf#  wlu^  iiawrdiatoly  weat  oat,  eoUeei- 
ed  Uieir  horses  aad  begaa  to  saddle  them.  UaTi^  rested 
hlttsdU^  lMe>iry  er  lllott^  ttet  he  iiMM  eoiMBaw  M0  h«tt, 
and  ildiig  went  to  c4(ieh  his  horse  who  wis  at  a  AoMt  die- 
tancOf  forgetting  at  the  Ihoinent  to  take  np  his  lAe.  He 
had  seareely  gone  ia«re  than  filtj  paees  whea  the  ladiaas 
ssaohled  thm^  horses^  the  yoaag  viaa  saaiAed  ayliha  rile^ 
aad  leaving  aA  their  baggage,  whipt  their  horses^  a^d  set 
oflTat  full  speed  towards  the  passes  of  the  mounl^bis:  IMrew- 
yer  instantly  jumped  on  his  horse  aad  porsaed  them.  After 
vaaaiag  about  ten  miles  the  horses  of  the  womea'Beariy  gave 
«a€y  aad  the  womeaf  iadiag  Drewyar  gaia  oa  them  naseA 
dreadfU  eries,  wUeh  faataeed  tlw  yoaag  asia  lo  sbaskea  Utf 
paee,  and  being  aamalad  oa  a  tery  ft»c  haree  rode  rsaai 
OematashortdistaiMe.  Stewyer  aow  eaav  ap  with  tha 
womea,  aad  by  dgas  parsaadM  liMla  tkal  he  did  aet  BMaa  te 
hwt  theai:  they  tiMi  stopped,  and  as  tiM  yasmg  isam  eaasa 
towards  them  D^ewyer  asked  hbm  for  hH  rila^  bat  Urn  ai^ 
paH  at  the  aasw^  wMehhe  andemoad  was  Pahkee,  iho 
aameby  wMeh  they  eaH  their  eai/aiius»  tie  Miaaattwi  iis  of 
Ibrt  de  Pridritf .  WhMe  diey  were  thatt  oagaged  in  talkiag^ 
I>rewyer  watehed  his  opportaaiiy,  aad  seeitg  the  Isrfiaa  at 
kb  gaard,  gifioped  ap  to  kte  aod  sdaed  hiv  lile:  Ae  hh 
^Ban  straggled  ffvsoaie  tine,  bat  fadfa^Srawyaripetti^g 
loo  strong  Ibr  liim>  had  ttepreseneeaf  ndadtaopeartha 
paa  aad  let  the  piimk^  fhll  owt:  he  tbaa  iet  go  kis  keid» 
aad  ^Ting  his  horse  tlie  wkip  eeeaptid  ai  ftdl  spea^  temriaf 
tin  waanm  to  the  merey  of  the  eooqaeroB.  ^wtmyn  dnsi 
retvmed  to  where  he  had  irst  seen  thmuf,  wkaaa  he  fsaai 
<hat  their  baggago  had  been  left  behkidy  aad  Iroaghft  it  «i 
eamp  wMh  hitt. 

'fkariday,  M^    lids  fliondig  eiCril|f  two  mea  waia  ssa* 
to  eomplMe  the  eoviMqg  #r  thtf  eiaho^  wMsk  omMmI  ha 
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so  pjerfeelly  done  daring  the  night  as  to  elude  the  «e%r^  of  ' 
the  Indikos*  On  examining  the  spoils  whieh  Drewyer  had 
obtained,  they  were  found  to  consist  of  several  dressed  and 
vodressed  skins;  two  bags  wove  with  the  bark  of  the  silk^ 
grasst  eaeh  containing  a  bushel  of  dried  serviceberries»  and 
abont  the  same  quantity  of  roots;  an  instrument  made  of  bone 
Ibr  manufacturing  the  flints  into  heads  for  arrows;  and  a 
number  of  flints  themselves:  these  were  much  of  the  samo 
colour  and  nearly  as  transparent  as  common  blaek  glas^ 
sad  when  ent  detaehed  itself  into  flakes,  leaviag  a  very 
sharp  edge. 

The  roots  were  of  three  kinds,  and  folded  separate  from 
ea^t  in  hides  of  bufialoe  made  into  parehment.  The  first  is 
a  fusiform  root  six  inches  long,  and  about  the  size  of  a  man'a 
finger  at  the  largest  end,  with  radieles  larger  Ihali  is  usual 
IB  roots  of  the  Atsiform  sort:  the  rind  is  white  and  thin,  the 
jMy  is  aloo  white,  mealy,  and  easily  redociblet  by  poand- 
ingf  to  a  substance  resembling  flour,  like  which  it  thickens 
by  boiling,  and  is  of  an  agreeable  flavour:  it  is  eaten  fre* 
queritly  in  its  raw  state  either  green  or  dried.  The  second  , 
species  was  much  mutilated^  but  appeared  to  be  fibrous;  it 
is  of  a  eyliadrieal  form  about  th€$  size  of  a  small  quill,  hard 
and  brittle.  A  part  of  the  rind  which  had  not  been  de- 
tached in  the  preparation  was  hard  and  black,  but  the  rest 
of  the  root  was  perfectly  white;  this  the  Indians  informed 
US  was  always  boiled  before  eating;  and  on  making  the  ex* 
periment  we  found  that  it  became  perfectly  soft,  but  had 
a  bitter  taste,  which  was  nau^ous  to  our  taste,  bat  which 
the  Indians  seemed  to  relish;  for  on  giving  the  roots  to  them 
they  were  very  heartily  swallowed. 

llie  third  species  was  a  small  nut  about  the  size  of  n 
nutmeg,  of  an  irregularly  rounded  form,  something  like  the 
amaUest  of  the  Jerusalem  artichokes,  which,  on  boiling,  we 
ibond  them  to  re^mble  also  in  flavour,  and  is  certainly  the 
tiest  root  we  have  seen  in.  use  among  the  IndiaM.  On  in* 
^pfamg  q{  die  IndiMS  from  ivhat  jj^hmt  these  roots  were 
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proenred,  <liej  informed  us  that  none  of  them  grew  near  Qsh 
plaee* 

The  men  were  chiefly  employed  in  dressini^  the  skins  b^* 
loBging  to  the  party  who  accompanied  captain  Clarke. 
Ahottt  elcTcn  o'clock  Chabonean  wnd  his  wife  returned  with 
Cameahwaity  accompanied  by  about  fifty  men  with  their 
women  wnd  children.  After  they  had  encamped  near  us  and 
tamed  loose  their  horses,  we  called  a  eouneil  of  all  the 
ehieft  and  warriors  and  addressed  them  hi  a  speech:  addi- 
tional presents  were  then  distributed,  partieulMrly  to  the 
two  second  chiefs,  who  had  agreeably  to  their  promises  ex- 
#rted  themselres  in  our  favour.  The  eouneil  was  then  ad- 
journed, and  all  the  Indhins  were  treated  with  an  abundant 
meal  of  boiled  Indian  com  and  beans.  The  poor  wretches, 
who  had  no  animal  food  and  scarcely  any  thing  but  a  tern 
fish,  had  been  almost  starred,  and  received  this  new  luxury 
with  great  diankfnlness.  Out  of  compliment  to  the  chief  we 
gave  him  a  few  dried  squashes  which  we  had  brought  from 
the  Mandans,  and  he  declared  it  was  the  best  food  he  had 

«  ever  tasted  except  sugar,  a  small  lump  of  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  sister:  he  now  declared  how  happy  they 
should  ail  be  to  live  in  a  country  which  produced  so  piany 
good  things,  and  we  told  him  that  it  would  not  be  long  be- 
fore the  white  men  would  put  it  in  their  power  to  live  below 
the  mountains,  where  they  might  themselves  cultivate  all 
these  kinds  of  food  instead  of  wandering  in  the  mountains. 
He  appeared  to  be  much  pleased  with  this  infermation,  and 
the  whole  party  being  now  in  excellent  temper  aft^  their 
repast,  we  began  our  purchase  of  horses.  We  soon  obtained 
five  very  good  ones  on  very  reasonable  terms;  that  is,  by 

..  giving  for  each  merchandise  which  cost  us  original^  abovt 
six  dollars.  We  have  again  to  admire  the  perfect  deemiey 
and  propriety  of  their  conduct;  for  although  so  nnmei>o«^ 
tl^y  do  not  attempt  to  crowd  round  our  camp  or  take  afigr 
thing  which  they  see  lying  about,.and  whenever  th^botrow 
knives  ot  kettles  or  any  other  artiele  ilrom  the  nentf  tltej 
return  them  with  great  fidelity. 
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Towards  oTening  we  formed  a  drag  of  boshes^  and  ia 
about  two  hoars  eaught  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  very 
good  fish  most  of  them  large  trout.  Among  them  we  ob« 
oerred  for  the  first  time  ten  or  tweWe  trout  of  a  white  or 
silyery  eoh>ur»  exeept  on  the  baek  and  head  where  they  afo 
«f  a  bluish  east:  in  appearanee  and  shape  they  resemUa 
exaetly  the  speekled  trout,  exeept  that  they  are  not  quite  so 
large,  though  the  seales  are  mueh  larger^  and  the  flarour 
equally  good.  The  greater  part  of  the  fish  was  distributed 
among  the  Indians. 

Friday  23.  Our  visitors  seem  to  depend  wholly  on  us 
Ibr  fbod,  and  as  the  state  of  our  provisions  oUiges  us  to  be 
aarefttl  of  our  remaining  stoek  of  eom  and  flour,  this 
was  an  additiofld  reason  for  urging  our  depaiture;  but  Ca- 
meahwait  requested  us  to  wait  till  the  arrival  of  another 
party  of  his  nation  who  were  expeeted  to-day.  Knowing 
that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  oppose  his  wish,  we  eonsentedy 
and  two  hunters  were  sent  out  with  orders  to  go  further  up 
the  southeast  fork  than  they  had  hitherto  been.  At  the 
same  time  ihe  ehief  was  informed  of  the  Low  state  of  our 
provisions*  and  advised  to  send  out  his  young  men  to  hunt. 
This  he  recommended  them  to  do,  and  most  of  them  set  out: 
we  then  sunk  our  canoes  by  means  of  stones  to  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  a  situation  which  better  Uian  any  other  secu- 
red them  against  the  efibcts  of  the  high  waters,  and  the  Arc- 
quent  fires  of  the  plains;  the  Indians  having  promised  not 
to  disturb  them  during  our  absence,  a  promise  we  believe 
the  more  readily,  as  they  are  almost  too  lazy  to  take  the 
trouble  of  raising  them  for  fire-wood.  We  were  desi- 
rous of  purchasing  some  more  horses,  but  they  declined  sel- 
UBg  any  until  we  reaehed  their  eump  in  the  mountains. 
Soon  after  starting  the  Indian  hunters  discovered  a  mule 
buck,  and  twelve  of  their  horsemen  pursued  it,  for  four 
miles.  We  saw  the  chase,  which  was  very  entertaining,  and 
at  lei^^  they  rode  it  down  and  killed  it.  This  mule  buck 
was  the  largest  deer  of  any  kind  we  have  saem  being  nearfy 
as  large  as  a  doe  elk.    Besides  this  they  In^ughtin  another 
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deer  aad  diree  gomti;  but  instrad  of  a  general  distribotiiHi 
•rtha  meat,  anil  such  as  w<!»  hare  hitherto  seen  amoag  wH 
tribes  of  ladiaiiB,  we  obtenred  that  seme  families  had  a 
large  share,  while  others  receired  none.  Oa  iaqiiiriBg  of 
CuiiQahwait  the  reason  of  this  eustom,  be  said  that  mmt 
aaioiq;  them  was  searce,  that  eaeb  banter  reserved  wliat  be 
UUed  for  the  use  of  himself  and  his  own  fkmiljr,  none  of  the 
rest  haying  aaj  claim  on  what  he  ebose  to  keep.  Oar  han- 
tors  returned  soon  after  with  two  mole  deer  and  three  eom* 
mon  deer,  three  of  whieh  we  distributed  among  the  fiunilies 
who  had  reoelTod  none  of  the  game  of  tfieir  own  hunters. 
About  three  o'eloek  the  expected  party  eonsuting  of  fify 
nien«  women  and  children  arrived.  We  now  learnt  that 
most  of  the  Indians  were  on  their  waj  down  the  vaUey  to* 
wards  the  biifaloe  ooantry*  and  some  anxiety  to  aoemnpaqr 
them  appeared  to  |H«Tail  amcmg  those  who  had  promised 
to  assist  ns  in  crossing  the  nsonntains.  We  ourselves  were 
not  without  some  apprehension  that  they  might  leave  ns» 
hut  as  they  eontinaed  to  say  that  they  would  return  with  us 
nothing  was  said  upon  the  sulijject.  We  were,  however,  re- 
solved to  move  eariy  in  the  morning,  and  therefore  deqmteh* 
ed  two  men  to  hunt  in  the  eove  and  leave  the  game  on  the 
route  we  Khoald  pass  to-morrow. 

Saturday  24.  As  the  Indians  who  arrived  yesterday  had 
a  number  of  spare  horses,  we  thought  it  probable  they  might 
be  willing  to  dispose  of  them,  and  desired  the  chief  to  ^eak 
to  them  for  that  purpose.  They  declined  giviag  ai^  posi* 
tive  answer,  but  requested  io  see  the  goods  whieh  we  pro- 
posed to  exchange.  ¥re  then  produced  some  battle-axes 
whieh  we  had  made  at  fort  Mandan,  and  a  fnanti^  of 
knives;  with  both  of  whieh  they  appeared  very  mudi  pleas- 
ed; and  we  were  soon  able  to  purchase  three  horses  kj  giv- 
ing for  each  an  axe,  a  knife,  a  hankerehief  and  a  little  paint 
To  this  we  were  obliged  to  add  a  second  kirife,  a  shirty  ahsnd- 
fcerehief  and  a  pair  of  le^ings;  and  such  is  the  Mtittstisn  in 
vUeh  thoie  aateala  an  heU;  that  even  at  thiapffiet^  vh^ 
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was  dmiUe  that  for  a  horse,  the  fellow  who  toM  him  took 
upon  himself  great  merit  in  having  given  awajr  a  mide  to 
tts.  Thtj  now  said  that  they  had  no  more  horses  for  sale^ 
and  as  we  had  noW  nine  of  our  own«  two  hired  horses,  and  a 
mole,  we  began  loading  them  as  heavily  as  was  predent^ 
and  piaeii^  the  rest  oni  the  shoulders  of  the  Indian  women^ 
Irft  ooTiOamp  at  twelve  o'elock.  We  were  all  on  foot,  ex- 
eept  Sacajawea,  for  whom  her  husband  had  pnrebased  a  horse 
with  some  artieles  whieh  we  gave  him  for  that  purpose^  an 
Indian  however  had  the  politeness  to  oWdv  eaptain  Lewis  one 
of  his  horses  to  ride,  whieh  be  aeeepted  in  order  better  to  di- 
rect diemareh  of  the  piurty.  We  erossed  the  river  below  the 
fiiiks,  direeting  our  course  towards  the  eove  by  the  route 
already  passed,  and  had  just  reached  the  lowet*  part  of  the 
eove  when  an  Indian  rode  up  to  captain  Lewis  to  inform  him 
that  o«e  of  his  men  was  very  sick,  and  unaUe  to  come  oflU 
The  party  was  immediately  halted  at  a  run  which  falls  iato 
the  creek  on  the  left,  and  eaptain  Lewis  rode  back  two 
miles,  and  found  Wiser  severely  afflicted  with  the  colic:  by 
giving'  him  some  of  the  essence  of  peppermint  and  laadar 
num,  he  recovered  sufficiently  to  ride  the  horse  of  captain 
Lewis,  who  then  rejoined  the  party  on  fbot.  When  he'  arri- 
ved he  found  that  the  Indians  who  had  been  impatientiy  ex- 
pecting his#oitum,  at  last  unloaded  their  horses  and  turned 
them  loose,  and  had  now  made  their  camp  for  the  night.  It 
would  have  been  fruitless  to  remonst^iate,  and  not  prudent 
to  excite  any  irritation,  and  therefbre,  although  the  sun 
was  still  high,  and  we  had  made  only  six  miles,  we  thought 
it  best  to  remain  with  them:  after  we  bad  encamped  there 
Coll  a  slight  shower  of  rain.  One  of  the  men  caught  several 
fine  trout;  but  Drewyer  had  been  sent  out  to  hunt  with* 
out  having  kiUed  any  thing.  We  therefore  gave  a  little 
oom  to  those  of  the  Indians  who  were  aetuaUy  engaged  in 
oarrying  our  baggi^,  and  who  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
eat.  We  also  advised  Cameahwmt,  as  we  could  not  sa^ij 
all  Un  people  wMi  provlsioas^  «o  reoommead  lo  all  wlU 

•  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


414  Lewii  and  Cla'Au?9  J&rpedtHoH 

were  net  aBsisting  us*  to  go  on  before  us  to  thefar  oMqp.  lUi 
he  did:  but  in  the  nioming> 

Sunday  ft5»  a  few  only  followed  his  adriee,  the  rest  te« 
eompanying  us  at  some  digtanee  on  eaeh  side.  We  set  out  at 
sunrise  and  after  going  seyenteen  miles  halted  for  dinner 
within  two  miles  of  die  narrow  pass  in  the  moantains.  T%e 
Indians  who  were  on  the  sides  of  oar  party  liad  started  some 
antelopes,  but  were  obliged  after  a  pursuit  of  several  hours 
to  abandon  the  ehase:  our  hunters  had  in  the  meantinie 
brought  in  three  deer,  the  greater  part  of  whieh  was  distii* 
buted  aoiong  the  Indians.    Whilst  at  dinner  we  learnt  by 
means  of  Saei^awea,  that  the  young  men  who  loft  us  this 
morning,  earned  a  request  flrom  the  ehief,  that  the  TiUage 
would  break  up  its  eneampment  and  meet  this  party  to-mor- 
row, when  they  would  all  go  down  the  Missouri  into  the 
buflUoe  eountry.  Alarmed  at  this  new  eapriee  of  the  Indians 
whieh,  if  not  eounteraeted,  threatened  to  leare  ourselTos 
and  our  baggage  on  the  mountains,  or  even  if  we  reaehed  the 
waters  of  the  Columbia,  preyent  our  obtaining  horses  to  go 
on  further,  eaptain  Lewis  immediately  ealled  the  three 
ehiefs  together.    After  smoking  a  pipe  he  asked  them  if 
they  were  men  of  their  words,  and  if  we  can  rely  on  their 
promises.    They  readily  answered  in  the  affimative.    He 
then  asked,  if  they  had  not  agreed  to  assistaiain  carrying 
our  baggage  over  the  mountains.   To  this  they  also  answeov 
ed  yes;  and  why  then,  said  he,  hare  you  requested  your  peo- 
ple to  meet  us  to-morrow,  where  it  will  be  impossible  fbr 
us  to  trade  for.horses,  as  you  promised  we  should.    If,  he 
continued,  yc^ti  had  not  promised  to  help  us  in  transportiaf; 
our  goods  over  the  mountains,  we  should  not  have  attempt- 
ed  it,  but  have  returned  down  the  river,  after  which  no 
white  men  would  ever  have  come  into  your  country.    Itymm 
wish  the  whites  to  be  your  friends,  and  to  bring  you  ami 
and  protect  you  fi*om  your  enenaoes,  you  diouM  never  pro* 
mise  what  you  do  not  mean  to  perform:  when  I  first  met 
jom,  you  doubted  what  I  said^  yet  jm,  afterwards  taw  HMk 
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I  told  joQ  the  truth.  How  therefore  ean  jon  dovbt  what  I 
BOW  tell  you;  you  see  that  I  hare  divided  amongst  you  the 
meat  whieh  my  hunters  kill»  and  I  promise  to  give  all  who 
assist  us  a  share  of  whatever  we  have  to  eat.  If  therrfore 
you  intend  to  keep  your  promise^  send  one  of  the  young  men 
immediately  to  order  the  people  to  remain  at  the  village  till 
we  arrive. 

The  two  inferior  ehiefs  then  said^  that  they  had  wished 
to  keep  their  words  and  to  assist  us;  that  they  had  not  sent 
for  the  people,  but  on  the  oontrary  had  disapproved  of  the 
measure  whieh  was  done  wholly  by  the  first  ehief.  Came- 
ahwait  remained  silent  for  some  time:  at  last  he  said  that 
he  knew  he  had  don^  wrong,  but  that  seeing  his  people  all  in 
want  of  provisions,  he  had  wished  to  hasten  their  departure 
for  the  eountry  where  their  wants  might  be  supplied.  He 
however  now  deelared,  that  having  passed  his  word  he  would 
never  violate  it,  and  counter  orders  were  immediately  sent 
to  the  village  by  a  young  man,  to  whom  we  gave  a  hand- 
kerchief in  order  to  ensure  despatch  imd  fidelity. 

This  difficulty  being  now  adjusted,  our  march  was  re- 
sumed with  an  unusual  degree  of  alacrity  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians.  We  passed  a  spot,  where  six  years  ago  th?'Sho« 
sohnees  suffered  a  very  severe  defeat  from  the  Minnetarees; 
and  late  in  the  evening  we  reached  the  upper  part  of  the 
oove  where  the  creek  enters  the  mountains.  The  part  of 
the  cove  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  creek  has  lately  been 
burnt,  most  probably  as  a  signal  on  some  occasion.  Here  we 
were  joined  by  our  hunters  with  a  single  deer,  which  cap- 
tain Lewis  gave,  as  a  proof  of  his  sincerity,  to  the  women 
and  children,  and  remained  supperless  Umselfl  As  we  camo 
along  we  observed  several  large  hares,  some  ducks,  and 
many  of  the  cock  of  the  plains:  in  the  low  grounds  of  the 
eove  were  also  considerable  quantities  of  wild  onions. 

Monday  26.  The  morning  was  eyessively  cold,  and  the 
iee  in  our  vessek  was  neariy  a  quarter  of  an  inoh  in  thiek- 
Bess:  we  set  out  at  sunrise^  an^  ston  reaped  tike  fountain  of 
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the  MisMnif  where  we  halted  for  a  few  inioiiteBy  and  thett 
erotdng  the  dividuig  ridge  reaehed  the  fine  spring  where 
•aptatii  Lewis  had  slept  on  the  Itth  in  his  irst  exeorsiea 
to  the  Shoflhonee  eamp.  The  grass  on  the  hill  sides  is  per- 
tMtlj  dry  and  parehed  by  the  son*  bat  near  the  spring  was 
a  fine  graen  grass:  we  therefint)  halted  for  dinner  and  turned 
our  horses  to  graze.  To  each  of  the  Indians  who  were  en* 
gaged  in  earrying  oar  baggage  was  distributed  a  pint  of 
eom»  whieh  they  p^ched*  then  pounded*  and  made  a  sort 
of  sonp.  One  of  the  women  who  bad  been  leading  two 
of  our  paek  horses  halted  at  a  rirulet  about  a  mile  behind^ 
and  sent  on  the  two  horses  b^  a  female  friend:  on  inqairii% 
of  Cameahwait  the  eause  of  her  detention,  he  answered  with 
great  appearaaee  of  unconeeruy  that  she  had  just  stopped  to 
lie  in;  but  would  sodn  overtake  us.  In  faet,  we  were  asto- 
nished to  see  her  in  about  an  hour's  time  come  on  with  her 
new  bom  infant  and  pass  us  on  her  way  to  the  eamp»  i 
rently  in  perfeet  health. 

This  wonderful  faeility  with  whieh  the  Indian 
bring  forth  their  ehildren,  seems  rather  some  beneyoiMit 
gift  of  nature»  in  exempting  them  from  pains  whi^  their 
sayage  state  would  render  doubly  grievous,  than  any  result 
of  habit.  If,  as  has  been  imagined,  a  pure  dry  air  or  a  ooM 
and  eleyated  country  are  obstacles  to  easy  delivery,  every 
difficulty  incident  to  that  oper.ition  might  be  expected  in 
this  part  of  the  continent:  nor  can  another  reason,  the  habit 
<^cMTying  heavy  burthens  during  pregnancy,  be  at  all  ap- 
plicable to  the  Shoshonee  women,  who  rarely  cany  any 
burdens,  since  their  nation  possesses  an  abundance  of  horses. 
We  have  indeed  been  several  times  informed  by  those  con* 
▼ersant  with  Indian  manner^,  and  who  asserted  their  know- 
ledge of  the  fact,  that  Indian  women  pregnant  by  vrhite 
men  experience  more  difficulty  in  ciiild-birth  than  when  tho 
father  is  an  Indian.  M  this  account  be  true,  it  uiay  eontri- 
bttte  to  strengthen  the  belief,  that  the  easy  deliveiy  of  tlie 
Indian  women  is  wholly  eonstitutional. 
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Tlie  tops  of  the  hig^  iir^^^iilar  mouitains  to  the  west- 
ward are  still  entirely  eoTered  with  snow;  and  the  eoolness 
whieh  the  air  aeiiuires  in  passing  thenif  is  a  Tory  agreeable 
relief  ftrom  the  lieat»  whieh  has  dried  ap  the  herbage  on  the 
sides  of  the  hill*.  While  we  stopped^  the  women  were  busily 
annoyed  in  eoUeeting  the  root  of  a  plant  with  whieh  they 
fbed  their  ehiMren,  who  like  dieir  mothers  are  nearly  half 
starved  and  in  a  wretehed  eondition.   It  is  a  speeies  of  fen- 
nel whieh  grows  in  the  m^t  grounds;  the  radix  is  of  the 
knob  kind,  of  a  Img  ovate  formyierminatiag  in  a  sini^e  vadi* 
elOf  the  whole  befaig  three  or  four  inehes  long,  and  the 
thiekest  part  about  the  sine  of  a  man's  little,  finger:  when 
fireshy  it  is  white,  Arm,  and  erisp;  and  when  dried  and  pound- 
ed makes  a  fine  white  meal«  Its  flavonr  is  not  jinlike  that  of 
aniseed,  though  less  pungent.   From  one  to  four  of  these 
knobbed  roots  are  attaehed  te  a  single  stem  whieh  rises  to 
the  hei^t  of  three  or  four  feet,  «nd  it  jointed^  smooth,  ey- 
lindrie,  and  has  several  smaD  pednneles»  one  at  eaoh  joint 
above  the  sheathing  leaf.  Its  eolour  is  a  de^  green,  as  is 
also  that  of  the  lea&  whieh  is  sheathing,  sei^sile,  and  poU- 
partite,  the  divisions  being  long  and  narrow.   The  flowers, 
whieh  are  now  in  Uoom,  are  small  and  numerous,  with 
wUte  and  umbelliflB»mis  petals:  there  are  no  root  leaves. 
As  soon  as  the  seeds  have  matured,  the  roots  of  the  present 
year  as  well  as  the  stem  dedine,  and  are  renewed  in  the  sue- 
oeedii^  spring  from  the  little  knot  whieh  linites  the  roots. 
The  sunflower  is  also  abundant  here,  and  the  seeds,  whieh 
are  now  ripe,  are  gathered  in  eon^derable  quantities^  and 
afl^  being  pounded  and  grabbed  between  smooth  stones, 
ftfm  a  kited  of  meal,  whieh  is  a  favourite  dish  among  the 


After  #Bner  we  eontinned  our  route  and  were  soon  met 

Jiw  a  parly  of  young  men  on  horsebaek,  who  turned  with  us 

a»d  went  to  &e  village.    As  soon  as  we  were  within  sight  of 

iU  Cuneahwaitrequested  that  we  would  diseharge  our  gunsj 

tiMmm  w^re  therefore  drtiwn  upinasmgle  rankf  «^d|^TO 

vo*.  I.  d  H 
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a  ramli^  ire  ef  two  roaiidi»  to  die  great  satisfMtloB  of  tlift 
Iiidikns.    We  then  proeeeded  totbe  eaeampaieBt  where  we 
arriTed  aboot  six  o'eleek,  and  were  eoadaeted  to  die  leatho* 
lodge  in  the  eentre  of  thirty*two  others  Made  ofbradk.  Ite 
baggage  was  arranged  near  this  tenl,  whieh  eaptiiQ  Lewis 
oeeupiedy  and  surrounded  by  those  of  the  nMa  so  as  to  seeoro 
HfronpHfa^^.    This  eamp  was  in  a  beaatHhi  saooth  mem- 
dow  near  the  rirer.  and  about  three  miles  above  their  eamp 
when  we  ilrst  tislted  the  Indians.    We  here  fmnd  Colter, 
who  had  been  sent  bj  eaptain  CSarlKe  with  a  note  apprising 
us  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  a  pussago  bj  water,  and  that 
the  most  praetieable  route  seemed  to  be  that  nuentioned  by 
his  guide,  towards  the  north.    Whatever  road  we  meant  to 
take,  it  was  now  oeeessary  to  piw^rtde  ourselves  with  hor- 
ses; we  therefore  iirfbrmed  Cameahwait  of  oar  fartention  ef 
going  to  the  great  river  beyond  the  moantains,  and  that  wa 
would  wish  to  purehase  twenty  more  horses:  he  siM  the  Ma- 
netarees  had  stolen  a  great  number  of  their  horses  this  ^rfaig^ 
but  he  still  hoped  they  eonM  spare  as  that  aumber.  In  erder 
not  to  loose  the  present  fiivourahle  moment,  aad  to  keep  the 
Indians  as  eheerful  as  possible,  the  violins  were  brongflt  ant 
and  our  men  daneed  to  the  great  diversion  of  the  Indiant. 
This  mirth  was  the  more  weleome  beoause  oar  situalion  was 
not  preeisely  that  wUeh  would  most  dispoee  ns  fer  gayety,  fior 
we  have  only  a  little  parehed  eom  to  eat,  and  oar  meana  of 
subsistenee  or  of  suoeess,  depend  on  the  wavering  temper  of 
the  natives,  who  may  ehange  their  miado  to-morrow. 

The  Shoshonees  are  a  small  tribe  of  the  nation  eaBed 
Snake  Indians,  a  vague  denominatiott,  whieh  emtraeea  sif 
once  the  inhabitants  of  the  southern  parts  ^  the 
mountains  and  of  the  jdains  on  eaeh  side.    The 
vrith  whom  we  now  are,  amount  to  about  one  handrod ' 
riors,  and  three  times  that  number  of  women  and  ^ 
Within  their  ovm  reeolleetion  th^  formerfy  Mved  itt'tke 
plains,  but  they  have  been  ifriven  hito  the  iowantl^tti  iff  tte 
Pawkeesy  or  the  rovbig  la£ans  nf  the  SasoMAawiiu^  tti 
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are  now  aUiged  toTisit  oeemoMlly,  liad  kjr  atealtb,  (he 
•ouatiy  of  their  aaeestors.  llieir  liTes  are  indeed  migra* 
tary.  FroDi  the  middle  of  May^to  the  begiBning  oi  8e[p* 
tembery  di^  reiide  on  the  waters  of  the  Coiumlua,  where 
they  eoneider  themaelves  pevlbeliy  seeure  fron  the  Paw* 
keet  who  haye  nefep  yet  fenad  their  way  to  that  retreat. 
Durhig  this  tine  Ihey  tabeitt  eliiefly  on  sahMay  aad  as  that 
'  ith  disanieare  oa  the  appreaeh  of  aatoaw,  they  are  oblq^ 
to  seek  sabsisteaee  elsewhere.  Tiiey  thea  eross  the  ridge 
to  the  waters  of  the  llissouri»  down  whidi  they  proceed 
slowly  aad  eaotiottslyf  till  they  are  J^aed  near  the  three 
tefcs  by  other  baads^  eittier  ^  their  owa  nation  or  of  the 
Ilatheads,  with  whois  they  assoeiate  against  the  eommon 
enemy.  Being  now  strong  in  numbers,  they  irentnre  to  hunt 
bttffkloe  in  the  piafais  eastward  of  the  mountains,  near  whieh 
they  qpead  the  winter,  till  the,  retam  of  the  salmon  infites 
them  to  the  Colmnbia.  Bat  sneh  is  their  terror  ^f  the  Paw* 
kees,  that  as  long  as  tlM^  ean  obtain  the  seantiest  subsist- 
ence, they  do  not  leaTe  tlie  interior  rf  the  mountains;  and 
as  sooa  as  tli^  eolleet  a  large  stoek  of  dried  meat,  ihey 
again  retreat^  aad  thas  alternately  obtaining  their  food  at 
the  haaard  of  tlmir  liyesy  aad  hiding  themselves  to  eoiisuaielt« 
In  this  loose  and  wandering  ensienee  they  suffer  the  ex^* 
tremesof  wan^  for  two  thirds  of  the  year  tliey  are  forced  to 
Uve  in  the  mowitaiBS,  passing  whok  weeks  without  meat, 
aad  with  nothing  to  eat  bat  a  few  fish  aad  roots.  Nor  can 
miy  tbiag  be  imagiaed  mcNPC  wretched  than  their  condition 
at  the  present  time,  when  the  salmon  is  fast  retiring,  wlien 
roots  are  becMdi^  scarce,  and  they  haye  not  yet  acquired 
strength  to  haaard  an  encounter  with  ihm  enemies.  80 
insensible  are  they  however  to  these  calamities,  that  the 
Shoshonees  are  not  only  cheerful  but  even  gay;  and  their 
aharaeter,  which  is  more  iateresting  than  that  of  any  Indians 
we  have  seen,  has  in  it  much  of  the  dignity  of  raisfettune. 
b  ih»it  faitercourse  with  strangers  they  are  frank  and  con^- 
anfdM&Ta^ia  thmr  deaUngs  porfectfy  fhiTi  nothavo  we  had 
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imiag  mt  stij  wHk  ^bmth  mj  Ttmmm  to  siiqieet  that  Urn 
AqilAj  of  all  Mr  new  mad  vahiable  WMlthf  hmt  tosptei 
tlMmuitoatli^^MtofdklMDa^.  WUle  tlMjInTegeaa- 
rally  ihared  with  us  the  IHtk  they  ponei0»  they  h^n  al* 
ways  abttaiaed  from  beggiag  aay  thfaig  fr«B  u*  Wi& 
their  liTeUaett  of  temper,  they  are  fimd  of  gaa^^  drestet^ 
and  of  all  torti  <^  amateBM&tSf  partieofaurl^  to  gaa^s  rf 
hazard;  and  like  most  ladiaas  fond  of  boatttag  of  their  owm 
warlike  e^oiti,  whedMr  real  or  fletitioaa.  la  their  eea- 
duet  towards  oarselTes,  they  were  Uad  aad  dUi|^Bg»  aad 
though  oa  oae  oeeasioB  they  seeaied  wi&iag  to  aegleet  as» 
yet  we  seaieely  kaew  how  to  Uaiae  the  treatiaeat  by  wUek 
we  snlBEBred,  whoa  we  reeoUeeted  how  few  eiTiliaed  ehieb 
would  hare  hasarded  the  eomforts  or  the  sabsistoaee  of 
their  people  for  the  sake  of  a  few  straagers.  This  aaali- 
aessofeharaetermayeaaseorita^y  be  fenied  by  the  aa- 
tare  of  thefa*  goreraaient^  whieh  is  perfeetly  free  Cmbi  aay 
restraiat.  Eaeh  iodiYidaal  is  his  owa  autster^  aad  the  oaly 
eoatrol  to  whteh  his  oondiiet  is  soljeetodf  is  &e  adriee  rf 
a  ehief  sapported  by  his  iaflueaeo  orer  the  opiaioas  ^  the 
rest  of  the  tribe.  The  ehief  Uatself  is  iafisetaoaMirethaa 
the  4\iost  eoafideati^  persoa  aasaag  the  warriorst  a  raak 
aeither  distiDgaished  by  any  ezteraal  hoaor,  aor  faiTestod 
by  any  eeremony,  bat  gradaally  aofaired  fima  the  good 
wishes  of  his  eompanions  aad  by  soperior  aierit.  Sneh  aa 
officer  has  therefore  strietly  no  power;  he  aiay  reeommead  or 
adTise  or  inflaeaee,  bat  his  eomaiands  haTo  ao  e^et  oa  thoae 
who  ineline  to  dtsobeyt  and  who  may  at  any  time  withdraw 
from  their  yolantary  allegiaaee*  Bis  shadowy  aathsri^whicfc 
eannot  sarviye  /  the  eoaldeaee  whieh  supports  iff  <rftea  die- 
eays  with  the  personal  figoar  of  the  ehief,  or  is  traasfiur^ 
to  some  mcHre  fortanato  or  fa?oaritohero« 

In  their  domestieeeoaoB^f  the  man  iseqoally  soTorriga. 
The  man  is  the  sole  proprietor  of  his  Wires  aad  dan^ten» 
aad  can  barter  them  away,  or  di^se  of  them  ia  aqy  maa 
ner  he  amy  think  proper*  Thio  ehildrea  avo  seUoai  ostfoetr 
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t4;  ike  h9if%,  pwrtieriariy^  som  beorao^e  ttuir  own  MAsteft; 
tkqr  an  never  whipped,  for  they  saj  that  it  breaks  their  i|^« 
vity  and  thai  after  being  flogged  they.never  reeover  their  in* 
dqpieiideiiee  eff  nind*  even  when  they  grew  to  maiiheed.  A 
ploraUly  of  wives  is  veiy  eommoai  bat  diese  aye  not  g^ie* 
rally  sbtcurs,  ae  among  the  Minnetareea  and  Mandans»  but 
are  pnrehased  of  different  fbthers.  Hie  infhnt  daughters 
are  otUn  betrothed  by  the  fiilher  to  mmi  who  are  grown^ 
either  for  themselves  or  for  their  seas»  for  whom  they  ar6 
desiroos  of  providing  wives.  The  eompeasation  to  die 
fiither  is  iisiial](y  npade  ia  horses  or  mnles;  and  the  girl  r^ 
mains  vrith  her  parei^  till  the  i^  of  pobertyfWhieh  is  thir- 
teen or  foorteenf  when  she  is  sarrendered  to  her  husband, 
▲t  the  same  tone  the  father  often  makes  a  present  to  the 
hnsband  equal  to  what  he  had  formevly  received  as  the 
priee  of  his  daiughter,  though  this  retnm  is  optional  vrith  her 
parent.  Sae%|awea  had  been  eontraeied  in  this  way  before 
die  was  lakra  prisonMrf  and  when  we  brouf^  her  baek^ 
her  betrothed  was  stiU  living«  Althouf^  he  was  double  ^e 
age  of  Saei\}aweaf  and  had  two  other  wivesy  he  elaimed  her^ 
but  on  finding  diat  she  had  a  ehild  by  her  new  husbandf 
ChaboneaUf  he  relinquished  his  pretensions  and  said  hi^  did 
not  want  her. 

The  ehasdty  i^  the  wraMU  does  not  appear  to  be  held 
in  mueh  estimation.  The  husband  will  finr  a  triflili^  pre* 
sent  lend  his  wife  for  a  n%ht  to  a  stranger,  and  the  loan 
may  be  pn^raeted  by  inereadng  the  value  of  the  present. 
Tet  strange  as  it  may  seem,  notwithstanding  this  foiulity, 
any  eennezion  of  this  kind  not  authmzed  by  the  husband, 
iseonsidered*h]gbly  ofibnsive  and  quite  as  disgraceful  to 
his  eharaoter  as  the  same  lieeatiottsness  in  eiviUaed  socie- 
ties. The  Shoshonees  are  not  so  importunate  in  volnntew- 
SQg  the  services  of  their  wives  as  we  found  the  Sioux  were^ 
and  indeed  we  observed  among  them  some  women  who  ap- 
peared to  be  held  in  more  req^t  than  those  of  any  nation 
we  had  seen.    But  the  mass  of  the  females  are  eondiNnne^f 
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•M^nidgery.  WbM tk0 tribe  it  stalloaary,  Omj  mBmI 
th«  M«tt,  ttB<  tMkitksj  MUlte  iwlst  dFMi  the  ridM  Mi 
maka  rie4Ui«;  Mlket  tlM  weed,  aad  Mdit  in  taU^;  mto 
•fthe  hersM  m  Ike  rental  tkey  leed  the  henet  aad  ha^e 
the  ehai^Q  of  dU  the  iMflpige.  The  eoly  b«sfaeteefthe 
mu  k  to  fight;  he  On-elbre  takes  ea  hinectf  the  eare  of 
his  bene,  the  eraqpairfeB  <tf  hie  warfive)  bat  he  wiH  deeeead 
to  ao  ether  kbeartbaata  hart  aad  teftih.  He^umddeoatider 
himself  degraded  by  faeiag  eaaipelled  te  walk  aay  dielaaee; 
aad  were  he  se  peer  astapeeeess  ealy  tweherees^  he  weald 
ride  the  beet  of  theai»  awl  leave  the  after  fbr  Ids  wiiras  aad 
AUdrea  aad  tikdr  h^g^age;  aad  tf  he  has  tee  naay  whree 
w  tec  Bweh  baggage  fer  the  herse»  the  wites  IwTe  ao  ai- 
tarai^Te  but  te  ^Uew  Urn  ea  Ibeti  they  are  aet  hewefw 
often  redaeed  ta  those  extraaOties,  fsr  their  stoA  ef 
horses  is  wry  aaq^e«  Notwithstaiidbig  their  losses  dds 
spring  they  stiB  hate  at  least  sevm  haadred,  aneag 
whieh  aroaboat  forty  eohst  aad  half  dyrt  annber  of  asafee. 
There  are  no  horses  here  whieh  eaa  be  eoasidered^ms  ^i^M^ 
wehawseeatwoonly  ontMssidoof  theMasalesfcdl  ri?er 
whieh  were  withoat  owners*  aad  otea  those  alAoagh  shy, 
showed  oTery  mark  of  hayiag  beea  oaee  in  the  posscssitm 
of  num.  The  origiaal  stoek  was  proeored  flroai  the  8pa- 
aiardSf  bat.they  now  raise  their  own.  The  horses  are  ge- 
aerally  Tery  daoy  9t  a  good  siaot  Tlgoreas  aad  patieBt  ef 
fhtigae  as  w^  at  hanger.  Eaeh  warrior  has  oae  or  two 
tied  ta  a  stake  aeto  Us  hat  both  iny  aad  night,  so  as  to  bo 
always  prepared  for  aetioa.  The  teales  are  obtained  in  the 
eoorse  of  trade  firom  the  Spaaiardsy  with  whose  braadi 
soTeral  of  than  are  auirkedy  or  stolen  ftom  them  by  fte 
flpontlerlndiaBs.  Thsy  are  ftodaest  antmab  of  that  kind 
we  have  ever  seen,  and  at  this  ^taaee  fhim  the  Spaaiah 
ebonies  are  very  highfy  ▼alned.  The  worst  are  eoasidcr^ 
od  as  worth  the  prioe  of  two  horses,  aad  a  good  male  eaaaoC 
he  obtaiaed  for  less  than  three  and  some&aes  foarherse& 
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artiehfl  whiiriif  like  tliemiilet»  ewne  frem  the  BpMidi  eelo* 
nm*  The  9IiM^<m>«^»  ^  ^lu^  ^^7  ®w  reach  these  set* 
tlMie&tB  in  tea  days'  laareh  bjr  the  roate  of  the  Tettew* 
sloae  riYe^  hot  we  leadUy  pereeive  that  the  Spaniards 
are  by  «e  ineavs  favoarites.  They  eoiD|iIaia  that  the  Spa- 
aiards  r^kse  to  kt  them  hare  Are  arms  under  pretenee 
that  these  dangeroas  weapons  will  only  induee  then  to  kill 
taeh  other«  In  the  meantuttOf  say  the  ^oshosiieesy  we  are 
MTt  to  the  mor^  of  the  Minnetarees^  who  haTing  anB% 
plnndor  them  of  their  horses*  and  pat  them  to  deadi  with* 
eat  mer^.  <«Bat  this  skoaU  not  be^'*  said  Cameahwait 
ioreely»  «<  if  we  had  guns,  ivrtead  of  hiding  oorselTes  in 
the  mountains  and  HTing  tike  the  hews  on  roots  and  ber- 
ries* we  wonld  then  go  down  and  Uto  in  die  baflUoe  eoaa- 
try  in  spite  of  our  enensios,  whom  we  noTor  Ibar  when  we 
meet  m  e%aal  terms," 

As  war  is  the  eUrfoeeiq^ony  bwyety  is  the  irst  Yir* 
tue  among  the  fihodionees.    None  ean  hope  to  be  distin- 
gmshed  wi&out  hafing  given  pro<rfii  of  it»  nor  ean  there  be 
any  prefermentf  or  iniuenee  among  the  natim^  without 
some  warlike  aehieTMnent.    Those  important  eyents  whieh 
giTo  reputadm  to  a  warriiirt  and  whieh  entitle  hhn  to  a 
new  name*  are  killing  a  white  bear*  stealing  indiTidually 
Ae  horses  of  the  memy*  lea^ng  out  a  party  who  hi^pen 
to  be  sueeessfol  either  in  plunderfaig  horses  or  destroying 
the  enemy 9  and  lastiy  soalping  a  warrior.    These  aots  seem 
of  nearly  e%ual  dignky,  but  the  last*  that  of  taking  an  ene- 
my's sealp*  is  an  honour  quite  independent  of  the  aet  of 
/Tanqttisbfng  him.    To  hill  your  adTorsary  is  of  no  import* 
anee  ualc^  the  sealp  k  brea|pbt  from  the  field  of  battle^ 
9mA  were  a  warrior  to  slsy  any  number  of  his  enemies  hi 
netiott*  and  others  were  to  obtain  the  sealps  or  first  tom^ 
tim  dead*  they  wonld  haye  all  the  henoursy  slnee  they  haTO 
lionso(tf  the  trophy. 
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AHlHiiigh  tbm  qipnsted  by  the  BffauieUre^ 
MMwe  sdH  a  very  milHmry  people.    Their  eoM  and  nig- 
fed  eontrj  kraret  then  te  fhtigne;  dwir  hmg  dbstiiieaee 
Bakes  them  mii^rt  the  daagen  of  momitalB  warfiu^  tad 
worn  dowa  as  ve  saw  theni»  bj  waat  of  sastenaaee,  haTo 
a  lookofiereeaad  adventiiroaseoaragek    The-ehoshoaee 
warrior  always  fights  on  horsebaek;  he  possesses  a  few  bad 
gens»  whieh  are  reserved  exeliulTely  for  war»  bat  Us  eon- 
BOD  anns  are  the  bow  aad  arroWf  a  sUeM,  a  laaee  aad  a 
weapon  ealledby  the  CMppewaysy  by  whom  it  was  tbnkeAj 
asedy  the  poggaaiofgf^.    The  bow  is  made  ef  eedar  or  pfaie 
oofered  on  the  oater  side  widi  sinews  and  ^ne.  It  is  aboat 
two  and  a  half  feet  longf  and  does  not  Aflbr  in  shape  from 
those  used  by  the  Sioax,  Mandaas  and  BUnnetarees.   gome- 
tiaiesy  howerery  the  bow  is  made  6t  a  single  pieee  of  the 
h<mi  of  an  elk»  eovered  on  the  baek  IttBe  those  of  wood  wiik 
sinews  and  glne»  aad  oecasionally  ornamented  by  a  stiraad 
wroogfat  of  poreupine  qniUs  aad  siaews^  whieh  is  wrapped 
rooad  the  horn  near  its  two  eads.    The  bows  made  of  dm 
horns  of  the  bighomy  are  stffl  more  priaedf  and  are  Ibrmed 
by  eementing  with  ^ne  flat  pieees  of  the  horn  together, 
eoToring  the  baek  with  sinews  aad  (^QOt  aad  loading  the 
whole  with  an  nnusnal  qaantity  of  ornaments.    The  arrowa 
resemUe  those  of  the  other  ImUaas  exeept  hi  beiag  more 
slender  than  any  we  haye  sera.    Tliey  are  eoataiaedy  widi 
the  implements  for  striking  fire,  in  a  narrow  qaiyer  fbrmed 
of  diffiNrent  kinds  of  skhi»  though  that  of  the  otter  soeau  to 
be  preferred.    It  k  just  long  enough  to  proteet  the  arrowa 
from  the  weather^  aad  is  wiMra  on  the  baek  by  meaas  rf  m 
strap  passing  oyer  the  ri|^t  shoaUer  aad  andorthe  kft 
arm.    The  shidd  is  a  eirealar  pie#e  of  baflUoe  hide  aboa* 
two  feet  fear  or  fire  iaehes  ia  tiameter,  oraameated  wilii 
feathers,  and  a  fringe  round  it  of  dressed  lealhWf  aad 
adorned  or  defermed  with  paintingscrf  strange  figures.  Urn 
buflhtoe  hide  is  perfeetly  proof  agahist  a^y  arrow,  lastisi 
the  minds  at  the  Shoshoaoes,  its  power  to  proteet  Ikma  la 
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iUeijf  dMrireA  from  tlM  virCiifs  wkidk  w  tumttamioinUi 
ttkbythe^vMAaaftjagglers*  To  make  »sktoM  ifii> 
deed  «ae  tf  Iheip  inost  mportMit  e«remoBies:  it  begins  hy  a 
^  lo^wUdi  aK  die  wavriorft,  oM  men  aad  jugglers  are 
After  Uie  repasts  k^  is^dugifl  tke greaad  abeat 
inehes  in  depth  and  ef  the  same  diameter  as  tiM 
iiieaded  shialds  iata  Hkh  hele  red  het  stones  are  threswrn 
and  water  poured  oirer  tkem,  till  they  emit  a  very  •  stong 
het  steam.  The  bafUoe  skin,  vrhidi  mast  be  the  entire 
hide  of  a  male  two  years  old»  and  never  suffered  todry  shiee 
k  waa  token  flrom  the  animal)  le  now  laid  aeross  the  hdte, 
milk  tike  fleshy  dMte  to  the  groand,  and  stretelied  in  every 
dHipeetion  by  ae  many  as  ean  take  hold  of  it.  As  the  skfai 
beeomes  heatedy  ^  hair  separates  anA  is  taken  off  by  the 
hand;  ttt  ait  last  the  skhi  is  eontraeted  into  the  eompass  de« 
•ignediMr  the  skiM.  It  is  tlien  taken  off  and  placed  on  a 
ibide  prepared  hito  parehment,  and  then  povnded.  daring  the 
rest  of  tiw  festival  by  the  bare  heeb  of  those  who  are  invi* 
imA  t#  It.  Thio  operatimi  sometimes  eontinttes  for  several 
4ayB^  after  wiash  it  is  delivered  to  the  proprietor,  and  de* 
€lnred  by  tim^oM  men  ud  jagf^rs  to  bo  a  seenrity  agimst 
sws;  and  provided  the  feast  has  been  sntisfhetofy,  against 
t  the  bttH^ts  of  their  enemies.  Sneh  is  the  delusion^ 
tlMit  ma^y  of  the  inAus  inqdieitfy  believe  that  thb  cere- 
mony has  given  to  the  sMMd  Bnpematnnyi  powers,  and  that 
they  teve  no  longer  to  fear  any  weapons  of  their  enemies* 

The  pi^gamoggOB  is  an  instrument,  eonristin^  of  a  hmi- 
die  twen^two  ineheo  long,  madis  of  wood,  covered  wMi 

'  dressed  leather  aboot  the  size  of  a  whip-handle:  at  one  end 
is  •  thong  of  two  bodies  in  lei^h,  whteh  is  tied  to  a  ronnd 
nimse  weif^ing  two  pomids  and  held  in  a  cover  of  leather:  wst 
Aa  other  end  iaa  loop  of  the  sanw  material,  which  is  pas« 
nmd  ronnd  the  wrist  so  as  to  secure  the  hold  of  the  instre- 
mnantt  with  vrhieh  they  strike  a  very  sovereUow.  - 

Basideo  those,  they  have  a  kin4  of  armonr  simiething 

*  yiM.»oo«t  <tf  maa^whldi  i»ferme#by  a  groat  iArimyfeMs 
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of  drafted  aatekpe  skins«  united  by  meus  of  a  od^an  of 
gloo  and  sand.  With  this  they  eoTor  their  own  bodies  aid 
tliote  of  their  liorseg,  and  find  it  iaperviout  to  the  arrow. 

The  eapariton  of  their  hones  is  a  halter  and  a  sadde: 
the  first  is  either  a  rope  of  sLk  or  seTon  strands  of  bufhloe 
hair  platted  or  twisted  together^  about  the  sine  of  a  bmus's 
finger  and  of  great  strengtb;  or  merely  a  Uiongof  raw  hido* 
BBAde  pliant  by  pounding  and  robbing;  thonf^  the  first  Und 
k  mneh  preferred.  The  halter  is  Tory  long»  and  is  uovor 
taken  fkum  the  neek  of  die  horse  when  in  eonstant  me* 
One  end  of  it  is  first  tied  round  the  neek  in  a  knot  and  then 
Inrooght  dowu  to  the  under  jawt  round  whieh  it  b  iismed 
into  a  simple  nooses  passing  through  the  mouth:  it  i*  then 
drawn  up  on  tiM  rif^t  side  and  lield  by.  the  rider  in  his  left 
]iand»  while  the  rest  traUs  after  him  to  some  distanee.  At 
other  times  the  Iwot  is  formed  atalitde  distanee  from  one 
of  the  ends,  so  as  to  let  that  end  ser?e  as  a  bridle^  wUle  the 
other  trails  on  the  ground.  With  these  eordsdaagimg  along 
aide  <tf  them  the  horse  is  put  to  his  fidA  speed  wMhoutfimr  tf 
fkUingt  and  when  he  is  turned  to  graae  the  noose  is  merely 
taken  frmn  his  mouth.  The  saddle  is  fommd  like  t^  peek- 
saddles  used  by  the  Frenoh  and  Hpaniards»  of  two  flat  thin 
boards  whieh  fit  the  sides  of  the  horse»  and  are  kept  toge- 
ther by  two  eross  pieees,  one  belbre  and  the  other  behind^ 
which  rise  to  a  eonsiderable  height,  ending  sometimes  in  a 
fiat  point  extending  outwards,  and  always  making  the  sad- 
dle deep  and  narrow.  Under  this  a  pieee  of  buffidoe  dun, 
with  the  hair  on,  is  pkeed  so  as  to  prevent  the  rubbMgof  the 
boards,  and  when  they  mount  they  throw  a  ^eee  of  skia  or 
robe  oyer  the  saddle,  whieh  has  no  pernmnent  eoyer.  Wben 
stirrups  are  used»  they  eonsist  of  wood  eoTored  with  lea- 
dier;  but  stirrups  and  saddles  are  eonTenienees  reswredftr 
old  men  and  women.  The  young  warriors  rarely  use  a^y 
thing  except  a  small  leather  pad  stuflfed  with  hair^  and  oe- 
euredby  a  girth  made  of  a  leathern  thon^.  Intkiswayaey 
ride  with  greujt  expertnoi«»  aod  they  kayo  a  i 
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tbHif  in  Mtehiag  the  horse  whm  he  is  nmAing  at  large.  If 
be  will  DOt  imflnediately  sabmit  when  they  wish  to  take 
him,  they  make  a  noose  in  the  rope,  and  although  the  horse 
may  be  at  a  distanee,  or  even  running,  rarely  fail  to  fix  it  on 
Us  neok;-and  saeh  is  the  dorility  of  the  animal,  that  how- 
•Ter  unruly  he  may  seem,  he  surrenders  as  soon  as  he  feels 
the  rope  on  Urn.  This  eord  is  so  useful  in  this  way  that  it  is 
never  dispensed  widi,  even  when  they  use  the  Spanish  bri- 
dle, whieh  they  prefer,  and  always  proeure  when  they  have 
it  in  their  power.  The  horse  beeomes  almost  an  objeet  at 
attachment:  a  favourite  is  frequently  painted  and  his  ears 
eut  into  various  shapes:  the  mane  and  taiU  ;(¥hioh  are  never 
drawn  nor  trimmed,  are  decorated  with  feathers  of  birds^ 
and  sometimes  a  warrior  suspends  at  the  breast  of  his  horse 
the  finest  ornaments  he  possesses. 

.  Thus  armed  and  mounted  the  Shoshonee  is  a  formidable 
enemy,  even  with  the  feeble  weapons  which  he  is  still  oUiged 
to  use.  VThen  they  attack  at  full  speed  they  bend  forward 
and  cover  their  bodies  with  the  shield,  while  with  the  ri|^t 
h^aad  they  shoot  under  the  horses  neefc. 

The  only  artiides  of  metal  wluch  the  Skoshonees  possess 
are  a  Ibw  bad  knives,  some  brass  kettles,  some  bracelets  or 
armbands  of  iron  and  iNntss,  a  fow  buttons  worn  as  orna- 
ments in  their  hair,  mie  or  two  spears  ab^ut  a  foot  in  length, 
and  some  heads  fiHr  arrows  made  of  iron  and  brass.  AU 
tkese  they  had  obtawed  in  tra«&ig  with  the  Crow  or  Rocky 
mountain  ladJanSf  who  live  on  the  Yellowstone.  The  fow 
hridle-bits  and  stirrups  they  procured  firom  the  Spanish  eo« 
Ionics. 

The  instroment  ifHuch  sunpU^  the  placeof  aknife  aamag 
them.  Is  a  ^ee  of  flint  with  no  regular  form,  and  the  sharp 
pari  of  it  not  more  than  one  or  two  indies  long:  the  edge  of 
this  is  renewed,  and  the  flint  itself  is  formed  into  heads  for 
arrows,  by  means  of  the  point  of  a  deer  or  elk  horn,  an  in* 
etrument  which  they  use  with  great  art  and  ingenaitj. 
l%eM  are  no  axes  iv  hatchets;  all  the  wood  being  cat  with 
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ttit  4r  t&-h«Bf  tlie  hAiw  M  viuoli  ig  mhragw  vMdtB  m 
W^tige  IB  8|iliitHig  woed.  Their  utfiisils  Maebt,  fce«i4»t  ilw 
kMU  kettles,  of  pott  m  the  iornofa  jfr,  aaleeidMiror 
ewth,  or  of  a  stoM  foand  in  the  hiilt  betweea  MoJIiim  aai 
JeflbrooB  rifW^  wUeh.  though  aoftud  wfcito hi ite Mteni 
ilale,  jheooitot  Tery  hard  ud  Uaek  after  eipOMuro  io  the 
ire.  ThehofiitorthebaftloeaiMltiwhighorBlivpljrlhoa 

WlthfFMBt. 

The  tro  is  always  kiatted  hy  Moaas  of  a  klwmi  airow, 
aad  a  pseao  of  woM  seagoned  wood  of  a  soil  ywigy  kimAp 
wutk  at  the  wiUow  or  eottonwood. 

T%e  ShodMHiees  are  of  a  dfaaiaatite  otetarot  with  thiok 
flat  feet  and  aakles»  erooked  legs,  aad  arot  goMrally  i 
iagt  worse  fonsed  than  any  aadmi  of  laAaas  weliwre  i 
Their  eomplexion  resembfos  that  of  the  MooXy  and  is  darker 
ttan  that  of  the  Mimetarees,  Maadini,  or  Shawaeos.  Tlie 
hair  in  both  sexes  Is  snftredto  fld  loosely  Ofor  the  fhse 
and  down  the  AodtdenK  some  a(en»  howowr»  Ande  it  hy 
Means  of  thoQgs  of  dressed  leather  or  otter  skin  into  twoeqanL 
qoenes,  whieh  hang  ofer  Ihe  ears  and  are  drawn  in  Apont  of 
the  hody;fant  at  the  yeseat  momenta  when  the  nntion  fang 
ttetedhythelossof  oo  nnuiy  rebHions  kffled  £a  wnr^i 
of  them  have  the  hair  ent  qnite  riiort  hi  the  neek,  4 
nhwait  has  the  hair  eat  short  all  ofw  Us  heal,  this ) 
the  eoslomary  monraing  for  a  deeeased  khidrsd. 

The  dress  of  the  men  oonsistsof  arobe,allnpet»ashiit» 
long  leggiiigs  and  mooeasias.  Hie  robe  is  ibrmed  mast 
eonunonly  of  theskins  of  antolope»  bighorn^  or  dewyti^ngh 
when  it  can  be  proenred^  the  bnflhlse  hide  is  proftned* 
Sometimes  too  they  are  made  oirboav«ry  moonaxyand  small 
woItos,  and  fk*eqaently  daring  the  snmmor  of  oBl  shin. 
These  are  dressed  wiA  the  h^  on,  and  roaeh  aboat  as  law 
as  the  middle  of  the  leg.  Tliey  am  worn  loosely  ofvw  the 
shoolderB,  the  sides  being  at  pleasare  eithor  left 
Amm  tO|^4her  by  the  hand»  aad  in  eoU  weaOer  1 
byagkdle  rsmid  thowaisC.    This^rsbo  answevfthtfor. 
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The  tippet  it  ihd  Hmt^kgant  artiefo  eflMBaiiAnM  m 
kftiw  ^¥€r  teea^  The  neek  «r  collar  of  it  w  m  strip  mbMik 
Imt  «r  fife  4aribe»  #iie»  e«t  frMi  Un  baok  ef  the  etter  tklB, 
tike  Mte  «Md  eye*  ftmoieg  om  extec«ik7;»  anl  the  tiil  t»» 
tflher.  This  being  tkt^flBcd  wJith  the  fbr^>ft,dM]r  «ttMhte 
m»  eigp  of  it»  frem  ene  luendiwi  te  two  hundirea  and  W- 
fjr  Mtlie  rolls  «fenniM  skin^  begfagmieg  wt  the  eer»  and  pre* 
eeedfaig  iewaords «he  tail.  Theae  enaine  skjasere the  saaM 
khid  of  aarnew  strips  from  the  hari&  of  4het  aaiiMAl,  whieh 
are  aewedrenad  a  sati^  eerd  of iarisled  sHkgease  tWekeneagh 
te  nake  the  skin  taper  towards  ike  tail  Vvhieh  kai^  ft4»ai  tha 
end,  aad  are  geaeraily  abeat  the  rise  of  a  large  qailU  These 
aretiedat  the  bead  into  Utile  hwidfos,  of  two»  thiee  or  meeo 
aeeordiag  to  the  eapeiee  of  the  wearer^  aad  then  saspeadeA 
fipom  the  ooUar,  and  a  broad  ft^^  of  enaiae  skia  is  fixed 
so  as  to  eever  the  parts  where  diejrtiaitet  wJueh  aught  have 
a  eoarae  afpe«raaee«  Little  tassels  of  fniiBB  of  the  saane 
laateriais  are  also  fcsteaed  to  >tte  ejctremities  of  the  tail,  so 
as  to  show  its  blaekeolaur  to  greater  advaatage.  Theeea* 
tre  of  the  eoUar  is  further  omamealed  withtheaheMsof  the 
peari  oyMer.  TlUs  aderaed,  the  eoUar  is  worn  close  round 
the  node,  and  OeMtOe  rettsfall  down  ofer  the  shouMeM 
nearly  to  the  watst,  so  as  to  fona  a  sort  .of  short  eloaky 
whieh  has  a  very  haadsome  appearaaee;  These  tappets  are 
very  higUy  esteeMedy  and  are  givea  or  disposed  of  cms  m« 
''poftant  ooeasioasonly.  The  enaiae  is  the  fur  known  to  the 
amrtkwest  traders  by  the  name  of  the  white  weasel,  but  is 
the  genaiae  enaia^  aad  by  eaeoaiaghig  the  Indiaas  to 
take  them*  aui^aodMbt  be  rendered  a  valuable  braaeh 
of  Uttd^  Vliese  aaiflials  laaat  be  very  abundant^  fiir  the 
tippots  are  in  great  aambeta^  aad  the  oenstraetiea  ctf  each 
lequim  at  least  one  h— irsd  risias^ 

The  Afart  is  a  eeveiiBg  of  dressed  ^b  without  the  hakif 
•adAnaad  of  the  hide  if  ihe  aatotope,  deor^AigbMs^  w 
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elk,  thmffli  the  last  is  more  rarely  usrd  thu  My  eOnr 
for  this  purpose.  It  fits  the  body  loosely*  and  reaches  hatf 
way  down  the  thi(^.  The  apertare  at  the  top  is  wide 
enough  to  admk  the  head,  and  has  no  eollar»  but  is  either 
kit  sqvare,  «r  most  freqnently  terminates  in  the  tail  of  the 
animalt  whieh  is  left  entire*  so  as  to  fold  outwards,  though 
sometimes  the  edges  are  eut  into  a  fringe,  and  wnamented 
with  qdBs  of  the  porenfAie.  The  seams  of  the  sUrt  are 
on  the  sides,  and  ar6  riehly  fringed  and  adorned  with  por» 
evpine  quills,  tili  within  five  or  six  inehes*of-the  sfeeTet 
where  it  is  left  open,  as  is  also  tto  under  side  of  the  sleere 
ft^m  the  shoulder  to  die  elbow,  where  it  ftts  eiooely  round 
tiie  anpi  as  low  as  the  wrist,  and  has  no  fringe  like  the 
sides,  ^d  the  under  part  of  the  slee?e  abote  the  elbow.  It 
Is  kept  up  by  wide  shoulder  straps,  on  whieh  the  ownufae- 
turer  displays  his  taste  by  the  variety  of  igores  wrouf^ 
with  poreupine  quills  of  diiferent  eoloursf  and  sometimes 
by  beads  when  they  ean  be  obtained. .  The  lower  end  of  the 
shirt  retains  the  natural  shape  of  the  Ibre  legs  and  neek  of 
the  skin,  with  the  addition  of  a  slight  fringe  the  hair  too 
Is  left  on  the  tail  and  near  the  hooft,  part  of  whicblastis 
retained  and  split  into  a  fringe. 

The  leggings  are  generally  made  of  aAel^e  skins,  dres« 
sed  without  the  hair,  and  with  the  legs,  tail  and  neek  Imng- 
ing  to  them.  Eaeh  legging  is  formed  of  a  ddn  nearly  en- 
tire, and  reaehes  flrom  the  anele  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
thigh,  and  the  legs  of  the  skin  are  tueked  before  and  beUod 
under  a  girdle  round  the  waist.  It  fits  elosely  to  the  I^, 
the  tail  being  worn  upwards,  and  the  neek  highly  omanmit- 
ed  with  fKnge  and  poreupine  quitts,  drags  on  die  ground 
behind  the  heels.  As  the  legs  of  the  animal  are  tied  rowsd 
the  girdle,  the  wide  part  of  the  skin  is  drawn  so  hi|^  as  to 
ooneeal  the  parts  usually  kept  from  tIow,  in  whieh  rospeet 
their  dress  is  much  msf^  deeent  than  that  of  any  nation  of 
in^ns  on  the  Missoari.  The  semns  of  the  leggings  dowa 
the  sidesi  are  also  fringed  ud  omamontodf  MdoeeiisiontWy 
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tfeeoMted  wiih  tofts  of  hair  taken  fk^m  eaemfoi  ivhom  thej 
have  slam.  In  making  all  these  dre8ses»  their  only  thread 
ii  the  sinew  taken  from  the  baeks  and  loins  of  deer,  elk,  bof- 
fiUoey  ^r  any  other  animal. 

The  moeeasin  is  of  the  deer,  elk,  i>r  huffaloe  skin,  dres- 
sed withont  the  hair,  though  in  winter  they  use  the  buflh- 
loe  skin  with  the  hairy  side  inward,  as  do  most  of  the  In- 
dians who  mhabit  the  bnfiUoe  eountry.  like  the  Mandan 
moeeanii,  it  is  made  with  a  single  seam  on  the  enter  edge, 
and  sewed  np  behind,  a  hole  being  left  at  the  instep  to  ad- 
mit the  foot.  It  is  Tarionsly  ornamented  with  figures  wronght 
with  poreopine  qnills^  and  sometimes  the  young  men  most 
ibnd  of  dress,  eoTer  it  with  the  skin  of  a  poleeat,  and  trail 
at  their  heels  the  tail  of  the  animal.  . 

The  dress  of  the  Women  eonsists  of  the  same  articles  as 
that  of  their  husbands.  The  robe  though  smaller  is  worn 
in  Ihe  same  way:  the  moccasins  are  precisely  similar.  The 
shirt  or  chemise  reaches  half  way  down  the  leg^  is  in  the 
same  forn^  except  that  there  is  no  shotildbr-strap,  the  seam 
•oming  quite  up  to  the  shoulder;  though  for  women  who 
giye  suck  both  sides  are  open,  almost  down  to  the  waist.  It 
is  also  ornamented  in  the  same  way  with  the  addition  of  lit- 
tle patches  of  red  cloth,  edged  round  with  beads  at  the  skirts. 
The  chief  ornament  is  over  the  breast,  where  there  are  cu- 
rious figures  made  with  th^  usual  luxury  of  porcupine  quills, 
like  the  men  they  have  a  girdle  round  the  waist,  and  when 
either  sex  wishes  to  disengage  the  arm,  it  is  drawn  up 
through  the  hole  near  the  shoulder,  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  sleeve  thrown  behind  the  body. 

Children  alone  wear  beads  round  their  necks;  grown 
persons  of  both  s^ces  prefer  them  suspended  in  little  bunch- 
es from  the  ear,  and  sometimes  intermixed  with  triangular 
pieces  of  the  shell  of  the  pearl  oyster.  Sometimes  the  men 
tie  them  in  the  same  way  to  the  hair  of  the  forepart  of  the 
head,  and  inorease  the  beauty  of  it  by  adding  the  wings  and 
thdls  of  birds,  and  particularly  the  feathers  tf  the  great  oagle 
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«r«Bl«Mtbii<«rwWiihtlM7ttrettlvewriy'fiQHMl.  Tkeetl- 
Ian  are  Ibmiad  aHhar  of  aaa  thclla  praenred  from  ihmt  x»> 
laAioQa  ta  tliatoadHrattf  ar  of  Ihesweet-tMiiiei  grata  wUek 
grows  in  the  neigfabourhoodi  and  vldeli  they  iwkt  or  j^ak 
ta^edierf  to  tha  tUekaesa  of  aaaa's  iage r«  aaA  lha»  caver 
wkh poraaj^ae  ^pdUla of Twriaua aobrara.  Tkafintaft 
ia  warn  hidiBorimiaately  hj.  bath  aasM»  the  setaad  { 
pally  eanfiaed  to  the  bma,  while  a  attiag  of  alkfs  laika  ia» 
aallarafaaaetpeeaUartia  the  women  and  eUUroik  ^aathwr 
eoUar  worn  by  the  men  is  a  string  of  ronad  bones  lilte  dha 
joints  of  aftsh's  haekf  but  the  eoUar  mart  prefbred*  beeaosa 
mast  hoBonrabler  is  ana  oC  tfm  akws  of  Ae  brawn  boar.  Ta 
UU  one  of  these  aninualsb  as  distiagnidied  an  aahieyament 
as  to  haye  put  to  death  an  eneasy^  and  ia  fiset  with  their  wea* 
pons  is  a  more  dangerous  trial  af  eourage.  These  elawsare 
suspended  on  a  thong  of  dressed  leather^  and  being  oiwa> 
mented  with  beads,  are  worn  round  the  neek  1^  the  warriors 
with  great  pride.  The  m«L  ako  frequently  wear  the  skm  af 
a  to%9  99  a  strip  of  ofter  skin  romid  the  h^  in  thn  form  of 
abandeau* 

la  shortf  the  dress  of  the  Shoshonees  is  as  eonTaaiaat 
and  decent  as  that  of  any  Indians  we  haye  seen^ 

They  have  many  more  ehildren  than  might  hare  been 
expeeted,  eoasideriag  their  preearious  meana  of  support 
and  their  wandering  life.  This  ioeonvenionee  ia  however 
balaneod  by  the  wonderful  faailky  with  whieh  their  females: 
undergo  the  operations  of  ctiild-birth.  Ia  the  BMstadvaneed 
state  of  pregnancy  they  continue  their  usual  ooeupationa» 
whieh  are  scarcely  interrupted  longer  than  the  mia*e  time  of 
Inringing  the  child  into  tlie  world. 

The  old  men  are  few  in  number,  and  do  not  appear  to  be 
treated  with  much  tenderness  or  respect. 

The  tobacco  used  by  the  Shoshonees  is  not  cultivated 
among  them,  but  obtained  from  the  Indian^  of  the  Boehj 
mountains,  and  from  some  of  the  bands  of  their  «wn  natian 
who  live  south  of  them:  it  is  the  same  plant  whieh  to  hi  VM 
among  the  Minnetarees,  Mandans^  and  Biearas* 
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Their  chief  intercourse  with  othdr  nations  seems  to  eon- 
sist  in  their  association  iv\]th  other  Snake  Indians^  and  vfiih  , 
the  Flatheads  when  tU^y  go  eastward  to  hunt  bufialoe^  and 
in  the  oeeasional  visits  made  by  the  Flatheads  to  the  waters 
of  the  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of  fishing*  Their  inter- 
bourse  with  the  Spaniards  is  much  more  rare,  and  it  fur- 
nishes them  with  »  few  articles,  such  as  mules^  and  some 
bridlet^  and  other  ornaments  for  horses^  which,  as  weU  as 
some  of  their  kitehen  utensils,  are  alsQ  famished  by  the 
bands  of  Snake  Indians  from  the  Yellowstone.  The  peai;| 
ornaments  which  they  esteem  so  highly  come  from  other 
bands,  whom  they  represent  as  their  friends  and  rela^ons^ 
liying  to  the  southwest  beyond  the  barren  plains  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mountains:  these  relations  they  say  inh^l^t 
a  good  eountry^  abounding  with  elk,  deer,  bear,  and  ante^ 
lope,  where  horses  and  mules  are  much  more  abundant  than 
they  are  here,  or  to  nse  their  own  expression,  as  numerous 
as  the  grass  of  the  plains. 

The  names  of  the  Indians  raries  in  the  course  of  their  ^ 
life:  originally  given  in  childhood,  from  the  mere  necessity 
of  distinguishing  objeets,  or  from  some  accidental  resem-  ' 
blanee  to  external  olrfeets,  the  young  warrior  is  impatient  to 
change  it  by  some  achierement  of  his  own.  Any  important 
event,  the  stealing  of  horses,  the  scalping  an  enemy,  or  kil- 
ling a  brown  bear,  entitles  him  at  once  to  a  new  name  wRich 
he  then  selects  for  himself,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the  nation. 
Sometimes  the  two  names  subsist  together:  thus,  the  chief 
Cameahwait,  whieh  means,  **  one  who  never  walks,^  has  the 
wur  name  of  Tooetteeone,  or  **  black  gun,^'  which  he  ac* 
quired  when  he  first  signalized  himself*  As  each  new  ac- 
tion gives  a  warrior  a  right  Xo^  <)hange  his  name,  many  of 
them  haye  had  sevenJ  in  the  course  of  their  (ives.  To  give 
to  a  fHend  hil  own  name  is  an  act  of  high  courtesy,  and  a 
pledge  like  that  of  pulling  off  the  moecasin  of  sincerity  and  ^ 
hos^tnlity.  .The  ehief  in  this  way  gave  his  name  to  cap- 
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tftiii  Clarke  irheii  he  first  arrivedy  and  be  was  aftenrtrti 
kaowD  among  the  Sfaoshonees  by  the  name  of  Cameabwalt 
Hie  diseases  ineident  to  this  state  of  Hfe  may  be  sop* 
posed  to  be  few,  and  ebielly  the  result  of  aoeidents.  Ve 
were  particularly  anxious  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  anjr 
knowledge  of  the  venereal  disorder.  After  mqoiring  Ay 
means  of  the  interpreter  and  his  wife,  we  learnt  that  they 
ftometimes  suflTered  fh>m  it,  and  that  they  most  usuaUy  Sib 
wUh  it;  nor  eoidd  we  diseover  what  was  their  remedy.  Itte 
possBde  that  thh  disease  may  have  reached  them  in  their 
dreoitous  eommnnicatlons  with  the  whites  through  the  in- 
termediate Indians^  bnt  the  situation  of  the  l^osbonees  h 
io  insulated,  (hat  it  is  not  probable  that  it  eould  haver  ribaeh- 
ed  them  in  that  way,  and  the  existence  of  tfuch  a  fiftoHlcr 
among  the  Rocky  mountains  seems  radier  a  fMof  Wt  itk 
Mngabor^inal. 
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Tkc  fVijp  af^erpTQMirfpg  hones  from  the  Shoshonees,  proceed  on  th^r  joitni^ 
through  the  mouDtaini— The  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  roate— A  eoon- 
cil  held  with  another  hand  of  the  Shoshonees,  of  whom  some  aecount  is 
giTeii— They  are  reduced  to  t&e  neoessitjr  of  killing  their  horses  for  food"* 
Captain  Clarke  with  a  small  parQr  precedes  the  mam  he^  ia  quest  of  tao4t 
and  is  hospiMUj  received  hj  the  VSerced-tiose  Indiana— ArriTal  of  the  mab^ 
tiofly  %moDStt  tikis  IrihCy  with  whom  a  oouncU  is  held— They  resolre  to>  pev* 
form  the  remainder  of  their  journey  in  eanoes — Sickness  of  the  party—They 
descend  the  Kooskooskee  to  its  junction  with  Lewis  river^  after  passing  sere- 
tal  dangerous  rapids — Short  description  of  the  manners  and  dress  of  ^ 
fSeroed-noae  Indians. 

AagQst  27.  Wb  were  now  ooeapied  in  deterniiiiiiig  ow 
iroate  and  (nreofiriiig  horses  from  the  Indiaos.  The  old  guide 
who  ImA  be^  sent  on  by  eaptain  Clarket  bow  eonfirmedf  hj 
means  of  our  interpreter)  what  he  had  already  asserted^  <^ 
%  road  up  Berry  ereek  whieh  would  leaid  to  Indian  establish* 
pients  on  another  braneh  of  the  Columbia:  bis  reports  how- 
pyer  were  eontradieted  by  all  the  Shoshonees.  This  repre- 
sentation we  aseribed  to  a  wish  on  their  part  to  keep  us  with 
^em  during  the  winter,  as  well  for  the  proteetion  we  might 
lifford  against  their  enemies,  as  for  the  purpose  of  consuming 
f  If  r  merchandise  amongst  them;  and  as  the  old  man  promised 
ip  coiiduet  us  himself,  that  route  seemed  to  be  the  most  eli* 
gible.  We  were  able  to  procure  some  horses,  though  not 
enough  for  all  our  purposeSii  This  traffic,  and  our  inquiries  and 
pouiiells  with  t]t|ielfi4ians,  conspmed  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

A^^H  ^3*  The  purchase  of  horses  was  resumed,  and  our 
atoek  r^ise4  to  ^weply-two.  Having  now  crossed  more  than 
^lee  at^  cf  uiptry  wbi^h  separajtes  the  head  waters  of  the 
]|fiPfi<Mir^  ffom  (l^se  of  the  Columbia,  we  can  designate  the 
^i^st  ^a4  iiioft  ^qpeditjious  route  for  a  portage:  it  ib  as 
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From  the  forks  of  the  river  north  60^  westy  fire  niks 
to  the  point  of  a  hill  on  the  right:  then  sooth  80^  west,  tct 
miles  to  a  spot  where  the  ereek  is  ten  miles  wide,  and  the 
highlands  approach  within  two  hundred  yards;  southwest 
five  miles  to  a  narrow  part  of  the  bottom;  then  tnmii^ 
south  7bo  west*  two  miles  to  a  creek  on  the  right:  thenee 
south  80^  westy  three  miles  to  a  rocky  point  opposite  to  m 
thicket  of  pines  on  the  left:  from  that  place  west,  three 
miles  to  the  gap  where  is  the  fountain  of  the  Missouri:  en 
leaTing  this  fountain  south  80*^  west,  six  mOes  across  the 
dividing  ridge,  to  a  run  from  the  right  passing  several  smdl 
streams  north  80^  west*  four  miles  over  hilly  gronnd  to  the 
'  east  fork  of  Lewis's  river,  which  is  h^re  forty  yarda  w.ide. 
Thursday  29.  Captain  Clarke  joined  us  thu  mandng, 
and  we  continued  our  bargains  for  horses.    Tlie  late  mis- 
fortunes of  the  Shoshonees  make  the  price  higher  than 
common*  so  that  one  horse  cost  a  pistol,  one  hundred  balls, 
some  powder  and  a  knife;  another  was  changed  for  a  mus- 
ket, and  in  this  way  we  obtained  twenty-nine.    The  horses 
themselves  are  young  and  vigorous,  but  they  are  very  poor, 
and  most  of  them  have  sore  backs  in  consequence  of  the 
roughness  of  the   Shoshonee  saddle.      We  are  therefore 
afraid  of  loading  them  too  heavily  and  are  anxious  to  obtaia 
one  at  least  for  each  man.  to  carry  the  baggage,  or  the  man 
himself,  or  in  the  last  resource  to  serve  as  fbod;  but  with 
all  our  exertions  we  could  not  provide  all  our  men  wUh 
horses.    We,  have  however,  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  Ibr 
the  last  three  days  a  sufficient  supply  of  iesh,  our  hmiteirs 
having  killed  two  or  three  deer  every  day. 

Friday  30.  The  weather  was  fine',  and  having  now  Hiade 
an  our  purchases,  we  loaded  our  horses,  and  prepared  to 
sti^.  The  greater  part  of  the  band  who  had  deli^ed  ^Mr 
journey  on  our  account,  were  also  ready  to  depart.  W(6 
then  took  oor  leave  of  the  Shoshonees,  who  set  out  On  Omr 
visit  to  the  Missouri  at  the  same  time  that  we  accem| 
by  the  old  guide,  his  four  sons^  and  another  Iadia%  ] 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Up  Ou  Mi8$9U9L  M7 

the  deseent  of  the  river,  along  the  same  road  irUeh  eaptaia 
Clarke  had  previously  paraued*  After  ridfaig  twelve  milei 
vre  eneamped  on  the  sopth  bank  df  the  river»  and  as  the 
hunters  had  brought  in  three  deer  early  in  the  momiag  we 
did  not  feel  the  want  of  provisions. 

Saturday  si.  At  sunrise  we  resumed  oar  journey,  and 
halted  for  three  hours  on  Salmon  ereek  to  let  die  horses 
graze*  We  then  proceeded  to  the  stream  called  Berry 
ereek  eighteen  miles  from  the  oarap  of  last  night:  as  we 
passed  along,  the  vallies  and  prairies  were  on  fire  in  several 
places,  in  order  to  collect  the  bands  of  the  Shoshonees  and 
the  Flatheads,  for  their  jourikey  to  the  Missouri.  The  wea- 
ther was  warm  and  sultry,  but  the  only  ineonvenienoe  which 
we  apprehend  is  a  dearth  of  food,  of  which  we  had  to-day 
an  abundance,  having  procured  a  deer,  a  goose,  one  duck 
and  a  prairie  fowl.  On  reaching  Tower  creek  we  left  the 
former  track  of  captain  Clarke,  and  began  to  explore  the 
new  route,  which  is  our  last  hope  of  getting  out  of  the  moun- 
tains* For  four  miles  the  road,  which  is  tolerably  plain, 
led  us  along  Berry  creek  to  some  old  Indian  lodges  where 
we  encamped  for  the  mght;  the  next  day, 

Sunday,  September  1, 1805,  we  followed  Ac  same  road 
which  here  left  the  creek  and  turned  to  the  northwest 
across  the  hills.  During  all  day  we  were  riding  over  these 
hills,  from  which  are  many  drains  and  small  streams  run- 
mug  into  the  river  to  the  left,  and  at  the  distance  of  eigh- 
teen miles,  came  to  a  large  ereek  called  Fish  ereek  empty^ 
ing  into  the  Colombia  which  is  about  fix  miles  from  us»  It 
had  rained  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  commenced  rain- 
ing again  towards  evening.  We  therefore  determined  not 
to  leave  the  low  grounds  to  night,  and  after  going  up  Pidi 
ereek  four  miles  formed  our  encampment.  I'he  eountiy 
over  which  we  passed  is  well  watered,  but  poor  and  nigged 
or  stony,  except  the  bottoms  of  Fish  creek,  and  even  these 
are  narrow.  Two  men  were  sent  to  purchase  fish  of  the 
ladiaiifl  at  dM  BiotttH  of  the  ereek^  and  with  the  dried  fidi 
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tke  old  guide;  who  now  frWl4>Kit»^  iNI.  iV  FiMi  9rM^  # 
iM  9iU« Mif  1^ MCm  pmfdn  ^mmt^  fttknw^r ^mmg 
kllMHMlki^loirgrmndfiif^cMwiMiW^  fPfl 

tiro  ip4  f  hiilf  «^M|iu<tor  if  «  Mooiid  hm^  fro«^  tk^ 
pgiil;  ifkjir  oMtiiiwif  Qi9r  fymt#  flons  tb^  liil|»  «pt«;^ 
l^pMifif  Mfl  1^  tow  ground  ^aH^M^mtfgnwtkf  ve  ^nifiQ^ 
K  |lKi  difUmwn  of  ttivN)  wid  a  Half  mUet  nf  Oi^  l^iiu  nf  (%i 
^piolu  Tli^  rm4  fWWi  wo  irw«  ftUoviw  now  turf^  HI 
|ib#  M^  ild^  of  IfcoM  Mu^  iMid  $t8  ow  snide  i^^ 
^  th^  Mj^soiri.  We  were  therefore  left  wii^ovlfMigr  teoe^ 
iHit  M  M  Um»  WM  til  ^  l09t  we  begw  to  eat  pw  r^d  W 
tli^wortlirwolipftliooroel^  HOfwepCaetod  wilfrmej^ 
IMIohI^;  tbe  thieMs  pf  tr^of  ond  bnuk  dMsofu^  wMiMi  wf 
Yove  oWigod  to  oft  our  woyreqqired  gKut  l^boor;  thp  wmA 
UmK  iw  OTor  the  fteop  ood  roeky  tides  of  the  hil)t  wh^pe 
Iho  hocBpt  eoaM  not  aoyo  without  donger  of  dimjig  ^Wh 
while  their  fbet  weto  bruited  by  the  rooks  apd  f4imP*  9^ 
tmis.  Aeoustoned  oi  tkate  wioiMils  wore  to  tliis  |HPd  of 
life  tbpy  suffered  sovendjy  soren^  of  tkom  f^  to  ^pm  ##* 
tooff  down  the  lidos  of  tbekim»  sfmo  tnra^  oirep  wUhfbf 
IWggiSA*  ooe  V9S  orilvMt  ood  (wo  gayo  putftybpiy^ 
with  fotigw.  After  ocosiiiig  the  eveek  iprorM  tifRos  ipp 
at  hist  iMde  fire  «iilos»  witk  grout  btigfm  md  ^bwP*  ^ 
liiioonqied  OB  the  left  sidooftboereekiii  «fiiiioUftMif  jbrv 
gnuud.  liwMMtfhMfrTorf  titt%ftM^dorktbf4tlNPw|Mi|f 
porty  wos  oolfeetod,  Md  tkoPf  Hs  it  nMiiod^  «i4  V)o  \^!XI^ 
MO^fVopMosdoBiiopoivfiH^^  '^^fW^^lilMl 

^ooBtoohuiiljooo^Mii^tbohimMtoimkfow 
MWfisiout  wd  tlMPgb  M  wo  moif  idMlg  F»ojl9IN^  IV 
mrMoybMrprdwif  TOWWMMff  lHMi»||^lllMl- 
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feibk  two  fUeti  for  the  lead  of  the  hurse  W1li«h  bud  tkm  €Up^ 
t^  jtkt^tAity,  iiild  wkleh  we  had  Men  fbrMI  t^  tom^  Mtt 
ayjetbeMud*  On  their  retitrtaw««etottt  at  eight  e^Mbc^^tilA 
freeMtedUDtheeredcyiiiAkitigA  pHi^s^^  through  dieBiilil 
and  iMh^r  lleng  its  berd«i%.  l%e  eihmtry  U  gl^lirraHy  sHj^ 
pHed  widi  flMf  and  in  the  lowgt-eiliidiii&agreiitiiAUidifliiA 
•f  fir  trees,  and  aader  bttsBes.  'Ale  iiif6mih£asmre  high  mM 
rttgged,  wDd  Ihotfe  to  tile  east  of  M,  eotered  with  shttir. 
With  all  ear  p^eoaattMsthe  hoMei  were  Hery  maeh  tt|arQi 
hi  pABriag  6Ter  the  rtil^  arid  st««jp  pbiiits  of  th^  htU«f  aafl 
to  add  to  th(D  diAedlty,  at  the  dfifaiMie  of  eleteil  ihUes,  tM 
higk  mMHtaills  ddsed  the  eMk,  so  thiat  we  mife  ohl^ 
to  leave  the  ereek  to  the  right,  and  erdss  the  nioantiM'iMk 
ntp^.  Tkt  ai0erit  was  here  ^  steep,  that  mfttML  of  fhi 
horses  sHfped  aad  hurt  themselves,  bnt  at  Utst  we  sne^eMcfd 
hi  eroseing'  the  Aolmtkid,  arid  enearitlicfd  on  a  MMH  brhnd|^^ 
of  FSfth  ereek.  We  had  now  ihadii  fiAii^tt  nriles  in  a  ^l^f^ 
r^edon  nearly  noftii  firtoi  the  rirei^  htft  tUs  distsiM«, 
thai^shoH^  was visry fMigMng^  Ud  t%ridi^M  sUHft^M 
Atsagraewble  hf  f^  rtdn  HUdi  UegM  ki  tti^  o'dlMfl^ 
▲tdQdkiterittaiM«<HiihoWfi%,«itd^#Mhi<tedtiil  thl^^rMlM 
wte  eotm^  to  the  dtipKili  tf  two  ^i^l^§,  lAMn  It  ^lasigM 
into  a  deet  Wo  here  isM  #iCh  a  M^iliNis  riitslbriunri  ti» 
last  of  oar  therttenMt^nr  h«iiig  bt^Aen  by  rideid«nt.  AVIM 
iiiaklttg  a  seaaQr  iapp^r  on  ai  Httile  corn  and  a  ft  w  pliteiM> 
saiMsl^kfdiaf  the  eotMtf  6f  ««f  diQr,  W«  laid  dowh  io  Atn/fi 
ted  MXt'miimh^, 

Wednesday  4,  foMf ^Wi^y  fUri^  flNiiiM,  attd  the  ^iM 
itott&ftd  wilft  sriMW.  Wte  wei^  MigiA  to  w«St  s6Me  time 
hi'ordeip'to  tUMf  fhe'^^^'ers^if  Ih^  bbgj^s^e,  iCMt  WMeh'ik^ 
hlSffim  M6K  jlNMiey  M  d^  o^rfriek.  We  i^is^tf  a  Itigh 
ittMriliriti  IHWJh  lli»^  Ad^  tetwfeeAftHcfWft^ 

ftrd^^riflheefMk #6^byi»%«M^e«hdfh^  ^Mfthdslj  ^tWnU^ 
|i»  the  lidMi  ttttd  we%t;    VNWi  not  gon«  iriore  thih  0bL 
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firom  IIm  r%|it,  wUdi  dirMted  itf  eeVM  BMre  to  tka  wert- 
ward.  Vedeaecndeddiesteepsideiofibe  hflk  alMgili 
Umdw,  and  ftt  tto  dirtaiie^  of  tkree  miles  fiMUid  a  mmU 
braMh  Mmiag  in  from  tlie  eastward.  We  saw  sefM^  of 
die  aif;alia»  bat  they  w^re  toe  shy  to  be  kitted,  airf  we 
therefore  made  a  diaaer  from  a  deer  shot  by  odi  of  the  hoft* 
ters.  Then  we  pursiied  the  eoarse  of  the  stream  Csr.  three 
■^es»  till  it  emptied  itself  into  a  riTW  from  the  eaaL  b 
the  wide  valley  at  their  Jonetioii,  we  diseovwed  alaige  ea* 
eampmeat  of  Indians;  w|ienwebad  reaehed  th^n  and  ali|^t- 
ed  from  ear  horses^  ^we  were  reeeired  with  great  eerdiali- 
ij.  A  eooneil  was  immediately  assemUed,  whito  robes- 
wore  thrown  oyer  oar  soldiers^  and  the  p^  of  peaoe  intra- 
dneed.  After  this  eeremony,  as  it  was  too  Into  to  go  any 
flirther»  we  eneamped,  and  eontinned  smoUngnnd  oonTersipg 
with  the  chiefs  till  a  lato  hour.    The  next  motimng^ 

Thnrsday  5,  we  assembled  the  diiefi  and  warriors,  and 
JHnformed  them  who  we  w^^  and  the  purpose  for  whieh  we 
Tisited  th^  eonntry.  All  this  was  howev;er  eonreyed  to 
them  throof^  so  ma^y  dif^r^at  languages*  that  it  was  not 
oomprehended  without  diflfeally.  We  therefore  proeeeded 
to  the  nAore  intelligible  language  of  preseats,  and  made  fbor 
ohiefs  by  giviag  a  medal  and  a  small  quantity  of  tohaeeo  to 
each.  We  reeeired  in  turn  fhmi  the  prinoipal  eiucf ,  a  pre- 
sent eonsistng  of  the  sUnsof  a  braro,  an  ottor,  and  two  an- 
telopes»  and  were  treated  by  the  women  tosoflKD  dried r»oto 
and  buries.  We  then  began  to  trafte  for  horsost  and  sue* 
needed  in  exehanging  seven,  purehnsiiq;  eleyen,  &t  wlimhi 
we  gaye  a  fbw  artieles  of  merchandise. 

This  encampment  eonsisto  of  thirty-three  tcnla^  in  wldek 
were  about  fbur  hundred  souls,  among  whom  eighty  werw 
men.  Thej  are  called  Ootlashoots,  and  repreoent  them- 
scItcs  ns  one  baad  of  a  nation  called  Tush^paifSf  a  Mh 
merous  people  of  four  hundred  and  fiflty  tents, ,  residiiC 
on  the  heads  <^  the  Missouri  and  Columbia  rivwsi  ^^id 
jojne  of  them  lower  down  the.latterriyer.    ImfOEfon  thecm 
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Iii^ttis  are  ntwt,  and  thtfr  eom^xiiiB  lighter  thu  tiist 
eommoii  among  Indians.  Tlie  bair  of  the  men  h  worn  in 
qnenes  of  otter  skint  fiOlii^  in  front  over  the  shouldtt^ 
A  sliirt  of  dressed  skin  eovers  tlie  body  to  the  knee^  and  en 
this  is  worn  eeeasionaUy  a  robe.  To  tliese  were  added 
^ei^e»  <^  moecasins.  I'he  women  suflbr  their  hair  to 
fUl  in  disorder  oyer  the  fiiee  and  shouhlerst  and  their 
ehief  artiek  itf  eorering  is  a  long  shirt  of  skin,  reaching 
down  to  the  ancles,  and  tied  round  the  wabt.  In  other  re- 
speets,  as  also  in  the  few  ornaments  whieh  they  possess,  their 
aftpearance  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Shoshonees;  itore  is 
howeter  a  diflerenee  between  the  language  rf  these  people 
whieh  b  stiU  farther  increased  by  the  Tery  extraordinary 
pronunetaliim  of  ibe  Oothishoots.  Their  words  ha^e  all  a 
remarkably  guttural  sound,  and  there  is  nothing  whieh 
seems  to  represent  the  tone  of  their  speaidog  more  ezaetty 
than  the  eiueking  of  a  fowl,  or  the  noise  of  a  parrot.  This 
peeuliurity  renders  their  yoiees  searoely  audible,  except  at 
a  short  distance,  and  when  many  of  diem  are  talking,  forms 
a  strange  eoofiision  of  sounds.  The  common  conversation  wo 
OTM^heard,  consisted  of  low  guttural  sounds  occasionally 
broken  by  a  loud  word  or  two,  after  which  it  would  relapse 
and  scarcely  be  distinguished.  They  seem  l&ind  and  friendly 
and-  willingly  shared  with  uf  berries  and  roots,  which  form- 
ed their  only  stock  of  prorisions.  Their  only  wealth  is  their 
horses,  which  are  very  fine,  and  so  numerous  that  tliis  par- 
ty had  with  them  at  least  iive  hundred*    . 

Friday  d.  We  continued  this  morning  with  the  Ootkr 
shoots,  from  whom  we  purchased  two  more  liorses,  and  pro- 
oured  aToeabulary  of  their  language.  The  OoUashoots  set 
off  about  two  o^eloek  to  join  the  difierent  tMwds  who  were 
eoUeeting  at  the  three  forks  of  the  Missouri.  We  ourselves 
proceeded  at  the  same  time,aad  takinga  direction  N*  SO  Wi» 
crossed  within  Uie  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half,  a  smaU 
river  from  the  ri^t,  and  a  creek  coming  in  from  the  murtiu 
This  river  is  the  main  stream,  and  when  it  readies  the  0wA 

vol.  T.  3  1 
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l|r  the  mer  m  vrhkh  iv  e  fiiiiwwmed  last  eTonMst  m  well  m 
tgFtlntfwkjwtvMBtbMd*  To  tto  rifw  Aim  fbrawd  we 
geve  tkB  DMM  of  eeptefai  ClMhe«he  beinsibe  firetwWto 
aMi  who  tad  e^er  Tkited  Hi  welert*  At  ilw  ewl  of  ftm 
ntteioB  tUf  eo«ne  we  hftd  eroMed  tbe  TeUejrftMi  leMbed 
the  toy  of  a  laoMrtein  eeywed  wkh  piae;  UiMwe4eie«iM 
a|biV  the  sleep  sMetudrmTmee  fiMraayleeiiderhal&whi^ 
we  eene  to  j^  iv^l  oe  the  .threr*  where  the  Ootbiiieete  hei 
eepwipeds  few  dejs  befisrei*  We  thee  fbllewed  the  eoeiee 
of  the  ^TeTf  whiekift  from  tweniljr-fiw  to  thirty  jm^  widc^ 
•hoHoWf  «buqrf  emdthe  low  gromdA  o«  ita  bewtore  nenmr. 
WQdm  the  diatuee  of  three  aad  a  half  ieilea»  we  eroetei  it 
lerenil  timeit  aad  after  pasdng  a  raa  oa  eaeh  aidey  e«euwei 
oa  Ua  right  haMk»  after  laHag  ten  miles  dari^K  tha  after- 
mm^  ^Ibe  horses  were  taned  out  to  graM»  bat  these  ne 
had  latety  beafht  were  seeeeedjuid  wateiied»  lest  thef  sheahl 
eseapoy  «r  be  stolen  by  their  fiupner  owaera*  Onv  stoekeC 
floor  was  ae^r  exbaosted,  and  we  had  but  little  eenw  i 
e«r  haatershad  hilled  aethiag  exeept  tw*  i 
Slipper  eoBsisted  ehielgr  of  berries. 

8atardayt7.  The  greater  pact  of  the  di^c  the  ^ 
wws  dark  and  ratay:  we  eoatmaed  tbroogh  the  Bamw  lew 
groaads  aloag  the  river,  till  at  the  distanee  of  sii^  miles  we 
eame  to  a  large  ereek  from  the  left,  after  wbieh  the  bot- 
toms widen.  Fonrnrilesloweris  aaotlvsrereekoa  Aei 
side,  and  the  valley  new  extends  from  one  to^  three  i 
the  menntains  en  the  teft  being  high  aad  baU,  with  snow  on 
the  sammits,  while  the  eoohtiy  to  the  r^(ht  is  open  and 
hilty.  Four  miles  beyead  this  is  a  ereA  raaamg  from  the 
saew-t^d  amiintainsy  and  several  nms  on  both  aides  of  the 
river.  Tw6  miles  from  this  last  is  another  ereek  oa  the  left* 
The  afternoon  was  now  fisr  advaaeed,  bat  aot  beh^  able  im 
tad  a  <t  pteee  to  eneamp  we  eoatiaaed  sis  miles  fivther 
tlK  after  daik,  when  we  halted  for  the  niglU.  The  rifor 
hffiw  fo  stffi  shallow  and  stony^  bat  la  iaereased  to  the  widlla 
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•fMtyTWdt*  The  valley  ihTOf^  wUeb  wif  ptttoed  fa  tfm 
pOMT  9Mf  andittftHMity  faynred  bj  the  quMtity  %f  Moaa 
ieatlert^^iwit.  We  iMt  tw^lranet  wbi^  had  strayed  tmm 
AtoIiidiarottiid-w«ffev0irqirfle  w9d.  No  fish  waste  be  veea 
In  dieiiverf  but  ire  ebtained  a  very  agreeriUe  sopiply  ef  twe 
%fkfti  two  omneftt  and  two  pheasants. 

flmiay^  8.  We  set  out  eariy.  the  sMW-top^d  hllb  it 
Ae  feft  approaeh  the  river  aear  our  eanpt  but  we  sMh 
teafehel  a  taUey  ftw  or  4ve  miles  wide«  through  whieh  we 
Crilowed  the  eour se  of  the  river  fo  a  ^Hreetieu  thie  nor^ 
We  passed  idiree  ereeks  ou  the  right,  and  sevend  runs  emp* 
^rhigtheoMelves  into  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  At  the 
dislanee  of  eleven  miles  the  river  turned  more  towards  the 
vrest:  we  pursued  it  for  twelve  wriles^  and  etaei^ped  near  4 
large  ereek  eoniiug  in  frem  the  right,  whleh^  flrom  Its  being 
divided  into  four  dlftrent  ehannels»  we  sidled  Scattering 
ereek.  l%e  valley  eontinoes  to  be  a  poor  stony  laatt  with 
•eareely  any  timber*  exeept  some  pine  trees  along  the  wa- 
ters and  partially  seattered  on  the  hills  to  the  rig^»  WhIeh, 
as  well  as  those  on  the  left,  have  sfrow  oti  them.  This  plan! 
whieh  forees  itself  most  on  oUr  attention  is  a  speeles  df 
ptiekly  pear  very  eommon  on  this  pari  of  the  river:  it  grows 
in  elusters,  in  an  oval  form  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg^ 
and  its  thorns  are  so  strong  and  bearded,  that  l^hen  it  pene- 
trates our  feet  it  brings  away  the  pear  itself.  We  saw  tw6 
mares  and  a  eolt,  whieh,  like  the  horses  seen  yesterday, 
seemed  to  have  lost  themselves  and  beebme  wild.  Our  game 
to*day  eonsisted  of  two  deer,  an  elk,  and  a  prairie  fowL 

Monday,  t.  We  resumed  our  journey  through  the  vaK 
1^,  and  leaving  die  road  on  our  right  erossed  die  Scattering 
ereek,  and  halted  at  the  Stance  of  twelve  miles  on  a  smA 
ran  from  the  east,  where  we  breaklhsted  on  the  remits  nf 
yesterday's  hunt:  we  here  took  a  tneridian  altitude,  which 
gave  the  latitude  of  M«  M'  s^  9^:  wethen  eontlitned,  and  at 
the  distance  of  fthnr  miles  passed  over  Ui  the  left  liank  of  thi 
river,  where  we  ibund  a  large  Iroad  tiirough  the  valH^jr.  M 
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thitphieeiiahaiidtaiiie  stream  of  verfetearwrnter^alHEnidrid 
janb  wide  with  lew  banks,  and  a  bed  Cnrtted  mttrcly  « 
grsrel:  it  bai  eteryapfpearaaee  of  being  natigalde^lnitasH 
Mtttaiat  BO  talmont  we  presone  tbere  matt  be  eeme  fldl  be- 
low wbiehobetraeUtbeir  passage.  Oor  guide  eonldMtia. 
form  as  where  this  rirer  disebarged  its  waters;  he  said  timt 
as  fiir  as  he  lEnew  its  eeUfse  it  ran  along  tlie  ttooataias  to 
tte  north,  and  that  not  far  from  oar  present  positimi  it  waa 
joined  by  another  stream  nearfy  as  large  as  ilseli;  wUbIi 
rises  in  the  monnUins  to  the  east  near  the  Missonri,  and 
flows  throned  an  extensive  ruBej  or  open  prairie.  Throagh 
this  prairie  is  the  great  Indian  road  to  the  waters  of  the 
Missomrii  and  so  direet  is  the  ro«te»  tliat  in  fbur  days' jou^ 
ney  ftrom  this  plaee  we  m^ht  reaeh  <he  Missoiiri  about 
thirty  miles  above  what  we  ealled  the  Ga^es  of  the  Boeky 
mountains,  or  the  spot  where  the  yaUey  of  that  river  widean 
into  an  extensive  plain  on  entering  the  ^imin^f  monntsins. 
At  ten  miles  frwi  our  eamp  is  a  small  oredL  falling  m  from 
the  eastwmrd,  five  miles  below  whieh  we  halted  at  a  large 
stream  whieb  em^irs  itself  on  the  west  side  of  die  river. 
It  is  a  fine  bdd  eredt  of  elear  water  about  tweaty  yards  wide^ 
and  we  ealled  it  TfMtDdUr^B^resi  ereefc;  for  as  our  guide  toM 
us  that  we  should  here  leave  the  river*  we  detemyned  to 
remain  for  the  purpose  of  making  celestial  observations  and 
eoUecting  some  food,  as  the  country  through  whieh  we  are 
to  pass  has  no^game  for  a  great  distance. 

The  valley  of  the  river  throuj^  whieh  we  have  been  pas- 
sing is  generally  a  prairie  from  five  to  six  miles  in  width, 
and  with  a  cold  gravelly  white  soiL  TheJtimber  whidi  it 
possesses  is  alioost  exdusivdy  pine,  chiefly  of  the  long- 
leafed  kind,  with  sense  si^ucct  and  a  species  of  flr  resem- 
Iding  the  Seoteb  fir:  nair  the  water  courses  are  also  scm  a 
few  narrow-lcafiBd  eottonwood  trees,  and  the  only  mider- 
brush  is  the  redwood,  honeysueklOf  and  rosebushes.  Ov 
game  was  fbur  deer,  three  geese,  four  dueks,  and  tlvee 
prairie  fowls:  one  of  the  hunteys  brouf^t  in  a  red-hesdei 
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woodpeekm  •f  the  Urge  tdiMteaoiBioa  in  tfie  IMtedStetos^ 
btti  the  first  of  the  kind  we  hare  seen  sinee  leaTing  the  11- 
Uneis* 

Tnesdajy  10.  T%e  memieg  being  fiur  all  die  hnntevt 
were  sent  ent,  and  the  rest  of  the  party  employed  in  repnfe 
ing  their  elothes:  two  of  them  ware  sent  to  the  jnnetionef 
the  rirer  Arom  the  east,  along  whidi  the  Infians  go  to  ttm 
Missonri:  it  is  abont  sey en  mUes  briow  Traveller's-rest  ereek; 
the  eoantry  at.thelbrks  is  seven  or  ei§^t  mfles  wide^Jevel 
open,  bnt  with  little  timber,  its  eenrse  is  to  the  northf 
we  in^ne  to  believe  that  this  is  die  river  whieh  the 
Ifinnetarees  had  deseribed  to  as  as  running  from  south  to 
north  along  the  west  side  of  the  Boeky  mnnntains,  not  for 
from  the  sonrees  of  Medieine  river:  there  is  moreover  rea- 
son to  siqipose»  that  after  going  as  Ur  northward  as  the 
kead-waters  of  that  river  it  turns  to  the  westwnrd  and  joins 
^  Taeootehetessee.  Towards  evening  one  of  the  hunters 
retnrnfMl  with  three  Indians,  whom  he  had  met  io  Us  ex- 
enrsion  up  Traveller's-rest  ereek:  as  soon  as  they  saw.  him 
they  prepared  to  attaek  him  with  arrows,  but  he  quieted 
them  by  laying  down  his  gun  and  advaaeing  towards  them, 
and  soon  persuuded  them  to  eome  to  the  eamp.  Our  8bo« 
shonee  guide  eould  not  speak  the  language  of  these  peo|^ 
hut  by  the  universal  language  of  signs  and  gestieuladons,  - 
whioh  is  perfectly  intelligible  among  the  Indians,  he  fbund 
that  these  were  three  Tushepaw  Flatheads  in  pursuit  of 
two  men,  supposed  to  be  Shothonees,  who  had  stolen  twenty- 
three  of  thidr  horses:  we  gave  them  some^  boiled  venison 
and  a  few  present^  sueh  as  a  fishhook,  a  steel  to  strike  ftre» 
and  a  litde  powder; -but  diey  seemed  better  pleased  with  a 
^ee  of  r%and  whieh  we  tied  in  the  hair  of  eaoh  of  thenu 
They  were  however  in  sneh  haste,  lest  their  horses  shouM 
be  earried  off,  that  two  of  them  set  off  after  sunset  in  quest 
of  the  robbers:  the  third  however  was  persuaded  to  remain  ^ 
with  us  and  eonduet  us  to  his  relations:  these  he  said  were 
nunerous,  and  resided  on  the  Columbia  in  the  plahi  below 
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mtrtfuM^  to  the  oobm}  UmU  mim  ef  hit  TCiiAio»t  had  bMm 
there  but  fkll  wmI  teea  u  old  white  mm  ^o  resided  theio 
bf  hi»Mlf,  and  ivho  gare  then  tone  bandkereMeri  like 
thoiewehate*  Tbedittatteefr<HDlJiisplMeiiftTeiloe|»er 
iafi^JoMMj.  WliMOtirbiMlerthadalljdiiedmiv«AaBd 
ov  ft^winkm  ooaristad  of  tmt  deof^  a  tMnrer,  md  Oreo 


The  ohterratioa  of  to-day  gaw  M""  M"  sr  at  Hm  kili- 
t«do  of  lVtfvellert»rett  ereek* 

Vodaotday  ii.  Two  of  oar  horo^  ha^rlag  ttrayed  awigr 
we  were  d^aiaed  all  the  noraing  hofore  thej  were  eaaghfc. 
fei  the  mMMCiiae  oar  Tdthepaw  ladian  beeaae  iatpatieat 
of  the  deiayt  and  mi  out  to  retara  hoUie  ahse.  At  ataal 
we  had  ditfatohed  Um  of  oar  best  huatert  riiead,  aad  to 
wo  hoped  wlthtkcfraidaadoarpreteaitolodtofpfotftktta 
to  tabtitt  oa  the  povte^  we  proeoedtd  at  Arte  o^doek  ay  the 
vi(^t  tide  4^  the  c#eeky  aad  eaeaaqped  aader  tone  old  ia- 
diaB  htttt  at  the  dittaaee  %t  tatea  arilet*  The  road  wat 
piaiB  aad  good;  the  iFoUey  it  heweter  aarrower  thaa  that 
wideh  we  left  aad  bardemd  by  hif^  aad  ragged  hiHs  to  the 
rin^,  whtte  the  noantaiat  oa  the  left  welre  eotered  with 
taow.  The  day  wae  fidr  aad  wartBi  the  wiad  flma  die 
Borthwett. 

'Iliartday  id.  There  wat  o  white  fkMt  this  moraing* 
We  prooeeded  at  tevea  o*eloek  aad  tooa  patted  a  ttreaai  faK 
liagia  oiwthe  right,  aoar  whieh  wat  aa  oMIwiiaB  eaatp  with 
a  bath  or  tweath^heate  eoTored  with  eartlu  Attwoarilto 
dittaaee  we  ateeaded  a  high,  aaddienee  eoatinaed  threugk 
ahilly  aad  ihiekly  timbered  eoaatry  for  aiae  sdlet,  whea  wa 
eaae  to  the  fbrkt  of  the  erMi,  where  the  read  braaehea 
upeaohfiMrk*  We  fottowed the  wenem roate,  aad  tadiilg 
Oait theorem  made  a  ooadderable  bead  at  the  dittanee ef 
fitar  atilot»  orotted  «  high  moaatala  la  order  to  avoid  tha 
einwH.  The  road  had  beea  very  bad  dariag  the  Irtt  paM 
of  the  day,  bat  the  patwigeof  tht  moaataia,.whfah  waa 
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HigbA  ailet ji#rMS9  inui  rcry  paisfal  !•  the  hfnts^wiMi 
ivere  obliged  to  go  ot^  steep  stony  tides  of  hilb  uAabnp 
tlio  lloUows  and  rames^  rendered  oMie  dbagreoUeby  tibe 
ftUen  liBiber,  ohiefly  yine»  spnioe  pine  and-  fir.  We  ai 
length  reaeked  the  ereek,  hating  made  tWienty-three  lulnBt 
of  a  route  so  diAeulC  that  some  <^the  party  did  nol  join  mt 
bjsfore  Ion  o'eloefc.  We  fbond  Urn  aeeoonf  of  the  seantiness 
of  game  but  too  trn^y  as  we  were  not  aUe  to  preeiure  any 
thing  dttHng  the  whale  of  yesterday*  and  to-day  we  kiUed 
oni^  a  single  plu)asant»  Along  the  road  we  obserred  many 
of  Uie  pine  trees  pealed  offi  whieh  i»  done  1^  tlie  Indians  t^ 
proenre  the  hper  bark  for  food  in  the  springs 

.  Fi^y  13.  Two  of  the  horses  stray^td  aw^y  during  tbn 
ppi^t  and  one  of  them  l»eing  eaptainiLewis^  hemnained 
with  fbor  men  to  8ea,reh  Cor  them  while  we  proeeeded  op 
the  ereek:  at  the  distanoe»  of  two  niiles  we  eame  to  seTeral! 
syringp  issuing  firom  lairge  rocks  of  a  eoarse  hard  gritf 
a^d  nearly  boiling  hot^  These  seem  to  be  mnofa  frequented 
a^  there  are  several  paths  made  i^  elk,  deer  and  other  anir 
malsi  and  neur  one  of  th<^  springs  a  hole  or  Indian  bath»  and 
roads  leading  in  diflbrent  dijpeetions.  Tfaej^e  embairassed 
onr  gnide^who  mistaldng  the  road  took  as  threo  miles^  ont 
eC  the  proper  eoarse  arer  aneieeedingly  bad  route.  We 
t)aen  fell  into  the  right  road^  and  proeeeded  on  very  weU^ 
when  having  made  five  mUes  we  stopj^to  refresh  the  hor- 
ses. Captain  Xewis  here  Joined  ns^  but  not  haTingbeea 
able  to  find  his  horsey  two  men  were  sent  baek  to  eontinuA 
the  seareh.  We ,  then  proceeded  along  the.  same  kind  of 
epnntry  which  we  passed  yesterday*  and  after  crossing  a 
sQiOttntaln  and  leaying  the  souroe^^  of  the  TmfoUers-re^t . 
ar#ek  on  the  left*  rea^ohad  after  fiyer  miles  riding  a  snyaU 
eiNiehK  which,  alo^  eame  in  fron^  the  left  hand*  passing 
tllMnough  open  i^ades*  some  of  whiah  were  half  a  mile  wide. 
UMiroad  which  hnd  beei^  aa  usual  ruggjsd  npd  stony*  be* 
same  firm*  plain  and  level  after  quitting  the.heiwl  of  Tra? 
yellers-rest.    We  followed  the  course  of  this  new  creels 
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for  tiro  miles  and  eaeatnped  at  a  s^t  ^nrhere  the  novBtaiis 
eleee  on  eaeh  skle.  Other  moontaiiM  covered  irHh  Moir 
are  in  Tiew  to  the  Mwtheast  aad  soathwest.  We  were 
•omewhat  more  fortunate  to*day  in  kiiUog  a  deer  and  sete- 
ral  pheasants  wbieh  were  of  the  common  speeies,  exccft 
ttat  the  tail  was  blaok. 

Saturday  14.  The  day  was  very  cloudy  with  rain  and  bail 
in  the  vallieSy  white  on  the  top  of  the  mountains  some  snow 
fell.  We  proceeded  early*  and  continuing  along  the  right 
side  of  Glade  erefck  erossed  a  high  mountain,  anrfat  the  dis- 
tance of  six  miles  reached  the  place  where  it  is  Joined  hy 
another  branch  of  equal  size  from  the  rig^  Near  the 
forks  the  Tnshepaws  have  had  an  encampment  which  is 
but  recently  abandonedy  for  the  grass  is  entirely  destroyed 
by  horses,  and  two  fish  weirs  across  the  creek  are  still  re- 
maining; no  fish  were  however  to  i)e  seen.  We  here  passed 
over  to  the  left  side  of  the  ereek  and  b^gan  the  ascent  of  a 
very  high  and  steep  mountain  nine  miles  across*  On  reach- 
iiq;  the  other  side  we  found  a  large  branch  firom  the  left; 
which  seems  to  rise  in  the  snowy  miountains-  to  the  south 
and  southeast  We  jBontinned  along  the  creek  two  miles 
further,  when  night  coming  on  we  encamped  opposite  a 
small  island  at  the  mouth  of  a  brandi  on  the  r%fat  side  of 
the  river.  The  mountains  which  we  erossed  to-day  were 
much  more  diQcult  than  those  of  yesterday;  the  last  was 
particularly  fatiguing,  being  steep  and  stony,  broken  by  M* 
leu  timber,  and  thickly  overgrown  by  pine,  spruce*  fir,  bae* 
BUitack  and  tamarac#  Although  we  had  made  only  seven-- 
teen  miles  we  were  all  very  weary.  The  wkde  stock  of 
animal  food  was  now  exhausted,  and  we  therefore  killed  a 
colt,  on  which  we  made  a  hearty  Mipper.  From  this  inei* 
dent  we  called  the  last  creek  we  had  passed  from  the  south 
Coh-kUled  creek.  The  river  itself  is  eighty  yards  wide^ 
vrith  a  swift  ourrentf  and  a  stony  channel.  Its  Indiaii  i 
is  Kooskooskee. 
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Sirnday  15.  At  mi  eiarly  hour  we  proceeded  along  the 
i%fat  side  of  the  Kooskooskee  oyer  steep  rocky  points  of 
land,  till  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  we  reached  an  old  )bi- 
dian  fishing  place:  the  road  here  turned  to  the  right  of 
the  water^  and  began  to  ascend  a  mountain:  but  the  fire  and 
wind  had  prostrated  or  dried  almost  all  the  timber  on  the 
Mmth  side,  and  the  ascents  were  so  steep  that  we  were  forced 
to  wind  in  every  direction  round  the  high  knobs  which  con« 
stantly  impeded  our  progress.  Several  of  the  horses  lost 
their  foot-hold  and  slipped:  one  of  them  which  was  loaded 
with  a  desk  and  small  trunks  rolled  over  and  over  for  forty 
yardsf  till  his  fall  was  stopped  by  a  tree.  The  desk  was 
broken;  but  the  poor  animal  escaped  without  much  injury. 
After  elambering  in  this  way  fo^  four  miles^  we  came  to  a 
high  snowy  part  of  the  mountain  where  was  a  spring  of 
water»  at  which  we  halted  two  hours  to  refresh  our  horses. 

On  leaving  the  spring  the  road  continued  as  bad  as  it  was 
below,. and  the  timber  more  abundant.  At  four  miles  we 
reached  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  foreseeing  no  chance 
of  meeting  with  water,  we  encamped  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  mountain,  near  an  old  bank  of  snow,  three  feet  deep. 
Some  of  this  we  melted,  and  supped  on  the  remains  of  the 
colt  killed  yesterday.  Our  only  game  to-day  was  two  phea- 
sants, and  the  horses  on  which  we  calculated  as  a  last  re- 
source begin  to  fail  us,  for  two  of  them  were  so  poor,  and 
worn  out  with  fatigue,  that  we  were  obliged  to  leave  them 
behind.  All  around'  us  are  high  rugged  mountains,  among 
which  is  a  lofty  range  from  southeast  to  northwest,  whose 
tops  are  without  timber,  and  in  some  places  covered  with 
snow*  The  ni§^t  was  cloudy  and  very  cold,  and  three  hours 
before  daybreak, 

Monday  16,  it  began  to  snow,  and  continued  all  day, 
so  that  by  evening  it  was  six  or  eight  inches  deep.  This^ 
covered  the  track  so  completely,  that  we  were  dbliged  eon* 
stantly  to  halt  and  examine,  lest  we  should  lose  the  route. 

YOl.  I.        .  S  M 
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la  mMQ^  plfleei  we  had  Mthiog  to  i^ttiie  «s  exeept  &•  I 
m  •f  tlM  trees  wUeh«  being  km,  hare  beea  rabbed  by  Ibt 
bvdetti  of  the  lodim  bones.  The  road  was,  like  that  if 
j^sterdajy  aleag  steep  hill  sides,  obstnieted  with  fidlea  tin* 
ber,  and  tf  growth  of  eight  diflfereat  speeies  ef  piae,  sotiuek* 
ij  strewed  that  the  snow  fklls  from  then  as  we  pass^  aad 
keeps  us  eontlaually  wet  to  the  skmy  and  so  eald,  diat  wo 
sire  aaxioas  lest  our  feet  Aocdd  bo  frosea,  as  we  hafO 
My  tbia  moeeasias  to  defend  theni. 

At  ooon  we  halted  to  let  the  horses  feed  oa 
grass  OB  the  sooth  side  of  the  Bsoontaias,  aad 
ad  by  making  fires  to  keep  oursehres  warm.  As  soon  as  the 
horses  were  refreshed,  eaptain  Clarke  went  ahead  with  eae 
^aam^  aad  at  the  dfstanoe  of  six  miles  reael^da  stream  from 
'  the  right,  and  prepared  fires  by  the  time  of  our  amval  at 
dask.  "We  here.enearaped  ia  a  pieee  of  low  gronad,  Ihitk- 
ly  timbered,  but  searoely  large  eaough  ta  penut  as  t#  lie 
Unrel.  We  had  now  made  thirteen  aiiles.  We  were  aH  veiy 
wet,  eold,  and  hungry:  but  although  before  settiagoat  this 
BNnming,  we  had  seen  feor  deer,  yet  we  eoald  not  paaeate 
any  of  them^  and  were  obliged  to  kill  a  second  ooU  for  oar 
sapper. 

I  Tuesday  17«  Our  horses  beeame  so  mueh  saattered  da- 
ring dM  night,  that  we  were  detained  till  oae  o'elodK  ha* 
Are  they  were  all  eolketed.  We  then  eoatiaaed  oar  roate 
oTor  Ugh  raugh  kaabs«  aad  several  drains  aad  qvhiga, 
aad  along  a  ridge  of  eountry  separattag  the  waters  of  two 
small  rivers.  The  road  was  still  diffienlt,  aad  several  of 
the  liorses  fell  and  injured  themselTes  very  maeht  b9  that 
We  were  unable  to  advance  more  than  tea  miles  ta  a  ss 
stream,  on  whioh  we  encamped. 

We  had  killed  a  few  pheasants,  bat  these  beii^r  i 
eient  fer  our  subsistence,  we  killed  another  of  the 
This  want  of  provisioas,  aad  die  extreme  fSatigae  lo  wUah 
we  wmpo  sabjeetod,  and  thedreaiy  prospoeta  befaae  mt,  ho- 
gaa  to  dispirit  the  mem    It  was  theref<m  agreed  itetaa^ 
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tela  ClMke  bIimM  go  on  ahe^  wkh  Ax  hmter*,  Md  m- 
dMTOur  to  kill  sometUag  for  the  support  of  Che  party.  Hf 
tfcoreftre  set  out, 

Weteeaday  I8t  early  ia  the  moraiag  ia  hopes  of  fladaag 
a  lavel  eoaaliy  freoi  whioh  he  might  send  baek  some  gaiaOf 
IBs  roale  lay  8. 85*  W.  aloag  the  sane  high  di?i4ing  riig^ 
aad  the  road  was  still  very  had;  bat  he  aioyed  oo  rapUBy,  aad 
at  the  Astaaee  of  tweaty  miles  was  rejoiced  on  diseoveriag 
&r  off  aa  extensive  plain  towards  the  west  and  southwestf 
boaoded  b^  a  high  mountain.  He  h^ted  aa  hour  to  let 
the  horses  eat  a  little  grass  on  the  hill  sides,  aipd  thea 
weat  oa  tw^e  and  a  half  miles  till  he  reached  a  bold 
treek*  ruaaiag  to  the  left,  on  whi^h  he  encamped.  To 
(his  slreain  he  gave  the  very  appropriate  name  of  Hon- 
gry  oraek^  for  having  prooared  no  game,  they  had  nothii^ 
toeatf 

la  the  meantime  we  were  detained  till  after  eight 
o'el^k  hy  the  loss  of  one  of  our  h«*ses  which  had  strayed 
away  and  eoold  not  be  found.  W$  then  j^oeeeded^  hot 
having  soon  finished  the  remauMler  of  the  colt  killed  yester- 
,  day,  felt  the  want  of  provisions^  which  was  more  sensible 
fjrom  our  meeting  with  no  water,  tiU  towards  nightfidl 
we  foaad  soom  in  a  ravine  among  the  hills.  By  pashingon 
oar  horses  almost  to  their  utmost  strength,  we  mada  ei^ 
teen  miles. 

We  then  melted  some  snow,  aad  supped  oa  a  little  par* 
tab^  soap,  a  few  canisters  of  which,  with  about  twea* 
iy  weight  of  bears  oil,  are  our  oaly  remaining  meva 
oC  subsistenee.  Our  gnns  are  scarcely  of  any  service,  for 
there  is  no  living  creature  in  these  mountains,  except  a 
few  small  i^ieasants,  a  small  species  of  gray  squirrel,  and 
a  blue  bird  of  the  vulture  kind  about  the  si^e  of  a  turtle  dove 
or  jay,  and  even  these  are  difficult  to  shoot. 

Hiursday  19.  Captain  Clarke  proceeded  up  the  creek, 
akNig  vAieh  the  road  was  more  steep  and  sto^y  than  any  he 
had  yet  pMoed. «  At  six  miles  dietance  he  reached  a  small 
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pbUiiy  ia  which  he  fortunately  found  a  horse,  on  whkfa  he 
breakfasted,  and  hung  the  rest  on  a  tree  for  the  party  in 
the  rear.  Two  miles  beyond  this  he  left  the  ereek,  and 
eroftsed  three  high  mountains,  rendered  almost  imiNnsabie 
from  the  steepness  of  the  ascent  and  the  quantity  of  faHea  > 
timber.  After  clambering  oyer  these  ridges  and  monntains, 
and  passing  the  heads  of  some  branches  of  Hnngry  erode, 
lie  came  to  a  large  creek  running  westward.  TUt  be  Mr 
lowed  for  four  miles,  then  tmhied  to  the  right  down  the 
mountain,  till  he  came  to  a  small  ereek  to  tbe  left.  Bene 
he  halted,  haying  made  twenty>iwo  nules  on  his  oourse, 
south  eighty  degrees  west,  though  the  winding  route  orer 
the  mountains  almost  doubled  the  distance.  On  descending 
the  last  mountain,  the  heat  became  much  more  sensttle 
after  the  extreme  cold  he  had  experieneed  for  scTcral 
days  past.  Besides  the  breakfast  in  the  morning,  two 
pheasants  were  their  only  food  during  the  day,  and  the 
only  kinds  of  birds  they  saw  were  the  blue  Jay,  a  small 
white-headed  hawk,  a  Jarger  hawk,  crows,  and  raVens. 

We  followed  soon  after  sunrise.  At  six  miles  the  ridge 
terminated  and' we  had  before  us  the  cheering  project  of 
the  large  plain  to  the  southwest.  On  leaving  die  ridge  we 
again  asc^ended  and  went  down  several  mountauu,  and  six 
miles  ftirther  came  to  Hungry  creek  where  it  was  flfteea 
yards  wide,  and  received  the  waters  of  a  branch  from  tke 
north.  We  went  up  it  on  a  course  nearly  due  west,  and  at 
three  miles  crossed  a  second  branch  flowing  from  the  vase 
quarter.  The  country  is  thickly  covered  with  pine  tiaibor, 
of  which  we  have  enumerated  eight  distinct  spe^s.  Tlree 
miles  beyond  this  last  branch  of  llungry  ereek  we  en- 
oamped,  after  a  fatiguing  route  of  eighteen  miles.  Tlie 
road  along  the  ereek  is  u  narrow  rocky  path  near  the  bor- 
ders of  very  high  precipices,  from  which  a  faU  seeois  al- 
most inevitable  destruction.  One  of  our  horses  slipped 
rolling  over  with  his  load  down  the  hill  side,  whieh  i 
nearly  perpendicular   and  strewed  withjiargo  k 
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coekf»  Mftriyakimdred  yards,  and  did  not  Atop  till  he  foil 
into  tlie  oreek:  we  all  expected  he  was  killed,  bat  to  ow 
astonishment,  on  taking  off  his  load,  he  rose*  and  seemed 
but  little  injured,  and  in  twei^ty  minutes  proeeeded  with  his 
load«  Having  no  other  provision  we  took  jsome  portable 
soup,  our  only  refreshment  during  the  day.  This  absti- 
nenee,  joined  with  fatigue,  has  a  visible  ^ffeeton  our  health. 
The  toen  are  growing  weak  and  losing  their  flesh  very  fast: 
several  are  aflUeted  with  the  dysenteiy,  and  errnptions  of 
^tbe  skin  are  very  eommon. 

Friday  20.  Captain  Clarke  went  on  through  a  eouatry 
as  rugged  as  usual,  till  on  passing  a  low  mountain  he 
eame  at  the  distanee  of  four  miles  to  the  forks  of  a  large 
^reek.  Down  this  he  kept  on  a  course  south  60°  west  for 
two  miles,  then  turning  to  the  rif^t,  continued  over  a  divi- 
ding riiige  where  were  the  heads  of  several  little  streams, 
and  at  twelve  miles  distance  descended  the  last  of  the  rocky 
mouataii|s  and  reached  the  level  country.  A  beautifid 
open. plain  pai'tially  supplied  with  pine  now  presented  it- 
self. He  continued  for  five  miles  when  he  discovered  Airee 
Indian  boys,  who,  on  observing  the  party,  ran  off.  and  hid 
themselves  in  the  ^ass.  Captain  Clarke  immediately 
alighted,  and  giving  his  horse  and  gun  to  one  of  the  men' 
went  after  the  boys.  He  soon  relieved  their  apprehensions 
and  sent  them  forward  to  the  village  about  a  mile  off  with 
presents  of  small  pieces  of  riband.  Soon  after  the  boys  ' 
had  reached  home,  a  man  came  out  to  meet  the  party,  with 
great  caution,  but  he  conducted  them  to  a  large  tent  in  the 
village,  and  all  the  inhabitants  gathered  round  to  view  with 
a  mixture  of  tf^ar  and  pleasure  these  wonderful  strangers. 
The  conductor  now  informed  captain  Clarke  by.  signs,  that 
the  spacious  tent  was  the  residence  of  the  great  chief,  who 
had  set  out  three  days  ago  with  all  the  warriors  to  attack 
some  of  their  enemies  towards  the  south  west|  that  he  would 
not  return  before  fifteen  or  eighteen  days,  and  that  in  the 
^neaatime  there  were  only  a  few  men  left  to  guard  the  wo- 
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wai  eUUiea*  Uraj  now  set  iMfcm  IIimi  a  nuUi 
ffeee^f  bnflkkeuMtt  fone  diied  salnan^  barriM,  aad  ••« 
tend  kiadi  of  roots.  Among  these  last  b  om  whiek  is 
imumI  and  asttoh  like  aa  oaioa  ia  appoaraa<s  aad  sweet  ta 
tiM  taste:  it  is  ealled  quaquMh,  aad  is  eatea  cltlm-  ia  its 
aatatal  state,  or  boiled  iato  a  kiad  of  soap  of  auide  iato  a 
sake,  wkieh  is  thea  ealled  faAees.  After  the  loi«  abeti- 
aeaee  this  was  a  samptnoas  treat;  we  retnraed  the  Uadaesa 
of  the  poople  by  a  few  saiall  fH^eseats^  aad  then  weat  ea  la 
eompaay  with  one  of  the  ehiefs  to  a  seeoad  TiUage  ia  the 
same  plaia,  at  the  distaaee  of  two  nsiles*  Here  the  party 
was  treated  with  great  kiadness  aad  passed  the  ni|kt.  The 
kaaters  were  seat  ont,  but  though  they  saw  soiM  traeks 
of  deer  were  aot  able  to  proeare  aay  tUag. 

We  were  detaiaed  till  tea  o'eloek  befi»e  we  eoitfd  eel- 
leet  bar  seattered  horses;  we  thea  proeeeded  ftr  two  mSke^, 
whea  to  o|if  great  Joy  we  foiud  the  horse  whieh  eapiaia 
Clarke  kad  killed,  anda  aote  apprisiagas  of  hisioteatioBsf 
geiag  to  the  plaias  towards  the  soathwest,  aad  ooUeetprt- 
iMoBs  by  the  time  we  reaehed  him.  At  oae  o*doek  we 
halted  on  a  small  stream,  and  mi^io  a  kearty  meal  of  korso 
i^sk.  Oa  exaatfaation  it  now  appeared  thaA  oae  of  the 
kerses  was  missing,  and  tke  maa  ia  wkose  eluurge  he'had 
beea,  was  directed  to  retarn  aad  seareh  Ibr  kirn.  He  eaa^ 
badL  in  abont  two  hours  without  hating  beea  aUe  to  ted 
the  horse;  bat  as  the  load  was  too  Talaabk  io  be  lost,  two 
o(F  the  best  wooodsBMa  were  direeted  to  eontinae  the 
seareh  while  we  proeeeded.  Our  general  eourse  was  saatk 
t»^  west  throi^;k  a  tUek  forest  of  large  piae,  wkiok  kaa 
fallen  in  many  plaees,  and  very  muok  obstruots  tke  rsadp 
After  BMdung  abont  fifteea  miles  we  eneamped  ea  a  ri^^ 
wkere  we  eoaU  fiad  bat  little  grass  and  ao  water.  We  sae* 
eeeded,  kowever,  in  proeuriag  a  Iktle  from  a  A slaaeOf  aad 
sapped  on  tke  remainder  of  the  korse. 

Oa  deseendin'g  the  heights  of  the  moontakis  the  asft 
beeoam  gradually  more  fertile,  aad  the  hndtkroagkvllril 
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ire  pmM  tliM  ereaiiig,  is  dT  m  Meellettt  qwlity.  It  1mm 
a  dark  gray  soH,  thoagfa  very  bnriim,  and  wUh  kl<ge  aias^ 
M9  of  graj  free-«toae  abore  ifte  grraad  in  maay  plaecs. 
Arnang  the  T^etaUe  produeCieas  we  dtttingohked  Iba 
aHer»  boaoysaekkt  and  huekkberry,  cdmmaa  io  '  iha 
l^Ued  States*  aad  a  speeiet  af  hoaeysiiekley  known  oalj 
westward  of  the  Boeky  mountahiSt  whieh  rises  to  the 
height  of  aboot  foar  feet,  aad  bears  a  white  berry.  Theve 
k  also  a  phuit  resetafiliog  the  ehokeekerry^  w^ieh  grows 
hi  tUek  efuaips  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  aad  bears  a  blaek 
berry  with  a  riagle  steno  of  a  sweetisfa  taste*  Hie  arbor 
¥itlb  too,  is  very  eofiunM,  aad  |^ws  to  a  great  siaoibeiag 
flrom  two  to  six  fset  in  dianeter. 

Bativdsy  tt.  The  f^  use  of  food,  to  whieh  hehadnot 
beta  aeoastoaied*  made  eaptaia  Clarke  Tory  siel^  both  y«i|- 
torday  owning  aad  daring  the  whole  of  to-day.  He  therd* 
fNre  seat  oat  all  the  hunters  and  remaiaed  hiiaoelf  at  the 
.tillage*  as  wdt  on  aeeoant  d  his  siekness  as  for  the  pm^ 
{lose  of  aroMiag  saspieion  aad  eolleoting  faforaiation  frois 
tfie  Inffiaas  as  to  the  roate. 

Hie  two  Tillages  eoasist  of  aboot  thirty  donUe  tents, 
and  the  inhaUtaatseall  theniBeKes  Chopnonish  or  Piei^sed* 
wsse.  The  ehief  drew  a  ehart  of  the  river,  and  explained, 
that  a  greater  chief  than  himself,  who  governed  this  village 
and  was  called  the  Twisted-hair,  was  now  fishing  at  the 
Astanee  of  half  a  day's  ride  down  the  river:  his  ehart  mafc 
the  KoodLOoskee  foi^  a  little  befow  his  camp,  a  seeood  fork 
below,  stm  ftnrther  on  a  large  branch  fioifred  in  on  eaeh 
side,  below  which  the  Hver  passed  the  mountaias;  here  was 
a  great  fhU  of  water,  aear  which  lived  white  people,  frosi 
whom  wore  proeared  the  white  beads  and  brass  omaawnts 
worn  lity  the  women. 

▲inkier  of  aasiOwp  band  made  a  visit  this  moraiag,  aad 
iasofced  with  e^pftain  Ctawke.  The  haaters  reti^med  with- 
«at  hanriag  bean  aUe  to  kiU  aay  thing;  ei^tain  Clarke  par- 
sAamI  aa>aNalidffiad8alatMi,  roots  aod  berries  as  ho  oonM, 
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widi  the  few  artielet  he  eluuieeid  to  have  in  his  poek^ts,  umA 
iMTing  sent  then  bjrose  of  themeDUidfthSradlMHmhMkte 
eaptaiii  Lewit^  he  went  en  towards  the  eanpefthe  Tw;^sted> 
hair.  It  was  foar  o^eloek  befbre  he  set  out,  ani  the  a^ht 
lOon  eane  on;  but  haTing  met  an  Indian  eoniiig  f^m  the 
river,  they  engaged  him  by  a  present  of  a  neekdoth,  to  gnide 
them  to  ^  the  IHvisted-hair's  eamp*  For  twelte  miles  they 
proeeeded  through  the  plain  before  they  reaehed  the  rirer 
hiUs,  whieh  are  very  high  and  steep.  Hie  whole  mfley  from 
tiiose  hills  to  the  Roeky  monntain  is  a  beantifiil  level  eoyn 
try,  with  a  rieh  soU  eovered  with  grass:  there  is,  however, 
hot  Httle  timber,  and  the  ground  is  badly  watered:  the  plain 
is  so  much  lower  than  the  surronnding  hills,  or  so  raaeh 
sheltered  by  them,  that  the  weather  is  quite  warm,  while 
the  ooM  of  the  mountains  was  extreme.  From  the  top  of 
the  rlver^hills  they'proeeeded  down  for  tiiree  miles  till  they 
reaehed  the  water  side,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o^eloek 
at  night:  here  we  found  a  small  eamp  of  five  squavrsand 
tiiree  ehilAren,  the  ehief  himself  being  eaeamped«  with  two 
others,  on  a  small  island  in  the  river:  the  gnide  eaUed  to 
him  and  he  soon  eame  over.  Captain  Clarke  gave  him  a 
modal,  and  they  smoked  together  till  one  o'oloek. 

'We  eould  not  set  out  till  eleven  o'eloek,  beeaitte  behig 
obliged  in  the  evening  to  loosen  our  horses  to  enable  them 
to  find  snbsistenee,  it  is  always  difficult  to  eoUeet  them  fai 
the  morning.  At  that  hoar  we  eontinned  along  the  ridge 
on  which  wo  bad  slept,  and  at  a  mile  and  a  half  reaeheda 
large  ereek  running  to  our  left,  just  above  its  junetion  widi 
one  of  its  branches.  We  proceeded  down  the  low  grounds  of 
this  ereek,  which  are  level,  wide,  and  heavily  ttmbca^,  b«t 
turaisd  to  the  ri^t  at  the  distance  of  two  and  a  half  mUes, 
and  began  to  pass  the  broken  and  hilly  country;  but  the 
thiek  timber  had  fallen  in  so  nftany  ^ees  that  we  ooaH 
scarcely  make  our  vray.  After  going  five  mSeairo  pnenod 
the  creek  on  whidi  captain  Clarke  had  oneamped  dwrii^iihci 
night  of  Uie  19th,  and  eontinned  five  miles  farttieroiwtibie 
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"MtiM  kind  ofrotd^  till  we  caiae  to  the  forks  of  a  larf;e  creek. 
We  erossed  tbe  northern  braneh  of  this  stream,  and  pro- 
oeeded  down  it  on  tbe  west  side  fbr  a  mile:  here  we  found  a 
small  plain  where  there  was  tolerable  grass  for  the  horses, 
and  therefore  remained  during  the  night,  haying  made  tf- 
teen  miles  on  a  course  B.  50°  W. 

The  arbor  yitse  increases  in  size  and  quantity  as  we  ad* 
yaneet  some  of  the  trees  we  passed  to-day  being  eapaUe  of 
forming  periogues  at  least  forty.five  feet  in  length.  We 
were  so  fortunate  also  as  to  kill  a  few  pheasants  and  a  prai- 
rie wolf,  which,  with  the  remainder  of  the  horse,  supplied 
us  with  one  meal,  the  last  of  our  provisions,  our  food  for 
the  morrow  being  wholly  dependent  on  Vhe  chance  of  our 
guns, 

Sunday,  29.  Captain  Clarke  passed  over  to  the  island 
with  the  Twisted-hair,  who  seemed  to  be  cheerful  and  sin- 
cere in  his  conduct.  The  ri?er  at  this  place  is  about  one. 
hundred  and  sixty  yards  wide,  but  interrupted  by  shoals,  and 
the  low  grounds  on  its  bordei^  are  narrow.  The  hunters 
brought  in  three  deer;  after  whieh  captain  Clai^ke  left  his 
party,  and  accompanied  by  the  Twisted*hair  and  his  son, 
rode  back  to  the  tillage,  where  he  arriyed  about  sunset:  they 
then  walked  up  together  to  the  second  yillage,  where  we  had 
just  arriyed.  We  had  intended  to  set  out  early,  but  one  of 
the  men  haying  neglected  to  hobble  his  horse  he  strayed 
away,  and  wc  were  obliged  to  wait  tiU  nearly  twelye  o'clock. 
We  then  proceeded  on  a  western  course  for  two  and  a  half 
miles,  when  we  met  the  hunters  sent  by  eaptain  Clarke 
from  the  yillage,  seyen  and  a  half  miles  distant,  with  proyi- 
sions.  Tbis  supply  was  most  seasonable,  as  we  had  tasted 
nothing  since  last  night,  and  the  fish,  and  roots,  and  berries^ 
in  addition  to  a  crow  which  we  killed  on  the  route,  com- 
pletely satisfied  our  hunger.  After  this  refreshment  we  pro- 
ceeded in  much  better  spirits,  and  at  a  few  miles  were  oyer- 
taken  by  the  two  men  who  had  been  sent  back  after  a  horse 
on  tbe  20di.  They  were  perfectly  elhauited  with  the  fa- 

yoL.  I.  3  K    " 
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tigue  of  waDoBK  Jiad  ll^  waot  «f  fbciii  k«t  w  W«  tei^w 
spare  horsM  Uiey  woi«  QHMmtod  Md  bff<o^fliit  w  t»  t^ 

Tbejrhad  Kt  oat  atNNU  duTM  o'el«9k  is  the  aftavMCii  iCtl^ 
Mih  wiik  OM  bonebeiwemilMHu  aftor  offataiBg  tho  i 
tain  tb^  came  to  tlie  plaoe  wkero  wo  had  .oaloa  tho  i 
Here  they  eneamped,  and  faiTiag  ao  ftod  laado  a  in  aa^ 
roABted  the  head  of  the  hortei  vhkh  ofea  o«ri||»titoohai 
spand»  and  sopped  oa  the  eart9  »kiaf  lips,  tia.  of  tha  awM^. 
The  next  moraiagf  %Uif  they  foaad  the  tcaeh  of  the  havta, 
and  parsuinf  it  rocoTered  tho  saddle-bags^  and  at  loa((h 
about  eleren  o'tloek^  the  horse  biaiselfc  Being  aaw  bath 
uoanted,  they  set  out  to  retara  and  tififd  at  a  small  sliaaas: 
during  the  day  they  had  BoUuB^^at  all  exaapttno  pboasaalSf 
vhieh  were  so  torn  to  ptooes  by  the  shott  that  the  head  aad 
legs  were  the  only  parts  ftt  for  food.  In  this  situliaa  thqf 
found  the  next  merniagt  22d,  that  darii^E  the  ajgbt  their 
horses  had  mn  away  fropi  them  or  been  stolen  by  the  Indi- 
ans. They  searched  for  them  uatil  aiae  o^eloek,  whaa  tesiBg 
that  they  eould  not  recover -them  and  fearful  of  starfiaf  if 
they  remained  where  they  were»  diey  set  oat  on  foot  to  jdb 
tts»  carrying  the  saddle-bags  alternately.  They  walked  as 
fast  as  they  could  daring  the  day,  till  they  reaehed  us  la  a 
deplorable  state  of  weakaess  and  inanition. 

As  wa approached  the  Tillage,  most  of  the  womeat  thongft 
apprised  of  our  being  expeeted,  fled  with  their  ehiUrea  ista 
the  neighbouring  woods.  The  men,  however^  reeeiTod  as 
without  any  apprebensionf  and  gave  us  a  ^eotifnl  sapflgr 
of  provisions.  The  plains  were  now  crowded  with  ] 
who  came  to  see  the  persons  of  the  whites,  and  the 
things  they  brouf^t  with  them:  but  as  our  guide  was  pev- 
fect^  a  stranger  to  their  laagaage  we  couU  eoaveree  bQr 
signs  only.  Oar  in^^airies  were  diiefly  direeted  to  the  si- 
tuation of  the  country,  the  eouirses  of  the  rivers,  aad  tip 
Indian  villages,  of  all  whioh  we  received  iafioniMitioii  fhw 
several  of  the  Indiana,  aad  as  their  aceoairts  varied  hat 
L  from  eaehotheVf  we  were  indaaed  to  plane  eaaldmee 
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ift  Hmol  AjBmg  otliers,  the  Twisted-htfr  drew  A  eliart 
•f  the  HTer  m  awhita  elk  skiH.  Aecbrding  to  this,  (he 
Keodwdtkee  tmkn  a  few  mttes  fpom  this  place;  two  days 
towards  the  se«th  is  aaeiher  and  lai^r  fork  on  whieh  the 
BheshoMe  er  Snake  ladtaMftsh:  flye  days'  jeovney  farther 
M  a  large  rifer  fitmi  the  aerthwest  iato  whieh  Clarke's 
river  empties  itself:  fteas  the  mouth  ef  that  riyer  to  the 
lUls  is  fire  days^  jonmey  ftirther:  on  all  the  forks  as  well 
as  «a  Hm  mala  river  great  nambers  of  Indians  reside^  and 
at  Oe  falls  are  estabKsfaments  of  whites.  This  was  the 
slery  ^  the  Twisted^hair. 

Monday  M.  liie  eliiefii  and  warriors  were  all  assem* 
hied  this  sMmhig,  and  we  explained  to  them  wh^re  we 
same  firoaiy  the  otgeets  ef  enr  yisiting  them,  and  our  pa^^ 
He  iflteatimis  towards  all  Ae  Tndians.    This  being  emiyey- 
•d  by  ognsy  might  net  tove  been  perfeetly  oomprehended^ 
but  ajHP^ared  to  give  perfeet  satisfaetion*    We  now  gaye 
a  medd  to  two  of  the  ehiefs,  a  shirt  in  addMon  to  tbe  me- 
dal already  reeeived  by  the  Twisted-hair,  and  delivered  a 
lag  aad^a  handkerehief  for  the  grand  chief  on  hi^  return. 
To  these  were  added  n  kiM^  a  haadkesohief  and  a  snudl 
pieee  of  tobaeoo  for  each  ehjef.    The  inhabitants  did  not 
give  us  any  provisions  gratuitously.    We  therefore  jfosr 
ehased  a  quantity  of  fish,  berries  (chiefly  red  haws)  and 
roots^  and  in  the  nftemoon  went  on  to  the  second  village. 
The  Twisted-liair  introduced  us  into  his  own  tent,  whieh 
•QMsted  howeyer  of  nothii^  more  than  pine  budies  and 
haAr  and  gave  us  seme  dried  salmon  boiled.   We  emtlnaed 
far  parelmsesy  and  obtained  as  nmch  porovisien  as  our  hor- 
ses eould  earry  in  thdir  present  weak  eendtiion  as  for  as 
the  river.     The  men  etehaaged  a  few  old  oanisiers  for 
dressed  elk  skins,  of  whieh  they  made  shhrts:  great  crowds 
of  tlie  natives  are  round  us  all  night,  bat  we  have  aM  yet 
missed  aaf  thing  except  a  knife  and  a  few  other  aftieles 
atden  yesterday  from  a  shot  ponoh.    At  dark  we  had  a 
Imid  whid  «»om  Ae  iO«thwes«#k)ompaniid  wilh  n^ 
Issted  half  an  hour,  but  in  the  morning, 
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Tae8dajMt^wMtker:wmsftir«  WeMiftlHMAi  CM* 
ter  itt  teardi  •f  tlieiieffles  Imi  ia  the  m— atihiti  aad  Imraig 
ealleeted  tlie  rest  set  Mt  al  tea  e^eleek  ele^g  tke  sum 
rente  alreadjr  passed  kj  septafa  Glarice  tavardb  the  river. 
All  reaisd  the  TiUage  the  wMmi  are  has^  eaqJeyed  ia 
fatherlag  aad  dreuiog  the  pashsss  reet,  af  whieh  large 
^paatities  are  heaped  wf  fai  piles  a^er  Hm  pbfe.  We  aaw 
fUt  severely  the  eonseqveaee  ef  ealiag  heartilj  after  anr 
late  privatiaas:  eaptaia  Laais  aad  two  af  the  mm  were 
lakea  rtrj  ill  last  etreaiag*  aad  to-day  he  eoald  seareefy 
sit  oa  his  horse»  while  others  were  abUged  to  be  pat  aa 
harsebaekf  aad  saaM  fipoai  e&treaie  weakaess  aad  paia, 
were  fereed  te  lie  dowa  aloag  side  af  the  read  £m*  saaae 
tiaie.  At  saaset  we  reaehed  the  isiaad.where  the  haaiers 
had  been  left  oa  the  £2d.  Tliej  inrf  been  aayieeeseflil,  ha- 
^H^  killed  only  two  dew  siaee  that  tiae»  aad  two  of  thsas 
are  very  siek.  A  Utile  below  tU s  iriand  is  a  larger  oae  on 
whidi  we  eaeampedy  aad  adflEuatslered  Bash's  pills  to  the 
sick.  ' 

Wednesday  25.  The  whither  was  Tery  hot;  and  tqppres- 
sire  to  the  party,  most  of  whom  are  now  complaining  of  sfek- 
ness.  Oar  sitaation  indeed,  rendered  it  neeessary  to  has* 
baad  our  remaiaing  strength,  aad  it  was  determiafd  to  pro- 
eeed  down  the  river  in  eanoes«  Captain  Clarke  therefsve 
set  oat  with  the  Twisted-hair  and  two  yoang  men,  In 
qaest  of  tindier  for  eaaoes.  As  he  went  down  Ae  river 
heerossedatthedistaneesf  amUeoereekfrom  theri|^, 
whieh  from  the  reeks  thatobetmeted  its  passage,  he  taBai 
Backdam  river.  Hie  hiHs  aloag  the  river  are  high  aad 
steep:  the  low  groaads  are  avrojr,  and  the  navigatiaa  af 
the  river  eariiarrassed  by  two  rapids.  At  the  distaaee  of 
three  mUes  fartlier  he  reaehed  two  aearty^eqaal  ftrln  af 
the  river,  one  of  wU^  flowed  in  from  the  north.  &Me  1^ 
rested  for  an  hoar,  aad  eooked  a  few  salnvMi  whieh  oao  af 
the  Indians  eanght  with  a  |^.  Dere  too,  he  was  joiaedlgr 
two  eaMis  of  ladteas  ft'iiaPbUow;  they  wen  faa^y  siaaiy^ 
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and  HmitA  irHli  the  ftrnHitre  ind  pronskms  of  two  fami* 
Hes.  He  now  crossed  the  toath  foric,  and  returned  to  the 
oanp  on  the  sonth  side,  throngh  a  narrow  pine  bottom  the 
preater  part  of  the  way^  in  wMeh  was  fbund  nueh  fine  timber 
fisreamies.  One  of  the  Indian  boats  with  two  men,  set  ont 
at  the  same  time,  and  snekwaa  their  dexterity  in  managmg 
tiM  pole,  tliat  they  reaflhed  eamp  within  fifteen  minntst 
after  him,  although  they  had  to  drag  the  canoe  over  three 
rapids.  He  found  captain  Lewis,  and  several  of  the  men 
stUl  rery  siek;  and  dfMributed  to  such  as  were  in  need  of  it, 
salts  and  tartar  emetic. 

l%«rsday  36.  Having^  resolved  to  go  down  to  some  spot 
•aleidated  for  boildnig  canoes,  we  set  out  eariy  this  mom- 
lag  and  proeeeded  five  miles,  and  encamped  en  low  ground 
on  the  soiHh,  opposite  the  forks  of  the  river.  But  so  weak 
were  the  men  that  several  were  taken  siek  in  coming  down; 
the^  weaker  being  oppressively  hot.  Two  chiefs  and  their 
fiumUes  fdiOwed  us,  and  encamped  with  a  great  number 
of  horses  near  us:  and  soon  after  our  arrival  we  were  join- 
ed  by  two  Indians^  who  came  down  the  north  fork  on  a 
raft  We  pnr^ased  some  fresh  salmon,  and  having  distri- 
buted axes,  and  portioned  off  the  labour  of  the  party,  began, 

Friday  27,  at  an  early  hour,  the  preparations  fbr  mak- 
ing five  canoes.  But  few  of  the  men,  however,  were  able 
to  work,  and  of  these  ieveral  were  soon  taken  Ul,  as  the 
day  proved  very  hot^  ^e  hunters  too,  returned  withoat 
any  game,  and  seriously  indisposed,  so  that  nearly  the 
whole  party  was  now  Ul.  We  procured  some  fresh  sal- 
mon; and  Coker,  who  now  returned  with  one  of  the  horses, 
brought  half  a  deer,  which  was  very  nonrishing  to  the  in- 
valids: several  Indians  from  a  camp  below,  oame  up  to 
see  us% 

Saturday  SB.  The  men  eootiaim  ill,  though  some  of 
those  first  attacked  are  recoveriiq;*    Their  general  com- 
pliant is  a  heaviness  at  the  stsmaeh,  and  a  lax,  which  is 
rradered  more  painfal  by  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
# 
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it  to  be  froewod*  A  Mmhsr  of  BmWmii  mllMt  akMt  w 
Ml  the  eagrte  of  the  Ay  la  fM»  iH  the  itHiaen  ■ppeetwue 
ef  every  thiig  belottgiiH;  to  M. 

Smlej  t».  The  Morafag  ime  eoei»  tte  ^elud  Ami  die 
.  ■e^lhweii  but  ui  the  efteneee  the  hMt  vetaMdU  Hie 
■MiewtiMeiU;bataUtheiewhe«ieehle  te^ 
espied  et  the  eMoee.  The  qpMte  eC  diepeii;^ 
xeereUed  Igr  three  4Mt  hroiight  ki.bgp  the  hwAen 
9exidft7» 

Meiidey  8ftth»  the  siek  begu  to  reerait  thde 
the  Bwraieg  behig  firfr  end  pieesHit.    Hie  ladiMe  pest 
great  euAbert  up  end  dowe  the  river,  eod  wf  < 
fnentitiet  of  tnmU  deck  goieg  dowe.thM  ] 

Tuesday,  Oetober  4, 1805.  The jaomii^;  wet  eoel,  the  «ied 
eatterly,  bat  the  latter  part  ef  the  diqr  was  inirai«  We  vera 
Titited  by  aeveral  Indiant  frov  the  tribet  below,  aad^ethtm 
from  the  maia  tooth  fork*  To  two  of  the  aiotidiitingndhhtd 
■MA,  we  Hiade  preteats  of  a  riag  aad  broadi,  and  to  9?e  etheva 
a  pieee  of  riband,  a  little  tobaeeo,  and  the  fifth  part  <tf  a  aeek« 
eloth.  We  now  dried  our  dothes  and  other  arlieiet,  m^ 
teleoted  some  artidet  taeh  as  the  Indiant  adiaire,  ia  order 
to  porebate  some  provisiea%  as  we  have  nothing  left  ex- 
eept  a  little  dried  fish,  whieh  operates  as  a  eovflete  par- 
g^ve. 

.  Wednesday  %  The  day  is  very  warm*  Two  mm  wm» 
seat  to  the  village  with  a  qaantity  of  these  artielet  to  par^ 
ehate  food.  We  are  new  redaeed  to  roott^  wUeh  prednee 
violeatpaiasin  the  ttonaeh.  Oorworfc  eoaHpaed  at  ntaei, 
and  many  of  the  party  are  eonvaleseeat.  The  hvi^Kers  rttani-» 
ed  ia  the  afternoon  with  nothing  beta  sandlpfiarie-wetfy 
so  that  onr  provisions  beiag  exhausted,  we  killed  one  of  t|he 
horses  to  eat,  and  provide  tojap  for  the  tiek« 

Tbnrtday  S.  llie  fine  eool  Biotaing.  and  oMMrily  whal 
had  aa  agreeaUe  efbet  apen  the.pettyj^  wmi-M  wheat 
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aire  ^am  aWe  to  woric.    Hm  lattftns  fSrom  bd^w  kfk  mv 
Md  we  were  Tiaited  by  othets  tmm  different  qnaMers. 

FrUhij  #•  AgMA  we  had  a  eool  east  wind  from  the  maun* 
tains.  The  mcn.were  now  mueh  better,  and  eaptain  Lewis 
Upntelf  ee  far  reoovered  as  to  walk  about  a  little.  Three 
Indians  andved  to-day  from  the  Great  riyer  to  the  sontk 
>  The  two  men  al3o  retnmed  from  the  Tillage  with  roi^ 
and  fish,  and  as  the  fiesh  of  the  horse  killed  yesterday  was 
eiduMMited,  i»e  were  ooa^ned  to  that  diet,  althongji  unwhole- 
some  as  well  as  unpleasant.    The  afternoon  was  warm. 

Saturday  6«  The  wind  easterly^  and  the  weather  eool. 
Xlie  eaaeea  being  nearly  iniahed  it  beeame  neeessavy  todii«> 
pose  of  our  h«rses.  They  were  therefore  eoUeeted  to  the 
MUnber  of  thirty-^nght,  and  being  branded  and  mailed  were 
delivered  lo  three  Indian9»  the  two  brothers  and  the  son  of 
a  ehief^  whop  remises  to  aoeompany  u»  down  the  riTer.  Te 
eaeh  of  these  men  yre  gave  a  knife  and  some  small  artielee, 
and  they  agreed  to  take  good  eare  of  the  horses  till  our  re- 
turn. The  hunters  with  all  their  diligenee  are  unable  to 
kill  any  thing*  the  hills  being  high  and  rugged,  and  the 
woods  too  di^  to  hunt  deer,  whieh^is  the  only  game  in  the 
Muntiy.  We  therefore  eontinue  to  eat  dri^  fish  and  roots^ 
which  are  purchased  from  the  squaws,  by  means  of  small 
presents,  but  chiefly  white  beads,  of  which  they  are  extra* 
vagantly  fond.  Some  of  thes^  roots  seem  to  possess  yery 
aetire  {or^iertieB,  for  aftor  supping  on  them  this  cYening^ 
'  we  were  swelled  to  sueh  a  deg^ree  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to 
iNwatt^  for  scYoral  Itours.  Towards  night  we  biaehed  two 
canoes  which  proved  to  be  very  good* 

Sunday  ••  Thismomingis  again  eoql,  and  the  wind  east^ 
eriy.  The  general  course  of  the  winds  seems  to  reaemUe 
thiU  which  we  observed  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain* 
While  en  the  head  wators  of  the  MiMDuri,  we  had  evmiy 
marniag  a  eeynl  Hind  from  the  west*  At  thbj^aeeaefHil 
breeze  i^nw^  ^  ^*^img  the  latter  paH  of  the  iH^^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


454  Lewis  mni  Olarts^s  E»ftiM$m 

«bjbr6ak»  and  owttaaes  t&l  seven  or  ei|^  e^doek,  wheft  H 
tubsjjdesy  and  tlie  latter  part  of  the^  day  is  warn.  Captaki 
Lewis  is  not  so  well  as  he  was,  and  eaptam  Clarke  was 
also  taken  ilL  We  bad  all  our  saddles  batied  in  a  eaelM 
near  the  river^  aboat  half  a  mile  below^  and  d^osiled  at  liie 
same  time  a  eanister  of  powder,  and  a  bag  of  balls.  The 
time  whieh  eould  be  spared  firom  oar  laboars  on  the  eaooeoy  • 
w^  devoted  to  some  astronomieal  observatiotts.  The  lati«^ 
tilde  of  oor  camp  as  deduced  from  the  mean  of  two  obacar- 
rations  is  46""  54"  65"'  S"^  north. 

Monday  7.  'Vhh  Bmmiag  all  the  eanoes  were  pat  in  the 
water  and  loaded,  the  oars  fixed,  and  every  prqpaaratiaa 
made  for  setting  out  but  when  we  were  all  ready,  the  twa 
chiefs  who  had  promised  to  aeeompany  os,  were  not  to  ha 
found,  and  at  the  same  time  we  sussed  a  pipe  tomahawk* 
We  therefore  proceeded  without  them*  Below  the  fcrks 
this  river  is  called  the  Kooskooskee,  and  is  a  dear  npH. 
stream,  with  a  namber  of  shoals  and  dUfenh  plaeei.  Fsr 
some  miles  the  hWis  are  steep,  the  low  grounds  narreWt  bat 
then  succeeds  an  open^eouatiy  with  afewtiees  seaMered 
along  die  river.  At  the  distance  of  nine  idka  k  a  sasall 
creek  on  the  left  We  passed  in  the  course  of  the  day  t«i 
rapids,  in  deseen^ng  whieh,  one  of  the  cimees  slraek  aiwek, 
and  sprung  a  leak:  we  however  iisatinued  fiMr  aiarteeag^ates» 
and  encamped  on  the  left  side  of  the  river,  epperitete  tim 
month  of  a  small  run.  Kere  the  canoe  was  unloaded  and 
repaired,  and  two  lead  canisters  of  powder  depedted;  seve- 
ral camps  of  Indians  were  on  the  sides  of  the  river^  h«l  we 
had  IHtle  interoeuroe  with  any  of  them. 

Tuesday  8.  We  set  out  at  niae  o'clock.  Aft  eight  attd 
ahalf  miles  we  passed  an  island:  £rar  and  a  half  mUes  low- 
er a  seeoadislaad,  opposite  a  small  creek  on  the  left  side  ef 
the  river.  Five  mifes  lower  is  another  island  en  the  kll:  a 
mile  andahalfbelowwUch  is  a  fourth.  A$a<dlmPtdistaneo 
from  this  is  a  largeereekHrom  the  righ^  to-whidL  we  gave 
the  name  of  Cdter^f  ereok,  fipoas  Cdter  eno  of  the  mm^ 
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We  had  left  UdB  ereek  about  a  nuile  and  a  half,  and  were 
pasting  the  last  of  fifteen  rapids  whieh  we  had  been  fortunate 
ettongh  to  eseape,  when  one  of  the  eanoes  strack,  and  a  hole 
being  made  in  her  side,  she  immediately  filled  and  sunk.  Hie 
men,  sereinl  of  whom  eould  not  swim*  elung  to  the  boat  till 
one  of  our  eanoes  eoold  be  unloaded,  and  with  the  assistanee 
of  an  Indian  boat,  they  were  all  brought  to  shore.  All 
Ike  goods  were  so  mueh  wet,  that  we  were  obliged  to  halt 
Ibr  the  night,  and  spread  them  out  to  dry.  While  all  this 
was  exhibited,  it  was  neeessary  to  place  two  sentinels  over 
the  nerebandise,  for  we  found  Ihat  the  Indians,  though 
Und  and  disposed  to  give  us  every  aid  during  our  distress^ 
eonld  not  resist  the  temptation  of  pilfering  some  of  the  small 
artieles.  We  passed  during  our  route  of  twenty  miles  to- 
day, seyeral  encampments  of  Indians  on  the  islands,  and  near 
ike  rapids,  whieh  places  are  chosen  as  most  convenient  for 
taking  salmon.  At  one  of  these  camps  we  found  our  two 
abiefii,  who  after  promising  to' descend  the  river  with  us,  had 
left  us;  they  however  willingly  came  on  board  after  we  had 
gone  through  the  ceremony  of  ismoking. 

Wednesday,  9.  The  morning  was  as  usual,  cool;  but  as 
the  weather  both  yesterday  and  to-day  was  cloudy,  our 
BMrehandise  dried  but  slowly.  The  boat,  though  much  in* 
jured,  was  repaired  by  ten  O'clock  so  as  to  be  perfectly  fit 
tsr  service;  but  we  were  oUiged  to  remain  during  the  day 
tBl  the  artieles  were  snfllci^ntly  dry  to  be  reloaded:  the  m- 
terval  we  employed  in  pui^hasing  fish  for  the  voyage  and 
conversing  with  the  Indians.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  sur- 
prised at  hearing  that  our  oldShoshonee  guide  andhis  son  had 
kit  us,  and  been  seen  rutrntngup  the  river  several  miles  above. 
Aft  he  had  nev«r  given  any  noHee  ofhis  tntentiott,  nor  hadeven 
received  his  pay  ftr  guiding  us,  we  could  not  imagine  the 
cause  of  his  desertion,  nor  did  he  ever  return  to  explain  his 
omdnet;  We  requested  the  chief  to  send  a  horseman  after 
Um  to  request  that  he  woaM  return  and  receive  what  we, 
ofwedhim.  Frmn  Ou^  hiwever  h»  dissuaded  us,  and  said; 

vol.  I.  3  0 
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vOT7ftMU7,tkatW*aMiM^4b«  ClmpvaaMk  vmli  tain 

ifwygiy— igD^i-lwwdwHIi^  WW.  l»Mg«tk<r 
«AiUtiMt  «M  tut  vT  •  sfMW  wiMAfVMMl «»  k*  am^ft 
■to  MUf  fai  a  wiM  iMtkMM*  iMMMW » wd  iraaU  «ibr  te  «b* 
•^•etatan  all  flia  IttUa  attiele*  du 
tonelfia  a  harrii  auMota  if  ai^  a 

itakaaaalifealarpityaamv  the 
I  bar  ta  4b  at  tha  piaaMd  tiitkaat 
nnndqr.  10.  AaaaMwaii;.  WalaaJaiOeaanaa 
aad  Mt  aff  at  Mvea  a'alaefc.  At  <ha  a»taaai  aftwa  <■!» 
kdf  nilai  ve  bad  pawadl  tkne  idaals,  thD  fawt  af  whkli  ii 
appadia-ta  a  mail  ■draaa  aa  the  right.  VithJb  «ha  M- 
lafriagthMa  airf  a  half  allaa  ii  awrthat  MmI  aai  a  < 
aa  the  left,  with  wUe  law  gtaaad<»  eaatajaiaf  vBav  < 
aattaawaad  tteaa*  aa  nhiah  vara  thaaa  testa  af 
Tva  aOlas  lewar  i»  tte  haai  afa  haga  ialaad*aad«fa|aaA* 
half  nrilet  ftartherva  halted  at  aa  tiawnqiiwit  af  ajght 
b^ea  aa  the  lafk*  ia  order  ta  view  a  fafid  beibn  a:  «a  had 
abaa^faMed  eight,  and  Mweaf  thaai  dift^  hi^thia 
was  werae  tiMHi  aaj  af  thfp»  beiag  a  vaigr  haaasdmp  f^pln 
iteewed  with  laehe:  we  here  fwahaatd  raataaad  difttd  1^ 
thebdiaafc  A»aag  thaat  waa a inw  ftaai the Mh> w|ia 
■ays  that  ha  aaw  iriilta  pe^  at  that  phiae,  aati  b  ^ai9'4*- 
■s  vigtimg  dawawith  aa;  aa  aflkr  whith  hanavar  «• 
Jait  ahava  thit  ewqi  we  had  idiaMl  •  tiatf  near 
1»UBh  was  aa  laihM  halhiaghhMalf  ia  a  mmU  |M«d  arhaia 
af  water,  wawaed  hy  thiowhig  ia  hat  ■tiaai  '  AiN»  ftai  A 
i^  ear  Mai  wa  daeamtal  tha  caidd  wilh  aa  i^iaiy,  aMaft 
taeaaaf  aar  baattwUih  Baa  agalMt  a  faafc.hatia  4ia 
aaarae  af  aa  haar  waa  braa^t  aff  wKh  oMf  •  iMlii.itViiMli 
harside.  TUaiipflatfcNa  Ha  IVI 
we  naaMd  the  Bagged  lifhh  Wai  w«at««ai«r#fa 
yfid«afale— d|pgMWaiiad»aBd  afciha 
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MMbl  MailMf^a  fafgt  ft»fc  of  Ae  Hfer  frcHtt  th^^  fe^ 
ftfler  eMriig  tm^ty  ttttM,  baited  below  the  jinetiM  M 
llie  rigM  Me  at  tto  fiver:  our  arrlral  seen  attnieled  the 
mtmakm  ^Che  Uitamf  whofledlced  in  M  ^Bteetiefis  to  see 
tarn*  ftiMttOTOidagthelilAftofiroiij^AefidktirhMiiweha 
Mm^ltfur  ftiig|ge«  rtt^  Joicied  us  iriHi  h»  sfMiln  a  sMdi 
eaeoe,  and  inrivted  on  aeeottipanjhig  ut  to  the  iUls*  Beiig 
agaiti  iredaeiMl  te  Mk  aad  toots  we  laade  oa  expeiiiseiit  to 
rmrj  oor  fbod  bj  purebsiag  a  few  dogs,  and  alter  havii% 
bicai  MOtaitoiMd  to  hoMo>fl«sh,  felt  ao  disi^tsh  to  this  new 
iUki  The  Chopttnaish  bare  great  amabers  of  dogs  wliidi' 
ilief  (Mj^oy  tm  dosttestle  purposes,  bat  noTor  eat;  and  o«r 
liilBgtll««eriko#thttttelaiiasobn  broaght  usSftlo  tidioaio 
ftsdog-eMers. 

The  oduitryat  the  Jnaetiott  of  Uie  two  rivers  is  an  opea 
phdn  on  all  iMesy  brohea  towards  the  left  bj  a  tfstimt  ridge 
4lt  hlgyand,  tIAdy  eorered  with  timber:  dds  Is  the  oafy 
b6d^  of  tinriber  iiMeh  the  eoaatry  posgesees;  l»r  at  dieiMrhs 
tkerfe  is  not  a  t^ee  to  be  Beeuy  aad  daring  afaaost  the  whoio 
#Meettt  of  sixty  mikni  down  Oe  Kooekodskeo  fifMi.ttsibi!ks 
ttere  UTe  tery  few*  TUs  soathera  braadi  is  ta  fhot  the 
iMia  stream  of  Lewises  river  on  whieh  we  eneaaspM  whett 
silMaj^the  Kioshonees.  The  Indiaiis  iaforai  as  that  it  is 
nayigaUe  for  sixty  miles;  that  not  fiur  from  its  month  it 
l^ives  a  bnmeh  finmi  ^e  ioach;  and  a  s^eoad  aad 
Iftger  brabeh,  two  days'  mareh  iq^,  and  nearfy  parallel  to 
Ae  Host  Ohopanaish  villages^  we  met  near  the  mountaifts. 
This  brandh  is  eaUed  PawaaAte,  ud  is  the  r^Mideaeeof  a 
ohiofy  who,  aeeoriing  to  their  ^ipreseloa,  has  more  horses 
IkiH  he  teA  eotm^  Ifte  river  has  jnany  rapids,  Bear  whieh  «ra 
iittnited  amay  filing  eamps;  thdre  beiagtenestabBshmei^ 
of  this  before  reaehiag  the  irst  sonthem  braaeh;  one  on 
Hn^  streafti,  #ro  between  that  atfd  the  Buwnashte;  one  on 
that  riteir,  mi  two  tbove  i^  btMides  maay  otfaor  lai&im 
whe  reside  Ugh  «p  oh  tho  aimra  dbtaat  ih^ers  of  thit  rii^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MS  Lewis  ami  CImVs  EjepeiMm 


AOrtkese  ladiMi  belMgtt  the  ChlWOTJA  itJM^MJ  Urn 
kk  ItaU  9i  an  •UMgibrai,  MTered  with  flsi.rMAb. 

AtUft  MKith  I^wis'a  river  is  abevi  twe.  hMMired  wmI 
iif^  7«rdB  wide»  ud  iU  water  it  ef  a  gwieaWi  hiaa  eel—. 
The  Keetkeeikee,  wheie  waters  are  ekar  ae  eryelalf  wa 
haadred  aad  ftftj  yards  ia  width,  aad  after  the  aaiea  tha 
river  eahrges  te  the  tpaee  ef  three  hmdrod  jatdi:  at  the 
pMat  ef  .the  wien  is  aa  ladiaaeahia,  asAia  JLewiiPe  river  a 
tmaUitlaad. 

The  Chepmnith  er  Pier««d*Beee  aatiea,  whe  rciide  ea 
41m  Koethoetkee  aad  Lewises  rivers,  are*  ia  persea 
pertlj,  weU-leeUag  omu  the  weaea  ate  sbmII,  with  j 
featares»  aad  geaerally  haadseaM,  thaagh  the  ^ 
ef  beth  sexes  is  dariier  thaa  that  ef  the  'fashepaws.  Ia 
dMss  thej  resemUe  thai  nalieaf  beiag  tnAi^  Asphpiag 
their  emaoMBts.  The  buflUee  er  elfc-skin  robe  decofated 
with  beads,  sea-sheils,  ehiefly  mather-ef>|ieari»  attaehed  to 
u  eUer-sUn  eollar  and  buag  ia  the  hair»  whieh  fiJbisi 
front  in  two  queues;  feathers,  paiats  ef  diAreat  hiad%fiis* 
eipaUj  white*  green,  aad  ligbt  Uae,  all  of  whioh  thcfjr  lad 
ia  Uieir  owa  eoaatry:  these  are  tlie  ehief  etaasaeaCs  they 
use*  In  the  wbter  they  wear  a  short  shirt  of  dressed  shiaa^ 
loagpaiated  leopngs  and  mooeaMas,  and  aplait  of  twisted 
grass  round  the  neek. 

The  dress  of  the  women  is  more  simple^  oeasistiag;  of  a 
lopig  shirt  of  acgaiia  or  ibex  skin,  readih^i^dawa  ta  the  aa- 
kles  witliout  a  girdle:  to  this  are  tied  little  pi^ees  ^braea 
and  shells  and  other  small  artielesi  but  li|s  head  is  aet  at 
all  ornamented.  The  dr^ss  of  the  feaude  is  hideed  i 
modest,  and  more  studiously  so  (hw  any  we  h(m^  i 
though  the  other  sex  is  eareless  of  the  indetfeaey  ef 
iure. 

The  Choponnish  have  very  few  amusements^  fer  tMr 
life  is  painful  aad  laborious;  aad  all  Ihrir  ftvertijas  arc  m» 
eessary  te  earn  even  their  preeavieussidbsMaaee.    UmIb^ 
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tkt  tmawr  wmI  M^nn  ihey  are  Imnly  oMtfpMin  fiaUog 
to.  mOm^^  M^MlkttiiigtkcirwiMtervtoffeof  ro9tt.  b' 
tl»  imterlhtrf  Itvut  the  deer  en  now  shoes  over  the^hotts* 
ftiid  towards  spriagefM8tlieiiioaBtaiBsto4lMMi«MHifi  fbr 
the  purpose  of  traHekfaig  foi^bullhloe  robes.  The  ineoBYo- 
nieaees  of  that  eomfbrtless  life  are  ioereased  by  flreqaeat 
eaeounters  with  their  enefliies  from  the  west,  who  driro 
them  oyer  tlie  momtaias  with  the  loss  of  their  horses,  and 
sometiflies  the  Utos  of  maoy  of  the  aatioa.  Thoogh  origl- 
aally  the  same  people,  their  diaket  Taries  verjpereeptibly 
frrai  that  of  the  Tashepaws:  their  treatmeat  to  as  difbred* 
moeh  from  the  Idad  and  disiaterestod  sorrioes  of  the  8ho* 
shonees:  thej  are  iadeed  selfish  aad  aTarieious;  tiMy  part 
▼erj  relaetaatly  with  OTerjr  artiole  of  food  or  elothia^  and 
while  they  ei^eet  a  reeompense  for  every  sernee  tiowerer 
•  small,  do  aot  eoneern  themselves  ai>out  reeiproeating  aay 
presents  we  may  give  them. 

They  are  generally  healthy^— the  only  disorders  whieh 
we  have  had  oeeasion  to  remark  being  of  a  serophulous 
kind^  and  for  these,  as  well  as  for  the  amasemeat  of  those 
who  are  in  good  health,  hot  and  eold  bathing  is  very  eom« 
monly  used. 

.The  mAl  of  these  prairies  is  of  a  light  yellow  elay  inter- 
mixed with  small  smooth  grass:  it  is  barren,  and  produees 
little  more  than  a  bearded  grass  about  three  inches  high, 
and  a  priekly  pear,  of  whieh  we  now  found  three  species: 
the  first  is .  of  the  broad-leafed  kind,  common  to  the 
Missouri*  The  second  has  the  leaf  of  a  globular  form,  and 
is  also  frequent  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Missouri,  particu- 
larly after  it  eaters  the  BoclLy  mountains.  The  third  is  pe- 
ealar  to  this  eonntryy  and  Is  much  more  inconvenient  than 
the  other  two:  it  consists  of  small  thick  leaves  of  a  circular 
ferm,  whidi  grow  from  the  margin  of  each  other  as  in  the 
liroad-leafed  pear  of  die  Missouri:  these  leaves  are  aruied 
vrith  a  greater  number  of  thorns,  which  are  stronger,  and 
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